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Sir  U^  ILL  I  AM  ^EMPLE^ 


Firft  Embassy  at  the  Hague. 


Begun  Auguft  i668* 


f 5  the  EleSor  of  Mentz.      A  TEIefleur  de  Mayence. 


Hague,  Aug.  31. 
S  I  R,  N.  S.  1668. 

1  Did  not  receive  the  honour 
*  of  your  hi'ghncfs's  letter  till 
feme  time  after  my  arrival  in 
England,  with  the  inclofed  for 
tiic  king   my    mafter,    which 
he  received  with  that  efteem 
his   majefty  always   bears   to 
what  comes  from  your  high- 
ne^  :  and  having  promifed  me 
an  anfwer  upon  my  return  for 
Holland,  which  has  been  put 
off  from  dzy  to  day,  I  have 
Wtrrcd     my    particular    ac- 
knowledgments to  your  high- 
nefs  till  I  could  value  them  by 
At  honour  of  accompanying  a 
fetter   from    his    majefly.      I 
fiaid  it  now  inclofed  ;  and  de- 
,  fire  your  highnefs  to  believe, 
that  I  rcfent  as  I  ought  the 
konour  vou  have  done  me  ; 
VoL.T[L  and 


L 


Ala  Haye^  le  31. 
Monfuur^  Aout^  S.N.  1668. 
J  lettre  dont  V.  A,  nfa  ho- 
nor i.^  £5*  quiejl  datee  du  14 
de  May^  ne  ma  etc  vendue  que 
quelques  jours  apres  mon  arrvuee 
en  An  gift  err  e\  avec  ell e  fay  refu 
t  envelope  pour  le  roy  mon  maitre^ 
que  je  luy  nypo^ie^  &  quila  rcfu 
avec  les  memei  marques  d'rjiime 
que  fa  mojejle  a  toujcursfaitpa- 
roitre  pour  lout  ce  qui  vient  de  la 
pari  de  V.  A.  le  roy  m^  ay  ant  pro- 
mis  la  reponfepour  le  terns  de  mm 
ret  our  en  htollande^  qui  atoinovrs 
traine  dejour  en  jour ;  fay  dlfftre 
de  h.arquer  a  V.  A.  ma  rccor.r.cif' 
Jance  en  particulier^  j^lq^^  ^  ce 
quefeujft  thonnturd  lire  pcrteur 
d^une  lettre  de  fa  maje/le.  Je 
renvc\  e  a  cette  hmre^  (^  je  fup" 
pile  y.  A,  de  croire  queje  rej/ens 
C9mmt  je  le  dels  Fhcnneur  quelle 
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and  that  I  will  prcfen''C  your  tna  faiu  ^  ^ue  je  anfervi 

highneis's   letter   among   the  fa  lettre^  W  la  contcray  pa 

greateft  marks  of  honour  to  Us  titres  t^  Us  henmurs  qui 

my  family  ;  and  (hall  not  fail  vent  la gUire  di  ma  famiU. 

upon  all  occaftons  to  (hew  how  m  laijferay  echaper  aucune  Oi 

much  I  (hall  cheri(h  the  title  fton  de  temoigmr  ccmbien  je  ch 

I  pretend  to  with  fo  much  ju-  ^  cberiray  toujours  la  qual'iU 

Aice,  of  being,  Sir,  your  high-  je  prens  avec  tant  de  jujUce 

nefs's,  l^c*  monfuuTj  de  V.  A.  &c, 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  7.  N.  S.  16 

SINCE  my  lafl:  I  have  not  ftirred  out,  but  had 
favour  of  feveral  vifits  in  my  chamber  ;  amc 
the  reft,  one  from  monfieur  Meerman  on  VVedneld 
and  one  of  three  hours  from  monfieur  de  Witt  yeft 
day.     I  fell  into  talk  with  the  firft  upon  the  mat 
of  the  Guincy  company  ;  who  faid,  my  lord  Holl 
and,  as  I  remember,  Mr.  fecrctary  Morris,  had  fpol 
of  it  to  him  before ;  but  only  given  him  a  general 
lation,  upon  which  he  could  not  fufficiently  inform 
States :  tnat  they  had  likewife  mentioned  ibme  otl 
parts  of  die  marine  treaty,  by  which  the  Eaft-In 
company  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  but  reme 
bered  nothing  particular  befides  the  form  of  paHjx>i 
in  which  we  might  receive  what  fatisfadion  we  pleafi 
and  the  better  definition  of  what  was  meant  by  a  to 
inrceficd.     I  told  him,  the  bufinefs  of  Guiney  was 
ftinft  from  any  thing  of  the  marine  treaty  (though 
was  unwilling  to  underftand  it  fo  ;)  that  I  was  v< 
little  inftru&ed  in  the  firft,  becaufe  his  majefty's  co 
mands  in  that  point  were  only  to  procure  the  referci 
of  it  to  commiffioners  for  the  propofing  rules  by  wh 
both  companies  fhould  proceed,  and  thereby  prevc 
ing  the  faid  companies  acting  wholly  by  rules  and 
ficers  of  their  own,  which  had  been  the  firft  occafi< 
of  the  unhappy  diiputes  between  us^  and  might  poflil 

pre 
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prove  fb  again.  For  the  marine  treaty,  I  told  him  I 
had  yet  no  in(tru£tions  upon  that  fubjeft,  but  might 
have  in  a  little  time  ;  and  thereupon  took  occafion  of 
difcourfing  to  him  at  large  the  whole  bufinefs  of  com- 
merce between  us,  and  the  neceffity  of  giving  us  fome 
rcafbn  and  eafe  in  thofe  matters  ;  upon  which  though 
be  feemed  a  litde  (launch,  as  his  complexion  is,  and 
jeabus  of  our  great  growth  in  trade,  by  a  more  par- 
(imonious  and  induflrious  genius  among  us  of  late^ 
than  had  formerly  been;  yet  I  found,  what  I  faid  had 
impreflion  on  him  :  for  he  parted  with  great  profeflions 
of  contributing  all  he  could  towards  the  fuccefs  of  all 
ncgodacions  between  us  ;  and  went  that  night  to  com- 
municate all  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  as  I  found  by  our 
conference  next  day.  It  began  with  his  having  perufed 
my  papers  about  the  Guiney  company ;  upon  which  he 
ddiired  to  know  if  I  had  no  otner  information  than 
ihofc  gave  me  :  for  by  thofe,  the  matter  feemed  fa- 
vourable to  them,  by  the  letters  of  their  director  be- 
ing particular,  and  with  relation  to  time,  and  to  the 
articles  of  the  Breda  treaty,  by  which  the  new  fettle- 
roents  there  were  to  be  governed  ;  whereas  what  con- 
cerned our  pretenfions  was  contained  only  in  fome 
loofe  examinations  concerning  pofliflion  or  not  poflcf- 
fion  formerly  by  one  or  the  other,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  conftitutions  made  by  the  Breda  treaty, 
and  without  mentioning  in  any  direct  terms  what  it  was 
wc  complained  of,  or  what  we  defire  J. 

The  truth  is,  all  the  papers  concerning  that  matter, 
icmitted  to  me  by  Mr.  fecretary  Morris,  were  only  the 
Guiney  company's  petition,  the  exami.iation  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Crilp,  captain  Merbrookc,  and  Mr.  Be'ois, 
with  a  letter  and  proteft  of  the  dircccor  of  the  Dutch 
Weft-India  company.  1  excufed  my  being  lo  litrlc  in- 
famed,  upon  the  reafons  I  had  allcclged  to  inonlicur 
Mecrman,  and  prefled  in  the  fame  manner  the  reference 
of  it  to  commiffioners.     He  allowed  his  majeily's  con- 
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fidtrration  of  preventing  the  two  companies  proceedii^ 
by  rules  or  executions  ot  their  own,  to  be  very  prudent 
and  neceflary  -,  and  that  he  knew  the  Suces  would  fe- 
cond  his  majeity's  good  intention  in  it :  and  that  when 
he  could  find  the  matter  of  fad  and  right  but  alledged 
in  diftinft  teltimonies  of  known  perfons,  he  doubted 
not  but  he  (hould  eafily  find  a  compofure  for  all  thefc 
difputes,  and  agree  upon  a  conftant  reglement  here- 
after. And  to  this  purpofe  he  would  fend  immediately 
to  enquire  among  the  officers  of  their  company  for  any 
p:ipers  jh^t  may  have  been  remitted  to  them  from  our 
officers  to  theirs  in  Guiney  ;  for  he  could  not  believe 
but  that  letter  and  protcft  of  their  director  had  either 
been  occafioned  by  fome  precedent  letters  or  demands 
from  fome  officers  of  ours,  or  at  lead  followed  by  fome 
anfwcrs,  in  which  our  demands  and  rights  were  aflert- 
ed,  as  thole  of  the  Dutch  were  in  thofe  papers  of  their 
direftor.  I  anfwcred  all,  by  infifting  upon  commiflS- 
oners  according  to  my  inftruftion,  and  argued  its  be- 
ing a  matter  much  more  proper  for  fuch  to  debate  and 
determine,  as  underftood  the  coafts,  fituations,  manner 
of  trade  in  thofe  parts,  former  poflcffions,  and  matters 
of  fact  pad,  than  for  him  and  me,  how  willing  foevcr 
we  (hould  be  to  inform  ourfelves,  or  to  find  expedients; 
and  went  lb  far  upon  this  fubjedl,  that  he  feemed  in- 
clined it  fhould  be  fo  •,  at  leall  when  the  pretenfions 
were  dated,  fo  as  it  miglit  appear  what  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to  fuch  commiffioners.  But  upon  this  he  fell 
into  the  difcourfe  of  v/hat  monfieur  Meerman  had  told 
him,  or  I  had  formerly  written  to  him,  concerning  fome 
exceptions  to  the  marine  treaty  -,  and  how  willing  the 
States  would  be  to  alter  the  form  of  paflborts,  when 
they  knew  how  we  defired  it  •,  and  if  the  king  wifhed 
any  more  particular  definition  of  what  fliould  be  edecni- 
cd  a  toii'ti  irtveftedy  he  did  not  doubt  we  might  agree 
upon  that  too ;  having  found  me  always  to  propofe  only 
wnat  I  thought  realbnable,    and  to  agree  to  what 
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I  found  fo ;  and  he  was  made  after  die  fame  man- 
ner, and  fo  I  (hould  always  find  him,  I  cafily  pcr- 
crired,  that  the  thing  he  would  be  at,  was,  -upon  ocr 
ca£on  of  this  Guiney  matter,  to  know  at  once  the  bot- 
tom of  all  we  pretended,  in  point  of  regulating  com- 
merce between  us,  having,  1  prefume,  heard  more 
than  was  need  perhaps,  of  all  the  noife  made  by  the 
Eaft-lndia  company  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  marine 
treaty,  or  by  their  patrons,  either  out  of  zeal  to  the 
gocd  of  our  commerce,  or  out  of  envy  at  the  fuccefs 
cf  lb  great  a  counfcl  and  condudt  of  his  majefty,  in 
which  they  had  no  hand,  and  upon  which  it  we  had 
lotl  a  little  in  trade  by  changing  the  form  of  the  articles 
m  Breda  into  a  marine  treaty  (wherein  I  do  not  con- 
ceive how  we  loft  at  all)  yet  1  am  fure  it  was  infinite- 
f  It  recompenfed  by  the  neceflltjr,  the  unexpected  fuccefs, 
'  and  the  great  confcquences  of  thofe  other  alliances,  to 
which  that  circumftance  of  the  marine  treaty  was  made, 
I  thought,  but  a  facrifice  of  fmoke.  And  this  I  could 
not  buT  fay  tor  his  majefty*s  fitisfaction,  and  your  lord- 
lhip*s  vindication,  with  thofc  other  miniilers  by  whofc 
ad\*ice  that  couniel  was  taken  and  purlued,  finding 
every  day  more  how  highly  it  is  applauded  abroad, 
while  i:  is  maliced  by  fome,  and  fo  little  cftecmcd  by 
others,  at  home;  though  his  majcfty  has  reaped  already 
fix)m  it  both  the  whole  honour  of  giving  peace  to 
Chriftendom,  and  perhaps  the  only  fatcty  ot  his  own 
lungdoms,  confidering  the  conjunctures  in  v/hich  that 
coun'el  found  us. 

Bur  to  return  to  my  conference  with  monficur  di* 
Witt :  finding  him  lead  me  fo  indullrioufly  into  a 
field  wherein  I  had  no  intention  to  enter,  I  rclblvcd 
\  however  to  take  the  occafion,  and  once  tor  all  to  fay 
all  I  had  thought,  or  your  lordfhip  had  infukd  into 
me,  upon  that  fubjeft.  And  fo  1  told  ium  plainly, 
that  I  was  not  yet  inllruclod  in  that  marc;T  oi  our  ex- 
ceptions to  the  marine  treaty,  but  believed  I  mioht  be 

B  3  "      ia 


6  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple^ 

>n  a  little  time ;  that  the  particulars  he  mentioned  were 
complained  of  in  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  other  thing! 
thought  to  be  admitted,  but  that  I  could  not  enter  in- 
to any  particulars  till  I  had  inftrudtions  •,  but  fmce  he 
gave  me  the  occafion,  1  would  enter  once  for  all  into 
flie  general.  I  difcourfed  over  to  him  the  common 
intereft,  and  indeed  neceflity,  of  preferving  perpetual 
the  prelent  alliances  between  us,  efpecially  on  their  fide, 
while  the  dangers  were  fo  great  from  the  ambition  and 
power,  as  well  as  neighbourhood,  of  France ;  the  great 
overtures  would  now  be  made  us  from  thence  to  the 
prejudice  of  this  alliance,  and  at  all  other  times,  when- 
ever they  could  hope  we  were  ready  to  receive  them  % 
that  tho*  I  could  give  him  no  jealouTv  of  diem  now, 
)but  on  the  contrary  aflure  him  he  mignt  be  at  eafe  on 
that  fide,  and  that  the  king  would  only  have  the  ho?* 
nour,  by  it,  of  fetting  them  an  example  of  his  fincerc* 
nefs  and  conftancy,  which  he  would  exped  they  ihouI4 
follow  when  the  game  begun  with  tbetn^  as  it  would 
after  it  ended  with  him  ;  yet  I  would  tell  him,  that 
France  was  at  all  times  capable  of  making  us  fuch  of- 
fers, and  of  giving  us  our  prefent  account  fo  well, 
though  in  exchange  perhaps  or  danger  to  come  (in 
cafe  of  no  new  revolutions)  that  whenever  there  fhould 
be  in  England  a  prince  lefs  direft,  or  lefs  foiefecing 
than  his  majefty  \  or  either  a  weak  or  corruptible  mi- 
niftry,  I  could  not  anfwer  what  meafures  we  fhould 
take  :  that,  upon  this  ground,  I  thought  they  could  not 
do  wifer  th*in  to  root  this  alliance  in  the  very  hearts  of 
the  people,  and  current  genius  of  the  nation,  and  not 
rely  wholly  upon  the  prefent  inclinations  or  judgment 
of  his  majefty,  or  the  difpofitions  of  the  minifters ;  for 
if  there  were  any  thing  that  lay  crofs  to  it  in  the  com- 
mon iiuerelt  or  humour  of  the  people,  it  would  be  up- 
on ail  occa^ons  breaking  out  to  difturb  it,  and  when- 
ever tiiit  ihoLild  concur  with  the  difpofitions  of  the 
prince,  they  would  be  able  to  make  a  great  noife  in  the 

world. 


and  other  Minijiers  of  State.  y, 

world.     I  told  him,  that  many  perfons  in  England,  ei- 
ther to  make  way  for  the  French  alliance  by  weakening 
or  breaking  this,    or  elfe  perhaps  to  difcredit  the  moft 
applauded  counfels  of  the  prefent  miniftry,  had  made 
a  noiie  about  the  marine  treaty  as  if  it  had  been  a  ruin- 
ing the  nation,  and  from  thence  took  occafion  to  infufe 
into  all  people  as  far  as  they  could,  that  we  Ihould  ne- 
ver find  any  fairnefs,  or  direftnefs,  or  equality,  in  all 
we  treated  with  the  Dutch  ;  but  fubtility,  and  hardfhip, 
and  injuftice,  and,  when  the  occafion  was,  obftinacy  and 
injur}',  in  all  matters  of  commerce  between  us  ;  while 
we  gave  them  reafon  to  believe  we  thought  their  friend- 
fliip  neceflary,  or  very  convenient  to  us.     That  I  had, 
ever  fince  I  knew  him,  maintained  the  contrary  to  his 
majefty,  aflured  him  of  the  finccrity  I  had  found  in 
their  proceedings,  and  been  always  made  confidently 
believe  by  them,  that  his  majefty  fhould  find  them  e- 
ver  reafonable  and  eafy  in  what  iliould  be  offered  in 
reducing  matters  of  commerce  to  an  equaliry,  and  to 
be  rrciprocal  between  us.     That  ir  was  a  fmail  niiUtcr, 
that  all   niy  credit,  and  perhaps  fortune,  lay  at  ftake 
upon  their  making  this  good  :  but  1  was  furc  it  was 
confi  Jcrable  that  the  very  fafcty  of  our  alliance  might 
zt  one  time  or  other  come  to  lie  at  ftakc  upon  it  too. 
And  therefore,  for  my  part,  1  thouglu  they  could  not 
do  in  the  world  a  wifcr  thing,    than  to  give  us  all  rea- 
fonable  fatisfaclion  in  thefc  points,  by  confenting  to 
any  rcglements  of    comni'^^rce  whicli   might    import 
cqudlity,    and  be  reciprocal  between  us.     That   any 
equality  itfclf  would  be  the  lame  advantage  to  them, 
that  a  iono;  arm  an;ainft  a  fliort  would  be  between  two 
men  v/ith  equal  iWords  ;  for  confidcring  tiieir  parfinio- 
ny,    induilry,    nec.ffity  of  turning  all  their  iiock  to 
trade  for  want  oi  land,  and  muldtude  oi  people  -,  and 
on  the  CLiicr  fidt.  our  native  luxiry,  WiUit  of  order  or 
application,  and  our  extent  ar.cl  clKMunels  of  land,  and 
cafe  of  taxes,  v/hich  maJe  people  chufe  to  turn  their 
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mcncy  that  way  -,  they  could  never  fail  of  advantage 
enough  in  any  equality,  and  upon  it  would  find  the 
furcft,  the  moft  commodious  ally,  and  the  bcft  able 
to  protcft  them  that  they  could  have  in  the  world,  be- 
ing without  any  ambition  or  dcfigns  among  our  nci^- 
bours,  farther  than  to  keep  the  balance  of  Chriltendom; 
and  yet,  on  the  other  fide,  the  only  power  that  was 
feared  by  France,  and  that  were  able,  in  conjun&ionof 
our  fleets  with  theirs,  to  awe  them,  by  what  they  might 
fufter  from  fca,  into  feme  ccnfideration  of  what  was 
fit  for  them  to  a6t  at  land. 

During  this  difcourfe,  which  I  enlarged  the  moft  I 
could  to  the  purpofe,  relblving  to  bend  all  my  force 
upon  the  effect  of  it,  I  found  monfieur  de  Witt  very 
attentive,  and  willing  to  let  me  go  on,  with  marks  in 
his  countenance  of  rclifhing,  and,  as  I  thought,  ap- 
proving what  I  faid  ;  which  made  me  refolve  to  go  yet 
one  point  farther,  and  to  the  root  of  all  that  could 
fpring  into  any  jealoufies  between  us.  1  told  him,  it 
was  true,  that  there  wanted  not  fome  among  us  that 
would  be  fo  wife  to  know,  that  it  was  impofTible  for 
us  ever  to  fall  into  any  firm  confidence  with  the  States 
upon  their  prclent  conflitution,  nor  particularly  with 
him,. upon  the  prince  of  Orange's  occafion  :  that  for 
my  part,  I  was  not  at  all  of  that  mind  :  that  thou^ 
the  king  could  not  lofe  the  afie(5tion  he  had  for  his  ne- 
phew, yet  he  was  of  opinion  he  could  not  expreis  it 
better  than  by  infufing  into  him  the  belief,  that  he 
could  make  himfelf  no  way  fo  happy  as  in  the  gpod 
will  of  the  States  and  trufiing  wholly  to  them  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fortunes,  and  not  to  private  feiJtions,  or 
frncign  intrigues  and  applications.  That  his  majefty 
was  of  an  opinion  himfelf,  that  princes  were  not  apt 
CO  do  themfch  es  more  hurt,  and  make  themfelves  lets, 
i»ny  way  than  by  affefting  too  much  power,  or  fuch  as 
ATw"  dinftiv  contrary  to  the  ftomach  and  genius  of  the 
country  which  fell  to  their  (hare :  and  bcfidcs  this,  I 

knew 
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knew  his  majefty  was  fb  juft  and  fo  reafonable,  that 
chough  he  (hould  take  kindly  of  the  States  any  relpedts 
they  fhould  fhew  his  nephew,  yet  I  did  not  believe  he 
would  otier  that  to  any  other  king  or  State,  which  he 
Ihould  not  take  well  that  any  other  fliould  offer  to  him  ; 
and  I  did  not  believe  he  would  ever  be  put  upon  any  fuch 
deligns  by  his  council,  or  his  people's  inclinations. 
For  they  who  looked  upon  the  prince  in  a  pofCbility 
of  one  day  coming  to  be  their  king,  and  that  loved  a 
Prince  who  grounded  his  power  in  the  affeftions  of 
his  people  and  loved  to  rule  by  laws,  had  rather  per- 
haps fee  the  prince  of  Orange  happy  in  the  good  will 
of  the  States,  and  fuch  moderate  power  as  they  fhould 
think  confiftent  with  their  government,  than  of  a  hu- 
mour that  aims  at  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  fubvert 
their  civil  conftitutions  :  fo  that  I  law  nothing  of  dan- 
ger to  them  upon  this  chapter,  either  from  the  judg- 
ment and  difpofition  of  his  majefty,  or  the  humour  of 
the  nation  :  but  was  confident,  in  cafe  wc  could  agree 
upon  matters  of  commerce,  nothing  could  ever  inter- 
vene to  break  an  alliance  that  was  lb  ufeful  to  our- 
felvcs,  and  ail  Chriftendom  befidcs.  And  fo  1  left  it 
with  him- 

Upon  this  difcourfe,  monfieur  de  Witt  with  very 
great  figns  of  fjtis faction  told  mc,  that  all  I  faid  was 
reafonable,  that  he  agreed  with  me  perfeAiy  in  it :  and 
upon  that,  faid  a  great  deal  of  the  fympathy  he  had 
ever  obferved  between  us,  and  how  cafy  that  would 
ever  make  any  thing  we  fliould  fall  in  treaty  pf.  That 
he  knew  from  monfieur  Meerman,  I  had  been  the  oc- 
cafion  of  giving  him  any  credit  in  England  of  an  honelt 
fiocerc  man,  and  he  would  never  lols  mine  upon  that 
cccafion  by  giving  the  king  caufe  to  brieve  other  of 
him.  That  he  confefled  he  had  often  told  me,  that 
AcStates  would  ever  be  contented  with  an  equality  with 
us  in  point  of  trade  -,  and  that,  provided  they  might 
know  what  it  was  we  would  be  at,  and  that  we  propo- 

fed 
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fed  nothing  but  what  was  equal  and  reciprocal  between 
lis ;  he  would  give  me  his  hand  (as  he  did)  that  he 
would  uie  all  his  endeavours  to  give  us  fadsfadbion  in  it ; 
and  he  thought  he  knew  the  minds  of  the  States  fo  well, 
that  he  durft  almoft  promife  it  me  in  their  names  by 
advance,  and  without  knowing  what  it  was.  That  ftir 
any  thing  amifs  in  the  marine  treaty,  he  did  not  fee 
how  any  complaint  could  be  made  of  what  I  had  done 
in  it ;  but  that  the  Ambafladors  at  Breda  ought  to  an- 
fwer  for  that,  if  there  were  any  thing  ill  in  it,  ours  be* 
ing  but  word  for  word  the  fame  with  theirs,  and  both 
parties  confent  being  neceffary  to  alter  what  was  then 
provifional,  as  what  is  now  more  formally  eftablifhed. 
That,  for  the  form  of  the  paflports,  let  me  but  bring 
one  drawn  up  as  we  defire  it,  and  in  terms  current 
with  the  forms  of  their  State,  and  it  (hall  be  immedi- 
ately agreed  to.     That,  for  defining  what  towns  ihall 
be  faid  to  be  befieged,  he  is  very  willing  that  ftiould  be 
done  too,  fince  it  imports  the  fame  for  one  as  t*o- 
ther :  and  even  for  any  other  matters  that  were  thought 
neceffary  to  be  added  to  the  marine  treaty,  fmce  no- 
thing elfe  was  defired  to  be  altered,   if  his  majefty 
would  inftruft  me  fuHy  in  all  points,  and  that  they 
jiroved,  as  I  faid,  equal  and  reciprocal,  he  would  once 
more  undertake  we  fhould  agree  upon  them,  and  de- 
fired  me  to  affure  his  majefly  lo  much  j  and  he  thought, 
the  fooner  I  was  inftrufted  in  it,  the  better  :  but  defired 
that  no  ufe  might  be  made  of  this,  to  encourage  either 
the  Eaft- India  company,  or  others,  to  make  new  ex- 
ceptions or  demands,  but  only  I  might  be  inftrufted 
in  thofe  which  had  been  made  already  :  and  that,  I 
faid,  I  durft  promife  him,  for  they  had  been  already 
digeftcd  before  the  council.     From  this,  he  fell  to  dil- 
courfe  of  our  alliance,  and  the  confidcrations  we  had 
to  ftrengthen  and  continue  it ;  and  how  much  he  was 
pleafed  with  what  I  faid  of  the  king's  refolution  upon 
that  point,  of  his  (hewing  them  an  example  of  conftan- 
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cy,  and  that  I  could  never  doubt  their  following  it. 
And  aniong  other  things  faid,  the  States  had  fucked 
Lhar  in  like  milk,  which  was  already  pafled  into  the 
very  fltfh  and  fubftance  of  their  bouy  :  and  we  might 
be  Lhe  more  confident  of  it,  fincc  the  minifter  they  em- 
ployed in  France,  and  through  whofe  hands  all  luch 
matters  muft  pais,  and  be  reprefented  to  the  States  by 
the  lights  he  fhould  give  them,  was  as  firm  and  ear- 
ned upon  it  as  any  man  could  be  :  that  he  knew  F  ranee 
would  try  them  as  well  as  us,  and  would  not  fay  but 
thry  might  pollibly  gain  fomeonc  of  the  little  provinces; 
but  tor  Hollaiid  in  particular,  and  the  provinces  in  ge- 
neral, it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  thought  on.     From  this 
he  fell  to  Ipeak  of  the  prirxe  of  Orange  ;  and  fcemed 
ver\-  much  pleafed  with  what  I  had  laid  on  that  fub- 
jecl,  bo:h  of  the  king's  difpofitions,  and  the  people's 
hurr.curs  and  thoi^ghts,  efpecially  that  of  the  Icing,  of 
doing  as  he  would  be  done  by  :  he  faid,  the  States  in* 
tsr.ticr.s  were  to  make  him  captain-general  of  their  for- 
ces and  admiral  tco,  though  it  was  not  mentioned  ; 
ar-d  to  this  purpofc  rhey  would  already  have  brought 
him  ir*to  the  council  of  ftate  in  order  to  fit  him  tor 
thcie  charges,  had  it  not  been  for  fome  of  the  provin- 
ces rh-it  had  hindered  it  upon  pretence  of  more  kindnels 
to  him,  and  dcfigning  greater  matters  for  him.     That 
it  WIS  indeed  agreed  thofe  charges  were  inconfiftent 
i^-ith  that  of  Sradt holder,  which  crave  as  much  authori- 
ty  in  th^  ci'/ii,  as  the  others  in  die  military  part  of  the 
EOVLrnment.     Thar,  confiderinc;  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
K2te,  ar.d  grcatnefs  of  their  milice,  there  was  an  end 
of  their  n  public  when  both  was  in  one  hand.     That 
for  his  pr.rt,  it  he  had  been  born  under  a  king,  he 
could  r;c:\er  have  confcnted  to  what  his  anceftors  did 
toward-  the  kir.g  of  Spain  ;  but  being  born  under  a 
co.r-.rrcr.WLalth,  and  fworn  to  mamtain  it,  he  could 
ccr.".  :r.t  to  nothing  that  fhould  deftroy  it ;  and  he  won- 
a:-jd  he  wit  had  liibfillcd  lb  long  in  that  danger  ^  which 

was 
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was  to  be  attributed  to  their  conftant  wars  abroad,  and 
to  the  great  moderation  of  thofe  princes  among  whom 
none  had  thoughts  of  it  but  the  laft  ;  nor  would  he  c- 
ver  have  fallen  into  them  without  having  been  put  up- 
on them  by  the  French,  who  had  his  breeding  and  his 
converfation.  That,  if  he  had  lived,  he  would  have 
been  the  ableft  of  all  the  race  ;  and  from  thence  fell  in- 
to commendations  of  this  young  prince's  parts  and  dif- 
pofitions  :  and  fo  this  matter  ended. 

For  the  bulinefs  of  Spain,  he  was  fcandalized,  as 
well  as  your  lordfliip,  at  that  queen's  flight  anfwer, 
and  pleafed  with  his  majefty's  letter  upon  it  He  faid, 
the  talk  of  Don  John's  coming  began  to  renew  ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  marquis  neither  anfwered 
upon  the  Swedifli  fubfidies,  nor  prefled  them  upon  the 
guaranty,  becaufe  they  had  refufed  to  give  it  without 
the  compliance  of  Spain  in  the  other  point.  I  purfued 
that  no  farther,  having  not  yet  heard  from  the  mar- 
quis, nor  from  the  Spanifli  ambafTador  here,  upon  it. 
The  treaty  between  the  emperor  and  Sweden  is  not  yet 
ratified,  upon  a  difagreement  in  the  private  article 
about  money  to  be  furnilhed  them  by  the  Emperor, 
who  ftands  upon  giving  but  one  hundred  and  eleven 
thoufand  dollars  a  year,  upon  fome  calculations  made 
by  fome  certain  quota's  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
empire  ;  and  the  Swedes  demanding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand:  which  would  make  one  imagine  the 
Spaniards  had  not  one  of  their  five  fenfes  left,  to  ha« 
zard  or  delay,  for  fuch  a  fum,  a  treaty  wherein  your 
lordfhip  will  obferve  a  particular  claufe,  leaving  room 
for  Spain  to  enter  into  it  as  they  pleafe. 

While  I  am  writing,  I  receive  this  inclofed  from 
the  Swedifli  envoy  here,  by  which  you  will  fee  how  un- 
happily a  poor  ambafTador  is  cmharcfsc  by  the  cere- 
monies that  hinder  him  from  feeing  tliofe  that  have  lo 
much  mind  to  it,  and  with  whom  he  mufl:  have  lb 
much  to  do.     What  expedients  I  fliall  find  hereafter. 


and  other  Minlfiers  of  State. 


n 


yet,  but  (hall  Jet  him  know,   that  being 
my  entry,  6f  ne  faifant  pas  Vambaffadeur^ 


I  know  not 

ixccgniio  till  my  .    .       _  ^         , 

ifh^  pleafcs  to  come,  and  be  content  that  as  incognito 
I  neither  receive  nor  conduft  him  out  of  my  cham- 
ber, I  fliall  in  it  give  him  all  the  civilities  he  expcfts, 
as  1  have  hitherto  done,  upon  the  fame  pretence  of  be- 
ing ycc  incognito^  to  all  perfons  of  quality  that  have 
fecn  me  here.  Your  lordQiip  will  tell  me  if  1  do  well 
or  ill ;  and  in  recompence  I  (hall  only  tell  you,  that 
1  (hall  not  think  I  do  well  longer  than  you  cfteem  mc 
what  I  am  fo  much,  your  fcfr. 


To  the  Count  de  Molina. 


Al  Sennor  Molina. 


Hague,  Sept.  9. 
MvLord,         N.  S.  1668. 


La  Haye,  Sept.  9. 

Ex-.  Sen'.       S.  N.  1668. 

A  Ftcr  a  tirefome  pa(rage  by      ^Ennor  mioy    dejpues  de  uh 

*^   fca  the  pleafurc  of  your     ^  fajfaji de  inar muy enfadofo^ 

ne  me  era  menejler  cofa  de  menor 
gujio  que  la  carta  de  V.  E,  para 
recrearme^  y  con  la  loigua  £- 
fpagnola  refrefcar  al  menoi  la 
memoriade  mispajfados  conteri'^ 
tamientos  dc  BruJftlL-iS,  Hs 
IcydQ  tan  bicn  el  pa  pi  I  adju'ita 
con  muJhi  cjTiina  dd  la  honra 
que  m:  b.:ze  el  fonsr  marquei 
de  yio  k  rjcrm*  clrid.t^lo  fiyctha^ 
do  r?ienos  en  fus  hucna^  graciaiy 
h  que  le  he  dr  //gad  Ct  r  como  dcV9 


Exctllencv's  letter  was  not  a 
little  necelVary  to  divert  and  re- 
lieve me,  rencwin;  with  the 
Spanilh  language  at  Icall  the 
mtmory  of  mv  paft  happincfs 
at  Bruliels.  1  read  the  paper 
that  came  with  it,  and  much 
cUcem  the  honour  the  marquis 
does  me  in  ftill  prefcrvii^^  inc 
In  his  mcmorv  and  fuvt.iir, 
which  I  fh^ll  not  tail  m.fclf 
of  acknov/1  edging  with  the 
lirft  occasion. 

I  am  much  pleafw-d  with 
what  they  tell  me  here,  of  the 
pKxi  condition  of  the  army  in 
Flanders;  and  that  they  be^in, 
with  the  money  they  have  re- 
ceived, to  recover  new  life: 
if  thev  h:.ve  too  much,  I  wifh 
it  Were  employed  in  Sweden, 

to 


c:n  h  primera  occajion. 

Mi  hiicl^o  m'lcho  d:  extender 
Icque  vie  dizen  aqu:  dcLs  lindai 
trcpjs  que  fe  huHun  aora  efi 
F'andciy  y  que  c:7?iier^an  a  cob^ 
rar  la  z'ida  con  el  din  fro  lo  que 
ay  de  fohrado^  quijicra  mucho 
que  fucjfe  en  Succia  para  ente- 
rar  los  de  ejla  gente  en  Ics  int  r- 
e:J$ 
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.to  bring  that  nation  into  the  ejfes  EfpanoUs. 
^Spaniih  intereft. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  your  Guarde  de  Dios  a  K  E.  lu 

Excellency  many  years,  and  annos  que  la  dejfeo^ynu  dinrn^ 

give  me  many   occafions   of  chos  cccafiones  di  fervir  U.  £jr- 

■Krving  you.     I  kifs  your  ex-  mo.  Sr.  B,  L.  M.  D.  V.  E. 

cellency's  hands,  ^c.  fu  mayor  fervid^r. 

To  my  lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Od:ob.  2.  N.  S.  1668. 

I  Received  the  honour  of  two  from  your  lordfhip, 
ot  the  4th  and  loth  paft,  together  in  one  packet 
from  Mr  Williamfon,  about  the  timeof  mylaftdif- 
patch  into  England,  which  was  the  reafon  of  my  not 
anfwering  them  the  fame  day ;  befides  that  I  had  writ- 
'ten  to  your  lordfliip  a  long  one  about  another  fubjed 
by  that  poft. 

For  all  that  touches  the  marine  treaty,  I  muft  re- 
fer to  my  lord  Arlington's  letters  by  this  ordinary. 
As  to  the  point  of  my  treating  envoys,  I  think  it  is 
better  to  let  it  reft  as  it  is,  than  for  your  lordfliip  to 
move  any  farther  in  it ;  and  be  content  we  fliould  fol- 
low, fince  we  are  not  at  prefent  of  a  humour  to  lead; 

I  believe  I  could  order  it  lb,  as  Spain  and  Sweden, 
and  this  State,  fliould  alter  the  cuitom  by  confcnt  with 
us ;  but  that  which  I  wiflicd  was,  that  his  majefty 
might  have  faid  fingly,  he  would  follow  no  other 
prince's  rules  but  the  old  ones  which  he  had  uled,  and 
feemed  to  approve  by  Sir  George  Downing's  demands, 
and  fo  given  me  order  at  my  firfl:  coming,  to  give  the 
hand  and  door,  as  all  ambafl!adors  did  till  the  French 
caprice  changed  it  about  eight  years  ago :  and  thii  I 
took  to  have  been  of  more  honour  as  well  as  advantage 
to  his  majefty  -,  but  it  feems  I  did  not  underftand  it 
right;  it  may  be  others  would  have  underftood  it  fo 
too,  if  they  had  feen  both  Spain,  Sweden,  and  thcfe 
States,  and  all  others  except  France,  follow  his  majefty's 
I  example. 
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example,  which  I  could  have  held  a  fair  wager  of, 
and  is  every  body's  opinion  here,  as  it  is  many  people's, 
that  France  itfelf  would  have  fallen  in  too,  upon  the 
advantage  in  commerce  with  other  minifters  which 
would  have  followed  it;  for  if  I  had  given  it,  not  one 
Refident  would  have  ever  fcen  the  French  ambaffador 
without  it,  whereas  two  or  three  of  them  now  do  both 
him  and  me.  I  am  fure,  if  France  underftand  it  right, 
they  will  take  an  occafion  to  change  it  themfelves,  and 
to  reap  the  firlt  profit,  and  all  the  honour  as  well  as 
pleafure,  of  feeing  us  all  dance  after  them  both  up  and 
down  as  our  leaders  in  a  country  dance ;  and  I  am  fure 
I  had  as  lieve  be  lame  as  do  fo  ;  and  cannot  tell  why 
his  majefty  fliould  not  think  of  being  in  the  head  both 
of  the  affairs  and  forms  of  Chriilendom,  as  well  as 
any  of  his  neighbouring  kings. 

I  acquainted  monfieur  de  Witt  both  with  the  ex- 
air:r.ations,  and  what  your  lordfhip  writ  about  the 
pril'oners  from  Surinam  :  he  is  of  opinion,  the  com- 
plaint lies  fliil  on  their  fide,  as  it  did  at  firft ;  that 
Caj^t.^.in  Ncedham's  perfon,  who  had  firfl  lef:  my  lord 
Wihi.wby  to  come  to  the  Dutch,  and  after  them  to  my 
lord  Wiilowby,  made  them  expect  nothing  friendly 
from  him  ;  that  his  commiffion  was  very  extraordinary, 
and  to  be  executed  upon  Indians  who  were  their  i'ub- 
jats  ;  that  he  knows  not  what  can  bi*  done  fartlier 
than  to  fend  ofiLndrrs  to  be  both  examined  and  pu- 
Tiiih  •.:  by  their  own  prince  ;  that  if  they  were  ill  ufed 
by  Lie  way,  tlic  Dutch  were  very  much  to  blame  in 
thzt,  *v  1  it  is  a  thing  he  abhors  (but  wc  have  vet  only 
thtir  own  words  for  that)  and  he  v/ill  enquire  as  far  as 
he  car.  •»  :o  the  whole  matter.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
havino;  no  inftru6lions  upon  it,  citiier  to  complain  or 
demand,  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  acquaint 
hini  with  it,  till  I  Ihould  receive  any  farthtT  orders. 
I  h?ar  the  fame  here  which  your  lordfhip  docs  th-.Tc, 
of  the   marquis   Callel-Kodrigo's    intentions  to  pais 
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through  England  into  Spain,  which  I  fhould  be  glad 
of;  1  believe  with  your  lordlhip,  he  will  have  credit 
in  the  councils  of  Spain  ;  and  fince  you  would  have  mc 
think  of  what  1  judge  fit  to  be  propofed  to  him,  I  will 
give  you  my  opinion  concerning  our  affairs  with  Spain, 
though  I  am  likely  enough  to  be  prejudiced  in  it  by 
fo  particular  acquaintance  with  the  weaknefs  of  their 
prefent  conduft,  and  divifion  of  their  councils,  as  vfcll 
as  the  confequcnces  of  them  :  which  are,  want  of  or- 
der in  their  government,  their  armies,  their  revenue, 
and  I  doubt,  at  prefent,  even  of  genius  in  their  na- 
tion, which  ever  rifes  and  falls  according  to  that  of  the 
prince  or  miniftry  :  for,  if  men  fee  the  way  to  rife 
is  by  worth  and  virtuous  qualities,  the  genius  of  a 
nation  will  run  that  way,  and  produce  great  fubjefts. 
If  they  can  hope  to  do  it  by  vicious  humours,  by 
little  arts,  by  warm  purfuits  every  man  of  his  own 
interefts ;  the  whole  fpirit  runs  into  thole  courfes,  and 
perhaps  the  faftcr,  from  the  propenfion  of  our  natures 
rather  to  ill  than  to  good. 

After  all,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  our  prefent  intereft, 
and  that  of  all  Chrillendom  befides,  in  fome  mcafure,  is 
the  defence  of  Spain,  and  not  only  in  Flanders,  but  in 
all  other  parts  where  it  rtiall  not  be  able  to  defend  itfdf 
againft  the  power  and  ambition  of  France;  from 
whence  alone  we  have  all  our  prefent  fears,  and  (hall 
find  our  dangers  upon  any  farther  growth ;  for  if  a 
great  accclfion  fliouid  cyme  to  them  in  Navarre,  Ca- 
talonia, Italy,  during  "he  Spanifh  king's  life,  or  upon 
his  death,  as  there  will  do  in  Lorrain  after  this  old 
duke's  life ;  we  fhoald  find  them  more  formidable  and 
troublelome  even  in  our  neighbourhood  ;  as  nourifli- 
ment  taken  in  by  one  part  increafes  ftrength  in  all,  if 
it  be  once  digefted.  'Tis  true,  for  want  of  heat  or 
ftrength  of  nature,  if  it  be  not  digefted  into  the  very 
fubftance  of  the  body,  it  will  grow  weaker  rather  thaa 
ftrongcr  by  it :  as  we  fee  in  Spain,  the  Ipirit  begaA  to 

fail 
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fail  by  the  wcaknefs  of  tlieir  kings  and  miniilers.  For 
this  rcalbn,  and  all  thole  which  tormerly  engaged  us  io 
finnly  to  bear  up  France  and  Holland  againlt  the  houi'e 
<rf  Auftria^  I  think  it  is  our  common  intereft  to  bear  up 
Spain  now  againll  France ;  and  the  more,  in  rd'pecl  of 
didr  being  now  lower  than  ever  the  otiiers  were,  by 
rcafon  of  the  king's  tender  life,  and  the  ditedtion  like 
XQ  enfue  his  d^ath  if  their  affairs  find  no  fteady  fup- 
port  from  their  neighbours. 

If  we  were  what  we  have  been,  what  w^e  might  be, 

and  God  knows  why  we  are  not,  at  home  \  1  think  our 

intereft  were  to  enter  fingly  into  a  defenfive  league  with 

Spain*  and  might  either  preferve  dieir  peac^,  or  elfe 

hope  to  make  a  (hort  war,   and  with  fuch  advantages 

»  might  countervail  what  our  trade  will  fuffer,  and 

(he  Dutch  grow,  during  the  time  of  our  b:?ing  in  war 

and  they  in  peace.     My  reafon  for  making  in  that 

talc  the  league  fingle,  is  becaufe  we  m  ght  thereby 

reap  alone  all  the  advantages  which  Spain  would  be 

able  to  give  for  their  defence,  whicli  would  be  great, 

as  low  as  they  are,  not  only  in  point  of  trad^  by  their 

»"OoIs  and  logwood,   but  by  great  ptnfions  in  yearly 

quantities  of  fait  from  Sardinia  and  otlier  pares,  which 

is  much  beyond  any  French  falts,  and  vyould  be  the 

fiune  as  money  to  his  majefty,  confiJering  what  quan- 

mies  his  kingdoms  fpend  :   and  belidcs,   I  doubt  not 

Aey  would  otter  us  conftant  paymrnts  of  ready  money  ; 

and  if  we  could  make  war  abroad  at  their  charge,  and 

whout  prcfling  too  much  the  fubjc<5l  at  home,  or  need- 

bg  them  at  every  turn,   1  know   nothing  were  more 

^^ious,  nor  perhaps  more  fafe  and  advantageous,  for 

flii  than  to  be  in  aAion  abroad,  efpccially  if  it  were  in 

!  ooqun&ion  of  three  againft  one,   and  not  as  we  were 

I  briy,  one  againfl  three. 

This  wc  may  be  fure  of,  that  the  Spaniards  will  give 

for  our  defenfive  league  than  for  all  odiers  ; 

not  much  care  for  any  odiers,   fo  they  may  have 
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ours,  and,  in  Ihort,  will  give  for  it  whatever  they  am 
able  •,  but  the  queftion  is,  whether  we  are  able  to  take 
fo  vigorous  a  counfel,  and  I  doubt,  not  :  therefore^ 
the  next  would  be  to  know,  whether  we  areyi,  to  en- 
ter into  their  defence  jointly  with  Sweden,  which  would 
either  awe  the  French  into  a  continuance  of  the  peace, 
or  elfe  without  doubt  make  the  party  ftrong  enough  for 
the  war  :  and  in  this  cafe  we  muft  be  content  to  ihaie 
with  Sweden  whatever  Spain  can  any  way  give  for  the 
purchafe  of  their  defence ;  and  where  our  gains  are  lels, 
the  confideration  will  be  more  of  what  we  may  lofe, 
or  the  Dutch  gain  in  trade,  if  a  war  fhould  break  out 
and  laft  :  for  there  would  be  no  other  refledions,  finoi 
the  Swedes,  I  believe,  would  enter  into  the  league  upon 
fuch  terms  as  Spain  could  make  them  :  and  the  Dutch 
would  afk  nothing  better,  than  to  fee  us  all  in  war, 
and  themfclves  in  peace,  without  danger  of  the  war 
ending  in  die  growth  of  the  French  power. 

The  third  way,  is  entering  into  a  defenfive  league 
with  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Holland  •,  for  in  all  cafes  I 
fuppofe,  we  might  reckon  upon  the  emperor,  as  far 
as  that  would  fignify.  This  I  think  were  certainly  to 
be  defired  in  what  cafe  foevcr  we  may  be,  either  to  ac- 
cept or  decline  the  other  two.  But  the  ills  in  this  are ; 
firil,  tly  unlikelihood  of  Holland's  engaging  in  it ;  for 
I  could  never,  fince  my  firft  acquaintance  here,  find  any 
difpofition  towards  it ;  and  then  the  incapacity  of  Spain 
to  fatisfy  the  pretenfions  of  benefit  from  them,  whidt 
we  might  all  three  pretend  •,  for  Holland  would  refblve 
to  have  a  (hare,  if  we  had  any  ;  fo  that  the  particular 
advantage  would  grow  only  to  Sweden,  by  certain  fob- 
fidies  or  benefits  in  trade  from  Spain  :  and  we  and  H<^ 
land  fhould  content  ourfelves  with  the  certainty  of  pre- 
venting a  war  by  fo  powerful  a  league. 

This  is  all  which  occurs  to  me  upon  this  fiibjeft,  and 
which  becomes  me  beft,  diat  is,  to  reprefent,  and  not  to 
advife.    For  matter  of  propofing  to  the  marquis,  I  fup- 
pofe 
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pofe  he  will  know  as  well  as  we^  that  the  propofals 
ought  to  come  from  him,  at  leaft  till  he  defires  to  know 
rfus,  what  we  demand  upon  a  defenfive  league,  which 
is  certainly  the  defire  of  Spain,  either  with  us  fingly, 
or  in  conjun&ion  with  the  reft  ;  and  were  the  more  to 
be  wilhed,  for  the  preventing  the  Spaniards  from  falling 
into  a  ddpeiate  counfel,  of  agreeing  with  France,  and 
quitdng  Flanders  to  them  for  advantage  on  the  other 
fide,  and  a  good  deal  for  revenge  of  their  neighbours 
preflin^  {o  hard  upon  them,  by  a  difadvantageous  peace, 
and  afterwards  irreiblution  of  maintaining  that  itfelf, 
hf  a  defenfive  league. 

If  the  king  (hould  think  fit  to  endeavour  the  difpo^ 
fing  of  the  Dutch  to  enter  into  it  (which  for  my  part  I 
chink  diey  are  engaged  in  by  the  firft,  as  I  remember, 
or  die  fecond  article  of  the  peace  at  Aix,  though  they 
do  not  conceive  fo)  I  ihoiild  make  fome  triaJs,  and 
give  account  of  what  I  find  ;  for  I  fear  we  are  not 
growing  faft  enough  into  a  pofture  of  making  thefe 
paces  alone,  at  leaft  by  what  I  could  obferve  or  hear 
during  my  Ihort  ftay  in  England,  which  was  but  too 
much  entertained  with  ill-bodings  and  complaints  : 
but,  quid  trijies  querimoniae  ft  non  fupplicio  culpa  recidi- 
tMT  ?  quid  leges  fine  moribus  vanae  proficiunt  '^  without 

Eat  virtue  and  fteadinels  in  the  government,  and  re- 
odon  of  going  through  with  whatfoevcr  is  thought 
ft  and  juft,  whereby  men  may  fee  that  the  only  way 
10  rife  is  to  deferve  it,  all  tempering  of  faftions,  taking 
off  perfons,  and  foothing  parties,  is  but  patching  up  an 
iD  houfe  :  I  mean  not  virtue,  in  a  peaking,  formal  pref- 
byterian  fenfe,  but  that,  which  the  greateft  nations  of  old 
fe  politicly  favoured  and  renowned,  which  confifted  in 
tfaofe  qualities  that  made  men  fit  for  the  fcrvice  of  their 
princes  and  countries,  by  ftrong  and  healthful  dilpofitions 
Ixjth  of  bodies  and  minds.  Your  lordlhip's  purdon  for 
dus  once,  and  you  fhall  hav^  no  mere  fuch  troubles  as 
thcfe  from  your  lordftiip's,  c^c . 
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To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Od.  2.  N.  S.  1668. 

Since  my  laft  I  have  received  your  lordihip*s  of  the 
I4di,  and  in  one  letter  from.  Mr.  WiUiamfon  an 
account  of  what  was  refolved  at  the  foreign  commit- 
tee, to  whom  your  lordfliip's  only  referred  the  deter- 
mination of  what  manner  the  amendments  of  the  ma- 
rine treaty  Ihould  be  purfued  in;  and  accordingly  I 
have  fince  fallen  into  the  debate  of  that  affair  in  all 
its  particulars,  with  monfieur  de  Witt :  and  the  dif- 
ferences between  us  are  not  great,  and  fome  of  his  ex- 
ceptions feem  fo  reafonable,  that  I  muft  be  furnifhed 
with  arguments  to  maint^  the  points  againft  hin^  if 
they  muft  be  infifted  on.-,  for  I  confefs  I  can  find  none 
of  my  own. 

Upon  the  firft  he  confents  to  the  change  of  the  form 
of  certificates,  and  will  accept  of  fuch  as  we  fhall  draw 
up,  fo  they  run  equal  on  both  fides  mutatis  mutandis  : 
but  to  that  which  the  Eaft-lndia  company  fay,  of  their 
defire  that  trade  may  rather  be  carried  on  without  any 
certificate  at  all ;  he  fays,  he  does  not  fee  how  that  can 
be,  or  to  what  purpofe  all  the  articles  are  againft  coun- 
terband  goods,   fince  it  is  by  the  certificate  whereby 
it  is  known  what  die  (hip  is,     and  what  the  goods 
are   fhe   carries,    and   thereby  all   farther  trouble  of 
fcarch  is  avoided.     He  fays,   he  ftiould  be  content^ 
and  the  advantage  would  be  theirs,  to  have  all  trade 
free,  and  none  to  afk  at  fea  what  another  fhip  was, 
whither  it  went,  or  what  it  carried  -,  but  fince  that 
cannot  be,  there  is  no  way  of  avoiding  difputes,  befides 
that  of  certificates  :  and  indeed  I  doubt,  the  merchants, 
in  that  confidered  not  the  main  end  of  the  whole  r^^i- 
lation,   which  was  to  avoid  quarrels  between  the  na- 
tions ;   but  only  their  own  private  intercfts,  in  faving 
[the  trouble  and  charge  of  certificates,    which  made 

them    . 
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them  likcwife  defire  it  might  be  from  die  magillrates  of 
the  ports  from  whence  the  (hips  parted,  and  not  ftova 
the  admiralty. 

Upon  the  fecond,  he  consents  to  the  psopoial  in  the 
Duugin,  with  only  die  leaving  out  thofe  two  words  [of 
hdU]  ib  as  the  ruTe  may  be  generally  to  all  places, 
and  DOC  confined  to  the  Indies  ;  which  I  had  nothing 
to  %  againft,  believing  thofe  words  fell  in,  only  by  the 
matter  coming  from  the  Eaft  India  company,  without 
flodcc  of  any  other  traders. 

Upon  thcfe  two  points  I  had  given  your  lordfliip  the 
account  formerly  of  my  having  at  feveral  difcourfes 
gained  his  con&nt :  and  1  do  not  find  that  any  thing 
be  excepts  at  in  them,  is  different  from  what  we  mean 
ourieives. 

For  the  other  points,  which  are  wholly  new,  and 
additions  to  the  treaty,  they  coft  us  a  great  deal  mora 
debate,  which  I  ftiall  not  trouble  your  lordlhip  with, 
but  only  the  refult  at  Icaft,  of  the  opinion  he  gave  me 
leave  to  write  to  your  lordlhip  as  his^  upon  them  ; 
diQugh  the  firft,  fecond,  and  fourth  were  all  of  more 
difficult  digeftion,  and  fuch  as  I  doubt  would  have 
pvcn  fome  work  to  commidioners  in  purfuance  of  the 
Breda  treaty  fo  much  as  to  have  touched  :  for  the 
mxh  is,  our  trade  in  the  Indies  being  fo  little,  and 
Aon  fo  much,  all  equalities  of  this  kind  are  gains  to 
V|  and  lofs  to  them. 

Yoc  the  firft  of  the  four  particulars  not  provided  for 
■the  marine  treaty,  he  contents  to  the  one  half  of  the 
feriod  ending  with  the  word  government :  but  for  the 
siKr,  allowing  liberty  to  pafe  any  river  or  pafs  leaJ- 
ii^  to  any  place  of  trade,  although  the  other  company 
ktff  a  fort  or  caftle  upon  the  faid  river  or  pafs  -,  he 
%i  it  cannot  poffibly  be,  nor  would  it  ever  be  executed, 
ioo^  the  States  ftiould  confent  to  it  ;  for  in  thofe 
Hfles,  the  very  end  of  either  company's  building  a 
ibct  or  caftle  was,  to  fccure  the  trade  of  fuch  a  country 
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to  themfelves ;  fo  as  they  would  by  this  article  lofe 
all  the  benefit  of  the  expence  they  had  been  at :  that^ 
if  to  fuch  nations  there  were  any  other  way  found,  not 
under  the  reach  of  their  cannon,  that  paflage  (hould 
be  free  :  but  under  a  fort  built  to  the  aforelaid  ends» 
he  did  not  believe  any  orders  would  compel  thofe  in  it, 
cither  of  our  nation  or  theirs,  to  fee  the  trade  they  had 
fecured  to  themfelves,  drawn  away  to  the  other  natkn 
by  a  free  paflage. 

The  fecond  particular  I  got  wholly  agreed  to,  though 
with  much  difficulty,  as  importing,  I  fuppofe,  more  ad- 
vantage to  us  than  any  of  the  reft,  confidering  how 
many  more  nations  the  Dutch  trade  with  than  we,  by 
virtue  of  fuch  agreements. 

The  third  was  without  difficulty,  importing,  as  wc  - 
both  conceived,  no  more,  than  was  before  provided  by  : 
the  marine  treaty,  and  more  particularly. 

For  the  fourth,  he  could  not  confent  it  fhoukl  ex-  : 
tend  farther  than  to  fhips  belonging  to  either  ooni* 
pany,  or  to  any  nations  or  people  fubjeft  to  dthe^  : 
company,  and  confcquently  under  prote6tion  of  dka: 
faid  company  ;  for  the  making  it  run,  in  the  words  €f : 
our  article.  To  awf  nations  with  whom  either  compmtf : 
fiidll  tradcy  and  not  in  enmity  with  the  other  con^am^ : 
would  occafion  only  either  company's  felling  their  piS*  ^ 
ports  to  all  the  nations  that  would  buy  them,  leaving  k  ^ 
afterward  to  difpute,  upon  any  accident  fhould  arriVl^  ^ 
whether  fuch  nation  were  in  enmity  with  the  odier.: 
company  or  no  ;  the  natives  maintaining  the  n^ativc^  r 
and  perhaps  the  company  the  affirmative,  and  it  tnKf_ 
be  upon  pretence  of  fome  new  injury,  which  had  Izohf- 
given  the  occafion  of  the  enmity  :  and  where  fuch  dm  9 
piites  ftiould  be  determined,  was  difficult  to  find.  Be^  ^ 
fides  he  argued  from  the  common  ufe  of  nations,  diit. 
paflports  operated  only  towards  thofe,   who  were  ftibtv 

I'ed  to  fuch  who  granted  the  paflports,  or  elfc,  by  al*. 
iancc  and  accord  between  nations,  to  fuch  as  were  oot.: 
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anodier's  fubjeAs  and  under  dicir  proteftion  :  but  how 

it  fbould  extend  to  other  nations  becauie  they  were  not 

in  enmity  with  our  ally,  he  could  not  fee  any  reafon, 

nor  had  heard  any  example.     But,  on  the  other  fide,  it 

was  ever  to  be  fuppofed,  that  there  would  be  no  need  at 

all  of  paflports  from  the  one,  to  fuch  as  were  not  in 

dimity  with  the  other  ;  nations  being  to  be  efteemed 

as  juft  in  their  adtions,  and  not  likely  to  difturb  or 

fcitt    another  without   at  leaft  pretence  of  enmity, 

vhich  woiild  be  a  fort  of  piracy  at  fea,   or  robbery  at 

land ;    but  in  cafe  fuch  a  thing  fhould  happen,  no 

other  nation  concerned  themfelves  in  it,    unlcfs  it  were 

ofiered  to  their  fubjefts,  and  confequently  to  perfons 

under  their  protcftion. 

I  thought  his  reafoning  feemed  good,  and  befides  I 
imagined  the  thing  was  not  of  weight ;  for,  where  one 
company  found  a  nation  not  in  adtual  enmity  with  the 
odier,  and  had  a  mind  to  protect  their  navigation,  they 
might  do  it  by  receiving  that  nation  into  their  protec- 
tion, and  then  giving  them  paflports  as  fubjefts  to 
them.  Where  nations  will  not  fiibmit  to  fuch  a  fubjec- 
don,  they  muft  protect  themfelves.  And  this  was  die 
lefiilt  of  our  conference,  which  came  to  no  fort  of  agree- 
ment on  either  fide,  fince  I  neither  had  power  to  do  it 
fiom  his  majefty,  nor  he  from  the  States  :  fo  that  we 
can  only  reprefent  on  each  fide,  what  paflfed,  and  attend 
our  orders  upon  them  ;  and  he  in  the  mean  time  difpofe 
die  States  to  his  opinion  when  we  meet  and  conclude 
fcrmally  upon  them. 

When  I  receive  inftru6tions,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be 
leceiiary  to  know  the  manner  as  well  as  the  matter  we 
are  to  agree  in  -,  that  is,  whether  a  new  marine  treaty 
is  to  be  made,  witii  thefe  particulars  to  be  digefted  into 
the  body  of  it  -,  or  elfe  thofe  to  be  pcrfefted  in  an  in- 
ftnunent  by  themfelves,  as  additions  to  the  marine 
tieaty.  For  the  doing  it  with  or  without  commif- 
fiooers  I  can  fay  nothing,  fince  fo  great  authors  are  on 

C  4  b'Jth 
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both  fides :  but  if  both  feem  neceflary,  one  to  the  fub- 
llajice,  and  the  other  to  the  form ;  I  was  thinking  whe- 
ther two  or  more  might  not  be  joined  in  commiflion 
"with  me,  to  treat  and  conclude  it  with  commiffioncrs 
of  theirs,  and  tliofe  to  be  acquainted  before-hand  with 
what  was  to  be  expedted  upon  tliis  matter.  But  I 
Icnow  not  how  our  cxpeftation  of  having  the  com- 
miflioners  mert  at  London  would  be  faristied  by  their 
meeting  at  the  Hague ;  nor  how  forms  go  in  joining 
commilConers  to  an  ambaffador,  for  a  particular  bu- 
finefs  i  and  fo  I  leave  it.     I  am,  ^c. 

To  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

.  My  Lord,  Hague,  Oft  12.  N.  S.  166S. 

T  Hough  I  could  not  think  it  became  me  to  in- 
terrupt your  grace's  bufinefs  or  entertainment 
by  empty  letters  •,  and  I  know  you  have  what  (hare 
you  plcafe  of  the  conftant  troubles  my  lord  Arlington 
receives  upon  the  account  of  my  negotiations  hercj 
yet  having  this  incloied  fent  me  to  convey  to  your 
grace,  I  was  in  hopes  a  good  letter  may  keep  an  ill 
one  a  little  in  countenance,  and  bear  me  out  in  taking 
this  occafion  of  prcfcrving  myfelf  in  your  grace's  fa- 
vour and  memory,  which  I  efteem  among  my  bcft 
poflcflions,  and  (hould  be  glad  to  find  ways  of  conti- 
ruing  them,  rather  by  fcrving  than  by  troubling  you. 
Whuft  I  can  do  nothing  towards  the  firft,  I  will  do 
the  lefs  towards  the  other,  and  content  myfelf  to  aflure 
your  grace,  in  the  language  of  a  plain  man,  that  none 
can  wifli  you  happier  than  I  do  in  the  courfe  of  your 
fortunes  and  honours,  nor  rejoice  more  in  the  prefagea 
I  make  of  both,  from  thofe  wife  and  generous  difpofi- 
tions  I  left  you  in,  of  employing  thofe  many  great  ta- 
knts  and  advantages  given  you  towards  his  majcfty's 
and  the  kingdom's  true  lervice  and  happinefs.  I  am 
llill  at  the  mind,  nothing  is  more  ncceiTary  to  both, 

tbao 
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than  the  continuance  and  cncrcafe  of  that  harmony 
wfakh  we  ufed  with  fo  much  reaibn  to  wifh  to  well  to» 
and  which  I  think  has  at  this  time  more  operation, 
than  that  of  the  fpheres  was  thought  to  have  upon  the 
good  temper  and  order  of  the  world.  For,  I  believe, 
the  fpring  of  all  the  motions  or  quiet  we  are  like  to  fee 
Toiffid  about  us  lies  in  that  point  and  thofe  counfels 
which  proceed  from  it. 

I  beg  your  grace's  pardon  for  this  trouble,  which 
I  (hould  not  have  begun,  but  to  end  with  my  being, 
my  lord,  your  grace's  moft  obedient  and  mofl:  humble 
tovant. 


fo  the  Conftabli  of  CaftUe.     Al  Ccndeftabli  de  CaHiUa. 


Hague,  Oa.  19. 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 
TJ  Aving  pafled  fo  much  time, 
*^  and  with  fo  much  fatisfa- 
ffion  to  myfclf,  in  his  majc- 
fty*s  fervice  at  Bniflels ;  it  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  lofe  the 
concern  I  have  ever  had  for 
the  intereft  of  that  country,  or 
to  avoid  rejoicing  with  your 
excellency  upon  yourfucceed- 
ing  in  the  government,  wifli- 
ir^you  all  honour  and  fatisfac- 
don,  as  forefeeing  many  ad- 
fantages  to  bis  catholic  maicfty 
m  ib  prudent  a  choice.  But, 
mfa  the  plainnefs  that  has 
been  always  natural  to  me, 
Imift  confefs  that  it  has  not 
ken  at  this  time  without  fome 
imet  that  I  have  loft  the  cor- 
K^ondence  of  a  governor  of 
Flanders,  with  whom  I  had 
CQptrAded  fo  great  a  friend* 
ttjo^  and  had  fo  entire  a  con- 
fidence I 


De  la  Hayfy  0£f.  1 9. 
Ex—.  Sen^  S.  N.  1668. 
O  Ennor  mio,  Haviendoflada 
*^  tanto  ttempoy  con  tantogujio 
a  BriiJJiUas^  de  la  parte  del  rey 
mi  fennor^  no  me  es  poJftbU  per^ 
der  el  encareclmento  que  he  Jiem'-' 
pre  tenidopor  las  cofasj  inter ef^ 
fes  dejie  pays^  ni  dexar  de  dor  a 
y»  E,  el  parabicn  de  fu  Uegada  a 
ejle  ggivierno  dejfeandole  en  itto 
mucha  fatii facet  on  y  honra^  c^nw 
augurando  a  fu  mageflad  ca- 
tolica  mucbo  provecho  de  tanfa^ 
bia  eleccion,  Pero  con  la  llaneza 
que  me  ha  fido  fiempre  natural^ 
es  meneffer  confejfar^  quenupefa 
mucho  en  efle  punt9  de  havtr 
perdido  la  cerrefpondeneia  de  un 
govern  ador  de  Flandes^  con  quien 
he  tenido  tan  eflrecha  amifiad^ 
y  intera  confianza  \  hallandomi 
aora  en  una  conyun£lura^  y 
aviends  difpuejh  Us  eflados  de 
aqui  de  tal  mamra  que  me  pa^ 
re^e 
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fidence ;  finding  myfelf  in  fucb 
a  conjun£ture  (after  having 
fo  difpofed  the  States  of  Hol- 
land) as  to  be  confident  of  ha- 
ving it  in  mj  power  to  do 
ibmething,  if  not  femething 
Tery  confidenible,  for  the 
common  good  and  repofe  of 
Chriftendom,  as  well  as  for  the 
intereft  and  fafety  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  monarchy ;  if  there  were 
at  prefent  a  governor  of  Flan- 
ders that  had  full  powers  join- 
ed with  his  own  deiires,  and 
confidence  between  us  to  a- 

S;ree  together  in  the  concert  of 
uch  a  negotiation.  I  doubt 
it  will  not  look  prudent  to  en- 
ter farther  into  fuch  reaibning 
with  your  excellency,  to  whom 
I  am  fb  wholly  unknown; 
though  perhaps  you  may  have 
Iieard  at  BruiE^Is  that  I  am  not 
a  man  ufed  to  build  caftles  in 
the  air,  no  more  than  to  engage 
myfelf  unfeafonably  in  affairs 
of  this  kind :  but  your  excel- 
lency may  believe  me,  that  at 
this  time  nothing  is  more  ab- 
iblutely  neceilary,  nor  that 
more  concerns  the  intereft  of 
Spain,  than  that  abfolute  pow- 
ers (bould  be  fent  either  to 
your  excellency,  or  fomc  o- 
ther  minifter,  to  treat  and  con- 
clude with  the  three  allies, 
and  which  is  likewifeas  necef- 
fary  for  the  pretended  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  Swedes,  as  for  the 
advantage  (in  fo  much  greater 

Soportion)  that  it  may  be  to 
ain  and  the  common  inte- 
reft 


€9m9 


rifipodir  chrar  algo^fin^  mucb^ 
por  el  hien  commitn^  y  per  el  re^ 
pofo  de  la  CbriJlUmidady 
por  lafaludy  interiffis  dihtn 
narcbta  de  Efparma^Ji  ejluvkra 
a^ra  lovernad&r  §  mintftr^  tm 
FUmdii  qtu  tuviern  p$dtres  im^ 
Jlantes  j  tan  hien  la  voUmtadf 
cmfUn^a  piiva  cwcurrtr  cemmtg9 
en  el  concierto  de  tal  negocis. 
No  pareclera  de  hemhre  dtfcret9 
de  entrar  mas  adelante  en  ejlas 
r ozones  con  V,  E,  a  quien  Jlej 
tan  defconocido  ;  aun  que  hien  pth- 
diera  aver  entendido  a  BruJfeU 
las  que  no  foy  hombre  para  dezir 
di/parateSj  ni  para  ponerme  fu" 
era  de  tiempo  y  occafton  en  cefas 
agenas.  Pera  crea  me  V.  £• 
que  no  fey  que  no  puede  aver  etra 
en  ejle  tiempo  que  toca  mas  a 
Efpannay  ny  que  la  tea  tan  m^ 
ceffaria^  que  de  ewinarfin  fer^ 
der  punto  oa  F.  E.o  a  otrs  mi* 
mftro  paderes  ahfilutos  para  trm* 
tar  y  comluyr  eon  tos  ires  at* 
liadeSy  loquefuera  menejier^  ton 
hien  por  la  fatisfaccion  preten^ 
dida  de  los  ouedefes^  que  por  ta 
utilitad  que  con  ella  fe  pmeie  d* 
can  far  mas  que  proporcienado  m 
la  Efpanna^  y  al  bten  cosmtuen 
de  la  Chriflianidad,  ho  mifim 
que  digo  de  una  parte  a  F.  E. 
vengo  de  dejir  de  otra  al  mim- 
Jlro  de  Suecia^  a  qui  refidemte 
porque  bien  becbo  de  very  que  cm 
las  ydas  y  bueltas  en  Efpanna  j 
en  Suecia  fibre  e/las  materiaSy 
no  fe  bar  a  jamas  fino  per  der  el 
tiempo  y  las  occafienesy  aunque  el 
primer 0  nunca  fe  le  velve  a  hs 
bembres^ 
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reft  of  Chriftendom.  Tbe  iame 
tfajt  /  iajr  on  one  fide  to  your 
aceUcncy,  I  come  from  fay- 
a^on  the  other,  to  tbe  Swed- 
lib  minifter  rdident  here :  for 
it  is  too  plain  to  be  feen,  that 
with  die  leng^  of  the  jour- 
neys, and  returns  from  Spain 
aod  Sweden,  nothing  can  be 
hoped  for  but  the  lofs  of 
time  and  occafions ;  the  firft 
of  which  never  returns  to 
vaorul  man,  and  very  rarely 
the  other :  at  leaft,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  if  we  do  not  this  win- 
ter make  our  ad vantange  of  the 
prcient  pofhire  of  affairs  for 
the  common  good,  we  are 
nerer  again  to  hope  for  the 
£une  occafion. 

I  beg  of  your  excellency, 
Aat  this  advice  may  be  only 
to  vourlelf,  or  thofe  in  Spain 
who  arc  mofl  concerned  in  it. 
Wliat  is  moft  neceflary,!  have 
told  your  excellency,  is  to 
bafien  the  powers,  and  that 
needs  no  confultation,  the  refl 
time  will  Ihew ;  and  'tis  not 
neceflary  the  Spanifh  minif- 
tCTs  here  (hould  concern  them- 
felTes  in  it  till  the  powers 
come.  I  engage  myfelf  to  dif- 
pofe  things  fo  here,  that 
whenever  they  arrive,  your 
acellency  (ball  be  able  to 
make  the  advantage  of  them, 
for  your  mailer  and  the  coun- 
tries vou  govern.  Your  ex- 
cellency will  not  look  upon 
dits  letter  as  coming  from  an 
ambaflador,  but  from  a  man 
extremely 
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benAreSy  j  wnn  raramitite  las 
poftreras,  A  U  menos  muy  cla^ 
ro  eftdy  que  R  ejii  hiviimo  no 
nos  approveciamos  de  laipriftn* 
Us  ffr  H  bzen  conimuriy  nunca 
bemo$  de  tfptrar  las  mifmaspsr 
ei  venitUrg. 


SuppUco  a  V.  E.  que  ejle  a- 
vifo  laftrve  ajolas^  fi  no  a  los 
tan  bien  en  Ejpanna  qui  fon  los 
mas  inter ejfados  en  ellos.  Por» 
que  lo  que  es  elnecejfario  lo  veng9 
de  defir  en  lo  de  haxer  venir  los 
poderesy  en  ejlo  nofe  ha  de  con- 
fultar ;  por  demas  los  tiempos  lo 
.Sran^y  nofe  avra  di  entreme^ 
terfe  a  quiy  en  el  entretanto  mi^ 
nijlro  Efpannol  antes  que  vergan 
los  poderesy  que  yo  me  encargo 
de  difponer  las  cofas  a  out  di  ma* 
nera  que  llegendo  los  V.  E*  avra 
di  approvecharfe  duellos  por  el 
bien  de  fu  rey^  y  de  los  payfes 
que  govierna,  r.  E.  no  ha  de 
tnterpretar  ejlo  como  viniendo  di 
mono  de  amhaxadory  pero  de  un 
hombre  muy  officionado  al  bien 
communy  y  un  poco  efclarecido  en 
las  cojas  corrienteSy  commo  a- 
vicndQ 
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extremely  dcfiring  the  public 
good,  and  that  has  been  a  lit- 
tle enlightened  by  having  fo 
much  part  in  what  has  been 
defigned  towards  it:  and  I 
hope  will  pardon  my  having 
entertained  you  fo  long  in  a 
language  that  I  begin  now  to 
forget,  and  had  never  learned 
well :  but  1  had  no  mind 
what  I  have  here  faid  to  your 
excellency  (hould  pafs  thro* 
another  hand. 

Pray  God  preferve  your  ex- 
cellency, and  give  me  the  oc- 
cafions  of  ferving  you. 


viendo  tent  Jo  tanta  parte  en  eU 
l^s  \  y  me  pardone  aver  la  en 
tretenido  en  una  lengua  que  y  a 
nmmenco  a  alvida^  aviendo  U 
ntmca  bun  apprendide;  per9  na 
he  querido  que  V*  E,  en  to  que 
la  digoy  avria  de  tercer^ 


Guarde  Dios  a  V^  E.  muches 
annoSf  y  me  de  las  occajiwes  de 
fervirla. 


I   kifs  your     exccllencj's 
hand,  fcfc. 


B.  L.  M.  D.  V.  E. 

Su  mayor  fervidor. 


To  my  lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Nov.  2.  N.  S.  1668. 

I  Have  had  the  honour  of  your  lordihip's  of  the 
13th  paft  fome  days  by  me,  and  deferred  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  it  till  this  poft,  that  I  might  make  it 
at  a  little  more  leifure.  I  muft  firft  beg  fo  much  fa- 
vour from  your  lordfhip  (for  I  (hall  efteem  it  a  kind- 
neis  to  me)  that  you  will  never  conftrain  yourfelf  to 
write  to  me  in  pain  or  trouble ;  but  upon  all  fuch  oc- 
cafions  ufc  either  any  other  hand,  or  any  others  cor* 
rclbondcncc  with  me,  to  fend  me  your  commands: 
and  in  the  next  place  I  Ihall  define  your  lordfhip's  be- 
lief, that  I  never  took  any  thing  ill  in  the  leaft,  from 
any  hand,  that  I  knew  meant  me  well  •,  and  am  very 
well  pleafed  to  hear  of  my  faults  from  my  friends,  as  I 
hope  they  will  ever  be  to  receive  my  juft  excufes,  and 
othtrs  I  (hall  never  defire  to  trouble  them  with.     I 

know 
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know  your  lordfhip  is  fatisfied  widi  what  I  did  in^ 
ihnring  that  letter,  having  given  you  the  advice  of 
ir  at  the  fame  time  I  proniifed  it  -,  and  I  fhall  make  ufe 
of  Ac  fMudent  intimation  you  pleaie  to  give  me  upon 
dm  particular. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  has  ieveral  times  fpoke  to  me  fince 
about  the  faviUon^   applauding  your  lordfhip's  refo- 
lurion,  or  at  leaft  inclinadon,  to  bring  it  to  fome  cer- 
tainty J  and  delired  me  to  offer  to  your  lordfhip  as 
inoft  advantageous  to  a  good  ifTue  in  it,  that  the  expe- 
dients he  propofed  you  would  6rft  mendon  as  your 
own ;  becaufe,  whatever  is  offered  from  the  contrary 
party  is  commonly  either  fulpeded,  or  defpifed,  even 
for  its  being  fo.     I  find,  a  good  end  of  this  matter  is 
the  point  he  has  much  at  heart,  believing  no  quarrel 
could  ever  happen  between  the  nations  if  that  occafi- 
on  were  once  out  of  the  way.     He  fays,   he  has  never 
yet  fpoken  to  any  man  about  the  offers  and  expedients 
he  propofed,  and  knows,  they  will  be  flomached  by 
many  here  -,  but  he  will  put  all  the  fhength  he  has  up- 
on it  to  make  them  pals,    or  any  thing  elle  that  is  at 
all  reafonable  in   the  cafe,    and  doubts  not  to  fuc- 
ctsd.     I    fuppoie  whatever  we  have  by  accord  with 
tbcm,    will   not  be  only  fo  much  of  a  gained,  inftead 
of  a  difpuced  right ;  but  will  engage  them  to  further 
our  pretence  of  fo  much  with  our  neighbours,  and  to 
fake  part  in  our  quarrel,   if  any  fhall  be  raifed  by  any 
of  them  with  us,  upon  that  point :  and  if  lb,  we  fhould 
knre  fbmething  very  fubftantial  for  that  which  me- 
diiiiks  is  very  airy  now,  and  which  ferves  only  for  an 
f  oocafion  of  wars  at  a  time  we  have  no  mind  to  enter 
into  any,  and,  I  doubt,  with  fome  reafon  :  for  if  we 
had  a  conquering  genius  at  this  time  among  us,  and 
i  Arcc  to  fecond  it,  nothing  could  be  fo  ufeful  to  us  as 
this  pretence  :  but  every  pilot  that  would  be  fafe  and 
f  ipcll,  muft  carry  fail  as  the  weather  is  abroad,  and  as 
[  dbc  fides  of  his  fhip  are  fbong  or  weak  to  refift  it. 

I  am 
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I  am  much  pleafed  to  find  I  have  the  honour  of 
agreeing  with  your  lordlhip  in  all  points  that  fall  into 
confideration,  as  well  this,  as  that  about  envoys,  and' 
about  the  benefits  of  a  quadruple  league  j   concern- 
ing which  I  writ  my  opinion  freely  in  one  to  my  lord 
Arlington  by  the  laft  poft,  being  the  only  thing  which 
can  crown  the  great  work  his  majefly  has  undertaken, 
of  fetthng  the  peace  of  Chriftendom,  and  giving  a  flc^ 
to  the  French  career,   which  about  ten  months  fince 
was  in  a  fair  way  to  over- run  us  all,  one  after  another ; 
and  hangs  ftill  like  a  cloud  over  all  their  neighbours 
heads,   leaving  every  one  in  doubt  when  and  where  it 
will  fall.     And  till  that  be  compafled,  I  Ihall  hardly 
be  fecure  of  Spain's  not  trinkling  at  one  time  or  other 
with  France,  for  the  remainder  of  Flanders,  at  leaft  up^ 
on    fuch  a  revolution   as  would  arrive  at  that  king's 
death,  if  not  before  :  nor  of  the  French  party's  getting 
ground  enough  again  into  Sweden,  at  one  time  or  other^ 
to  turn  the  biafs  of  that  crown  towards  the  French  in- 
terefls  by  the  offers  of  money,  which  can  beft  be 
made  them  on  that  fide  :   whereas  by  fuch  a  league 
Spain  would  find  their  account  in  keeping  Flanders^ 
and  not  fear  any  war  which  the  French  pretenfions  then 
might  engage  them  in  :  Sweden  would  find  theirs  bf 
Ibme  certain  fubfidies  from  Spain,  even  in  times  of 
peace,  and  by  affurance  from  them  and  us  of  greater 
in  cafe  of  a  war  :  Holland  would  be  broken  off  from 
all  retum  into  any  new  meafures  with  France,  and  be : 
forced  to  follow  the  common  intcrefts  and  counfels  of 
the  ^liance  :  Spain  and  Sweden  would  be  both  hindered 
from  entering  into  any  (eparate  concert  or  treaty  with* 
out  us  and  Holland :  the  emperor,  and  princes  of  die 
empire,  and  duke  of  Lorrain,  would  be  glad  to  be 
admitted  into  fuch  an  alliance  ;  and  his  majefty  would 
remain  head  and  direftor  of  a  league  which  would 
have  the  glory  of  preferving  the  peace  of  Chriftendonj', 
and  checking  and  bounding  the  French  greatnefs,  at*t 
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tane  wben  no  other  jnincc  durft  look  it  in  the  face. 
And  in  cafe  of  a  war  breaking  out  from  France,  in 
{fkt  ci  all  thele  defences  ;  I  iuppoie,  confidering  the 
Anu^jth  of  the  alliance,  and  the  temper  of  our  people 
It  home,  bent  wholly  upon  thele  counfels,  his  majefty 
would  have  rather  realbn  to  defire,  than  to  apprehend  it. 

I  conceive  the  wav  of  efiefting  fuch  a  league  mud 
be,  to  make  a  drau^t  of  it  with  monfieur  de  Witt  here, 
if  lie  can  be  finally  difpoied  to  it :  and  that  with  all  the 
iecrecy  in  the  world,  and  to  proceed  in  it,  as  near  as  is 
pofliUe,  with  all  tbc  faimels  and  equality,  in  the  con* 
fideiadon  and  comprehenfion  of  each  party's  interefts, 
irfiich  is  the  only  way  to  facilitate  (iich  negotiations  ; 
and  whenever  we  andmonfieur  de  Witt  are  agreed  in  it, 
dien  for  his  msgefty  to  take  upon  him  the  propofmg 
it  to  Spain,  and  trying  what  private  advantages  may  be 
ganed  from  that  crown,  in  confideration  of  his  both 
popofing  and  efieding  a  matter  fo  much  to  their 
advantage. 

All  that  feems  to  be  ^inft  fuch  a  counfel,  is  his 
nugefty's  prefent  want  of  treafure,  which  renders  him 
in  a  condition  very  unfit  to  enter  into  any  aftion  abroad^ 
by  provoking  France. 

As  to  that  :  Firft,  the  end  of  this  counfel  is  peace, 
aod  not  war  ;  and  feems  indeed  the  only  way  to  fecure 
ii,  by  letting  France  fee,  they  cannot  find  their  account 
m  a  war  ;  for,  till  they  do  that,  they  will  never  leave 
fhe  deiigns  of  it.  Then,  inflead  of  provoking  France, 
I  Ihould  think  this  would  make  them  much  warmer  in 
^kax  offers  and  applications  towards  us  •,  when  they  fee, 
Alt  without  gaining*  us,  they  are  abfolutely  bound  to 
Ae  peace  :  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  our  falling  at  any 
time  into  the  French  interefts,  is  the  ready  way  to  a  war 
;  abroad,  wherein  it  may  be  we  fhall  not  have  any  pre- 
;  Cnt  ihare,  but  fliall  pay  for  our  prefent  quiet  with  dear 
aneteft  of  the  utmoft  danger  after  tv/o  or  three  years 

time. 
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Befides,  though  our  condition  is  ill  towards  the  fop- 
port  of  a  war,  it  is  the  moft  imprudent  thing  we  can 
do  perhaps,   to  own  it,  if.  we  intend  to  continue  any 
commerce  abroad  •,   whereas,   looking  our  juft  debts, 
both  to  our  neighbours  and  ourfelves,   boldly  in  dip   ^ 
face,  will,   as  it  does  fometimes  with  a  merchant,  hdd  - 
up  our  credit  fo  high,   that  with  good  future  mana^-  ^ 
ment,  and  the  ftrength  of  that,  we  may  help  to  re-efta-  ^ 
blifh  our  eftate  ;   but  if  not,    nothing  can  keep  us  up  - 
fo  much,   as  being  clofely  linked  with  feveral  other  '-: 
traders  of  better  ftock,  who  will  by  that  means  be-  ^ 
come  engaged  not  to  let  us  fink.     And  in  cafe  of  - 
adion  to  fucceed  fuch  a  quadruple  alliance,  and  his   : 
majefty*s  neceflities  keeping  him  from  fiirnifhing  hii  : 
part  towards  the  fupport  of  it,  it  is  not  to  be  imamncd 
that  Spain  and  Holland  would  not  do  their  utmoft  to-   \ 
wanls  his  fupply,  rather  than  lofe  his  alfiftance   and 
leave  him  under  the  temptation  of  falling  into  any  new  : 
meafures  with  France.  .  '. 

After  ail  this,  I  think,  let  his  majefty  make  what  ; 
paces  he  pleafes,  either  bold  or  tender,  in  the  way  he  i 
is  (for  I  cannot  think  of  a  change  in  that  with  the  pre^ . ; 
fent  conjunctures)  I  know  nothing  will  be  fo  neceflary,   : 
with  the  forefight  either  of  peace  or  war,   as  forms; 
majefty  not  to  be  found  the  next  fpring  without  zsxff^:  > 
money  in  his  treafury,   or  credit  to  raife  it  ipeedily  aiig|: 
eafily,   without  relying  wholly  upon  his  parliamcntfi^ 
fupplies,  by  any  new  burdens  upon  the  body  of  thf  4 
people  \   for  that  can  hardly  be  done  without  long  um. 
perhaps  crofs  debates  of  the  houfe,  which  leflen  Ittjk^ 
majefty*s  credit  with  his  neighbours  whenever  thqf' 
happen,   more  than  the  fupplies  granted  can  raiie  itr 
and  befides,   after  fo  great  payments  as  the  king^iom^ 
has  continued  ever  fince  his  majefty's  reftoration,  c^*  . 
cially  during  the  laft  three  years,  though  joined  witili 
the  great  diminution  of  money  and  trade  during  the* 
war  i  I  queftion  whether  any  thing  confiderable  can  be  = 
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raiied  in  general  upon  the  people,  without  fome  rea« 
tarablt  occafions  of  averfion  and  complaints. 

But  nothing,  they  fay,  is  more  the  part  of  a  weak 
underftanding,  and  unfit  for  bufinefs,  than  to  propoie 
lod  inlarge  upon  inconveniencies,  without  fo  much  as 
oficring  remedies  :  and  therefore  I  fhall  fay,  that  firft^ 
iDcdiinks,  two  propofals  which  have  been  already  a* 
foot,  are  very  confiderable  towards  this  end ;  as  the 
idling  of  fmall  inconfiderable  quit-rents,  where  the  fum 
is  hardly  worth  the  charge  of  railing,  and  yet,  by  the 
mfon  of  the  trouble  to  the  tenant  by  them,  they  will 
yield  five  or  fix,  if  not  ten,  years  purchafe  more  than 
greater  rents :  if  this  counfel  be  tied  up  to  thefe  cir« 
cumftances,  I  think  it  ytry  advantageous,  and  as  pre« 
judicial  if  it  be  fufFered  to  go  beyond  them. 

Secondly,  the  felling  of  the  chimney- money  would, 
1  fuppofe,  be  eafily  granted  by  the  parliament ;  would 
take  off  the  tax,  of  all  others  moft  diftafteful  to  the 
fubjefts,  and  if  fold  at  pretty  eafy  and  moderate  rates, 
would  be  taken  kindly  of  the  people,  purchafcd  readi- 
ly, and  yield  a  very  great  fum  ;  and  the  moft  equal- 
ly raifed  that  any  could  be,  fparing  no  man's  part,  and 
lloldii^  an  equal  proportion  with  every  man's  eftate  : 
only  this  circumftance  fhould  be  in  it  to  make  it  eafy^ 
dttc  not  only  every  man  fhould  have  the  offer  and  pre- 
aq)don  of  his  own ;  but  if  upon  refufal  it  fhould 
he  fold  to  another  hand,  yet  it  (hall  be  free  for  the 
wncr  to  buy  it  of  him  at  any  time  within  a  certain 
fiKe,  as  of  two  or  three  years ;  and  the  prefent  pur- 
Ooier  to  be  content  with  the  profit  he  fhall  have  made 
ii  die  mean  time,  which  will  prove  a  great  interefl  for 
^capital. 

Thirdly,  a  reducing  of  the  intereft  which  the  King 

Cs  from  ten  to  eight  in  the  hundred,  with  which  the 
kcrs   may  very  well  be  contented,  and  muft  be, 
tl  fuppofe,  if^  the  King  pleafes,  and  finds  a  courfe  to 
■ukc  them  fee  their  fccurity  cannot  fail  them :    for 
Vol.  II.  D  two 
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tW6  in  the  hundred  gain  is,  of  all  reafon,  enough  £di 
them  where  the  fecurity  they  receive  is  as  good  u 
what  they  gire^  as  it  is  in  this  cafe  :  for  the  King's  fe- 
curity to  the  banker  is  in  eflfedt  the  banker's  f^uritf 
to  his  private  creditors  \  and  whenever  one  fails,  the 
other  muft.  Now  the  bankers  pay  but  fix  in  the  hun- 
dred at  mod  fbr  inland  money,  and  lefs  for  fome :  and^ 
I  have  rcafon  to  doubt,  a  very  great  trade  is  driven 
with  them  from  Holland  by  Dutch  merchants,  who 
turn  their  money  through  their  hands,  encouraged  b» 
the  great  intereft  they  gain  there  in.  lieu  of  fo  fmaU 
here,  that  the  States  have  lately  refufed  to  take  the  va- 
lue of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  of  the  duke  of 
Lunenbui^'s  money  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  and 
three  is  the  utmoft  that  any  man  makes.  And  if  the 
king  by  granting  good  fecurity,  punctual  payments^ 
and  the  reputation  of  good  order  in  his  revenue,  west 
gotten  into  credit,  I  do  not  fee  why  he  might  not  up* 
on  occafion  take  up  what  he  pleafed  at  fix  per  cent,  ai 
well  as  the  Sutes  do  here  at  two  and  a  half. 

"Fourthly,  to  enable  the  king  upon  any  occafion  (e 
give  better  fecurity,  I  know  nothing  would  do  fo  tnivA^ 
as  if  the  parliament  could  be  difpofed  to  fettle  l|l 
cuftoms  upon  him  fbr  one  year  after  his  death,  as  tlMj| 
are  already  for  his  life  -,  but  that  being  an  unceitap 
term,  money  will  not  be  readily,  or  without  exadioi 
of  interefl,  lent  upon  that  which  may  fail  next  daft 
ahd  yet  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  largeft  branch  of  chei# 
venue,  and  in  all  other  points  the  moft  certain.  *^: 
Fifthly,  if  any  thing  were  fet  on  foot  in  parlifUlM# 
towards  an  ad  of  refumption  of  grants  of  crown  Vinm 
finpe  a  certain  time,  ufe  might  at  lead:  be  made  ci^ 
towards  drawing  fuch  grantees  to  a  voluntary  compOf' 
fition  of  holding  their  grants  at  the  rent  ot  a  fotttfl- 
or  fifth  part  of  the  real  value  to  the  crown,  in  cov 
deration  of  having  fuch  grants  confirmed  by  aA'^- 
parliament,  or  the  King's  engagement  to  confent  to  lift; 
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dung  to  their  prerjudice,  after  their  conlent  to  luch  a 
rent  and  tenure. 

Sixthly,  a  view  may  be  made  at  lead  of  what  has 
been  gatnod  by  any  grano  from  his  majeft)',  above 
what  Wiere  realJy  his  majeily's  intentions  to  grant :  as 
when:  the  king  intended  to  give  tive  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  perhaps  feven  or  eight,  or  a  thoufand  pounds 
is  made  of  it :  and  the  Ikine  of  fums  of  money  out  of 
certain  benefits  granted  towards  the  raifing  them^ 
and  what  is  found  to  be  beyond  the  intention  of  the 
kine^s  grant,  to  be  repaid. 

Many  fmaller  particulars  might  perhaps  be  thought 
of;  all  which,  with  what  has  been  menuoned,  will  be 
made  valuable  by  a  good  order  in  the  management, 
and  a  ffauich  hand  in  grants  hereafter,  till  the  king  be 
as  much  betbre-hand,  as  he  is  behind-hand  now.  I 
am,  mjr  lord,  your,  &r. 

7b  Mr.  *  Mountague. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  2.  N.  S.  1669. 

IT  is  an  ill  fign  of  die  dulncfs  of  this  place,  that  I 
muft  have  recourle  to  the  compliments  of  the  Icafon 
the  occafion  of  a  letter ;  and  that  I  can  find  very 
lilde  to  iay  from  hence,  befides  wifhing  your  lordfhip, 
aocording  to  our  good  old  (hie,  a  merry  Chriilmas. 
The  Spaniards  have  not  yet  had  fo  much  good  nature 
as  to  make  ours  here  the  merrier,  with  their  two  hun« 
died  dioufand  crowns  :  I  aoubt  it  has  fome  enchant- 
neat  or  other  upon  it ;  and  is  not  to  be  delivered  but 
in  fiHne  fatal  hour,  or  by  fome  charmed  knight.  All 
is  here  frozen  up ;  and  the  biilijp  of  Munfter  may 
march  if  he  plcales  \  but  if  he  do,  as  has  b^cn  fo  much 
talked,  will  blow  his  fingers  unlcfs  lie  receives  very 
peat  influences  troni  your  warmer  climate  :  fcr  the 
good  pay  of  the  States  is  in  fo  much  credit  among  their 
*  Aftcrwardft  duke  of  Montague. 

D  2  neigh- 
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Neighbours, '  that  I  believe  they  will  not  'want  what 
forces  they  ftiall  have  occafion  for,  befides  what  they 
have  a- foot. 

I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  hear  what  becomes  of  iny 
tord  and  lady  of  Northumberland,  and  how  long  they 
intend  their  pilgrimage,  fuppofing  your  lordfhip  keeps 
fome  correlpondence  with  them,  of  which  I  am  out  of 
the  way ;  but  very  much  in  that  of  being,  my  lord, 
your  excellency's  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

T!o  my  lord  Arlington^ 

My  Lord,  Hague  Jan.  18.  N.  S.  16^; 

TH  E  baron  d*Ifola  arrived  here  yefterday ;  I  ha:?e 
this  afternoon  had  fome  difcouifes  with  him  iqp*  : 
on  the  fubjeft  of  his  journey,   which  he  profess  ib 
be  a  defire  of  advancing  the  treaty  of  guaranty,  as  ^if 
thing  his  mafter  has  more  intereft  in  than  Spain  itfij^  ; 
which  will  be  better  able  to  fubfift  after  the  lofi  «f  ■ 
Flanders,  than  the  Empire  can.     I  find  he  came  widi 
hope^  of  effefting  much  by  his  eloquence  and  gita 
parts,  and  by  making  others  fee  more  of  their  own  id 
terefts,   than  they  were  willing  to  do.     And  fb 
two  themes  wherein  he  came  provided,  were  to 
it  evident  that  France  would  open  the  war  again 
foring,  and  within  fix  weeks  attack  either  Burgundjr^ 
Luxenburgh ;   and  on  the  other  fide,  that  the 
of  Spain,  as  they  are  now  compofed,  if  they  faw  ndtjj 
folid  and  firm  afliftance  from  their  neighbours, 
fall  into  the  eafieft  way  of  ending  that  matter,  by  j 
ing  up  Flanders  upon  the  beft  terms  they  could: 
they  were  as  a  fick  man,  that  would  not  or  could 
help  themfelves,  and  were  fo  to  be  dealt  with  by  ' ' 
that  were  fo  deeply  concerned  in  their  lofs,  as 
States  in  particular  feem  to  be :    and  that  after 
difarming  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  which  France  had  iiv^; 
tcfolvcd,  and  the  fcizing  of  Burgundy,  which  wouw  ' 
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be  their  next  work ;  it  would  be  impoflible  to  main- 
tain a  war  in  what  remains  of  Flanders,  when  they 
could  do  it  no  longer  by  diverfion,  after  thefe  t^^'0  in- 
lets into  France  flopped  up.  From  this  we  fell  into  the 
ftory  of  the  Swedifh  fubfidies,  and  the  hardfhips  put 
upon  Spain  in  that  bufinefs  *,  all  which  I  fuppole  your 
Icrdfhip  has  heard  a  dozen  times  already,  and  are 
obvious  enough,  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  repeat  them, 
DOC  remembering  any  thing  new  in  that  difcourfe : 
but  it  ended  with  Spain's  having  lefs  reafon  to  pay  for 
that  peace,  than  France;  fince  the  guaranty  offered 
would  be  equal  to  both,  and  the  gain  of  the  war  had 
been  ail  on  the  French  fide:  that  for  his  part,  he 
could  truft  little  in  any  treaty  where  the  obligations 
were  not  reciprocal ;  and  when  the  guaranty  was  gi- 
wn,  he  did  not  know  whether  thefe  States  would  not 
be  fbU  apt  to  facrifice  any  new  conquefls  France  fhould 
make,  to  any  unreafonable  peace,  provided  die  dan* 
ger  grew  not  nearer  them  :  and  he  had  the  more  reafon 
fio  bdicve  it,  by  a  refolution  he  was  aflured  of,  among 
the  States  of  Holland,  to  treat  with  France  about  di- 
vmiag  their  attempts  upon  Flanders  in  cafe  of  the  king 
of  gain's  death,  and  leaving  all  the  refl  of  that  mon- 
ariiy  open  to  his  pretenfions. 

This  was  the  fubflance  of  his  firfl  difcourfe  :  upon 
rtich  I  told  him,  that  the  friendlieft  office  I  could  do 
Mm  at  his  arrival,  was  to  tell  him,  what  men  and 
lAat  rcfolutions  he  would  find  here,  to  the  end  he 
pig^  not  lofe  his  paces  by  their  being  at  firfl  ill  direfted. 
Iliat,  for  their  own  interefl  in  the  prefervation  of  Flan- 
.ders,  they  thought,  they  underflood  it  as  well  as  any  o- 
liicr  of  their  neighbours,  and  needed  no  new  lights  in  that 
yrofpeft,  nor  new  motions,  to  engage  in  its  defence,  if 
:jbcy  might  hope  to  fucceed  :  that  this  depended  upon 
fjjpain's  good  conduit  and  provifions  in  Flanders,  and  up- 
:  flu  their  Citisfying  Sweden.  That  widiout  Sweden's  en- 
f^^^ment,  Holland  could  do  nodiing  confiderable  in  their 
D  3  defence. 
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defence,  lying  open  to  the  French  on  one  fide,  and  the 
fliop  of  Munfter  on  the  other ;  and  without  Hollanc 
might  affure  himfelf,  the  king  would  never  intereft  \ 
felt  in  their  quarrel,  but  feek  his  meafures  fome  way  < 
io  that  the  ftrength  of  their  whole  afliftancc  dcper 
upon  the  engaging  of  Sweden,  and  that  upon  payr 
of  the  fubfidies.  That  I  would  tell  him  treel; 
thought  Holland  might  be  induced  to  give  a  ger 
guaranty,  according  to  the  article  of  the  treaty  at . 
That  if  his  majefty  and  Sweden  would  be  induce< 
join  with  them  in  it,  h  thought  it  was  the  ches 
oargain  that  ever  any  crown  had  made.  That  I 
lievcd  a  guaranty,  without  reciprocal  engagcmc 
hiore  to  their  advantage,  and  lefs  to  ours>  than  a  de 
five  league,  which  they  fo  much  defired  :  but  yet 
conjuncture  was  fuch,  and  the  refpefts  that  entercc 
tx>  it,  as  I  could  aflure  him  he  would  tail  in  the  ] 
fiiit  of  the  laft ;  and,  I  believed,  might  fuccecd  ii 
would  content  himfelf  with  the  other.  That,  if 
thing  elfe  were  in  the  way,  there  was  not  time  lefi 
it,  and  therefore  I  would  advife  him  to  lofe  r 
about  it.  That,  for  what  Ihould  happen  after  the  I 
of  Spain's  deadi,  I  was  confident,  neither  the  king 
the  States  would  enter  into  it ;  but  leave  thofe  confi< 
ations  to  the  feafon  in  which  they  Ihould  arife,  1 
Jf  Spain  was  refolved  to  deftroy  themfelves,  that  w 
thing  beyond  all  our  prevention  or  remedy,  ani 
only  to  be  bemoaned,  and  no  more  to  be  thought 
if  they  would  be  prcferved,  they  knew  the  price,  wl 
is,  the  Swedifh  uibfidies,  and  could  beft  tell  wha 
it  were  worth  it  or  no. 

This  I  thought  was  the  beft  way  of  dealing  tdt 
perfon  that  had  more  wit  a  great  deal  than  I,  am 
would  be  fure  to  have  the  better  in  argument :  and 
fides,  I  thought  it  fitteft  for  a  bufinefs,  which  it  is 
ceflary  to  bring  to  fome  fhort  ifluc  :  and  the  ht 
fccmcd  not  to  refeht  it  ill,  and  faid,  Well,  if  you 
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ccrain  the  Dutch  will  not  be  brought  to  a  league  with 
us,  wc  muft  think  of  what  we  can  have,  and  not  what 
"wc  cannot :  and  all  that  remained  to  be  done,  was  to 
draw  up  the  form  of  a  guaranty,  and  fend  it  to  the  con- 
ftable  :  and  lee  him  know,  that  upon  fatisfaftionof  the 
Swcdilh  fubfidies,  that  ihould  be  ready  for  him,  and 
withoLit  it  v^e  had  no  more  to  fay.  I  told  him  I  thought 
he  w^i  in  the  right  way,  and  hoped  he  would  fucceed  in 
ki  and  allured  him  ot  our  endeavours  to  draw  Sweden 
to  the  fame  meafures^  and  perfuade  them,  if  need 
were,  co  feme  litde  eafe  in  the  terms  of  payment.  He 
aiktd  me,  in  cafe  the  fubfidies  were  not  paid,  and  the 
guaranty  given,  and  France  fhould  next  March  attack 
Burgundy  or  Luxenburg,  what  I  thought  we  would  do? 
I  cold  him,  1  was  ever  to  think,  that  the  king  and 
his  allies  would  dO:  upon  all  occafions,  what  they  had 
engaged.  He  would  have  had  me  join  with  him  in 
drawing  up  an  instrument  of  guaranty ;  but  I,  that 
had  a  mind  to  excufe  myfelf,  at  lead  till  I  received 
my  inftruccion,  advifed  him  to  propofe  it  to  monfieur 
de  Vv  ice,  with  whom  he  had  an  hour  afligned  upon  our 
parting.  And  fo  our  firft  conference  ended.  I  am, 
mjlofU,  your,  i^c. 

To  my  lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Apr.  24.  N.  S.  1669. 

UP  O  N  a  late  converfation  with  monfieur  de  Witt, 
though  I  had  fome  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  yet  I 
diink  I  had  none  to  take  any  notice  of  it ;  but  I  am 
fcry  fure  I  can  have  no  reafon  for  doing  it  to  any  other 

Crlbn,  but  to  your  lordfhip,  of  whole  friendfliip  I 
ve  had  fo  many  tcftimonies,  and  with  whom  I  have 
lived  in  fo  much  confidence  ever  fince  our  firft  ac- 
quaintance. The  i>rcfent  fubjeft  is  fo  delicate,  that  I 
can  hardly  tell  how  :o  touch  it  myfelf,  or  to  tiuft  it  in 
any  other  hands  but  your  lordfhip's,  who  will  better 
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judge  whether  any  ufc  may  be  made  of  it,  and  I  am 
fure  will  make  no  ill  one ;  nor  do  I  expeft  there  can 
be  other,  dian  to  gain  fome  light  in  a  matter  wherein 
I  am  wholly  ignorant,  and  perhaps  your  lordfhip 
may  not  have  been  curious  enough  to  obferve  {o  near ; 
and  which  it  is  yet  very  neceffary  for  us  both  to  be  as 
well  informed  as  we  can. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  came  to  me,  as  he  faid,  upon  t 
particular  vifit  -,  and  as  a  friend,  not  a  minifter  :  buc 
the  occaHon  of  it  at  prefent  he  would  confefs,  was,  to 
acquaint  me  with  a  converfation  he  had  lately  had  widi 
monfieur  Puffcndorff,  a  Swedifh  agent,  who  pafled  this 
way  from  Paris  to  his  own  country  :  that  he  had  been 
fome  time  at  the  French  court  fmce  our  meafures  taken 
by  the  triple  alliance,  and  the  negotiations  fet  on  foot 
with  the  Spaniards  in  confequence  of  them.    That  the 
minifters  in  France  had  taken  much  pains  to  perfuade 
him  that  Sweden  would  find  their  account  very  ill  ia 
purfuing  thofe  meafures  :  that  Spain  would  fail  theoi^ 
in  what  was  pretended  from  them  ;  and  that  Holland 
alone  would  not  be  able  to  fupport  them,  or  the  mea* 
fures  they  had  raflily  taken  :  and  to  make  this  good, 
the  minifters  there  had  at  length  told  him  (but  as  a 
fccret  only  for  the  fervice  and  information  of  the  court 
of  Sweden)  that  England  would  certainly  fail  them ;  and 
was  already  changed  in  the  courfe  of  all  thofe  counlels 
they  had  uken  with  Holland  and  Sweden,  though  they 
did  not  think  fit  to  let  any  thing  of  it  appear :  and  the 
fecret  was  yet  in  very  few  hands,  cither  in  the  Frendi 
or  the  Englifli  court.     That  when  this  agent  (cemcd 
incredulous  of  all  this  ftory,  and  to  fufpeft  that  it  was 
artificial,  and  only  intended  to  give  an  umbrage  or 
falfe  light  to  the  court  of  Sweden,  and  thereby  help 
them  to  make  the  firft  falfe  ftep ;  monfieur  Turenne  at 
Jaft  fhewed  him  a  letter  from  monfieur  Colbert  their 
ambaflfador,  wherein  he  gave  an  account  of  the  hap- 
py fuccefles  he  had  met  with  in  his  negotiations,  at 
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our  court,  of  the  good  difpofitions  there,  and  e(pe- 
ciaiiy  thofe  of  fome  of  our  chief  minifters ;    upon 
which  he  added  thefe  words,  *  Et  je  kur  ay  enfinfait 
feniir  tout  Pet  endue  de  la  liber alite  de  fa  majefte. 

Here  monfieur  de  Witt  ftopped  as  if  he  had  no  more 
to  fay,  and  with  a  very  equal  countenance ;  though  I 
found  he  had  obferved  mine  more  narrowly  all  the 
while  he  was  talking,  as  well  as  when  he  ended.     For 
my  part,  though  I  thought  the  ftory  and  the  circum- 
ftances  very  odd,  and  knew  not  what  to  make  of  it  \ 
jet  I  believe  I  looked  innocent,  and  thereby  as  uncon- 
cerned as  he  did.     I  told  him  I  had  reafon  to  be  fur* 
prifed  at  what  he  had  faid,  but  did  not  know  whether 
we  had  either  of  us  any,  to  put  much  weight,  or  draw 
any  great  confequence  fi-om  all  this  llory  :  that  there 
might  be  artifice  in  it,  on  leveral  hands  \  and  fome 
of  thofe  it  had  pafled  through  might  deceive,  and 
odicrs  be  deceived ;  that  there  might  be  miftake  in 
mens  apprehenfions  of  what  paflfed  in  talk,  and  the 
relations  too :  that  monfieur  Colbert  might  fay  a  great 
deal  to  value  his  fervices  to  his  court,  and  more  than 
he  thought  himfelf :  that  the  Swcdilh  agent  might  be 
nude  partial  in  France  to  their  interefts,  and  wifh  his 
crown  llill  in  them,  as  mod  beneficial  to  the  minifters 
riicrc  that  were  fo  engaged  :  that  it  was  at  leaft  arti- 
ficial in  the  French  court,  to  employ  monfieur  Tu- 
lenne  to  give  this  notice  to  the  Swedifli  agent,  and  fliew 
him  monfieur  Colbert's  letter,  which  had  been  more 
fropcr  for  a  fecretary  of  ftate ;  but  that  it  was  likely 
monfieur  Turenne's  fliewing  it  and  believing  it,  would 
hive  more  credit  and  more  effeft  in  the  court  of  Swe- 
den.    That  farther  than  this  I  had  nothing  to  fay  up- 
on it,  befides  protefting  to  him  upon  my  honour  and 
truth,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  it ;  nor  had  I  reafon, 

•  JrJ  I  l>a-ve  at  laji  made  them  fenfiblc  of  the  ^whok  extent  of  his 
mMJefiy^  liberality, 
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by  any  thing  I  heard  from  England,  to  fufpe^t  any  more 
than  I  knew.  That  I  had  told  him,  upon  the  negotia- 
tion of  our  laft  alliance  and  his  fufpicions  of  our  in* 
conftancy  in  England,  what  I  truly  thought  of  the  diP 
pofitions  and  intentions  both  of  his  majefly  and  his 
minifters  :  that  I  knew,  and  all  men  confeffed,  their 
intercfts  were  h  deep  in  it,  as  well  as  the  humour  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  that  it  was  hard  to  think  I  coukl 
be  deceived.  That,  hoT^'ever,  I  could  anlwer  for  up 
man  but  myfelf,  and  that  I  would  ;  that  if  ever  thcfe 
tneafures  were  broken,  it  Ihould  not  be  by  me  ;  nor 
Ivould  I  ever  have  any  part  in  deftroying,  what  I  had 
the  honour  of  building,  fo  much  for  the  lafety,  as  I  con- 
ceived, of  both  our  nations,  and  the  reft  of  Chhllcndom  % 
and  with  fo  much  glory  and  applaufc  to  his  majefly't 
counfels  upon  that  occafion.  I'hat  I  was  (till  of  the 
fame  mind,  and  had  no  more  to  fay. 

Monfteur  de  Witt  fmiled,  and  faid,  what  he  had  told 
me  was  but  as  a  friend  and  in  converladon  ;  ana  left 
me  to  make  what  ufe  I  pleafed  of  it,  or  none  if  I 
diought  fit,  without  drawing  it  into  farther  confe- 
quence ;  that  he  had  been  very  fuipicious  when  he  fiift 
entered  into  the  miniftry,  but  had  been  fo  often  decei¥- 
1^  by  it,  that  he  had  cured  himielf  of  that  quaiitj; 
That  he  knew  very  well  it  had  been  faid  among  fiiiae 
foreign  minifters  here  fome  months  fince,  ♦  ^V/  fimt 
Mvouer  Qti'ily  a  eu  pour  neuf  mots  du  plus  grand  min^at  ' 
du  monae  en  Angleterre ;  as  if  they  believed  fome  changes 
had  befallen  our  counfels  before  the  laft  year  ended. 
That  for  his  part,  who  went  to  the  fubftantial  as  neir 
as  he  could,  and  the  plaineft  way,  he  had  made  bot  -' 
one  refleftion,  and  kept  that  as  much  as  he  could  19 
himfelf :  which  was,  that  after  my  embafTy  hither  had 
been  refolvcd  in  England,  to  fupport  and  improve 
the  ends  of  our  laft  alliances,  and  to  engage  the  eni« 

•  That  it  imtft  he  confejjed,  tfjtri  bos  been  for  nine  msnths  th  gruUefi 
mniftry  m  the  *world  in  EngUtmL 
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pCTor  and  chief  princes  of  the  empire,  as  well  as 
Spain,  in  the  fupport  of  them,  he  could  not  but  won- 
der to  find  me  engaged  of  late  by  my  orders  from 
court  fo  warmly  in  a  chicane  about  fuch  a  trifle  as  that 
of  Surinam,  and  in  fo  many  eager  difputes  about  the 
pretenfions  of  our  Eafl-India  company,  which  were  fit- 
ter for  merchants  than  for  minifters,  and  looked  as 
if  we  had  them  more  at  heart,  than  the  purfuit  of  thofe 
public  intereib  that  were  thought  fo  neceffary  for 
Chriftendom  at  my  firft  coming  over  :  but  after  all,  for 
his  part  he  would  go  on  ccMiftantly  upon  the  foot  of  our 
laft  aliiance,  as  the  beft  ground  of  our  common  fafety  \ 
and  believed  the  Stares  would  do  fo  too,  till  his  majefty 
or  his  minifters  should  let  them  plainly  fee,  he  had 
dunged  his  meafures.  And  vvith  this,  rifing  up,  he 
ftemed  not  to  expeft  any  anfv;er,  but  to  go  away  in 
very  good  humour  :  and  I  was  not  very  defirous  to 
dnw  our  difcourfe  into  more  length,  and  lb  it  ended. 

It  Is  time  this  letter  (hould  do  fo  too,  which  I  defirc 
yo'jr  lordfhip  w^ll  burn  wh.n  you  liave  read  it  -,  and 
totbrgtr  it,  it  you  find  nooccafion  to  tliink  farther  of 
it-,  and  then  I  fhall  endeavour  to  do  fo  too.  I  am  lure 
ir  Ihou- J  never  have  begun,  if  it  were  not  to  end  with 
the  proteflions  of  that  truth  and  pafTion  wherewith  I 
an,  my  lord,  your  lordlhip*s  moft  faithful  and  moft 
humble  fervant. 

To  my  lord  Cavaidijh. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  18.  N.  S.  1669. 

T Hough  I  had  much  rather  make  your  lordlhip 
my  compliments  upon  fome  better  fortunes,  and 
upon  your  health,  rather  than  your  dangers;  yet  I 
could  r»ov:  on.iit  doing  it  at  this  time,  upon  fo  honourable 
s  part  as  all  men  allow  you  to  have  had  in  your  late 
adventure  a:  Paris  •,  which  I  do  not  only  as  a  private 
perlbn  and  fervant  of  your  lord(hip*s,  who  wilhes  you 
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all  increafe  of  honour  that  may  not  be  bought  too  dear  ; 
but  withal  as  a  public  minifter,  who  ought  ever  to 
copfider  above  all  things  the  honour  of  our  nation^ 
and  knows  that  the  complexion  of  it  in  time  of  peace 
is  very  much  either  mended  or  Ipoiled  in  the  eyes  of 
ftrangers,  by  the  adtions  and  carriage  of  particular  pcr- 
fons  abroad.  I  can  aflure  your  lordihip,  all  that  can 
be  faid  to  your  advantage  upon  this  occafion  is  the 
common  difcourfe  here ;  and  not  difputed  by  the  Frcndi 
themfelves ;  who  fay,  you  have  been  as  generous  in  ex^ 
cufing  your  enemies  as  brave  in  defending  yourlclf  i 
the  Dutch  will  have  it,  that  you  have  been  the  firft  ia 
excefs  ;  and  fay,  that  fuch  a  thing,  as  feven  or  eight 
falling  upon  one,  would  never  have  been  done  in  anjr 
other  place  but  France,  nor  fufFered  neither  by  the  reft 
of  the  company.  However,  I  am  of  opinion,  if  es» 
cefs  may  be  allowed  in  any  part,  it  is  in  that  \  and  there- 
fore rejoice  with  you  in  the  honour  of  both,  and  with 
myfelr  in  that  of  mv  being,  my  lord,  your  lordflup's 
moil  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  my  lord  jiirlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  ....  1669. 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  your  lordIhip*s  of  July  the 
ninth,  and  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  agree  with' 
you  in  delpairing  to  fee  this  matter  of  the  marine  article 
to  be  brought  to  any  fair  conclufion,  about  which  I 
writ  at  large  by  laft  pofl:  to  Sir  John  Trevor ;  and  will 
tell  your  lordftiip  more  in  private,  that  I  very  much 
fear  our  Eaft-India  merchants  have  fome  farther  mean* 
ing  in  it,  than  yet  we  underftand,  and  than  they  de- 
lire  we  fhould.  For  having  had  this  whole  buiinei^ 
run  through  my  head  with  more  thought  and  appiica-« 
tion,  dian  ever  any  other  did  before,  I  could  not  but 
obferve  many  feveral  inequalities  in  their  proceedings, 
and  make  fome  reflexions  upon  them. 

I  As 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  45 

As  firft,  that  it  began  immediately  upon  the  finifhing 
our  alliances  with  the  Dutch ;  in  which  none  could  de- 
tn&  in  the  lead  from  the  glory  abroad,  and  popular 
^)plauie  at  home,  of  the  king's  counfels,  but  by  de- 
clining againft  this  marine  treaty,  though  at  firft  it 
was  only  upon  the  inequality  of  the  paflports  :  when 
that  point  was  eafily  accorded  by  monfieur  de  Witt,  our 
merchants  added  another,  about  the  definition  of  a 
i^egedplace^  which  was  all  their  exceptions  againft  the 
treaty  itfelf  could  amount  to :  but  when  there  were 
Ibme  hopes  given  by  monfieur  de  Witt  in  his  letters  to 
me,    that  this  likewife  might  be  furmounted,    they 
ackkd  feveral  other  articles,  untouched  in  the  marine 
treaty :  and  when  they  faw  all  were  like  to  be  gained 
here,  but  that  one  of  a  free  trade  with  people  not  in 
iubje£bion,   and  of  paflTing  forts  (which  Sir  George 
Downing  had  found  here  was  an  invincible  point)  they 
then  declared,  that  without  this,  all  the  reft  were  worth 
nothing :  and  upon  this  faid.  They  have  left  our  treaty 
a-ground,  now  for  about  eight  months  paft.     When 
wc  begun  firft  to  ftruggle  out  of  it,  they  faid,  they 
only  aimed  at  preventing  feme  innovations,  which  had 
hccii  of  late  years  pracliled  by  the  Dutch,  againft  the 
indent  ufages  in  thofe  parts,  and  many  others  ot  the 
lame  kind,  which  they  had  rcafon  to  fear :  whereupon 
the  Dutch  defired  the  particular  inftances  of  what  tliey 
either  had  felt,  or  thought  they  had  occafion  to  fear, 
that  fo  they  might  redrefs  us  in  particular,  and  under- 
tind  us  in  general :  our  merchants  inftanced  in  Cochin 
andCananor,  and   I  think  one  other  place,    which, 
monfieur  de  Witt  faid,  was  not  at  all  to  the  cafe,  but 
CO  another,   provided  for  by  the  defining  of  a  befie^ed 
tiace :  fo  that  I  was  forced  by  them  here,  to  prefs  ftill 
lor  inftances  by  feveral  letters,  till  the  merchants  at  laft 
feu  a  long  angry  paper,  with  very  many  recapirulati- 
00s  of  things  paft,    and  which  the  Dutch  faid  had  been 
debated  and  agreed  in  former  treaties ;  and  therefore 
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ftill  delired  to  know^  which  of  the  particulars  namedt 
we  thought  applicable  to  the  prefent  queftion.  Upoi^ 
which  I  received  anfwer,  that  the  practice  of  the  Dutch, 
againft  which  they  deflred  to  provide,  was  but  begia-^ 
ning  i  that  they  could  not,  or  that  it  was  to  no  purpole^ 
to  give  particular  inflances^  their  apprehenfions  bcii^ 
general,  of  what  the  Dutch  intended  to  impofe  upon  us  : 
and  that,  in  fhort,  what  we  defired,  was  for  preventUMl 
rather  than  remedy  *,  which,  they  faid,  made  it  muck 
harder  in  the  Dutch  to  deny  us. 

After  this  monfieur  de  Witt  and  I  concerted  an  article 
between  us,  to  propofe  to  our  principals  on  either  fidc^ 
and  which  I  conteis  I  thought  comprehended  our  meaib* 
ing,  as  I  underilood  it  by  the  letters  I  received  from 
your  lordfliip,  and  the  king's  other  minilters  ;  which 
though  it  was  unmediately  refufed  at  Amfterdam,  m 
liable  to  the  interpretations  they  fo  much  feared,  ytk 
was  likewife  reje&ed  by  our  merchants  too,  and  aodi 
ther  fentover,  yet  ftronger  than  the  firft,  in  thofe  patti 
wherein  the  Dutch  were  mod  fenlible  ;  though  your 
lordfhip  feemed  to  think,  the  article  I  had  traimntttedi 
would  reach  our  aim,  till  you  propofcd  it  to  them. 

Upon  the  new  debates  we  engaged  in,  arrives  the  iiewl 
of  what  we  had  fuifered  at  Macaflkr  *,  which  our  meti 
chants  made  to  be  a  formidable  inftance  in  the  bufincA  >x 
depending,  and  of  far  more  confequence  than  all  thcjf  . 
apprehended  by  Dutch  forts  and  pafles  ;  and  therefore  ^ 
immediately  prefented  the  king  with  their  demand  of 
reftitution,  together  with  fome  other  particulars  which 
we  were  fain  to  difown  immediately,  as  againft  an  exr 
prefs  article  of  the  treaty  at  Breda  :  and  I  had  the  blame  < 
of  prc^Iing  all  their  acmands  to  the  Dutch,  thcnigli 
the  paper  of  them  was  fent  to  me  without  any  diftinc* 
tion. 

So  foon  as  the  point  of  MacafTar  was  yielded  us^ 

which  I  thought  would  prove  the  mod  difficult  of  any^ 

as  of  moil  importance,  and  was,  I  am  fure,  for  a  grot 

I  while 
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wluk  die  mod  contefted  ;  and  after  the  projedl  of  a 
oBDcnl  ardclc  was  gained  from  the  Dutch  (againft  all 
mdrlbrmer  reiblutions)  which  was  grounded  upon 
dxie  two  p(nnts»  that  we  defire  no  innovations^  and 
irill  make  no  particular  inftances  or  complaints,  in 
iriiich  they  have  ever  offered  us  redrefs  :  our  merchants 
6dng  the  matter  draw  near  a  fair  iflfue,  now  fcem  re- 
filved  to  end  all  with  thefe  two  anfwers :  that  their 
icfticution  to  Macaflar  (as  Sir  John  Trevor  writes)  will 
be  too  dear  bought  by  fuch  an  article  as  (hall  confirm 
upon  us  all  the  injuries  we  have  complained  of  by  forts^ 
and  pafles,  and  treaties  too  ;  whereas  the  article  as  it 
is  propofed  by  the  Dutch  (however  defective)  does  not 
ancnd  Co  any  treaties  to  come,  but  only  to  the  pall; 
nor  do  the  Dutch  defire  to  fell  us  Macaifar  at  the  price 
of  any  fuch  article;  but  had  much  rather  reftore  it 
to  us  upon  concluding  the  treaty,  without  any  fuch 
ardcle  at  all :  nor  do  I  know  yet  of  the  injuries  in 
wnir»*^*^  we  have  already  complained  of,  either  by 
nns,  pafles,  or  treaties,  befides  this  of.  Macaflar ;  but 
contrary  have  always  been  told,  what  we  defired  was  ra- 
ther for  prevention  than  remedy.     But  next  they  fay 
(as  your  lordihip  tells  me)  they  had  rather  be  left  as 
they  are,  witli  their  prctcnfions  fair  and  entire,  than 
have  them  blalled  tor  ever  v/ith  a  bad  conclufion  : 
whereas  no  conclufion  they  now  make,  upon  what  wc 
hsYC  gained,  and  the  redrefs  of  what  they  complaiiied 
of  in  the  marine  treaty  (though  without  this  contcfl- 
ed  article)  but  will  leave  them  and  their  prctcnfions  in 
the  fame  condition  they  were  before  :  the  fame  liber- 
ty ftill  remaining  upon  the  lad  article  of  the  mari.ie 
txeaty,  to  appoint  commifTioners,   and  alter  or  add 
any  thing,  when  both  parties  fliall  agree  -,  and  wUi  be 
but  like  taking  fo  much  by  advance,  upon  account  of 
a  greater  dcl)t.     So  that  I  am  apt  to  concliicl*!,  from 
all   thcic  obfervations,    that  they  who  iiifiuciice  our 

merchants  in  this  profccurion,  citiicr  have  no  mear;ing 

1 1  ■  i . 
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this  treaty  fhould  end  fairly,  and  fo  they  put  it  obftU 
nately  upon  th^t  (ingle  point,  and  in  that  form  whid^ 
they  know  will  never  be  granted  •,  or  elfe  they  aim  wt 
gaining  an  occafion  of  railing  new  difputes  widi  thb 
Dutch,  whenever  they  find  a  conjuncture  for  it ;  theie 
feeming  fonie  reafon  for  the  Dutch  opinion,  that  ^ 
greeing  upon  an  article  as  ours  propofe  it,  we  may  fall 
into  new  contefls  upon  the  extent  and  interpretation 
of  it  whenever  we  pleafe.  If  this  laft  end  be  in  the 
bottom  of  this  bufinefs,  and  it  be  taken  up  or  coun- 
tenanced by  his  majefty  or  his  minifters,  upon  reaibn 
of  flate,  and  we  make  our  provifions,  and  take  all  our 
nieafures  accordingly  ;  for  ought  I  know  it  is  a  wife, 
and  may  prove  an  honourable  counfel  in  time,  at  leafl; 
if  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  Chriftendom  (hould  change 
by  any  fudden  or  uncxpedted  revolution.  But  if  our 
merchants,  or  thofe  who  influence  them  in  this  matter, 
mean  no  fuch  thing  as  a  conclufion  of  the  treaty  i 
but  only  by  the  depending  of  fuch  difputes  to  leave 
an  unkindnefs  and  weaknefs  in  our  alliance,  which 
may  in  time  fhake  the  foundations  of  it,  and  make 
way  for  new  meafures  on  one  fide  or  other,  which  will 
in  time  prove  deflrudive  to  both  ;  I  cannot  but  inter-^ 

Eret  this  as  the  effeft  of  their  diftafte  or  envy  at  the 
ing's  prefent  miniftry,  and  the  courfe  of  his  counfels( 
which  nave  not  gained  greater  honour  abroad,  oat 
perhaps  fafety  and  good- will  at  home,  by  any  thingi 
than  by  our  late  alliances  fo  renowned  here,  and  thcre-r 
by  the  ftop  we  have  given  to  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
greatnefs.  And  therefore  it  muft  come  from  the  in- 
fluence  of  fome,  who  would  be  glad  to  fee  not  only 
our  alliance  Ihaken  or  changed  abroad,  but  our  minir 
ftry  at  home  too ;  which  1  fliall  be  forry  to  fee,  till 
the  king  can  find  better  hands  for  himfelf  and  tfat 
kingdom  to  place  it  in :  and  whenever  that  happens, 
as  much  as  I  am  your  lordfhip's  fervant,  I  ihall  be 
very  well  contented,  and  fo  I  dare  fay  will  you  toa 
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tf  your  lotdfhip  fliould  imagine  any  particular  envy 
or  pique  ac  me  or  my  employment  here  may  have  con- 
irioutied  to  the  difficulties  which  have  fucceeded  in  this 
bulincls  \  and  that  our  merchants,  or  thofe  that  in- 
fluence them,  believe  it  would  thrive  better  in  any  other 
hand,  I  will  beg  of  you  not  to  be  fwayed  by  confi- 
doations  of  kindnefs  to  me  in  a  matter  of  public  con- 
cernment} nor  to  fear,  that  whenever  this  employment 
falls  you  (hall  be  troubled  with  me  at  home,  as  great 
miniflers  ufe  to  be  with  men  out  of  office :  for  while 
the  king's  bufinefs  goes  well,  it  is  not  two  ftraws  matter 
¥diether  fuch  a  body  as  I  have  any  (hare  in  it  or  no. 

And  there  is  an  end  of  all  the  reflexions  I  have  had 
upon  the  mod  troublefomc  and  untoward  bufmefs  that, 
I  thank  God,  I  ever  had  in  my  life,  or,  I  hope,  fhall 
ever  have  again  :  and  perhaps  I  am  mifliaken  in  them 
all.  However,  if  your  lordftiip  can  pardon  this,  you 
fhall  be  fure  not  to  be  troubled  in  hafte  with  any  more 
«f  it  from,  my  lord,  yours,  fcsfr. 

To  my  h'd  Arlington. 

MyLordj  Hague,  Aug.  7.  N.  S.  1669; 

I  Was  very  glad  to  find  your  lordihip,  in  your  lalt^ 
upon  your  journey  into  the  country,  becauf- 1  wry 
much  doubt  whether  iXrc  exercifc  ortUvcrfions  you  ulli- 
ally  allow  yourfelf,  arc  what  your  health  requires, 
and  what  your  cares  and  troubles  cleicrve.  I  am  fure, 
in  the  profpeft  I  have  of  them,  I  am  fo  far  from  envy- 
ing them  with  all  their  gay  circunillances,  that  I  think 
your  lordihip  has  a  very  hard  bargain  of  them  altoge- 
ther ;  unlefs  it  be  one  day  made  up  to  you  by  the  gloiy 
and  fatisfadlion  of  Ibme  great  lucccfs  in  the  purfuit  you 
intend  of  his  majefly's  and  the  kingdom's  honour, 
fafety,  and  happinefs  •,  which  I  doubt  will  need  fomd 
ftronper  counlels  than  men  leem  at  prcfent  difpofcd  to  i 
but  this  is  none  of  my  bufinels. 

Vol.  IL  E  1 
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I  cannot  give  your  lordfhip  any  account  of  whaf 
you  fay  is  made  a  great  matter  of  by  fomebody  to  a 
private  hand,  about  the  difficulties  intended  by  Spain 
in  the  two  laft  Swedifh  payments,  witli  defign  of  mak^ 
kig  new  demands  :  I  am  only  in  pain  at  prefent  to  fee 
the  firft  payment  finifhed,  which  is  not  yet  arrived,  but 
cxpefted  by  the  firft  courier.  When  that  is  done,  and 
the  guaranty  delivered  by  Sweden,  as  well  as  us  and 
Holland,  I  fhall  be  in  no  great  fear  befides  that  of  the 
Spanilh  king's  death,  or  of  Spain  falling  into  (bmc 
agreement  or  other  with  France  for  the  exchange  of 
Flanders,  by  feeing  fo  great  a  war  ftill  entailed  upon  it, 
and  their  neighbours  unwilling  to  (hare  fo  far  in  their 
dangers,  as  perhaps  it  were  our  and  the  Dutch  intercfk 
to  do.  1  am  fure  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  that  mon- 
archy, if  I  were  of  their  council,  I  fhould  be  of  advice 
fo  do  it  whenever  France  would  be  content  upon  it  t<> 
quit  all  pretence  to  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  : 
and  perhaps  it  were  wife  for  France  to  get  Flanders  hf. 
that  or  any  other  quiet  condition  :  for  within  two  years 
after  he  were  well  poffeffed  of  that  little  fpot  of  ground 
I  doubt  no  prince  or  ftate  in  Chriftendom  would  pre- 
tend to  difpute  any  more  with  him  then,  than  the  Spa- 
niard does  now.  But  thefe  are  events  to  be  confidoed' 
by  men  in  greater  fpheres  than  I  am,  and  perhaps  ; 
deferve  to  be  a  little  more  thought  on  than  thcf ' 
are. 

I  have  received  and  returned  a  vifit  with  the  French 
ambaifador  ;  fo  that  we  are  upon  as  good  terms  o 
can  be.  My  lord  Culpepper  paffed  this  way  laft  week  i 
and  upon  that  ocxrafion  I  cannot  but  defirc  your  lord« 
£hip  to  let  me  know  more  particularly  from  you,  how 
I  am  to  treat  any  Englifh  lord  as  to  the  hand  and  doarvD^- 
my  own  houfe  :  for  though  the  French  example  is  given 
me,  as  to  all  public  minifters,  yet  there  is  nothii^ 
Ipecificd  as  to  other  pcrlbns ;  and  if  I  am  to  follow 
it  in  this  and  other  particulars,  I  defire  to  have  fomc- 
I  thing 
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thing  from  his  majefty's  pofitive  commands  to  bear  me 
out^  as  die  French  ambafladors  have,  and  as  mediinks 
the  cafedeierves :  fince  I  am  told,  the  innovation  began 
in  monfiear  Cominges*s  time  in  England,  and  that,  be- 
fine  the  orders  he  received  in  it,  he  gave  the  hand  to  all 
gentlemen  of  quality  in  England,  and  to  all  perfons  of 
great  quality  or  families,  though  of  his  own  nation  : 
and  that  my  lord  St.  Albans  ever  gave  it  to  all  Englifh 
lords  while  he  was  ambaflador  at  Paris  :  though  it  feems 
my  lord  Holies  changed  it  upon  the  French  ambaflfa- 
dcMf's  doing  fo  in  England. 

I  know  not  what  my  father  faid  to  your  lordfhip  con- 
cerning the  trifle  you  mention  in  the  end  of  your  letter : 
and  I  am  fare  you  might  very  well  have  fpared  yourfelf 
the  trouble  of  taking  notice  of  it ;  as  I  may  do  of  giv^ 
ing  your  lordfhip  any  farther  afllirances  of  what  will 
never  fail  you ;  which  is  the  hearty  paflion  and  truth 
wherewith  I  am  and  ever  ihall  be,  my  lord,  your  lord* 
Klip's,  &r. 

To  Sir  Charles  Wolfely. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  10.  N  S.  1669, 

IRecdved  fome  time  fince  the  favour  of  a  letter  from 
you  of  May  9th  -,  but  hearing  by  your  fon  that  you 
had  foon  after  left  the  town,  and  finding  how  ill  fortune 
one  of  mine  had  met  with  in  lying  five  or  fix  months 
befinc  it  came  to  your  hands,  I  omitted  the  acknow- 
ledging yours  till  I  might  prefume  on  finding  you  fooner 
by  my  father's  conveyance,  to  whofe  care  I  have  com- 
mitted this,  upon  information  of  his  journey  by  your 
houie  into  Ireland.  Were  it  not  for  acquitting  my  debt, 
and  affiiring  you  of  your  fon's  health,  and  welcome  here 
n^le  it  may  be  any  cafe  to  you  or  improvement  to  him, 
I  ihonld  have  little  to  bear  me  out  in  givin^i;  you  this 
trouble:  for  the  return  of  your  compliments  v/oulJ 
but  multiply  them  betv^ccn  us  •,  and  that  i:»  a  (bit  of 
li  2  cxcrcile 
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cxercife  in  which  I  am  foon  out  of  breath,  as 
but  a  fmall  ftock  of  thofe  more  refined  imagii 
which  are  required  to  make  up  any  great  abil 
that  kind.     Therefore  I  fhall  end  an  empty  ill  I 
foon  as  I  can  \  but  not  without  the  profeffions 
being,  fir,  your  moft  humble  fervant. 


^0  the  Spanijh  ambaffador. 

Hsigue,  Aug. 
My  Lord,  13.  N.  8.1669. 

1  Was  in  hopes  the  affair  now 
^  under  debate  could  have 
met  with  no  reply  to  what  I 
writ  yefterday  to  your  excel- 
lency :  but  having  obferved  the 
contrary  by  yours  of  this  even- 
ing, I  am  ooJiged  to  far,  that 
I  uiought,  upon  our  laft  con- 
ference, I  had  left  your  excel- 
lency entirely  perfuaded,  that 
the  conftable  was  in  the  wrong 
to  raiie  a  difficulty  about  the 
firft  payment  upon  the  concert 
propoied,  becaufe  there  was 
no  mention  of  it  in  the  a£l 
figned  by  your  excellency.  I 
fl£dl  (ay  farther,  that  you  have 
reaibn  at  prefent,  ifinthatadt 
you  ftiall  find  (either  expreffed 
or  implied)  th^fe  words  of  the 
guaranty,  Y  lo$  inftrununtos 
nice/Tarios  dipendiintes  di  ilia. 
If  thefe  words  are  not  there, 
the  party  contra^ing  cannot 
bring  them  in  by  any  interpre- 
tation of  his  own,  without 
confent  of  the  other  party,  or 
fentence  of  fome  arbitrator: 
bcfidcH  that  thb  of  the  concert 
docs 


A  rAmbaffadc 
d'Efpagne. 

De  la  Hay 
Monjiiitr^  Aouty  S.  A 

^^^Avois  if  pert  que 
J  dont  il  Skagit  a  p, 
trouveroit  plus  cCohJia 
quil  rCy  auroit  point  de 
a  ce  que  fecrivis  bier  1 
Mais  comme  fay  vu  le  < 
par  voire  lettre  ecrite 
mimey  je  me  crois  oblige 
qu^il  mavoit  paru  que  U 
nitre  demiere  conferen 
iti  de  laijfer  V.  E.  pi 
perfuadee^  que  le  conm 
Cajiille  avoit  tort  defuj 
dtfficulti  touchant  le 
payement  fur  le  eonceri 
puifqu^ilrCen  eji  point  fa 
on  dans  TaHe  Jigni  pm 
J'ajouteray  a  cela,  que 
riez  aujourdhuy  ratfon^ 
cet  a£fe  veus  trouviez  ou  1 
ou  foufentendus  les  mots 
rantie^  Y  los  inflrumej 
ceflarios  dependientes 
la.  Si pareils  mots  tCy^ 
un  des  partis  contrarian, 
pas  les yf aire  entrer  pe^f 
terpretation  defafafon^ 
que  le  confentement  c 
ire  parti  mtitviinne^  0 
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doe%  not  abiblutely  or  of  ne- 
ceffitr  import  any  thing  to  the 
iecurity  ot  the  guaranty  :  for, 
poovided  we  execute  it  as  the 
wants  of  Spain  require,  it  is 
of  no  importance  whether  it 
be  done  with  fuch  or  fuch  a 
number  of  troops,    either  of 
(MIC  or  the  other  nation,  flnce 
tkat  is  to  be  concerted  accord- 
ing to  the  different  interefts 
or  conveniences  of  each  party : 
ud  it  may  happen  that  the 
acuck  from  France  may  be  fo 
|»o«trful,  that  it  will  oe  ne- 
ceiary  for  each  of  us  to  ai&ft 
yw  with  all  the  forces  we  can 
nife  or  equip,    according  to 
^general  guaranty,  and  not 
acoMding  to  any  concert  of 
faces  fpecified  in  the  treaty. 


I  do  not  accufe  Spain  of  anv 
Vaot  of  fincerity  in  all  this  af- 
ttr,  but  only  of  readinefs  and 
iaaiefs  to  confent  to,  and  ac- 
CBaq>li{h  what  was  abfolutely 
•ccdEuy  for  engaging  Sweden 
■  the  prefervation  of  the 
And  on  the  other  fide, 
excellency  cannot  accufe 
fe  fincerity  of  the  king  my 


who  at  the  loweH 
if  your  afE&irs,  and  when 
Slaaders  was  defperate,  gave 
ik  firft  helping  hand  (when 
At  princes  neareft  allied  to 
Ac  crown  of  SpaiB  would  have 
"  nothing 


part  ^  iautn  an  convienne  dt 
ien  rapportir  a  la  decijion  Sun 
arbitre\  fans  conter  que  celuy 
de  ionari  luy-minu  nimporte 
p§int  abfolununt  ni  mceffaire^ 
mint  a  la  ficurite  de  la  gua- 
rantie :  car  p9urvu  que  neus 
fexecutlem  Jelm  U  btfoin  dts 
affaires  tEfpagne^  il  import-' 
era  pen  qiiavec  un  tel  ou  un  tel 
nombre  de  trnupeSy  eu  que  ces 
troupes  appartiennent  a  um  des 
d^x  nations  plutSt  qu^a  fau-- 
tre\  earji  Pen  doit  agirde  cen^ 
cert  ^-^ftfelen  Its  divers  inter  its 
i^  lis  differ entes  cenvmoAtU  di 
cbacune  des  parties,  Et  menu 
il  pent  arrivery  que  les  invafi^ 
ons  &  les  attaques  de  la  France 
feroientji  redoubtables^  quilfera 
neceffaire  que  chacun  de  nous  raf- 
femble  tcutce  qu'ilpeut  deforces 
fur  pied^  ay  ant  igara  a  Vinten^ 
tion  de  la  guarantie  en  general^ 
^  non  a  quelques  cas  particuliers 
fpecifies  dans  le  traite. 

Je  n'accufe  pas  PEfpagne 
d^ avoir  manque  defincerite  dans 
tout  le  cours  de  cette  affaire y  mais 
d^ avoir  manque  de  promptitude 
^  franchife  a  accompUr  ce  qui 
leur  etoit  abfolument  neceffaire 
paur  engager  la  Suede  dans  lee 
confervation  de  la  paix  ;  fur  ce^ 
la  je  diray  auf^  a  V.  E.  qi^elle 
m  pent  pas  accufer  la  Jrnceriie 
du  roy  mon  maitre ;  lors  que 
Petat  de  vos  affaires  etoit  le  plus 
deplore^  W  que  tous  Us  pais* 
bas  etoient  comme  au  defefpdr^ 
il  a  le  premier  mis  la  main  a 
Fouvrage  (quand  les  princes  les 
1 3  plus 
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nothing  to  do  in  it )  contra(9ed 
his  alliances  laft  winter,  fent  a 
fleet  to  Tea  the  Aimmer  follow- 
ing, fent  ambaiTadorfi  to  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  founded  the  triple 
alliance,  and  follicited  other 
princes  to  join  in  it:  and  all 
this  only  to  begin  and  pro- 
cure a  peace,  wherein  neither 
his  dominions  nor  people  were 
concerned ;  nor  (with  permif- 
fion  of  great  reafoners)  had 
any  profped^  of  future  dangers, 
but  what  would  concern  the 
empire  and  all  the  reft  of 
Chriftendom,  before  his  ma- 
jcfty  or  his  kingdoms  could  be 
txpofed  to  it. 


For  what  your  excellency 
defires  to  know,  why  mon- 
fieur  Marechal  having  faid, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  concluding  and  ratifying  the 
concert,  there  fheuld  notwith- 
fhinding  prove  to  be  any  in 
doing  it  at  prefent ;  I  will  tell 
you,  that  the  two  miniftera 
of  Sweden,  in  all  that  has  paf- 
fed  between  us,  have  not  on- 
ly faid,  but  ftill  perfift,  that 
they  were  ready  to  enter  into 
the  faid  concert,  and  intended 
to  do  fo  before  monfieur  Ma- 
rechal goes  from  hence  (upon 
which 


plusproches  di  k  c9Mr$HHe  J'Efi 
pagne  n^y  zouhient  pas  UU€lmr) 
tout  rhyver  dtrniir  fa  majejti 
a  tmploye  a  fair  traiter  fti  mU 
I'tanasy  W  a  fain  iqmper  mm 
flote  qui  a  paru  en  mar  ;  Feii 
fuivanti  il  a  enxfoyi  fes  amiaf- 
fadiurs  a  Aix  la  ChapeUe^  ilm 
anunte  la  tripU  allianci^  fS 
fait  filiciter  divers  princes  4§ 
s'yjoindre  en  plus  grand  memh^i 
tout  cela  dans  la  veui  d^^At^ 
miner  bf  de  procurer  une  pMMg 
qui  me  rendoit  rien  a  fes  it^a 
ni  a  fes  peuples^  fuifque  les  mu'^ 
bf  les  autres  etoteni  i  reirwrf  • 
des  ravages  de  la  guerrg.^  Cmh 
malgre  tout  a  qi^ilflah  muti 
grands  difeeureurs  d^tnfimter  ft*, 
de  pubUerj  les  dangers  qui  JW^, 
nacent  t  Jngleterre^  isf  fue  Im 
politique  a  du  prevoir^  ces  dem» 
gers  regardcient  ^  Venture  em. 
particulier^  &  t$ut  la  dSretiewtf 
en  general  de  plus  pris  que  Jk 
majefle  l^  fes  reyaumes. 

y.  E.    demandi^    P^^f'Wf 
mamfieur   Marechal  Ofoni   M  ' 
qi^il  ffy  aureit  aucune  diffcJm  ' 
a  cenclure  bf  d  ratifer  U  c«H  ' 
certf  il  s*y  en  tr§uve  p§urtemk 
aujourdbuy\  je  vous  dirmyfim 
celay  que  les  deux  minrjhras  A 
Suede  fur  tous  les  peints  Sfcaitf  ' 
entre    eux  tsl  nous  mam  fnla*^  ' 
ment  nous  ont  dity  mats  iisfa^ 
fjlent  tzujturs  a   Sre^  f^ih 
itoient  prets  a  entnr  dam  k  db 
concert y    quails    avoient  .«m|^ 
pretendu  lefaire  avant  k  depmri 
de  monfuur  Marechal^  quelqm 
prefe  quil  paroijfe  j   f«/  kmtt 
piMsh 
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pemie  rCa  jamais  eti  iattemln 
a  fain  atte  lUmarchty  que  It 
payement  des  premiers  fuhfides^ 
fixi  an  terns  que  techange   de 


h  however  he  is  extreme- 
effiri)  but  that  they  never 
dcd  to  enter  into  it  before 
aTinnit  of  the  iirft  fubfi- 
which  ought  to  have 
made  upon  the  mutual 
cry  of  the  ratification ; 
g  withal,  that  they  would 
r  allow  that  this  money 
t  to  pa(s  for  payment  of 
Miticular  aids  they  were 
/e  Spain  by  virtue  of  the 
r  alliance.  I  have  always 
1  them  fo  ftilF  upon  that 
^  that  I  have  been  a  long 
in  defpair  of  overcoming 
nicety  :  it  remains  there- 
to Spain  to  confider  whe- 
jie  guaranty  of  three  fuch 
n  be  worth  giving  this 
(atis&6tion  to  Sweden; 
iriiether  it  would  not  be 
tD.thepurpofe,  when  the 
d  term  expires  to  prefs 
en  upon  the  concert,  if 
hall  not  fee  it  finiflied : 
vf  all  means  to  procure 
m  as  poiCblc,  that  the 
nd  guaranty  be  put  into 
hands :  and  I  do  not 
L  but  according  to  the 
uions  I  fee  on  all  fsdes, 
the  concert  will  quickly 
XT,  diough  your  excellen- 
KHiU  DO  more  concern 
Uf  with  urging  us  to 
wc  are  drawn  by  the  in* 
:  of  every  particular  party 
dl  at  the  public, 
wifli  your  excellency 
h  and  happinefsi  and  am, 


la  ratification  fcriit  dilivree.  lis 
ajoutent  a  ctla^  quits ne confen^ 
tirent  jamais^  que  cet  argent 
puiffe  pajfer  pour  le  prix  i^  la 
reccmpenje  quoits  s' engager oietit 
de  donner  a  PEJpagne  en  vertu 
de  la  triple  aUiancem  Je  Us  ay 
trouvcs  fi  raids  fur  cet  article y 
que  f  ay  iefefpere  il  y  a  longtems 
de  vaincre  leur  delicatejfe,  II 
rcfle  done  paur  FEfpagne  a  ex^ 
aminer  £if  a  bun  pefer^  Ji  la 
guarantie  de  trois  putJTances  telles 
que  celles  qui  fe  prefentent^  ne 
vaut  pas  bien  qu*on  cede  a  la 
Suedi  la  UgerefiitisfaSlion  quelle 
demande.  Je  voudrois  que  FEf 
pagne  confiderdt,  s*il  ne  feroit 
pas  plus  apropos  d*attendre  a 
nous  preffer  fur  le  concert^  que 
le  terme  du  fecond  payement  fut 
tiheuy  ft  tout  nctoit  entierement 
conclu  ;  mais  en  tout  cas  de  pro- 
curer au  plutot  que  la  guarantie 
gcnerale  vousfolt  mife  en  mains* 
Je  ne  doute  pas,  veu  les  difpo- 
fttions  oik  je  trcuve  tous  les  ef- 
pritSy  que  le  concert  ne  fwve 
inifnediatementy  &  fans  que  V» 
E.  ait  la  peifii  de  nous  preffer 
davantage:  en  cette  rencontre 
notre  propre  interct  fe  trouvc 
joint  a  celuy  dupublique. 


Je  fuuhiite  a  V,  E,  la  fanie 
i*f  la  projpei  Ite  qiCelie  defire  \  ^ 
fuis^  &c. 

K  4  Al 
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Letters  of  Sir  William  Tempk, 


fo  the  Spamjb  amhajfador,      Al  Ambaxador  dc  Efpaj 

Hague,  Aug.  i4* 
My  Lord,        N.  S.  1669. 

T  Received  your  excellency's 
^  letter  laft  night,  as  I  was 
making  my  difpatches  for  Eng- 
land, in  which  I  immediate- 
ly enclofed  it,  that  the  king 
my  maAer  may  fee  in  what 
this  affair  hs^  ended.  For  the 
complaints  your  excellency  is 
pleafed  to  mak^  of  me,  as  ha- 
ving hindered  inftead  of  ad- 
vancing an  agreement  fo 
much  deftred  ;  I  (hall  not  de- 
fend myfelf  with  words,  if  my 
a(^ons  have  not  done  \x ;  nqr 
think  myiclf  obliged,  whatever 
has  paiied  in  this  affair,  to 
give  account  of  it  to  any  body 
but  the  king  my  ipafwrr.  1 
am  not  the  firft  minifter, 
whofe  fervices  to  Spain  hi^ve 
had  no  returns  but  of  reproach 
and  in^tjtude^  which  I  fhall 
Tiot  lay  to  heart,  fince  our  part 
is  only  to  obey.  However,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  had  been 
more  prudence  in  tbe  Spanifh 
miniflers  to  acknowledge  all 
the  kin?  my  mafter  has  treat- 
ed and  done  for  1 8  months  paft 
in  favour  of  that  crown,  than 
to  accufe  his  qiajefty  upon 
every  occafion,  either  to  have 
done  nothing,  or  only  what 
he  found  convenient  to  him- 
fclf:  fince  the  true  way  of  en- 
gaging a  generous  mind  in  new 
obligations,  is  to  be  thankful 
^     '     ■  for 


De  la  Hay  a, 
Ex»*  Sen',  i.;.  S.  N.  ] 
yf  Nochi  reuhi  la  de  P 
•^  Jiandomc  en  mis  dij\ 
para  la  higlatitra^  en  los  . 
la  he  luego  enccrrado^  far 
vea  el  rcy  mi  fermor  €\ 
punto  a  purado  ejte  negocio, 
h  que  fe  va  V,  E.  quexat 
mi  J  como  cl  que  atrafava  i 
cierto  tan  dejfeadtf^  en  lu^ 
incaminarloy  yo  ne  me  v 
fendifnio  con  raxonesy  Ji  I 
ras  no  nu  defienden.  oca 
fuera  di  mi^  que  no  ten 
refpondir  a  ntnguno  di 
hago  en  efia  materia^  Ji 
rej  mi  ftnnor^  y  no  toy 
primero  minifiro  a  quten  i 
dtf  bien  merecido  de  Efpan 
loreconoce  con  defagradeci\ 
dos  fus  officios  i  pero  no  im^ 
porqui  no  tenemos  nos-otn 
parte  en  bs  negodos^  fi 
ohediencia.  Alomeuvsmei 
que  los  mnijiros  de  Ej 
bizieran  mas  prudent emt^ 
agradicer  al  rey  mi  J 
loqui  ba  negodado  y  obrat 
pues  de  annoy  medio  pajfa 
favor  de  las  cofasdeejla  c 
que  no  de  accufar  fu  magi 
cada  puntOy  0  de  no  havet 
naday  0  averlo  todo  hecbo 
propria  convenientia ;  por 
verdadero  medio  para  emf 
un  efpiritu  generofo  en  , 
beneficios^  es  agradecerle  i 
hspajfados^  ymasprejiei. 


and  other  ISnifien  of  State. 


57 


for  thecJd,  an  J  rather  encreafe 
than  leficn  what  a  king  and 
a  fnend  has  done,  at  leaft 
with  fo  much  defirc  of  fuc- 
ceeding  well. 

Since   your    excellency    is 
pleafed  to  give  fo  wrong  a  turn 
10  what  I  writ  with  fo  good 
intentions,  I  will  fay  nothing 
to  excufe  it,  but  ftill   repeat 
what  1  faid  before ;  that  to  me 
it  fisems  more  reafonable  that 
you  fhould  pref^i  the  Swedifli 
pijuilcrs  upon  this  agreement, 
if  you  think  the  time  of  the 
lecood  fubfidies  not  yet  nm 
out :  becaufe  it  is  plain,  that 
die  fiift  payment  (by  your  own 
afi)  was  to  be  made  upon  the 
figining  the  ratifications  of  the 
guarant}',  without  any  other 
condition;     and  there   being 
dircc    diftinft  afts  from   the 
three  parties,  your  excellency 
has  very  artificially  made  men- 
oon  both  of  that  of  the  gua- 
ranty, and  the  other  of  con- 
cert j  whereas  that  of  the  gua- 
ranty ought  only  to  be  given 
ID  Spun  ;  and  that  of  concert, 
bat  communicated  as  an  agree- 
ment between  the  three  parties 
altered  into  the  triple  alliance. 
With  all  this,  your  exccllen- 
C9  may  fee,  that  when  I  faid 
vis,  1  told  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  there  was  no  doubt, 
after  having  given  the  guaran- 
ty, and  that  the  Swedes  had 
fcceived  their  firfl  payment, 
the  azreement  would  be  con- 
ccrtedftoo  :  and  this  I  flill  be- 
lieve 


dtcer  que  no  yr  fiempre  dtfmi^ 
nuyemd^  lo  qui  un  rey  amigo  a  ht^ 
dfoala  mews  cm  buena  voluntad* 


Puefque  V,  E.fegujla  deU^ 
mar  a  tuerto  icque  yo  he  efcritta 
a  direcboy  yo  no  le  he  de  impedir^ 
pero  me  *ooy  rediziendoj  que  a  mt 
pare  fir  tuvieia   mas  razon  de 
appretar  los  minijiros  de  Suecia 
fibre  efte  comiertOy  fi  veyra  que 
no  fe  havra  acahado  alfegund9 
termino  de  los  fubfidios ;  porqne 
ei  cofa  evidente  por  fu  propria 
a£fOy  que  el  primero  pagamenH 
feba  de  eumplir  con  la  exiradi- 
tion  de  las  ratijlcationes  de  la 
guarenciajin  otra  c§ndicion\  y 
quefiendo  ires  affos  diftinSlos  di 
las  ires  partes y  por  efio  V.  £.  a 
becho  mencion  de  los  a£fos  degua* 
rentia^  y  otro  de  concierto  como 
V.  E.  va  conduyendo  aora  con 
mucba  agudeza^  poraue  el  a£fo 
de  concierto  no  fe  devta  dor  a  la 
Efpanna  como  eldela  guarentia^ 
ft  no  communicarla  folamente  c§^ 
mo  un  accuerdo  entre  las  partes 
de  la  triple  allianfa.     Con  toda 
ejla  muy  bien  pudiera  ver  V.  £• 
que  en  diziendo  ejiohe  dicho  tan 
bien  que  no  havia  duda^  que  def' 
pucs  de  haver  dado  las  guaren^ 
tiasy  y  recebido  la  Suecia  el  di' 
nero  del  primero  terminoy  fe  aca^ 
bara  el  concierto^  y  k  creo  tan 


bien 
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Letters  of  Sir  WilUam  Temple^ 


licve  from  the  intcrcft  the 
Swedes  have  in  it,  to  fccure  the 
ether  payments  ;  and  Holland 
yet  more  either  to  prefervcthe 
peace,  or  in  cafe  a  war  fhould 
happen,  to  fecure  a  ftrong  and 
jK)werful  defence  from  Flan- 
ders, which,  next  to  their  own 
towns,  is  what  they  are  near* 
eft  coocerned  in.  I  muft  repeat 
again  what  I  faid  of  his  ma- 
jcfty,  that  if  the  Swedes  and 
the  Dutch  can  find  the  way  of 
agreeing  this  affair,  it  will 
never  be  laid  to  the  king  my 
nafler's  charge  if  they  de  not 
iec  a  good  end  of  it.  But  I 
have  entered  deep  enoiigh  in- 
to the  dioughts  of  the  Swedes 
upon  this  point,  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  of  opinion,  that  they 
will  never  confent  to  the  agree- 
ment, till  they  have  received 
their  firft  payment  Menfieur 
Marechal  having  only  heard 
fome  cxpreffion  of  your  excel- 
lency's u|Xin  this  affair,  came 
immediately  to  defire  I  would 
go  to  you,  and  inform  myfelf 
of  the  truth  of  it,  and  bring  a 
pofttive  anfwer  from  you; 
jwearing,  that  \f  this  were 
your  refolution,  the  Swedes 
could  very  well  content  them* 
felves  without  the  money: 
imd  that  for  his  part,  he  was 
reiblved  to  leave  the  Hague 
to-morrow ;  and  about  four  or 
five  days  ago,  monficur  Ap- 
pleboom  fcnt  his  fecretary  to 
tell  me,  he  had  heard  fome- 
thing  to  this  purpofe,  of  your 
excellency  i 


Hen  per  que  veo  a  la  Suecia  intir* 
ejfada  en  ello  por  ajfeguarfe  ii 
ios  otros  terminoSy  y  tan  bien  por 
h  que  efpera  en  fuccediendo  la 
guerra  y  la  Olandajia  aun  mas 
interejfada  para  ajjegurar  tanta 
mas  lapazj  0  en  cafo  de  guerra 
une  fuerte  y  haftante  defenfa  del 
pays  J  haxo  como  tocande  les  nxy 
apretadamente  y  mas  que  otra 
cofa  defpues  de fus  troprias  vilUtt. 
T  lo  que  he  dtcho  del  rey  mi 
fennoTy  lo  dtgo  $tra  vez  que  ac^ 
esrdandsfe  la  Suecia  y  la  Olandm 
en  lai  partieularidades  del  rwf* 
dertBy  no  tendra  a  fu  magefted 
de  no  accobarh.  Pero  aviem* 
dome  yo  harto  ejcudrinnado  Us 
fentimentos  de  Ios  Suecos  en  eft§ 
negocioyfoy  enteramente  del  par- 
efer  que  nunca  ban  de  tecar  ei 
conderio  antes  de  haver  reeebieb 
el  primero  terminoi  porjue  el 
fennor  Marechal  aviendo  enten* 
didofolamente  alguna  cofka  out 
V*  E,  avia  dicho  a  efte  propofite^ 
me  vent  a  htego  fupplicar  de  fr 
me  a  V.  E*  di  informar  me  deUe^ 
y  tlrar  una  rejpuejia  caregoricm 
fobra  ejla  materia ;  jurand9  tal 
fueffa  la  refolution  de  V.  E.  que 
la  Suecia  fi  pajfaria  muy  bien  del 
dinero ;  y  que  para  eljlaxm  ie^ 
terminado  defalir  la  mamtana  ie 
la  Haya.  Tn§  ay  nuts  que  quet^ 
troo  cincodias  que  el  fennor  j/p^ 
pleboom  me  ha  empiado  fu  feere^ 
tario  para  quexarfe  de  la  ndjina 
manera  di  haver  lafegnnda  vex 
entendido  tal  cofa  de  K  E.  en 
ello.      Pero  ft  pucde  difponer 


and  other  Minijiers  of  State. 


exceUencr;  and  to  complain 
of  iL  But  if  you  can  other- 
wi/edifpofe  both  the  Swedes 
and  the  Dutch,  as  to  me  it 
ieeins  by  your  letter  you  ima- 
gine, I  Ihall  extremely  rejoice 
tfyoar  fuccefs,  and  applaud 
yaixi  diligence,  though  you 
aiek)  little  pleafedwith  mine. 
I  cannot  tell  how  I  came  to 
engage  io  far  in  a  language  I 
bow  fo  imperfcdMy :  if  you 
do  uaderftand  me,  it  is  all  I 
dcfiie.  God  prefervc  your 
excellency  many  years.  1  kiis 
jma  excellency's  bands,  and 
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y  bs  SuiCQsyks  Olandezes  de  o- 
tra  manera  (como  me  parent 
tmmaginar  en  fu  carta)  para 
mi  me  huelgare  eU  fu  fuccejji^  y 
mucho  hedealaharfus  diligentias^ 
aunque  tan  pocofecontenta  de  las 
mias. 


Nafe  como  me  he  empannad^ 
tan  adelante  en  mi  geregcnea  de 
EfpanneL  V.  E.  le  ha  de  par* 
dowutr^  con  que  le  becha  de  en- 
tendir^  bajla^  Guarde  Dm  a 
V*  E.  Iqs  unnos  que  la  dejfeo. 


Your  mofl  humble  fcrvant. 


B.  L.  M.  D.  V.  E.  &c. 


Aouft,  ....  1669. 
Sentence  donnee  fur  TafFaire  de  Porfugal  &  de  la 
Hollande,  par  rambafladeur  de  TAngleterre, 
a  qui  les  deux  pardes  avoient  remis  la  decifion 
finale  de  leurs  diiFerences,  non  pas  comme 
ambafTadeur  d'Angleterre,  mais  comme  Chc-p 
valier  Temple. 

MOnfieur  Vamhajjadeur  de  Portugal  £5?  monfteur  le 
penfionnaire  de  tVttl  ayant  trouve  a  propos  de 
tmnueniquer  a  rambajfadeur  d'Angleterre  les  points  qui 
m  iftifi  longtems  en  difputefur  Paccommodement  propose 
atre  le  Portugal  C5?  la  Hollande ; 

Le  dii  ambajfadeur  (TAngleterre  a  trouvefur  la  premiere 
at^erence  avec  les  deux  parties^  que  la  principale  difficultc 
jv  rejlcit  a  demiler^  ejloit  fur  la  nianiere  defaire  les  deux 
mllions  cinq  cent  mille  cruzados  qui  efloient  accordcs  par  k 
PertugrJ  a  la  Hollande^  payable  a  dix  payements  igaux  \ 
i^efi  a  direy  deux  cent  mille  cruzados  par  an. 

Le 


6o  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple^ 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  iAngleterre  avoit  aujft  remarqui^ 
dans  la  me/me  conference^  que  les  deux  parties  eftoient  d^ac^ 
cord  que  lefdits  payments  fe  feroient  par  les  droits  du  fel  de 
Setuvalj  y  qiCa  cet  effet  cbacun  d'eux  avoit  propose  fan 
expedient^  par  lequel  kdit  ambajfadeur  ^Angleterre  voyoit 
que  monjfieur  PambaJ/'adeur  de  Portugal  fe  propofoii  que 
lefdits  payements  entiers  fe  feroient  par  Fafftgnation  defdits 
droits  dufelde  Setuvalpour  le  terme  de  dixfept  ou  dixbuit 
am :  et  que  monfieur  le  penfionnaire  de  Witt  fe  faifoii 
fort  que  ladite  debt e  fe  pourroit  jmtierement  fatisf aire  felom 
fon  expedient  far  Usdits  droits  aufel  de  Setuval  dans  le  terme 
de  vingt  fcf  deux^  ou  vingt  fcf  trois  ans. 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d"  Angle terre  ay  ant  auffi  remarqueqwi 
facccmmodement  fur  aucun  defdits  expedients  ejioit  defefperi. 
pour  les  difficult ez  fur  la  maniere  de  payer  les  interefls^  de/nt 
les  deux  parties  ne  pouvoient  aucunement  venir  au  bout^  a 
trouvebon  de  propofer  comme  un  expedient  entre  deux^  que  le 
Portugal  affigneroit  a  la  HoUande  les  droits  dufel  de  Setuval 
pour  Tcfpace  de  vingt  ans  en  fatisf  a£lion  entiere  de  ladite 
debtey  ft  le  Portugal  ne  trowvoit  pas  que  la  HoUande  eut  re^ 
ceufa  fatisf aSlion  entiere  en  moindre  terns  \  fcP  qt^en  tel  cos 
ledit  terme  feroit  retrancbe  apres  telle  fatisf adion  acbevfe. 

Le  dit  ambaffadeur  d^Angleterre  ayant  propose  cet  expe* 
dient  a  cbacun  des  deux  parties^  monfieur  P ambajfadeur 
de  Portugal  a  pris  du  terns  pour  le  conftderer  \  fc?  monfieur 
le  penfionnaire  Pa  acceptefurla  condition  fuivanteyffavoir^ 
fi  dans  aucune  annee  dudit  terme ^  lefdits  droits  du  fel  ie 
Setuval  ne  monterontpas  a  la  valeurde  cent  cinquante  fuilk 
cruzados,  qu^en  ce  cas  le  Portugal  dans  Fannie  fuivantefup^ 
pleera  en  fel  valeur  de  ce  qu'on  trouvera  avoir  manque  a  la^ 
dite  r  annee  pre  cedent  e :  et  a  fin  que  les  payements  fe  pour^ 
roient  paracbever  en  moindre  temps,  le  Portugal  j^obUgeroii 
de  ne  baujfer  pas  leprix  dufel  pour  le  Hollandois^  m  ib 
Fabaijfer  pour  les  autres, 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d^Angleterre  erf  ant  communique  le 

mefme  fair  a  P ambaffadeur  de  Portugal  ladite  acceptation 

faits  la  condition  mentionnie^  il  s'accorda  a  P expedient  de 

I  Pambajfadevr 
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_  eterre^  &  aufft  a  la  condition  du  pen- 
^iequiefioiiienibaujfnrniabaiJferUfrixdu 
fd  :  mms  ponr  ranire  partie  de  la  condition^  il  la  refufoii 
mtieremat^  a  caufe  qut  la  Hollander  eftant  affturcefar  Id  de 
rectomr  emfd  iota  ce  qm  manqneroU  cbaque  annee  fur  Us 
inUi  dmfila  taeccmpUffement  de  cent  cinquaate  mille  cru- 
Tsadas^  fe  ponvmt  dcpariir  de  tirer  dudit  Sefuvaljlgrande 
faaniiii  dufek  qt^eUe  efioit  accoutumee  de  tirer  chaque  an- 
aie  far  le  faffe  I  et  que  par  la  leroyaume  de  Portugal  fe 
irmeoeroit'Oppanvri  a  font  dudit  debit  ordinaire  du  fel^  & 
le  prince  fe  trouveroit  charge  dautant  qu'il  plairoit  a  la 
H^Uandifnr  les  manquements  des  droits  annuels. 

Snr  ees  enirefaits  les  deux  parties  eftant  entrees  encore 
dam  um  conference  avec  Famtajjadeur  dAngleterrc^  isf 
we  iyfamuMpas  accorder  nonplus  que  dans  la  pricedente^ 
fur  OMCUn  des  expedients  proposes^  ils  ont  a  la  fin  trouve 
^  de  emroenir  enfemble  que  la  decijion  finale  de  toute  cette 
Sfpuie  feferoit  par  V arbitrage  ahfolu  du^t  ambajfadcur 
(fjbgtjleterrejpourueu  que  Fambajfadeur  de  Portugal  con- 
fentireit  que  lajvaleur  dufelfe  regieroit  entierement  far  les 
cruzadoSjfans  aucun  egard  a  la  valeur  des  reys  fur  laqneile 
ilj  a  eu  aujffi  beaucoup  de  contraverfe  entre  ks  deux  parties. 

Em  vertu  de  cette  ccnvention^  Icdii  amhii(}:idenr  d'rht- 
gUierre  ayant  meurement  confidcrc  tout  ce  que  deffus^  i^ 
aefi  Fintereft  de  ces  deux  nations^  auffi  bien  que  de  leurs 
vaifins  &  alliezj  que  cette  affaire  Ji  /ongtews  dtbattucy  Je 
fidfe  et^n  termner  a  raimable^  i>  ne  tirer  pas  aigreur 
entre  Us  deux  nations  par  des  difputes  ultcrieures ;  deiJare 
^  iuge  que  le  premier  expedient  propose  par  Icdit  amhaf 
fadeur  toucbant  Us  vingt  annccs  ayant  efie  dja  acceptc  par 
les  deux  parties^  demeurera  firme  ^  valable  azec  ces  con- 
ditionSt  que  la  Hollande  fera  obligee  de  tirer  d:  Set.-iVal 
ioutes  les  annees  durant  ledit  terme^  autant  defel  quelle  a 
tiri  dans  aucune  des  dix  annees  dernier omnt  pafsces :  mais^ 
qfien  eas  que  par  ledit  debit  dufeU  les  droits  a  Setuval  nc  wok- 
teroMt  pas  pour tantjitfques  a  cent  cinquante  mille  cruz^idos 
dam  aucune  annee  dudit  tenne  de  vi'^:gt  am^  q  c  le  Port,'- 

gal 


62  Letteri  of  Sir  JViOiam  Tempk, 

gaJfuppeelra  enfelTannee  fuivante  ce  qui  aura  manque  k 
ladite  fommeypourveuque  kdit  manquement  ffexcedepas  la 
valeur  de  tretUe  milk  cruzados. 

Le^t  ambaffadeur  (TAngUterrejuge  atffi  equitabk  fm 
la  Hollande  nepretendra  autre  fatisfaaim  di  la  deSie^ 
bormis  Ufdits  droits  du  fel  de  Setuval  pour  kdit  terme  ii 
vingt  annees. 

^ue  la  valeur  dufel  fera  contee  par  cruzados^  fans  i* 
gardd  quelque  autre  monnoye^puifqu*il  tfy  a  eu  mentimdam 
le  traite  d*aucune  autre  efpice. 

Et  qi^en  cas  que  Portugal  trouvera  d  propos  de  decbar* 
ger  quelque  part  de  la  debte  par  quelque  autre  moyen^  la 
Hollande  retranchera  auffi  kdit  terme  en  proportion. 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hajgue,  Sept.  2.  N.  S.  1664^ 

HAving  received  his  majefty's  letter  to  the  confl»' 
ble  from  your  lordfhip's  hands,  I  thought  it  iwif ! 
fit  for  me  to  return  his  anfwer  by  the  fame  way  :  anid^ 
that  not  having  matter  enough  to  fumifh  two  lettm ' 
this  ordinary,  your  lordfhip  would  be  content  to  le^ 
ceive  the  whole  trouble  of  what  I  have  to  fay,  fmce  yoo 
were  of  courfe  to  have  a  part  of  it. 

I  received  at  the  fame  time  with  this  of  his  majeftf^ 
the  other  for  myfclf ;  and  the  fame  exprefs  brougfaC 
another  for  the  States  ;  I  doubt,  all  in  the  fame  ftjwii 
by  which  your  lordfhip  will  underftand  the  ill  ftatt  ^ 
of  our  general  bufincfs  here.  Monfieur  Marechal  came  ' 
yefterday  to  vifit  me,  and  told  me,  his  errand  was  to 
know  whether  I  could  propofe  any  new  way  of  drawl- 
ing their  fatisfaftion  from  Spain  -,  if  not,  whether  f 
would  give  any  hopes  of  their  having  it  from  his  m%- 
jefly  and  the  States :  and  if  neither  of  thefe,  what  I 
could  propofe  as  the  bell  way  *  pourfortir  de  cette  affmrt 

•  To  get  Qui  of  this  ajfcir  f^itb  the  beji  graci^  and  nxithoMt  tm 
much  ncijt. 
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tf  meilliMre  grace^  &  fans  trap  de  bruit :  I  told 
,  for  the  firft,  I  was  at  an  end  of  my  own  invention^ 
fhould  not  fail  however  of  confulting  with  the 
ch  commifljoncrs,  whom  I  had  not  feen  (ince  our 
fCT  from  the  conftable.  For  the  fecond,  I  knew  he 
io  fenfible  of  Sweden's  having  no  right  to  demand  of 
lore  than  our  good  offices  in  this  particular,  that  he 
Id  never  think  fit  to  prefs  us  any  farther  ^  and  thofe 
hould  not  fail  of.  For  the  laft,  it  was  a  point  I 
very  loth  to  think  of;  but  when  it  was  neceflary, 
}uld  join  with  him  in  that  confideration,  but  would 
believe  the  affair  was  not  yet  defperate.  He  fell 
great  complaints  of  the  Spanifh  minifters  here,, 
ot  their  laying  feveral  difcouries  to  his  charge  which 
lever  made ;  particularly  of  their  being  willing  to 
I  a  verbal  engagement  from  Spain  for  thirty  thou- 
1  crowns  a  month  in  time  of  war;  which  he  pro- 
id  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  that  were,  to  ftand 
ily  upon  having  aflurance  for  the  whole  fixty  thou- 
1  pretended  from  his  majefty  and  the  States,  and 
e  us  to  find  our  fecurity  from  Spain,  with  whom 
'  had  not  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  whole  bufinefs : 
he  faid,  he  would  tell  me  in  confidence,  that  they 
reprefented  the  impoflibility  of  this  pretenfion  to 
r  coun,  and  the  neceflity  or  taking  the  aflurances 
thirty  thoufand  from  Spain  -,  and  expect  anfwer  up- 
his  point  by  the  very  firit  letters :  and  in  cafe  of 
r  court's  confenting  to  it,  he  was  in  hopes  all  diffi- 
ies  would  be  overcome  •,  for  we  might  finifh  the 
xrt  before  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  give  the 
nifh  minifters  afTurancr;  of  our  figning  it  fuddenly 
r :  and  though  Holland  had  hitherto  declared  againft 
ring  any  part  of  the  fixty  thoufand  crowns  without 
fecurity  from  Sj;ain,  yet  his  inajsrfty  having  rciuU 
to  afliire  Sweden  of  his  pare,  Holland  ■-  jjU  nor  a- 
I  following  his  meafjr:  and  cxanipie. 

I  einiy 
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I  eafily  perceived  the  firft  part  of  this  difcourie  wfl 
brought  in  only  to  ufher  the  laft ;  and  to  found  vm 
about  his  majefty's  intention  in  this  point:  and  fo  I 
told  him,  I  did  not  remember  to  have  heard  his  ma-» 
jefly  had  ever  declared  any  fuch  refolutiort  :  That  there 
were  indeed  feveral  projefts  framed  by  feveral  hands  a* 
bout  that  time,  fome  ofwhich  contained  what  he  faids 
but  I  aflced  him  whether  he  had  ever  feen  any  of  them 
figned  ?  He  confefled  he  had  not,  but  their  court  ever 
looked  upon  it  as  a  thing  agreed  to  by  his  majefty.  I 
faid  I  wondered  at  it,  becaufe  they  could  not  but  con- 
fider  his  majefly  as  very  little  more  concerned  in  thii 
affair  than  themfelves  :  and  being  fo,  it  would  be  vcrjf 
hard  for  him  to  engage  in  the  defence  of  Spain  with- 
out  any  hopes  of  reimburfement  for  his  own  part  j  and 
withal  to  furnifh  Sweden  with  fo  great  a  fhare  of  the  fub- 
fidies  they  expeded  upon  a  bare  promife  from  Spain  of 
repaying  it  after  the  war  ended.  That,  for  my  partr 
having  not  then  been  in  England,  I  would  not  affimii 
his  majefty  had  not  agreed  to  it,  becauie  he  ieemed^- 
affirm  he  had :  but  if  he  had  not,  I  thought  it  would  bs 
a  very  hard  thing  to  expeft  it  from  him.  He  replied > 
he  would  not  difpute  whether  it  were  hard  or  no,  but 
was  fure,  in  Sweden  they  made  no  manner  of  doubt 
upon  it ;  and,  that  in  his  inftrudion,  which  menddhft 
their  foUiciting  our  and  Holland's  alluring  the  whob 
fum,  there  are  thefe  words,  the  king  (?/ England  having 
confented  to  ajfure  one  fourth  fart.  That  if  there  were  l^ 
queftion  upon  this,  though  their  court  fhould  confeni; 
to  accept  an  adt  from  Spain  for  thirty  thoufand,  yet  hft 
faw  there  would  be  another  difficulty  lefs  furmouniablo 
than  all  the  reft',  and  fo  looked  upon  the  afiair  m 
defperate.  But  having  frankly  communicated  to  nM 
his  inftrudions  whenever  I  defired  it,  he  entreated  me 
freely  to  communicate  mine  to  him  upon  this  particu* 
lar,  that  they  might  know  what  to  truft  to.  I  told  hinEl 
frankly  that  I  had  none  upon  it  \  that  his  majefty,  be* 
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b?ing  fb  near,  had  only  ordered  me,  that  when  thf^y  and 
Holland  fhould  be  agreed  about  the  particulars  of  the 
ccncerr,  that  I  fiiojld  communicate  it  to  him,  and 
fho'jid  receive  a  Hidden  anfwer  upon  it. 

We  broke  up  this  conference  very  friendly ;  rcfo!- 
vL".g  only  that  I  (liould  difcouric  \^*iLh  monfieur  de  Witc 
•-pen  the  \%  hole  ftate  of  our  aHair,  while  they  expected 
their  next  orders  from  Sweden,  after  which  we  Ihould 
2!!  have  a  conference  together,and  take  our  laft  meafures. 

This  fl^y  inonfieur  dc  Witt  came  to  me  upon  the 
fee  ocean  on  \  flic  wing  me  the  Conftable's  letter  to  the 
Starrs,  whicii  contained  nothing  more  than  mine  from 
him,  btrfiJes  dt-'firing  them  to  employ  their  good  offices 
towards  thf:  minillers  of  England  and  Sweden  for  the 
accomplii'hm'-nt  of  this  affair.  After  having  afked  me 
twti  or  three  times  v/hat  I  thought  v/as  to  be  done-,  and 
I  nroteftlnor  ;  knew  not  -,  at  lall  he  fliid,  that  tlioudi 
htuas  never  for  plaiftcring  upon  an  ill  wall,  and  he 
WIS  cofiH J'rnt,  if  Swtrdcn  truft-d  to  S;;ain  for  the  thirty 
thrjfarAi  crov/.is  a  month,  they  would  nr*ver  be  paid, 
and  fo  thrir  afTJtancc  would  fail  in  cafe  of  a  war  iinlcfs 
Spain  gave  fjch  a  l'jcuri:y  as  might  certainly  railc  t!ic 
inor.*^;  yet  confidering  that  the  very  reputation  of 
teis  bjnnefs  concluded  might  very  v/cli  prevent  a 
lar,  might  hir.der  Spain's  taking  :h.ir  rredlires  with 
Franc -rro  our diftd vantage,  and,  in  caleof  awar,  Swt- 
drn'^  hr.ving  received  the  fubfidies  already  due  would 
hhvirr  them  from  t-iking  any  meailires  v.ith  France, 
tLotrh  they  fhould  not  furnifli  their  afiWlancc  to  J:>v;airi 
f3rw.:n:  or  rhv  fiiture  fubnJies-,  for  hi^part,  he  couM 
wiih  :he  thing '.ione:  and  though  it  had  ever  b'ren  a- 
giir.ft  his  oj.ir.ion,  vetirhis  mjiclty  fncjid  think  fit  ro 
afiUre  S.vrrd^^n  of  a  fourth  pare,  he  b^i^cvfvi  the  States 
would  be  induced  to  do  the  fame,  ruthor  than  endanj/f:. 
thr  breaking  of  ths  bufinefs. 

After  I  had  deduced  to  him  the  great  diffrrencja 
fcre  v/ere  in  hit.  maipftv's  concernment  and  thciib  up- 
.  Vol.  II.  "     '  F  on 
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on  this  matter  -,  and  how  hard  it  were  for  his  majefly^ 
that  had  his  ieas  and  Beets  to  defend  him,,  to  contri- 
bute in  all  points  as  much  as  they  who  had  the  French 
armies  at  their  gates,  lb  loon  as  Flanders  was  over-run: 
and  finding  him  (til)  firm,  as  I  have  done  fo  often  be- 
fore, that  this  State  could  never  go  other  than  even  pj^^ 
ces  with  us  in  this  matter,  nor  look  upon  themfelves 
as  nearer  concerned  in  the  greatnefs  of  France  than  ocbar 
neighbours,  'till  they  faw  the  danger  fall  diredUy  dii^ 
way,  I  at  laft  told  him  plainly  what  I  had  told  mon- 
fieur  Marechal  before,  concerning  my  inftru£lion: 
which  he  received  with  his  ufual  temper,  and  faid,  we 
muft  refer  all  to  a  conference  with  the  Swedifli  miniftenf 
and  in  the  mean  time  each  of  us  fhould  think  what  ex* 
pedient  is  to  be  found  in  the  cafe. 

Concerning  our  bufmefs  of  Surinam,  I  am  m  gjrett 
hope  yet  to  come  to  fome  good  end  of  it,  though  thn 
will  not  hear  of  it  in  point  of  right  as  to  his  majeilyTl 
interceffion  -,  but  that  it  is  fit  to  give  his  majefty  greal* 
er  teftimonies  of  their  deference  dian  in  fuch  a  mattv 
as  this,  is  already  the  declared  opinion  of  Mr.  V.  JBL 
the  penfioner  of  Haerlaem,  and  fome  others  I  have  pui^ 
fued  :  and  monficur  de  Witt  promifes  me,  if  thofe  CWO 
will  fecond  him,  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  province 
of  Holland  to  it,  this  aflembly,  and  then  we  may  deal 
with  Zealand,  I  hope,  well  enough  byone  way  or  other* 
The  paper  Mr.  V.  B.  has  made  me  expeft  two  w  three 
polls,*  upon  the  account  of  the  places  we  have  fpecified 
in  the  Indies,  he  promifes  fliall  not  fail  me  by  the  next 
poll  -,  and  Ihould  have  come  fooner,  but  that  he  wair 
refolved  to  be  the  moll  exadly  informed  that  could  be 
in  all  particulars. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  has  writ  to  thofe  of  the  £all-Indi| 
company  at  Amftcrdam  in  purfuit  of  your  lordfhip'ji 
letter,  and  Sir  John  Worden*s  dcfire,  concerning  out 
Cary  coming  over  Co  ofier  an  end  of  a  fuit  upon  the 
pretenlioiis  of  Ccurtin's  heir  :  their  anfwcr  is,  that  I 
2  mighc 
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be  Ibcuie  Htf  urill  mve  no  mp^cffor  ah  end  of 
fibefi*  finoe  all  iaraier  pittenficm  aittdearly  cut 
tbe  fzcaty  at  Bitda :  and  I  find,  monfieur  de  Witt 
e  laoie  minkxi. 

eiday  died  monfieur  Wwrnenun,  a  great  man  in 
u^  out  very  litde  bewailed. 
ieve  your  krfdfhip  may  hear  reports  of  di(con- 
{owing,  and  parties  changing  here:  but  I  doubt 
t  Sn  wScaostt  farther  than  among  diofe  that  aic, 
fldrcs  of  bufineis ;.,wl)^h  niakcs  me  hope  there 
£  no  more  ground  f^r  all  that  is^ib  Javilhly  talk* 
CR I  and  of  the  ftme  kind  amons  ib  in  England; 
bonld  be  otherwife,  1  am  at  lew  glad  to  be  ig-* 
Sof  it,  being  of  fo  much  difieptitation  abroad  to 
anlUs :  and  all  the  perfons  in  Cdnfideradon  here, 
Ir,  are  forry  for  what  they  hear  of  it,  profeflSng 
^  much  concerned  in  our  union  as  their  own  ; 
idng  all  their  hopes  of  taking  any  conftant  mea^ 
widi  us  upon  the  fteadincfs  erf*  his  majeft/s  late 
lis,  and  the  diipofitions  of  our  prcfent  miniftcrs, 
X  whofe  time  monfieur  de  Witt  fays,  *  ^e  ce  rfi^ 
m  fiuBuation  dans  Us  confeik  SAnglttene.  I  am, 
brfihip's,  6?r. 

tC§mfiahU  of  Cafiile.     Au  Connetable  de  Caftile. 


Hague, 
^Xiafd,       N. 


Sept.  4* 
_  S.  1669. 

il^be  other  day  in  the 
Ipjjh  ambafiailor's  pto 
k|Mt)erfro«i  the  king  my 
1 1»  your  excellency  in 
'^  nonfieur  Taaf ;  and 
I  to  fecond  that  af- 
0iy  good  offices, 
llK>pe  they  will  not  be 
f%  and  I  hope  that  this 
ihall  not  be  rec- 
koned 


De  la  Haye^  b  4  Sipt. 
Monfieur^         S.  N.   1669. 

J*Envoyai  P  autre  jour  dans  U 
pacquet  de  monfieur  fam-' 
baffadeur  d  Efpagne^  ure  let f re 
du  r§y  mon  ntaitre  a  V.  E.  en 
faveur  de  monftenr  Taaf\  je 
me  criis  obligi  de  t alder  de  tous 
mes  bans  offices y  ^oisje  croy  quails 
ne  luyfmt  pas  nefejfairesj  V  qur 
ci  gentilbomme  n*en  fera  pat 
jugemoins  digne  ^  mains  capa^ 
F  2  bU 


Star  iberg  •wms  nothing  but  ucazeri/ig  in  the  counfels  of  England. 
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Loned  thelefs  cipable  to  fervc 
his  -  ,  t  r  having  already 
>^cll  fcrvcd  his  fnend. 

1  cannot  let  pafs  this  occa- 
fion  without  rcprefenting  to 
your  excellency  the  undoubt- 
ed neceffity  there  is,  to  give 
order  with  all  fpeed  for  the 
payment  of  the  200»ooo 
crowns  to  the  minift  rs  of 
Sweden,  who  have  expeScd 
them  with  fo  much  patience, 
and  are  ready  to  deliver  into 
theSpanifh  atnbadTador's  hands 
the  ratifications  of  the  gua- 
rant)',  jointly  with  me  and 
the  Sutes  General.  They 
affjre  me  alfo,  that  they  are 
ready  to  enter  into  a  partici- 
lar  concert  of  forces,  as  foo  i 
as  this  affair  is  finiihed ;  but 
are  refolved  not  to  mix  one 
with  the  other ;  and  are  fo  ill 
fatisficd  with  fome  difHculties 
that  the  Spanifh  ambadador 
has  raifed  upon  this  matter, 
that  I  believe  it  will  not  be 
poflibic  to  keep  them  here  two 
days  longer,  if  your  excel- 
lency fends  them  an  anfwer 
not  according  to  the  zQ,  figned 
by  the  faid  ambaflador,  and 
fince  ratified  by  the  king  of 
Spain ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  order 
the  payment  of  the  money,  up- 
on the  mutual  delivery  of  the 
guaranty.  This  is  what  they 
told  me  two  Jays  fincc ;  and 
may  perhaps  ruin  an  affair  that 
bao  been  fo  long  negotiat^d^ 
and 


vcir 


difervtr  Jon  maitre^pdu 
r ft  bienferv'  ' 


fervl  fon  ami. 


Je  tie  puis  laijfer  pajfcr 
occafion  fans  reprefenter  a  P 
quil  eft  (Tune  necejfite  indij 
fable  iTexpedier  incejfammen. 
ordres  pour  (aire  toucher 
minijlres  de  Suede  les  200, 
ecus  quails  ont  jufqiiicy  atte 
avec  tant  de  patience,  lis 
prets  de  deliver  entre  les  m 
di  Fambajfadeur  d'Efpagm 
ratifications  de  la  guarantie 
jointement  avec  moy  Iff  les  I 
Generaux.  lis  rnont  auffi 
furequils  etoient  tout  prets  t 
trer  dans  un  concert  partic 
pour  foumir  unfecours  defo, 
que  pour  celails  nattendoien 
de  voir  finir  cette  preniien 
faire\  ^  quails  etoient  rt 
de  ne  point  meter  I'une  avec  < 
tr^.  lis  font  au  rejleji  ma 
ttsfaits  de  quclques  difficultr* 
mmfieur  Vamhajfadeur 
fpagne  leur  afaitesfurce  pn 
article^  que  je  ne  cr  cy  pas 
foit  pojfible  de  les  retemr 
JGurs  icy  apres  que  V,  E.  fe 
expliquee  fur  cctte  affaire^  ^ 
nous  aurons  re^ufa  reponfe^ 
pose  que  cette  reponje  ne  s'a 
de  pas  a  Ca^fe  fgne  par  I 
ambajfadcur^k^  depuis  rat  if 
U  roy  dEfpagne^  cejl  a  f^ 
de  faire  conter  Co? gent  fur 
tradition  de  la  guarantie,  i 
ce  quits  niont  dit  de  depuis 
jour 5^  i^  cf  qui  pQurroit  bien 
alter  en  fume e  une  affaire ]\ 


md  other  MSnifters  of  State. 
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aught   into   the    port 

fo  many  difficulties. 

excellency  will  judge 
lan  any  body,  how  you 
wcr  to  the  court  of 
lid  to  all  Chriilcndom, 
of  fo  great  an  occafion 
ilifliing  the  fecurity  of 
,  and  the  repofe  of  the 
For  all  this  depends 
our  refolutions,  to 
he  three  confederates, 
as  (o  many  others,  will 
attribute  any  misfor- 
It  fhall  arrive.  And 
e  not  failed  fince  the 
ig  of  this  affair  to  con- 
all  my  cares  to  it,  fo 

not  be  wanting  to- 
he  end,  to  reprefent 
Gng  neceflity  of  this 
bure.  It  is  left  to  your 
cy  to  make  what  ufe 
o  pleafe;  from  whole 

every  one  will  form 
9  good  or  ill,  to  the 
if  Spain.  I  am  your 
cy's,  dsTr. 


iims  wgoduy  isf  menh  au  p§*'t 
a  trovers  tani  de  difficuluz. 

V,  E.fentira  mieux  que  per- 
fcnney  qu  ellefe  rend  refpcnfable 
i^  a  la  courenne  d'Efpa^ne^  V 
a  ttuti  ia  Chretztnte  de  la  perte 
iune  figrandi  occafion^  quiefia^ 
blijjcit  la  furete  de  lune^  (j  U 
repos  de  i  autre.  Cary  ceji  de 
V9S  refoluticns  que  tout  cela  va 
dependre  \  li  cfft  aujjifur  e/les 
fiuies  que  le  trois  confederex^ 
ainfi  que  tant  iTaulreSy  vont  re- 
jetter  les  malheurs  qui  fuivr9fit 
du  peu  defucces  de  nos  ueg^tia* 
tiofis.  Czmme  des  U  commenie- 
merit je  nay  epargne ni  veilUs ni 
foins  pour  cette  grande  affaire^ 
je  n* ay  pas  veulu  manquerfur  la 
fin  a f aire  une  derniere  demarche^ 
qui  e/ly  de  reprefhiter  a  F,  E, 
toute  r importance  des  conjonlfures 
qui  s\ffrent  encore  a  nous^  mats 
^qui  font  pretes  ti  nous  hhapperm 
CeJ'era  a  F,  E,  a  en  ufer  ccmnie 
il  fuy  plaira  :  on  tircra  des  me* 
fnrei  qu^ilva  prendre^  des  pre- 
jages  certains  pour  le  hon  ou  le 
mauvais  etat  des  affaires  d'E- 
jpagne,     J^  fuis  de  K  E.  &c. 


To  my  lord  Arlington* 

Lord,  Hague,  06t.  11.  N.  S.  1669. 

irc  this  day  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the  2 lit 
k,  and  having  none  by  me  from  Mr.  Secretary 
',  Ihall  prcfume  to  return  in  an  anfv/er  to  your 
p*s  that  little  I  have  to  lay  by  this  pod  :  tor  all 
•nt  is  here  at  a  ftand  in  our  bufinefs  of  the  al- 
and when  it  ^111  proceed  agoin,  dcp'-nds  v/holly 
Y  J  \\\p\\ 
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upon  his  iriajeft}',  do  \^hat  I  can.     Since  the  laft  poft 
die  SpanLOi  ambaflador,  the  Baron  d'Ifolay  monfieu     - 
Marcchal,  and  monfieur  de  Witt,  have  been  fcvcrally 
\nd"i  me  to  know  what  I  will  propofe,  or  what  I  wiB 
confcnt  to  for  an  expedient  in  this  matter.     The  two 
lirft  would  tain  have  Ibmething  Irom  me  to  work  up- 
on   and  I  entertain  them  with  complaints  of  the  Sfir 
nilh  ill  iifage  towards  us,  having  propofed  at  Londoa 
not  only  to  indemnify  us  in  what  they  projected  there 
concerning  his  majeily*s  engaging  to  the  Swed^  but 
likewife  a  Ihare  of  his  own  charge  likely  to  arifc  upon  . 
a  war :  all  which,  ever  fince  the  peace,  they  have  beco 
content  to  foi^get,  and  now  would  put  us  upon  a  nc- 
ceffity  of  engaging  to  advance  the  Swedifh  fubGdies.  I 
farther  reprefented  to  the  Spanifli  ambafiador,  the  im-  . 
prudence  of  their  councils  in  raifing  this  difficulty  m 
the  firft  payment  to  the  Swedes,  by  the  eafinefs  where-  . 
of  they  might  have  pofleffed  themfel vcs  of  the  guaranC|^» 
and  diereby  entered  into  confidence  with  Sweden,    »• 
cured  them  from  thinking  of  any  other  meafures,  and 
purfiKd  the  finifliings  of  our  work  by  any  particular 
concerts,  without  danger  or  unkindnefs. 

I  urged  all  this  fo  tar,  that  though  the  Spanifh  tm- 
baflador  perfifted  in  affirming  that  the  orders  fiom 
Spain  to  the  conftable,  as  well  as  to  himfelf,  were  po- 
fitive  in  the  cafe  of  not  paying  the  money  without  tbe 
particular  concert ;  yet  he  at  laft  joined  with  mc  very 
freely  in  blaming  the  weaknefs  and  unhappinefs  of  the 
Spanilh  councils  upon  thefe  particulars  \  and  wondering 
liow  the  marquis  Caftil-Rodrigo  could  fufi'er  the  difpatcS 
of  fuch  orders.     The  next  morning  the  Baron  d*lfola 
came  to  me,  and  entertained  me  with   long  diicourles 
ot  what  prified  between  him  and  the  Spanilh  ambafl* 
dor  in  conicquence  of  what  I  had  faid  the  night  be- 
fore :  and  die  fiim  of  all  was,  as  I  imagined,  to  founc 
me  whether  I  would  be  induced  to  enter  the  conccr 
r.pcn  t!;e  Spaniih  ambaffador's  promiGng  me  an  in 

demnir 
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dcmmtjr  from  Spain  for  the  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  a  month  inlifted  u^x)n  by  the  Swedes  to  be  fe- 
cared  to  them  from  the  king.     Upon  this  infinuation 
I  rdblvcd  to  take  no  hokl  at  all ;    becaufc  if  his  ma- 
jcfty  flxMild  ever  refolve  to  promifc  the  advance  of  the 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  in  cafe  of  a  war  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  trufting  to  gain  his  fads- 
faftion  by  negotiating  in  Spain  to  that  puqxife,  upon 
the  grounds  given  of  fo  many  overtures  by  the  Spanifli 
minifters  both  at  London,  Brufiels,  and  here,  than  by 
talung  a  promife  or  inftrument  here  from  this  ambaf- 
fador  (as  the  Baron  fays)  beyond  his  power,  and  dpe- 
dally  whofe  fecrecy  in  it  we  cannot  much  reckon  up- 
on :  whereas  the  publifliing  any  fuch  thing  may  have 
ill  confequences  of  jealoufy  between  us  and  the  Dutch. 
TIkrefore  I  contented  myfclf  to  tell  the  Baron,  that  J 
was  at  the  end  of  my  line,  and  could  proceed  no  far- 
ther dian  I  had  done  already  :  that  his  majefiy  had  or- 
dered me  to  give  the  guaranty  in  conjunftion  with  the 
odier  confederates,  upon  payment  of  two  hundred  thou- 
iknd  crowns,  according  to  the  Spanilh  ambaflador's  own 
aft :  that  he  thought  the  Spaniards  had  no  right  to  prelk 
us  upon  the  particular  concert,  which  yet  he  would 
be  ready  to  confider  of  when  the  contederatcs  thought 
fit ;  and  in  the  mean  time  was  very  fincercly  refolved 
to  perform  the  guaranty  if  there  Uiould  be  occafion 
for  it. 

Monfieur  Marechal  prefled  me  fomethihg  harder  up- 
on entering  into  a  conferenrc  with  him  and  the  Dutch 
deputies,  which  I  promiicd  befon^  my  lall,  but  have 
czcufed  rill  Monday  next,  in  the  mean  time  to  prepare 
matter  for  it.  He  defired  to  know  if  I  had  yet  any 
powers  to  promife  tht-  hundred  and  fifty  thouraiul 
crowns  projcdled  at  London  (as  he  ever  infifls  to  h* 
fecurcd  by  his  majefty ;  widiout  which  he  did  not  fe* 
any  thing  to  be  done  here:  I  told  him  dirrcUy,  I  La.l 
not.  He  then  afked  me  to  v/hut  end  wc  ihoul.i  confer, 
F  A  fine.: 
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fince  without  that,  the  concert  could  not  be  framed^ 
nc  r  confcquently  the  prcfent  money,  paid  :  and  com- 
plained that  the  want  of  this  concert  was  of  prefen^ 
prejudice  to  them  alone,  though  it  depended  equally 
upon  the  confent  of  the  other  confederates.  I  anfwered 
him,  that  till  I  received  new  orders,  he  fhould  never 
find  me  vary  from  thofe  I  had  fo  often  told  him  :  which 
were  to  fee  firft  in  what  propofals  Sweden  and  Holland 
could  agree,  and  tlien  reprefent  it  to  his  majefty,  whofe 
anfwer  could  be  of  no  long  delay :  and  that  I  fuppofc  wil| 
be  the  fruit  of  our  conference.  He  faid,  he  thougjb( 
they  and  Holland  were  agreed  upon  all  points  but  onc^ 
that  is,  in  the  number  and  kind  of  forces,  according  to 
xhc  firft  projefted  concert,  and  in  Holland's  afTuriog 
them  a  fourth  part  of  the  fixty  thoufand  crowns 

That  which  they  difiered  upon  was,  that  whereas  Spai^ 
oflfered  a  promife  of  the  other  thirty  thoufand  crowns^ 
they  expefted  we  and  Holland  Ihould  likewife  warrant 
that  payment,  becaufe  their  engagement  for  fixteei^ 
thoufand  men  upon  the  concert,  would  be  to  us  and  not 
to  Spain,  and  it  was  no  reafon,  if  Spain  failed  of  that 
payment,  they  fhould  yet  ftand  engaged  to  us  for  tfap 
whole  number  of  men.  I  told  him,  I  doubted  much- 
that  if  this  point  were  ftill  between  them,  they  wcic 
not  very  near  agreeing:  and  he  faid,  he  would  ipeak 
with  monfieur  <fc  Witt  once  more  upon  it  before  the. 
conference.  But  I  doubt  this  will  not  hinder  theii| 
from  coming  to  fome  propofal  to  be  made  his  huh 
jefty  of  fomething  they  fhall  agree  in.     I  am  ^c. 

To  the  Prince  of  Tufcaw/.      Au  Prince  de  Tofcane* 

Hague,  Dec.  5.  La  Haye^  le  5.  Dec. 

SIR,  N.  S.  1669.        Monfuur^  N.  S.  1662. 


« 


1  Should  not  have  deferred  the  IE  n'aurois  pas  pirdu  un  m9^ 

*    acknowledgments    I    owe  .1   ment  a  marquer  la  reconnoif*' 

yoMr  highncfs  for  the  honour  f ana  que  je  dels  a  V.  E.  defbm'- 

of  your  kuer,  if  I  had   not  new  quelle  m' a  fait  far  fa  Ut^ 

becq  /r/. 


anduber  Mimjlers  of  State. 


n 


b?e«i  punacd  with  a  great  ill- 
r*cl"s  zi  the  time  I  received  it : 
^na  I  would  not  acquit  my felf 
of  this  duty  by  any  other  hand 
bur  my  own,  becaufe  I  am 
furc  there  is  none  fo  pleafed, 
or  fo  ready  to  engage  in  the 
occaiions  of  your  (er\ice.  I 
am  extreme  glad  of  your  High- 
Bcii's  happy  arrival  at  Flo- 
rence ;  where  I  wifh  you  all 
the  felicities  that  ought  to  be 
<Idiined,  ais  they  are  due,  to 
fe  great  a  merit :  and  I  hope, 
that  after  the  glorious  fatigues 
which  have  hitherto  been  the 
43iverfion  of  your  highnefs, 
fou  will  now  find  pleafure  in 
[be  foftnefs  of  repofe. 


For  myfcif,  I  fhall  never 
tbink  I  am  happy  till  I  have 
paid  my  rcfpe<3s  to  your  high- 
nefs  in  )-our  own  court ;  and 
I  cnv}-  no  man  at  prefent  but 
ay  lord  Falconbndge,  who  is 
Cbing  on  an  embafTy  into  fo 
fine  a  climate,  and  among  fuch 
converfations  as  thofc  of  Italy, 
where  wit  and  weather  are  e- 
quzliy  clear  ;  while  I  languifh 
in  a  country  where  we  breathe 
Dorhini:  hut  mifts,  and  dif- 
counc  of  nothing  but  bufinefs. 


To  confirm  this  laft,  I  can- 
not end  my  letter  without  tel- 
iiv^z  vour  hiehncft,  that  after 

fo 


Z**/,  fi  dans  U  mime  terns  qu^eUi 
mifut  r endue ^  je  fCeuJfe  ete  at^ 
taque  d'tme  violente  maladle. 
Je  nay  fas  vouluy  je  Pavcueraiy 
nCacquitter  de  ce  devoir  tar  um 
mMtne  etrangere^  far  ceia  vient 
de  ce  qu^Ume  femble^  qtiil  n*y  a 
que  la  mienne  qui  fente  autant  dx 
plaiftr^  (^  s  employe  avec  au^ 
tantd'affe^fiony  dh  qu^ilejl  que^ 
Jtion  de  quelque  chofe  qui  regarde 
V.  A*  s^  fon  fervice.  Jefrens 
beaucoup depart  ii  Pheureufe ar^ 
rivee  de  V.  A.  a  Florence ;  // 
fouhaite  qiielle  y  goute  toutes  les 
profperitez  deues  i^  fans  dout^ 
dejiinies  a  un  merite  commi 
lejien.  jTe/p^^e^  quapres  les 
glorieufes  fatigues  qui  ont  fait 
jufqu^icy  les  divertijfemens  de  V, 
A>  elle  va  trouver  quelque  plaifir 
dans  les  douceurs  du  repos. 

Pour  moyje  ne  fer ay  jamais 
content  de  la  fortune^  que  je  n'ay 
fait  la  reverence  a  F.  A.  dans  j'a 
propre  cour ;  ^  a  theure  quit 
f/?,  lefeulhomme  que j^nvie  dans 
le  mondCj  cejl  my  lord  Falcon^ 
bridge^  que  fon  etmhaffade  va 
conduire  dans  un  ft  beau  climat  ^ 
i^  oil  il  va  gouter  tons  les  char- 
mes  attachez  aux  delicates  ^fpi- 
rituelles  converfations  d* Italic  \ 
il  trouvera  la  les  jours  ^  le^  ef- 
prits  egalement  purs  tff  brillans  ; 
i*f  pour  moyy  mon  partage  ejl  de 
languir  dans  un  pais  ou  Con  ne 
refpire  que  des  brouillardsj  ^'  cu 
tsn  nefait  que  parlcr  d^  affair  a, 

fay  dcja  un  peu  contratU 
de  ce  genie ;  W  p^jur  le  prcnver 
a  r,  ./.  c^ejl  que  je  nef^auroii 


acnevci 
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(o  many  fhocks  the  triple  al- 
liance has  born  for  fome  time, 
and  fo  many  prefages  of  it^ 
death ;  there  is  within  thefe 
two  days  fome  appearance  of 
its  recovery,  unlefs  any  uncx- 
nefled  accident  fliould  occa- 
sion a  relapfe. 

Juftice  is  fo  cflential  among 
the  qualities  of  a  great  prince, 
that  1  wdl  not  doubt  but  your 
highnefs  does  me  that  of  be- 
lieving me  always  with  equal 
pafSon  and  truth,  fir,  your 
bighnefs's,  IJc. 


acbtver  ma  littrefatis  liij  £ri^ 
qu^  apres  tant  di  Jeconjfts  que  bf 
trlpU  alliance  a  fauffertes  iepm 
quelqui  temsy  (^  tani  difmijtrei 
prefages  qui  ont  annencefa  mtrt^ 
ily  ap9urtant  depuis  mux  J9un 
quelqui  apparence  qu*il  va  revi^ 
vrea  tMins  qu^un  accident  inapim 
ne  caufefa  recbute. 

Lajuftice  efl  une  eU  ces  fuaff- 
tez  Jt  ejfentiellei  a  un  grand 
prince y  queje  ne  veux  pas  mime 
foup^cnner  que  K  J.  me  refufe 
teue  de  me  croire  tcujours  ce  qui 
jefuis  avec  tant  de  pajfion  (f  Si 
vcritCy  &c. 


7^  the  Conftabk  of  Caftile.    Au  Coi)netable  de  Caftik. 


Hague,  Dec.  5, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1669. 
'T*  Hough  it  will  be  difficult 
*  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
srguments  ufed  in  my  laft  let- 
ter^ and  in  other  memorials 
fent  fo  freouently  to  the  Spa- 
nifli  amballador,  upon  the  fub- 
]t(\  of  the  payment  already  due 
to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and 
fo  folemnly  ftipulated  by  the 
a6l  of  May  9»  figned  by  the 
faid  ambaflador,  and  after- 
w-ards  rarified  by  the  queen 
regent.:  however  I  would  not 
fail  in  this  important  conjun* 
cture,  to  make  this  laft  effort 
to  diipofe  your  excellency  to 
tlie  quick  execution  of  a  coun- 
fel  fo  juft  and  necefiary  to  the 
rcpofc  of  Chriftcndom  as  well 
as  the  prcfervation  of  Spaing 
and  of  fuch  inporiancc  to  the 
honour 


De  la  Haye^  le  5.  Det. 
Monfieur^  S.  N.  1660. 

(^  Ueyqu*il  foit  Hen  diffiak 
^^^^^aJButer  quelque  cheje  eauc 
raifons  domije  me  fuis  fervi  dang 
ma  demiere  lettre  iV,  E.t^  qui 
d*ailleurs  fent  repandues  bf  $nt 
etc  repetees  en  tant  de  divers  «f- 
moires  envoyes  a  menfieur  tam^ 
baffadiw  £ EfpagHiy  touchauih 
payement  deja  deu  a  la  courtnna 
di  Suede ^  ii  fi  feiiunenunt  m^ 
cerdi  l^  Jlipule  par  VaSte  du  o 
di  May^  qui  a  etc  figne  par  U 
dit  andmjfadiury  i^  rauf.c  di^ 
puis  par  la  reine  regent e:  jt 
7iaypourtant  pas  voulu  dans  urn 
conjonHure fiimpertante  negUger 
defaire  un  dernier  effort  y  a  fin 
de  taeher  a  difpofer  V,  £.  a  una 
prompte  execution  dans  wu  af^ 
faire  fi  jujhy  ft  neceffaire  d'aiU 
Icurs  au  repos  de  la  Chrctientty 
auffi 
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honour  of  your  excellency, 
who  never  can  defend  yourfelf 
againft  the  complaints  of  ha- 
ving by  licde  fcruples  loft  the 
fucceis  of  Ho  great  an  affair,  and 
negleAed  the  fruits  of  an  al- 
liance whereof  all  Chriftcndom 
hath  (jpoke  with  fo  much  ap- 
plaufe,  and  hoped  from  it  fo 
much  felicity. 


I  do  not  defire  to  importune 
your  excellency  by  a  repetiti- 
•n  of  things  already  faid ;  and 
I  have  nothing  new  to  add, 
but  the  confidcration  of  mon- 
fieur  Marechal    the   minifler 
of  Sweden's  departure,    after 
long  impatience,    and   much 
difcontent  at  the  proceedings 
of  Spain  in  all  the  negotiati- 
ons where  he  has  intervened 
for  eight  or  nine  months  paft. 
Before  he  went  he  demanded 
back  from  me  the  2LEt  of  gua- 
ranty figned  by  Sweden,  and 
placed  in  my  hands  with  the 
other  afls  to  be  configncJ  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Spanilh 
ambaflador  upon  payment  of 
the  acooce  crowns  to  Sweden : 
ind  in  the  mean  time,  he  con- 
fcnted  entirely,  that  I  fhould 

Sive  back  to  the  faid  ambaflU- 
or  his  acft  of  the  9th  of  May, 
by  which  he  was  obli;;ed  to  the 
faid  payment  upon  the  con- 
figning  of  the  faid  guaranties : 
but 


au£i  Hen  qua  la  wifervatien 
de  Efpagnt  \  faj^uUray^  Ji  im" 
pQrtanti  a  I'bonneur  de  V.  £• 
piut  itre  Jtra-t-il  hers  de  voire 
p$uvoir  de  parer  aux  reprocbes 
&  aux  plainUs  d* avoir  par  de 
petit s  fcrupuUs  rencnce  aufucch 
d^unejigrande  affaire^  £2f  negli'- 
gi'les  fruits  d'une  alliance  dont 
la  Chritiente  a  parle  avec  de  Ji 
grands  applaudifftmens^  i^  dont 
elle  fe  promettoit  tant  de  joye  bf 
di  profperitc. 

Je  rCay  pas  deffein  d^impcr- 
tuner  V.  E.  par  la  repetition  de 
chofes  dfja  cent  fois  ditcs ;  V 
t':ut  ce  qiiejcpuii  ajoutrr  denou- 
veau^    roule  fur  le  depart    de 
monfieur   Marechal,    le   mini- 
fire  de  la  Suede,  qui  apres  bien 
de  impatiences,     apres  tant  de 
pourparlers  intttiles,    enfin  me- 
content  de  rEjpagne  autant  qu'on 
lepeut  itre,  6'  ay  ant  fur  le  ccsur 
Viniitiliti  des  negotiations  on  on  Ca 
fait  intervcnir^  \3  qui  ont  con^ 
fiwii'  neufmois,  prejjefon  depart, 
W  va  t'.ut  reveler  an   roy  fon 
maitre  \  il  me  redemande  avant 
fon  ret  our  falie  deguarantirfignr 
par  la  Suede^  i^  rcmis  entre  ma 
mains  ave:  lis  autres  aclcs,  poio 
it  re    enfuite   depofc    cntre     hs 
jnjiins  de  monfieur  V amha'JudiUi 
d'Efpiigne  Icrs  que  Us  200000 1- 
cns  auro'.t  etc  pnycs  a  la  couronr.r 
de  Suede.      En  mcme  tenis    ii 
rna  dtclare qu  il c:nfentoit pleine- 
men*  q"c  Facie  du  9  de  Alay  far- 
par  le  dit  amhajjadcur^  U  dar,< 
lequel  il  I  Mgto'it  an  dit  payf 
mcKt^  fur  la  remf  dcs  giuira^ 
tic:^ 
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but  I  ufcd  all  my  endeavours 
to  keep  the  faid  guaranty  of 
Sweden  fomc  time  longer  in  my 
hands,  hoping  your  excellen- 
cy would  yet  in  a  few  days  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation  and 
ncceffity  of  advancing  this  fa- 
tisfadtion  to  Sweden,  fo  long 
due  and  demanded.     And  as 
yet  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
deliver  the  three  faid  guaran- 
ties to  the  Spanifh  ambaflador, 
as  foon  as  he  (hall  have  given 
the  faid  money  to  the  Swedifh 
resident  here  :  but  if  this  af- 
fair be  delayed  till  monfieur 
Marechal  has  reprefented  it  to 
the  king   his    mafter,    as  he 
was  refolved  to  do  upon  his 
departure  ^  or  till  the  Swedifh 
minifter's  refident   here  (hall 
have  received  an  anfwer  to  the 
difpatchcs  they  fent  about  three 
weeks  ago,    upon  the  fpight 
and  dcfpair  they  were  in  at 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  this  affair : 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  I  leave 
your    excellency     to    judge, 
whether    there    will   be  any 
hopes  that  the  Swedifh  court, 
foured    by  the  ill  treatment 
and  angry  reprefentattons  of 
their  miniftcrs,  will  then  give 

us 


tiesy  &  Uquel  a^ifay  auj/i  m^ 
ire  Us  mains ;  que  cet  a£fi^  £i 
//,  fut  rendu  a  Tamhajfadeur 
d'EJpagne.   y ay  fait  de  granit 
efforts  pour  reUmr  encere  qud" 
ques  jours  les  dites  guaranties  en* 
ire  mes  mains^   dans  Fefperanee 
que  F.  E.  informee  de  tcut  en 
peu  de  jours ^  fentireit  la  juflsa 
&  la  necejftte  de  fatisfaire  k 
Suede  \  il  y  a  longtems  que  b 
chofe  luya  ete  promife^par  C9nfe- 
quent  il  y  a  longtems  qu*elU  luy 
ejideue\  eUe  a  ete  fouvent  de* 
mandee^  elle  teji  encore  aujour^ 
dhuy^  far  a  fheure  que  fecrisje 
fuis  en  pouvoir  de  livrer  les  trots 
guaranties  a  monfieur  ramlaf- 
fadeur  d^Efpagne^  auffitot  qu^il 
aura  fait  mettre  F argent  au  mi* 
niftre  de  Suede^  qui  ejl  encore 
icy.     Maisfuppose  que  l* affaire 
foit  ou  negligee  ou  retardee  jufqu* 
a  ce  que  le  mimjire  ait  envoyi 
fon  memoir e  l^  fa  relation  a  la 
cour  de  fon   maitre^    bf  qu^it 
fait  injiruit  de  la  fituation  $i 
toutes  chofes  etolent  au  moment 
de  fon  depart  i  fuptose   memt 
que  par  les  delais  on  aonne  le  terns 
aux  miniftres  de  Suede  de  tea* 
voir  la   reponfe  aux   memoires 
quails  envojerent  il  y  a  troisfe* 
maines  tons  remplis  du  depit  faT 
du  defefpoir  de  voir  le  projet  ft 
reduire  a  rien :  Vune  ou  P autre 
de  ces  deux  chofes  fuppoiees  {IS 
y.  E.  voit  qu^on  les  peutfuppofer 
toutes  deux)  il  ejl  aise  de  juger 
que  la  cour  de  Suedcj  aigrie  di 
rEfpagne  par  toutes  les  chofes 
qrte  fes  miniflres  luy  auront  re- 
preferAees 
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US  the  means,  vre  poflefs  at ' 
prefcnr,  to  finifh  this  great 
work:  and  how  ncceffary  it 
will  I>c  to  follow  the  late  im- 
prcfions  made  in  that  court 
2s  ibcm  as  poffihle,  by  new 
ones  to  their  entire  fatisfaciion. 
For  as  loon  as  Spain  (hall  be  in 
pofTeffion  of  the  guaranties  of 
all  the  confederates,  one  may 
(it,  that  not  only  all  the  ap- 
pearances are  fafe,  but  alfo 
that  the  fubftance  itfelf  is  ii- 
niihed.  And  if  any  forms  re- 
main towards  the  laft  perfecti- 
on of  the  work,  there  muft  be 
time  given  to  concert  them, 
without  hazarding  the  grofs 
«f  the  affair. 


I  it^Tc  your  excellency  to 

ccnilder,    that  fuch  occalions 

15  vou  have  at  prcient  in  your 

hands  are   not  ufually  given 

twice  to  men,    and  that  they 

comcicnly  lofe  their  force  by  a 

ficmnef^in  lapng  hold  of  them. 

But  I  cannot  apprtrhend  fo  fad 

an  effect  from    the  prudence 

and  ffood   intentions  of  your 

eccuenc^'  :    at  Icaft,  I  fhall 

OQQifort  my  felfthat  I  have  done 

ET  utmorf  duty  towards  prc- 

vnitine  fo  great  a  misfortune 

C9  Chriftendom.     I    am,    my 

Icrd,  vour  ft . 
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prtfinttiSy  m  voudra  plus  nous 
ccniinuer  U  moyen  que  nous  avons 
encore  definir  ce  grand  ouvrage. 
V.  E.  voit  done  de  quel  imporianci 
il  eft  de  pourfuivre  les  dernier es 
imprtjftons  que  la  Suede  m  eues 
juff  icy^  par  la  nduvelle  d*une 
prompte  ^  entttre  conclujion* 
Car  aujjitit  que  tEfpagnefera 
enpojfejjion  des  guar  antes  de  tons 
les  confederex^  on  pourra  dire  ~ 
que  non  feulement  touies  les  ap^ 
parences  feront  fauveesy  mail 
qu*on  aura  mime  pourvu  au 
fsnd  de  la  chofe.  J^jie  s'il  man* 
quoit  quelques  formalite%  a  la 
perfedlion  de  cet  ouvrage^  il  ne 
faudra  que  du  terns  \  car  comwe 
tout  fera  difpose  a  une  entlere 
corclujiony  on  ajufle^^a  tout  a 
loifir^fans  que  legros  de  P affaire 
Joit  en  danger. 

Jeprie  V.  E,  de  faire  refcxi- 
on  que  des  circonjlances  pareilles 
a  ceiles  que  vous  avez  prejcnt- 
ment  comine  fous  la  main^  Wont 
pas  accoutume  de  s'offrir  deux 
fois  a  une  me  me  perfonne  ;  que 
cejl  leur  laijfcr  perdre  de  leur 
force^  que  de  differ er  a  i^enfaijtr, 
Mais  la  prudence  ^  les  bonnes 
intentions  de  V,  £*.  7ne  raffurent 
centre  la  crainte  d'un  evcnemcnt 
Jifunrjle,  'J'auro'is du  molns  la 
confolation  diun  homme  qui  a 
fait  (on  devoir^  W  qui  ria  rien 
ouhlii  pour  efargner  un  ft  gran  I 
malheur  a  la  Ckrctientc.  J^Jt^ii 
&c. 
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To  Mr.  Gary. 

S  I  R,  Hague,  Dcccmb.  6.  N.  S.  i6tfa#    '- 

I  Very  much  wonder  to  hear  from  Mr.  Andros  the.  '^ 
difficulties  you  make  in  delivering  the  tin  accord* 
ing  to  my  laft  order ;  and  that  you  thereby  occafkm   *; 
ib  much  prdudice  to  the  king's  fervice,  which  I  thought 
you  would  have  advanced  all  you  could^  when  I  writ  ,; 
to  you  to  dcfire  your  care  in  that  bufincfs.     But  that.  ' 
ypu  may  underftand  what  you  call  my  commiflioii  VOh  -^ 
you ;    I  will  let  you  know  that  I  had  no  power  toi  - 
give  any  orders  at  all  about  that  matter,  but  in  pur(li-i  ^ 
ance  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  treaftiry*s  com*"  - 
mands;    and  therefore    new    orders    being    anived[  - 
from  them  by  major  Andros,  they  are  to  be  obeyal  ' 
in  what  concerns  the  tin  buGnefs.     I  defire  you  ono^ 
again  to  comply  with  him  readily  in  the  delivery  of  the 
tin,  according  to  the  laft  letter  wrote  you  upon  thac 
fubjefl ;  and  do  abfolutely  difown  you  in  all  difficuldes 
you  (hall  make  upon  pretence  of  any  order  from  me : 
and  if  you  continue  to  delay  it  any  longer,  fhall  upoa[ 
the  firft  notice  of  it  write  effectually  to  the  Conftable  to 
do  his  majefty  juftice  in  it,  and  me  in  particular,  wha. 
neither  expefted  nor  deferved  this  deding  from  you.. 
Your  fervant. 

7i  Major  Andros. 

SIR,  H^[ue,  Decemb.  6.  N.  S.  1660; 

Since  the  writing  of  this  I  received  yours  of  the4tn, 
complaining  ffiU  of  Mr.  Gary's  refufal  to  deliver 
the  tin  •,  whereupon  I  have  written  him  the  inclofed  let- 
ter, which  is  as  much  as  I  can  fay  in  it :  if  he  con- 
tinues his  impertinence  ftill,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  at  his 
own  coft,  fince  your  proteft :  and  if  you  will  fend  me 
word  what  are  the  ways  of  proceeding  againfl:  him,  I 
(hall  write  either  to  the  Conftable,  or  to  the  governci: 

of 
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iftend,  or  Sir  Mark  Ognate  at  Bruges,  to  favour 
■  difpatch.     I  am,  fir,  your  fervant. 


thi   Prince   Regent  of 
Portugal. 


Hague,  Dec.  8. 
[  R,  N.  S.  1669. 

lough  nothing  could  hap- 
>en  more  acceptable  to 
ihan  the  occafion  which 
ortugai  ambaflador  lately 
mc,  not  only  of  promo- 
he  peace  fi>  much  defired 
m    Portugal    and    this 

(both  friends  and  con* 
ttes  of  the  king  my  ma- 
nic alfo  of  (hewing  feme 
aurk  of  my  great  devo- 
or  the   queen  my  mif- 

yct  I  confefs,  my  fa- 
Jon  was  much  encreafed 
KIT  roy-il  highnefs's  let- 
tei  I  found  how  accept- 
liat  fmall  fervice  was  to 
I  do  not  in  the  leatt 
d  to  deierve  the  thanks 
oyal  hii-^hnefs  is  pleafed 
:  me,  at  ieaft,  not  upon 
her  account,  than  that 
ring  by  all  means  to  feck 
md  greater  occafions  of 
fer-.  iccable  to  your  rcy- 
incfs,  and  to  the  affairs 
Cugal  ;  and  in  fo  doing  I 
ivc  fome  better  pretence 
IT  royal  highnefs's  fa- 
«rbcrewith  you  are  plea- 
honour  me. 

(h  your  roy  .il  highncfs  all 
I  and  am,  lir,  cr'^. 


Principi  Portugalliflc 


Haga  C^miiUy  Dec.  8.  N.  S. 

Seren.  Princeps^  z669» 

(^  Uanquam  nihil  mihi  gratius 
^'s^Jla  occajiom  auiden  po- 
tuijfet^  quam  mihi  nijpirprahuit 
domlnus  legatus  Portugallije^ 
non  modi  ex9ptatam  ntrin^ 
cmcordiam  &  fimm  titium  inur 
PortugalUa  (^  Fcedirati  Beigii 
Sutus  (uir^fyue  ngi  damifis 
nuo  smicfis  adeo  &*  cwfafdiratos) 
prom9vendiyfcd^  eoaem  nomne 
immenji  erga  reginam  dominam 
rmam  objequii  faltem  exiguum 
aliquod  Jpicimen  cxhihendi;  au- 
6iam  tamen  \^  cumulatam  plane 
ex  Uteris  A,  V.  Rm  Meofationem 
meam  f^ijft  confiteor^  cum  illi 
tarn  accept um  extitijfe  ijludqua  • 
lecunque  officiumfianma  ctmi  vs- 
luptate  percepijfcm.  Ego  me  au^ 
tern  nee  gratia Sy  quas  mihi  digna- 
ta  ejl  A.  V,  R.  mauijfe prirfer9^ 
faltem  non  alio  nomine  qtiam 
fumnii  iflius  quo  tcneor  defiderii 
alteriares  aliquas  tf  majores  oc^ 
cafiones  confequendiy  quihus  de- 
votijfimum  prorfm  in  A,  l\  R, 
^  r£S  Pcrtugalliajludium  me- 
U7n  teftari  potero^  benevolentiam' 
que  ijlarn  cujus  tejlimGnio  me  tarn 
eximic  ornatum  voluit^  omni  me- 
liort  modo  demereri. 

Valcat  interim  A,V.  R.  me- 
que  fcmper  inter  pracipuss  gU- 
ride  fua  cultores^  rei  ufque  fuis  ad^ 
di£fiJlmoSy  ajVimare  viUt.      To 


8d  Letien  of  Sir  William  Tempt^^ 

To  Sir  John   Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  Dec.  lo.  N.  S.  i66g^'^ 

I  Received  yeftcrday  yours  of  the  23d  paft,  togethcf': 
with  his  majefty's  inftrudtions  of  the  2 2d;  and- 
could  have  wiflicd  Mr.  Werdcn  had  brought  them  with  '^ 
him  for  a  referve,  though  not  to  have  been  commuid*^  • 
cated  till  the  laft  minute  of  his  ftay,  and  the  ddlpair  ^ 
of  all  other  trials,  for  by  that  means  we  might  haiH^'' 
kept  the  bufinefs  entire;  whereas  now,  though  it  mat* 
recover  fomc  life,  yet  I  much  doubt  whether  it  cvjtf* 
can,  the  ftrength  and  health  of  its  firft  conftitutionf 
for  belides  fo  great  and  fo  many  jealoufies  as  are  entep^  * 
cd  into  it  on  all  fides,  I  count  monficur  Marechal's  gjo^-^ 
ing  away  a  very  ill  accident  -,  and  can  yet  make  no  g 
how  monfieur  Appleboome  will  acquit  himfclfwr 
ever  we  Ihall  come  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfid  ^ 
though  monfieur  Marechal  was  fo  forward  as  to  makp'l^ 
fure :  but  Mr.  Werden  can  tell  you  how  different  forts  at 
men  they  are ;  and  for  ought  I  fee,  all  bufinefles  dif^  < 
pend  upon  the  qualities  of  the  men  that  manage  then^ 
which  (confidering  the  ill  fucccfs  of  tliis)  is  all  I. 
fliall  fay  in  anfwer  of  your  compliment  to  me ;  that  ^ 
is  in  very  good  hands.  , 

I  gave  you  an  account  in  my  laft,  of  the  bold  ad« 
vance  the  Dutch  had  made  to  the  conftable,  of  fign- 
ing  their  part  of  their  concert  alone  immediately  up*» 
on  the  payment  of  the  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns; 
We  expeft  every  day  the  anfwer  to  this  propofitioni 
and  finding  one  claule  of  my  inftrudtions  to  command 
the  fupprefling  therii,  in  cafe  I  find,  either  before  6t 
after  tneir  arrival,  that  the  money  would  be  paid  aor 
cording  to  the  treaty  of  May  laft,  I  thought  it  agree* 
able  to  what  I  conceive  of  his  majefty*s  intentions,  for 
me  to  take  no  notice  of  them  till  I  fee  what  this  return 
from  the  conftable  will  produce ;  and  in  cafe  it  be  fol- 
lowed 
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ad  by  the  payment  of  die  money,  to  cxpcA  his  ma- 
^'s  farther  orders  before  I  proceed  upon  them.     If 
Conftablc  Itill  infift  to  have  the  concert  jointly  Hgn- 
I  Ihall  then  iail  into  the  confideratlon  of  it  with 
Swedes  and  Dutch  minifters,   and  endeavour  to 
ig  ii  to  an  iflTuc,  according  to  his  nriajcfty's  inJlruiti- 
,  but  ib  as  not  to  prollicute  our  otfl-r  till  wo  have 
ranee  tliat  no  more  difficulties  will   be  made  by 
in  ;■  nor  any  changes  dcfired  in  that  concc:rt  which 
lb  Jong  been   framed,  and  in  which  I  have  not 
;rved  the  Icall  inclination  in  any  of  thr  miiiiiurs 
:  to  admit  of  any  akeraticns.     I   liippolc  it  is  noC 
majefty's  intention  I  Ihould  confent  to  tlie  concert, 
in  conjunftion  with  the  Swede  as  well  as  the  Dutch, 
:aie  the  Brft  ihould  not  be  induced  to  it,  or  niife  new 
iculcies  :  and  according  to  this  apprehrnfion  I  fhall 
Gced.    In  all  which  points  I  am  moix:  dillinft,   thdC 
I  may  find  whether  I  underlland  his  majcily's  mean- 
right,  and  may  pleafe  accordingly  to  inform  and  di- 
trae:  for  the  pacesy  as  tlt<.*y  arc  much  more  diHlcult, 
iicy  ought  to  be  much  more  cautious  in  a  mir.iiler 
en  his  inftruftions  arc  numerous  and  p.irricular,  as 
ic  are  grown  in  this  atVair.     And  yuu  may  be  v:ry 
ifident  when  they  are  once  given  they  ihail  be  punc- 
ily  obfervcd  to  the  bcf?:  that  I  can  uiulerlland  them. 
id  in  that  itfclf,  I  thank  God,  I  ha\  e  not  yet  failed ; 
1  dffirc  nothing  of  my  mailer  and  my  friends  n.oio 
in  that  I  may  Ix;  the  firil  to  hear  of  it  when  I  d  \ 
[  did  enclofe  tli-j  l.ill  nu-niorial  I  lent  the  St;:r.';  i-non 
bufinefs  of  Surinam  •,  and  fpokc  \\idi  n'ton.ljLir  \  :a\ 
uninghen  finee  my  Lill:  up'.;n 't.     M*.-  t^:-^L'.  :'..;,  tluit 
bis  part  he  is  of  opinioii  '.and  lb  arc  moil  o\  his  p:.;- 
ice)  to  give  us  Jutl  wliat  wu  al'k  \\\   'uit  :r..i:r  r  •,  I;-.*: 
Lt  wc  mull  excuie  the  del:*; ^  or'  tr.'/ir  ci)j.Ii:ii;i'i(\i, 
len  the  diircnt  of  one  pro/iiHc!  nv-Iv.  s  the  ixjiolvu'oiij 
all  the  othiT  laivic,      rie  eoiMiru  d,  ilur  r:vv)i:'^:i  1::. ;:- 
id  had  confented  tu  v/hat  I  ''Hniloi^d  i.i  ;v*o  oi   :-iv 
Vol.  II.  G  \\ic 
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fate  letters,  yet  they  had  ordered  their  deputies  to  delay 
the  conclufion  of  it  for  a  while  ;  fo  as  they  had  been 
forced  to  write  once  more  to  convince  them  of  the  nc- 
ceffity  which  Holland  thought  there  was  to  difpatch  it  ? 
fpeedily  as  well  as  efFeftually :  and  he  hoped  for  a  fud- 
den  and  good  anfwer  from  them. 

The  minifters  here  have  6een  earneft  with  me  to 
propofe  to  his  majefty,  to  go  the  fame  or  equal  pace  J 
with  them  in  laying  impofitions  upon  the  French  com-  ,' 
modities ;  which  they  think  would  prove  the  greatcft  /. 
parfimony  that  either  of  us  could  ufe,  and  be  a  greater  ' 
blow  to  France  than  armies  could  give.  And  they  iay^  . 
in  cafe  his  majefty  Ihould  refolve  upon  it,  they  wcuM  .• 
go  as  far  as  he  pleafed  in  it ;  whereas  without  that* 
they  muft  be  fomething  tenderer  than  they  would  be,   .  'I 

They  would  fain  engage  me  likewife  to  pix^fe  tti  '^ 
his  majefty  their  joining  with  us  in  equal  proportiqa  J^ 
of  Ihips  and  men  for  the  carrying  on  a  war  againft  Afc  * 
giers :  but  I  fuppofe  their  end  is,  that  they  may  be  cooH  / 
prehended  likewife  in  a  peace  with  them,  which  mm  : 
perhaps  be  our  fartheft  aim :  and  fo  I  tell  them  thi>  ^ 
might  have  been  a  welcome  propofal  when  we  bqgat' 
to  fet  out  our  fleet ;  but  can  fignify  little  now  the  aCn  ' 
tion  ieems  near  an  end:  however,  that  fuch  thingr  ^ 
are  fitter  to  be  propofed  bv  their  own  ambaflfador  ui ," 
England  than  by  me :  and  I  mention  them  that  yaH  * 
may  be  prepared,  in  cafe  he  receive  inftruftions  to  pR>* 
pofe  them  there.     I  am  always  as  becomes  me,  Gfr •      "^ 

To  Sir  John  Trevor.  ; 

SIR,  Hague,  Dec.  13,  N.  S.  166^ 

T  Hough  I  had  liberty  given  me  by  your  laft  of  ' 
the  2d  paft,  to  make  ufe  of  my  late  inftru&iooa 
as  foon  as  I  pleafed,  the  Conftable*spofitive  anfwer  ha-  "^ 
ving  fatisfied  you  what  we  were  to  exped  from  thence  % 
yet  the  advance  having  fince  been  maoe  from  the  Dutcht 

by 
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!  ofier  I  acquainted  you  with  to  the  Conftable,  I 
!d  ftill  to  purilie  what  I  intended  in  my  laft,  in 
rfling  wholly  this  inflruftion  till  I  faw  the  Con- 
s  anlwer  to  the  States  letter,  and  what  hopes  that 

fumiih  us  with  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  the 
t  money  without  engaging  his  majefty  in  the  con- 
:fbre  his  meafures  were  taken  more  fully  with 
But  yefterday  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  came 
[  me,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  fix)m  their  a- 
'onicca,  which  afiiires  him  that  orders  were  alrea^^ 
It  me  to  fign  the  concert ;  and  that  his  majefty 
im  lb  at  the  fame  time  when  he  received  news  of 
Juan  de  Toledo's  death.  I  told  him,  the  author 
as  too  good  to  be  difputed ;  and  therefore  I  con-^ 
I  had  received  orders  to  make  a  farther  advance 
tiatisfa&ion  of  Spain  and  the  confederates,  than 
gefty  had  yet  thought  fit  to  do,  or  cftecmed  him- 

all  obliged  to :  but  I  defired  them  to  believe 
was  nothing  to  give  them  any  the  leaft  hopes 
\  majefty's  charging  himfelf  with  any  part  of 
rediih  fubfidies.  That  if  they,  and  Sweden  and 
od,  could  agree  upon  that  point,  fo  as  to  difpofe 
n  to  fign  the  firft  concert  that  was  propofed  at 
tne  time  with  the  guaranty,  his  majefty  would 
J  far  towards  the  concluf ion  of  the  whole  matter. 

aflured  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  though  I 
igreed  with  Sweden  and  Holland  to  make  him 
cr  of  the  concert,  yet  we  would  not  do  any  thing 
Is  it  till  he  had  powers  to  confign  the  money  immc- 
,  without  any  new  difpatches  and  difficulties  from 
s. 

and  the  Spanifti  ambaflador  had  immediately  up- 
eipt  of  his  letters  from  England  fent  an  extrai^ 
31  to  monlicur  de  Witt,  as  the  baron  d'Ifola  had 
x»  monfieur  Applcbome,  who  were  botli  in  pain 
ey  knew  the  truth  from  me,  and  fent  to  mc  to 
urpofe  ;  and  knowing  die  ambaflador  would  be 
G  2  as 
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as  diligent  to  inform  the  Conftablc  as  them,  and  cor 
queatly  influence  any  anl'wcr  not  ^rtady  given  to 
i-Xutch  leiter;  I  relblved  togo  and  talk  with  them  b 
upon  the  bufinefs,  and  concert  with  them  what  coi 
to  hold  in  the  progrcfs  of  it.  I  could  not  get  a  tim< 
fpeaking  with  monficur  dc  Witt  to  day,  but  did  -¥ 
Atonfieur  Ap|>lebomej  and  much  to  the  fame  purj 
as  I  had  ycfterday  to  the  Spanifli  ^imbafladpr,  but  pfc 
er,  and  in  more  confidence.  AH  that  I  could  get  ft 
him  was,  that  lie  would  read  over  that  firft  concer 
<iay,  and  confidcr  whether  he  could  fign  it :  ths 
was  true,  mbnfieur  Marechal  had  offered  to  fign  foi 
thing  like  it,  but  containing  in  the  lame  aft  the  feo 
ty  erf  tlieir  futiire  ftibfidies,  which  they  were  to  infift 
on  before  they  fign  it.  I  told  him  all  the  differc 
would  be,  that  Whereas  they  qontented  themfelves 
fore  with  Spain's  promife  of  one  half,  to  take  it  i 
for  three  parts,  it  the  J^paniards  would  be  perfuadcc 
it  i  and  they  had  the  fame  fecurity  for  one  as  for 
other  (which  I  knew  they  reckoned  upon)  of  not  ] 
nilhing  more  troops  than  in  proportion  to  the  nic 
they  received.  He  feemed  a  good  deal  unfktisfied  i 
the  Spanilh  ambafladbr  had  received  the  advice  fi 
England  before  the  anfwer  was  returned  from 
Conftable :  for  fmce  we  will  make  no  part  of  the  fi 
rity  for  their  future  ftibfidies,  I  find  tney  would  ^ 
fain  touch  ilic  two  hundred  thouland  crowns  bc! 
they  give  the  concert,  which  they  might  then  fell  dc 
to  Spain,  or  at  leaft  make  it  the  price  of  their  fatisfa£ 
growing  due  by  the  two  next  payments  of  tlie  i 
hundred  eighty  tlioufand  crowns  already  due.  All-c 
ed  between  us  with  this  promife,  of  acquainting 
with  his  rcfolution,  fo  foon  as  he  had  confidcrcd 
and  the  propofal  of  a  conference  upon  it  with  m 
fieur  de  Witt:  I  find  now  the  want  I  always  feare< 
monfieur  Marechal,   who  is  not  to  be   retrieved  ] 
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?c  muft  make  our  bed  of  what  we  have,  and  do 
:  can  to  put  him  out  of  his  paa. 
t  baron  d*Ifola  came  to  mi  thi^  afterhoon  \  ihd 
iGnels  I  found  was  to  perluide  rile  to  fiigh  moh- 
\farechal's  projcfts,  and  thettby  charge  his  ma- 
irith  the  fifteen  thoufand  crowns  t6  Sweden,  but 
a  promife  from  the  Conftabte,  of  Spain  fupply- 
s  majefty  with  the  fums  we  (hould  fumifh  upon 
ngagement.  But  I  cut  him  o^  (hort  ih  that  and 
KX expedients^  and  told  him,  if  h&s  mai^fty  wcr6 
xl  to  fign  the  concert,  as  it  was  Wore  than  they  ha(| 
afim  to  expedl  from  him,  fo  it  was  all  they  were 
3e  in  this  matter ;  and  thereford  I  defired  him  \6 
i  upon  it,  and  take  thtir  mealUres  accordingly. 
lofe  by  what  he  faid,  his  intention^  are  to  gd 
fijT  Brufiels  withLn  a  day  or  two,  and  bring  us  a 
r  rcfolution  of  what  we  are  to  expeft  from  thence 
the  immediate  payment,  and  their  promUe  to 
n  of  three  parts  of  the  future  fubfidies :  but  lie 
irft  endeavour  to  know  monfieur  Applebome*s 
who  will  at  Icaft  be  ftifF  iri  this,  that  the  pro- 
e  made  by  Spain  to  the  cdntcderates,  and  not  di- 
to  Sweden. 

3e  my  laft  the  Lunenburg  envoy  came  to  defire 
liat  I  would  let  his  majefty  know  how  much  his 
i  cftcemed  themfelves  honoured  by  tlie  overtures 

Cfty  made  them  of  entering  Into  an  alliance,  of 
\  was  the  head  :  that  thereupon  they  had  or- 
liin  to  attend  here  ever  fincc,  in  hopes  of  fomc 
propofals  towards  the  engaging  them  in  it;  but 
i$  matters  hearing  no  farther  from  hence,  and 
;  that  by  the  ill  polhire  of  our  triple  alliance y 
ninces  of  Germany  were  fceking  other  mcafures, 
id  commanded  him  to  return  (which  he  fliould 
nit  three  weeks  hence'!  but  firft  to  endeavour  by 
hd  to  give  his  majefty  the  b.ft  teftimonies  of 
|flEe£tions  to  his  fervice,  and  good  intentions  to- 
thc  ends  he  had  fo  glorioufly  engaged  in.  I  pre- 
G  3  mifed 
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mifed  him  to  perform  the  mefTage,  and  employed 
reft  of  my  difcourfe  in  convincing  him,  how  m 
more  the  princes  of  Germany  were  concerned  in 
defence  of  Flanders,  than  his  majefty ;  and  that  h< 
ever,  if  his  mafters  had  any  expeftations  befides  tl 
own  interefts  towards  engaging  them,  they  ought  tc 
from  Holland,  and  not  from  us  ;  fince  the  moft 
portant  ufe  of  their  troops  would  be  to  awe  the  bif 
of  Munfter,  who  might  otherwife  be  able  by  the  Fre 
aflTiftances  to  divert  all  or  the  greateft  part  of  the  Di 
forces  that  way,  and  thereby  leave  Flanders  opei 
the  French.  He  confeffed  both  thefe  points ;  ai 
promifed  to  do  him  any  good  offices  I  could  towj 
the  Dutch  minifters. 

The  deputies  of  the  States  came  this  day  to  me. 
aflure  me  of  their  defires  and  refolutions  to  fatisiy 
majefty  in  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam,  but  that  they  ct 
not  yet  come  to  a  final  conclufion,  and  therefore 
fired  me  to  have  patience  for  a  little  longer  time,  a 
which  I  might  aflure  myfelf  of  a  good  end  in  it.     T 

Eretended  itionfieur  de  Witt's  and  their  chief  mini! 
eing  fo  much  taken  up  at  this  time  •,  but  upon 
courfe  confefled,  the  Zealanders  aim  to  have  their  i 
ihips  arrive  from  Surinam.  Upon  which  I  fell  : 
Ibme  heat  with  them;  and  told  them,  I  would  n< 
fend  fuch  a  meflTage  to  his  majefty,  fuch  delays  b 
fitter  for  law-fuits  than  public  negotiations  •,  at  laft  c 
eluded,  that  becaufe  I  would  a  little  confider  their 
nifters  being  fo  much  taken  up  at  this  pinch,  al 
levies  and  other  aflTairs  agitating  in  the  States  of  F 
land,  I  was  content  to  ftay  fix  days  longer  for  thcii 
folution  in  this  matter,  upon  condition  I  fliould  I 
it  in  that  time  to  his  majefty's  fatisfaftion.  To  m 
ftiort  of  a  long  conference ;  this  they  agreed  to  at  ] 
and  I  will  hope  may  keep  their  words,  fince  there 
one  of  the  Zealand  deputies  among  them. 

The  taflc  you  give  me  in  the  end  of  your  letter 
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as  you  fay,  a  hard  one ;  for  whatfoever  is  planted  of 
I  that  kind,  will  not  grow  long  or  well,  but  out  of  a 
I  good  root  at  home;  however,  I  fhall  venture  at  it 
;  oat  ail  I  can  \  and  dare  undertake  it  fhall  not  thrive 
!    vorie  in  this,  than  in  other  neighbour  foils.  I  am,  &r. 


To  my  lord  Arlington. 


[      My  Lord,  Hague,  Dec.  24.  N.  S.  1669. 

!  fTl  Hough    monCeur  Overkirk   wants   nothing  to 
\    J[     niake  him  welcome  every  where,  but  efpecially 
«  the  Hague,  yet  I  confefs  he  was  the  more  fo  to  me, 
hf  a  letter  he  brought  me  from  your  lordfhip ;  where- 
by I  found  myfelf  to  be  not  altogether  forgotten  where 
Iddire  mod  to  be  remembered,  and  would  defcrve  it 
if  I  could.     I  am  very  fenfible  thai  the  right  you  fay 
k  has  dcxie  me  there,  may  rather  pVove  an  ill  office 
thD  a  good  -,    but  however  I  am  not  the  lefs  obliged 
by  hb  good  meaning,  nor  the  more  touched  by  their 
3,  who  are  not  content  I  fhould  gain  a  little  efteem, 
ikitt  I  am  content  to  gain  nothing  elfe  -,  and  where  I 
fcmld  not  care  for  that  neither,  but  that  I  believe  it  to 
k  the  befl  way  any  minifler  can  take  towards  the  ad- 
HoDge  of  his  mailer's  fervice.     Whilfl  your  lordfhip 
neither  fhare  nor  belief  in  the  ill  offices  are  done 
I  (hall  very  eafily  negleft  what  comes  from  other 
s,  and  content  myfelt  with  not  dcfcrving  them, 
with  the  aflTurance,  that  time  will  do  me  right ;  and 
your  lordfhip  will  not  lofe  your  confidence  of  me 
jou  have  told  me  of  fome  one  aftion  in  my  whole  life, 
u  thought  did  not  become  a  man  you  were  inclin- 
10  diink  well  of.     And  fo  I  will  leave  that  fubje(5t. 
I  agree  with  your  lordfhip  in  being  forry  that  Mr. 
"  n  did  not  flay  to  fee  the  effeft  of  his  majefly's 
rcfolution  in  the  great  bufinel's  here  :  and  though 
ill  or  no  entertainments  of  this  place  might  excufe 
haftc  of  returning  ;  yet  I  believe  he  would  have  beei) 
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content  ^  litde  to  delay  it,  if  he  \^  €xpc6i:ed  any  thii 

B- w  irom  England  :  and  for  jaiy  pari;,  I  >ii(h  nothij 

move  tnan  fome  tnie  witnefs  of  my  carriage  wbere-e¥ 

I  an.  employed ;  which  I  doubt  not  hp  would  Ua- 

proYi:d,  without  encreafing  any  more  tlian  kflenii 

my  faults.     I  fliall  do  neither  by  thofe  of  the  Spaniarc 

which  your  lordlhip  has  fo  mwch  reafon  to  cenfure  ai 

reproach  :  nor  fliould  I  be  lefs   amazed  at  them,  h 

tliat  I  look  upon  them  as  tlie  ufual  diftraftions  of  we 

aad  difeafed  bodies.     Jt  is  certain,  they  have  deferv 

fo  Jitde  of  us,  that  we  have  no  reafon  at  all  to  co 

cern  ourfelves    in  dieir  interefts  or  dangers,  unk& 

find  they  will  have   very  ftrong  and  neceffiiry  con 

quenccs  upon  our  own  ;   and  in  that  cale  our  growi 

angry  with  them  will  only  ferve  to  hurt  ourfelves  i  a 

we  had  betcer  help  them  to  rnend  their  faults,  A 

force  them  by  defpair  or  hardfhips  to  increafe  the 

Moft  of  the  minifters  here,  not  knowing  what  to  ms 

of  their  late  conduft  in  the  difficulties  upon  the  Swed 

money,  nor  feeing  well  which  way  to  turn  tbemlciv 

in  cafe  Spain  fhouid  take  its  mcafurcs  with  France 

an  exchange  of  Flanders,    begin  to  confcfs  they  h; 

dealt  too  roughly  with  them,  in  impofing  not  only 

laws  of  a  hard  peace  upon  them,  but  the  Swedilh  fi 

fidies  at  the  fame  dme,    and  ever  fince  refufing  th 

their  guaranty  till  thofe  were  paid  \  and  feem  to  ^ 

they  had  either  accepted  the  firft  propol'al  I  was  i 

hither  to  make  tliem  \j\iO\\  diat  occafion,  or  elfc  end 

youred  a  defenfive  league  with  them  after  the  cone 

fion  of  the  peace  at  Aix  j  I  mean,  if  it  might  b 

bccii  done  in  coiyunfiion  widi  us  :  for  I  think,  w| 

we  are  content  to  hold  firm  with  th^^m,  it   were 

great  matter  to  undertake  tliey  Jhall  never  take  any  in 

liii-cs  without  us,  either  tliereor  any  wlicre  elfc  •,  thoi 

I  know  there  are  reports  in  France  thiit  would  pi; 

iis  btlieve  it,  if  we  are  apt  to  thofe  imprcfilons. 

For  tl^ir  dttaining  us  fo  long  upon  the  point  of  I 

rina 
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riiiain,  k  mul^  be  actribuced  to  the  conftitution  of  this 
StWEe»  where  the  obilinacy  pf  wy  one  province  can  keep 
off.  A  icfolution  qS  the  States  General  as  long  as  they 
p^pale,  and  that  happens  often  where  (as  in  this  cale) 
thi;  matter  touches  one  province  by  a  particular  interefl:, 
aqd  chp  reltonly  by  a  general  one ;  for,  I  am  fure,  the 
province  of  Holland  and  the  otiier  Bve  were  many 
i40Bth^  ago  relblved,  not  only  to  give  us  in  fubftance 
the  Cudsfiiiajon  we  demanded,  but  in  our  own  forms 
(PQ;  till  they  found  that  Zcalind  would  neither  be  per- 
fgaded  mgeurmandi  into  the  fame  refolution;  which 
hgcji  made  it  hang  fo  long,  and  go  over  at  lall  ilefedive 
as.  CD  what  we.  expected  about  one  of  our  own  fhips, 
diough,  as  they  contend,  full  as  to  wl^t  we  can  in  any 
way  ground  upon  our  articles.     For  their  great  arm- 
ing,  which  it  feems  makes  more  nolle  with  you  and 
in  France  than  it  does  here  ;  I  fliall  not  need  give  your 
lordfliip  the  particular  of  it,  becaufe  that  is  done  with 
die-other  current  news  by  my  fecretary  Mr.  BJaithwait 
every  week  to  Mr.  Willianilbn  ;  and  Ihall  only  mark 
what  may  perhaps  have  cfcaped  your  lordll\ip,  that 
diere  are  yet  no  adual  levies  here  agreed  upon,  but 
only  officers  chofen,  agreements  made  with  them,  and 
fecurity  taken  for  their  bringing  in  their  men  at  a  cer- 
tain warning  when  they  fliall  be  called  upon  by  tlv: 
States:  fo  as  the  execution  of  what  is  hitherto  but  pre- 
Mred  will   depend  upon  the  clearer  dilcovery  of  the 
r  cench  or  the  Munftcr  intentions  to  open  a  war  :  both 
which  are  cxi^ected  here,  and  equally  feared-,  the  dif- 
leience  not  being  great  between  the  danger  of  Flander:> 
and  their  own  :  fo  that  1  can  only  anfwej-  your  lord- 
ibip's  queftion  about  the  States  meaning;  in  this  ix)int , 
that  it  is,    i^'^on  ue  Us  trouvc  pas  funs  vert  le  printems 
qui  viens  \    and  that  if  it  niiiil  prove  a  year  of  aclion, 
they  will  not  be   found  without  arms  in  their  hands, 
for  the  better  making  either  of  peace  or  war.     It  is  a 
bard  attempt  v,'hat  your  lordlhip  mentions,  to  defend 

tiuur 
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their  neighbours  in  fpight  of  their  teeth ;  yet  I  believti 
in  cafe  Spain  (hould  come  to  an  exchange  with  Franoi, 
and  any  of  the  towns  of  Flanders  fhould  refufe  to  obqr 
it,  either  not  to  be  fold  like  flaves  (as  they  call  it) 
by  the  Spaniards,  or  not  to  be  ufed  like  flaves  by  the 
French;  you  would  fee  this  State  proteft  them  with  all 
their  forces  -,  and  blow  up  any  fuch  ends  of  a  war  ia 
Flanders,  rather  than  venture  it  at  home ;  and  per- 
haps endeavour  to  unite  any  fuch  new  member  into  the 
body  of  their  State,  by  giving  them  an  eighth  voice 
in  their  generality,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  fuch  a  place  as 
Antwerp,  or  Ghent,  or  Bruges,  where  they  might  ea- 
fily  come  with  their  arms  to  defend  it :  and  they  have 
notice  of  fome  fuch  difcourles  already  a-foot  in  thcfe 
parts,  which  they  negleft  not  to  foment,  as  a  provifion 
againft  fuch  a  blow  from  Spain.     In  cafe  all  they  can 
do  fhould  not  be  of  force  to  prevent  the  falling  of  Flan^ 
ders  into  the  French  hands,    I  believe  their  lafl:  re«  * 
Iburce  may  be  to  endeavour  being  received  as  a  circle 
into  the  Empire :    but  in  all  thefe  tranfaAions  their 
chiefefl  care  will  be  to  flrengthen  their  union  all  they 
can  with  us,  and  to  embark  us  in  what  they  now  ef- 
teem  the  common  caufe,  of  flopping  the  growth  of 
the  French  greatnefs.  For  though  thty  fay,  and  with 
truth,  that  we  engaged  them  firfl  in  the  purfuit  of  thefe' 
meafures,  and  the  whole  courfe  of  their  prefent  coun« 
fels  •,  yet  they  would  be  much  at  eafe  to  fee  us  now  as 
warm  and  as  deep  in  them  as  they  are  themfelves,  and 
would  fain  give  us  the  honour  of  leading  in  them  all. 
The  difcourfe  your  lordfhip  will  pofTibly  hear  about 
changes  or  decays  in  the  credit  of  the  miniftry  here,  I 
believe  have  no  farther  fource  than  an  endeavour  in  the 
city  of  Amflerdam  to  make  themfelves  more  confidcr- 
cd  than  as  a  fimple  town  in  the  provinces  ;    fince  tliey 

{)ay  half  of  all  that  is  laid  upon  the  province  of  Rol- 
and, as  Holland  does  of  all  that  is  levied  on  the  fe- 
vcn  provinces ;  which  makes  them  believe  they  ought 
at  Icafl  in  fome  degree  to  be  confidered  in  the  province 
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as  Holland  is  in  the  State ;  which  made  them  em- 
ploy all  their  ftrength  to  oppofe  the  fa\5tion  of  Leyden, 
Doit,  Rotterdam,  &c.  who  under  monfieur  de  Witt's 
influence  have  of  late  years  carried  all  before  them  in 
the  ufual  eleftions  ;  and  join  with  the  body  of  the  no- 
bility here,   to  chufe  monfieur  Mattenefle  in  exclufion 
of  monfieur  Meerman  ;  where  the  conteft  was  about  an 
office  of  the  greateft  profit  in  thefe  countries,  and  of 
great  honour,  though  not  influence  upon  the  public  af- 
lairs.     They  have  likewife  fucceeded  well  in  the  late 
deftion  of  officers  for  the  new  levies,  and  feem  difpofed 
to  run  on  ftill  in  a  firing.     And  amongfl:  them  diere 
have  of  late  been  overtures  about  making  a  new  mi- 
nifter,  under  the  name  of  Secretary  of  ftate  5   whole 
province  fhould  be  chiefly  to  receive  the  addrefles  of  fo- 
reign minifters,    and  take  the  care  of  all  foreign  dis- 
patches ;  and  fo  eafe  monfieur  de  Witt  of  that  atten- 
tion he  is  fain  to  give  thofc  as  well  as  the  home-affairs. 
And  this  I  fuppofe  was  calculated  for  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghcn,  who  has  filently  had  a  great  hand  in  all 
the  counfels  and  motions  of  this  town  of  Amfterdam ; 
ar.d,  I  believe,    v.ill  in  efFeft  come  to  have  the  chief 
parr,   or  at   leaft  burthen,  in  foreign  tranfaftions,  whe- 
ther with  any  new  name  or  no. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  in  thefe  late  brigues  has  very  pru- 
dently avoided  any  appearance  of  being  a  party  in  them ; 
and  contented  himfelf  with  going  his  ufual  pace,  but 
ftickJing  no  farther  in  any  of  them  -,  fecming  rather  to 
intend  and  endeavour  the  compofurc  of  all,  than  the 
valuing  himfelf  upon  a  divifion:  which  I  believe,  with 
his  being  fo  very  neceflliry  to  the  State,  will  ever  prc- 
fenre  him  in  his  confideration  here,  without  foraevioUnt 
rrjoluticK^  to  which  nothing  feems  at  all  difpofed. 

Among  the  late  divifions  of  this  province,  one  great 
point  has  been  about  the  intended  prohibition  of  French 
commodities  -,  which  has  been  violently  carried  on  by 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  and  his  townofAmfterdam, 
but  oppofcd  and  temj^ered  by  tiie  towns  of  the  other 

faction. 
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ft^JHon,  upon  the  refpeft  of  their  particular  interelb  in 
tJie  French  trade,  and  the  pretext  of  danger  or  ill  con- 
lequences  in  fuch  a  counicl,  unlcfs  it  be  taken  in  con* 
cert  with  England  :  fo  tliat  whether  it  will  go  farther 
than  the  defenfe  of  the  common  French  commodit]c& 
that  are  in  wear,  I  know  not ;  though  monfieur  Van 
Bcuninghen  reckoned  (not  long  fince)  abfolutely,  that 
it  wQuid  be  carried  to  French  i'alt  and  brandy  ;  and  if 
we  would  go  the  fame  pace,  it  fhould  reach  to  their 
wine  too :  which,  he  believed,  would  foon  bring  Franoe 
into  fuch  a  confumption  as  would  keep  them  trom  be* 
ing  fo  troublefome  abroad.     But  I  entered  no  farther 
with  him  into  any  difcourfe  of  that  kind,  becaufe  I 
doubt  whether  we  are  of  a  temper  or  a  humour  to  rc- 
fblve  or  execute  any  bold  or  fmart  propofitions,  how 
well  foever  conceived,  or  conducing  to  our  health  and 
good  fortunes :  though  I  queftion  not  at  all  but  Gocl 
Almighty  has  given  us  the  power  of  going  as  high  as 
the  greateft  of  our  neighbours,   but  perhaps,   as  your 
lordlhip  fays,  unknown  to  ourfelves,  and  in  another 
way  than  Ibme  of  us  would  be  glad  to  have  had  it. 
Butwhere-ever  it  lies,  I  doubt  it  will  never  come  out, 
till  his  majefty  can  find  the  means  to  make  an  end  of  all 
fencing  with  the  bents  of  his  parliament,  or  difcon- 
tents  of  his  people;  and  bring  his  government  into  the 
credit  of  having  no  other  aims  nor  intcrefts  but  thole 
of  his  fubje6ts  in  general,  not  in  particular ;  nor  con- 
fcquently  any  eye  upon  their  money  but  lor  thofe  ufes 
they  are  willing  to  give  it.     This  I  confds  is  my  opi- 
nion upon  the  whole,  and  that  all  does  not  confift  in 
n  parliament's  being  prevailed  with  to  give  what  is  alk- 
cH  in   point  of  money,  as  I  lind  many  people  think. 
1]<)M(  vcr,  I  fhould  never  have  faid  it  to  any  but  your 
Iort:il:ip  ;  nor  to  you  neither,  but  induced  by  the  me- 
Inncholy  reflexions  I  obferved  in  your  letter  upon  this 
fubjtVL :  but,  whatever  mine  or  another's  opinion  is,  I 
;'?'jV  confident  every  man  that  thinks  at  all,  muft  think 
ic  v/o;c  rot  an  ifs  it  liis  majefty  and  his  minifters  would 
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r  all  confider  and  agree  upon  a  general  draught 
r  ways  and  counfels  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
judge  will  beft  ani'wer  the  great  ends  of  the 
nd  kingdom's  fofety,  honour,  and  quiet.  For 
jch  a  fcheme  is  once  agreed  upon,  all  the  parts 
^  be  purliaed  in  their  order,  and  with  conllanc 
tion  till  they  arc  brought  to  pais ;  at  leail  luch 
not  in  the  trial,  and  lb  arc  found  to  have  been 
reived.  But  it'  it  (hould  prove  (:is  I  find  fome 
inkj  that  we  live  only  by  the  day  ;  and  content 
es  to  patch  up  things  as  they  break  out,  and  fly 
;ame  as  it  riles ;  it  is  at  die  bell  but  like  birding 
'kins,  which  may  furnifli  a  difli  or  tv/o,  but 
vcr  keep  the  houfe. 

our  lordfhip  can  pardon  all  this  liboity  and 
:,  I  will  not  run  myklf  into  the  occafion  of  alk- 
igain  \  if  not,  you  mull  lay  the  whole  fault  up- 
ar  own  letter,  or  nithcr  upon  my  :iot  liaving 
from  you,  or  wiictcn  to  you  of  late ;  and  upon 
rpetual  ftronj^  inclir.iitions  ot  returning  into  my 
rrefpondencc.  juit  as  a  man  docs  into  an  old  love, 
lies  ftil!  at  h^arc,  however  diverted  or  difcontinu- 
lut  bccaufl-  I  i:x  i'o  much  frocvlom  in  the  account 
oluions  here,  anJ  or'  iriy  o.vn  tlvj'Jg'its,  I  lend  it 
'.  Riclurd's  con\Ly.iiicc  to  your  own  hands-, 
ch  I  Haall  cv.r  tl:inl;  a!!  lave  that  concerns  me, 
e  1  have  been  alw.iys,  and  am  with  lb  much  paf- 
ny  lord,  your  i:V. 

r  Covjlabk  of  d^Jillc,     Au  Connetablc  de  Caftile. 

Ka^iic,   Jan.  2  J.  La  Huye.  Ic  7.3  ^an. 

Lord,         y.  S.  f^7.\  Aj'i;l,:::\          S.  N,  167c. 

bt  not  but  the  ^";viP.;iii  '".V'T/V  ■-■.■  ,.■;;  fr pas  rjnr  monfuur 

m fl:iiK /r     h . •  =i     by     t ! lis  .  /     ;".':/;.■/ . ..  ■'<.:/  m  uE. piigr^c  nc 

cum'iiuni^-.it'j'J  to  yrjur  i-.:a':v/.7.>';..v   ^t  F.  E.  pjr  ce  con- 

ney  the   piojccloi'  i.he  ;;'.»-  \' p- :j:t  dii  ^oHJcvt  dc' fjy.cs 

:  \yy:  particular   forc.s,  parti^uilcrcs^  !. -vicl  a  etc  ancte 

d:av/n  uy 
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drawn  up  by  confent  of  the 
minifters  of  the  three  confe- 
derates :  and  I  can  aflure  your 
excellency,  that  to  bring  it 
into  form,  all  the  faid  mini- 
fters have  ftretched  their  pow- 
ers as  much  as  poflible,  fo  that 
there  will  be  no  room  to  prefs 
them  farther;  and  it  has  been 
with  difficult}'  enough  that  we 
have  refifted  the  inuances  of 
the  Swedifli  minifter  to  have 
his  guaranty,  rather  than  make 
this  pace  after  fo  many  other 
unprofitable  ones.  He  aflures 
us,  that  he  never  advanced 
any  propofition  of  bringing 
troops  from  Pomerania  or  Bre- 
men; becaufe  there  are  no 
more  in  thofe  parts  than  what 
ferve  for  garrifons ;  and  when 
he  is  preited  upon  this  point, 
he  anfwers  us,  that  to  main- 
tain fupernumerary  troops  in 
thofe  parts  they  muft  have  fub- 
fidies  even  in  time  of  peace ; 
and  upon  this  condition  Swe- 
den will  be  content. 

1  think  what  he  promifes  is 
fufficient ;  that  is,  to  bring  in- 
to the  field  the  16000  men  in 
three  months  after  the  attack ; 
for  there  is  no  appearance  of 
employing  fo  great  forces,  un- 
lefs  by  way  of  diverfion ;  fince 
the  troops  to  be  furnifbed  by 
his  majefty  and  the  States  Ge- 
neral, joined  to  thofe  of  the 
catholic  king,  will  be  as 
many  as  can  be  well  employed 
for  the  defence  of  Flanders ; 
for  it  is  not  defigned  they 
ihould 


icy  par  U  confentinunt  de 
Jires  del  trots  confederr* 
puis  bien  aJTurer  F.  E.  q 
le  reduire  a  la  forme  cii  il 
Its  minijires  ft  font  reL 
tenvi^  l^  aidant  qu*il  le\ 
poJJibU.  11  feroit  inutil 
prejfer  de  nouveauy  t5ff^ 
en  obtenir  davantage :  no. 
trouve  ajfez  de  difficulte 
porter  fur  le  minijire  de 
pour  avoir  fa  guarantie  a\ 
(Taller  plus  hin^  ^  de  j 
nouveaux  pas  inutilesj  a^ 
ceux  que  nous  avions  fa 
Mous  affeure  de  n  avoir 
rien  propose  qui  tendit 
venir  des  troupes  de  Po 
ni  de  Breme^  qui  font  d 
oil  il  fCy  ena  pas  mi  plu 
nombre  que  ce  qu^ilfaut 
garrifons ;  qui  ft  Von  le  p\ 
ce  point ^  ilnous  repondj  t 
entretenir  des  troupes  j\ 
mer aires  en  ces  lieux-la^ 
desfubfidies  en  terns  depaii 
y  qu^a  ces  conditions  la  l 
fera  fatisfaite. 

Il  me  femble  que  c'cj 

qu'il  promette  de  fair  i 

1 6000  hommes  trots  moii 

aprh  Fattaque ;  car  iln*y 

d'cjpparence    d'employer 

grandis  forces^  que  par 

diver/ion  :  les  troupes  qui 

itre  fournies  par  fa  ma^ 

les  Etats  Generaux  etam 

a  celles  du  roy  catholiqu 

nombre  fera  fuffijant  foi.  1 

ferfe  des  Pais-bas ;  car 

pasdeJTein  de  fe  ripandre 

pais^   IS  di  s'y  ilargir^ 
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I  be  maften  of  die  field. 
excellency  fees,  that  you 
eckon  if  you  plcafe  upon 
)  men  from  the  States  in 
lys  time;  and  though 
be  no  term  fpecified  bv 
,ng  my  mafter,  I  think 
xcellency  need  make  no 
Ity  upon  it,  fince  the 
9  asfnn  as  foJJibUy  fig- 
^c  ihorteft  time  one  can 
,  And  I  confefs,  that 
aving  obferved  any  re- 
in upon  the  time,  in  the 
I  of  the  queen  regent  of 
I  which  were  comm uni- 
te us  by  the  ambaflador 
trra,  I  gave  no  notice  of 
lis  majefty,  thinking  my- 
fficiently  guarded  by  my 
rsy  to  fign  the  fame  pro- 
vbich  had  been  fent  into 
ind  as  well  as  Spain. 


ope,  that  as  foon  as  your 
lency  will  have  ient 
rs  to  the  Spanifh  ambaf- 

to  deliver  the  money, 
will  be  no  difficulty  in 
ig  the  project  as  it  has 

communicated  to  him. 
[  do  not  think,  from  wliat 
judge  by  the  miniftcr  of 
en^.  that  the  affair  ib  like- 
fuffer  any  farther  delay* ; 
eof  I  thought  good  to  gi\  c 

excellency  this  intelli- 
gence, 
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paroitri  maitn  dt  la  campagne. 
V^  E,  V0it  quequaudil  luyplai^ 
ra^  quinzi  jours  di  terns  la  rtn- 
dront  maitrejfe  di  dix  milU 
kommes  de  trcupes  des  Etats  G*'- 
neraux  \  ^  a  Fegard  du  roy  mon 
maitre^  qucyque  It  terme  nefcit 
ni  txprime^  ni  precipmentfpecijie^ 
il  mefemhle  pourtant  que  l^.  E. 
m  pent  former  ties  dijficuliis  fur 
cela  \  car  ces  motSj  Au  pi u tot 
que  faire  fe  pourra,  emportent 
Hen  un  terme  /imitc\  quelqia 
court  quon  veuilleUfoufcntendrey 
perfsnne  n^ayant  jamais  e.\'ig€  une 
chofepliitit  qu  ellenefe  pcu:  faire. 
yavoiierayy  que  fcs  ordrcs  V 
pleins  pouvsirs  de  la  re'tne  rf- 
gente  d^Ejpagncy  qui  nous  ont 
lU  communiques  par  tay^haffa^ 
deur  Gamarra^  ne  faifant  au- 
cunc  mention  de  cette petite  dijfe- 
reace^je  nen  avois  pas  dmnc  avis 
a  fa  majcjlcy  ir.e  croyant  afsis 
T/iuni^  ^  nf^'sautorise  par  mes 
pl'iris-pouvjirs  pyitr  Ji^ncr  ie 
vu  fiit  prcj,  t  qui  avoit  t  tr  envo\f 
e;i  AnyUurre  auiji  lien  auen 
Ljpap^e. 

'fffpo-f  que  f!?i  que  r.L,  nura 
dipC'jt  l:i  p'ju:j::rs  i)  rarnhniTi- 
dkUr  d'Ei'iMi'^ne  de dAivre^-  Fur- 
gcnt^  it  ny  aura  plus  'k  (i'.ffiiUi' 
tt  u  la  fj'iatnrt  uu  p}':it\  ttl 
quilluy  a  tte  communique :  ct 
autaht  que  je  U  puis  juger^  fur 
tout  pur  ropport  uu  fjuni^ltc  de 
Su.'dcyje  ;;«•  cr:y  plm  qi.c  iv//V 
affaire  tr.u^e  de  rrtiif i!t:.rfit, 
C\jl  df y.v ty  fay  ir-.^Ut  d. •: ».' •  r 
it  jis  a  /'•  /:'.  C'e/l  a  cl'e  a  ni  f-  'rf 
fhH 
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gencc,  which  you  may  tnake   Jilin  fa  prudena^  bf  Us  im 
ofe  of  accdrding  to  your  pru-     d4finr0y^^a  nfejlitiurco 
dence,  and  the  inecrcfh  of  the    jijuis,  &c. 
king  your  miUlcr.     1  am^  my 
lord,  your  He, 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  Jan.  24.  N.  S.  i< 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  7th  with  an  en 
fed  10  monfieur  Van  Beumnghen,  which  1  have 
to  Artifterdam,  hiving  firft  pcrufed  it  ^  you  pleaft 
give  me  Je4ve.  I  (hall  fay  nothing  upon  it  t&i  I  1 
fpoken  wit^  him,  and  fcen  how  we  agree  in  matte 
iaft ;  bccaiife  the  weight  of  all  feems  to  lie  upon 
ufe  of  thofe  private  cohtrafts  to  tlie  cxclufion  of 
trade^  having  been  difowned,  if  not  invaHdated,  by 
treaty  between  the  two  nations  after  the  firft  war ; 
upon  the  praftice  having  been  exercifed  accordh 
for  feveral  years  after  and  till  within  few  years  of 
fecond  war :  which  two  points,  if  they  can  be  evi 
ced  by  the  treaty,  and  by  fufficient  teftimonies  of 
fubfequent  pra^5lice,  we  have  certainly  all  the  reafo 
the  world  for  our  demands.  But  if  we  muft  rely  i; 
the  common  equity  in  freedom  of  traffic  lx:t> 
friends,  we  are  engaged  in  the  queftion  upon  w 
we  cannot  yet  agree  ;  whether  the  fame  rufes  are 
rent  in  the  Indies  as  in  Eur(>pe :  to  which  I  fuppoU 
fliall  hardly  ourfclves  confent  if  the  Weft  muft  be  c 
prehendcd  as  well  as  the  Eaft.  But  I  ihail  be  ab! 
fay  more  upon  this  when  I  have  got  a  fight-of  the  \ 
ty  aher  the  firft  war,  and  heard  monfieur  Van  Beu 
ghen  upon  vour  letter:  and  in  the  mean  time  flial 
llire  you  ot  all  the  offices  I  can  poffibly  render  tow 
the  obtaining  of  what  we  pretend. 
.  I  can  add  nothing  to  my  lart  upon  die  bufine 
Surinam  •,  being  engaged  in  my  eiidcavour*.of  diipc 
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thole  of  Zealand  to  let  it  pais  finooth  when  it  comes  to 
die  States  General :  fuch  flops  being  eafier  prevented 
tfcan  removed,  while  men  are  fo  apt  to  perfift  in  what 
rhcT  have  once  faid.  In  the  mean  time  the  Penfioner 
of  Zealand  prefles  me  to  procure  the  names  of  fuch 
as  his  majefty  intends  to  employ  as  commiffioners,  be- 
fore the  orders  here  are  configned  me,  according  as 
dicy  defired  in  their  laft  letter :  wherein  you  may  ob- 
fcrvc  the  names  of  three  men  to  be  inferted  on  purpofe 
diat  his  majefty  might  decline  them  in  this  commiflion ; 
if  you  pleaie  to  fend  me  the  names,  I  fuppofe  it  may  be 
necrffiuy  to  the  expediting  of  thefe  orders  ;  unlefs  you 
liould  diink  of  any  inconvenience  in  it,  which  occurs 
mtome. 

In  purfiiit  of  the  late  conference,  whereof  I  gave 
JOQ  account  in  my  laft,  we  have  agreed  upon  this  en- 
Afed  prmeft  to  be  fent  to  the  Conftable,  as  that  which 
k  may  hope  will  be  fisned  upon  the  money  being 
prid  i  and  wherefti  I  am  fure  there  is  not  any  thing  of 
Ac  fcaft  moment  changed,  as  to  what  concerns  his  ma- 
jefty ;  though  the  changing  of  the  form  that  you  fent 
tt  could  not  be  avoided,  becaufe  it  was  without  in- 
lodoftion  or  conclufion,  and  befides  it  went  a  ftep 
&Rfaer  than  the  Swedifli  minifler  was  willing  to  go,  in 
nking  it  an  a6l  to  the  Spaniards ;  whereas  this  runs 
•ly  as  an  infhnment  between  themfelves,  of  which 
ife  Spanifh  minifters  are  to  have  only  an  authentic 
Mpy :  and  fince  the  Swedes  had  rather  have  it  this  way, 
lOMDught  heft  to  agree  with  them,  at  leaft  if  the  Spa- 
"^^^  will  be  contented  with  it :  but  I  would  not  be  in- 
to engage  his  majefVy  in  point  of  time  ;  though 
never  preflcd  with  more  carneftnefs  to  any  tiling, 
horii  by  the  Spaniards  and  by  the  Dutch,  who  fent  their 
»  twice  to  perfuade  me  to  it,  becaufe  they  were 
MrilUngto  leave  the  Conftable  that  way  of  efcaping  us. 
.iad  to  Uy  the  truth,  in  my  own  judgment  I  thought 
ll  wry  iitde  material,  but  I  had  no  orders  to  go  farther 
Vol.  II.  H  in 
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in  it ;  and  have  to  the  Spaniards  taken  upon  myielf  the 
not  having  given  his  majeily  any  notice  oi  that  prcten- 
fion  early  enough  to  have  it  included  in  my  powers  v 
as  you  will  fee  by  tlie  inclofed  copy  of  the  letter  I  ye- 
fierday  wrote  the  Conftable,  in  conjundion  with  anouier 
fh>fn  the  States,  to  prefs  conclufion  in  this  afikir. 

For  particular  occurrents,  1  refer  to  what  goes  w. 
Mr.  Cook,  being  unwilling  to  charge  myfelf  with  thfi^ 
credit  of  current  news ;  which  I  have  ever  found  fo  ua-. 
certain,  that  a  ijaaa  may  be  confidercd  more  for  what }» 
does  not  write,  than  what  he  does.  Yet  I  will  trouble 
you  with  two  fmall  matters,  whether,  they  defervc  it  or. 
no.  Monfiieur  de  Rohan,  brother  to  the  duke  de  Mom-. 
ba(on,  having  fold  his  place  of  Grand  Veneurfor  fbmi 
hundred  and  odd  thoufand  livres,  came  hither  laft  week, 
to  difpofe  of  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in  di» , 
country,  though  intereft  is  not  half  fo  high  as  in  Franoe-9 
and  has  done  it :  which  I  refleded  on,  becaufe  I  h«| 
heard  formerly,  he  was  a  perfon  as  well  with  his  iiit<| 
(ler  as  almoft  any  at  court.  1  > 

There  was  executed  this  week  at  Amfterdam  a  per^ 
fon  of  very  good  quality  and  credit  among  them,  onl^ 
for  having  engag^  the  copies  of  an  obligation  he  hiiir 
60m  the  admin^ty,  inftead  of  the  original,  to  fooHf 
perfons  from  whom  he  took  up  money  upon  theiait 
and  though  he  was  nephew  to  one  of  the  buigomafloft 
of  that  town,  and  brother  to  the  treafurer  of  Zeatan^l' 
and  all  the  inftances  that  could  be,  were  made  for  hn^' 
ing  him  condemned  all  his  life  to  a  hole  where  he  coutt? 
neither  fee  nor  ftir,  with  offer  of  repaying  all  the  monqpf ; 
he  had  taken  up  \   and  afterwards  a  thoufand  poum^'^ 
would  have  been  given  to  have  had  him  executed  W 
prifon ;  yet  he  could  not  efcape  lofing  his  head  withthl' 
common  fonns  in  public,  to  the  lofs  of  his  creditofaj^' 
who  were  as  much  concerned  to  favc  him  as  his  friendw 
Which  I  obferved  as  a  remarkable  drain  of  the  juitiot 
here,  fo  much  different  from  the  ftyle  of  moit  oAcft 
pluces.     I  am,  Sir,  i^c.  .    T§ 
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^0  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  7.  N.  S.  1670. 

Since  my  laft  I  have  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
28th  pad ;  and  doubt  not  but  before  this  arrives, 
you  will  be  fully  fatisBed  by  the  late  accounts  I  have 
givcn^  of  our  progrds  here,  towards  the  conclufion  of 
wfaac  had  io  kmg  depended  between  us  and  the  Spanifh 
minifiers :  I  cannot  yet  fay  the  money  is  paid ;  but  I 
fie  nothing  that  wants  towards  it,  only  the  adjufting 
of  that  conjunftion  (demanded  by  the  Conftable)  of 
mnrhantK  9X.  Antwerp  :  tor  the  Spanifli  dealings  are  in 
b  tH  credit,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  any  who  will  give 
cuickxi  for  (uch  a  fum  to  the  Spaniards,  and  in  their 
aim  dominions,  where  they  can  plead  and  judge  them- 
fihres  :  I  believe  the  States  mull  at  laft  engage  to  the 
meicluutts  here,  that  they  will  indemnity  them  from  all 
chst  flull  fidl  out  on  this  occafion :  though  after  the 
arrival  of  the  ratifications  from  England  and  Sweden,  the 
Spaniaids  (hould  make  a  ^ierelle  d^dllenuind  with  their 
cxMreipondents  at  Antwerp,  and  force  them  to  any  pre- 
jodke  without  any  pretence. 

I  gave  monfieur  de  Witt  the  firft  news  of  the  French 
kif^s  declaration,  to  remit  the  judgment  of  the  dif- 
facnces  depending  on  the  peace  to  his  majefty's  and 
die  Crown  of  Sweden's  arbitration  :  he  thought  the 
leaving  out  the  States  was  fomething  difcourteous  on 
the  French  fide  ;  but  faid,  however,  he  was  very  glad 
of  the  d)ing  being  done,  and  hoped,  as  the  buimefs 
Ihould  receive  no  hurt  by  any  rcfentment  on  their  fide, 
fii  it  would  receive  none  on  our  fide  by  any  effeft  of  the 
great  cajolry  of  France  -,  cfpecially  fince  this  rt^folution 
speared  by  the  time  to  have  another  fource  than  on- 
ly the  civility  or  deference  of  tliat  court  towards  his 
majcfly. 

1  doubt  the  confidence  in  this  declaration*  v;i]I  ftoo 
II  2  the 


loo  Litter i  of  Sir  fFtUiam  ^empk^ 

the  levies  which  were  intended  for  this  fpring^  thou^ 
thefe  minifters  are  not  the  moft  believing  in  the  French 
promifes ;  and  I  am  not  very  confident,  the  effc6t  of 
this  laft  may  not  be  fpoiled  by  fome  unreafonablc  anfwer 
from  Spain  upon  it ;  having  been  confirmed  in  fiich  a 
fufpicion  by  the  baron  d'Ifola's  opinion,  who  told  floo 
he  would  write  to  the  marquis  CaAel-Rodrigo,  to  ad* 
vife  that  the  queen  ihould  accept  this  ofier  of  Francsei 
*  pourveu  que  le  roy  tres-cbritien  remettrait  au  miwn 
arbitrage  toutes  les  conireveniions  de  lapaix  dontVEffagm 
s^iftoit  plaint  a  la  conference  de  Lijle.     Which  concernf 
the  fpoils  of  Burgundy,  and  which  France  would  nevcf 
admit  to  give  jointly  in  the  conference  with  their  pic» 
tenfions  about  the  dependences.     I  told  the  baron,  J 
feared  fuch  an  anfwer  might  ruin  the  bufineis,  finoe  il 
could  not  come  till  the  beginning  of  the  fprixig,  and 
might  then  give  die  French  a  pretext  of  recalling  fall 
word  \  after  the  pafiing  of  it  had  laid  afleep  all  thou^blt 
or  preparations  tor  war  both  in  Flanders  and  Holland 
from  whence  the  firfl  afllilance  is  to  be  expected :  and 
that  I  thought  the  anfwer  of  Spain  ought  to  bfc  full  aqi 
abfolute  as  to  the  acceptance,  of  what  is  offered  fi|r 
France :  and  if  they  would  make  room  for  the  contmf ' 
yentions  he  mentions,-  that  they  fhould  do  it  rather  bf 
enlarging  the  acceptance  than  reftraining  it  to  any  coM, 
dition,  and  fay  they  accepted  the  arbitrage  upon  diflft' 
dependences,  and  all  other  differences  arifing  upon  iS^K 
peace;  in  the  difcuflion  whereof  the  Spanifli  pretenfiaBl 
might  likewife  be  brought  before  the  arbitrators,  bMf 
at  a  more  feafonable  time  than  this  next  Ipring  wift 
prove.     The  baron  profefled  to  be  convinced  by  thdb 
rcafons  :  but  becaufe  there  is  not  much  truft  to  a  pcf* 
fon  who  is  fo  far  in  love  with  his  own  fufficiency,  and 
fcems  to  mind  the  valuing  of  himfelf  at  lead  equallf 

•  Prcviifeii  the  meft  Chriftian  king  ivould  refer  to  the  fame  arhttrag^ 
all  the  cofttra'ventions  of  the  peace,  -whereof  Spain  cotnplmned  ai  the  em^ 
firtnce  tf  Life, 
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with  the  doing  of  his  bufinefs  5 1  thought  it  not  imperti- 
nent to  give  your  lordfliip  my  reHeftion  upon  this 
matter,  that  if  you  approve  it,  you  may  by  lome  fafe 
way  or  cypher  tranfmit  it  to  Sir  William  Godolphin :  for 
otherwiie  I  am  confident  the  Spanifli  anfwer  will  be  per- 
{dezed  with  thofe  contraventions,  which  have  held  the 
commiflioners  all  this  while  at  a  bay  at  Lifle,  and  will 
Boc  be  adiTutted  by  France  in  the  decifion  of  the  depen- 
dtnccs* 

I  fent  your  lordihip  enclofed  baron  d'Ifola's  rough 
propofitions  concerning  his  mailer's  joining  with  the 
triple  alliance,  which  the  minifters  of  the  confederates 
duik  fit  to  difcourfe  firft  among  themfelves,  and  after- 
vards  enter  into  conference  with  him,  as  the  miniilers 
rf  one  united  power.  All  we  can  do  at  firft  will  be  to 
conununicate  what  pafles  to  our  mafters  :  and  there- 
fcfc  I  fend  your  lordihip  the  firft  propofals  by  ad- 
Taoce,  that  I  may  the  fooner  know  your  refledlions  upon 
dicm. 

After  what  will  pafs  here  in  the  conclufion  of  our 
guaranty  and  Swedifh  payments,  I  think,  if  monfieur 
wnati  can  propofe  any  ^xxl  way  of  fecuring  his  ma- 
jcftjr,  or  rather  fumilhing  him  beforehand  with  what  one 
ouarter  of  the  Swedifh  future  fubfidies  will  amount  to 
nr  the  three  months  which  are  to  be  advanced,  it  would 
«ld  to  the  ftrength  and  credit  of  our  alliance,  in  giv- 
ing fo  gjeat  a  fadsfadlion  to  the  Swede,  as  they  would 
noeive  by  his  majefty's  undertaking  for  the  fifteen  thou- 
fimd  crowns  a  month,  which  they  have  fo  much  infift- 
cd  on,  and  feem  fo  much  unfatisfied  with  failing  in 
k. 

1  had  notice  from  my  lord  Falconbridge  of  his  in- 
tended journey  ;  and  have  already  begun  our  correfpon- 
dence  by  a  letter  which  will  meet  him  at  Paris  :  and 
Ihall  not  fail  in  that,  nor  I  hope  in  any  other  duties  of 
my  employment. 

1  wifli  my  lord  Berkley  all  fuccefs  in  his  new  and 

H  3  great 
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great  charge ;  not  knowing  any  other  wherein  a  cfiKv 
gent,  honeft,  and  abk  perfon  may  be  of  greater  fer*^ 
vice  to  his  majefty  than  in  that.  I  am  ever,  my  Icard,. 
your  lordflup's  mod  faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

To  Sir  William  Gadolpbin.     , 

SIR,  Hague,  Apr.  3.  N.  S.  1670, 

THis  bearer  monfieur  Chiefe  is  difpatched  by  \m 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange  to  Madrid^  for 
the  profecution  and  recovery  of  a  great  debt  owii^  iK»ir 
fome  time  from  that  crown  to  his  highnefs,   and,  I 
think,  not  difputed  by  them  :  and  though  this  gendr^ 
man  goes  armed  with  much  better  weapons  than  any  I 
can  fiirnifh  him  towards  the  purfuit  of  his  enterpriie  \ 
yet  the  prince  having  commanded  me  to  give  hia 
my  recommendations  to  you  among  many  others  hm 
carries,  I  could  not  fail  of  it,  nor  win  I  doubt  i;s  bw 
ing  of  fome  force  with  you,  fince  it  comes  in  the  ftiU 
vice  of  a  prince  whofe  birth  gives  him  fo  much  intefcft 
in  all  Engliihmen,  and  whofe  perfonal  Qualities  and 
virtues  give  him  a  sreat  deal  more  in  all  thofe  thir 
have  the  honour  to  know  him.     I  muft  therefioa^  hem 
all  the  good  offices  and  aflTiflances  you  can  ihew  d# 
gendeman  in  purfuit  of  his  highnefs*s  concernment^ 
as  well  as  your  advice  to  him  if  he  defires  it,  how  m  . 
addreils  himfelf  by  fuch  perfons,  and  in  fuch  ways,  t| 
will  give  him  moft  appearance  of  fuccefs.     Your  h^ 
vour  herein  I  fhall  take  care  to  value  as  I  ought  Oa 
wards  his  highnefs  ;  as  I  fhall  always  myfelf  acknow^ 
ledge  it,  and  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fcf* 
rant. 


To 
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"21?  4ie  Marquis  cf  CafiiU 
Kodrigo. 

Hague,  Apr.  j. 
My  Lord,  N,  S.  1670. 
•T^  Hou^h  the  bearer  hereof, 
^  moniieurChicfc,  will  h.ivc 
no  need  or  other  fupport  belide 
the  name  of  the  prince  his 
mailer,  and  the  jui^ice  of  the 
affair  he  has  in  charge ;  I  would 
■ot  £u!  however  ot  giving  him, 
beiidtrs,  this  recommendation 
to  your  excellency,  as  well  to 
pay  my  duty  to  his  hij^^hncfs 
the  prince  of  Orange,  as  to 
(hew  my  confiJcn<.c  that  I 
have  yet  feme  fharc  i;i  the 
memory  and  friendship  of 
]rour  excellency.  J  can  afliirc 
you  that  the  court  of  Spain,  in 
doing  juilicc  u,  liib  hitjimefs, 
mil  iibljgc  a  prince  who  equals 
kis  great  birth  by  his  great  equa- 
lities; and  who  wnl  be  one  day 
capable  of  recompenfing  the 
kuidnefs  that  fliall  be  fhcv/t-d 
him  at  prefent.  iriis  hiehnefs 
already  takes  grent  paT  i.  the 
mod  turnof  thcSppniiii  iifrVirs, 
by  fuch  fentiinents  as  d'^^crvc 
to  be  chcrifhcd,  and  not  dif- 
Gouraged  by  any  trcatrjaiu  ci- 
ther unjuft  or  difoHip'n^r.  I 
could  not  recommend  h's  prc- 
tenfions  to  a  pcrfon  more  f:;c- 
nerous  than  your  cxcclljiicy, 
nor  to  one  who  has  bccii  al- 
ways pleafed  tu  inti  rcf:  him  lo 
much  in  what  regards  the  kiir; 

niv 


Au   Marquis   de 
Rodrigo. 


Caftel- 


La,  Haye^  -^  Avrilj 
Monfieur^  S,  N,  167c. 

(5)  Ucique  le  p^.rteur  de  celte 
•=X»^- lettie^  ni'VijIcur  Ch'ieje^ 
n  ait  pas  bcjVin  d'autre  appuy  que 
du  mm  du  prince  fon  Alaitre 
fcf  de  l^equite  de  la  (OJtfe  dont  il 
eji  charge ;  je  n\iy  pouriant  pas 
voulu  manqucr^i  luydwiur  t$mme 
par  furabondance  de  droits  cettc 
recommendation  cuprcs  de  V.  E. 
autcnt  pour fiitisf aire  u  mo»  de^ 
voir  enven  fon  altejfe  le  princf 
d  Orange  ^  que  p:ur  jtufuire  bwi' 
neur  de  la  c6nfian:c  avcc  laquclU 
je  croy  avoir  encore  quekue  part 
dant  leJouDenir  tff  Famitie  de 
Vn  E.  Je  tourrois  hien  tajfurcr^ 
qiitnfaipant  ']ujiice  af.naltejf*^ 
la  C9nr  diEfpagyie  ohligcra  un 
prime  dont  les  granges  quaiitcs 
ej^alent  la  gra^idcur  de  fa  naif* 
fancfy  £5"  qui  fru  un  jovr  en 
i'tat  dc  rrccnncitre  les  bontez  qu^on 
aura  ii  prefent  pour  luy :  ajou- 
teray-je^  que  ce  prince  prend 
dija  iuiucoup  depart  au  ban  train, 
que  prcnmnt  les  afjVires  (TEf- 
pagni?  ds  telsfehtih.ini  quandils 
feroient fi\:\iy  mcriUnt  at-  fa 
ptrfmne  fcit  l  berie^  <S  qn\tu  lieu 
de  If  rcl-utrr  Pr,r  dcs  ir ait f mens 
qui  fenierf  V  'i'jupicfy  ok  « ;>  hrnfTe 
ci'tt:  0::.'  t  de  '  '.'igcr,  "/c  ?:e 
/C(!:ir:i.  reirnjr  a  ''/•:sifstiri*s 
it  :cii'  pr-'  .;.'  '  ''.'J  iviiii  'je  y.'*^ 
/".  E.  u:  y^J-  j-it  ttii-j:urs  yhis 
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my  mailer.  And  ^our  excel-  intertfUe  dans  tout  a  qm  m  imh 

lencv's  flavour  in  this  affair  can-  ckc  at  pris  U  rey  nwH  mmift* 

not  be  defired  with  greater  in-  F.  E.  ne  ffauroit  etn  flms  m» 

ftance,  nor  by  one  who  is  more  Jlamment  priu  J^acortUrfiJih' 

than  I  am,  my  lord,  your  ex-  veur^  ni  far  une  frrfamtu  fi 

ccllency's,  t^c.  tut fiit  plus  acfuife^  bf  fojiii 

avecplus  de  pajpm  qui  jt  fiis^ 

liQ. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  6.  N.  S.  i6mk 

I  Have  newly  received  yours  of  the  23d  paft,  wim  a 
former  of  the  19th,  which  brought  me  fomc  mtr* 
ginal  additions  upon  the  paper  I  lafl  fent  into  21ealaiMi 
concerning  the  bufinefs  ot  Surinam.  As  to  the  woid^ 
Tie  Dutch  naSioH  inhabiting  there,  which  are  confomi* 
able  with  the  ftyle  of  the  States  lafl  letter  to  his  tok^ 
jefty  upon  that  fubjed,  I  queflion  not  to  get  them  ia» 
ierted,  in  caie  the  Zealanders  come  to  a  conclufion  vs^ 
on  my  paper ;  though  they  fay,  it  already  contains  fevcnl " 
points  more  than  our  firft  demands. 

For  the  words,   Ou  quelaue  autre,  concerning  tte 
perfon  by  whom  his  majefty  will  fend  the  orders,  I 
fuppofc  they  will  pals  too  -,  in  cafe  the  intentions  are- 
not  to  employ  any  of  thofe  three  perlbns  for  the  cutfi  , 
ing  them,  againft  whom  the  Dutch  at  firft  excepted.  / 

For  the  other  words  which  determine  the  renditkMT' 
of  the  colony,  to  be  that  made  by  major  Bannifter,  A»^ 
pril  21,  1668,  I  muft  fay  freely,  that  I  ha\'e  very  lk» 
tie  hopes  of  gaining  it  -,  having  formerly  employed  nrt- 
ftrength  upon  it  without  any  fuccefs,  fo  much  as  widfc. 
the  deputies  of  Holland,  or  of  any  other  province^ 
which  have  exprefied  the  moft  eafy  compliance  vdth  0119 . 
demands  ;  and  they  ever  thought  it  very  hard,  that  ha*. 
ving  yielded  to  our  demands,  of  exporting  flaves,  con- 
trary to  all  cuftoms  formerly  praftifed  in  that  colour,  : 
find  upon  the  dii^uted  fen&  of  an  article,  we  fhould 
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prds  then  to  cany  away  likewile  thole  very  flaves  which 
chey  themfelves  had  fumifhed  us  with,  tliough  they 
ofier  to  rq)ay  more  than  the  price  they  co(t  And 
upon  my  inftances  upon  this  matter,  their  anfwer  waSt 
that  there  was  no  need  oi  diflinguiihing  the  renditions 
of  the  colony,  fince  die  meaning  of  their  letter  was, 
that  what  flaves  had  been  fumiflied  by  the  Dutch  fhould 
be  left,  and  the  reft  fliould  be  carried  off :  fo  that  if 
none  were  by  them  fumiflied  between  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  rendition,  then  none  were  to  be  left ;  but  if  any 
were,  then  thofe  to  be  left,  as  well  as  fuch  as  had 
been  ftimifhed  by  the  Dutch  fince  the  laft  rendition. 
And  thb  point,  I  am  confident,  was  debated  by  the  de- 
puties, not  upon  any  particular  knowledge  of  what  it 
imports,  but  only  upon  the  general  notion  and  reaibn 
of  the  thing,  from  which  it  will  be  wcry  hard  to  make 
them  recede :  however,  I  fhall  ufe  my  endeavours  in 
it^  and  be  as  glad  as  you  can,  of  any  good  ofHces  that 
I  am  able  to  render  major  Bonnilltr,  though  he  has 
been  the  moft  troublefome  acquaintance  to  me,  that  I 
have  ever  had  in  my  life.  I  preflTed  monfieur  de  Witt 
and  the  commilTioners  at  our  lafl  meeting  two  days 
fince,  and  particularly  the  deputy  of  Zealand,  for  the 
difpatch  of  diis  bufinels :  but  not  having  then  your  ad* 
dition$  to  my  laft  paper,  I  could  fay  nothing  of  them. 
Monfieur  de  Witt  told  me,  a  conference  was  appoint- 
ed this  day  between  the  commifTioners  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  upon  this  bufmefs. 

On  Sunday  night  laft  the  exchanges  were  made  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  concert,  with  that  from  Spain  for 
the  future  Swedifh  fubfidies  :  but  the  Swedifh  and  Dutch 
minifters  having  each  of  them  three  originals  of  the 
concert,  and  not  contenting  themfelves  with  authen* 
tic  copies,  as  I  had  propofed,  I  am  forced  to  give  you 
the  trouble  of  fending  two  originals  more  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  concert,  to  be  delivered  to  the  minifters 
^f  thoie  two  States  upon  my  receiving  the  like  from 
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them.    I  will  tell  you  by  the  way,  that  I  had  fome  i 
fon  to  doubt  whether  the  ratification  you  lent  me 
^Tould  pafs  or  no,  though  I  thought  it  was  noc  fit  for 
me  to  make  you  any  fcruple  upon  it,  unlefs  it  were  firft 
raifed  by  the  other  miniilers  here,   and  do  not  know 
whether  it  came  in  that  form  by  choice,  or  by  miftakc: 
But  I  am  iure  the  ratification,  as  it  runs,  is  only  of  tbi 
guaranty  with  its  claufes,  of  which  the  concert  was  ne- 
ver taken  to  be  a  part,  and  ftands  in  need  of  a  veiy  • 
ftrong  deduction  or  conne<5tion  with  the  words  of  tlie  ^ 
preface,  which  indeed  mentions  the  concert  as  wdl  ai 
the  guaranty  :    and  you  will  find  it  very  different  fraai 
the  ratification  which  came  from  Sweden  (and  goes  hen 
inclofed)  and  fuch  as,  I  muft  confeis,  had  1  been  tht  .^ 
Spanifh   ambaffador,  I  (hould  not  have  accepted,  diot  ^ 
neither  he  nor  the  Swedifh  minifter  have  yet  taken  noi*  , 
tice  of  it.     I  dioi^gbt  not  fit  to  communicate  it  to  ino»» 
fieur  de  Witt,  till  the  day  before  the  exchange  was  01  . 
be  made,   bccauie  I  knew  it  could  not  efcape  hhn,  wstk 
did  it  then  only  betwtx^n  ourfelves :  and  he  immediacei|f  . 
checked  when  he  cune  to  the  words.  Supra  memgraum  ^ 
garantiam\  and  obferved  that  there  wanted  the  convvB*  /" 
tion  about  forces,  which  was  the  fole  end  of  their  rii  ^ 
tification;  and  thereupon   he  faid  immediately,  CAi^ 
ff eft  fas  comme  il  faut   [This  is  not  as  it  (hould  b^ ' 
but  comparing  it  with  thofe  in  the  preface,  he  faid  m\^- 
hA,  Cela  fiut fyffiri  [This  may  do]  and  wifhed  fbm'^* 
others  were  no  more  fcrupulous  than  he,   where  fci  ^ 
knew  the  intentions  were  good :  and  fo  he  made  no  6r«  .^ 
ther  mention  of  it  upcHi  our  exchange  of  the  ratifioi^  ^J^ 
tions  ;  which  I  believe  proceeded  in  him  from  the  S  ]^ 
confequence,  he  forefaw,  might  arife  upon  the  difcovciJI  < 
of  a  weaknefs  of  our  infhiiment  in  this  coniundure,  mhat  '^ 
our  intentions  in  this  affair  are  fomething  more  fySsh 
petted  than  you  afllire  me  they  deferve.  -"  ' 

I  hear  the  town  of  Amfterdam  has  confented  to  itmnM  ' ' 
(icpr  Van  Beunipghen's  joijmey  5   but  fhall  not  be  M0  " 
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ID  g^  you  an  aflurance  of  it  till  my  next,  and  content 
nqrielf  now  with  tiiat  of  being  always,  Sir,   your  &(*• 

To  my  lord  jlrlington. 

My  Lord,  Hs^ue,  May  15.  N.  S.  1670. 

TH  E  knowledge  of  your  lordfhip's  ablence  from 
town  ha$  given  you  of  late  more  caie  than  o- 
thcrwiie  I  intended  -,  and  your  trouble  now  begins  up- 
on the  firft  advice  I  had  of  your  return,  which  was  by 
your  lordfhip's  of  the  29th  paft ;  by  whith  1  find  the 
lufipicion  you  have  coriceived  tiicre  of  the  late  Spanifli 
wwer  to  his  majefty  having  been  indited  at  the  Hague: 
and  witlial  you  defire  to  know  fomediing  more  particu- 
lar of  monfieurVanBeuninghen's  errand  into  England. 
The  firft,  I  am  confident,  is  without  other  ground,  than 
a  common  opinion  we  have  conceived  of  more  finejfe 
than  I  have  yet  obferved  in  the  chief  minifters  here, 
who  are  as  hard  and  as  firm  as  you  can  imagine  them  ; 
but  for  tricks  or  juggling,  I  do  not  obferve  either  their 
abilities  or  their  difpofitions  lie  much  chat  way  ^  nor,  I 
believe,  does  any  wife  man's,  unlels  he  be  brought  to  it 
l>y  the  ill  condition  or  neceffity  of  his  affairs,  and  find3 
no  other  way  of  living  •,  which  is  not  yet  their  cafe  here, 
Xior  will  be,  I  luppofe,  while  Flanders  is  prcfL-rved  :  and 
feloi^Ifhall  looK  upon  them  as  merchants  in  good  eftatc 
and  credit,  and  who  will  endeavour  to  keep  it  up  by 
iquare  dealing  :  but  whenever  they  fail  in  that  adven- 
ture, I  (hall  grow  as  jealous  of  them  as  I  lire  others  are. 
I  have  enquired  particularly  of  the  Spaniih  ambaflia- 
dor,  and  am  aflured  by  him  that  all  monficur  de  Witt's 
difcouries  upon  that  fubje(^l:  of  the  late  anf»ver  from 
Spain  agreed  pcrfeftly  with  what  he  nndc  me  upon  the 
iame  occafion  :  and  I  know,  the  States  deputies  at 
Bniflels  had  immediate  orders  from  hence  to  aj^ply 
themfelves  very  earntrftly  to  the  Conftablc  for  the  redrcis 
of  that  fault ;  and  I  dare  fi^y,  whoever  tl-.inkb  th:it  rhrf* 
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men  here  will  quit  a  point  of  intercft  for  a  point  of  hor  . 
nour,  has  taken  a  wrong  meafure  of  them.     The  Sp«* 
nilh  ambaflador  bid  me  be  afTured  that  the  anfwcr  from 
Spain  will  be  amended,  and  come  in  all  points  to  his 
majefty*s  fatisfadion  :  he  goes  this  day  from  hence  to- 
wards Bruflels,  being  haftened  thither  by  an  expiefs  ffom  \ 
the  Conftable,  who,  I  believe,  intends  to  make  ufe  oft 
him  in  the  junto  there :  upon  whom,  I  hear,  he  iiviU 
wholly  devolve  all  his  public  bufinefs,  having  taken  ttL 
atteftation  from  his  phyficians  that  his  ill  health  hat^ 
rendered  him  wholly  uncapable  of  charging  himidS 
any  longer  with  it. 

For  monfieurVan  Beuningjien's  errand  into  England^ 
I  fuppofe  the  rife  of  it  was  of  an  old  date  ^  and  occa&tf. 
oned  a  good  deal  by  my  laying  often  to  their  chaigc^-i . 
the  want  of  refpeft  they  fliewed  his  majefty  in  the  choke 
,  of  the  minifters  they  fent  into  England,  who  are  feldom  . 
of  the  province  of  Holland,  or  of  thofe  perfons  niolt 
confidered  in  this  State.    Befides,  when  I  found  I  war 
not  able  to  bring  the  bufinefs  of  our  marine  treaty  to! 
fuch  a  conclufion  as  we  propofed,  though  I  failed  bitf 
in  one  article  (which  yet,  it  feems,  is  thought  to  imp?  ^ 
port  the  whole  of  our  pretenfions  there)  I  told  them  ber^ " 
that  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  treat  it  in  Eng^  ;; 
land,  and  bring  it  to  fome  iflue  there  j  and,  for  thiK  ^ 
purpofe,  to  fend  fome  able  perfon  over,  who,  bdngj: 
perfedily  inftrudbed  in  it  from  hence,  might  debate  the» 
with  perfons  as  well  inftrufted  on  our  fide.     Upon 
thefe  grounds  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  journey  wati 
thought  fit  above  a  year  ago  •,  but  his  being  choite 
burgomafl:er  of*Amfterdam  about  the  fame  time  mad^ 
him  then  abfolutely  refufe  it.     Since  his  year  expiredLi 
my  inftances  ftill  continuing  for  a  conclufion  in  our. 
Eail- India  bufinefs,  and  Mr.  fecretary  Trevor's  papeia 
upon  the  fame  fubjeft  keeping  life  in  it  from  time  to 
time,  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen    began  about  two. 
months  fince  to  Ihew  fome  inclination  to  the  journey  : 
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ivhkb  has  been  purfucd  very  carncftly  by  the  States  here, 
and  eipecially  by  monfieur  dc  Witt,  till  it  came  lately 
on  all  fides  to  be  refolved  on :  fo  as  your  lordfliip 
muft  reckon,  that  the  avowed  errand  will  be  the  buli- 
nc6  of  the  Eaft- India  company,  and  the  clearing  that 
port  of  the  marine  treaty  which  fo  long  proved  too  hard 
tor  me  here.  Befides,  this  will  be  the  compliment 
dry  pretend  to  make  his  majefty,  in  fending  a  pcrfon 
of  fo  much  account  amongft  them,  as  monfieur  Van 
Bcuninghen  -,  and  with  the  orders  of  Surinam,  which 
diey  here  reckon  upon  as  a  perfeft  piece  of  complianxe 
with  his  majefty.  And  this  is  the  account  they  give 
the  French  ambaflador  of  this  journey,  adding  a 
good  deal  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen*s  inclination  to 
fa  England  in  this  feafon. 

That  which  is  farther  meant  by  it,  is,  fii  It,  in  gene- 
ral to  inform  themfelves  perfectly  of  our  temper  in  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  ends  we  have  been  thcfe  two  or  three 
years  laft  engaged  in,  and  which  many,  difconrles  and 
rcfic^tions  ot  late  have  made  them  a  little  fufpcct,  docs 
not  continue  fo  equal  and  fo  warm  as  it  bcg:in.      And 
b  this  regard  it  vAW  be  his  bufinefs  to  uie  his  bcft  and 
moft  perluafive  orator)-  to  confirm  us  in  the  purlLit  of 
diole  common  intcrefts  abroad,  which  we  Imvc:  of  late 
ib  much  advanced  by  cur  triple  alliance,   and  the*  de- 
pendences of  it ;  and  in  (hort,  to  pcrfuadc  us,  that  it 
b  more  our  honour  and  our  intert* ft  to  lead  than  to  fol- 
low.     In  purfuit  of  this,  he  will,  I  believe,  endeavouc 
fio  difpofe  us  to  accept  a  conjundtion  with  fucli  princes 
of  the  Empire  as  defire  it,  upon  fuch  mealures  as  arc 
propofed  in  the  late  projeft  1  fent  your  lordfliip  crawn 
up  by  monfieur  de  Witt :  though  I  have  made  fo  good 
way  in  defending  you  upon  this  point,  that  I  believe 
it  would  not  coft  much  trouble  there,  unlefs  you  are 
wilhng  to  enter  farther  into  it  than  you  feemed  of  late. 

Another  point,  and  that  which  I  believe  he  will  moft 
eagerly  purfue,  is  the  prohibition  of  French  cominodi- 

I  ties. 
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ties,  upon  which  his  particular  imajgination  has  yMbk 
long  bent,  as  the  only  Aire  and  eaiy  way  of  bring^ig 
die  Fruich  power  and  riches  into  decay,  in  cafe  the' 
thing  could  be  agreed  on  among  all  orthegreateftpait 
of  their  neighbours :  and  this  State  having  founded  the 
SpanUh  court  upon  that  point,  received  anfwer,  thit 
whatever  England  and  they  (houid  agree  upon,  Spain 
would  readily  join  with  them  in  it :  by  which  meam 
they  fuppofe,  that  befides  what  would  be  iaved  by  bodi 
our  nations,  by  (lopping  the  vaft  importation  of  Frcodl 
commodides,  a  very  &reat  traffic  would  be  gained  fa|r 
exporting  our  own,  to  nimifh  the  Spanifh  fleet,  whicb 
furalies  their  Weil-Indies  every  year  in  a  great  meafuie 
with  commodities  brought  them  from  France^  TIm 
relblutions  of  this  State  go  as  yet  no  farther,  as  I  cm 
hear,  than  to  all  forts  ofwearing  goods  and  brandy  \ 
nor  do  I  know  whether  this  itfelt  will  be  brought  to  ac«  : 
ccudon  before  they  are  fatisfied  how  far  we  are  likdy 
to  join  with  them  in  it ;  after  which,  the  confidcratiooi  ; 
of  wine  and  fait  will  likewife  come  in  play. 

Belides  thefe  public  matters,  I  doubt  you  will  Bkc* 
wile  be  purlued  about  Mr.  Honywood's  widow,  who  is 
dau^ter  to  a  burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  and  i^  mofl 
properly  under  monikur  Van  Beuninghen's  protedion, 
elpccially  being  a  voting  and  handfome  widow ;  wluck 
I  hear  will  tempt  Ker  to  go  over  with  him  herfelf,  and 
plead  her  own  caufe. 

I  do  not  think  the  intentions  of  his  journey  go  far* 
dier  than  what  I  have  mendoned,  unleis  he  be  invited 
to  any  thin^  U}x>n  the  place,  or  by  fome  new  accident 
from  abroad.  In  the  mean  time,  to  do  him  right,  mt 
fha!I  have  a  great  deal  ot'  reaiba  to  welcome  htm,  bet* 
ciuie  he  has  very  indullrioufly  employed  himfelf  in 
helping  us  to  gab  our  point  upon  the  bofineis  of  Sun*- 
nam,  which  wus  pikiday  iciblved  on  by  the  States  Gc^ 
ncrtl,  thi^u^h  the  proviiKe  of  Zealand  proisefted  againft 
k ;  and  bcinic^  nc:liir,g  has  ^ven  us  lb  hopenil  a  pnoi- 
1  fpea 
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fpe&  of  the  prinoe's  good  fortunes  here,  as  the  fupport 
d[  Ac  town  of  Amfterdam,  to  declared,  and  fo  warm  in 
his  prdcnc  concernment  \  towards  which  I  am  confi- 
doic  monfieur  Van  Bcuning^n  has  very  much  contri- 
famd,  as  beii^a  peribnof  very  great  influence  in  that 
dty.  The  ftate  of  that  whole*  bufinels  is  fo  well  and 
b  fully  ice  down  in  the  paper  of  intelligence,  that  I  am 
in  I  cannot  amend  it  and  therefore  will  not  repeat  it. 

Your  lordflup  will  know  by  the  mclpfed,  that 
■MM^fi^w  de  Sl  Evremont  fet  out  this  morning  towards 
gfifljknri^  with  die  Portugal  ambaflador  likewife,  who 
bom  accompany  monfieur  d*Opdam  as  far  as  Nieupoit, 
ad  diere  embark  for  Dover,  whilfl:  he  goes  on  to  meet 
die  French  king  at  Dunkirk  with  the  States  compli- 
BCBis.     I  am  ever,  my  lord,  your  &c. 

P.  S.  I  had  forgot  to  tell  your  lordfhip,  that  ano- 
Aff  part  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  infrruftions  will 
be,  to  endeavour  all  that  can  be  that  this  State  may 
be  admitted  into  a  conjundtion  with  his  majefly  for 
die  purfuit  of  the  Algerines  dll  they  are  reduced  to  the 
ODoefiity  of  a  peace  with  both. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  May  27.  N.  S.  1670. 

IHave  this  day  received  yours  of  the  13th  current, 
with  the  account  of  my  lord  of  Eflex's  treatment 
in  pafiing  the  Sound ;  which,  if  wholly  new,  was  what 
wc  had  very  litde  reafon  to  expeA  from  that  crown 
fiacc  the  change  of  their  miniftry :  though  there  arc 
ftme  reports  here  that  they  intend  to  keep  up  a  clofe 
ndligence  with  France,  for  fear  of  the  Swede  ;  whofc 
fioraes  give  them  at  this  time,  it  leems,  feme  jcalou- 
•  %-  I  will  \iQfpt  my  lord  of  EfTex  may  receive  the 
fivisfaction  he  demands  \  however  he  will  have  that  of 
Invii^  diicharged  his  part  upon  this  occafion  with  the 
conflancy  that  became  him. 

Tdo 
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I  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  receive  a  wifer  aiw 
fwer,  as  you  fay,  from  Spsun ;  and  wilh  they  could 
find  wifer  men  to  encharge  with  their  great  afEdrs  and 
governments,  than  you  will  fee  they  do  by  the  accounts 
I  know  you  receive  from  Bruflels,  of  the  Conftst- 
ble*s  late  caprices  in  order  to  his  return  for  Spain.  Ir 
is  here  varioufly  difcourfed  who  fhall  fuccccd  mm:  the 
old  Emprefs  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  being  fHI 
in  name  among  fome  others  -,  either  of  which,  or  bodi 
together,  as  it  is  talked  of,  feeming  the  bcft  ch<rice 
that  can  now  be  made  by  the  crown  of  Spain.  It  is 
wifhed  here  that  his  majefty  would  further  it  all  he 
can  by  the  offices  of  his  minifter  in  that  court. 

Yefterday  the  Spanifh  ambaffador's  fccretary  came 
to  communicate  to  me  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
the  ambaflador  at  Bruflels ;  taking  notice,  that  upon  : 
a  more  particular  obfervation  of  our  late  ratification  of 
the  concert,  the  date  of  it  was  preceding  to  that  of  the 
concert  itfelf  figned  by  me  here  at  the  Hague,  whidi   • 
was  the  laft  of  January  N.  S.  whereas  the  ratificatioR 
at  Weftminfter  bears  date  the  7th  of  January,  O.  S. 
And  this  remark  of  the  ambaflador's  I  find  to  be  true, 
by  comparing  it  with  the  copy  of  the  ratification  that 
lies  by  me  :  and  doubt  not  but  the  miftake  only  was 
of  the  month  of  January  for  February,  in  the  ratifica- 
tion you  ftnt  me  over.     Whereupon  I  aflured  the  fc* 
cretary,  tliere  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  redrefs  of 
it,  and  he  denred  me  to  endeavour  it  as  foon  as  1  could ; 
and  I  hope  the  notice  of  it  may  come  time  enough  to 
prevent  the  (hme  miftake  in  the  inftrum.ents  intended 
tor  Sweden  and  Holland,  as  well  as  to  procure  a  new 
one  for  Spain. 

I  could  not  by  the  laft  poft  give  you  the  certainty 
of  the  ifllic  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  affair,  the  States 
of  HolLind  not  rifing  till  one  o'clock  that  night,  after 
the  warir.cft  d^^Da^es  which  have  been  known  among 
them  for  man/  years  :  however,  the  towns  which  fa- 
vour 
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voor  tbe  prince  having  the  plurality  of  voices,  and 
AmAcidam  in  the  head  of  them,  at  length  carried  their 
point,  and  brought  it  to  a  refolution,  diat  the  prince 
ihouki  have  feflion  in  the  council  of  State  with  adecifive 
voice ;  and  fhould  have  the  fame  place  his  anceftors 
were  ufed  to.  After  this  was  refolved  on,  that  party 
iriiich  the  moft  <^po(ed  the  prince's  intereft  fbrted 
two  new  points :  die  firft,  that  no  captain-general 
fluuld  be  chofen  otherwile  than  from  year  to  year, 
but  by  unanimity  of  voices;  and  fecondly,  that  in 
aicche  prince  fhould  be  chofen  captain-general  for 
life,  then  it  fhould  be  again  debated  and  refolved  by 
plurality  of  voices,  whether  he  fhould  continue  his 
iefiion  in  the  council  of  State.  And  thefe  two  points 
wst  agreed  to  by  all  the  towns  excepting  four  or  five, 
m  whch  number  were  Amflerdam  and  Haerlem  ;  who 
maintain,  that  they  were  not  now  to  be  refolved,  but 
tben  only  when  thofe  matters  came  in  queftion.  The 
Scases  or  Holland  being  feparated  after  thefe  rcfolutions, 
the  execution  of  that  concerning  the  prince's  entrance 
Hco  the  council  of  Scate  will  remain  in  the  States 
General,  and  confequently  receive  no  oppofition  that 
I  can  forefee  :  and  though  it  bears  no  great  name,  yet 
I  take  it  to  be  of  that  importance,  as  to  leave  liis 
k^ziefs's  future  fortunes  in  a  manner  wholly  depen- 
dent upon  his  own  carriage  and  pcrfonal  qualities, 
which  give  hitherto  all  the  figns  that  can  be  of  a;.!van- 
QDg,  and  not  impairing,  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs,  monfieur  Van  Bcu- 
moghen  has  fo  much  provoked  the  ill-will  and  opinion 
of  thofe  towns  which  v,cre  contrary  to  the  prince, 
due  they  had  almoft  refolved  to  make  a  {top  of  his 
joDiney  \  but  that  is  now  over,  and  he  prepaics  to  be 
gone  the  end  of  this  week,  and  will  not  deftrve  to 
Dclefs  welcome  in  England  for  what  has  lately  palTcd 
ktrc-,  though  perhaps  it  may  not  be  to  k*s  advantag-, 
aor  to  the  prince's  neither,  to  give  him  any  too  pu.  - 
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lie  teftimonies  of  it.  He  gave  me  hopes  oh  Sun- 
day night,  that  to-morrow  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam 
would  be  ended,  according  to  the  form  I  drew  up  in 
purfuit  of  our  laft  conference,  which  1  here  fend  you 
inclofed  :  though  he  told  me  there  would  be  difficult 
ty  in  the  point  of  major  Bannifter's  landing  with  fo 
much  liberty  as  is  infifted  on  :  and  therefore  he  pref- 
fed  me  hard  to  be  content  with  either  remaining  aboard 
his  (hips,  or  elfe  lodging  in  the  fort  till  his  affairs  were 
difpatched,  where  all  convenience  (hould  be  provided 
him  :  but  I  rcfufed  both  j  and  fo  left  the  thing  with 
him  in  the  form  it  now  runs.  I  am.  Sir,  your  Cffr. 

To  my  lord  Berkeley. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  30,  N.  S.  1670. 

T  Hough  I  know  your  excellency  would  cafily  for- 
give me  a  commiflion  which  might  fave  you  a 
trouble  in  the  midft  of  many  others  that  are  a  great 
deal  more  neceflary  ;  yet  I  could  not  forgive  mylelf  if 
I  fhould  any  longer  delay  giving  your  lordflup  the 
afTurances  how  great  a  part  I  take  in  all  your  fonunes, 
and  confequently  how  much  I  have  fhared  in  the  gene- 
ra! fatisfaftion  which  I  hear  you  have  both  left  in  Eng- 
land, and  found  in  Ireland,  upon  your  late  entering 
upon  the  government  ot  that  kingdom*.  I  am  not  on- 
ly much  pleafed  with  it  upon  a  private  fcore,  as  one 
of  your  lordfhip's  ftrvants,  but  as  having  always  had 
the  bcft  wiihes  for  the  public  good  of  that  country, 
and  his  majefty's  fervicc  in  the  eftr.blifliment  of  it : 
borii  which  will,  I  ain  confident,  thrive  very  :r*uch  in 
your  lordfhip's  hands  ;  not  only  in  regur^i  of  the 
great  experience  and  abilities  which  are  fo  generally 
ajlowed  you  -,  but  becaufe  you  are  too  rich,  as  well  as 
too  genenr.is,  to  lole  the  merit  and  glory  of  great  and 
honeft  aftions  in  the  cares  of  your  own  private  tor- 
tunes  :    tor  this  has  too  oiten  given  an  alloy  both  to 
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the  worth  and  iuccefs  of  feveral  of  your  lordfliip's 
pmfcccflbrs  ;  and  contributed  chiefly  to  th !  unhappi- 
nc6  of  the  governors  as  well  as  of  the  countr)-  \  both 
«'hich,  1  hope,  you  will  have  the  honour  to  rtllore.  I 
cannot  but  obferve  to  your  lordlhip,  that  I  lin^i  by  a 
gaieral  confcnt  of  the  merchants  here,  that  Ire!:ind 
TUTS  every  year  an  eighth  part  in  debt  by  jmporting 
£>  much  beyond  its  exportation ;  which  bcii  g  to  be 
drawn  out  in  coin,  will  be  a  certain,  though  flow,  con- 
fumption  of  the  tnrafure  of  that  kingdom,  unl'.'f^  re- 
medied by  fumptuary  laws  or  examples  for  Icflcning 
die  importation  of  foreign  commoditie<?  •,  or  elfe,  in- 
duftry  for  increafing  the  native,  which  are  ^-ither 
ccnilimed  at  home,  or  carried  abroad  :  the  firft  is 
like  diet,  but  the  other  like  exerrife,  to  an  indifpoJ -rd 
body,  which  is  the  way  of  acquiring  ftrength  and  vi- 
gour -,  whereas  the  former  gives  but  bare'y" health.  I 
beiicvc  the  t\^'o  grcrut  improvements  to  be  made  in 
Ireland,  are  of  the  fiftiing  and  the  linen  trade  j  this  to 
keep  our  money  at  home,  and  that  to  fcrch  more  in 
from  abroad.  If  your  lordfhip  thinks  thefe  particu- 
lars worth  your  care,  and  that  I  can  contribute  To- 
wards them  by  any  lights  and  afTiftances  from  hence, 
I  Ihall  be  glad  upon  that  or  any  other  occafion  to  re- 
ceive your  commands. 

I  have  given  my  fecretary  order  to  make  an  extraft 
of  t'^-  news  which  either  arifes  here,  or  comes  to  me 
by  Ijtten  from  foreign  parts ;  which  /hall  to  weekly  to 
you,  if  you  think  it  worth  the  trouble,  and  will  p!«::a1c 
in  r^um  to  do  me  the  juflice  of  efteeming  ine  what  I 
am  V  irh  much  truth  and  paflTion,  my  lord,  your  cx- 
Cflltncv's  moft  obedient  hximbie  fcrvant. 
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To  my  lord  jirlingtm. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  3,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Was  extreme  glad  to  find  by  your  lordfhip*s  of  the 
1 6th  pad,  fome  aflurance  or  your  recovery;  and 
wliatever  the  name  of  your  illnefc  was,  will  believe  the 
nature  of  it  could  not  be  very  bad  fince  it  left  you  io 
foon  :  after  which  I  will  trouble  you  no  more  with  my 
remedies  ;  nor  fhall  I  need  any  myielf  after  fo  great  a 
one  as  your  lordlhip  has  given  me  by  the  knowledge 
of  your  own  and  my  lady's  health:  for  which  I  make 
you  my  particular  acknowledgments. 

By  obferving  tl^;  winds,  I  guefs  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  will,  before  this  arrives,  have  given  your 
lordfhip  the  account  himfelf  of  his  leaving  the  Haguflh 
on  Sunday  night,  and  fetting  fail,  I  fupjiofe,  on  Monday 
evening;  unlefs  madam  Honeywood  mack  him  ftar 
fome  hours  longer,  who  had  appointed  to  be  with 
him  by  that  time  from  Amfterdam.  I  will  fay  nothing 
in  favour  of  her  pretenfion,  but  that  (he  is  daughter  to 
the  ancienteft  Burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  who  has  ex- 
prcfled  the  greatcft  paffion  of  any  other  of  the  States, 
in  favour  ot  the  prince  of  Orange's  late  concernment^ 
and  may  perliaps  thereby  deferve  fome  mark  of  his 
majefty's  tavour,  which  I  afliire  you  I  fay  wholly  of 
myielf  :  for  my  good  offices  in  her  bufinefs  were  not 
at  all  thought  worth  engaging,  fince  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  undertook  it,  as  I  luppofe  he  has  done  by 
their  joining  company.  Your  lordfliip  will  find  no- 
tliing  to  leflen  your  elleem  of  his  perfon,  unlefs  it  be, 
thcit  he  is  not  always  fo  willing  to  hear  as  to  be  heard ; 
and  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  imagination  is  apt 
fometimes  to  reafon  a  man  to  death  •,  which  I  tell  youf 
lordfliip  before  hand,  that  you  may  not  fall  into  any 
prr^judicc  before  you  know  him  well :  and  on  the 
ot  icr  fde,  I  have  taken  fome  care  to  prevent  his  em- 
ploying 
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ploying  that  talent  too  much  in  your  converfations. 
For  the  reft,  you  will  find  him  fcri  honnete  bomme ; 
one  that  puts  all  the  good  of  his  country  upon  main- 
taining and  cultivating  his  majefty's  alliance;  and 
who,  upon  the  prince's  occafion,  will  deferve  the  good 
will  of  our  court. 

For  his  manner  of  negodating,  I  am  confident  you 
will  find  him  not  ill-bred,  nor  offering  to  impofe  his 
Bieafufcs,  as  you  call  them,  upon  us :  but,  atter  any 
propofitions  and  reafons  he  fhall  lay  before  you,  will 
rather  tell  you  that  you  are  mafters  of  all;  and 
that  the  States  will,  in  all  things  that  concern  our 
nd^bours,  perfedly  follow  thofe  his  majefty  fliall 
tike. 

Whatever  reception  the  States  propofal  about  the 
Algerines  meets  with  in  England,  1  wifh  to  God  fomc 
better  order  were  taken  for  preferving  our  honour  in 
die  Mcchterranean  :  for,  what  with  the  ill  conduft  of 
our  capuuns,  that  they  fay  will  turn  merchants,  leav- 
ing our  merchants  to  play  the  men  of  war,  and  with' 
the  late  fliamelefs  lofs  of  Sapphire;  I  adurc  your 
lordfiup,  the  reputation  of  our  fea-affairs  and  men 
decays  abroad  to  a  degree  that  is  very  fcnfible  I  am 
fine  to  me,  and  I  doubt  will  hardly  recover  with- 
out fome  new  and  fevere  dilcipline  or  examples. 

The  prince  of  Orange  was  introduced  into  the  coun- 
cil of  otate  on  Saturaay  laft,  and  with  the  circum- 
ftuices  which  he  is  very  well  pleafed  with.  He  re- 
iblves  upon  his  journey  into  England  about  the  latter 
end  of  this  month,  or  beginning  of  next :  but  will 
not  fix  the  time  till  the  Penfioner's  return  from  Gro- 
ningrn  about  ten  days  hence.  I  am,  my  lord,  your 
fe?f. 
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To  ny  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  17,  N,  S.  1670. 

IWA  S  very  glad  to  hear  this  morning  of  your  lord- 
fliip's  being  well  arrived  in  town  ;  where,  I  hope, 
the  diverfions  of  your  late  journey  have  returned  you 
with  fuch  an  encreafc  of  health  as  is  neceffary  for  the 
fupport  of  yodr  great  affairs,  Tpara  mi  confuelo.  Many 
French  have  lately  pafTcd  this  way  fince  the  return  of 
that  court ;  fome  who  attended  Madame  into  England, 
and  extremely  applauded  her  reception  there,  and  his 
mnjw  'ty's  great  gracioufnefs  to  thofe  of  her  train.  The 
count  d'rJtiades  came  likcwife  three  days  fince,  but  I 
think  barely  on  a  vifit  to  his  old  home  j  or  if  he  has 
any  bufmefs,  it  is  particular,  and  at  Amfterdam.  I  find, 
they  all  agree  in  alluring  us  of  the  peace,  as  long  as  wc 
car:  affurc  them  of  the  king  of  Spain's  life  :  but  in  giv- 
ing us  fair  warning  that  whenever   diat   fails    their 
mailer  will  march  into  the  reft  of  Flanders  without  any 
circumftance,  and  poffefs  himfelf  of  it  if  he  can.  This 
knowledge,  and  that  of  the  king  of  Spain*s  late  fick- 
nels,  have  given  them  ibme  perplexity  here,  which  is 
much  relieved  by  this  day's  news  of  his  recovery.    But 
we  find  nothing  yet  towards  the  redrefs  of  die  late  uiii- 
toward  anfwcr  upon  the  arbitrage. 

The  prince  of  Orange  continues  ftill  the  talk,  as 
well  as  the  defircs  of  his  journey  into  England :  but 
has  of  late  been  very  eameft  to  know  my  opinion« 
whether  he  be  like  to  procure  any  fatisfaftion  in  his 
prctenfions  there  \  faying,  as  I  guefs,  induftriouQy, 
t-:iat  all  his  beft  friends  here  are  of  opinion,  that  in  caJfe 
that  fhouid  wholly  fail  him,  his  journey  into  England 
vvimM  prove  of  great  prejudice  to  his  affairs  here,  by 
ki'inp;  his  fiiencls  fee  how  little  he  is  confidered  by  his 
rrj.ij-ily,  whc^fe  countenance  will  be  a  great  fupport  to 
him  in  the  courfc  of  his  fonunes. 

2  I  durft 
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1  durft  not  offer  his  highnefs  the  leaft  judgment  of 
my  own  upon  this  matter  \  aflfuring  him  I  was  wholly 
igncnint  of  all  his  majefty's  afiairs,  bcfides  what  rela- 
ted ro  this  country  •,  and  particularly  of  the  prclent  Hate 
of  his  revenue,  or  how  much  the  late  lupplies  have 
contributed  towards  the  eafc  of  it :  upon  which  tlic 
prince  fecmed  very  defirous  that  I  would  touch  this 
point  to  your  lordihip,  fo  as  to  have  your  thpughti 
upon  it  before  he  goes.  This  I  luppofc  proceeds  chief- 
ly from  the  princefs  dowager,  who  declared  her  opini- 
on pofitively  to  me  fomc  weeks  ago  upon  this  matter, 
ID  the  fame  purpolc,  and,  I  hear,  perfiils  in  it  j  which 
m  fhc  docs  not  in  all  things.  For,  I  can  alfure  your 
iordihip,  fhe  now  profeffes  to  be  the  moft  fatisfied 
rfut  can  be  with  my  conduft  in  relation  to  the  prince, 
and  makes  me  more  acknowledgments  than  are  fit  for 
me  to  receive,  fince  I  pretend  only  not  to  have  fpoiled 
his  bufinefs,  which  it  had  been  the  eafielt  thing  in  the 
world  for  an  Englifli  minifter  here  to  have  done.  I 
wifh  to  God  he  do  nothing  towards  the  prejudice  of  it 
himlelf,  by  advice  of  younger  or  warmer  heads  :  for 
this  i>  a  country  where  fruit  ripes  flowly  and  cannot  be 
prefer%'ed  if  it  be  gathered  green.  I  am  very  confident 
tTo:n  his  laft,  as  well  as  the  prefent  difpofitions  I  Iiere 
difcem,  that  his  fortunes  are  in  his  own  hands  ;  and  I 
hope  he  will  make  great  advantages  in  the  condud:  of 
them,  by  your  lordfhip's  advices  when  he  fees  you  in 
England,  of  whofe  prudence  and  virtues  he  will  go  over 
with  a  very  full  perfuafion. 

Monfieur  de  \Vitt  returned  ycfterday  to  town,  after 

fifteen  days  abfencc  at  Groningue,  alx>ut  the  compofing 

fome  differences  in  that  province.  •  There  is  a  violent 

humour  runs  againft  him  of  late  in  the  town  of  Amftcr- 

dam,  upon  pretext  of'his  growing  too  fir  into  the  fway of 

ill  afFiirs  in  this  State  by  fo  long  a  niinillry ;  and  of  ad- 

nincing  his  own  friends  into  offices  and  places  of  rrniu 

I  4  v.iti' 
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with  too  much  induftiy.  But  I  fuppofe  tlic  bottom  of 
this  is  the  fame  with  that  of  all  popular  humours ;  that 
is,  a  deilgn  in  the  leaders  to  change  the  fcene,  that  fo 
thole  who  have  been  long  employed  may  make  room 
for  thofc  who  have  been  long  out.  I  am  not  of  opinion 
they  will  fucceed  to  prejudice  him  fuddcnly,  both  bc- 
caufe  his  chief  enemies  acknowledge  his  great  abilities 
and  uferuincls  to  the  State,  and  becaule  he  will  always 
have  it  in  his  power  to  fall  in  very  confidcrably  with  the 
prince's  intereft,  which  the  other  par:y  pretends  to  pro- 
mote :  though  in  I'uch  a  cafe  his  highnefs  woulti  have 
a  hard  choice  with  v.hich  wind  to  fail :  as  indeed  he  is 
hk'jiy  to  fall  into  conjund:uies  here  that  will  require 
ail  his  prudtrnce. 

I  thought  fit  to  fay  dius  much  at  once  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  fo  you  may  the  better  know  what  to  make 
of  twenty  reports  diat  may  arife  upon  thefe  occafions. 
Though  it  will,  I  think,  alter  all  be  our  parts  both  in 
England  and  here,  to  fecm  the  leall  we  can  concerned 
in  them,  farther  than  our  wifhes  to  the  perfect  union 
of  a  State  we  are  fo  near  allied  to  •,  which  we  may,  I 
iuppofe,  own  our  opinion  of,  tliat  it  will  never  be  com- 
palled  but  by  taking  in  the  prince's  iiitercfts,  as  far  as 
can  coi^ififr  widi  tlie  liberty  oi  the  State  ;  and  making 
fi:ch  a  pcifon  of  him,  as  may  in  title,  expence,  and 
C'ther  circumftancc  s,  rcprefrnt  the  dignity  ot  their  com^ 
mon wealth,     I  am  ever,  my  lord,  your  iSc. 

To  the  carl  of  Iscrtbumbcrland. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  i;,  N.  S.  1670. 

BY  the  fame  pod  which  brought  nie  the  honour  of 
a  larc  letter  from  your  lordfliip,  I  received  from 
«..:  er  hpnJs  the  news  of  my  lord  or  Northumberhnd'a 
having  left  to  you  the  fucc(  Ifion  of  all  his  honours  and 
i-r-biies ;  wh'ch  gives  me  th:i  occafion  of  acknowledg- 
ir:  yoLT  IcTvifi.ip's  favour  and  memory  j  and  at  the  fame 
2  um{ 
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tiine  of  condoling  with  you  upon  the  lofs  of  a  father, 
lidide  great  virtues  and  qualities  muft  needs  have  made 
ib  many  (harers  with  you  in  this  affliftion.    I  hope  the 
hel^  which  is  mven  your  lordfhip  by  fo  many  ot  your 
ienrants  and  mends  upon  this  occaiion,  will  ferve  to 
cafe  your  own  part  in  it:  and  that,  after  all  that  can  be 
offered  up  to  decency  and  to  the  memory  of  fo  great  and 
cxceUent  a  peribn,  this  will  find  your  lordftiip  rather 
taken  up  with  the  imitation  of  his  virtues,  than  the  be- 
wailing of  his  lofs :  fince  this  is  but  what  he  owed  to 
mcure  and  to  age,  and  to  the  courfe  of  long  inHrmides  ; 
aid  the  other  is  what  will  be  due  from  your  lordfhip, 
all  your  life,  to  your  birth,  your  family,  and  yourfelf. 
Nor  indeed  can  ever  fo  much  depend  upon  fo  few  pa- 
ces, as  will  now,  upon  thofe  your  lordmip  fhall  make 
at  your  firft  letting  out;  fmce  all  men  will  be  prefag- 
iag  by  them  the  courfe  of  your  journey,  as  thu^y  will 
have  indeed  influence  upon  die  eafc  as  well  as  the  di- 
fcftion  of  it.     For  my  own  part,  I  expeft  a  great  in- 
aeaie   of  your  lordfhip's  perfonal  honour  uix)n  this 
occafion  ;  and  that  having  been  fo  excellent  a  fon  of  a 
funily,  you  will  fhew  youriclf  the  fame  in  being  now 
a  father  of  it  •,  fmce  nothing  makes  men  fit  to  com- 
mand^  like  having  learned  to  obey;  and  the  fame  good 
faiie  and  good  dilpofitions  make  men  fucceed  well  in 
ail  the  fevcral  offices  of  life.     Thofe,  I  Icnow,  will  be 
your  lordftiip's  fafety  in  entering  upon  a  fccne,  where 
JDU  will  find  many  examples  to  avoid,  and  few  to  imi- 
tae  :  for  I  have  yet  feen  none  fo  generally  corrupted  as 
ouo  at  this  time,  by  a  common  pride  ana  affectation  of 
defpiung  and  laughing  at  all  face  of  order,  and  virtue, 
sod contbrmicy  to  laws;  which,  after  all,  are  qualities 
dw  moft  conduce  both  to  the  happineis  of  a  public 
fixe,  and  the  eafe  of  a  private  life. 

But  your  lordfliip  will,  I  hope,  make  a  great  ex- 
ample, inllead  of  needing  other  than  thofe  of  your  own 
^ily,  to  which  fo  much  honour,  order,  and  dignity, 

have 
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have  been  very  peculiar  j  as  well  as  the  confequences 
of  them  in  the  general  applaiife,  and  the  particular 
elleem  of  all  thofe  who  have  had  the  honouf  to  know 
and  obferve  it.  ^mong  whom  there  is  none  more 
defirous  to  exprdfs  that  inclination*by  his  lervices,  nor 
that  has  more  of  it  at  heart  than,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
fhip's  mod  faithful  and  mod  humble  fervant* 


?V  the  Gnat  Duke  of  "Tuf- 
canf. 

Hague,  June  27, 
SIR,  N.  S.  1670. 

TjAvingfo  long  taken  part 
-*-*  in  whatever  concerns  the 
perfon  or  interefts  of  your  moft 
ierene  highnefs,  I  could  not 
fail  to  -condole  with  you  for 
your  great  lofs,  whereof  all 
Chriftendom  would  have  been 
fenfible  to  the  iaft  degree,  if 
the  grief  ft^r  fuch  an  accident 
were  not  leflcried  by  the  fuc- 
ccfEon  of  a  prince  who  has 
left  fuch  imprcHions  of  his  per- 
fon and  merits  where-ever  he 
has  appeared,  as  will  never  be 
worn  out. 

'Tis  true,  fuch  is  the  com- 
pofition  of  human  things,  that 
nothing  is  pure  or  without  mix- 
ture J  fo  that  even  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  I  fee  fome  ground  to  mix 
my  congratulation  with  my 
condolence,  when  I  confidcr 
that  yourhighnefs  has  finifli- 
cd  your  travels  before  the  ar- 
ccilion  of  this  glorious  charge. 
Your  highncfs  has  addtJ  to 
your  birth  and  wit,  all  rhe  ad- 
vantages 


AuGrandDuc  deXofcane. 


Di  la  Haye^  27  y««. 

Monjieur^  S.  JV.  1670. 

A  Yant  pris  defuis  lofigitms 
*^  ufu  aujji  grandi  part  dans 
tout  ce  qui  touche  la  perfonnt  cm 
les  intaets  de  V.  A.  Sme^  je m 
p$uveis  mcnquer  a  m'affligfr  tf- 
vec  elU  a  roccajicn  di  la  pertf 
quelle  vient  de  faire^  ^  qui  eft 
telle^  que  la  Chretiente  en  jitrui 
ir.covjVabU^  ft  la  douUur  dl'um 
e'Scyiementft  irijU  rCitoit  Jculagee 
pa*  Fidee  du  prince  qui  viemt 
remplr  la  fucajjim  \  9n  f^tdt 
que  ceji  un  pnnce  qui  a  laifst 
de  fa  per  forme  {^  de  fw  meriU 
par  tout  ou  ilaparu  des  imprefir 
§HS  qui  fu  %  effacetwnt  jamais. 

tl  ejl  vrey^  que  telL  eft  k 
iompofition  des  chofes  bumaines^ 
que  rifn  ny  eft  pur  V  fans  me^ 
hnge'y  li  bicn  (^  le  mal  ne  fi 
laiffent  guere  gouter  Jiparemmt* 
En  cette  rencontre  daiu  je  ims 
dejuey  meler  mts  congratulatimu 
a  mcs  ccndektnces'j  je  fonde  les 
premieres  fur  ce  que  I .  £•  -Siiw 
avzit  acheve  iousfes  voyages  hrs 
qiiun  Ji  ^hrieux  fardeau  luy  eft 
tombc  en  portage,    E!li  a  ajoutc 

au 
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vintages  that  tbe  commerce  of 
flraiigenisaccuftomed  Co  give ; 
snd  jou  now  find  occafion  for 
die  exercife  of  all,  towards 
die  government  of  your  fub- 
jeds.  Mj  wiflies  and  applau- 
fcs  ilialf  noc  be  wanting  to  your 
Ughneis ;  though  I  know  your 
oonduft  and  good  fortune  will 
give  me  little  occafion  but  for 
die  latter,  as  your  highncfs's 
great   qualities  have    already 

nme  a  great  deal,  to  be, 
,  ^  9ur  hi^nc&'s  moft  hum- 
ideand  moft  faithful  fenrant. 


aubonhiur  de  fa  natjfanee^  if 
a  la  penetration  difon  efprity  tout 
a  que  U  cwmurce  isf  la  compa- 
ration  de  divers  etrangers  chex 
qui  elle  avoit  fejourne^  a  accoutu* 
nu  de  donner,  Cette  riche  moif* 
fin  itant  a  peine  faitey  tant  de 
taUnsfint  mis  en  euvrage^  &  Fl 
A.  fe  veit  a  prefent  obligee  de  ks 
confacrer  aufiin  du  gouverne- 
mentdefisfujets.  Mesvoeuxii 
mes  applaudtjfemens  ne  manque^ 
rent  jamais  a  V.  A.  queyqui  fa 
conduite  li  fa  profpertte  me  re- 
pondent  qui  je  neferay  ufage  qui 
de  ces  dernier s  :Jes  grandes  queS'^ 
litez  avcient  dejafourni  beaucoup 
de  motifs  d'etre^  monfiiur^  de  Vm 
A,  Smiy  le  tris  hunJfte  if  trie 
fidelleferviteur. 


To  Sir  William  Godolphin. 

SIR,  Hague,  July  3,  N.  S.  i6yo. 

I  Have  not  had  any  thing  of  late  worth  your  trouble, 
nor  any  of  yours  by  me  to  acknowledge  ;  though 
I  Ihould  have  been  glad  to  have  received  from  your 
hand  the  afTurance  of  what  comes  to  me  more  uncer- 
ladnly  from  others,  of  the  catholic  king's  perfedl  reco- 
Tcry,  and  the  Junto's  difpofition  to  admit  fimply  of 
his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Sweden's  arbitr^e,  as 
was  propofed.  The  great  deadnefs  of  the  fcafon  in 
point  of  news  would  have  excufed  you  this  trouble, 
but  that  the  Swedifh  minifter  here  begins  to  purfue  me 
Ittrd  for  my  offices  towards  the  Spanifh  court  for  the 
£cond  payment,  which  he  reckons  to  be  already  due 
by  the  expiration  of  eight  months  fince  the  delivery  of 
the  guaranty.  But  monfieur  de  Witt  and- 1  are  both 
of  opinion,   the  Spanifh  amb^ador'^  adt  may  very 

well 
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well  be  conftrued  to  fignify  eight  mont  from  the 
figning  of  the  concert,  which  Spain  always  ififted  up- 
en  as  an  cfiential  part  of  the  guiuanty  ^  Un^  to  begin 
the  payments  only  upon  the  ftgning  of  it,  which  was 
the  1.1  tt  of  January  paft  •,  by  which  calculation  the 
ftcond  payment  v.iil  grow  dac  at  the  end  of  next  Sep- 
tember. But  this  is  httcr  to  be  argued  by  Spain  than 
by  us;  and  that  which  is  more  necefiary,  is  for  them 
to  provide  fo  as  the  money  may  be  ready  here  by  that 
term,  to  recover  by  the  fairnels  and  eafc  of  this  pay- 
ment the  credit  they  loft  in  Sweden  by  the  difficulties 
of  the  laft.  In  the  mean  time*  if  you  can  perfuade  the 
Span  lib  court  to  fignify  to  the  Swedifli  minifter  either 
there  or  here,  that  th(^y  have  been  put  in  mind  of  k 
by  you  ;  and  to  have  it  lb  much  in  their  care  as  to 
provide  that  it  (hall  not  fail  at  the  end  of  September, 
which  they  take  to  be  the  term  it  grows  due ;  you 
will,  I  fuppofe>  perform  an  oflice  both  neceifary  and 
grateful  to  all  the  parties  inters  J  ted  in  that  affair*  The 
Dutch  would  have  enjomed  it  to  thrir  minifter,  if  they 
had  any  prefent  at  Madrid;  the  want  ot  which  gives 
you  more  than  your  lliire  in  chefc  cranlaftions.  They 
would  fain  engage  monfieur  Beverning  to  accept  of 
that  cmpioyment ;  which  1  wifli  for  your  fake,  but  1 
doubt  its  fucceeding. 

Hic  prince  of  Orange  intends  to  go  for  England  a- 
bout  the  end  ot  this  month  \  and  my  lord  Oflbry  is 
(hortly  expeded  here  to  attend  him  in  his  journey.  I 
am  always,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  lervant^ 

^0  the  carl  of  E£tX. 

My  Lord,  HapTC,  July  7,  N*  S.   1670, 

II  lave  received  by  this  Uft  poft  the  favour  of  one 
from  your  exct.l!cncy  of  the  18th  paft,  whicb 
gives  me  the  hoj^s  of  a  fudden  difpatch  in  your  pre- 
fent negotianon*Si  and  die  very  welcome  news  of  your 

intemioa 
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incentioa  to  pals  this  way  in  your  return;  where  I 
Ihall  be  very  slad  to  find  the  occaflons  1  defire  of  ferv* 
ing  your  lordSiip  in  a  place  that  indeed  better  dcferves 
a  pafling  vifit  than  any  long  abode. 

Your  excellency  will  have  received  by  a  former 
koer  my  condolements  upon  my  lord  Nonhumber-* 
hod's  death,  which  indeed  was  very  untimely  for  him- 
felf,  his  family,  and  his  friends.  But  if  we  needed 
greater. exaimples  how  little  defence  is  to  be  found  a- 
gainft  that  enemy  either  from  greatnefs  or  from  youth, 
ISC  ihould  have  received  a  very  fufficient,  as  well  as  a 
very  &d  one  by  an  exprefs  which  brought  this  morning 
the  news  of  Madame's  death,  by  particular  letters  both 
ID  the  States  and  to  the  Prince  ot  Orange. 

The  French  courier  being  not  expedled  till  to-mor- 
row mormng,  I  have  not  yet  received  any  letter  of  it 
finwn  my  lord  ambaflador  at  Paris;  and  therefore 
ihall  give  your  lordlhip  the  relation  jufl  as  it  comes 
b  the  prince's  letter,  which  fays,  that  on  Sunday  laft, 
being  the  29th  of  June,  N.  S.  Madame  having  eaten 
Tcrv  well  at  dinner,  and  continued  fo  fome  hours  af- 
lerwards,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afterrioon,  called 
for  a  glafs  of  fuccory  water,  which  fhe  ufed  to  take 
every-  day  about  that  hour  -,  and  having  drank  it  off 
complained  chat  it  w.is  very  bitter,  and  prclently  after 
began  to  find  herfclf  ill,  and  fell  into  violent  fits  of 
fhc  cholic  i  upon  which  fhe  faid  that  (he  was  fure 
fJK  flicul J  die,  and  immediately  fent  for  her  confclfor, 
asd  wi:h  great  relblution  difpoled  herfclf  to  it,  by 
pafling  through  all  the  fcrms  of  that  church  upon  fuph 
occafions.  '1  he  news  cf  her  highncfs's  illnefs  was 
knmediately  difpatched  from  5t.  Clou  wlicrc  the  court 
Chen  was,  and  occafioned  the  king's  coming  preienr- 
ly  to  her,  v/ho  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  that  night, 
mA  brought  his  chief  phyfician  with  him  •,  who  both 
began  to  comfort  her  ficknefs,  and  affure  her,  that  her 
cholic  could  not  eafily  carry  av;ay  a  perfon  of  her  age. 

But 
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But  (he  perfifted  in  afluring  them  of  her  death,  Qxiftf 
a  good  while  foftly  to  the  king ;  and  afterwards  faid 
iloud,  that  (he  had  no  regret  at  all  to  die ;  but  th« 
her  greateft  trouble  was  by  fo  hard  a  reparation  to 
I<^  his  majefly's  friendihip  and  good  graces  which  he 
had  always  exprefled  to  her.  She  fpoke  to  Monfieiir 
in  the  fame  terms  about  her  great  wiUingnefs  to  die  \ 
which,  (he  faid,  was  the  more,  becaufe  ihe  had  ix>r 
thing  to  reproach  herfelf  of  in  her  conduft  towards 
him. 

The  king  left  her  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  his 
phyfician  alfuring  him  (he  could  not  die  of  a  choJic« 
or  at  leaft  not  fo  fuddenly  as  flic  feemed  to  apprehend: 
but  her  illnefs  and  p^n  increafmg,  fhe  expired  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  great  fadnefs  in 
that  court,  and  regret  in  all  thofe  who  had  the  honour 
to  know  her. 

Your  excellency  will  eafily  imagine  how  fenfib^ 
his  majefly  will  be  touched  by  this  affliction ;  and 
therefore  I  am  fure  you  will  receive  the  fame  part  in  k 
that  I  and  all  the  reft  of  his  fcrvants  ought  to  do  S 
which  I  fhall  not  increafe  by  enlarging  upon  fo  fad  i 
ftorj%  farther  than  by  one  particular  more  of  the  prince^ 
letter  ;  tliat  her  body  being  opened  in  the  prelence  of 
feveral  perfons,  and  among  them  my  lord  amballa- 
dor,  they  could  not  find  the  caufc  of  fo  fudden^ 
death. 

Our  news  from  Bruflels  is,  diat  the  Conftable  was 
to  depart  from  thence  on  Saturday  laft,  leaving  the 
count  de  Monterey  governor  of  thofe  countries  by  the 
queen  regent's  commifTion  for  the  interim,  until  li 
new  governor  fliould  be  fent  from  Spain,  who  they 
give  out  will  be  Don  John,  and  that  he  will  be  thert 
in  a  very  little  time,  and  take  upon  him  that  govern- 
ment for  his  life :  but  the  certaint}'  of  thi:>  we  mufl 
expeft  hereafter  from  Spain.  The  Danilh  envoy  hew 
tells  me,  lie  intends  to  go  very  fliortly  for  Copenhagen, 

and 
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ud  that  he  Yvoifes  to  find  your  excellency  there,  wherein 
I  CQoitis  I  ciider  with  him.  I  (hould  be  very  glad  to 
know  whether  he  did  me  the  right  of  conveying  z 
fccrer  I  wrote  to  monlieur  Guldenlew,  in  anfwer  to  one 
I  received  from  him  upon  his  laft  arrival  in  Denmark. 
Your  Jordlhip  will  oblige  me  to  let  one  of  your  fe- 
crcuries  inform  himielf  from  one  of  his,  whether  fuch  ' 
a  kner  was  received,  without  drawing  it  into  any  far- 
dcconfequence. 

I  befeech  your  lordfhip  to  believe  me  always  what 
I  am  with  very  much  fincerenefs,  my  lord,  your  ex- 
odkocy^s  moft  faithful  and  mod  humble  fervant. 

To  my  lord  Berkeley. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  11,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Received  one  from  your  Excellency  of  the  nth 
pad,  by  which  you  were  pleafcd  both  to  oblige 
aid  inform  me  :  nor  could  any  thing  happen  more 
^reeabie  to  me  than  an  occafion  of  acknowledging  as 
I  ought  the  favour  you  diere  exprefs  both  to  my  friends 
m  Ireland  and  to  me :  of  which  I  am  equally  fen- 
Eble. 

I  doubt  not  but  your  lordfhip  will  find  in  die  loofc 
pofture  of  aftairs  in  Ireland,  a  great  fubjeft  for  your 
pudence  and  induftry,  in  the  application  whereof  I 
wiih  your  lordfhip  all  fuccefs  and  glory,  being  inca« 
|H)Ie  at  this  dillance  to  make  any  refledUons  on  parti- 
coiars,  either  the  evils  or  the  rcdredes  :  only  as  an  old 
fervant,  I  may  have  the  liberty  ot  putting  your  lord- 
fcp  in  mind  of  one  point  wherein  your  reputation  is 
■Dch  concerned,  and  upon  which  I  doubt  you  do  not 
Midi  reflefb :  but  if  you  fhould  continue  this  luxu- 
■Dus  cuftom  of  getting  a  lufty  boy  every  year,  people 
vfll  think  that  you  live  like  a  voluptuous  young  man 
rf twenty  years  old,  and  not  like  a  (laid  and  wife  go- 
mnor  of  a  kingdom:  nor  am  I  very  well  fatisfied  my- 

fdf. 
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felf,  whether  it  be  a  thing  that  confifts  with  the  gravity 
of  a  privy  counfellor,  much  lefs  of  a  lord  lieucenanL 
But  when  I  confider  that  of  fo  good  a  race  we  cannot 
have  too  many,  I  am  forced  to  leave  my  cenfures  to 
give  your  lordfhip  much  joy  of  your  Irifhman. 

We  have  nothing  here  in  difcourfe  but  the  fad  and 
furprifing  news  ot  Madame's  death :  of  which  your 
lordfhip  will  have  the  particulars  from  fo  many 
hands,  that  I  will  not  repeat  them ;  nor  enter  into  the 
general  refledttons  that  are  made  upon  it  in  all  places, 
I  think,  I  am  fure  here,  without  fcruple  or  diipute. 

TheConftable  is  gone  for  Spain,  and  left  his  gpvcm- 
ment  much  as  he  held  it :  nor  can  I  judge  whether  it 
came  from  his  natural  temper,  or  fome  contrafted  in- 
difpofitions ;  for  his  health  has  been  of  late  the  cover 
for  it :  but  thefe  fix  or  eight  months  paft,  he  has  been 
obftinate  to  hear  nothing  of  bufinefs,  returning  all  thac 
has  offered  by  his  neareft  officers,  with  *  ^ire  mater- 
fHe  ?  and  pafTmg  his  time  with  his  virginals,  his  dwarf, 
and  his  graciofoes.  Some  fay,  his  imaginations  reach* 
ed  fo  far  as  to  raife  up  fpirits  and  affaflins  when  he  wis 
alone. 

If  Spain  has  no  greater  men,  it  is  pity  they  have  fo 
great  ufe  of  them ;  for,  I  am  fure,  Non  tali  auxilio  nee 
defenforibus  ijlis  Tempus  eget.  He  has  left  the  govern- 
ment for  the  interim^  by  the  queen  regent's  order,  to' 
the  count  de  Monterey,  whom  he  hated ;  and  I  heat 
count  Marfyn  fays,  he  will  not  obey  a  man  -f  qtd 
tic  fait  quenaitre\  bccaufe  he  is  but  twenty  eight  years- 
old  ;  but  they  have  fucceeded  fo  ill  with  one  ||  qui  ne 
fcngecit  qu\i  mcurir^  that  1  think  it  will  not  pafs  for  a 
very  juft  exception ;  and  our  friend  count  Marfyn, 
who  is  hot  at  hand,  will,  I  hope,  come  to  himfclf,  and 
help  to  keep  all  things  quiet  in  Flanders  till  Don  John's. 
arnval,  which  is  now  talked  of,  but  I  am  not  die  ea- 
fieft  to  believe  it.  1  beg 

•  Wh;f  Jo  you  kill  me,  f  ^'^«  "  but  juft  tern.  ||  fFbo  thoaght 
•fwMbing  but  dying. 
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1  b?g  70ur  lordlhip's  favour,  or  rather  jufticc,  both 
to  tlixm  and  uft:  me  as,  my  lord,  your  isc. 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  15.  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Was  very  glad  to  find  that  the  grcac  iriealure  of  his 
majtily's  grief  upon  Madamc's  death  was  a  little 
ic&ned  by  die  ht.s/action  he  had  received,  that  it  had 
palled  without  tha:  o  Jious  circumftance  v/hich  was  at  firfl: 
lb  g-neraJly  thought  to  have  attended  it  \  and  of  which  I 
endeavour  in  my  diiLOurlc  here  to  allay  the  lufpicions, 
£nce  I  fee  his  majcfty  is  convinced ;  though  it  is  a  very 
dnEcult  matter  to  iiicceed  in,  after  fo  general  a  pot- 
feUon,  which  has  been  much  increafed  by  the  Princcfe 
Dowagers  curiofity,  to  aflc  her  phyficians  opinions 
upcn  the  relation  tranlmitted  hither  to  one  cf  them 
fro.Ti  his  brorhtr,  who  is  the  Dutch  fecretaiy  at  Paris  5 
anu  pret:ends  it  came  from  Dr.  Chamoerliiin,  though 
Jbrr.etuing  different  from  what  he  tranlmitted  into 
Er-g-mu.  However  it  happened,  it  had  certainly  all 
the  circumftance?  to  aggravate  the  afi^ifcion  to  his 
maelh';  which  I  am  infinitely  touched  v. ieh,  as  well 
IS  wiih  tlie  fenfe  of  an  accident  in  itl'irlf  fo  deplorable  : 
fau:  it  is  a  nectfiar/  tribi-tc  we  pay  for  the  Londnuance 
of  our  own  lives,  to  bewail  the  frequent,  and  fometimes 
nniimely,  d^^aths  of  our  Iriends.  Et  Itiiiis jit patientii 
fttcquui  ccrrigerc  a:  nefis. 

The  baron  d'lfol.j.  paited  this  day  f^^r  Bruflcls  -,  from 
whence  he  toiJi  ine  iv:  would  aiilwcr  your  lord  (hip's 
faft  letter,  by  v.liich  he  DrcrLnds  to  have  cirawn  confi- 
dence of  his  propr)f.trs  fucceeding  in  lMi^',land  with  the 
temper  the  Duccii  had  given  it  here  :  i;u*c  he  does  not 
prCiS  ihe  matter  niiicr:  it  prcfcnt,  becaulc  h*  docs  not 
prttend  that  the  crr.p<  vcr".s  rclbiutions  ar^  tuiJy  t;iken 
upon  it,  nor  wi!i  be  t-li  cu'ljj*  the  inrorv  ilw,  wliich  is, 
as  he  fays,    about  this  time  contrived   between  the 

Vol.  II.  K  cleaors 
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• 
cltftors  of  Mentz  and  Triers ;  where  an  envoy  from 
tbe  emperor,  another  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and 
(as  the  baron  pretends)  from  fome  other  German 
princes,  are  to  intervene,  where  the  meafures  will  be 
fully  taken  among  them.  In  cafe  his  majefty  ihould 
fall  into  the  thoughts  of  admitting  that  conjundlion, 
as  monficur  de  Witt  tells  me  he  has  likewife  foine 
hopes  given  him  from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen ;  I 
think  it  were  beft,  however,  referving  the  declaration  of 
any  fuch  confent  until  he  were  very  well  aflfurcd  of 
the  emperor's  and  the  other  German  princes  final  and 
firm  refolutions  ;  which  I  know  not  whether  we  may 
be  confident  of  learning  from  the  baron  d'Ifola,  wbote 
buiinefs  fcems  to  be  rather  firfl  to  draw  out  our  points, 
and  make  them  his  ground  for  perfuading  his  court  to 
agree  with  them  •,  and  thereby  value  himfelf  both  to 
his  mafter,  the  German  princes,  and  odiers,  upon  his 
own  being  the  author  ot  fo  great  a  negotiation :  and 
perhaps,  if  his  majefly  have  a  mind  to  fee  the  bottom 
of  it,  and  wiflies  it  effected  for  common  intereft  fake» 
he  could  not  do  better  than  to  acquaint  the  eledlor  of 
Mentz  privately  with  his  thoughts  upon  it,  and  leave 
him  to  make  ule  of  that  knowledge  towards  the  prepir- 
ing  all  pieces  for  the  work.  For  I  find  that  prince  muft 
be  the  Ipring  of  all  the  motions  that  are  made  in  it  on 
the  German  fide:  fo  that  all  will  depend  upon  his  di& 
pofitions  and  conduft;  which  for  my  part  I  pretend 
not  to  underftand  yet  in  this  alFair :  for  though  ha 
late  envoy  here  vifited  me  with  great  profeflions  from 
his  mafter  to  his  majefty,  and  much  civility  to  me  1 
yet  I  fell  into  no  fort  of  plain  or  confident  difcourfe 
with  him  upon  this  matter-,  but  finding  him  rather 
fhy  in  it,  I  refolved  not  to  be  behind-hand  widi 
him  in  that  point :  and  fo  we  parted  as  wife  as  wc 
met. 

By  this  day's  poft  I  hear,  the  couiit  de  Monterey  is 

deplared  governor  of  Flanders  by  way  of  interim  \ 

I  whid) 
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'wWch  yet  may  laft  longer  than  is  thought  of,  accord- 
ing ro  the  flo^^ncfs  or  uncertainty  of  the  Spanifh  coun- 
fc-i,  cfpecialiy  Don  John  having  now  finally  refufcd  to 
accep:  that  charge.  The  count  Marlyn,  1  hear,  lays 
he  will  not  obey  a  mzn  qui  tie  fait  que  nditre  \  becaufc 
the  count  Monterey  is  but  twenty-eight  years  old,  and 
thersrfore  fets  on  foot  already  many  brigues  againft  him 
both  in  Spain  and  Flanders,  which  wc  here  tear  may 
produce  very  ill  effects  by  increafing  the  dilbrders  of 
r landers,  and  thereby  the  temptations  of  France ;  tho* 
I  hope  our  friend,  who  you  know  is  fomcthing  liot  at 
hand,  may  yet  come  to  himfelf :  for  methinks  his  ex- 
oepdon  againft  the  new  governor  is  not  very  juft,  af- 
ter having  fo  long  obeyed  a  man  that  thought  of  no- 
thing but  dying,  and,  for  ought  I  hear,  was  by  that 
a4)prehenfion  rendered  unfitter  for  his  poit  than  any  he 
could  have  met  with  to  leave  in  it,  without  very 
great  luck.  They  much  perfuade  me  here  to  make  a 
journey  to  Bruflels  in  this  conjunfture,  having  heard 
me  fpcak  of  it  this  fummer,  and  of  having  his  majefty's 
kavc,  becaufe  thty  know  I  am  acquainted  with  thofe 
a:  prelent  upon  the  fcene :  I  find  their  deputies  have 
no  credit  there,  and  come  back  only  with  diflaiis- 
faoxm  and  complaints :  I  fee  nothing  like  to  take  me 
Dp  here,  when  I  have  obferved  this  aflembly  of  the 
&ates  of  Holland,  and  what  they  will  do  and  pro- 
jnife  further  in  the  prince's  bufinefs,  which  a  formight 
will  determine,  and  theRfore  am  well  enough  inclined 
ID  it :  but  (hould  be  much  the  more,  if  his  majefly 
ftould  think  fit  to  compliment  the  count  Monterey  up- 
a  this  occafion,  and  lave  the  expence  of  any  exprefs 
pofon,  by  fending  him  a  letter  with  me  to  be  de- 
livered as  one  that  goes  wholly  incognito,  and  without 
any  charafter,  as  was  laft  year  intended  I  fliould  have 
done  to  theConftable:  of  which  your  lordlhip  can  eafi- 
ly  fatisty  me. 

I  find  the  prince  has  put  oflf  the  thoughts  of  his 
K  2  journey 
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journey  till  towards  the  fitting  of  the  Parliament,  up- 
on which  your  lordfhip  has  v/rit,  by  whofe  advice 
his  highnefs  refolves  to  fteer  in  the  courfe  of  his  af- 
fairs and  motions  relating  to  England.  I  am  ever,  my 
lord,  your  ^c, 

To  Sir  John  Trrcor. 

S  I  R,  Hague,  July  22.  N,  S.  1670. 

I  Am  at  once  to  acknowledge  both  yours  of  the  ift 
and  5th  current,  with  the  inclofed  names  of  the 
Scots  minifters  in  the  firft  -,  and  in  the  other  the  laft 
paper  concerted  with  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  con- 
cerning the  affair  of  Surinam. 

Upon  what  concerns  the  Scots  minifters,  1  gave  ih 
ycfterday  a  memorial  to  the  States  •,  U{X)n  which  I  re- 
ceived this  day  a  meflage  from  them,  exprefllng  their 
readinel's  to  perform  all  parts  of  their  treaties  with  his 
majefty ;  and  defiring  to  know  from  me  the  fevend 
prefent  abodes  of  the  faid  perfons,  to  the  end  they 
might  direft  their  orders  to  them  accordingly.     But 
in  this  point  I  was  not  able  to  anfwcr  them  at  fo  ftioit 
warning,  having  not  yet  upon  enquiry  heard  of  any  of 
the  three  perfons,  excepting  Mackard,  who,  it  feems» 
lived  fome  months  fince  privately  at  L^trecht  -,  but  whe- 
ther he  continues  ftill  there  or  no,  I  am  yet  ignorant; 
and  therefore  I  told  the  States  agent,  that  I  would  en- 
deavour to  inform  myfelf  of  their  abodes  if  I  could  \ 
but  would  r/.*:  cake  rpon  mc  to  find  them  out  in  any 
certain  place,  fince  it  was  the  cuftom  and  intereft  of 
fuch  men  ro  be  as  private  as  th«y  could,  and  to  ftuft 
often  :  and  dierefore  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  like  to 
reach  them  but  a  publication  01  their  names,  with  the 
States    or.kTs    for    thrir    avoiding    thcie   dominions; 
whicli  rt  fonic  rime  and  plr.re  or  othtT  could  not  fail 
of  coming  to  d)em,  and   have  the  lame  effecl  that 
coi:]d  bccxiv'cted  froin  a  more  r.^Mi-.ular  aircviiop. 


and  aber  Minifiers  qJ  State.  t^j 

1  fpoke  with  monfieur  de  Witt  this  morning  con- 
ccnnng  your  laft  paper  of  Surinam,  which  he  peruledy 
kfldng  not  fcen  it  before,  nor  heard  any  thing  of  it 
fiom  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen:  and  therefore  he 
fikl  the  States  could  not  fall  upon  the  debate  of  it 
without  knowing  upon  what  grounds  or  confiderations 
uxmikur  Van  Beuninghen  might  have  made  theie 
changes  fince  his  laft  paper  upon  this  fubjedb,  which 
dieycxpeifled  would  have  been  final  in  this  matter. 
Itfides  fbme  point  wherein  he  thought  the  flyle  not  fo 
dtar,  he  obterved  two  main  alterations  in  the  fub* 
ftuce :  the  firft  is,  that  our  fhips  could  not  carry 
•  da  canons  month  dans  la  riviere :  which,  he  faid, 
inports  that  they  might  carry  what  cannon  they  pleafe, 
hAcy  were  not  mounted,  which  is  not  the  bufinefs  of 
m  hcMjr's  time  -,  and  is  contrary  (as  he  faid)  to  your 
fiift  agreement  with  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen.  The 
&oond  was  concerning  major  Bannifter ;  whole  landing 
k  here  pofitively  allowed  with  the  lit)erty  of  going  to 
kis  own  colony.  Both  which  were  (as  he  fays)  refer- 
ittl  in  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  laft  paper  to  the  go- 
vernor's difcretion  and  judgment,  whether  it  might  be 
done  without  danger  to  the  colony.  Upon  both  thefe 
points  we  had  large  difcourfes,  which  ended  with  his 
aSiiring  me,  that  he  fliould  be  the  laft  to  raife  any 
fcrupies  upon  either  of  them ;  but  doubted  that  the 
Zealanders  might  thereupon  (efpecially  the  laft  con- 
Ctming  major  Bannifter)  change  their  late  protefta- 
tioofi  to  clamours,  which  might  occafion  the  States- 
.General  to  make  more  difficulty  in  thefe  changes,  un- 
Je&  they  were  fatisfied  in  the  reafons  of  them  by  mon- 
fieur Van  Beuninghcn's  difpatches,  to  which  all  was  of 
Beceffity  to  be  referred. 
I  I  hear  monfieur  Lionne  entertained  the  Dutch  fecre- 
I  lary  at  Paris  with  the  news  he  had  received  from  Ma- 
l  drid,  of  that  crown's  joining  this  State  with  his  ma- 

by  *  Cannons  mounted  in  the  river, 
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jefty  and  Sweden  in  die  arbitrage ;  and  at  the  (s 
time  with  many  realbns  why  his  mafter  could  not 
mit  of  it ;  though  he  faid  he  had  not  yet  commi 
cated  it  to  him  :  however  the  dedared  opinion 
fuch  a  minifter  Teems  to  raife  a  flrong  prejudice  in 
cafe. 

I  am  forry  the  bufinefs  of  conventicles  gives  yoi 
much  trouble,  and  could  wilh  we  were  at  a  good 
of  all  fuch  controverfies,  which  make  his  majefty 
pear  abroad  to  have  fo  great  and  confiderable  a  ni 
ber  of  fubjefts  that  have  not  learned  to  obey  him, 
confcqucntly  make  up   no  part  of  his  ftrcngth, 
feem  rather  to  leflen  it,    and   amule  people  bod 
home  and  abroad  with  imaginations  of  changes, 
monfieur  Van  Bcuninghen  hath  reprefented  it  hither 
bufmcfs  which  his  majefty  will  eafier  mafter  than 
fcem  to  be  confident  of:  but  their  intereft  here  i 
help  them  to  believe  as  well  as  to  defire  it,  upon  the 
Delation  of  fo  many  pcrfons  and  flxKks  as  will 
Drought  over  to  them  upon  this  occafion ;  and  m 
as  they  fuppofc,  a  confiderable  increafe  of  their  t 
and  diminution  of  ours.    I  am  always,  Sir,  your  i 

To  the  Count  de  Monterey.     Au  Comte  de  Monte 

Hague,  July  22.  Dela  Haytj 

My  Lord,         N,  S.  1670.  Monfieur^          S. 

rj  Aving  long  taken  part  in  A  ^ant  pris  dfpuis   lom^ 

*^   what  regards  the  perfon  -^   beaucoup  de  part  dan 

and  interefts  of  your  excel Icn-  ce  qui  tcuche  la  pt-rfonne  I 

cy»  and  having  heard  of  your  tnterets  de  V.  E.  tf  venant 

advancement  to   fo    great    a  prendre  qu' elk  a  etipQunme 

charge  as  that  of  governor  of  charge  aujji  importante  qu^ 

the  Netherlands,  J  would  not  celle  de  gouverneur  de  Pm'is 

fail  of  giving  you  joy,  and  let-  je  nay  pas  voulu  manquer 

ting  you  kr.ovv  the  fatisfaftion  donner  el  para  bien,  W  te 

I JH;ceive  by  it  upon  many  ac-  ner  la  j  ye  que  fen  u\  n 

counts.       For,   fincc  by  the  pour plufuurs  railom.  Car 

force  of  the  prefcnt  conjunc-  que  par  tencbaimment  da 

tures,  ']9ni 
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faucty  it  wOl  be  often  neccf- 
bijiariacy  in  the  poft  I  am  in, 
to  have  fomething  or  other  to 
negotiate  with  the  governor  of 
Fhndcrs,  about  the  common 
f  inttrefb ;  I  (hall  be  very  glad 
I  to  enter  into  bufinefs  where  I 
^  hnt    already    entered   into 
fiic^dihip,  SUM  to  have  to  deal 
with  a  pcrfbn  who  has  already 
giren  mc  fo  many  te(Hmonies 
of  his  fair  and  prudent  manner 
of  tnniading,   as  well  as  of 
his  particular  inclination  for 
cmfinDing    the   alliance  be- 
tween tbe  crowns  of  both  our 
and  for  the  advance- 
ofdieirinterefts,  where- 
io  die  welfare  and  lepofe  of 
Ghriflendom  are   concerned. 
And  whereas  the  good  order 
flf  affairs  in  Flanders  is  very 
inportant  to  his  majefty  and 
dR  other  parties  of  the  triple 
alltance,     as    well  as  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  ;  1  will  hope, 
diar  by  your  excellency's  con- 
AkH  (omc  good  order  may  be 
taken  for  fettling  the  affairs  of 
the  militia  of  this  country  : 
■d  in  ihic  mean  time,  an  end  be 
to  the  complaints,  and  mi- 
of  the  inhabitants,  fince 
a  government  is  never  well  e- 
f&lifhed  but  in  the  hearts  of 
dK  fubjeds ;  nor  fo  hard  to  be 
f    ftaken,  as  when  the  genera- 
lity of  the  people,  as  well  as 
tlie  nobility,  finds  no  intcred 
in  the  change.     I  doubt  not 
but  your  excellency  propofcs 
diefe  ends,    and  will  fucceed 

in 


^zs 


jonSlures  pnfitUiS^  isT  dans  U 

pofte  cujejuisy  il  me  fera  fiu^ 

vent  mcej/ain  de  neg&tieTj   ^ 

d^ avoir  quelque  cbofe  a  demiUr 

avic  U  gouvemeur  de  Flandres^ 

jfferayfort  alfe  d^ avoir  urn  liai-* 

fan  dC affaires  avec  celuy  avec  qui 

fay  dija  dis  Uaifons  d'amitiei  je 

nufeUciu  favcir  a  faire  a  un 

fage  difpenfateur  qui  nia  deja 

donnStant  de  marques  defa  nobU 

btjudicieufi  maniere  tTagir.  A" 

vec  quelU  joye  rfay-je  point  vA 

vttre  penchant  particulier  a  af" 

fermir  Falliance  entre  Us  diux 

conronnes  de   nos    maitres^   & 

vitre  inclination  a  avancer  del 

interets  qui  m  tendent  aujourd^ 

buy  qu^a  procurer  le  bonheur  V 

Ureposde  laChretiente.  Commt 

fa  majejli  ^  ceux  de  la  triple 

alliance  ont  fort  a  coeur  Fetat 

des  affaires  de  Flandresy  aujji 

bien    que   la    ccuronne    d'Ef- 

pagne ;  je  me  fats  un  plaifir  de 

penfer  que  par  la  bonne  conduiti 

de   V.  E.  on  fera  enfin  quelque 

bon  regltment  iouchant  la  miUce 

de  Pa'iS'bas^  ^  qu'en  mcme  terns 

on  mettrafin  aux  plaint es  t^  aux 

miferes  des  babitans  \  puis  quun 

gouvernewent  nejl  jamais  ft  su- 

rement  etabli^  que  lors  quil  a 

fon  ftege  dans  le  cosur  desfujets, 

Rien  nefl  fi  difficile  a  ebranler 

qtCun  itat  ou   la  multitude  du 

peitple  auffi  bien  que  la  noblefe 

rCapfer^oit  point  d'avantage  dans 

un  change ment*  Je  ne  doutc  point 

que  V.  E,  nej'e  Joit  deja  prcpcse 

toutes  ces  fnsy    (ff    quelle   ny 

reuffiffe^     ayant    une    eJevaiin 

K  4  (Tame 
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in  them,  becaufe  you  arc  too 
generous  to  mix  with  them 
your  own  paffions  or  particular 
interefls,  which  will  not  be 
Icfs  glorious  to  you,  than  pro- 
fitable and  happy  to  Chrilkn- 
dom.  And  bciides  the  advan- 
tage Spain  will  make  by  your 
excellency's  good  conduft, 
they  will  fave  themfelvcs  the 
trouble  to  think  of  a  new  go- 
vernor, or  to  end  an  interim 
fo  advantageous  lo  them. 

My  beft  wifhes  (hall  not  be 
wanting  to  your  excellency, 
Jior  my  fervices  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  where  they  fliall  be  ne- 
ceflary  j  for  no  man  is  with 
more  cflccm  and  truth  than  I 
am,  my  lord,  your  excellency's 
moft  humble  and  moft  afiedti- 
onate  fervant. 


fTame  afses  grande  pour  ffylmf* 
ftr  point  entrer  fts  prdpns  p4iJL 
Jtons^  ni  aucHH  irtterit  perfimL 
Une  telle  conduit ene  luy Jerafoi 
moins  gkrieuje  qu^tlle  fira  titib 
pour  la  Chretiente,  &*  outre  b 
pro/it  que  FEfpagne  en  tirers^ 
elle  luyfauvera  le  foin  dejongjtr 
a  un  nouvcau  gcuvemeury  &  k^ 
fera  prendre  le  parti  deprolm^ 
unfi  hiureux  interim^ 


A'fes  vctux  ne  manqueront  j^ 
mats  a  F.  E,  ^  mes  fervices  Je* 
conderont  mes  vaeux^  toutet  ie$ 
fois  quails  luy  feront  neceffaire%% 
car  il  ny  a  perfonne  quijoit  avee 
plus  d*ejHme  ^  di  verite  qtuji 
fkis^  mon/teury  votre^  &c. 


To  Sir  John  Trevof. 

SIR,  Hague,  July  29.  N.  S.   167a 

IA  M  to  acknowledge  one  from  you  of  the  12th,  and 
hope  the  Dutch  captain  you  therein  mention  is 
before  this  time  arrived,  and  will  prove  what  you  de- 
Cre  him,  and  thereby  deferve  the  encour^ement  you 
intend  him.  I  know  not  why  monfieur  Van  Beunin- 
ghen  Ihould  at  prcfcnt  revive  the  propofition  conctm- 

ing  the  emperor's  admifTion  ;  fincc  monfieur con- 

fcffcs  he  thinks  there  will  be  difficulties  made  in  it  by 
the^  emperor  himJ?:lf  •,  who  has  not  yet  declared  him* 
lelf  to  the  clcsflior  of  Mentz,  nor,  I  believe,  to  the  baron 
d'Tiola  ncirhcr ;  though  it  l)e  true  what  you  obfervc, 
^hat  it  ought  to  be  autlicntickly  demanded  on  that  fide. 
I  hear  r.o  hop?s  at  aW  from  France  of  admitting  this 
State  into  a  part  of  the  arbitrage :  fo  that  if  Spain 
I  per- 
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perfilb  in  the  demand  of  it,  as  France  no  doubt  will  do 
in  die  refufal,  we  (hall  be  as  much  to  feek  in  the  end 
inf  die  year,  as  we  were  in  the  b^inning. 

For  what  concerns  the  commands  I  received  about 
die  three  Scotch  minifters ;  though  I  cannot  find  out 
dnr  preient  abodes,  yet  I  quellion  not  to  obtain  what 
B  defiled  againft  them  :  there  can  only  be  one  fcruple, 
tf  diefe  States  will  adhere  (hidtly  to  the  treaty,  which 
k  die  authentic  knowled^  of  their  being  declared  re- 
bds  by  his  majeftv ;  which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know, 
if  it  be  lb ;  thougn  I  Ihall  in  the  mean  time  purfue  it, 
as  if  I  expelled  no  farther  informations. 

I  have  lb  far  prelled  them  here  upon  allennng  to  the 
hft  paper  tranfinitted  by  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  up* 
qatbe  affair  of  Surinam,  that  the  Sutes  of  Holland  have 
i|peed  to  it,  and  appointed  three  perlbns  to  endeavour 
cUier  to  diQx>ie  or  to  quiet  the  Zealanders,  and  to  pals 
it  in  the  States  General :  and  I  hope  it  will  fuccecd,  the 
town  of  Amfterdam  concerning  themfelves  particularly 
in  it  for  the  fupport  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  cre- 
dit 

The  aflembly  of  the  States  of  Holland  will  feparate  on 
Friday  next,  and  are  yet  likely  to  agree  in  the  long 

S'tated  impofitions  upon  the  French  commodities  be- 
:  they  part  j  the  town  of  Rotterdam  having  (as  I 
kar)  this  day  at  length  ailented ;  but  with  condition 
diat  it  Ihall  not  be  executed  till  after  monfieur  de  Groot*s 
tnival  in  France,  and  account  from  thence  whether 
4ttt  king  be  difpofed  to  difpenfe  with  the  late  rigours 
dne  uied  for  difcouraging  all  Dutch  commodities. 

Though  nothing  has  been  yet  mentioned  in  this  afiem- 
fcly  concerning  the  prince  -,  yet  I  am  made  believe  they 
may,  before  diey  part,  fettle  a  penfion  upon  him, 
though  a  fmall  one  of  twenty-four  or  thirty  thoufand 
franks  a  year,  being  only  in  confideration  of  his  feflion 
in  the  council  of  State.     I  am  always,  Sir,  your  £fr. 


138  Letters  of  Sir  William  tempie. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  12.  N.  S.  1670^ 

SINC  E  my  laft,  the  States  agent  brought  me  a  €cv> 
py  of  the  Iptter  they  had  agreed  on  to  the  gty- 
vemor  of  Surinam  j  which,  I  fuppofe,  they  delayci 
till  about  the  time  of  their  difpatching  it  away,  b6* 
caufe  they  knew  I  would  except  againft  the  limitation 
given  to  major  Bannifter's  landing  ;  though  they  aflure 
me,  the  governor  (hall  have  orders  not  to  hmdcr  it 
without  very  evident  knowledge  of  the  ill-confequenoe 
it  may  have  upon  the  peace  of  the  colony ;  and  that 
the  Zealanders  were  fo  fharp  in  this  point,  that  thef 
could  not  pafs  it  in  any  other  form.  I  have  likewi% 
fincc  my  laft,  been  aflured,  fix)m  the  feveral  muu- 
fters  here,  that  the  orders  I  defirc  concerning  the  Scotch 
minifters  would  be  granted :  but,  that  the  thing  be- 
ing propofed  to  the  States  of  Holland  then  aflembled, 
whom  it  mbft  concerned,  the  perfons  being  fuppofed 
to  be  in  their  province ;  feveral  of  the  Deputies  de- 
clared they  would  not  refolve  without  communicating 
it  firft  to  their  towns,  among  whom  thofe  of  Rotter- 
dam were  the  chief:  but  their  Penfioner  monfieur  de 
Groot,  upon  his  departure  from  hence  laft  Saturday 
towards  France,  affured  me  of  his  endeavours  to  dear 
all  fcruples  in  it  before  he  left  that  town. 

I  have  fince  received  your  commands  in  one  of  the 
24th  paft  concerning  *  Coronet  Joyce,  to  which  I  can 
yet  make  no  return,  monfieur  de  Witt  being  out  of 
town,  and  not  expefted  till  to-morrow:  and  I  muft 
firft  break  it  to  him,  by  whom  I  can  beft  know  what 
I  may  hope  for  from  the  States  in  it ;  and  withal  con- 
trive how  it  may  pafs  with  fuch  circumftances  of  fecre- 
cy,  that  die  noife  may  not  go  before  the  fhot.     By  the 

•  Mentioned  in  tie  hifiorics  of  K,  Charles  I,  for  remoiing  that  king 
hy force  from  Holmebj, 

next 
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Aext  I  hope  to  g^ve  you  an  account  how  I  am  likely 
to  fuoceed;  and  in  the  mean  time  will  only  afliiie  you 
of  my  utnx>ft  diligence  in  a  matter  wheiein  you  lay 
Jiis  m^ycfty  is  fo  mudi  conc^ned. 

I  doubt  not  but  a  great  part  of  monfieur  Van  Beu* 
mofjacrCs  errand  was  to  difpofe  us  towards  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  emperor,  and  therefore  wonder  not  at  his 
cnfetdng  that  propofition :   but  yet,  fure  the  ground 
of  his  journey  was  the  defire  of  finding  ibme  temper 
m  the  bufinefs  of  the  Eaft-India  trade,  wherein  I  am 
[  very  glad  you  hope  for  (atisfa£tion  from  him ;  I  mean 
upon  tliac  (ingle  article  which  has  fo  long  ftc^pped  the 
mvinc  treaty,  and  foiled  me  abiblutely  in  the  purfuit 
i   of  it.     For  the  other  point,  I  know  not  yet  whether 
I    monfieur  de  Witt  has  received  any  new  account  from 
^  Mentz  of  the  emperor^s  intentions ;   nor  how  much 
k  figoifics  what  the  baron  d'Ifola  tells  me,   that  the 
imperial  minifter  diere  has  declared  his  mailer's  re- 
,    ftJution,    of  referring  himfelf  wholly  to  that  eledlor 
,    kx  the  condudt  and  concluflon  of  that  aflfair :  and  that 
die  iaid  elector  hath  declared  his  judgment  of  its  be- 
ing both  fit  and  necelDary;  but  that  as  to  the  propofi- 
tion offerees  to  be  fiimirtied  by  the  feveral  princes,  he 
ONJld  not  proceed  to  afcertain  it  without  more  parti- 
cular directions  from  the  emperor,  tho'  his  minifter 
there  prefled  him  to  it.     All  which  feems  to  me  a  very 
general  and  loofe  account  for  his  majefty  to  proceed 
upon  ;  and  to  have  fomething  of  the  baron  d'Ifola  in 
jl^  as  well  as  of  the  negotiations  of  Mentz :  and  yet 
d^  is  all  the  light  I  can  get  at  prefent ;   nor  do  I  well 
kQow  where  to  expeft  better,  the  States  envoy  having 
afaeady  left  that  place. 

I  (hall  not  fail  of  performing  all  the  offices  you 
fdeafe  to  enjoin  me  towards  the  preferving  our  mirual 
confidence  in  this  conjundhire;  which  I  have  endea- 
voured in  all  my  difcourfes  here  upon  the  duke  of 
Buckingham's  journey  into  France,  fincc  I  firft  heard  of 

it: 
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it:  and  I  am  confident  to  haVe  fucceeded  with  tfatf 
moil  rational  and  intelligent.     For  common  authors^ 
they  are  not  to  be  dealt  with,  being  too  many  and  too  ' 
credulous  to  be  reafoned  with  upon  fuch  points  ;  tb; 
beft  is,  their  credit  is  of  as  little  weight  as  their  belief,  '- 
and  at  laft  truth  will  ever  out. 

I  hear  the  count  Molina  parted  from  Madrid  udqii 
his  way  through  France  into  England  about  fixteen  <ttyi »' 
fince ;  fo  as  he  ought  to  be  by  this  time  well  advaiKod* 
The  Spanifh  ambaflfador  is  likewife  upon  his  recum 
fix)m  Bruflcls  hither  -,  which,  with  other  marks,  con- 
firms me  in  the  opinion  of  the  count  de  Monterey's 
being  likely  to  find  a  long  interim  in  the  government 
of  Flanders. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  increale  your  trouble,  ber 
fides  the  profeflioa  of  my  being  always.  Sir,  your  ISc. 

To  Mr.  Williamfm. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  12.  N.  S.  1670. 

1AM  to  acknowledge  the  favour  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived of  two  from  you  of  the  22d  and  26th  paft» 
with  the  advices  you  were  pleafed  to  give  me  of  yAaX 
paffes  with  you  in  my  lord  Arlington's  abfence  :  and 
know  not  what  better  return  I  can  make  you  from  io 
barren  a  fcene  as  this  is  at  prefent,  but  continuing  the 
orders  I  gave  upon  Mr.  Blaithwiut's  going  out  of 
town,  for  all  the  prints,  as  well  as  the  papers  of  oc- 
currences, to  be  conftantly  tranfmitted  to  you  by  my 
other  fecretary  Mr.  Downton ;  who  tells  me  he  does 
not  fail  you  in  thcfc  points,  no  more  than  I  fhall  do 
in  any  other  wherein  I  can  ferve  you  here. 

I  thought,  in  a  time  of  fo  little  motion  or  talk,  to 
have  ufcd  his  majefty's  leave  for  a  fliort  journey  into 
Flanders  -,  but  feme  fmall  matter  ftill  arifes  to  keep 
me  from  being  wholly  idle ;  and,  among  others,  the 
fhadow  of  the  Surinam  bufmef^  haunts  me  ftill,  tho' 

monficur 
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monSeur  Van  Bcuninghen  afifurcd  me  he  would  lay  it 
upon  his  going  over.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
find  him  as  eloquent  in  a  court  as  tncy  do  in  an  afltm- 
Hy  of  States  here,  and  that  he  proves  as  good  at  con- 
cluding as  at  rcafcning. 

I  know,  to  a  perfon  of  fo  much  bufinefs  an  empty 
letrer  is  an  interruption,  therefore  will  add  nothing  to 
this,  but  the  profeflion  of  being,  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
iervant- 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SL',  Hague,  Aug.  15.  N.  S.  1670. 

UPON  Tuefday  night  monfieur  de  Witt  returned 
to  town ;  and  the  next  morning  I  wcr.t  to  him 
upon  :V*e  alf.;ir  wherewith  you  l\:d  char^^t^ri  mc  in  your 
two  liil   I'cLtcrs   whereof  :h;it  of  the  2c;:h  })nft  gave 
Tne  r.o:icc  of  thL*  yacht's  being  diiparched  away.     1  re- 
h:..t  the  occaficn  to  monfiv^ur  dc  Witt,  and  iiis  majc- 
fxs  djfire  i:j^on  it,  as  near  as  I  could,  in  tiic  manner 
a.-d  ttrmi  you  h::u  imparted  them  to  me  ;  adding  of  my 
oxn  whatever  I  could  think  of,  conccrniiv';;  th.^  int^freft 
of  this  C".ta:e  in  fuch  compliance  to  his  ninjrily,  ;>]je- 
rlilly  \%  here  his  perfon  w  as  concerned  ;  and  how  tic  it 
was  for  them  to  pafs  over  the  want  of  fn:ail  circum- 
ftiTiCcs  and  cbligitions  e)f  treaties,    in  jnatcers  of  fo 
erca:  irr.portAncL-  to  a  King  fo  nearly  allied  to  them, 
and  in  V,  hole  r:.\:y  :ind  quiet  tliLy  were  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned .     He  aiiov.cd  all  this  latter  part  of  my  difccurfc ; 
and  for  the  matter  itfelf  which  I  defircd,  he  told  me, 
tha:  whatever  the  States  were  obliged  to  by  dvj  treaty, 
tSev    had  power  to  enjoin  the  execution  of,    becaufe 
tvery   province  had  already  given  their  confcnt  to  it  : 
but  in  <;ther  masters  the  States  General  hiul  no  power 
upon  any  point  ■■viiercin  the  jurirdidion  of  a  particular 
province  v;.:s  concerned:  the  union  conHflir.c;  cf  fc- 
VL-n  r.rovinvTc?.  wl.oll-  f«>v.-ivi;;^riiy  remained  ilill  entire 

to 
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to  each  of  them.  That  for  this  leaibn  it  was  imj 
fible  to  feize  upon  a  man  refiding  in  Holland,  and  1( 
him  over  to  his  majefly,  by  any  other  power  but  i 
of  the  States  of  Holland,  who  were  not  now  aflembi 
That  the  feizing  of  thofe  criminals  by  Sir  Geo 
Downing,  happened  to  have  been  defired  at  a  ti 
when  the  States  were  aflembled,  who  gave  their  gc 
ral  confent  to  it:  whereas  if  the  town  wherein  t 
were  had  diffented  and  ftood  upon  their  privilq 
it  had  not  been  in  the  authority  of  the  States  of  Holl 
themfelves  to  command  it. 

After  my  expoftulations  upon  thefe  forms  in  tl 
government,  which  made  it  much  harder  to  t 
with  them,  than  they  found  it  to  treat  with  o< 
princes;  and  monfieur  de  Witt's  deduftion  of  the 
veral  fovereignties  of  their  provinces,  and  privilege 
their  towns,  from  their  original,  as  well  as  the  fram 
them  into  an  union  (rather  than  a  government)  for  tl 
common  defence ;  we  fell  at  laft  into  the  confiderat 
of  what  could  be  done  upon  the  prefent  bufinefs,  15 
we  had  found  what  could  not  And  he  told  me  ip 
great  profeffions  of  his  own  defire  to  fee  it  lucceed,  1 
if  I  put  in  a  memorial  to  the  States-General,  befides 
danger  of  having  it  grow  public,  I  Ihould  lofe  juf 
much  time ;  whereas  all  they  could  do  would  be 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Committee  de  Raedt  of  Holla 
to  difpofe  the  magiftrates  ot  Rotterdam  to  feize  u 
the  perfon  I  defired,  and  keep  him  fafely  guard 
without  fofiering  any  approach  to  him  but  by  my 
der,  until  the  next  affembly  of  the  Sutes  of  Holla 
which  will  be  about  a  month  hence :  and  this,  he  £ 
the  Committee  might  do  of  themfelves  -,  and  he  ho 
they  would,  upon  my  writing  a  letter  to  the  Prefid 
efpecially  if  I  would  take  the  pains  to  fpeak  bcfi 
hand  to  the  feveral  memberr  of  it:  and  in  this  he  j 
mifed  me  his  afliftance ;  and  withal,  that  if  the  i 
giftrates  of  Rotterdam  would  feize  and  guard  him 
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die  ai&mUy  of  the  States  of  Holland,  he  would  then 
life  all  his  endeavours  to  diipofe  the  faid  aflembly  to 
'  fend  him  over  to  the  king,  though  he  doubted  much 
difficulty  in  it ;  and  that  the  town  of  Rotterdam  would 
never  coofent  to  it,  without  an  adt  from  his  majefty 
to  the  States,  that  he  fhould  be  remanded  to  their  town 
^fter  he  had  been  examined :  for  without  fuch  an  aA, 
he  (aid,  the  town  of  Dort  had  abfolutely  refufed  to 
iend  a  perfon  within  their  jurifdiflion  to  the  States 
theoifelves. 

Upon  all  thefe  difcourfes  I  refolved,  as  die  beft  I 
tould  do,  to  fpeak  feverally  that  evening  with  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee  de  Raedt  that  were  in  town, 
which  I  did  as  late  as  I  could,  fo  as  to  give  the  leaft 
time  for  die  matter's  taking  vent.  They  all  agreed  in 
die  ianie  account  of  the  conftitution  of  their  govern- 
ment, which  monfieur  de  Witt  had  given  me ;  and  af- 
fiutd  me  they  would  aA  as  far  in  this  bufinefs  as  they 
could  do  if  it  came  to  diem  from  the  States-General : 
but  withal  agreed  they  could  do  no  more  than  recom- 
mend it  to  the  magiftrates  of  Rotterdam,  upon  whofc 
rdbludons  it  would  wholly  depend.  While  I  was  late 
in  thefe  vifits  on  Wcdncfday  night,  captain  Harris  came 
to  my  houfe,  and  told  me  of  the  yacht's  being  come  to 
the  Briell,  but  fo  ill  ufed  by  the  ftorn^.s  flie  had  met  with, 
diat  Ihe  would  need  fome  repair  before  flie  could  go  to 
fea  again  •,  which  I  was  very  forry  to  hear,  confidering 
how  ill  her  voyage  was  likely  to  fuccecd,  and  that  I 
had  no  hopes  of  fending  her  back  with  her  intended 
charge.  The  next  morning  being  Thurfday,  I  fcnt  my 
letters  to  the  prcfident  juft  upon  his  going  into  the 
committee:  and  within  an  hour  after,  monfieur  de 
Witt's  brother,  who  is  a  member  of  ir,  came  to  me, 
and  told  me,  cliai  they  had  written  a  lecter  to  the  ma- 
giifa-ates  of  Rotterdam  jco  thj  fame  purpofc  I  dcfired, 
and  with  all  the  carnelln»-fs  chty  couki;  and,  to  enforce 
it  the  more  upon  them,  had  appointed  him  and  mon- 
fieur 
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Ceur  Vcorburgh,  another  member  of  the  faid  coir 
tee,  to  go  immediately  thither,  and  to  difpoff 
magiftrates  all  they  could  to  the  efFedhial  executic 
what  was  defired. 

I  acknowledged  the  care  and  compliance  of 
committee :  and  becaufc  I  knew  all  depended  i 
foddennefs  and  fecrecv,  and  that  I  had  been  aFiircc 
day  before  of  Joyce's  being  in  town,  I  told  him  d 
was  refolved  to  go  myfelf,  but  as  privately  as  I  ct 
and  be  there  as  foon  as  they:  and  while  they  ' 
difpofing  the  magiftrates  of  the  town,  I  would  ei; 
vour  to  fet  rhe  fellow,  fo  as  to  be  fure  of  him  y 
the  fcout  (hould  have  orders  to  apprehend  hi:n.  I 
this  I  went  lli*aight  to  Rotterdam,  and  got  priv: 
into  an  houfe  within  three  doers  of  Joyce's :  and 
not  been  there  an  hour,  when  the  agent  I  employe 
find  him  out,  had  met  with  him  in  the  ftreet, 
ftaid  with  him  till  he  faw  him  go  home  to  his 
houfe.  I  fent  immediately  to  my  two  commiflior 
(who,  I  heard,  had  arrived  before  me  in  town)  to ; 
them  notice  of  it,  in  hopes  of  tlieir  being  ready 
me :  but  I  found  they  were  at  the  town-houfe,  wi 
the  magiftrates  had  been  aflembled  ever  fince  their 
rival,  and  they  could  not  be  (poke  with  by  the  pe 
I  fent  to  them  till  about  an  hour  after :  and  then  i 
told  him,  that  they  had  been  dealing  all  that  time  v 
the  magiftrates,  who  made  great  difficulties  in  the 
finefs,  and  they  could  not  yet  give  mc  account  v 
they  would  refolve,  but  as  foon  as  they  could,  t 
would  come  themfelves  and  givo  me  notice  of 
After  this  I  waited  v/ith  great  fpight  and  impatie 
till  about  five  hours  after  the  magiftrates  had  h 
firft  aOembled :  the  grt:ateft  part  of  which  time  I  cc 
not  have  failed  of  n^.y  prize,  if  diey  had  fent  their 
ficers.  But  after  fevon  o'  clock  at  night,  my 
commiflioners  came  to  me  and  told  me  they  had  nt 
feca  the  magiftrates  in  greater  perplexity,  which  1 
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kept  them  fo  many  hours  unrefolved  what  to  do-,  that 
they  laid  it  was  abiblutely  againft  the  privileges  of 
rheir  town,  to  fcize  upon  any  man  without  a  particu- 
lar charge  being  ready  againft  him :  that  tlrs  \v.r\^  they 
heard,  was  a  kind  of  mad  cxtravag.irit  tellow;   that 
having  long  refided  in  their  town,  he  Cf  ild  be  guilty  of 
nothing  towards  his  majcfty,  ufilefs  it  were  ot  words, 
which  people  were  very  free  of  in  their  country,  and  a- 
nxHjnted  not  to  a  crime  that  was  thought  to  dcferve  im- 
prifonment;  that  they  (hould  have  been  glad  to  know 
the  words  he  was  accufed  of;  and  that  if  chey  fliould 
Icize  a  man  without  any  particular  charge,  the  furety 
and  protection  of  their  town  would  be  difcreditcd,  upon 
which  much  of  their  trade  depended :  nnd  tliat  tiicy 
were  confident,  no  town  in  Holland  would  do  wlut  was 
^(iredi  of  them  :    that  however  for  his  mujefty's  fake, 
and  at  the  inftance  of  the  two  commiffioners,  they  had 
atlaft  refolved  he  fliould  be  feized  on,    and  that  I 
Jhould  have  the  examining  of  him  if  I  pleafcd  :  but 
that  if  I  could  exhibit  no  particular  charge  againft  him, 
and  he  did   not  make  iiimfclf  guilty  by  his  own  con- 
fefllon,  they  muft  relealc  Iiim  the  next  day.     I  replied 
plainly,  this  was  juft  nothing  to  tho  nuqNjlo,  and  was 
only  fo  much  noile  without  any  effect :  tliJt  t'le  kiiig's 
demand   was  to  have  him  f^^nt  over,    ar.d  that  fince 
that  could   not  be  done  without  the  aflembly  of  the 
States  of  Holland,  my  defirc  v/as  to  havt!  the  man  f;:i- 
zcd  upon  and  ki'pt  till  the  faid  aiicmbly,  or  at  leaft 
till  I   received  farther  ordrrs  from  his  majiliv  •,    aiid 
kfs  than   this  was  nothing  a:  all.     Hereupon  one  of 
ri*.c  corrimifTioners,  feein[>;  how  inuch  I  ftomached  this 
dealing,  told  m.e,   the  magiftrates  ha.!  nor   i^bfokitel/ 
laid  tliey   M'ould  releale  him  :    but  tiu-  oili  r   »•  "pH/J, 
that  it   was  true  they  had  not  ablbluci'ly  i'aid  it,   uiir 
the:  he  muft  coi'tfi-fs   Vx  found  it  was  tii.,*ir  ipr-.-nii  11. 
For  my  part,  I  tlioujjlit  it  was  bt.ll  a*  a  wntuiv  u>  b;* 
once  feized  on  him  if  1  e^uilJ,  and  try  v,lu:th.r  I  C3..!d 
Vol   II.  I^  i/r 
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get  any  thing  out  of  him  upon  his  firft  furprize,  and 
leave  the  rcll  to  farther  endeavours;  and  therefore  I 
defired  however  that  he  might  be  feized.    They  told  mc, 
the  magiftrates  doubted  he  was  not  in  town :  but  when 
I  had  taken  off  tliat  by  evidence  to  the  contrary,  they 
faid  the  magidraces  did  not  know  the  man,  *  nor  any 
of  their  officers  \    but  if  I  could  fend   Ibmebody  diat 
did  to  the  town-houfc,  tliey  would  fend  their  Icout 
with  him  to  execute  what  I  defired.     1  hb  I  preiently 
did ;  but  the  perfon  I  ient  found  tlie  magiftratcs  ftiU 
unrefolved,  and  in  ver\'  ill  humour  about  it ;  and  fity- 
ing,  befides  a  great  deal  of  what  the  two  commifliQncis 
had  before  told  me,  that  in  cafe  Joyce  had  faid  he  would 
kill  the  Burgomafters,  or  bum  their  town,  yet  thqr 
Ihould  never  have  thought  of  imprifoning  him  for  it ; 
and  that  it  was  hard  to  be  put  upon  things  fo  contrary 
to  their  privileges  and  their  cuftoms,  as  well  as  their 
interefts.     My  agent,  finding  thefc  difficulties,  defired 
leave  for  me  to  ftize  him  with  fuch  j^erfons  as  I  could 
find  myfelf :  but  this,  they  faid,  could  by  no  means  be 
done  •,  and  if  it  fliould  be  attempted  without  the  offi- 
cers of  the  town,  the  burghers  would  certainly  rife  and 
refcue  him.     With  thefe  kind  of  debates  they  put  him 
off  about  an  hour  longer,  making  him  twice  withdraw^ 
and  come  in  again  to  them :  but  at  laft,  when  it  was 
grown  a  very  dark  night,    they  gave  order  to  their 
fcout  to   go  with  him,    and   apprehend  the   fellow.' 
Hereupon  they  went  and  fearchcd  his  houfe,  but  with- 
out finding  him,  and  two  other  of  his  ufual  hauna 
with  the  fame  fucccfs,  but  they  found  evident  marks 
of  his  having  had  notice  given  him  of  his  danger:  for 
one  at  his  houfe  faiJ,  he  v.  c  ndercd  I  would  fcarch  for  a 
madman,  and  that  if  he  were  afiur-d  I   defired  only 
to  examine  him,  })erhaps  it  mip^ht  be  done  •,  but  that 
for  the  prefent  he  knew  not  where  he  was,    having 
tak^n  the  key  of  his  back  door,  where  he  feemed  to 
believe  he  was  gone  out.     By  all  tliat  had  happened,  I 

found 
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found  plainly  the  magiflrates  of  the  town  had  no  in- 
tention the  thing  fhould  be  done;  and  began  to  be 
afiiired  of  what  I  had  always  doubted,  that  fuch  a 
pack  of  raicals  of  io  many  forts  as  had  been  long 
Defied  in  that  town  (more  indeed  than  in  all  the  reft 
of  Holland)  had  not  made  this  choice  without  fome 
good  aflurances  from  the  magiftratcs  of  being  pro- 
teftcd  there.  I  found  as  plainly,  that  without  their  re- 
fUuoe  and  fair  dealing  in  it  it  was  to  no  puj-pofc  for 
roe  to  endeavour  it  -,  and  diat  my  being  tlierc  was  al- 
leady  known,  and  had  given  fuch  an  alarm,  that  fome 
cf  Joyce's  crew  were  walking  continually  up  and  down 
the  (beets  thereabouts  ever  fince  it  grew  dark,  and  o- 
dicrs  of  them  (landing  at  his  door  and  his  windows :  and 
dieiefbre,  feeing  that  till  this  alarm  was  over  there  was 
DO  hopes  of  finding  my  game,  I  refolved  to  fpeak 
widi  tne  prcfiding  Burgomafter,  and  engage  him  as  far 
«  I  could  for  the  effemial  purfuit  of  the  bufmefs  j  and 
make  him  fee  I  undcrftooa  wdl  enough  how  it  failed, 
and  where  it  depended,  and  fo  leave  the  town  before 
morning  to  give  the  fellow  th?  more  fccurity.  I  fcnt 
to  the  Burgomafter  about  ten  o'clock  at  niglit,  defiring 
not  to  have  it  taken  notice  of  wlien  I  fpoke  with  him : 
bat  he  lent  me  his  excufe  by  faying  he  was  in  bed: 
rfcr  which  I  fent  for  the  fcout ;  and  wlien  he  had  con- 
fcflcd  he  had  orders  to  take  the  L-llow,  and  that  he 
knew  him  very  well  (contrary  to  what  the  magiftrates 
had  pretended)  I  faid  all  that  I  could  pofTbly  to  cn- 
Bge  him  in  the  purfuit  of  \v,  and  told  him,  as  the 
DOT  argument,  that  1  would  give  him  myfcl:*  a  hun- 
dred ducatoons  as  foon  as  e^^cr  it  was  done,  bcfjcics 
Rpitfenting  the  diligence  fo  to  his  majefty,  as  that  lie 
n^t  cxpecl  a  greater  gratuity.  And  for  the  betLcr 
cfiS^ing  of  it,  I  defired  him  to  get  me  the  keys  of  the 
town  gate  that  was  near  me,  relblving  then  to  go  out 
of  town,  and  to  pafs  with  torches  before  Joyce's  door, 
dot  io  he  might  fee  I  was  gone,  and  with  me  the  pcr- 
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fons  I  had  employed  in  this  bufinefs,    and  thereby 

row  fecure  of  any  farther  danger  for  that  night.  And 
defired  him,  that  about  an  hour,  or  two  after,  he 
would  once  more  fearch  for  him  at  his  houfe,  and  other 
places  where  he  ufed.  All  this  he  promifed  very  fairly^ 
and  all  other  diligences  in  it  for  the  future-,  but  to  fay 
the  tmth,  in  fuch  a  m-anner,  that  I  perceived  plainly 
the  fellow  had  his  inftruftions  given  him  after  anodier 
fafhion,  from  diofe  that  had  more  to  do  with  him  than 
I.  And  though  I  have  expefted  fome  news  from  him 
all  this  day,  I  yet  hear  nothing.  Since  my  coming 
home  1  have  fpoken  again  with  monGeur  de  Witt,  who 
profefles  to  be  very  forry  for  my  ill  fuccefs;  fays  I  did 
prudently  in  coming  away  after  my  firft  attempt  flailed : 
that  he  knows  not  what  to  judge  of  the  magiftrates  pro- 
ceeding till  the  return  of  the  commiffioners  ;  and 
hopes  fomething  may  be  yet  done  by  them,  becaule 
they  were  not  come  back  this  afternoon.  He  fays  he 
writ  two  letters  himfelf  to  the  magiftrates,  befides  that 
of  the  committee,  to  dilpofe  them  more-,  becaufe 
he  knew  all  would  depend  upon  their  hearty  or  faint 
proceeding  in  it,  and  aflures  me  of  all  his  farther  en- 
deavours. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam ;  they  will  not  believe 
their  laft  letter  fliould  not  fatisfy,  fince  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  had  reprefented  that  Bannifter's  abiblute 
permiflion  was  a  thing  defired  by  you,  but  not  infifbcd 
upon :  fo  that,  if  it  be  farther  preflfed,  it  muft  be  by 
your  orders  after  you  received  the  laft  papers. 

I  afk  your  pardon  for  a;iy  ill  digeftion  of  this  letter, 
as  well  as  for  writing  it  in  another  hand,  which  my 
eyes  force  me  to;  and  may  all  be  attributed  to  tli 
want  of  fleep  thefc  two  nights  laft  paft.  I  am  how- 
ever, Sir,  your&c. 
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To  my  lord  Keeper. 

^yLord,  Hague,  Aug.  19.  N.  S.  1670. 

Have  lately  received  the  honour  of  one  from  your 
lordfhip  of  the  26th  pad;  by  which  I  was  very 
y  to  find  that  any  occafions  had  at  all  ^^ithdrawn 
ir  lordfhip's  ufual  concurrence  in  all  great  affairs, 
:rein  his  majefty  ufes  the  advice  as  well  as  labours 
his  minifters ;  for  the  fteadinrfs  of  your  lord- 
>'s  judgment,  and  direftnefs  of  your  application  to 

majefty's  and  the  kingdom's  honour  and  advan- 
e  in  all  your  counfels,  gave  me  at  my  laft  coming 
r  hither  much  confidence  in  the  fucccfsful  courfe  of 

affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad:  and  the  more 
ir  lordfhip  eftranges  yourfelf  from  them,  the  more 

confidence  in  that  kind  is  like  to  abate ;  becaufe  I 

apt  to  think  it  not  only  an  ill  thing,  but  an  ill  fign 

',  am  filad  to  receive  your  lordfliip's  opinion  con- 
ning the  continuance  of  our  meafures  abroad,  be- 
tfc  I  fee  not  at  prcfent  where  we  can  take  better: 
I  I  the  more  need  fome  fuch  encouragements  as 
ir  opinion  gives  me,  becaufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
uld  not  be  very  apt  to  concur  with  you  in  it  from 
obfervation  I  can  make  from  hence  of  feveral  other 
rumftances :  however,  nothing  ought  to  difcou- 
jc  fuch  public  hearts  as  your  lordfliip  from  contri- 
:ing  all  they  can  to  the  firmnefs  of  fuch  counfels,  as 
y  efteem  mod  juft  and  fall-  at  lead,  if  we  are  not  in 
idition  to  think  lb  far  as  glorious : 

Multa  dies  variufque  labor  mutabilis  avi 
DciulU  in  melius 

We  have  nothing  new  nor  material  in  prcfent  agita- 

1  upon  this  fcene.     The  lalt  litule  commiffion  I  had 
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was  as  troublefome  as  unfuccefsful ;  and  proceeded 
certainly,  ir  the  manner  of  it,  from  want  of  knowing 
or  confidering  the  conflitutions  of  this  government; 
which  makes  me  confident  your  lordfhip  had  no  part 
in  direfting  in  it,  no  more  than  my  lord  Arlington^ 
who  was  out  of  tov/n. 

I  wifli  your  lordlhip  pcrfeft  health  SMidfatisfadtion^ 
and  that  when  neither  of  diefe  make  it  ncccflary,  you 
may  not  be  too  much  at  your  country-houfe  Tho* 
in  all  places  I  Ihall  be  ever  with  equal  conftancy  atx) 
uuth,  my  lord,  your  lordlhip's  fcfr. 

7o  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

My  Lord,  Ha^e,  Aug.  21.  N.  S.  1670, 

AS  your  grace  will,  I  hope,  meet  with  many  new 
entertainments  on  this  fide  the  water;  fo  you 
muft,  I  fear,  be  content  with  fomc  new  troubles:  for 
both  ufually  happen  upon  all  changes.  I  wifli  your 
grace  all  that  can  be  of  the  firft,  and  (hould  not  have 
given  you  any  of  the  other,  but  to  rejoice  with  you 
upon  your  happy  arrival  at  Paris. 

From  fo  little  and  barren  a  fcene  as  this  is  at  pre- 
fent,  I  cannot  offer  at  informing  your  grace  of  any 
thing ;  cfpecially,  fince  men  expeft  here  to  receive  aU 
their  material  informations  from  your  motions  where 
you  now  are,  and  from  Wiiat  fliall  fucceed  them  ai 
your  xetum.  But,  to  leave  thtfe  people  in  their  doubt* 
tul  and  myftical  reflcftions,  I  fhall  not  interrupt  either 
your  grace's  bufinefs  or  leifure  with  any  thing  boC 
what  is  plain  and  certain;  for  nothing  is  more  {f^ 
thjii  that  I  am  with  equ:il  paflion  and  truth,  my  lord, 
your  grace's  moft  obedient  and  moft  bumble  fervant. 
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To  my  lord  Falconbridge. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  22.  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Was  very  glad  to  find  by  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
firft  current,    that  the  luddennefs  oK  your  return 
thcitin  mentioned,  was  owing  to  the  difpatch  of  your 
baiinefs  in   Italy^  and  to  the  care  of  your  health ;  and 
attfcquently,   tnat  you  receive  from  it  both  honour 
and  (atisfa^ion.     I  ihall  efleem  it  a  great  deal  of  both 
ID  me,  if  you  continue  fb  favourable  intentions  as  you 
oprefs,    of    taking  this  place  in   yeur  way;  where 
your  lordfhip   may  promife  yourfelf  whatever  my  fer- 
▼iccs  can  be  worth  to  you.     I  expcft  my  lord  of  Eflex 
lith  my    lady    here  every  day;     unlefs  they  have 
duDgcd  their  defign  fince  dieir  arrival  at  Hamburgh, 
where  they  came  about  ten  days  fince,  after  my  lord's 
having  difpatched  all  his  affairs  in  the  Danilh  court. 
Our  treaty  with  Spain  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
Indies  came  figned  to  London  laft  week,  from  whence, 
I  doubt  not,  it  will  be  fuddenly  remitted  with  its  ra- 
tification.     All  here  is  in  great  quiet  and  filence,  and 
like  to  continue  fo,   unlefs  France   furnifh   us   widi 
ibme  new  diicouHe. 

I  have  hitherto  writ  by  Mr.  Pen^ich's  conveyance, 
but  chufe  to  fend  this  by  Sir  John  Finch's,  who  is  like 
ID  be  a  nearer  obferver  of  your  motions.  But  I  will 
Boc  give  your  lordfhip  a  long  and  empty  interruption, 
vhkh  has  litde  elfe  to  bear  it  out  befides  the  profcfTion 
of  my  being,  my  lord,  your  lordlhip's  moll  faithful 
bumble  fervanc. 
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To  the  Great  duke  of  Tuf- 
cany. 

Hague,  Aug.  25. 
SIR,  N.  S.  1670. 

T  Received  almoft  at  the  fame 
^   time  the  honour  of  two  let- 
ters from  your  moll  fcrenehigh- 
ncfs;  one  of  March  the  31ft, 
with  an  entire  vintage  of  the 
fined  wines  of  Italy  *,  and  the 
other  of  the  5th  inftant,  with 
your    highncfs's   condolences 
upon  the  death  of  Madame. 
The  great  delay  of  the  (hip 
that  brought  the  wine,    and 
your  highnefs's  great  difpatch 
to  make  a  compliment  fo  fad 
and  fo  obliging,  were  the  caufe 
that  two  letters  of  fo  different 
date,  arrived  almoft  together. 
For   I  have   much  reafon  to 
commend     the    diligence    of 
monficur  Ferroni,  in  convey- 
ing me  all  your  highnefs's  fa- 
vours.    I  find  the  wines  ad- 
mirable,   and  feeming  to  re- 
fcmble  their  prince,  in  having 
oft  nothing   of  their  natural 
tafte    or   goodnefs,     by    the 
length  of  their  voyage,  or  the 
extreams  of  heats  or  colds. 
And  herein  I  am  more  obliged 
to  your    highnei's    than    you 
imagine,  not  only  for  having 
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Au  Grand  Due  de 
cane. 

De  la  Hay€^ 
Monfuur^  Aouty  S,  hi* 

J' A T quafi rifu  in  mem 
lis  deux  littm  que  V,  A 
nta  fait  fhonneur  de  rnt 
Vunedatee  </«  31  de  Ma 
accompagnee  de%  plus  richt 
danges  d*Italie^  je  veux  d> 
fes  vifis  les  plus  exquis  j  L 
tre  du  5  du  csuranty    a 
compUmens  de  condolonce 
A.  fur  la  mart  de  Madat 
long  retardemerit  du  navi 
a  apporte  les  vins^  W  Pen 
ment  de  V.  A.  a  me  fair  e  1 
pliment  aujji  irifte  quohh 
ces  deux  chofes  ont  faity  q 
lettresfi  fort  elolgnees  pa 
ddteSy  fe  font  prefque  ren 
a  leur  arrivee.     Car  fa 
(oup  a  me  loiier  de  la  dili^ 
vec  laquelle  monfteur  Fer\ 
che  de  me  fair e  tenir  les  fa 
V,  A.  Les  vinsm'orjpar 
lens ;  £5*  ft  foflis-t  je  dh 
lontiersy     quils  feit.blet 
quelque  chofe  du  prime 
envzye  ;  les  changemens  dt 
la  longueur  ^  les  irav 
tranfporty  la  rigueur  de 
ni  Us  ardcurs  de  Vcte^  n 
rien  fait  perdrc  de  fa  ft 
fa  force  \  (ff  cela^  ne  f 
pas  nn  emhletne  affcz,  nati 
perfonne  de  f^,  A.  f^yy 
plus  d'obUgofion  a  V,  / 
ne  ticnfi\  fur  Jon  prtfent 
non  Jeulement  para  (/u 
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nude  me  taftc  the  delights  of  fait  gouUr  des  dtltces  du  plut 
fo  fine  2  climate  in  fo  miferable  beau  fah  du  mondi^  feus  U  cli* 
a  one  as  this ;  but  alfo  for  ha- 
ving by  the  fame  means  given 
me  the  talent  of  a  drinker,  a 
quality  I  wanted  very  much  to 
acquic  myfelf  of  an  embafiy 
in  Holland. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  your 
lugfanefs  by  your  moving  ex- 
fttSons  upon  the  deplorable 
deadi  of  Madame,  has  more 
difcoi'ered  the  beauty  of  your 
wit,  or  the  greatnels  of  your 
aflo^on  to  the  king  my  ma- 
fcr:  therefore  I  hope  your 
highnefs  will  not  take  it  ill 
ftat  I  have  lent  his  majefty  a 
copy  of  your  laft  letter,  by 
which  you  have  given  fuch 
fenilble  proofs  of  the  part  you 
Cake  in  whatever  happens  to 
the  royal  family. 

The  States  General  are  very 

much  furprized  at  the  news 

falought  them  this  day  from 

France,    in  an    exprefs    fent 

them   frsm  their  minifter  at 

Paris,  which  aflures  them  of 

the  march  of  the  French  troops 

towards  the  frontier,    to  the 

number  of  30000,  where  they 

are  to  rendezvous  at  Peronnc : 

but  it  is  not  yet  known  whe- 

dier  their  defign  be  upon  Flan- 
ders, or  this  country,  or  whc- 

4er  they  projeS    any  other 

meafurc''.  Jlowever  the  alarm 

is  here  fo  great,  that  they  have 


mat  le  plus  trifii ;  maUJur  tout^ 

para  que  fon  prefent  nCa  excite 

a  devenir  beuveur^  qualite  qui  me 

manquoit  abfolument^  i^  qui  eft 

peurtantnecejfairepeurfebien  ti-" 

rer  d^une  ambajfade  en  HoUandtm 

Je  nefey  ce  que  V.  A*  fait  le 

plus  paroitre  duns  les  extrejfions 

ft  touchantes  dont  fa   lettre  eft 

rempliey  ou  la  fecmdite  de  feu 

ejprit^  ou  fa  tendreffe  de  cosur 

pour  le  roy  men  mattre.    Ceft 

pourquoy  fcfpere  que  V.  A»  ne 

tneffaura  pas  mauvais  gre  d^a^ 

voir  envoyc  a  fa  majefte  la  copie 

defa  dernier e  lettre  y  dans  laquelle 

elfe  a  donne  des  marques  fe  tendres 

de  la  part  quelle  prend  aux  evcne^ 

mens  de  Ui  fa  mi  lie  Roy  ale. 


im- 


Les  Etats  Gcneraux  paroif 
fent  furpris  de  la  nouvelle  que 
leur  a  apporte  un  expris  depichi 
par  leur  miniftre  a  Parisy  qui 
vient  de  leur  apprendre  la  marche 
des  troupes  Franpifes  au  nombre 
de  30,000  hommes;  clles  s^avan- 
cent  vers  les  frontier es^  ^  leur 
rendez-vous  eft  marque  a  Pe^ 
ronne.  On  ne  decide  point  en- 
core fur  le  deffein  de  cette  marche^ 
i^  on  ignore  ft  elle  regarde  ou  la 
Flandre  ou  ce  Pah  icy  ;  iff  en 
ne  fait  point  ft  tapproche  de  ces 
troupes  ne  tend  point  a  cachcrles 
veritabltS  dejfeins^  tf  a  mieux 
reiiffir  dans  Us  mefures  quon 
prips.  ^ioy  qu*il  en  foit^  Po- 
lar me  fft icya  untel pointy  quon 
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immediately  refolved  to  con- 
tinue fix  thoufand  men,  which 
they  werejuft  going  to  dif- 
band  :  they  have  alfo  ordered 
the  council  of  State  to  compute 
what  forces  and  provifions 
they  fhall  judge  necefiary  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture  with  France : 
and  have  difpatched  a  boat 
fixMTi  Schevcling  to  England 
with  orders  to  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  (who  is  upon  the 
point  of  departing)  to  ftay  till 
farther  orders  from  the  States. 


For  royfelf,  I  know  not 
what  to  judge  of  thcfe  appear- 
aiKes;  I  ihall  ever  complain 
erf"  any  events  that  arc  like  to 
endanger  the  quiet  of  Chriftcn- 
dom,  to  which  I  have  for  fome 
time  (under  the  orders  of  his 
majeft}')  dedicated  all  my 
cares.  And  without  doubt,  if 
the  war  opens  at  prefent,  great 
conjundures  vrill  arife,  where- 
of perhaps  there  will  be  reafon 
to  give  your  highncfs  joy,  not 
for  being  out  of  the  noife  of 
tbem ;  but  becaufe  great  prin- 
ces only  watt  for  great  occafi- 
ORS.  1  am.  Sir,  your  high- 
lieis*$  ISc. 


a  prisfur  U  ilmmp  la  refchitim 
de  continuer  la  folde  a  fix  miUi 
h§mmis  qtioH  alloit  congedier^ 
qui  la  conftil  d'etat  a  ordsfPie 
de  drejfer  fromptement  un  hoi 
de  guerre^  qui  c^ntfrit  tant  lt% 
levees  d^hemmes^  que  les  muniii^ 
onsdebouche  faT  de  guerre^  qm 
ferment  ejlimles  neceffaires^  im 
cas  de  rupture  avec  Ta  Francfm 
^enfin  on  a  fait  pcrtir  de 
Schevelin  en  diligence  une  harqm 
pour  f/tngleterrey  avec  erdre  tj 
retenir  manfuvr  Van  Betatim* 
ghen  qui  etoit  fur  le  point  d*im 
partir. 

Pour  moyy  je  ne  fay  ce  queje 
dois  juger  fur  toutes  as  appen 
rencesi  je  gem:  ray  teuj ours  far 
les  evenenuns  quipourrent  mettre 
en  danger  le  repos  de  la  Cbreii" 
entCy  qui  depuis  un  tems^  tf 
fous  les  ordres  de  fa  majejle^  m 
ete  Fobjet  de  mes  veilles  ^  de  mes 
foins.  Et  fans  doute  qseeji  la 
guerre  recommence^  elle  va  dom^ 
ner  lieu  a  des  grands  evenemens^ 
defjuels  on  aura  peut-etre  a  d$m^ 
ner  el  para  Inen  a  V.  jt.  met 
cwrnne  eloignee  de  la  tempete^ 
metis  parce  que  les  gremels  prin* 
ces  neref^rent  que  les  grands  «f* 
eafions.  Je  fuppUe  V.  A.  da 
ffCen  ojjfhr  toujours^  par  lej^ 
qmeUesji  puiffe  lay  marqner  enmc 
eombien  de  paffion  ^  de  veritija 
feray  Umte  ma  vi>,  maftfienr^  eU 
V.  A.  Sme  &c« 


Ta 
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Hf 


Ifa  Procut^mr  •f  the 
mn  §f  Hclkmd^  upon 
Vif^bis  of  ambaffadors. . 

NE  of  my  fecretaries  ha- 
nog  given  rae  a  copy  of 
per  fi£^ieil  bjrjou,  F.  de 
■y  which  was  brought  to 
bufe,  and  given  to  one 
J  firvants  ;  by  which  pa- 
m  fiimnion  one  N.  Watt, 
toribotnian  to  die  Engliih 
^  '  to  appear  before 
:of  Hdland;  by  the 
;ive  die  faid  N.  Watt, 
it  plain,  that  you 
He  him  to  be  afiually  in 
iBsfe  and  fervice.  Upon 
%  I  have  thought  good  to 
|NSii  that  I  look  upon  you 
ft  infolent  fellow,  for  da- 
tobring  fuch  a  paper  into 
houfe ;  and  that  1  do  not 
•dany  of  my  fervants  (hall 
ftoked  upon  as  fubjed  to 
JHrifili^on  of  any  court 
■ii  country,  or  of  any 
iirbefides  thoie  of  the  king 
iBfter:  andifany  of  them 
■lagainftthe  laws,  com- 
^.mufi  be  made  to  me, 
*  cither  order  juftice 

rdme,  or  deliver  the  of- 
rof  my  own  accord  to  be 
by  the  law  of  the 
ihsring  beforehand  dif- 
"  ' "  I  from  my  fervice. 
■dbre  I  do  not  defign  to 
npofed  to  fuch  an  info- 
tt  as  this  that. you  have 
piiifinl  againft  me,  in  treat- 
|fKlike  one  of  your  burg- 
hers. 


AuProcuncOT  dc  la  oour 
d'HoUande,  fur  les  droits 
des  anibaffiid^irs. 

T  7  Ndi  misficritains  nfatant 
^   fait  vm  la  eopit  itun  AiZSrf 
Jigm  par  vous  F.  di  Bru^^  qm 
a  iiip§rti  dans  ma  matfin^  (f 
donni  a  quilpfun  di  ma  gem^ 
&  par  Uqua  U/let  tmsfimmix 
m  artatn  N.  Watt^  valet  ou 
buquais  di  Vambaffadeur  dJh^ 
glittrrij  di  cimpariitn  devani 
la  cour  J^HiUandi^  par  la  qua^ 
Uti   aui  vous  dimaz  au   dit 
N.  fratt^  vousfaitis  hiin  com* 
noltriy  qui  vius  U  cnyiz  aSuiU 
Umifit  dans  ma  mat  fin  &  attacbi 
a  men  ftrvice\    la'de£ui  faf 
troufve  bon  di  vous  din  qui  ji 
vous  tiens  pour  un  infoimty  ia'* 
voir  osi  porter  un  tel  biiUt  dam 
ma  maijon  j  faT  qui  ji  m  pretens 
pointy  qJaucun  de  mes  gens  foit 
regarde  comme  rehvant  de  laju^ 
rtfdi^ion  dtaucune  cour  dans  a 
pais  icy^  ni  ttaucum  autn  qui 
di  celles  du  roy  mon  matin: 
que  ft  quelqiiun  d*eux  commit 
qttelque  chofe  contre  les  loixj  on 
Wa  qu^a  m* en  fair e  des  plaint es^ 
afin  quej'enfajfefairelajujlice^ 
ou  que  je  le  livre  de  mon  propn 
gre  a  la  rigneur  des  loix  du  pais^ 
Tayant  prealahlement  congediij 
fcf  chafe  de  ma  maifon.     ye  ne 
pretens  done  pas  etre  expose  a  une 
infolence  pareille  a  celU  que  vous 
vene%  de  commettre  contre  moy^ 
en  me  traitant  comme  un  de  vos 
bourgeois^  tantpar  le  billet  laifsi 
cbez  moy,  que  par  lifin  de  la 
clocbi 
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hers,  as  well  by  the  paper  left 
in  my  houfe,  as  by  the  ringing 
of  the  bell,  whereof  you  make 
mention.  What  I  here  fay, 
you  may  let  your  mailers 
know  from  me,  by  whofe  or- 
der you  pretend  to  have  afted. 
Befides,  for  their  farther  infor- 
mation, let  them  know  that 
while  I  refide  in  this  country, 
I  will  never  fufFer  the  rights 
and  privileges  fo  long  granted 
to  ambaffadors  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  hitherto  obfer- 
ved  and  rcfpci^ed  by  all  prin- 
ces of  Chriftendom,  to  be  vio- 
lated, or  anyway  infringed  in 
this  country  in  my  perfon,  un- 
der pretence  of  any  particular 
fovereignty  of  a  province  or 
privilege  of  a  city,  in  a  com- 
monwealth where  I  have  the 
lionourto  ferve  a  king  in  qua- 
lity of  his  ambaflador. 


cloche  dont  vous  faitei  men 
Tout  ce  que  je  viens  di  vous  < 
voui  pourre%  le  din  de  ma 
a  vos  maitresy  far  Fordrt 
quels  vous  dites  avoir  agi. 
furplus^  i!f  pour  leur  plus  g 
eclaircijfementy  quails  fac 
que  dura  fit  monjejour  en  ce 
je  ne  fouffriray  jamais  qu 
droits  y  les  privileges  aca 
depuis  fi  Ion gt ems  jure 
tium  aux  amhajfadeurs^  & 
quicy  obfcrveT.  (sf  refpe^ez 
les  ctats  de  tous  le  princes 
Chretiente^  foient  violez,  < 
moins  du  monde  altered  ei 
perfonne  en  ce  pa'isy  fous  les 
iextes  d^aucune  fouverainete 
ticuliere  iPune  province^ 
privilege  de  quelque  ville^ 
une  repuhlique  oii  fay  Cfm 
de  fervir  un  grand  roy  en 
lite  de  fan  anibajfadeur. 


To  monfieur upon  the 

death  of  his  daughter. 

Hague,  Sept.  i. 
S  I  R,  N.  S.  1670. 

WEftcrday  late  in  the  even- 
•^  ing  I  received  an  account 
of  your  lofs  ;  and  can  affure 
you  that  my  wife,  my  fitter 
and  myfelf,  were  fo  fenfibly 
affiifted  at  it,  that  if  it  were 
poflible  grief  could  be  leflencd 
by  being  conimunicated  with 
real  friends,  upon  thefe  fad 
occafions,  you  would  have  im- 
mediately found  fonie  confo- 
lation  in  yours.  1  muft  con- 
fefe, 


AuMonfieur- 
de  fa 


—fur  la  I 
fille. 


De  la  Haye^   i 

Monfieur  J  N.  S,  1 

f~\N  fne  donna  avis  hi 
^^  foir  bien  tardy  de  la 
que  vous  venez  de  faire^ 
puis  vous  affureTy  que  moi 
femme^  ^  ma  fceur  en 
eie  ft  fenfibUment  touches 
ft  I'affli^tion  pouvoit  etn 
nuee  par  celle  qui  ft  commi 
aux  veritablcs  amis  en  ces  \ 
occaftonsy  vous  auricz  J 
chajnp  epreuve  du  foulag 
en  la  vkre,     II  le  faut  a\ 
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fefs,    your    grief   is    lawful 
enough,  and  founded  not  only 
upon  the  didaCes  of  nature, 
but  upon  the  merits  of  her  you 
lament ;  fo  that  to  pretend  to 
comfert  you  by  other  confide- 
ntions  than  thofe  which  your 
pnidence,  and,above  all,which 
yns    piety    would     fuggcft, 
wwAA  be  to  attempt  an  unpro- 
Itabie  woilc.     God  has  plea- 
ftd  to  impofe  this  tribute  for 
the  continuance  of  our  lives, 
often  to  lament  the  death  of 
our  friends.     We  muft  learn 
tofubmitand  refign  to  his  will, 
which  is  the  wifeft  and  moft 
chriftian  part  we  can  follow. 
To  this  I  fiiall  add,  that  the 
deiires  of  your  friends  who  yet 
fcmain,  and  your  care  of  their 
interefts,  do  demand  from  you 
that  you  will  preferve  younclf 
to  them.  Among  thefe,  there 
ii  none  who  is  more  than  I, 
Sir,  your    moft   humble  and 
moA  affectionate  fcrvant. 


rotre  douUur  eft  bUn  legitlmiy 
iJIi    eji  fondee    non  feuUnunt 
fur  Us  devoirs  de.la  nature^  man 
encore  fur  le  merit e  de  la  per " 
fonne  que  vous  pleurez.     Ainfi 
pretendre  v:us  confoler  par  Jt 
autres  refleSiions  que  ceies  que 
vitre  prudence^  et  fur  tout  votr€ 
piete  vous  fuigereronty  ce  fcroit 
tenter  une  chofe  inutile,      II  a 
plu   a  Dieu  impofer  une  peim 
durant  le  cours  de  nitre  vie^  qui 
eJi   P obligation  de  pleurer  fre- 
quemment  fur  la  mort  de  not 
proches  bt  de  nos  amis,     Iffaut 
fe  foumettrey    s?   apprendre  a 
ft  refigner  a  fa  volente\    cejl 
la  Funique  bon  partij    &  li 
feul    qui    foit    W     veritablt- 
ment  fage^     isf    veritablement 
critien,      J*ajouteray    a   cela^ 
que  les  pricres  des  amis  qui  vous 
rejient  encore^  &  lefoin  de  leurs 
interctSy    deftiandent  que    vous 
VGUS  conferviez,      Parmi  ceux 
qui  prennent  la  qualite  de  ves 
amisy  il  ny  a  perfonne  qui  vous 
fcit  plus  acquis   que,    monfeur„ 
vstrc  ires  hu?T:h!e  ^  tres  affcC" 
tionne  ferviuur. 


To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept    2.  N.  S.  1670. 

IM  U  S  T  in  the  firft  placQ  rejoice  wirh  your  lord- 
fliip  upon,  your  return  to  town,  and  :o  the  cxcrcilc 
of  your  ufual  cares,  which  are  fo  neccflary  to  the  ftr- 
rice  of  his  Majefty  and  the  Idngdom,  that  I  cannot 
doubc  any  thing  is  meant  us  lb  ill  as  the  danger  ot  your 
lordihip's  health  \   though  1  find  by  your  laft  of  the 
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19th  paft,  that  you  had  fallen  into  fome  indifpofitioii 
upon  your  return :  but  the  length  as  well  as  the 
clearnels  of  all  your  lordfhip's  difcourfes  in  it,  give 
me  the  confidence  that  it  was  already  paft. 

I  have  underftood  from  monfieur  de  Wit  the  fum 
of  all  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  difcourfes  with  his 
majefty  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  as  thofc  with  yow 
lordfliip,  of  which  you  were  plealed  to  give  me  ac- 
count :  and  do  not  find  that  monfieur  Van  Beunin^iefl 
has  failed  of  receiving  all  the  affurances  from  the  King 
that  he  could  wifh,  concerning  the  negotiations  of  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  in  France :  for  he  has  not  only 
tranfmitted  them  to  the  States  as  he  received  them  al 
court,  but  added  likewife  his  own  opinion  upon  them» 
That  as  far  as  human  appearances  will  go,  he  has  all  thb 
reafon  that  can  be  to  believe,  that  nothing  has  bccil 
treated  of  by  the  faid  duke,  nor  was  ever  intended 
to  be  fo  in  the  French  court  to  the  prejudice  of  hit 
majefty's  alliances  here.  For  the  reft,  they  take  it  ^ 
well  as  they  can,  that  they  fee  no  advance  made  in  the 
propofitions  of  the  emperor's  joining  with  thofe  of  the 
triple  alliance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace :  which  I 
fuppofe  touches  them  fo  much  the  more  by  the  news 
brought  this  day  to  the  States  -,  which  I  am  now  tb 
give  your  lordfliip  an  account  of,  as  of  the  way  I  re* 
ceived  it. 

Juft  as  I  was  fitting  down  this  day  to  dinner,  the 
States  agent  came  to  me,  defiring  that  their  commil^ 
fioners  might  have  the  liberty  to  I'peak  with  me,  tho* 
at  that  unuiual  hour,  being  of  a  matter  newly  come 
to  them,  and  of  very  great  importance.  I  confented  \ 
and  thereupon  monfieur  de  Witt  came  in  the  head  ol 
the  other  commifiioners,  and  told  me  that  the  States 
had  newly  received  certain  advice  from  France  of  the 
date  of  the  29th  paft,  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Foup- 
rille,  who  had  been  difpatched  fecretly  from  couit 
fome  days  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp  at  St 

Germains, 
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Gennains,  and  with  the  troops  quartered  near  the  bor- 
ders of  Lorraine  madeafuddcn  march  into  that  coun- 
try, and  feized  upon  the  city  rfNancy ;  and  that  by  fo 
in]m)e£ted  and  quick  an  attempt  that  he  failed  very  lit- 
de  of  furprizing  the  peribn  of  the  duke,  and  had  taken 
diedutcheis.  That  the  duke  efcaping,  had  retired  to 
a  finall  but  firong  place  call&l  Bidfch ;  where  he  bufied 
kmfelf  in  aflemblii^  what  forces  he  could  for  his  de- 
fince.  That  the  Mardchal  de  Crequy  being  difpatched 
fiom  P^ris  had  met  this  news  upon  the  way,  and  re- 
tmed  widi  it  to  courts  from  whence  he  was  dif- 
p^rJMH^  in  hafle  the  fecond  time  to  Lorrain.  That  the 
French  camp  near  St.  Germains  was  marched  towards 
Bcnnne  under  the  command  of  monfieur  Vaubrun : 
faot  due  by  orders  lent  after  them  upon  the  way,  they 
mat  to  be  divided  into  two  bodies,  of  which  one  was 
B>  march  away  to  the  Marefchal  Crequy  in  Lorrain, 
aod  the  other  towards  Sedan ;  where  they  ihould  make 
a  ftand,  and  face  any  attempts  that  might  be  defigned 
60m  Flanders  or  this  country  towards  interrupting 
de  iucceis  of  their  affairs  in  Lorrain.  Monfieur  de 
Witt  told  me  farther,  that  the  States  having  confider- 
cd  ihefe  advices,  had  ordered  them  (the  commiffi- 
ers)  immediately  to  acquaint  me  with  them ;  and  far- 
mer, that  tho'  the  States  efteemed  it  a  matter  of  fo 
great  importance,  that  all  the  parties  of  the  triple  alli- 
iKe  ought  to  concern  themfelves  in  it,  as  wholly  de- 
Inidive  to  thofe  ends  of  confcrving  the  Spanifh  domi- 
ons,  which  were  mutually  propofcd  in  the  faid  alii- 
fccc;  yet  they  (the  States)  fliould  not,  nor  indeed 
I  conki  not,  procewi  to  any  refolutions  thereupon,  with- 
ODt  firft  knowing  thofe  of  his  majefty,  and  being  af- 
iicd  of  his  vigorous  conjunftion.  And  hereupon 
ihcy  dcfircd  me  to  give  his  majefty  notice  immediately 
kyanexprefs,  to  the  end  that  I  might  know  his  fenfc 
and  intentions  upon  this  conjundture  \  or  at  lead  be 
ioftructcd  to  confer  with  the  States  upon  it. 

After 
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After  this,  much  was  enlarged  by  monfieur  dc  Wift 
and  the  commiflioners  concerning  the  very  great  im-» 
portance  of  the  feizure  of  Lorrain  ;  as  the  cutting  oflP 
Burgundy  wholly  from  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  domi- 
nions, as  well  as  all  farther  communication  between 
any  of  the  Netherlands,  and  many  of  the  princes  of 
Germany,  with  the  Switzers.  So  as  they  compared 
Lorrain  to  a  citadel  in  a  town,  from  which  all  the  reft 
would  be  commanded  at  pleafure.  They  added,  that 
the  dutchy  of  Luxemburg  would  be  in  a  manner  block* 
ed  up,  and  maimed  in  their  mutual  afliftance  witli 
the  reft  of  the  Spanilh  provinces  ;  that  the  eledtors  of 
Mentz  and  Triers  would  have  the  French  feet  upon 
their  throats :  and  confequently,  that  whenever  Frana 
fliould  begin  with  Flanders  after  the  poileflion  of  Lw- 
rain,  the  country  of  Burgundy  would  be  their  own  in  an 
hour,  and  Flanders  in  a  very  fhort  time,  without  great** 
cr  and  readier  afliftances  than  there  feemed  to  be  anj 
reafonable  hopes  for. 

After  this,  they  told  me,  they  had  received  like- 
wife  a  new  account  by  this  poft,  of  all  the  French  pre- 
parations at  fea,  and  the  prefent  eftate  of  their  own 
fleet ;  of  which  they  gave  me  this  inclofed  lift.  And  bj 
all  I  can  gather  from  their  difcourfes,  I  judge  they  an 
capable  of  any  vigorous  refolution  that  his  majcftj 
ftiould  think  fit  to  infpire  them  in  conjun£tion  with  iisi 
but  that  vnthout  it  they  are  refolved,  as  they  exprefi 
it,  *  De  latjfer  agir  au  bon  Dieu^  ^  de  voir  la  France  i 
leurs  portes  fans  fe  retnuer.  Upon  all  which  they  pre- 
tend, that  the  difpofal  and  balance  at  this  time  of  al 
affairs  in  thefe  parts  of  Chriftendom,  lie  before  his  mk 
jelly  •,  from  whom  both  the  Empire  and  Spain,  u 
well  as  Sweden  and  this  State,  will  receive  their  ma 
fures. 

Three  days  fince  the  baron  d'Ifola  was  with  me,  H 

*  y«7  leaw  it  to  God,  and  to  fie  tht  French  at  their  doors  nvithm 
fiirring  afoot* 

communicat 
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communicate  a.  letter  he  had  newly  received  from  the 
emperor,    declaring  his  refolution   to  join  with   the 
triple  alliance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Aix, 
which  he  defined  me  to  give  his  majefty  part  of  by  the 
poft :  but  having  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
leiblved    to   give  your  lordfhip   the  fame   account, 
I  omit   to   trouble  you   with   any  further   particu- 
lars.      He  came  to  me  again  juft  upon   the  clofe 
of  what    I  have  written,    and  fhewed   me   a  letter 
ftom  monfieur  Lx>uvigni  at  Bruflels,  containing  the 
paniculars  of  what  has  happened  in  Lorrain,  and  litde 
difieicnt  from  thofe  I  had  before  received  by  monfieur 
de  Witt ;  only  that  the  duke  of  Lorrain  rcfolved  to  re- 
tire with  all  his  forces  into  the  mountains,  and  hopes 
n>  defend  himfelf  fome  time,  provided  he  might  be 
fcrc  of  not  being  abandoned.    I  am  ever,  my  lord, 
your&fr. 

To  my  lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept. ^N.  S.  1670. 

1  Lately  gave  my  lord  Arlington  the  account  which 
was  given  me  by  the  States  commiffioners,  of  the 
ieizure  of  Lorrain,  with  their  reflexions  upon  it,  and 
die  confequences  it  muft  needs  have  upon  all  the  affairs 
of  Chriftendom;  ^d  their  defirespf  my  communicating 
all  ftxMn  tliem  with  fpeed  and  care  to  his  majefty :  which 
I  did. 

I  have  fince  received  by  laft  poft,  and  by  a  letter 
fiom  his  lordftiip,  the  king's  orders  for  my  imme- 
&ce  repair  into  England,  and  for  my  acquainting  the 
States  with  it ;  and  that  it  is  only  with  intentions  of 
my  informing  his  majefty  better  in  the  fevcral  points 
diat  concern  the  prefent  conjundtures  of  my  ftation 
here.  This  I  have  done  in  a  conference  upon  it  with 
M.  dc  Witt.  I  found  him  at  firft  very  penfive  upon  the 
news  of  it,  and  apt  to  reflcd:  upon  this  happening  fo 
Vol.  IL  M  foon 
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foon  and  unexpeftedly  after  the  late  feizure  of  Lorrw>; 
and  both  after  the  many  delays  and  difficulties  railed 
by  us  (as  he  apprehends)  in  admitting  the  emperor  to 
the  guaranty  or  the  peace  of  Aix  in  conjunction  with 
tlie  triple-alliance,  which  we  formerly  fo  much  defired. 
He  remembered  at  the  fame  time  the  many  inftances 
we  have  made  for  mapy  months  paft  about  fuch  a 
trifle  as  the  carrying  oft*  our  planters  from  Surinam 
(whom  he  takes  by  the  articles  to  becoipe.  their  fiib- 
jefts)  and  the  invincible  difficulties  in  which  wc  have 
engaged  matters  between  our  Eaft-India  companies  ; 
in  which,  he  fays  he  is  alTured,  our  merchant?  have  no 
part,  but  as  they  are  inftigated  by  fomc  perfons  at 
court,  whofe  ill  intentions  he  fears  towards  the  latjc 
alliances   contracted   between  his   majefty  and  thefe 
States,  both  for  our  own  mutual  fafety,  and  that  of  all 
Chriftendom.     He  refleded  upon  a  coldnefs  in  all  our 
negotiations  of  that  kind,  ever  fince  Madame's  journey 
into  England;  and  upon  the  late  journey  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham's  to  Paris,  which  he  could  not  think 
was  *  pour  voir  le  pais^  ou  apprendre  la  laj>igue  y  ^d 
defired  I  would  tell  him  what  I  could  make  of  all 
this  laid  together  :  for,  on  the  one  fide,  there  wepe  cir- 
cumftances  enough  to  awake  a  fufpicious  man  ;  and, 
on  die  other  fide,  he  could  never  think  it  pofllble  fi)r 
any  nation,  or  court  itfelf,  to  quit  fo  certain  a  point  oC 
intereft  and  great  a  point  of  honour,  as  muft  be  forfcitr 
ed  by  our  breaking  our  alliances  with  this  State>  or 
entering  into  any  with  France,  whofe  greatnefs  had  oc- 
cafioned  our  meafures  for  our  own  as  well  as  our 
neighbour's  defence.     He  faid,  I  knew  the  beft  of  aay . 
how  all  thefe  matters  had  pafled:  how  his  majefly  had 
engaged  thefe  States  in  thofe  common  meafures,  and 
fcven  prevailed  with  them  to  make  a  facriiice  of  the 
ancient  kindnefs  and  alliance  this  State  had  always  be- 
fore with  France,  to  the  confiderations  of  the  prefent 

^  Ta  fee  the  country j^  or  leant  the  language. 

danger 
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danger  from  the  grcatnefe  of  that  crown  to  the  reft  of 
Chriftendom ;  though  they  might  have  had  what  terms 
they  pkafed  from  mem  for  the  dividing  of  Flanders. 
TI»t  I  knew  with  how  inviolate  faith  and  firmnefs 
the  States  had  conftandy  obferved,  for  thefe  two  years 
ptft,  their  friendfliip  and  alliances  with  his  majefty» 
tnd  how  great  a  pare  I  had  in  contra^ng  and  purfuing 
dcm,  by  the  pardcular  confidence  the  States  and  he 
cfcecially  had  in  my  peribn^  as  one  that  was  perfuaded 
Oft  our  conunon  inttrefts,  that  knew  my  matter's  mind, 
and  wfMild  not  bean  inftrument  to  deceive  thof»  that 
mified  mc.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid,  he  defired  to 
know  my  opinion  upon  this  whole  matter,  efpecially 
dm  of  my  journey  into  England  -,  which,  he  faid, 
would  be  very  furprizing  to  every  body  here,  and 
dntfore  he  would  be  glad  to  give  the  news  of  ic  to 
the  States  in  the  beft  manner  he  could. 

I  protclted  to  him  that  I  had  hitherto  received  con- 
ftmt  aflurances,  from  both  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  of 
his  majefty's  refolurions  to  obferve  conftantly  the  mea- 
fiircs  in  which  he  was  engaged  to  this  State,  and 
that  I  knew  not  a  word  more  of  the  reafons  of  my  fud- 
dcn  journey  into  England,  than  what  I  had  told  him. 
That  I  had  orders  to  leave  my  family  behind  me  : 
and  that  his  majcfty  might  poflTibly  think  it  neceflary 
for  his  information  to  fpeak  with  me  upon  the  prefcn: 
conjunfhires,  and  to  return  me  immediately  according 
K>  my  lord  Arlington's  letter.  That,  I  confcfled,  I 
Was  apt  to  make  many  of  thofe  reflexions  that  he  had 
done ;  but  could  not  believe  it  poflible  for  any  crown 
crer  to  enter  into  counfcls  fo  deftnictive  to  their  ho- 
Boor  and  fafety  as  thofe  he  fufpeftcd.  That  if  fuch  a 
dung  fhould  ever  happen,  I  defired  him  to  remember 
what  I  told  him  upon  the  fcruples  he  had  made  in 
trufHng  our  court  upon  the  negotiations  of  the  triple- 
alliance  ;  which  was,  that  I  told  him  then  what  I 
thought  of  his  majefty's  difpofitions  and  refolutions, 
-  M  2  as 
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as  well  as  thofe  of  his  minifters  :  that  I  could  not  be- 
lieve it  poflible  for  them  to  change  in  a  point  of  fa 
evident  intereft,  and  which  would  be  fo  underftood  by 
the  whole  nation.  That  however  I  could  anfwer  for 
no  body  befides  myfelf,  but  this  I  would  ;  and  that  if 
ever  fuch  a  thing  ftiould  happen,  I  would  never  have 
any  part  in  it.  That  I  had  told  the  King  fo  as  well  as 
him,  and  would  make  it  good.  That  for  the  prefent 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  faid,  but  that  I  muft  go 
away  for  England.  That  if  I  returned  he  would  know 
more  -,  and  I  doubted  by  what  he  faid,  that  he  would 
guefs  more  if  I  returned  not. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  fmiled,  and  faid,  I  was  in  tlie 
right,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  try  to  cure 
himfelf  and  others  of  all  fufpicions  upon  my  journey  : 
and  would  hope,  on  the  other  fide,  it  might  be  of  ufc 
to  the  common  interefts,  by  poflefTing  his  majefty  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  late  feizure  of  Lorrain ; 
and  of  the  States  refolutions  to  flick  clofe  to  him  in 
all  meafures  he  Ihould  take  upon  it.  And  fo  we  part- 
ed. 

I  would  have  gone  away  immediately  upon  this 
fummons,  but  that  it  found  me  very  ill,  and  uncer- 
tain whether  it  would  end  in  a  fever,  as  it  feemed  to 
begin  ;  but,  fince  a  great  fwelling  fallen  upon  my  face, 
I  hope  it  may  pafs.  However,  being  forced  to  delay 
my  journey  fome  few  days,  I  could  not  but  give  your 
lordfhip  this  account  betbre-hand,  and  leave  it  to  you 
to  make  what  ufe  of  it  you  think  fit,  without  expedk- 
ing  any  anfwer,  fince  I  hope  fo  foon  to  follow  it. 

But  I  know  your  lordihip  fully  perliiaded  of  our 
intereft  to  preferve  our  alliances  here,  and  the  prefent 
meafures  of  Chriftendom  which  depend  upon  them. 
And  though  you  have  faid  nodiing  yet  to  make  me  dif- 
truft  oilr  counfels  in  the  matter ;  yet  I  confefs  I  have 
not  the  better  opinion  of  it  from  what  I  find  of 
your  lordfliip's  eftranging  yourfelf  of  late,  or  being 
eftrangcd  from  the  confultations  of  them.  I 
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1  have  likewife  reflefted  upon  the  kind  hint  your 
lordfliip  gave  me  fome  time  fince,  of  my  lord  Ar- 
Jington's  not  being  the  fame  to  me  which  he  had  for- 
merly been,  and  conftantly  fince  our  firft  acquaintance : 
which  made  me,  I  confefs,  then  doubt  rather  fome 
miftake  in  your  k>rdfliip's  obfervation,  than  any 
change  in  his  friendfhip  or  difpofitions.  From  him- 
fclf,  I  mull:  needs  fay,  I  yet  find  nothing  of  it ;  and 
though  his  ftyle  feems  a  litde  clianged  in  what  concerns 
our  public  affairs,  yet  not  at  all  in  what  is  particular 
to  mc.  When  I  come  into  England  I  Ihall  foon  know 
the  truth  of  your  conjefture,  and  tell  it  you,  becaufe 
by  that  I  fliall  judge  the  truth  of  mine :  Ibr  having 
never  faid  or  done  any  thing  to  deferve  the  lead  change 
in  his  lordfliip*s  friendlhip  to  me  fince  it  firft  began  ; 
lam  fure^  if  it  happ:ns,  it  can  be  derived  from  nodiing 
dfe  but  a  change  he  forefees  in  thofe  meafures  at  court 
which  he  has  been  with  your  lordfhip  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged in ;  and  which  he  knows  as  well  as  your  lord- 
fhip that  I  will  never  have  any  part  in  the  counlels  of 
altering,  till  I  can  be  convinced  that  any  others  will 
be  more  for  his  majefty's  honour  and  fafety. 

All  this  I  fay  in  confidence  to  your  lordfhip,  with- 
out touching  any  word  of  it  to  my  lord  Arlington,  or 
any  other  perfon  :  and  fhall  increafe  this  trouble  no 
larther,  becaufe  I  hope  to  have  fo  foon  the  honour  of 
Iceing  you,  and  afluring  you  a  nearer  way,  with  how 
much  paffion  as  well  as  trudi  I  am  and  fhall  be  ever, 
my  lord,  your  lordlhip's  ^c. 

Tctte  Great  Duke  of  Tuf"    Au  Grand  Due  de  Tof- 
eany.  cane. 

LfOndon  Nov.  4.  De  Land,  le  4.  Nov. 

SIR,                N  S.  1670.  Mof:faur,           S.  N.  1670. 

I  Ihould    not    have    fatisne J  lE  nf  me  contenteroh  pes   de 

*  myfelf     barely    to    refcnt  J   rejfentir  comme  je  le  fun  ^ 

4&  the  favours  of  your  moft  comme  je  le  di^lsj  iouies  Us  hon- 

ferene  M  3                 /^ 
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ferene  highnefs,  and  particu- 
larly the  honour  of  your  laft 
of  September  the  30th,  if  I  were 
any  way  capable  of  acknow- 
ledging them  as  I  ought,  either 
by  my  expreffions  or  my  fer- 
vices.  But  your  highnets  be- 
ing pleafed  to  oblige  fo  many 
ways  fo  unprofitable  a  perfon, 
can  hope  for  no  other  returns 
than  the  pleafure  of  your  own 
generofity,  and  the  devotion 
of  a  heart  fo  grateful  as  mine. 


I  (bould  have  extremely  re- 
gretted the  length  of  time  your 
letter  was  in  paffing  before  it 
found  me  at  London, after  hav- 
ing mii&d  me  at  the  Hague ; 
were  it  not  that  your  highnefs 
is  to  confider  me  here  as  one 
of  the  commoneft  among  the 
king's  fubjeds,  and  not  as  a 
minifter  who  has  any  part 
in  public  affairs.  And  there- 
fore you  can  exped  nothing 
in  my  letters,  but  the  tedious 
compliments  of  an  idle  man, 
infiead  of  fuch  informations 
and  fervices  as  your  highnefs 
might  expecS  to  receive  from 
thofe  who  are  devoted,  like 
nie,  to  your  fcrvice.  But  the 
marquis  of  Puzzi  is  too  well 
received  at  the  king  my  ma- 
iler's court,  and  too  well  in- 
formed, not  to  have  given 
your  highnefs  all  intelligence 
neccflarv,  as  well  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fricndlhip  and  cfteem. 


te%  di  V.  A,  Snuy  ^  par 
erement Vhonneur  quelle m 
par  fa  derniere  Icttre  du 
Septembti^  Ji  je  me  trou 
moim  du  monde  capable 
reconnoitre  comme  elles  le 
tenty  aupar  mes  exprejfic 
par  mes  fervices,  Afais 
ayant  vaulu  par  tant  de 
eres  differentes  ohliger  u 
auffi  inutile  que  je  U  fax 
pas  dH  en  efperer  d'autres 
queleplaiftr  dejou'ir  de  fa 
gemroftte^  W  de  Cattaci 
cceur  auffi  reconwffant 
mien. 

Je  me  ferois  fort  plat 
longueurs  a  trovers  Ufju. 
lettre  de  T.  J.  efi  enfin 
me  trouver  a  Londres^ 
niaviit  manque  a  la  Hi 
diformais  je  devois  etre  t 
de  V.  A^  autrement  que 
un  homme  privcy  ^  un  c 
jets  lesplus  ordinaires  de ^ 
jefte^  qui  nefi  plus  ni  m 
public y  ni  admis  dans  Ics  a^ 
Par  confequent  mes  lest 
peuvent  contenir^  que  lei 
plimens  d'un  homme  oij 
lieu  des  telations  U"  des  i 
^ions  queV.  A.  attend  i 
qui  font  auffi  otiachrz 
quellefait  que  je  le  fuis. 
monfieur  le  marq,  de 
ejl  trop  blen  a  la  cour  < 
7non  maitrcy  ^  d^aiilr^r 
cclairSy  &  trcp  exap,^  p 
avoir  pu  informer  V,  A,  i 
ce quelle  doit favo'ir  par  r 
a  notre  cour  \  fur  tout^  il ; 
pas  negHgty  yV  m'cfure. 
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as  of  the  general  devotion  his 
fubjeds  bear  for  the  perfon 
of  your  highnefs.  He  muft 
aifo'have  informed  your  high- 
nets,  of  the  happy  difpofition 
his  majefty  has  found  in  his 
parliamcnr,  for  the  increafe 
of  his  revenues,  and  by  that 
means  for  the  eftablimment 
of  his  interefts  both  within 
and  vrithout  his  kingdoms.  I 
am  forry  the  faid  marquis 
has  found  nothing  here  to 
pSeafe  or  keep  him  longer  a- 
moDSg  us.  But  I  hope  your 
highnefs  will  not  think  that 
dving  my  ftay  here,  there  can 
vant  a  perfon,  as  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  obey  all  your  com- 
nunds,  as  any  of  your  own 
ful^ecis,  fince  I  am  fo  much. 
Sir,  your  highnefs's,  i^c. 


parlir  dt  Vamitle  tsT  de  Teftime 
de  fa  majefie  pour  la  per^ 
fonne  de  V,  A,  en  cela  fecondee 
par  taffeSiim  generate  de  tout 
fes  fujets,  II  votis  aura  av£i 
entretenu  des  heureufes  difpofi- 
tions  que  fa  majefie  vient  de 
trotisjer  dans  Toffendflee  de  fin 
parlement,  pour  Faugmentation 
defes  finart€£S^  fcT  pour  lafeurete 
de  fes  inUrits  tant  au  dedans 
qu^au  dehors  de  fes  etats.  Jt 
fuis  bien  marri  que  monfienr 
le  marquis  rCait  pas  trouve  icy 
ajfz  de  charmes  pour  s^y  plaire^ 
W  syft'journer  un  peu  plus  long 
Urns,  Mais  fofe  cfperer  que 
F.  A,  ne  croira  pas  manquer 
dans  Londrcs  d'uue  pcrfnnc  en^ 
tiercment  devouee  a  fon  fervlctj 
if  aujfi  enrpreffce  a  recevoir  fes 
ordres,  qu'aucun  de  fes  prepres 
fujets,  iandis  que  fyferay  mon 
fjour^  puifqueje  fuisy  monfteur^ 
de  V.  A.  Sme,  &c. 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  London,  Novem.  22,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Muft  make  you  my  humble  acknowledgments  for 
fo  great  a  prefent,  as  you  have  been  plealed  to  fend 
mc  towards  that  expence  I  have  refolved  to  make  at 
Sheen  :  and  aflure  you,  no  part  of  it  fhall  cither  go 
any  other  way,  or  leflen  what  I  had  intended  of  my 
own.  I  doubt  not  to  compafs  v/hat  I  told  you  of  my 
kxd  Lifle,  for  enlarging  my  fmall  territories  there ; 
when  that  is  done,  1  propoic  to  bellow  a  thoufand 
jxmnds  upon  the  conveniencics  of  the  houfe  and  gar- 
den, and  hope  that  will  reach  all  I  care  for :  fo  that 
your  five  hundred  pounds  may  be  laid  out  rather  for 
ornament  than  ufc,  as  you  feem  to  defire,  by  order- 
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ing  me  to  make  the  front  perfedly  uniform.     Your 
care  of  that  and  me,  in  this  matter,  is  the  more  oblig- 
ing, the  lefs  I  find  you  concur  with  me  in  my  thoughts 
of  retiring  wholly  from  public  affairs,  and,  to  that  pur- 
/  pofe,  of  making  my  neft  at  this  time  as  pleafant  and 
commodious  as  I  can  afford  it.     Nor  (hall  I  eafily  re- 
folve  to  offer  at  any  of  thofe  advantages  you  think  I 
might  make  upon  fuch  a  retreat,  of  the  king's  favour 
or  good  opinion,  by  pretending  either  to  penfion  or 
any  other  employment.     The  honour  and  pay  of  fuch 
pofts  as  I  have  been  in,  ought  to  be  efteemed  fufEcient 
for  the  beft  fervices  ot   diem  :  and  if  I  have  credit 
left  with  the  prefent  minifters  to  get  what  is  owing  me 
upon  my  embaffy,    I  fliall  think  myfelf  enough  re- 
warded -,  confidering  how  different  a  value  is  now  like 
to  be  put  upon  my  fervices  in  Holland,  from  what 
there  was  when  they  Were  performed.     'Tis  very  like* 
ly  at  that  time,  as  you  believe,  there  were  few  reafon- 
able  things  the  king  would  have  denied  me,   while  the 
triple  alliance  and  our  league  with  Holland  had  fo  gteat 
a  vogue :  and  my  friends  were  not  wanting  in  their 
advices  to  me  to  make  ufe  of  it.     But  I  have  refolved 
never  to  aflc  him  any  thing,  otherways  than  by  ferving 
him  well :  and  you  will  have  the  lefs  reafon  perhaps 
to  reproach  me  this  method,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  re- 
member how  the  two  embaffies  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  and 
Holland  were  not  only  thrown  upon  me  without  my 
fecking;  but  alfo  what  my  lord  Arlington  told  me 
was  defigned  for  me  upon  fecretary  Morris's  removal, 
~     in  cafe  the  king  had  not  thought  my  embaffy  into  Hol- 
land of  the  greateft  ncceffity  in  purfuapce  of  thofe  mea- 
fures  we  had  taken  with  that  State. 

For  what  you  think  of  the  intereft  we  have  flill  to 
purfue  them,  and  coiifequendy  of  the  ufe  the  king 
will  ftill  have  of  me  upon  that  occafion  •,  I  wll  not 
enter  into  any  reafonings  with  you  upon  that  matter  at 
this  diftance  ;  but  will  only  tell  you  fome  paffages  of 
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fad  upon  which  I  ground  the  judgment  I  make  of  af- 
fairs wherein  I  have  no  part ;  and  which  I  am  not  fb 
felicitous  to  draw  into  the  light,  as  I  doubt  others  are 
to  keep  them  in  the  dark.  And  when  I  have  told 
you  thcie,  I  (hall  leave  you  to  judge  whether  I  take 
my  meafures  right  as  to  my  own  private  conduft. 

You  know  firft  the  part  I  had  in  all  our  alliances 
irith  Holland;  how  far  my  own  perfonal  credit  was 
tngag^  upon  them  to  monfieur  de  Witt ;  and  the  re- 
fehitions  I  not  only  acquainted  him  and  you  with,  but 
his  majefty  too ;  that  I  would  never  have  any  part  in 
breaking  them,  whatever  Ihould  happen  :  though  that 
I  confe^  could  hardly  enter  into  any  body's  head  that 
imderftood  the  interefts  of  Chriftendom  as  well  as  our 
own.     I  have  given  you  Ibme  intimations  how  cold  I 
have  obferved  our  temper  at  court  in  thofe  matters  for 
this  laft  year ;  and  how  different  it  was  thought  abroad 
from  that  warmth  with  which  we  engaged  in  them  :  fo 
that  it  was  a  common  faying  at  the  Hague,  qu*ilfaut 
§rcGuer^  qu^il  y  a  eu  neuf  mots  du  plus  grand  minijlcre  du 
monde  en  ylngkterre :   for  they  would   hardly  allow  a 
longer  term  to  the  vigour  of  that  counlel  which  made 
the  triple  alliance,  and  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  fent  me 
over  into  Holland  this  laft  cmbafly  to  purfue  the  great 
ends  of  them,  and  draw  the  emperor  and  princes  of 
the  empire  into  the  common  guaranty  of  the  peace. 
Inftead  of  this,  our  pretenfions  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
Surinam,  and  the  Eaft-India  companies  liave  grown 
high,   and  been  managed  with  fharpnefs  b^etween  us 
and  the  Stares ;   and  grounded  (as  monlicur  dc  Witt 
conceives)  more  upon  a  defign  of  fliewing  them  our 
ill  humour,  than  our  reafon.    I  was  fenfible  that  my 
condud  in  all  thefe  matters  had  fallen  fhort  for  many 
months  paft  of  the  approbation  at  court  it  uled  10  re- 
ceive ;  and  that  Mr.  Worden  was  lent  over  to  me  only 
to  difparage  it,  or  elpy  the  faults  of  it;  though  I  think 
hi  returned  with  the  opinion  that  the  bufinefs  would 
I  not 
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not  bear  it.  'Tis  true,  both  my  lord  Arlington  and 
Sir  John  Trevor  continued  to  the  laft  of  my  ftay  in 
Holland  to  aHure  me,  that  the  king  (till  remained  firm 
in  his  mealures  with  the  States  :  but  yet  I  found  the 
bufinefs  of  admitting  the  emperor  into  the  guaranty 
went  downright  lame  :  and  that  my  Ibnd  keeper  wat 
in  a  manner  out  of  the  foreign  counfels;  ibr  fo  he 
writ  to  me  himfelf,  and  gave  me  notice  at  the  fame 
time,  that  my  lord  Arlington  was  not  at  all  the  lame 
to  me  that  he  had  been :  which  I  took  for  an  ill  fign 
in  our  public  bufmeis  and  an  ill  circumftance  in  my 
own  \  and  the  more,  bccaufe  I  was  fure  not  to  have 
deferved  it;  and  found  nothing  of  it  in  his  own  Ict- 
tfers,  but  only  that  they  came  feldom,  and  run  mc»e 
upon  indifferent  things  than  they  ufed  to  do. 

Ever  fince  Madame's  journey  into  England,  the 
Dutch  had  grown  jealous  of  fomething  between  us  and 
France  j  and  were  not  like  to  be  cured  by  thefe  pani- 
<;ulars  I  have  mentioned :  but  upon  the  invafion  and 
feizure  of  Lorrain  by  France,  and  my  being  fcnt  fbr 
over  fo  fuddenly  after  it,  monfieur  de  Witt  himlelf 
could  keep  his  countenance  no  longer  •,  though  he  be 
neither  fufpicious  in  his  nature,  nor  thought  it  the 
beft  courfe  to  difcover  any  fuch  difpofition  upon  this 
occafion,  how  much  foever  he  had  of  it ;  but  yet  he 
told  me  at  my  coming  away,  that  he  Ihould  make  a 
judgment  of  us  by  the  fuddennefs  of  my  return,  which 
the  king  had  ordered  me  to  aflure  him  of. 

When  I  came  to  town,  I  went  immediately  to  my 
lord  Arlington  according  to  cuftom.  And  whereas 
upon  my  feveral  journeys  over  in  die  late  conjunftures, 
he  had  ever  quitted  all  company  to  receive  me,  and 
did  it  always  with  open  arms,  and  in  the  kindeft  man- 
ner that  could  be  ;  he  made  me  this  laft  time  ftay  an 
hour  and  half  in  an  outward  room  before  he  came  to 
me,  while  he  was  in  private  with  my  lord  Aihly.  He 
received  mc  with  a  coidncfs  that  I  contefs  furprired 

me ; 


dnd  other  Mtnifters  of  State.  171 

mc;  and  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  talk  of  my  jour- 
ney and  his  fiiends  at  the  Hague,  inftead  of  telling  me 
die  occafioD  of  my  being  fenc  for  over,  or  any  thing 
eUc  material,  he  called  in  Tata  that  was  in  the  next 
room,  and  after  that  my  lord  Crofts,  who  came  up- 
on a  common  vific ;  and  in  that  company  the  reft  of 
jnine  pafled,  till  I  found  he  had  nothing  more  to  fay 
10  me,  and  fo  went  away.         / 

The  next  morning  I  went  however  to  him  again, 
ddiring  to  be  brought  by  him  to  kifs  the  king's  hand, 
as  I  ulcd  upon  my  former  journeys.  He  thought  fit 
to  bring  nie  to  his  majefty  as  he  was  walking  in  the 
Mall  \  who  ftopped  to  give  me  his  hand,  and  afked  me 
half  a  dozen  queftions  about  my  journey,  and  about 
cfae  prince  of  Orange,  and  fo  walked  on.  Since  which 
time,  neither  the  King  nor  my  lord  Arlington  have 
crer  (aid  three  words  to  me  about  any  thing  of  bufi- 
lie(s  -,  the*  I  have  been  as  often  in  their  way  as  agreed 
with  fuch  an  ill  courtier  as  I  am,  or  a  man  without  bu- 
fioefs  as  I  found  myfelf  to  be. 

I  have  leen  my  lord  keeper  and  Mr.  fecretary 
Trevor :  and  find  the  firft  uneafy  and  apprehcnfive  ot 
our  prefcnt  counfels  -,  the  laft  fufficient  and  confident 
that  no  endeavours  can  break  the  meafures  between 
m  and  Holland,  becaufe  they  are  efteemed  fo  neceflary 
abroad  zxA  {o  rational  at  home  :  yet  I  find  them  both 
hut  barely  in  the  ikirts  of  bufinefs ;  and  only  in  right 
of  their  pofts :  and  that  in  the  fecret  of  it,  the  duke 
ai  Buckingham,  my  lord  Arlington,  my  lord  Afhiy, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Clifford,  at  prefent  compofe  the  mini- 
fcy.  This  I  tell  you  in  (hort  as  the  conftitution  of  our 
aSairs  here  at  this  time,  and  which  I  believe  you  may 
itckon  upon. 

You  know  how  different  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  and  I 
have  always  been,  fince  our  firft  acquaintance,  in  our 
ichemes  of  government,  and  many  other  matters, 
eipecially  concerning  our  alliance  with  Holland  :  and 
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that  has  been  the  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  of  very  litdc  CQi%.|;! 
merce  between  us  farther  than  common  civility,  in 
frequent  encounters  at  my  lord  Arlington's  for  " 
years  paft :  this  made  me  a  little  furprized  at  his 
ceiving  me  upon  my  firft  coming  over,  and  treatiogl^: 
me  fince,  with  a  moH:  wonderful  gracioiifhefs,  till  thmi 
other  day,    which  I   fuppofe  has  ended  that  ftylB«£i 
Upon  the  firft:  vifit  he  made  me,  after  many  dvift^'^  j 
ties,  he  told  me,  he  mufl:  needs  have  two  hours  talk^  5; 
with  mc,  at  fome  time  of  leifure  and  in  private,  upoii^  ;, 
our  affairs  in  Holland  :  and  flill  repeated  this  almoftj  , 
every  time  he  faw  me,  till  one  day  laft  vreek,  when   ! 
we  appointed  the  hour  and  met  in  his  clofet.     He  be- 1. 
gan  with  great  compliments  to  me  about  my  fervices  tovtk 
the  king  in  my  employments  abroad;  went  on  witk-i'^ 
the  neceflity  of  preferving  our  meafures  with  Holland^  4 
and  the  mutual  intereft:  both  nations  had  in  it;    andli 
concluded  with  wondering  why  the  States  Ihould  have^ 
fliewed  fo  much  difficulty  upon  thofe  two  affairs  of  Su- 1 
rinam  and  the  Eafl-India  company,  wherein  our  de- 
mands feemed  fo  reafonable ;  and  how  it  came  about  \ 
that  I  had  failed  in  compaffing  his  majefly's  fatisfac-  ^ 
tion  in  thofe  two  matters,   after  having  fuccecded  ib  "' 
much  in  all  my  other  negotiations.      I   thought  he 
might  not  have  underflood  the  detail  of  thofe  two  af- 
fairs -,  and  fo  deduced  it  to  him,  with  the  Dutch  rea- 
fons,  which  I  confefs  feemed  to  me  in  many  points  but 
too  well  grounded.     He  feemed  unfatisfied  with  them 
all,  and  told  me  I  muft  undertake  that  matter  again, 
and  bring  it  to  a  period  ;  and  afked  me  whether  I  did 
not  tliink  I  could  bring  them  to  reafon  :  I  faid  plainly 
I  believed  I  never  could,  to  what  we  called  fo,  and 
therefore  was  very  unwilling  to  undertake  it :  that  I 
had  fpent  all  my  fhot  in  vain  :  and  therefore  thought 
their  befl:  way  would  be  to  employ  fome  perfon  in  it 
that  had  more  wit  or  ability  than  I.     Upon  this  he 
grew  a  little  moved ;  and  rephed,  that  for  my  wit 
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i  ability  they  all  knew  I  had  enough ;  and  all  the 
eftion  was,  whether  I  was  willing  to  employ  them 
on  this  occafion  which  fo  much  concerned  the 
ag*s  fervice,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation.  Here- 
on I  told  him,  how  I  had  ufed  my  utmoft  endea- 
UTS  in  it  already,  how  many  reprefentations  I  had 
ide  the  States,  how  manv  conferences  I  had  had  with 
cir  coniiniflioners,  how  long  and  particular  accounts 
had  given  them  hitherto,  and  how  I  had  valued  all 
le  Teafbns  tranfinitted  me  from  hence,  and  how  all  to 
»  purpofe :  and  being,  I  confefs,  a  litde  heated  after 
>  KHiK  and  unpleafant  a  converfation  (as  well  as  he) 
afkra  lum  in  the  name  of  God  what  he  thought  a 
nan  could  do  more  ?  Upon  this  in  a  great  rage  he 
nftrercd  me,  yes ;  he  would  tell  me  what  a  man 
■ig^  da  more,  and  what  I  ought  to  do  more  ;  which 
mtD  let  the  king  and  all  the  world  know  how  bafe- 
k  and  unworthily  the  States  had  ufed  him ;  and  to 
■dare  publicly  how  their  minifters  were  a  company 
rf  rogues  and  rafcals,  and  not  fit  for  his  majefty  or 
my  other  prince  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  :  and 
Att  was  a  part  that  no  body  could  do  fo  well  as  I. 
My  anfwer  was  very  calm,  that  I  was  not  a  man  fit  to 
Bake  declarations  :  that  whenever  I  did  upon  any  oc- 
caixMi,  I  ftiould  fpeak  of  all  men  what  I  thought  cf 
4hcm  -,  and  fo  I  fhould  do  of  the  State>3,  and  the  mi- 
liAtrs  I  had  dealt  with  there,  which  was  all  I  could 
if  of  this  bufinefs.     And  fo  our  converfation  ended. 

Upon  all  thefe  palTages,  and  fome  others  not  fit  for 
iktter,  I  have  fixed  my  judgment  of  the  affairs  and 
QDoniels  at  prefent  in  defign  or  deliberation  here.  I 
tathended  weather  coming,  that  I  Ihall  have  no  mind 
itobc  abroad  in ;  and  therefore  refolved  to  get  a  warm 
kufeover  my  head  as  foon  as  I  could:  and  neither  ap- 
tochcnd  any  uneafinefs  of  mind  or  fortune  in  the  private 
pel  propofe  to  myfelf;  unlefs  fome  pubjic  revolution's 
lould  draw  both  upon  me,  wliich  cannot  touch  me 
idooe,  and  jnuft  be  born  like  a  common  calamit)\ 
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I  cannot  find  them  willing  yet  to  end  my  cmb 
form,  or  give  me  leave  to  fend  over  for  my  wifi 
family ;  v^hich  I  eafily  apprehend  the  reafon  oi 
muft  go  through  as  well  as  I  can  ;  though  my  e> 
at  the  Hague  be  great,  and  my  ht^s  little  here  c 
ting  my  pay,  as  I  find  aflSiirs  go  and  diipofitions 
the  treafury,  where  all  is  difpofed  in  a  manner 
Thomas  Clifford.  \n  the  mean  time  I  have  fen 
for  my  Spanifli  horfe,  and  intend  to  fend  a  j 
away  with  him  to  Dublin,  in  hopes  you  will  be  \ 
wkh  htm.  I  can  be  fo  with  nothing  more  th 
occafions  of  expreflfmg  always  that  duty  whei-ei 
am,  Sr,  your  ifc. 


^a  Moj^ewr  de  JVltt. 

Sheen,  July  25. 
S  P  R,  1671. 

"Pi  Y  yours  of^  the  i/^h  inftafit, 
-*^  I  received  die  marks  you 
wc^e  pleafed  to  give  me  of 
your  fxiendibi|^  and  memory, 
which  I  value  as  I  ought,  and 
as  coming  from  a  perfon  who 
has  already  acquired  the 
efleem  of  all  the  world,  and 
by  that  the  right  of  doing 
ihuch  honour  to  others  to 
whom,  he  gives  any  tcftimony 
of  his  own.  I  can  pretend  to 
no  other  part  in  it,  than  what 
your  goodnefs  gives  nic,  and 
am  afraid  that  this  may  do  in- 
jury to  your  judgment.  But 
knowing  that  your  opinion  of 
me  is  folely  founded  upon 
your  knowledge  of  my  good 
intentions,  I  mall  defend  my- 
felf  no  longer  \  becaufe  in  this 
age  there  is  fo  little  honour  in 
being  a  good  man,  that  none 
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Au  Monfieur  de  "V 

De  Sheen 
Monjieur^  JniL 

J^JTre^u  dans  vitn 
du  14,  d§  a  mots  U 
ques  que  xmus  avez  hie? 
me  donnsr  dd  votre  fi 
y  de  vitre  amitie  :  je  U 
ce  quelks  valent^  l^  con 
naht  d^une  terfonne  q 
deja  acquis  tejHme  de 
mondcy  fcT  par^la  le  a 
faire  beaucoup  d'hcnne 
dormant  des  marques  de  U 
Je  nyf^aurols  pretendre 
part  que  celle  que  votre 
Jite  niy  donne^  i^  je  crah 
que  cela  nefajfe  qurlqut 
votre  jugement.  Mais 
que  la  bonne  opinion  qi 
temoignez  avoir  de  mo 
fondee  que  fur  la  connoij^ 
mes  bonnes  intentions^  je 
plus  me  defendre ;  car^  a 
dans  unfiecle  comme  le  n 
y  a  trop  peu  de  gloire 
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art  fufpeded  to  employ  their 
nmtf  about  k,  aoy  oiore  than 
their  purfuits.  I  (hould  quit 
ay  rclidence  at  the  Hague 
with  much  regret,  if  I  were 
of  your  opinion  in  what  re- 
gu^me;  for  I  think  I  fliould 
\t  wholly  ufdeis  diere,  and 
U  I  am  better  turned  for 
■aking  a  good  gardener  than 
u  able  minifter.  However, 
[  (hall  ever  bear  much  refpef^ 
md  cReem  to  thofe  who  are 
well  qualified  for  the  latter; 
and  therefore  cannot  fail  of 
both  for  your  perfon  in  parti- 
cular,  any  more  than  of  my 
acknowledgments  for  your  ci- 
vilities to  me  at  the  rlacuc, 
whereof  I  ihall  ever  prclervc 
the  remembrance,  as  well  as 
the  paiSon  wherewith  I  am, 
Sir,  vo'or  Wr. 


b§mme  di  bieny  pour  latUnr  U 
fiupfon  d* avoir  tourne  fis  vtua 
a  ce  coti'la^  sSf  borne  fa  vaniti 
afi  feu  de  chefe,  Je  quittcroU 
avec  bcaucoup  de  regret  le  fi" 
jour  di  la  Hayefij^avoh  de  may 
mime  Fcpinion  que  vous  juoulen 
que  J  en  aye ;  mon  fentiment  ejl 
quifyfero'iS  Uut-a  fait  inutile ; 
€sf  y>  me  Jem  heancoup  plus  pro^ 
pre  a  praiiqrur  Part  dun  bon 
Jardinier^  aue  celuy  d^ljabili 
mtnijlre.  j*auray  pourtant 
toujours  regime  W  le  refpeif 
qui  font  dus  a  eux  qui  favent 
bien  ce  dernier^  isf  par- Id  ji 
croy  dire  ajfex  clairement^  que 
je  n'en  manqueray  jamais  pour 
voire  perjonne  en  particulier. 
Je  fay  de  plus  quelle  reconnoifa 
Janceje  dois  a  toutcs  Us  civili^ 
tex  que  j^ay  reaues  de  vous  pen- 
dant  mon  fejour  a  la  Haye  \  l^ 
msu  ccKur  en  co7iferv:ra  cternelle- 
ment  le  fouvenir^  nirft  que  la 
pajfton  avcc  luqwlu  yV  fais^ 
mo-fauv^  'i:ltre  wvC, 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  London,  Sept.  14.   1671. 

1A  M  fure  you  will  be  plcared  with  knowing  that 
my  wife  and  family  arc  I'afc  arrived  from  Holland, 
after  a  palFage  that  might  very  well  have  met  with 
odjer  dangers  befides  thofe  of  wind  and  weathir.  I 
could  not  obtain  leave  to  fend  for  them  till  July  tho* 
I  had  for  fome  months  folicited  both  that  and  th^ 
ending  of  my  embalTy:  but  then  his  majefty  was 
plealcd  to  grant  me  both  that  lib^rrty,  and  alio  of 
writing  to  the  States  and  to  iiionfieur  de  Witt,  to  take 
my  leave  of  them,  and  end  my  embaify  as  upon  my 
I  own 
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own  defire,  and  my  own  private  ckrcalions ;  wh 
were  indeed  enough  to  engage  me  in  that  purii 
coniidering  the  charge  of  maintaining: an  lmbai&d< 
family  at  the  Hague  while  my  payments  fiom  the  I 
chequer  went  fo  heavy  and  fo  lame. 

'TLs  true,  I  had  other  reafons  long  about  me,  wh 
I  kept  to  myfclf:  for  foon  after  my  coming  over, 
wife  writ  me  word,  that  monfieur  Gioe^  the  Dat 
envoy  there,  had  told  her  in  confidence,  and  out 
kindnefs  to  me,  that  monfieur  Pomporte,  the  Fra 
ambaiTador  at  the  Hague,  had  acquainted  him,  t 
new  meafures  were  taken  between  our  court  and  t 
of  France  -,  among  which  one  wasj  that  1  Ihould 
recalled  and  return  no  more. 

At  the  fame  time  monfieur  de  Witt  had,  upon 
delays  of  my  return,  told  my  fecretary  Mr.  Blaithw 
that  he  fhould  take  my  flay  or  coming  back  for  c 
tain  figns  of  what  the  king's  intentions  were  towa 
the  preferving  or  changing  the  meafures  he  had  tal 
with  the  States  ;  and  had  defired  him  to  let  the  cc 
know  what  he  faid.  This,  I  fuppofe,  made  th 
unwilling  to  make  a  declaration,  by  my  rccalHng, 
what  th«y  intended  upon  this  occafion,  before 
things  neceffary  were  more  fully  agreed,  or  better  0 
certed.  Therefore  they  continued  not  only  my  fan 
there  for  fo  many  months,  and  the  talk  of  my  rea 
but  entertained  the  Dutch  minifters  here  widi  fi 
language  as  gained  in  them  an  opinion  of  our  m 
fures  ftiJI  continued  firm  [upon  the  fame  bottom  ;  ; 
witli  fuch  a  credulity  as  was  enough  to  make  one  do 
whether  they  were  willing  to  deceive  their  matters, 
to  be  deceived  themfelves. 

.  In  July  the  Dutch  fleet  was  floating  in  the  channel 
Ihew,  I  fuppde,.  that  they  were  in  condition  to  n 
any  uf  thole. dangers  they  began  to  fuipecl  from 
morions  of  F;*ancc,  and. from  our  late  condu6c.  Vv 
the  captain/ of  .tiie  yatcht  tliat  was  ordered  to  con 
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Bit  wife  over,  took  his  leave  at  court,  he  had  public 
otdas  given  him,  if  he  came  in  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
he  ihould  fail  through  them,  and  fhoot  at  thofe  ihips 
which  were  next  him»  till  be  made  them  Ifaike  fail,  or 
till  they  ihoc  at  him  again,  and  then  purfue  his  couiie. 
He  paffid,  it  feems,  into  Holland  without  feeing  them  ; 
but  as  he  returned  he  met  the  fleet,  and  failing  through 
them,  made  ievcral  (hot  at  thole  near  him:  upon 
which  they  ieemed  at  leaft  not  to  know  what  he  meant, 
and  to  believe  he  might  be  in  ibme  diflrefs,  and  the 
Admiral  lent  a  boat  aboard  him  to  enquire.  The  cap« 
tain  told  them,  that  he  had  been  fent  to  bring  back 
die  Engiilh  ambafladrels  with  her  family  from  Holland ; 
and  had  orders  to  make  the  Dutch  fleet  ffaike  where* 
ever  he  met  them  in  the  Channel,  Upon  this  meflSiflge 
bj  die  boat.  Vice- Admiral  Van  Ghent  came  aboard  the 
yacht,  upon  a  compliment  to  my  wife,  which  he  per- 
fcnned  very  handfomelv,  and  afterwards  defired  to  (peak 
with  the  captain,  of  whom  he  enquired  the  redbn  of 
his  (hooting  \  and  receiving  the  fame  anfwer  which  had 
been  given  to  the  firft  boat,  he  faid  it  was  a  point  they 
had  received  no  order  in  from  their  mailers,  and  did 
not  know  how  that  afiair  was  agreed  between  bis  ma- 
jefly  and  the  States.  But  thoueh  it  were  fetded,  yet 
the  captain  could  not  pretend  the  fleet  and  Admiral 
fliouki  llrike  to  a  yacht,  which  was  but  a  pleafure- 
boat,  or  at  leaft  ferved  only  for  paffage,  and  could  not 
pa&  for  one  of  the  king's  men  of  war.  The  captain 
laid  he  had  his  orders,  and  was  bound  t6  follow  them. 
After  Van  Ghent  was  gone,  the  captain  perplexed 
enough  came  to  my  wife,  and  defired  to  know  what  (he 
pkafed  he  fhould  do  in  the  cafe ;  which  fhe  faw  he  did 
not  like  very  wtll,  and  would  be  glad  to  get  out  of  by 
her  help.  She  told  him,  he  knew  his  orders  befl:,  and 
what  he  was  to  do  upon  them  *,  which  fhi:  left  to  him 
to  follow  as  he  thought  fit,  without  any  regard  tp  her 
or  her  children.  He  purfucd  his  cousk,  an^  landed 
Vol  U.  N  '      >«r 
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her  fafc  •,  after  which  fhe  went  to  court,  and  wk  \ 
^'cll  received,  and  much  commended  for  her  par 
-what  had  palFed:  and  at  night  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins 
Tent  to  take  her  examinsttiohih  form  upon  the  wl 
matter  of  faft.  When  I  went  iicxt  to  the  king's  Ir 
•he  began  to  fpcak  of  my  wife's  carriage  at  fea,  an« 
•commend  it  as  much  as  he  blamed  the  captain's ; 
'faid,  fhe  had  friewed  more  courage  than  he :  and  t 
•falHng  upon  the  Dutch  infolence,  I  faid,  that  howt 
'matters  went,  it  muft  be  conftfled  that  there  was  f( 
merit  in  my  family,  fince  I  had  made  the  alliances 
Holland,  and  my  wife  was  like  to  have  the  honoui 
making  the  war.  The  king  fmiled  as  well  as  I,  i 
had  found  this  the  only  way  to  turn  the  ^ifcourfe 
to  good  humour :  and  lo  it  ended. 

When  I  went  into  the  king's  clofct,  I  defircd  to 
his  hand  upon  the  end  of  my  embafly ;  which  he  g 
.  me  very  gracioufly,  and  told  me  he  had  all  the  rw 
that  could  be,  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  fervices.     1 
upon  mydefire  that  he  would  give  me  fome  hel] 
the  difpatch  of  my  payments  due  from  theExcheqi 
lince  I  was  rcfolved,  to  alk  him  nothing  elfe,  and 
been  at  fo  great  expence  to  maintain  my  family  at 
Hague  fo  long  without  their  help ;  he  told  me, 
would  (peak  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  to 
mejuftice;  and  in  the  mean  time  would  give  me 
plate  belonging  to  my  embafly,  which  I  had  ftill  in 
poflefliOn.      I  gave  his  majefty  my  humble  than 
and  he  feeined  very  much  pleafed  to  fee  I  took  it  Id 
ly,  and  was  fo  eafily  contented. 

Atid  thus  an  adventure  has  ended  in  fmoke,  wl 
had  for  almoft  three  years  made  fo  much  noife  in 
^world,  reftored  and  preferred  fo  long  the  gc*neral  pc 
^■andleft  his  majcfly  the  arbitrage  of  all  affairs  am 
^  our  neighbours,  by  die  emperor  and  Snain's  refolutit 
;as  well  as-  Sweden  and  Holland's,  to  follow  hismeaft 
•for  Ae  cdtnmonfafety  and  peace  of  Chriftcndom. 

■"  2  ■ 
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The  Dutch  nunifiers  at  court,  as  ill  nofes  as  they 
h»vc,  began  to  finell  the  powder  after  the  captain's 
Ihoodng,  and  knew  not  what  countenances  to  fet  upon  k 
hoe,  and  will  I  doubt  be  more  to  ieek  at  their  return. 
All  people  are  fiiU  of  the  politics  and  expefbr.nons  of 
what  will  be  next^  which  you  mud  expeft  to  hear  from 
Gazetces,  and  no  more  from  me  •,  who  fiiill  not  To  much. 
tt  enquire,  nor  care  to  know ;  but  [retire  to  my  corner 
tt  Sheen,  and  endeavour  to  pais  the  relt  of  my  life  as 
quietly  and  innocently  as  I  can  ;  and  for  the  reft,  like 

a  private  man,  run  the  fortune  of  my  country 

•  I  have  been  long  enough  in  eouias  and  public  bufi^ 
Bcfs,  CO  know  a  great  deal  of  the  world  and  of  myfelf ; 
and  to  find  that  we  are  not  made  for  one  another,-  and 
diac  neither  of  us  are  like  to  alter  either  bur  natures  or 
our  cuftoms :  and  that  in  courie  and  periods  of  public 
government,  as  well  as  private  life,  quif<iue  fuos  patu 
mur  manes.  4        ■     ■      -  . 

I  am  fenfible  this  is  too  long  a  trouble ;  but  being  like 
CO  be  the  lall  of  this  kmd,  I  Iiope  you  will  forgive  it 
among  nnany  others  you  have  been  content  with  frqm. 
Sir,  your  moil  obedient  fon,  and  mod  humble  feryant.. 

To  Thy  brother  Sir  John  Temple. 

Dear  Brother,  Sheen,  May  23,  16*72. 

TH  O'  I  have  not  much  troubled  my  friends  or  my- 
felf with  letters,  fince  I  left  off  all  pilblic  bu(r- 
ifcfs ;  yet  our  company  here  being  otherwife  engaged 
at  this  time,  I  could  not  defer  the  telling  you  by  this 
poft,  that  my  brother  Harry  is  fafe  :irrived  from  France, 
^and  talks  of  beginning  another  journey  towards  you  in 
a  litdc  time.     I  doubt  he  had  nor  come  over  fo  foon, 
but  from  the  apprehenfion  of  m.ore  danger  at  fea  up- 
on the  Dutch  war  breaking  out,  which  you  will  at 
*lcngrh  believe  my  prefages  of  had  fome  reafon,  as  I 
wiii  allow  you  had  none*  to  think  them  tme  at  that 
.diftance*,  fince  neither  the  French  nor  the  Dutch  would 
— '  -  N  2  believe 
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Wicvc  we  were  in  eamcft,  till  we  fell  upon  the  Smyrna 
fleet.  My  brother  Harry  fays,  no  body  till  then  be- 
lieved it  at  Paris  \  and  when  I  told  my  lord  Arlington 
what  he  faid,  he  confeffed  the  very  French  court  would 
not  believe  it  till  that  blow  was  ftruck :  and  how  wcB 
foever  our  meafures  with  them  were  taken,  yet  they 
refolved  we  {houl4  begin  the  war ;  which  was  an  hoH 
nour  we  might  perhaps  have  (pared,  confidering  who 
was  like  to  have  the  profit  of  it. 

For  the  Dutch,  though  they  were  alarmed  at  Sir 
George  Downing*s  being  lent  over  upon  tiie  ending  of 
my  embafiy,  yet  they  thought  it  was  defigned  only  X9 
fright  them  into  ibme  great  payments,  as  he  had  endea* 
voured  to  do  before  the  nrft  war  began ;  ib  that 
they  were  fdW  in  hopes,  that  if  our  conmion  intereft 
and  treatks  ihould  not  hold  us,  yet  they  might  at 
leaft  buy  our  friendfhip.  Therefore  the  States  treat- 
ed Sir  George  Downhig  with  all  refped  and  civilitV} 
though  the  cothmoii  people  were  hardly  kept  in  orcier 
upon  their  old  hatrea  to  him,  which  was  wdl  known 
here  before  he  went.  For  when  the  king  named  him 
for  that  empkyyment,  one  of  the  council  mid,  The  rab* 
ble  will  tear  him  in  pieces ;  upon  which  the  king  fmiled, 
and  faid.  Well,  I  will  venture  him.  But  Sir  George  was 
lb  wife  as  not  to  venture  himlelf  too  far ;  which  made 
him  come  away  in  a  fright  without  orders  or  leave :  and 
that  was  all  the  occafion  of  his  being  lent  to  the  Tower 
upon  his  arrival,  which  difappointed  fome  ends  defiffi* 
ed  by  his  journey.  I  think  indeed  none  got  much  dv 
it  but  I ;  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  put  off  my  houir 
at  the  Ha^  with  a  great  deal  of  my  furniture  to  lum 
at  his  going  over.  This  advantage  indeed  was  but 
imall,  in  comparifon  of  what  I  have  loft  upon  this  oc- 
cafion by  the  ftop  of  the  Exchequer,  which  has  Auk 
all  the  money  I  had  in  Alderman  Backweirs  hands,  and 
I  doubt,  without  recovery.  This  counfel  was  carried 
fo  fecret,  that  I  do  not  hear  of  any  man  at  coun  that 
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wamti)g  enough  tt>  call  in  his  money  out  of  any  of 
Milkers  hands :  till  Sir  Thomas  CliSbidpropoled  the 
{  at  council  without  other  drcumitanQe,  thaa 
ig^  that  it  was  neceflary,  the  king  muft  have  money 

I  the  war  widi  Holland ;  that  be  knew  no  other 
but  this  ;  and  defired  none  would  (peak  againft  i% 
out  propofing  Ibme  better  and  eafier  way.  Upon 
nothing  more  was  iaid^  and  the  thing  pajQed  \  and 
K  iounediately  public,  it  was  too  late  tor  any  man 

II  in  his  money ;  wfiich  made  the  Jq&  and  com- 
it  i^cry  general,  as  well  as  pacticular  to  me.  Yet 
7  God  this  may  prore  the  worft  coniequence  of  the, 
int  war*  and  tne  coun&k  that  have  engaged  ui 
.  I  doubt  you  will  find  very  ill  oqes  in  u!|£ad  by 
06  of  all  vour  foreign  trade,  that  will  ibonii^bllow^ 
at  my  puolic  thoughts  are  ended,  and  ib  I  leave 
I  to  tfaoie  who  are  engaged  in  them.  If  my  father 
you  are  well,  as  your  friends  are  all  .here,  it  is 
igh :  and  I  am  ever  your  moft  afiedionate  brother. 

f  Mfffiptur  Wickfort.         Au  Monficfur  Wickfort; 


Lond.  Oft.  lo. 
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\h  the  cotirfe  of  public 
fan,  it  were  permitted 
» coltivsite  any  correfpon- 
X  in  the  country  where 
Hr,  it  (hould,  without 
(have  been  yours,  which 
4Mr  been  equally  profi- 
i;^ad.  agrerable  to  me: 
iy  nnft  comply  with  the 
I  pod  motions  of  our  go- 
OCnti^  how  contrary  fo- 
ftcT  may  be  to  our  own 
Imms.  However,  fince 
ic  -cliAs  do  nor  forbid 
saomerce  that  h  only  ufed 
riddrawing  eficds  in  ei- 
ther 
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Mwfiiur^  S.  N.  1672; 
0/  ks  €tnjm£fures  V  lisfitjw 
^  tisns  des  affaini  puhliquis 
niavoient  pirmis  d^entretmr 
^Milfut  cerrefpcndenci  0U  pais 
eu  vous  iftffy  c^iui  eti  fans  d$uti 
une  amtii  cemme  la  votrt  fUi 
fiujji  eu  foiti  de  cultiver\  car 
elU  ffta  toujfiurs  paru  egalemeni 
utili  (^  agriahle.  It  faui  s*ac» 
cemmoder  au  tems^  ii  cedir  awe 
m$u%>emens  qui  entrainent  its 
itats^  quelques  oppofez  (ptils  foi- 
ent  a  nes  defin  (sf  a  ncs  volon^ 
te%»  Mais  cemme  les  declara^ 
^ions  dis  princes  m  defftndent 
pas  cittehrte  d$  c^mnuTce%  (mi 
N3  rim 
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means  allowed  ta  acquit  my- 
felf  of  the  acknowltadgments- 
I  owe  you,,  for  Hiyw^mg  ipy 
a^Ti^rs  with  nionfieur  ^Scague, 
an^  to  defire  you  will  continue 
to  me  your  good  c^fiices,  if  I 
fJiaU  need' then),  tOWatds  fi* 
ilfflAng  the  reft  of  my  accounts 
^h  my  mcrchjmts  at- Amfter- 
darvu        .      • 

-x  In  the  mean  times  1  thank 
you  for  the  favx>iJQCpf  your  laft, 
which  has  given  ^e.  a  vqry 
agreeable  fiirprize :  Yift  a  gre^t 
Xncarur4fto  hear,'  tlijitdhyme- 
ftidryis  Itft  of  a  oeifoh  bu- 
ried ih  the  privacy- fefk  cou A- 
tiy  life,  and  the-' idle  amufe- 
ments.of  Icifure.  >  iFor,.  fmce 
lU6:^ajcfty|MU|*thoCight.fit  to 
change  the  courfe  of  his  coun- 
fel^.'in  the  purfait  whereof  I 
was  fo  long  and  fo  fmcerely 
fiijjbged,'  as  dvcf  believing 
thcdi  equally  neceilary  to  the 
repofe  of  Chrifticndom,  and  to 
the  good  of  both  our  nations  \ 
I  -hare  had  no  (bare  at  all  in 
fniblic  affairs ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  wholly  funk  jn 
•mygardening,  and  the  quiet  of 
*a  private  life;  which,  I  thank 
"God,  agrees  with  me  as  well 
as  'the  fplcndor  of  the  world, 
•and  givcs'me  a  great  deal  more 
quiet  and  fatistadion  than  I 
ihould  have  found  by  purfuing 
my  fortunes  in  it,  if  I  bad  the 
inclinations  as  often  as  I  have 
had  the  occafions  to  do  fo.  I 
wiil  not  tcl'  you,  that  1  have 
fuc-r 


ifafnir  hvt  fki'de  utinr 
feU^  ^  deffudtrj^es  comp 
purity  ffaMri^  ilnitft\ 
df'  wfac^mtier  d$  a  que  j 
doafmar  ni! avoir  tire  d^i 
isijc  minhur  Scague^ 
v&ui Jiifflier  di  me  con 
voi  tms  offices^  en  cat  (pi 
foient  encore  necejfaitet  po 
nir*  le  r{/?/  de  mes  comptei 
mm  ifiardumd  d' JmJierdA 

Je ,  vous  remercte  en 
tem^de  tag^4iceque  vous  n 
faite  par  voire  dernier e 
qui  9fu  fut  rendtie  il  y  a  q 
thni\  \if  qiime  caufr  nne 
ahlefiir^tfe ;  je  vey  avec 
ju*on  fi  jbuvumt  encore 
perfonne  enfeveUe  dans  un 
champitrCi  &  qui  dans  ^ 
iraife  m  parcit  plus  j 
qO*aux  douceurs  tune  vit 
Car  dtpuis  que  fa  nmjt 
trouve  ion  de  changer  I 
de.  fen  confeil^  auquel  f 
fi  lengtems  ^  fi  fmcerenu 
vone,  perfuadi  que  Us  vc 
.ce  confeil  ctoirnt  cgalemeni 
&  au  l^en  de  nos  deux  n 
(ff  au  repos  de  la  Chrei 
dequis  ce  tems^la,  siis  je^  j 
pris  aucune  part  aux  a 
puhUques^  If  rfayfengi  et 
traire  qu^a  nienfoncer  d 
jardinagCy  i^  a  geuter  I 
ccur  d'une  vieprivee ;  qui^ 
a  Dieuj  mefied  auffi  hiek 
le  fajle  des  emplois^  ^  it 
clat  du  grand  monddy  if  i 
fouir  d'-un  repos  phis  parfc 
m*en  auroit  p^  procurer  * 
grandf  elevation^  ft  avec  i 
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fixxeeded  fo  well  in  my  fmall 
country  deGgns,  as  I  have 
ibmedinesdone  in  great  ones : 
bur,  if  ever  any  favourable  ac- 


defirs  qui  ceux  que  faj^  favois 
menage  toutes  les  occafims  qui 
nCwt  ite  offertes  pour  arriver 
a  une  grande  fortune.      Je  ne 


you  ice  that  our  buildings  are    reujj^    dam   det    dejfeins  plus 

noc  altogether  without  neau    ilevez  :   mats  ft  jamaii  quelqtg 

ods :  at  leaft,  I  would  make    conjon^ure   impreveue   (car  ce 

you  confefs,  that  the  fruits  of   JiecU  en  fait  naitre  des  plus  bi- 

iqr  »rden  have  another  taft^    ^^0   f^i^oj^  djfis^  fav^r^Ue 

than  moie  of  my  *  clo(et,  and    piw  vous  condutre  dans  nk're 

will  preferve  better  than  thofe     IJle^  je  vousferois  voir  que  net 

of  ny  embaffies.   In  the  mean     (at i mens  ne  fint  pas  tout  a  fait 

*" —  I  muft  give  place  to  our    fans^agremeni  \  ou  du  mcins  je 

here,  who  will  not  be    vousferois  avoier^  quAs  fruits 

de  mon  jardin  ont  bi^  un  autre 

gout  que  ceux  de  mon  cahinctj, 

tf  ont  la  propr^ete  de  fe  confirm- 

ver  mieux  que  ceux  de  mes  mn^ 

bajfadei.     jen'ofefois  employer 

ce  qui  me  refie  de  papier  j  l^ 

il  faut  que  je  fonge  ay  laijfer 

du  vuide  pour  nos  dames^  qui 

ne  me  le  pardonneroient  pas  'fi 

elles  riy  trouvoi/nt  pface  poUr 

ifous  afjurer  de  leur's  fcruices^ 

i^  dujouvenir  qu^ elles  conferve^ 

font  toujours  de  toutes  les  bontis 

qu^eUes  ont  rescues  tant  do  vous 

que  de  voire  f ami  lie.     Jejuis^ 

•  Ohfcrvations  on  the  Ne-     monjieur^  votre  tres  humble  isf 

^Acila^s,  which  M.  Wickfort    tres  affeiftonne  ferviteur^ 

'^ftujw^xds  tranflated.  W.  T£m?ie« 


^  end  of  Sir  JV.  Temple's  letters. 


i^di&ed  without  afluring  you 
of  dietr  (ervices,  and  of  the 
icmembrance  they  will  always 
keep  of  the  civilities  they  have 
ncived  from  you  and  your 
fittiily.  I  am,  oir,  your  moil 
•kunble  aiul  moft  aScdionate 
fervant. 


i^4 
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LETTERS 

TO 

Sir  WILLIAM    TEMPLE. 


1 


From  Mr.  Secretary  Trevor. 

SIR,  Londfon,  Oa.  8.  1668.  N.  S. 

Have  received  your  congratulation  as  an  eflSsft  of 


your  friendfhip  as  well  as  your  civility.  I  am  w^ 
JL  ling  to  flajtter  myfclf  with  it,  as  a  thing  very 
ggreeable  to  ihy  ambition,  and  the  defires  I  have  always 
had  to  dcferve  it,  If  it  were  not  to  affume  {bniethoig 
of  vanity,  I  would  make  you  the  offer  of  all  the  fervices 
which  my  prcfent  or  future  fortunes  (hall  make  mc 
capable  to  pay  you ;  and  if  I  could  make  them  as  valu- 
able as  they  are  fincere,  J  durfl  recommend  them  toJx 
worthy  your  acceptance.  Sir,  I  know  your  worth  and 
merit  gave  me  many  competitors  to  your  firiendfbip*,  but 
in  this  divided  world  I  claim  fome  affinity  to  your  prinr 
ciples,  which  gives  fbme  fingularity  to  my  pretmce. 

It  is  hardly  yet  in  my  province  to  entdr  into  Uifiwfi 
with  you ;  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  tell  you,  thai 
I  am  very  glad  you  think  it  neceffary^,  and  have  made 
fome  prognrf^  in  fome  new  expedient  tor  paying  the  Swe- 
diih  fubGdies^  and  confirming  that  umon  which  muft  pre* 
ferve  the  peace  of  Europe.  My  lord  Keeper  and  loni 
privy  feal  do  a  little  fear  the  confequence  of  an  univer^* 
fal  guaranty  upon  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  ^  left  in 
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die  extent  of  it,  it  fhouM  be  conftrued  to  engage  the 
kin|  CO  mater  charae  apd  undertakings  than  will 
confift  wim  the  ftate  ofhis  afiairs.  They  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  Yftxt  better  to  pay  thefe  fubfidies  in  three 
parts,  whereof  ^Mun  wiU  readily  pay  Ms  third,  and 
you  know  how  England  can  pay  theirs,  if  Holland  wiU 
accept  their  part :  and  then  to  proceed  freely  to  com- 
prriicnd  Spain  in  the  alliance  upon  fach  terms  of  advan- 
tage as  are  ob^ous  in  reipea  to  England.  My  lord 
Arling;ton's  thoughts  upon  this  fubje^):  are  not  yet 
known  to  me :  he  is  with  the  king,  and  I  have  given 
lum  an  account  of  thefe  difcourfesi  and  in  a  few  days 
I  believe  you  will  hear  from  him.  In  the  mean  time 
I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  thb  advance  of  our  me- 
ditations here ;  whereof  you  will  make  what  ufe  you 
ftall  think  reaibnable  to  thoieends  we  aim  at. 

Sir,  I  am  with  great  efteem  and  fincerity  your  nuifl: 
fndiful,  and  humUe  iervant  J.  Trevor. 

FHm  the  earl  of  Nortbtdmbtrland. 

SIR,  IVtworth,  Nov.  16.  166  J. 

I  Should  bt  very  much  to  blame  if  I  did  not  make  a 
mofe  tlum  ordinary  acknowledgment  for  the  laft 
kner  I  received  from  yoo ;  i^dicrein  I  find  more  maiks 
of  true  firiendlhip  than  are  ufually  met  with  in  this  age ; 
wheie  truth  is  kldom  fpoken,  and  flattery  is  the  only 
dvility.  I  do  very  fiiUy  agree  with  you,  that  none  of 
die  Anions  of  my  life  can  be  of  more  importance  to  me 
diao  thoie  at  my  firft  letting  our,  whereby  I  may  give 
the  world  a  good  or  bad  imprelTion  of  me ;  and  which 
ftever  of  the  two  is  at  firil  taken  up,  will  hardly  ever 
be  altered.  If  I  faiUn  this,  I  cannot  but  confers  my- 
filf  extreme  faulty,  having  lived  fo  many  years  under 
die  examples  and  precepts  of  one  who  made  it  his  whole 
bufineis  to  inform  me  of  the  difference  between  good  and 
cvilt  and  who  was  &)  well  able  to  do  it :  fo  as  befides 
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the  relation,  I  can  truly  fay^  than  X  have  loft  the 
^end  I  had  \  and  Ihf^^  tp  be  believe^  when  I  iay 
Ithoughtfo.  .1.  ..r    ,i. 

I  wUl  ^certain  you  no  longer  on  i3bis\(^^  -, 
I  have  cntertaii\ed  ipyfdf  Very  well  vith.xiwding 
ktter  o&eni  and  I  allure  vou  that  .^i^  c^not  be 
your  friendship |Qn  any  body  that  dotE.npibce  efteei 
and  will  more  gjadly  embrace  it  thai\'yqur  moft  a 
tionate  and  faithful  fervanc  Northumberl/ 

From  tbi  barm  de  PJ^k. 


1 


F  I  were  not  well  alTureJ  6F 
yoiir  goodnefsi  and  that  j/bu 
know  the  bottom  of 'my  Bearf 
cnoUg^  to  be  perfeaded^-tbat 
tiine  and.  abfence  can  change 
nothing  of  the  pcrfeft  fricnd- 
ihip  I  haye  vowej,  for  y^yir 
cxccUcncV  J  1  might  appfr- 
hend  my  lone  fdcnc^  had  raif- 
ed  ip  you  an  lU'opinidh  of  ft: 
but  I  will  confdffs  to  you  freely,' 
that  while  I  faw  thiogt  take,  a 
quke  contrary  coutfe  to  what 
I  wihed^  I  had  not  the  bjeait 
to  entertain  a  correfpondence 
wherein  T  could  fumiOi  no- 
thing but  words  in  the  air, 
uncertain  hopes,  and  j)rojcfis 
wiihout  foundation.  But  now, 
when  things  feem  to  proceed 
by  maxims  more  agreeable  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  time,  I  return  to  my  an- 
cient obligations,  and  begin 
to  awake  outof  the  profound 
fleep,  wherein  the  languifh- 
ing 


Bri^eb^  Da 
Monfi(ur%  ^         J 

Cljetu  KonnoiJfoU  hien 
^  bonti  y  que  vous  ^ 
ajsez  Itfmi  it  men  cofuf 
eire  p^rfuadi'  qu4  U  tm 
P  abfence  uepMUuent  ri^n  « 
de  la  parfaiie  amitte  qut 
v$iie  fi  V*  ^,Jqp^ehendOi 
morihfigj&tnte  fte  hty  en  et 
concevoir  quelque  mauvgij 
nion :  mais  je  lay  in/i 
franebemrni' ^  tami  fu 
fueu  leieh^eiK  prendre  um 
tout  contrafrt  A^Wtry  qi^ej 
baitois  \  ji  jb'iq^  pas  eu  U 
d^entretem/.  une  corr^J^ot. 
daus  laqueJlije  riaurelspu 
nir qtu}4i5 proles  ertfai 
kfperancH  tncertainesy  ( 
prejets  (km  fendemenU,  4 
fent  qiidla  femhlent  s*aehe 
par  desnuiximes  plus  c^nvi 
aux  (irc9nfi^nc£i  du  tern, 
fent  J  je  reviem^  a  mes  am 
obligations^  et  commence 
reveil/er  comme  du  profom 
mcil  oil  la  langueur  de  not 
r 
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afnf  ov  aflUn  hidplosged 
wty  Bad  my  fifft  emel  is  to 
Mwirto  your  czceUeacy  pnj 
mdtat  icnriccsy  and.  to  teftv; 
I  ^  B^  extxcme  joy  ibr  the 
UpelbaTc  of  the  honour  ver^ 
mb  to  eoAniiee  yon,  and  poar 
ytb  ydsr  kifoai  my  moft  fe<- 
dtt  tboi^ts.  -But  fhall  we 
mKtkmre  nlib  the  company 
your  .Uliiftrious  lady,  qiy  ia« 
d^  Teniae  }  My  vdfe,  who 
wiQ  needs,  bear  me  company, 
win  never  be  comforted,  if  (he 
0dbs  die  occafion  of  feeing 
h  dear  a  friend :  and  I  con- 
Mcoyoo,  it  would  be  a  fen- 
Ale  mortification  if  we  fhould 
asi  find  her  withy  oik  Intfae 
scan  time,  I  humbly  defire 
mr  excellency  to  believe  that 
1  ana  abfelutuy  yours,  and 
ihat  I  have  tacen  part  as  I 
oeght,  in  the  ^ry  vou  have 
icquined  in  the  World  by  your 
pm,  and  happ^  negotiations, 
wilui^  you,  from  the  bottom 
«f  my  heart,,  idl  the  aidvant- 
agesyou  ought  juffly' to  expeA 
ran  So  generous  a  mafter. 
thek  are  the  inott  ardent 
Vriflbca  oFj  my' lord,  your  ex- 
cdkncVs'  moft  humble  and 
mift.obedicnt  fervant. 


ratima  nf&vrit  fUiigi  \  ^  bmh 

pnmUf  fiin  eft  Jk  renguvslUif 

aV^'Ei  niis  ancitns  firvicisi 

tf  liy  iifmigmr  tixtnme  jvyt 

fUijM  di  tlfpoir  d*av9irUin^ 

th  rb$mmr  di  tmbrafftr^  kt 

verfir  dantfon  fein  mes  plusfo^ 

crHta  fnmtt.     Mai$  liy  tr§M' 

nti^ons-'nom  fmnt  vttrg  ilbjfin 

Mtkkme  Timplt?  Mt/enmuf 

f»i  viint  abfilument  t^aagm'- 

pitgniTj  tu  Ji  cwfiUra  jamais 

fielli  ferdceiti  occafi$n  di  vir 

umfifndeufi  amii :  itji  vcus 

avota  fui  a  nous  fir^it  umfm- 

fiUi  mortificatiaif  Ji  mus  m  h 

riMcMriiBS  pas  myprh  dfv$mk 

Cependant  ji  prii  trh  iHimUi^ 

mint  V.  £.  di  cfiin  qiu  jijuis 

ahjolumifit  a  </2f,    ^  que  j'ay 

pris  touii  la  part  que  je  devois^ 

a  la  gkin  qu^elle  5* eft  acquife 

dans  k  monde  par  fes  belles  oT 

biwiufes  negotiatit^s  \  luy  fn^ 

baitant  dm  fond  du  eantr  tius 

li$,avetntagis  qui    Vius  diVOi 

ju/iimiftt  attendre  tun  ft  gem^ 

reux  Maitre,    Cefont  lei  vamx 

trh  ar dents  que  fait  fans  ajji^ 

snonjiiury  de  zitre  excellence  U 

ires'hstmbli  £*f  trh  obeiffkntfer^ 

vkeur^ 

De  l'Isola, 


-  Prom  my  lord  Arlington. 

'    MvLord,  London,  Jan.  19,  1668-^. 

I  Have  two  df  yours  to  acknowledge  of  the  1 5th'  arui 
«2d,  I  fhould  have  faid  thfee ;  for  of  the  former 
dace  I  had  twa,  one  relating  to  die  public  affair,  the 
other  to  you  and  me ;  to  which  I  will  make  anfwer  at 
-die  bottom  of  this.  J 
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I  am  glad  to  fee  that  at  your  firft  entrance  witb 
monfieur  le  baron  d'libla,  you  had  worried  him  out  o^ 
the  vifioh  he  carried  thither,  to  perfuade  the  State  and  ^ 
you  to  a  quadruple  alliance  \  or,  as  they  have  chriftened  ' 
it  in  Spain,  an  oSenlive  and  dcfenfive  league  with  us^  ; 
The  teftimony  the  world  hath  juftly  given  him  of  hia  ^ 
wit,  makes  him  think  it  fufficient  to  prevail  in  any 
fubjedt.  But  your  laft  ihews  him  come  to  fbme  rci-  ; 
Ton,  and  that  there  are  two  hundred  thoufand  Cfowm  \ 
already  in  hand  for  the  fadsfadion  of  the  Swede.    I 
hope  a  few  days  will  make  him  confels  all.      Bcfbiir  ; 
this,  I  afliire  myfclf  you  have  his  majefty's  inftruAioos   ; 
upon  this  fubjed ;  and  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing,  that  ' 
you  know  our  mind  before  we  told  it  to  you,  which  I 
obferved  to  his  majefty  and  his  miniflers  much  to  your 
advantage. 

I  have  alio  this  day,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  fecretarj 
Trevor,  communicated  to  fome  of  the  Eaft-India  axnk 
pany  the  paper  given  you  by  the  Suces,  upon  theii* 
affairs,  with  the  amendments  monfieur  de  Witt  had  fent 
to  Amfterdam  to  make  it  more  compleat.  They  iecm 
at  firft  view  to  believe  it  comes  up  to  their  defires  in 
fiibftance,  but  have  defired  it  to  fee  whedier  it  be  r^it- 
ly  worded,  with  a  promife  to  return  it  to  be  fent  yott 

X'n  by  the  next  poft,  if  by  that  dme  we  can  agree 
t  form  to  ^ve  it. 
As  to  what  is  faid  before  concerns  us  both,  I  have 
little  to  fay ;  I  mean  I  am  this  evening  too  mucK  off. 
the  hooks  to  reply  fo  obligingly  to  you  as  y<Hi  bavc 
fpoken  to  me  upon  the  probability  of  my  devolving  msf 
correfpondence  with  you  to  Sir  John  Trevor.    I  qumoC 
but  tell  you  what  you  know  already,  that  you  ire  un«' 
der  his  diftrift  -,  and  muft  therefore  expeft  from  hiiA 
all  the  formal  diipatches,  but  (hall  never  be  eaied  of  my 
particular  ones,  till  you  give  n^  caufe,  which  I  knonnr 
you  will  never  do,  to  love  you  or  value  you  lefs^     Bc- 
ikles,  Ulntfnjue  nofirum  incredilili mode  anfeniii  afimm :' 

and* 
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ad  I  am  refolvcd  never  to  leave  you  till  I  have  made 
rau  able  to  make  mv  own  fortunes ;  for  which  you 
[g9t  dcdit  enough  already,  if  you  had  alfo  place  for 
[  k :  and  believe  me  without  flattery,  you  have  enough 
of  the  fomier  to  delerve  envy,  which  you  muft  learn 
betimes  to  live  with. 

I  have  not  vet  fpoken  with  Mr.  Williamfon  concem- 
Sk  die  ccHrreq)ondence  you  fumUh  him ;  he  fhall  him* 
ra  anfwer  for  it  and  his  omiffions  all  diis  while ;  and 
ibr  myfetf,  believe  it,  there  is  no  man  living  loves  and 
values  you  more,  nor  can  be  with  more  truth,  your  moft 
afii^dioiiate  and  moft  humble  fervant       Arlington. 

From  the  lord  keeper  Bridgeman. 

My  Lord,  Eflex-Houfe,  Jan.  28.  1668-9. 

IH  A  D  the  favour  of  your  excellency's  of  the  3 1  ft; 
inftant,  N.  S.  with  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Mr. 
iarecary  Trevor,  and  am  your  debtor  for  a  letter  of  a 
&rmer'date.  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  6nd  die  bufineis 
of  the  Swediih  fubfidies  to  be  brouglit  fo  near  a  good 
(ondufion.  Sir  Mark  Ognad  came  to  me  about  the 
fame  time  of  the  receipt  of  yours ;  and  gave  me  the 
Ekeafliiranccs^  as  toucning  the  concert  they  were  now 
fadsfied  with  it ;  but  only  for  convenience>fake  propo- 
fid  the  chai^of  fix  hundred  horfe  into  foot,  as  appre- 
hoidiDg  our  Englifh  horfe  not  (b  well  able  to  endure  the 
kvd  fbrage  in  Flanders  as  the  Flemifli  v  but  our  foot 
^  look  to  be  e3Qcellent  Rood.  I  find  (though  I  would 
m  idl  him  b)  that  we  ihall  fcarce  agree  here  to  fend 
fur  £m)C  without  horfe  to  accompany  and  fecure  them. 
As  for  the  time  of  fending  the  forces,  I  believe  (and 
ft  1 1^  him)  that  we  fhall  infiA  to  have  it  undetermin* 
€d  as  10  a  dav  1  and  thev  mufl  reft  upon  the  expref- 
fioos,  with  ail  the  fpeed  we  can ;  which  is  enough, 
where  the  ftipulation  is  bend  fide  intended  to  be  perform- 
«d ;  and  the  other  is  pot  enough,  without  it.    Some 
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twb  days  ago  we  pec^v^  intd[ligd!K:e>:  the  kiiig4i 
Franoe  tias  fubmitted  the  diSerenoests.,w«.«Agthe  Coad^ 
and  the  other  dependances  \xpoa  bis  oMqueib,  to  fhf 
determination  ot  the  king  df  England  and  crown  id 
Sweden,  fo  it  be  •done  within  a  year.  I  hope  we  tBA 
have  peace  abroad  by  this  means  for  a  year  at  leaftf*^ 
wifh  it  may  be  To  at'home;  and  ^is  good  news  wUdi 
you  fent  us,  giveame  more  encoum^qneitt  to  bdieerM 
will  be  io^  than  any  I  hsTve  from  hence;  *- 1 

I  have  fomewhat  a  fere  fk*of  tb^  gouc^  which  ftiltll 
in  my  hand,  and  caufes  me  to  make  ufe^^my  tit^Hnxnft 
pen. 

I  am  with  all  faithfulnefs,  my  lord,  your  excellency^ 
moft  afFedtionate  hionble  fcryaat   ,. 

Orl.  Bridgeman',  C.  & 

FrwH  Mr,  fecretary  Trevor.  * 

My  Lord,  Whitehall  March  7,  1668-9 

I  Have  now  herewith  fent  your  excellency  the  rddS 
cations  for  the  two  inftruments  you  laft  lent€ivtt 
Your  lordfhip  will  take  notice  that  the  guaranty  'mm 
ratiBed  once  before  in  May  laft,  and  left  in  your  handt^. 
I  prefume  that  fmce  this  laft  ratification  is  tobe  lili 
fame  guaranty  and  the  concert  together,  you  will  keri 
the  former  in  your  hands  ftill.  I  am  glad  tho  laft  fif 
ftion  of  2G^oo  rix  dollars  is  paid  alfo,  and  aiow  tt 
whole  matter  eftabliflied.  '  '•  ' 

I  received  yours  of  the  i  ith  inftaiit,  N/S.  «nd  A 
4ncIofed  declaration- -to  the  eleftor  ef  Mentfe,  ^ctf'wllad! 
I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  inform  his  mftef^, 
and  to  receive  his  commands  and  rtfolutions.     7V>  « 
concept  for  Surinam -he  will  retum^y^bne  of  <iiir  oik 
more  full ;  but  ilich  -as  (hall  not  difl^r  imuch  from  wfal 
di6  States  feem  ifi  theirs  td  intend,- 4]iut  more  expUcte, 
and  leis  fubjeSb  Ao  evafion.     By *«Kei|^  I  -hopfe  1c 
-feind  it^'^thatthi^  maQer  tnay  ^not  iKf^aiycd'  on-  4ft 
-part  Wt 


'  Mi  dtber^  Mirtijiers  of  State.  ig\ 

We  hirre  littk  newsr  here.  The  parliament  makes 
to  di^ttch  before  Eafter.  In  the  lords  houfe 
is  ftrifen  a  great  procefs  which  lilis  mens  heads, 
^qxMi the  t)eiition  of  my  lord  Roos;  who  having  been 
%^aft  cdrpAtliahTient  laft  year  divorced  from  his  wift, 
and  Ihs  dnldri^  by  hSer  declared  illcj^dmate,  and  un- 
iei|MbIe  to  inherit,  doth  now  prefs  for  another  aft  to 
«nMe  httn  t5  marry  anodier.  On  Thurfday  will  be  the 
great  debate,  in  which  both  the  fpiritual  and  temporal 
teds  are*  divided  moch. 

My  lord,  I  was  very  forry  to  find  your  indifpofiti- 
w  by  your  letKr ;  I  heartily  wiOi  you  a  quick  recovery, 
nd  afl  other  advantages,  l^rhich  no  man  defires  for  you 
more  truly  dian,  your  esrdlency^  moft  faithful  huni- 
lic  fervant,  J-  Trevor. 

From  the  duke  of  Ormonde 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  May  17.  1669, 

THinking  as  you  did,  that  your  lad/s  return  to 
you  would  ht  fooner  than  it  has  proved,  I  refer- 
red the  little  Or  nothing  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  till  her 
arrival  with  it  might  make  the  divcrfion  from  the  af- 
ife  you  are  full  (3f,  more  fuitable. 

I  have  not  miffed  a  day  at  the  committee  where  your 
'^tttttches  arc  confidered,  fincc  you  went  from  hence, 
iBi  yeftcrday,*rfiat  I  was  tept  in  my  chamber  by  an 
^rehenfion  rather  than  fit  of  the  gout ;  and  that 
'ttmfliion  was  well  fupplied  by  a  vifit  I  received  from  Mr. 
'feattary  Trevor,  who  gave  me  a  relation  of  your  laft 
teeis,  irtd  of  the  unequal  defires  of  fome  of  our  al- 
fies. 

I  have  all  the  Ycafbn  in  the^WOTld"  to  be  very  confi- 

^axt  that  if  you  were  in  a  ftation  where  your  ability 

and  indulfay  could  be-as  ufeful  to  me  as  your '  friend- 

ttp  is  real,  I'fliouki  ibon  find  the  eifefts  ot  it :  and  this 

j^dpacntj  make  not  only  from  the  entire  credit  I  gave 

to 
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to  your  profeffions,  but  from  the  ezperieoce  I  d 
have  of  your  brother  the  Iblicitor's  careof  all  my  n 
eft  concerns  *,  which,  next  to  the  kii^s  contin 
bounty,  will  owe  their  greateft  fecurity  and  difpatd 
his  advice  and  afliftances.  My  wife  I  hope  is  noi 
Ireland,  both  to  think  and  adVife  £uther  wkh  \im. 
I  am  with  all  reality,  my  lord,  your  lordIhip*s  11 
aSedionate  moft  humble  iervant  <»     Ormo 

Frmt  my  brd  ambaffador  MaiHtague^ 

My  Lord,  Paris,  May,  24.  16 

IRecdved  the  favour  of  your  lordfhip*s  of  May 
i6th.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  buiineis  fo  I 
depending  is  like  to  come  to  (b  fudden  a  good  coo4 
fion.  Both  the  Spaniards  and  the  Swedes  are  oblij 
to  your  lordihip,  for  you  have  proved  a  better  iol 
tor  for  them  both,  than  either  of  them  could  h 
been  for  themielves. 

This  court  i^  mildly  oveijoyed  with  news  that 
ezpreis  has  brought  in  ^^eat  diligence  out  of  Fob 
almoft  afluring  the  prince  of  Conde's  eledion  to  f 
crown.  If  it  Ihould  prove  fo,  the  Swedes  have  d 
no  ill  bufinefs  for  themielves  in  entering  into  the  tri 
alliance. 

The  fuccours  defigned  for  Candia,  they  fay,  will  1 
taxxHy  be  embarked  and  put  to  fea  the  end  of  1 
month. 

This  is  all  you  Ihall  be  troubled  with  at  prcj 
from,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  moft  obedient  hu 
ble  iervant  R.  Montagi 

Frm  the  CM^able  ofCafHle. 

BmxelUs^  Fti 

My  Lord,  Mmfuur^  ifi 

T  Received  your  excellency's     VATrfftm  Is  Itttn  dr  « 

*  letter  of  me  30th  pift,  md    J  excmnu  ih  30  da  fs^ 
obferved^ 
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<&rm'cd,  amon^  other  points, 
that  your  excellency  there  in- 
fininoes  tome  not  toprefs  vou 
any  more  upon  the  fpecinca* 
don  of  time,  nor  any  other 
change  in  the  inftruments,  be- 
caute  you  had  not  orders  to  do 
k:  in'anfwer  to  which  I  will 
iril  your  excellency,    that  I 
cftefm  as  I   ought   the   zeal 
wherewith  ^ou  have  aififted  to 
the  condulion  of  the  guaran- 
ty,  and   to  our    advantage ; 
jdEiring  you,  that  I  am  very 
^rnncfa  obliged  to  you  for  it : 
ifld  having  farther  confidered 
Ktentively  what  your  excel- 
kicy  has  reprefented  to  me ; 
ad  particularly  of  what  im- 
poctance  it  was  to  finifh  this 
iflfair;  and  to  manifeft  farther, 
the  refpedful  deference  I  have 
Id  whatever  can  be  agreeable 
to  hb  Britannic  maiefhr;    I 
kive  condefcended  the  more 
willingly  and  readily  to  the 
figment  of  2€0,ooo  patacoons 
to  the  minifters  of  Sweden, 
■I  the  form  your  excellency 
will  have  learned  more  at  large 
fam  Don  Stephen  de  Gamar- 
a.    Andbefides,  ourrefident 
M  London,    Don  Manuel   de 
Fonfeca,  informs  me  by  letters 
cf  the  24th  and  30th  of  Janu- 
anr,  that  the  lord  Keeper,  my 
lord  Arlington,  and  fecretary 
Trevor,  have  ^11  three  aflured 
Muiy  that  afteir  his  Britannic 
■nefty  was   informed   parti- 
Cibrly  of  our  reafons,  he  had 
irfbivcd  to  order  you  to  con- 
VoL.II.  elude 


y  veu  entre  autrn  pohitSy  ce 
qiielle  my  injinue^  d:  ne  la  vou^ 
loir  fa  ire  plus  pre[jer  fur  la  fpe^ 
cifiiation  du  Ums^  ni  aucun  au" 
tre  changement  dam  hs  injiru^ 
mensj  puis  quelle  navoit  pas 
Us  ordres  de  le  faire.  En  r/- 
ponft  de  qwiy  je  diray  a  A^.  E, 
que  fejiime  comme):  dois  le  uU 
avec  Uquelelle  a  co-opere  a  la  cm* 
clufion  de  la  garantie^  U  a  notre 
avantage  \  taffeurant  qu?  je  luy 
en  demeure  trh  oblige  ^  tres 
recomoijfant.  Et  ayant  en  9utre 
ccnfidere  attentivement  tout  cequt 
V.  E.  ma  reprefente^  l^  par- 
tiiulieremerit  I' importance  qiCil 
y  avoit  d^acbever  cette  af" 
fairej  l^  pour  manifejler  tant 
plus  la  refpe£lueufe  deference  qui 
fay  a  tout  ce  qui  pent  eflre  agre^ 
able  a  fa  tnajefle  Britannique  : 
je  fuis  condefcendu  tant  plus  vo- 
Icntiers  fsT  promptcment  a  la  dt* 
livrance  des  200000  pattacons 
aux  minijlres  de  la  couronne  di 
Suede ;  ieh  la  forme  que  V^  B. 
Paura  appris  plus  a  plein  du 
fieur  Don  Ejievan  de .  Gamar* 
ra,  Et  dCailleurs^  comme  nitrg 
Rejident  a  la  cour  de  l^ondres^ 
Don  Manuel  de  Fonfeca^  mi 
mande  par  lettres  du  24  W  30 
ele  Janv  ier^que  le  G/^e  Seaux^ 
milord  Arlington^  ^  le  fecre^ 
taire  Trevor^  Font  tous  trois  af 
feure^  qu^apres  que  fa  majefti 
Britannique  azoit  ejle  informee 
en  detail  des  raifons  qui  nous  af 
fjlentj  elle  avoit  refolue  de  vous 
ordonner  de  conclurre  le  traite^ 
isT  defpecifier  le  terns  dans  Va^e 
O  dt: 
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dude  the  treaty,  and  to  fpc- 
cify  the  time  in  ihe  aft  of  af- 
Mances,  as  I  had  defired  of 
you  ;  and  that,  in  conformity 
to  this,  orders  fhould  be  fent 
you,  by  which  there  was  no 
doubt  at  London,  of  the  en- 
tire conclufion  of  the  guaran- 
ty. After  which  notices,  and 
the  proofs  I  have  of  your  ex- 
cellency's defire  to  fee  this 
affair  nnifhed  to  our  fatisfac- 
tion,  I  have  caufe  to  hope, 
that  your  excellency,  having 
already  received  the  faid  or- 
ders, will  be  at  no  farther 
pain  to  fpecify  the  faid  term, 
i^ierein  his  Britannic  maje- 
fty  will  give  us  fuppliet  in  the 
fame  form  that  other  confede- 
rate princes  have  granted  them, 
whether  in  the  fame  aft,  or  in 
an  inftrument  apart,  as  your 
excellency  offers  in  your  let- 
ter ;  and  I  defire  you  eameft- 
ly  to  do  it,  that  we  may  ac- 
knowledge the  entire  accom- 
Jlifhment  of  this  treatv  to  his 
Iritannic  muefty)  and  Co  die 
dirpoGtjQfi  ot  your  escceUency, 
from  whoAr  bind  I  fHU  «iipcd 
thit  favtrnTp  E^cctmiisii^  vrith 
il!  /  of  wMif  comiiafifls  to 
fi  tj^bc 


bcittffaittrdyttnv 
^ivdioiiife 


dis  aJfiflanciSj  comme  jt 
vois  demande^  &  qu'en  ati 
formite  Fon  vous  env^er^ 
drdres :  moytnnant  quo) 
ne  doutoit  plus  a  Londr 
Vintiere  anclujun  dt  h 
rantii.  Enfuite  defqutlk 
ticesj  far  diS  preuves  qu^ 
du  dcfir  di  V.'  E.  di  voir  i 
cette  affaire  a  nitre  fatiifa^ 
fay  jiijet  d'efperer  que 
excellence  ayant  deja  re  feu 
ordres^  elle  tiaura  plus  di 
de  fpecifiir  ledit  termej  i 
fa  majejie  Britannique 
donnera  le  fecours^  en  la 
forme  que  Us  autres  poU 
confederex  Font  accorde^ 
dans  le  mime  a£ie^  ou  di 
infirument  a  party  comme 
roffre  en  fa  lettre  y  i^  i 
prte  tres  tnftamment  de  u 
hirfaire^  a  fin  que  nous 
mons  raccwnpliJfmiKt  tst 
tier  di  ce  traite  a  fa  n 
Britannique^  (sf  a  la  di/ 
msdiV.  E,diU  main  i 
quelle  fattens  encore  cet 
nntr,  etecvmpagnee  dt  celle 
cnmmndemens  en  Jin  fi 
ctwtmi  etant  enirerememi^ 
fieur^  dt  vSfre  ixcellence  i 
htmihie  V  tris  agkaimnij 

COHVZTA 
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From  the  count  de  Monterey. 

Monfieur,  Bruxelles,  27.  Juil.  1670. 

LE  S  iemoignages  qu^tl  a  plu  a  voire  Excellence  de  tm 
donner  de  lajoye  que  Itfy  a  cauje  le  cboix  que  la  Reym 
ma  mmtreffe  a  fait  de  moy  jpour  le  gouvernement  de  cei 
frovtmcesy  font  ^  evidents^  (sf  accontpagnis  de  avis  fifa^ 
ktaires  ^  dignes  de  la  prudence  de  V.  E.  queje  ne  trouvi 
fas  de  termes  propres  pour  expUquer  Us  fentimens  dohliga- 
tiaulS  de  gratitude  qui  nCen  dmeurent :  fejpere  que  cette 
wmcelle  charge  me  fubmnijirera  les   occ a/tons  frequent es 
khpffaire  voir  plutot  par  les  effets  tf  mesfervices^  que 
ftr  des  paroles^  le  defir  que  fay  de  culliver  nonfeulement 
b  hotme  correfpondance  Csf  atmtii  avec  V.  £.  niais  aujft 
iaeofter  les  bons  confeils  G?  infiruSlions  qu^eUe  a  eu  agre- 
dkde  me  communiquer  en  fa  lettre  du  22  de  ce  mois^  pour 
tm  miiux  addrejfer  en  cet  penible  charge  felon  les  fou- 
hits  ieV.  E.  a  quoy  f  appliqueray  tons  mes  foins  et  nies 
firces  avic  autant  de  cbaleur  ^  de  paffion  que  je  fids ^  pion- 
r^de  v£ire e^cceileme le  tres bumble ct  trcs dedii ferviteuTj 
J.  CoMPTE  DE  Monterey. 

From  Sir  ^obn  Wcrden. 

Lord,  Stockholm,  Sept.  17,  O.  S,  1670. 

X  CO  this  place  about  eighteen  days  ago,  and 

noC  in  all  this  time  met  with  any  thing  worthy 

ryour  excellency's  notice ;  the  mod  apparent  rca- 

i^herejrf  hath  been  the  abfence  of  this  king  and 

who  have  made  a  kind  of  ppogrefs  through 

of  this  countr)',  and  are  expefted  here 

a  fortnight  hence. 

_;  odier  things,  I  have  brought  with  me,  and 

ircnil^  a  letter  ftom  the  king  my  mailer  to  this 

reciting  oii£  htely  fcnt  from  Spain,  wherein 

Signifies  her  aficnt  to  the  arbitration  of 

Q  2  England 
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England  and  Sweden  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  infinuates 
her  defires  to  have  Holland  admitted  as  a  diird  arbitra* 
tor ;  and  offering  to  renew  their  joint  inftances  to  Spakit 
to  induce  that  crown  to  confent  to  the  arbitration,  ia 
the  fame  fbrai  as  France  hath  all  alone  offered ;  both 
the  king  my  matter  and  this  crown  being  periuaded 
that  France  hath  condefcended  as  far  already  as  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  amicable  compofure  defigned  ;  at  leaft» 
that  tne  arbitrators  named  by  France  are  as  well  quali- 
fied for  it  as  any  other  can  be. 

Your  excellency  will  oblige  me  much  to  let  mc  ha:vc 
fuch  i\otices,  relating  either  to  this  or  any  other  pu- 
blic matter,  as  your  excellency  (hall  Judge  proper  for 
me  to  know  :  in  return  whereof,  if  I  am  unable  to 
prefent  your  excellency  with  other  than  relations  of 
the  Tartars  incurfions  and  fuccefs  in  Mufcovy,  of  our 
future  difmal  frolb,  of  witches  out  of  Lapland,  &c. 
it  is  the  fault  of  my  ftation,  and  only  my  misfortune 
that  I  am  like  to  be  fo  ufelefe  a  correlpondent ;  beinft 
otherways  very  really,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  m<OT 
affcftionate  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Werdem. 

P.  S.  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  what  conlequences 
are  dravm  from  the  French  fezfure  of  Lorrain^  whidi 
at  diis  diftance  affords  us  much  variety  of  dilcourfe. 

Alfo,  whether  the  fubjeft  of  monfieur  de  Anjeau^ 
embafly  from  France  hither  be  yet  guefled  at,  and 
what  it  4S. 

From  monjieur  de  Witt. 

Hague,  Ocl.  21.  Jl  la  Haye^  OSf.  21. 

'  My  Lord,                  1670.  Manfttw^                   \fyio. 

1  Received  the  honour  of  both  1  *AY  re  feu  les  deux  Uttres  fm 

-*  your  excellency's  letters  of  ^f  voire  excellence    nia  faif 

the  23d  and  30th  ot* September,  rbonneur  de  m^ecrire  du  23  ^ 

upon  the  fubjcft o/the  Englifh  30  Sefu  JilU  .d*Angletcrre^  au 

Slip,  fujet 
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fhip,  which  the  direflor  of 
the  Weft-India  company  in 
the  ifle  of  Curaca  has  arrefted. 
Meffieurs  Borcel  and  Beunin- 
ghcn  have  wrote  about  it  at  the 
fiune  time  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral, w^o  are  very  much  dif- 
|K)fal  to  give  order  in  this 
matter,  for  all  that  juftice  can 
liiffer  to  be  done,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  king  of  England. 
Bat  whereas  the  Spanim  am- 
baflador  has  prefented  them  a 
memorial  upon  the  (ame  af- 
fair; and  that  it  is,  without 
doubt,  of  importance  for  the 
CDOUiion  good,  to  have  this 
incident  terminated  by  an 
amicable  concert  between  the 
parties  ;  at  leaft,  becaufe  the 
ndes  of  common  juftice  will 
not  ailow  that  an  affair  (hould 
be  decided  without  hearing 
him  or  them  that  believe 
themfelvcs  concerned  in  it : 
tbtir  high  mightinefTes  have 
given  direcftion  by  this  ordinary 
to  their  miniilers  at  London, 
to  endeavour  bringing  the  af- 
fair to  an  accommodation  be- 
tween the  miniikrs  or  Groat 
Bricun  and  monficur  de  Mo- 
lina the  ambaflTatlor  of  Spain 
at  his  miijefty's  c:)urt.  I 
fend  you  the  copy  of  the  aT- 
bafiajor  Gamarra's  memorial, 
that  von  may  fee  the  Spani- 
ards do  not  agree  to  what 
others  fay  in  their  favour :  but 
dib  will  nut  hinder  the  States 
fiom  doing,  in  confidcration 
tf  hi$  majefty,  die  utmoft 
that 


fujet  du  navire  AnghU^  que  le 
diniieur  qui  tft  de  la  part  de  la 
compagnie  des  Indes  eccidentalis 
dans  rijle  de  Curaca  a  fait  at- 
refer,  MeJJieurs  B  reel  W  Van 
Beuninghen  en  ont  ecrit  en  mime 
terns  a  Mefs.  les  Etati  Generaux^ 
quife  trouventfort  difposes  a  §r- 
d(mner  fur  cefu}£t,  tout  ce  qus 
la  jujiice  pourra  fouffrir  ejir§ 
fatt^  en  la  confideration  du  roy 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  Mais 
comme  monjieur  tambaffadeur 
dEfpagne  feur  a  prefmte  un  mcr- 
moire  fur  la  mime  affaire^  CjT 
qu^il  importe  fans  doute  pour  le 
bien  commun  que  Fon  termine  cet 
incident  par  un  concerf  aimable 
entre  les  inter ef sees  \  au  mains  ^ 
que  Fordre  ij  les  regies  de  la 
jujiice  ne  permettent  pas  qui  Von 
difpofe  dans  une  affaire  fans 
avoir  ouy  celuy  on  ceux  qut  s^y 
croyent  touches  ;  leurs  hautes 
puijfances  ordonnent  far  cet  or^ 
dinaire  a  meffieurs  leurs  mini^ 
Jires  qui  font  a  Londres^  de 
t acker  de  porter  V affaire  a  un  ac^ 
commodiment  aimable  entre  les 
m':nijlres  du  roy  de  la  Grande 
Bretagney  ^  monfieur  de  Mo  • 
Una  amhaffadeur  du  roy  d^Ef- 
p'ig*Jc  a  Li  cour  de  fa  majt/ie, 
Je  vous  cfrj^i'i  m^vfieury  la 
copie  du  ?r::nvjire  de  Vamhaffa^ 
deur  de  Garnai'va^  afin  que  i"im 
y  voyiez  que  les  Efpagn-jU  ne  de- 
meurent  pas  d'accrd  de  tout  ce 
que  les  autres  cUfetit  en  lenr  fa^ 
veur  \  ?nais  a  la  nempickera 
pas  que  meffieurs  les  ctats  en 
fffentj  en  la  confideration  d^  fa 
O  3  majejle^ 
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^hat  can  condft  with  juftice ;  majefti^  tout  u  qui  fi  put 
'  as  I  in  my  particular  (hall  con-  fain  gn  toute  Fitnidug  A 
tribute  all  in  my  power  to  his 
fatisfadion,  and  to  whatever 
will  help  to  prefervc  the  j^ood 
intelligence  between  his  ma- 
jcfty  and  thi«?  State.  To  this 
end  I  could  have  wiflicd,  that 
there  had  not  appeared  on 
cither  fide,  any  libels,  vcrfo, 
medals,  or  other  fuch  difplea- 
fing  things,  and  particularly, 
that  the  accidents  of  the  laft 
ipnu"  might  no  more  be  thought 
on,  -^Irtiereof  the  memory 
Should  be  for  ever  abolifliea. 
And  I^confefs  freely,  that  in 
tills  country,  there  is  a  little 
too  much  licence  given  in  cer- 
tain things  y  though  after  the 
moft  diligent  fearch  we  could 
not  find  that  the  libels  com- 
plained of,  were  printed  in 
■this  province.  Befides  you 
know,  there  arc  epidemical 
evils  which  are  without  reme- 
dy, and  all  that  one  can  do 
is  to  give  fome  eafe  to  a  dif- 
temper  which  cannot  be  in- 
tirely  cured :  you,  my  lord, 
and  thofe  who  refemble  you, 
are  above  fuch  trifles,  as  you 
properly  call  them,  and  con- 
lider  only  the  true  intentions 
of  the  State,  where  the  king 
fhall  ever  find  all  the  refpcdl 
he  can  dcfire. 


For  the  reft,  I  refer  myfelf 
to  what  the  faid  depuries  of 
the  State  will  tell  you  upon 

the 


fain  iH  toute  rhiuiu  A^  h 
jujiictj  cotmm  en  mon  faritah 
tier  je  contribueray  t§uJ9urs  it 
qui  fir  a  de  mon  pouvoir  afafa^ 
tisfaSliony  tf  a  a  qui  fourrm 
firvir  a  maintenir  la  home  iu* 
telligence  entn  lOetf  cet  Etaim 
Pour  cet  iffet  je  fauhaiterm 
que  de  part  H  it  autre  il  n*eit 
point  paru  des  UbelleSy  ies  ven% 
des  medailks^  ou  autres  Aejjee 
femhlahles^  qui  eujfent  pi  de^ 
plaire'j  ik  partieuTieremeni  que 
Fon  nefongeat  plus  aux  accidem 
tune  guerre  dont  la  fnemeire 
devroit  ejire  aholie  a  jamais; 
GT  favoue  volmtiers  qu*en  a 
pais  tonfe  donne  unpen  trep  Je 
licence  en  des  certatmes  chojln^ 
quoyque  peurtant  aprh  une  re* 
cherche  tres  exaHe^  fon  if  eat 
point  ffu  trouver  que  Ies  Bhettes 
dont  on  fe  plaint  par  de  luj  eneut 
efle  imprimis  en  cette  promnee. 
Mais  vous  favex  aujji  qu*ily  m 
des  maux  epidemiques  qui  jimt 
fans  remedej  bt  que  tout  ce  que 
fon  y  teutfairej  c^e/l  d*adeudr 
le  mal  que  fon  ne  pent  pas  eih' 
tierement  guerir,  Feus^  mmn 
fteur^  Gf  ceux  qui  vous  reffetiH 
blent  J  vous  ejles  au-deffia  de  ee 
que  vous  nommez  bien  bagen 
idles  J  ^  ne  vous  arreted  qu^aux 
veritabU's  intentions  de  fetati 
oil  li  toy  trouvera  toujours  touf 
le  refpeli  bt  tous  Ies  fentimens 
qu*il  pourra  foubaiter, 

Ju  rejle^  je  me  remets  a  a 

que  lefdits  nunifires  de  fEtai 

vous  diront  de  plus  fur  Ies  ma^ 

iterex 
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Ae  fuljeft  of  your  laft  letters : 
ind  for  me,  I  flull  ever  think 
k  an  honour  to  let  the  king 
kmur,  chat  after  the  fervice  1 
oive  my  country,  I  fhall  em- 
ploy myfclf  for  that  of  his 
■aefty,  with  all  imaginable 
Ka,  dpecially  if  you  will 
dkafe  to  mix  yours  with  mine, 
nice  it  is  with  an  incIiRation 
ihogetfaer  particular  that  I 
•ittigiiiy  lord,  your  excelienq/'s 
Doft  mimble  and  moft  afFcc- 
fervant. 


tiirn  contenuis  in  vos  fufdiin 
kttreu  Et  pour  a  qui  eji  de 
moy^ji  tiindray  a  ghin  defairg 
cmnoitre  au  roy^  ft^aprh  tefir^ 
vice  que  je  dots  a  ma  patrie^ 
je  ntemplojeray  pour  celuydefa 
majefli  avec  tout  le  zele  ima^ 
ginable ;  fur  tout^  quand  vous 
J  vokdrez  meUr  le  voire ;  puis^ 
que  ^ejt  avec  une  inclination 
tout  particuUere  que  jefuis^  mm" 
fieur^  de  voire  excellence  le  trh 
humble  V  trh  affeefionnefervi'* 
tcur  JOHAN.  DK  WITT* 


From  the  baron  d'ifola. 


Hague,  Nov.  14. 

My  Lord,  1670. 

1  Am  extreme  glad  to  hear 
*  by  your  excellency's  let- 
ter, of  your  happy  return 
from  the  country  to  the  court, 
logether  with  a  good  account 
of  your  health ;  but  I  confefs 
I  fliould  have  been  much 
more  pleafed  to  have  learnt 
it  from  your  own  mouth  than 
your  letter.  Your  abfence 
60m  this  place  begins  to  be 
drcfome  ;  and  every  body  is 
much  concerned  at  the  great 
occafions  that  arc  loft  by  it, 
far  advancing  the  public  good. 

The  readinefs  that  the  par- 
Eamcxit  of  England  hath  (hew- 
ed in  giving  considerable  aids 
to  his  Britannic  majefty,  is  a 
flurk  of  their  zeal  and  pru- 
Jcoce;  and  makes  it  man!- 
feft  enough,  that  they  know 
.  Actr  true  intereft)  and  ap- 
prehend 


AlaHayCj  14  Nov. 
Monfieur^  1670. 

f^*Eji  avec  beaucoup  de  j&ye 
^^  fay  appris  par  la  lettre  di 
voire  excellence  fon  heureux  re- 
tour  de  la  campagne  a  la  cour^ 
y  la  parfaite  fanfe  dont  elle 
jouit.  Mais  je  vous  canfejfe 
quefaurois  beaucoup  micux  aime 
les  apprendre  par  fa  propre 
bouche  que  par  fcs  tettres  :  fon 
abfence  cotnmence  a  devenir  enuy^ 
eufey  y  tout  le  monde  ejl  dif con- 
cert c  beaucoup  de  bonnes  cbcfes 
qui  fe  pourroieni  faire  pour  U 
ban  public. 

La  promptitude  que  le  parle^ 
ment  dC  Angleterre  a  temoigne 
pour  dcnner  des  affijlances  coh^ 
fderables  a  fa  majejie  Britan* 
nique^  eft  une  marque  de  fon 
%cle  k^  de  fa  prudence^  l^  fait 
afses  connoitre  qu'il  connoit  fet 
veritablss  interetSy  tf  qu^il  ap^ 
O  4  prihend 


200  Letters  of  Sir  William  Terripky 

prehcnd,  as  they  ought,   the 
prDgrefs  and   preparations   of 
the  neighbouring  princes.     I 
doubt   not   but    his    majcfty 
will    correfpond     with     their 
good  dt  fires,   by  fuch  ftrong 
and  vigorous   refolutions,    as 
the  prcfent  time  and  his  own 
intereft  require.     France  ftill 
continues  to  give    out,    that 
England  is  wholly  in  their  in- 
tcrefls,  and  that  all  thefe  pre- 
parations are  in  their  favour. 
At  the  fame  time  the  French 
publifli  this,  they  endeavour 
to  perfuadc  us  that  the  em- 
peror ha,s  no  good  intentions, 
and  that  they  are  in  a  Ariel 
league  with  him.     But  fince 
their  game  is  to  rule  by  mak- 
ing divifion,    ours  ought    to 
be  that  of  fupporting  ourfelves 
by  uniting.       I  believe,    the 
intentions  of  your  court  are 
very  finccre,  and  I  can  aflure 
you,  that  ours  arc  fo  too:  it 
only  remains  that  we  (hould 
rightly  underftand  one   ano- 
ther, and  dcfpife  all  the  fug- 
geftions  of  thofe  who  can  on- 
ly find  their  account   in   our 
difunion,    I  aflure  you,    that 
your  long  ftay  where  you  are, 
is  very  hurtful  to  affairs  in  ge- 
nera], as  well  as  to  the  parti- 
cu'ar  fervice  of  the  king  your 
mafter.  I  dare  not  mention  to 
you  all  the  bad  efFefts  it  caufes : 
and  after  all,  the  French  make 
bad  ufe   of  it  towards   your 
court,  to  publifh  fo  confident- 
ly as  they  do,  that  they  are  in 
private 


prehende  comme  il  Jcit  les  pr^ 

gre%  y  lei  preparatifs  des  puif" 

fafices  zoijines,     fent  doutepai 

que  fa  majefte  m  correffondi  a 

leurs  bons  defer s^  par  des  fortes 

Is  vigoureufes  refolutions^^  telles 

que  le  terns  prefent  s^  fespropres 

inter ets  requierent*     La  France 

continue  ioujours  a  publier  qui 

r  Angle  terre  ejl  d^  accord  avec  elU^ 

bf  que  tous  ces  preparatifs  ft 

font  en  fa  faveur.     ElU  puiSi 

tout  cela  en  mime  terns  qu^etti 

tache  de    vous    perfuader    qui 

rempereur  n*a  point  de  bonnes 

intentions  ;  £!f  qu^elle  eji  en  des 

etroites  liaifons  avec  luy.     Mais 

comme  f on  jeu  eji  de  regner  en 

d'rvifant^  le  nitre  doit  ejlre  auf 

Ji  de  nous  foutenir  en  nous  untf 

fant,     Je  croy  les  intentions  di 

votre  cour  fort  Jinceresj    V  ji 

vous  puis  ajjfurer  que  les  nitres 

le  font  aufft,     Il  ne  refle  qu*a 

nous  hien  entendre^  &  a  miprh- 

fer  de  part  if  d* autre  toutes  Us  ' 

fuggejlions  de  ceux  qui  ne  pen- 

vent  trouver  leur    compte  qui 

dans  nitre  def union.     Je  vous 

affcure  en  verite  que  votre  trip 

long  fej ours  au  lieu  cit  vouse/ies<, 

eft  fort  nuifible  aux  affaires  pub^ 

liques^  iff  au  fervice  particulier 

de  votre    roy.      Je    n'ofi  pas 

vous  ecrire  tous  les  mauvais  effets 

que  cela  caufcj   bf  apres  tiutj 

les  Francois  en  ufent  tres  mal 

envers  voire  cour^  de  publier^ 

comme  its  font  tres  effrontemtnt^ 

qu*ils  font  enfecrette  intelligenci 

avec  elle ;  puifque  cela  eji  evi^ 

dement  fauxy  &  quand  ilferoit 

veritabk^ 
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priratc  intelligence  there,  lince  veritable^  <e  ne  firolt  pas  agir 

it  is  a  thingevidently  falfe ;  and  fidellement    de    la    dlvulguerz 

if  it  were  true,  it  is  a  very  un-  mats  Us  en  uftnt  avec  les  prinas 

faithful  pirt  in  them  to  divulge  €ommes  Us  font  avec  les  femmes^ 

k.  But  they  ferve  princes  juft  as  de  qui  Us  publient  les  faveiers 

the?  do  women,  whofe  favours  refeues  i^  non  refeues.  ye  vous 

lheypublifh,whether  they  have  avoue  que  toute  forte  de  com^ 

icceived  any  or  no.  I  proteft  to  merce  avec  eux  ejl  danger euxm 
you,  I  think  all  fort  of  com- 
nerce  with  them  is  dangerous. 

Pray  believe  me  to  be  more  Croyezje  vous  prie  quejefuh 

than  any  one  in  the  world,  my  plus  que  perfonne  du  monde^  mon- 

iord,  your  excellency's  moft  fieur^   di  vitre   excellence  trh 

hnmble  and  moft  obedient  fer-  humble  ^  ires  obeifpint  fervUeur 

not.  F.  d'Isola. 

From  Mr.  Blaitkwayt. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  10.  N.  S.  1671. 

I  Received  yefterday  morning  your  excellency's  let- 
ter of  Feb.  19th,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  went  to 
monficur  de  Witt,  and  imparted  to  him  your  lordfhip'u 
commands  :  to  which  he  anfwered,  That  he  knew  of 
DO  other  paper  that  monficur  Van  Beuninghen  had 
brought  over  with  him,  than  one  Iheet  wherein  the 
caib  was  dated  in  Latin  by  the  intcrefLd  pcrfbns.  Be- 
fides  he  had  hoped  fomc  agreement  might  have  been 
oiade  in  England  with  the  Spanilh  minifters:  but 
fince  it  is  not  fo,  he  promifed  *  d^y  tenir  la  main^  as 
ibon  as  monficur  Van  Beuninghen  comes  from  Amfter- 
dam.  After  which  he  afked  me  when  we  expeded 
your  excellency  ?  my  anfwer  was.  That  I  could  not 
jfct  afTure  him  of  any  certain  time,  but  that  I  thought 
it  would  be  very  Ihortly.  He  replied,  f  ^*on  en 
ieuioil  lien  icy :  qu'Ufavoit  que  le  parlemejit  efioit  fort 

zele 

*  To  give  a  band  to  it, 

■f  Thai    it  ivas  doubted  be^e  <very   much  :  that  be  kneWy  tbe  pat' 

Ms^ent    ivas   *verj  zeal^ut  for   tbe    common   interefts^  but   tbat  tbe 

imrt  f-jL-as  nit  o*ver  much  difpofed  to  them :   tbat,   bo*wi'ver,   tbey  bad 

m^ie   one  hf*    ^J^^f  ''  ^   //////•  to   bis  majtfty,  nuberein  they  offered 

t9 
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zele  pour  les  inter  its  communSj  mats  que  la  cour  fiy  eftoii 
pas  trop  difpojee :  que  neantmoins  its  avoient  fait  un  der^ 
nier  effort  par  une  lettre  a  fa  majefie^  ou  its  offroiefU  di 
faire  utte  alliance  aufft  etroite  qtion  voudroit.  ^ue  pour 
Vahfence  ou  venue  de  votre  excellence^  il  les  prendroit  pour 
une  preuve  infallible  de  la  bonne  ou  tnauvaife  volonte  de 
VAngleterre.  And  as  I  was  taking  my  leave,  he  repeated 
the  laft  fentence ;  and  added,  f  faites  luy  fnes  baifenudns^ 
i^  dites  luy  cela  de  ma  part  \  which  I  promifed  to  do. 

The  trudi  is,  my  lord,  this  country  has  of  lafie 
generally  conceived  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  England's  ia- 
tendons,  that  dicy  do  quite  defpair  of  any  fuccour  from 
thence :  which  makes  them  the  readier  to  put  them- 
felves  in  pofture;  fo  that  the  confent  of  Zealand  being 
come,  the  committee- council  of  Holland  are  fwearing 
the  new  officers,  and  giving  out  commiflions,  intend* 
ing  the  latter  end  of  this  week  to  deliver  the  money. 

The  States  of  Holland  are  expeded  here  to  day,  and 
will  be  compleat  this  week,  notwithftanding  a  general  hk 
and  thankfgiving, which  will  be  kept  to-morrow  through 
the  fcven  jnovinces,  as  is  ufually  done  every  year. 

Your  excellency  does  without  doubt  know,  that 
captain  O-Bryan  and  Sir  Thomas  Sands  are  here;  as 
well  as  that  my  lord  Oflbry  intends  in  few  days  to  pa6 
through  Flanders,  to  Nieuport,  or  Dunkirk,  whither 
die  yachts  are  gone  to  meet  him.  I  am,  my  lord,  your 
excellency's  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

W,  Blaithwayt. 

From  Mr.  Bhithwayt. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  5.  N.  S.  1671. 

UP  O  N  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of 
the  14th  April,  I  went  to  monfieur  de  Witt  to 

t9  maie  asfiriH  an  alliance  as  could  he  dcfired,  Ihat  f§r  the  ahfenci 
§r  return  of  your  excellency^  tbey  took  them  for  an  infallible  procf§ftbe 
goad  §r  bad  tuillof  England. 

^  Maie  tint  eny  compliments,  emd  tell  him  this  from  me, 

folicit 
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Iblicit  an  expedition  in  the  bufinels  of  the  Englifh  (hip. 
He  promiied  me  d'y  temr  la  main^  and  to  further  it  as 
mudi  as  poffible;  but  withal  told  me,  that  it  was  true, 
«f  nous  avims  raifon  au  fondy  mats  que  nous  prenions 
Fdffaire  fur  un  wauvais  jHeJ.  That  we  have  no  reafon 
in  the  world  to  lay  the  blame  upon  the  Dutch,  and  to 
demand  fatisfafllon  for  the  injury  the  Spaniards  have 
done  us.  That  we  could  not  at  all  prove  any  breach 
of  articles  in  what  had  palled  That  in  cale  (to  ufe 
his  example)  a  man  borrowed  my  fword,  and  with  it 
commits  murder  or  robbery,  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  re- 
feoniable  for  his  mildemeanors,  no  more  than  the 
Dutch  for  what  the  Spaniards  have  done :  and  if  this 
be  true,  we  have  not  exhibited  any  one  argument  that 
can  hold  good.  But  the  aimiment  monfieur  de  Witt 
675  we  ought  wholly  to  infift  upon,  is,  that  Feroni  at 
the  letting  out  his  mip  made  a  contra6b  with  the  6e- 
nouefes  (which  I  have  long  fince  tranfmitted  your  lord- 
flrip)  wherein  it  is  pofirively  faid  that  they  fliould  not 
thmin  offend  or  moleft  the  Englifh  nation.  So  that 
now  the  Genouefes  having  fo  evidently  broken  tliis  con- 
traS,  and  withal  bringing  their  prize  into  the  domini- 
ons of  the  States  ;  the  lame  States  may  with  a  great  deal 
of  reaibn  oblige  them  to  make  good  the  contract  they 
liavc  made  with  one  of  their  fubjecls.  And,  juft  as, 
in  cafe  the  man  that  has  committed  robbery  with  the 
fword  I  had  lent  him,  brings  into  my  hands  what  he 
has  itolen,  I  am  in  juftice  to  render  every  thing  to  the 
owner.  By  the  fame  reafon  the  Sutes  are  obliged  to 
make  reftitution  of  the  fhip  and  lading  to  the  ownersi, 
IS  taken  contrary  to  promife,  and  by  the  means  of  ^ 
fliip  belonging  to  one  of  their  fubjedls.  For  the  ftate 
of  the  bufinels  your  excellency  fent  me,  I  eafily  gueffr 
ed  by  monfieur  de  Witt's  difcourfe,  that  he  had  alrea- 
dy Icen  it ;  and  having  been  afterwards  with  monfieur 
Schimnielpening  the  chief  commiflioner,  as  monfieur 
I  dQ 
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de  Witt  had  advifed  me,  to  recommend  to  him  the  bu- 
linefs,  and  to  infinuate  this  argument ;  I  found  he  had 
the  fame  paper  already  in  his  hands  in  Latin. 

As  for  the  other  point,  whether  monfieur  Beveming 
has  offered  a  defenfive  or  oftenfive  league  with  Spain ; 
your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  remember,  that  in  the  in- 
telligence or  the  2d  of  April,  it  is  faid,  *  que  cet 
itat  avoit  toujours  rejetti  une  alliance  defenfive  que  rEf 
fagne  avoit  offerty  6?  qtCon  avoit  opine  qtCon  la  falhit 
encore  rejetter.  But  the  fame  paper  fays,  that  at  the 
fame  time  it  was  refolved,  that  order  (hould  be  given 
to  monfieur  Beverning  to  propofe  a  treaty  for  one  year 
only.  The  States  cannot  yet  have  an  anlwer  whether 
this  treaty  has  been  accepted  of  or  no.  However,  as 
foon  as  I  can  learn  any  thing  farther  in  this  point,  I 
will  not  fail  to  inform  your  lordfhip  of  it. 

Monfieur  Pompone  went  laft  Saturday  for  Dunkirk, 
where  the  French  king  is  by  this  time.  I  am,  my  lord, 
your  excellency's  moft  humble  and  mod  obedient  fer- 
vant,  W.  Blaithwayt. 

From  my  lord  Arlington. 

SIR,  Goring-houfe,  June  28,  i67i, 

I  Humbly  thank  you  for  your  cherries,  which  were 
(b  good,  that  I  grieve  for   the  lofs   of  thofe  that 
could  not  find  me  at  Windfor. 

Having  his  majefliy's  approbation  of  your  wriring 
to  the  States  to  take  your  leave  of  them  •,  and  he  reflifing 
to  fee  your  letter ;  it  was  not  at  all  necefiary  you  fhould 
Ihew  it  me :  yet  to  comply  with  your  defire,  I  have  read 
and  approved  it.  You  are  belt  judge,  having  lived 
among  them,  whether  the  form  be  good  -,  to  the  matter 
I  am  lure  nothing  can  be  objededi  nor  to  my  profeflion 
of  being  ever  your  moft  faithful  and  humble  fervant, 

Arlington. 

*  That  this  State  has  aJivays  rejedltd  a  defailvve  alUottce  offitrtJ  h 
Spain^  and  that  it  ivas  thought  they  mufijlill  reje3  it, 
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And  then  given  to  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  upon  the  ending  of  my  em- 
bafly  at  the  Hague. 

THE  decay  and  diflblution  of  civil,  as  well 
as  natural  bodies,  proceeding  ufually  from 
outward  blows  and  accidents,  as  well  as  in- 
ward diftempers  or  infirmities,  it  feems  equally  ne- 
ceflary  for  any  government  to  know  and  refledl  upon 
[  die  conftitutions,  forces,  and  conjuncftures  ainong  their 
noghbouring  ftates,  as  well  as  the  factions,  hu- 
xnours,   and  intereft  of  their  own  fubjeds ;   for  all 
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power  is  but  comparative ;  nor  can  any  kingdom 
take  a  juft  meafure  of  its  fafety  by  its  own  riches  or 
ftrength  at  home,  without  calling  up  at  the  fame 
time,  what  invafions  may  be  feared,  and  what  de- 
fences expefted,  from  enemies  or  allies  abroad. 

It  is  certain,  that  fo  advantageous  a  fituation,  as 
that  of  his  majefly's  dominions  in  thefe  iflands  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  makes  any  foreign  confidera- 
tion  lefs  important  to  us,  than  to  any  other  nation ; 
becaufe  the  numbers  and  nadve  courage  of  our  men, 
with  the  ftrength  of  our  Ihipping,  have  fo  many 
ages  paft  (and  ftill  for  ought  we  yet  know)  made 
us  a  match  for  the  greateft  of  our  neighbours  at  land, 
and  an  over-match  for  the  ftrongeft  of  them  at  fea  5 
whereas  whoever  hurts  us,  without  our  own  arms, 
muft  be  able  to  mafter  us  in  both  thefe  elements  :  Yet 
in  regard  there  are  the  names  of  feveral  conquefts  re- 
maining ftill  upon  record  (though  all  of  (hem  die  more 
efiedts  of  our  own  divifions  and  invitations )  when 
trade  is  grown  the  defign  of  all  nations  in  Europe,  that 
are  poffeiled  of  any  maritime  provinces,  as  being  the 
only  unexhaufted  mine,  and  out  of  whofe  treafures 
all  greamefs  at  fea  naturally  arifcs  ;  when,  inftead  of  a 
king  of  France  fumounded  and  bearded  by  dukes  of 
Britany  and  Burmindy,  as  well  as  our  own  pofleflions 
in  Normandy  and  Guienne ;  inftead  of  a  comit  of  Flan* 
dcrs  or  Holland,  who  ferved  for  no  more,  than  like  the 
{mailer  weights  to  make  the  balance  fometimes  a  litde 
even  in  the  greater  fcales  of  the  Englifh,  French,  and 
German  powers ;  we  now  behold  in  France  the  greateft 
land  forces  that  perhaps  have  ever  been  known  under 
the  command  of  any  Chriftian  prince  •,  and  in  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces,  the  greateft  numbers  both  of  {hips  and 
mariners  that  were  ever  yet  heard  of  xmder  any  fltate 
in  the  world ;  and  which  have  hitherto  been  only  awed 
by  the  fbength  of  our  oak,  the  art  of  our  fhip-wrights, 
and  chiefly  by  die  invincible  hearts  of  our  {eamen : 

when 
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when  the  profpeft  of  thefe  two  powers  brings  us   to 

confider,  that  any  firm  conjunftion  of  them,    either 

by  confederaqr,   or  the  fubmiffion  of  Holland,   will 

prove  the  nearcft  approach  that  was  ever  made  to  our 

ruin  and  iervitude:  It  may  perhaps  import  us,  in  this 

calm  wc  enjoy,  to  hearken  a  little  more,  than  we  have 

dme  of  late,  to  the  ftorms  that  are  now  rifmg  abroad^ 

and  by  the  beft  perfpeftives  we  can  find,  to  difcover 

firom  what  coaft  they  break,  what  courfe  they  are  like 

u>  hold,  how  much  we  can  lie  in  their  danger,   and 

whcdier  the  flielter,  expedted  from  us  by  our  ncigh- 

botm,  will  be  only  a  (train  of  generofity  and  huma^ 

nity,  or  the  beft  provifion  we  can  make  hereafter  for 

our  own  fafety. 

Thofe  countries,  in  whofe  anions  or  interefts  wc 
have  at  any  time  concerned  ourfelves,  have  been  the 
Empire,  France,  Spain,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the 
Low*countries,  in  the  two  feveral  bodies  ufually  dif- 
dflguiihed  by  the  names  of  Flanders  and  Holland.  For 
wim  Poland  we  have  never  gone  further  than  our  good- 
wiihcs  towards  their  defence  againft  the  Turk :  nor  with 
Itily,  than  our  offices  of  ceremony,  or  intereft  of 
traffic  5  unlefs  fometimes  fome  fhort  negotiation  that 
ierved  the  prefent  turn,  to  ftop  the  afpiring  growth 
of  either  the  French  or  Spanilh  greatnefs  in  thofe  as 
wtll  as  nearer  parts. 


THE  foreign  interefts  of  the  Empire  are  the  de- 
fence of  the  eaftern  parts  againft  the  Turk,  and 
the  prefcrvation  of  the  weftern  circles  againft  the 
mymk  of  France.  The  domeftic  are  the  limited  con- 
mtution  of  the  imperial  power,  and  the  balance  of 
die  feveral  free  princes  and  ftates  of  the  Empire 
among  themfelves.  The  two  laft  have  raifed  no  duft 
fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  feems  chiefly  occa- 
ikioed  by  the  Swede's  coming  in  to  be  a  meniiber  of 

the 


2oi  Tie  conftitiaions  and  interejis 

the  Empire,  upon  the  fhare  then  yielded  to  him  m 
Pomerania  and  Bremen.  Thefe  give  him  an  immedi- 
ate entrance  into  the  heart  of  Germany,  where  the  na- 
tive poverty  of  his  own  country  makes  him  confider- 
cd  as  ftill  upon  the  wing,  and  ready  to  ftoop  at  the 
firft  quarry  he  can  meet  with,  upon  any  divifions  in  the 
empire  -,  fo  as  there  feems  a  general  refoludon  not  to" 
fumilh  him  with  fuch  occafions.  Their  defence  againft 
the  Turk  will  be  provided  and  purfued  by  common  in- 
clinations and  forces,  unlefs  thofe  princes  of  the  wcft- 
ern  circles  fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  bufied  in  fomc 
nearer  danger  from  France.  But  if  the  grand  viGer 
be  fo  great  a  man  as  he  is  reputed  in  politics,  as  well 
as  arms,  he  will  never  ccnfent,  by  an  invafion  of  Hun- 
gary, to  make  way  for  the  advance  of  the  French  pro- 
grefs  into  the  Empire,  which  a  conCjueft  of  the  Low- 
countries  would  make  eafy  and  obvious  :  and  fo  great 
acceflions  (with  others  that  would  lie  fair  and  <^n  in 
the  Spanifh  provinces  upon  the  Mediterranean)  would 
make  France  a  formidable  power  to  the  Turk  himfelf, 
and  greater  than  I  fuppofe  he  defires  to  fee  any  in  Chri-  • 
ftendom.  So  that  it  feems  not  improbable,  that  the 
prefent  peace  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Turk  may 
laft  longer  than  is  generally  calculated  by  the  fears  or 
defires  of  thofe  who  are  moft  concerned  in  it. 

In  the  prefervation  of  the  weftem  circles  (efpecially 
that  of  Burgundy  and  the  Rhine)  againft  the  prt^rcfs 
of  the  French  greatnefs,  the  difpofitions,  if  not  inter- 
cfts  of  the  feveral  members  of  the  Empire  feem  much 
more  divided.  The  Emperor  himfelf  is  firm  in  refolv- 
ing  it,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  to  fear  fo  much  as  the 
power  and  ambition  of  France,  in  regard  of  their  com- 
mon pretenfions  to  Spain,  after  the  young  king's  death, 
and  a  jealoufy  of  the  Empire  itfelf,  after  a  further  courfe 
of  fuccefs :  but  he  will  be  faint  in  any  execution  of 
fuch  a  counfel,  unlefs  fpirited  by  the  unanimous  de- 
crees of  a  general  dietj   froip  his  own  difpofitions, 

which 
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which  arc  thought  rather  generous  and  juft,  than  am- 
bitious and  enterprifing  ;  from  the  influence  of  the  Je- 
liiits  in  that  court,  who  are  obferved  to  grow  general- 
ly French,  as  they  were  Spanifh  in  the  laft  age ;  from 
Ae  ffcar  of  the  Turks,  who  are  ftill  like  a  cloud  that 
hangs  over  his  head  *,  and  from  a  jealoUfy  of  Sweden's 
joining  abfolutdy  with  France,  which  might  fhare  a 
great  part  of  the  Empire  between  them. 

The  clcdtor  of  Saxony  would  fall  intirely  into  the 
intfrefts  of  the  emperor  in  this  point,  as  a  prince  that 
is  a  true  German,  loves  the  liberty  of  the  Empire,  forc- 
iees  that  if  it  Ihould  fall  into  the  French  hands  all 
the  princes  would  grow  little  companions  to  what  they 
arc,  oc  return  to  be  the  fcveral  officers  of  his  court, 
as  tbcy  were  in  the  unlimited  greamefs  of  fome  an- 
cient emperors.  Befides,  his  diftance  from  France, 
diough  it  does  not  inftruft  him  to  think  wifer  than 
other  princes,  yet  it  helps  him  to  fpeak  boldlier  what 
he  thinks  upon  thefe  conjunftures. 

The  eleaor  of  Brandenburgh  and  Landgrave  of 
Hefle,  and,  at  leaft,  two  of  the  dukes  of  Lunenburgh, 
are,  in  their  difpofitions  and  judgments,  upon  the  fame 
interefts  ;  but  will  be  influenced  and  awed  by  Sweden, 
whofe  ill  talent  will  be  flill  fulpefted  to  Brandenburgh, 
upon  the  diflferences  in  Pruflla,  and  to  Lunenburgh,  up- 
on the  late  difappointment  at  Bremen. 

The  cleftors  of  Mentz  and  Triers  have  the  fame 
inclinations;  but,  lying  at  the  mercy  of  France,  in 
to  near  and  fo  imperious  a  neighbourhood,  they  will 
tike  no  meafures  wherein  they  may  not  Ice  their  own 
lafety  provided  for,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Empire; 
wfacrdn  no  prince  has  greater  reputation  of  prudence 
and  caution  than  the  bifliop  of  Mentz. 

The  eledor  Palatine,  either  upon  remainders  of 
dK  antient  leagues  with  France,  or  quarrels  with  the 
houfc  of  Auftria,  has  been  thought  inclined  to  the 
French :  but  as  a  wife  prince  will  be  found  g-nerally 
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in  the  true  interefts  of  the  Empire,  as  far  as  the  feat  of 
'his  country  will  give  him  leave,  which,  in  a  war, 
will  be  fo  much  expofed.. 

The  eleftor  of  Bavaria  has  been  efteemed  wholly 
in  die  French  interefts  fince  the  treaty  of  Munfter  ;  bu^ 
by  what  ties  or  motives,  has  not  fallen  under  my  ob- 
fervation,  in  regard  of  the  diftance  of  his  country^' 
*ind  fmall  commerce  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Empire. 

The  eleftor  of  Cologne  is  a  perfon  of  much  natural 
goodnefs  and  candor,  but  of  age  and  infirmities,  and 
whom  devotion  and  chemiftry  have  fhared  between 
them,  and,  in  a  manner,  removed  from  the  afikirs  of 
his  ftate  •,  which  have  been  long  and  entirely  de- 
volved upon  the  bifhop  of  Strafburgh,  a  man  bu^, 
and  always  in  motion  or  intrigue :  out  for  the  rci, 
whether  upon  future  ambition,  or  prefent  advant^ps^ 
efteemed  to  be  perfedtly  in  the  French  interefts  ;  fo  a$ 
whatever  ufe  can  be  made  by  France  of  that  elector's 
name  or  country,  may  be  reckoned  upon  as  wholly  at 
the  devotion  of  that  crown. 

The  duke  of  Nieuburgh  is,  in  his  perfon  and  mieni 
tather  like  an  Italian  than  a  German  \  and  ihould  be 
fo  in  his  difpofition,  by  playing  the  game  of  an  Italian 
prince;  in  declaring  no  partialities,  provoking  no 
tnemies,  and  living  more  retired  than  the  other  prinoes 
of  his  country :  having  never  (hewed  any  ambition  but 
for  the  crown  of  Poland,  which  delign  helped  to  in- 
ipire  him  with  great  compliance  towards  all  nis  neigh- 
bours, and  other  princes,  who  wer6  able  to  do  him 
good  or  ill  offices  in  that  point.  But  the  failins  of 
It  was  thought  to  have  fomethine  difobliged  him  mun 
France  (upon  whofe  affiftance  ne  reckoned)  and  has 
funk  him  in  a  debt  which  he  will  hardly  recover. 

The  bifhop  of  Munfter  is  made  only  confiderable  by 
his  fituation,  which  lies,  the  fitteft  of  all  others,  to  in- 
vade Holland ;  and  by  the  difpofitions  of  this  man, 
which  are  unquiet,  and  ambitious  to  raife  a  name  in 

the 
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tlte  world  :  an  old  implacable  hatred  to  t!ie  Dutch, 
upon  their  intelligence  with  his  chief  town  ot  Munfter  -, 
rfieir  ufurpation  (as  he  pretends)  of  Borkloe,  and  fome 
other  fmall  places  in  his  country ;  their  proteftion  of 
the  countefs  of  Bcnthem ;  and  the  hopes  of  fharing 
Ovcryflcl  or  Fricfland,  if  ever  their  Ipoiis  come  to  be  di- 
vided, make  him  a  certain  friend  to  what  prince  foever 
is  enemy  to  them,  and  will  furnifh  him  with  men  or 
money  enough  to  appear  in  the  head  of  an  army 
againft  them. 

The  general  intereft  that  the  feveral  princes  of  the 
Empire  have  with  us,  is  grounded  wholly  upon  the 
cftcem  of  his  majefty*s  power,  and  the  veneration  of 
his  name ;  which  is  fo  great  amongft  them,  that  mod 
of  dicm  are  refolvcd,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture  of  af- 
fiirs  m  Chriftendom,  to  underftand  pcrfeftly  his  lan- 
guage, before  they  fpcak  their  own. 


TH  E  government  of  Sweden  is  efteemed  fteady 
and  wife,  as  their  people  warlike  and  nume- 
rous. The  digcftion  of  their  counfels  is  made  in  a 
icnate,  confifting  of  forty  counfellofs,  who  are  genc- 
rdly  the  greateft  men  of  the  kingdom,  in  office,  eftates, 
or  abilities ;  and  who  have,  moft  of  them,  been  com- 
manders in  the  German  wars,  or  are  fo  in  the  prefent 
mifitra  ;  which  makes  their  counfels  generally  warlike 
and  ambitious,  though  fomething  tempered  by  the  mi- 
nority of  their  king.  This  has  turned  them,  for  fome 
years  fince  their  laft  king's  death,  rather  to  make  ad- 
Irantages  by  the  name  and  reputation  ol  their  allian- 
ces, than  by  the  appearance  of  their  arms.  But  if  their 
king  grows  a  man,  and  of  martial  thoughts,  as  may 
be  prefaged  from  fo  great  a  father,  wc  may  fee  great 
aSions  and  revolutions  grow  again  out  of  this  north- 
ern climate.  For  the  names  of  Goth  and  Vandal,  and 
their  famous  fuccefles  both  in  Poland  and  Germany  this 
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lafl  age,  infpire  them  with  great  thoughts ;  and  the 
bodies  and  courages  of  their  common  men,  as  well  as 
the  prudence  and  conduft  of  their  great  officers,  fccm 
to  have  framed  them  for  great  undertakings.     Befides, 
their  application  of  late  years  to  trade  has  much  in- 
creafed  their  Ihipping  and  feamen  (which  they  found, 
to  be  their  weak  fide  in  their  laft  attempts.)  All  thcfe 
may,  in  time,  make  way  for  their  great  defign,  which 
is,  the  dominion  of  the  Baltic  fea  by  the  conaueft  of 
Denmark.     This  was,  about  the  year  59,  wrefted  out 
of  their  hands  by  the  Dutch  aiTiftances,  and  can  hardly 
efcape  them,  it  ever  that  commonwealth  fhould  be 
broken.     And  if  they  arrive  once  at  this  point,  there 
will  grow  a  power  in  that  rough  climate,  which,  both 
at  land  and  fea,  may  equal  moft  others  that  are  now 
in  Chriftendom  -,  by  being  mafters  of  fuch  numbers  of 
ftrong  and  valiant  men,  as  well  as  of  all  the  naval 
ftores  that  fumifh  the  world. 

They  have  a  nearer  profpeft  upon  the  city  of  Bre- 
men, by  the  addition  whereof  to  the  biflioprick  al- 
ready in  their  pofleflion,  they  defign  to  lav  a  great 
foundation,  bom  of  trade  and  ftrength,  in  tne  nearer 
parts  of  Germany. 

Their  next  intereft  feems  to  be  a  long  knoddna 
war  in  the  Empire,  or  the  Low-countries  -,  which  wm 
make  them  courted  by  all  till  they  think  fit  to  declare, 
and  then  will  bring  diem  to  a  fhare  in  the  game :  and 
thiofe  often  go  away  with  the  greateft,  who  bring  in 
leaft  when  the  ftake  begins.  The  negledb  of  France, 
fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  and  the  late  courtflup 
of  Spain,  feem  to  have  left  them  open  for  the  fair- 
eft  offer  from  either  of  thofe  crowns-,  but  rather 
inclined  to  Spain,  which  has  ftill  the  fureft  funds  of 
treafure  (if  they  could  fall  into  good  method  or  di- 
reftion)  and  to  whom  they  are  more  neceflary  than 
to  France,  which  has  out-grown  almoft  all  meafures 
with  their  neighbours.  They  have  a  pique  to  Hol- 
land, 
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land,  (bmething  in  Ihew,  but  more  at  heart,  at  ly- 
ing crois  to  their  three  defigns  ;  the  dominion  of  the 
Baltick,  thdr  acquifition  of  Bremen,  and  a  war  in  the 
upper  or  lower  Germany.  And  they  are  fo  wife  a 
(bfic  as  to  be  found  commonly  in  their  interefl ;  which, 
fer  thefe  reafons,  is  either  an  abfolute  breaking,  or  a 
great  weakening,  of  that  commonwealth.  Befides, 
diey  cftcemed  memielves  at  leaft  negleded  by  them 
in  the  late  negotiation  of  the  triple-alliance,  wherein 
diey  expe£led  conftant  fubfidies  in  the  time  of  peace, 
froin  Sp^  and  Holland,  to  engage  them  in  the  de* 
kxt  of  all  thofe  provinces  againft  the  direatening 
power  of  France. 

An  old  friendfliip  to  our  nanon,  and  alliance,  pro- 
cetding  from  a  long  conjunction  of  interefts,  befides^ 
the  iKceflity  of  keeping  well  with  one  of  the  greatefl 
inaritinie  powers,  will  (as  may  be  conjedhired)  pcr- 
fiiade  them  to  follow  his  majefty*s  meafures  the  clofeft 
and  furtheft  of  any  (late  in  Europe.  This  gave  them 
die  firft  deiign  of  entering  into  the  triple  alliance,  and 
into  the  commerce  with  Spain  in  the  year  68,  ahd  their 
fcfolution  of  keeping  pace  with  his  majefty  in  both 
dicfc  points,  as  well  as  the  confequences  of  them, 
which  they  will  do,  unlefs  the  prefent  fcene  (hould 
iriiolly  change,  and  open  new  counfels  and  interefb 
DOC  yet  thought  of  in  the  world. 


TH  E  kingdom  of  Denmark  feems  lefs  confider- 
able  than  their  neighbour- crown,  from  a  faint- 
er ^rit  which  appears  ot  late  in  their  people,  and  in 
dieir  government  itfelf  •,  as  well  as  a  great  inequality 
of  number  in  their  forces,  both  at  fea  and  land:  for 
die  laft  change  of  their  government,  from  ele6tive  to 
bercditary,  has  made  it  leem  hitherto  of  lefs  force  and 
unfitter  for  aftion  abroad.  As  all  great  changes, 
brought  about  by  force  or  addrefs,  in  an  old  conflitiv 
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tion  of  government,  rooted  in  the  hearts  and  cuftoms 
of  the  people,  though  they  may  in  time  prove  an  in- 
creafe  of  ftrength  and  greatnels  (when  fallen  into  mcr 
thpd,  and  grown  eafy  by  ul'e)  yet,  for  many  years,  they 
mult  needs  weaken  it,  by  the  divifions  and  diftradi* 
pns  of  mens  minds,  and  difcontents  of  their  humourSt 
and  fo  turn  the  counfels  upon  defigns  within,  defiftt 
ing  from  any  without ;  and  advantages  upon  enemiei 
muft  give  way  to  thofe  upon  fubjedb.  So  as  the  bitaltr 
ing  down  an  old  frame  of  government,  and  ereft* 
ing  a  mew,  feems  like  the  cutting  down  an  old  oak  (be* 
caufe  the  fruit  decays,  and  the  branches  grow  thin) 
and  planting  a  young  one  in  the  room.  'Tis  true,  the 
fon  or  grandfon  (if  it  profpers)  may  enjoy  the  (hade  and 
the  mafte;  hut  the  planter,  befides  the  pleaAue  of 
imagination,  has  no  other  beneBt  to  rccompenfe  ibe 
pains  of  fetting  and  digging,  the  care  of  watering  ani 
pruning,  the  tears  of  every  ftorm  and  every  drought  i 
and  it  is  well  if  he  efcapes  a  blow  from  the  fall  ot  the 
old  tree,  or  its  boughs,  as  they  are  lopped  off. 

The  change  in  Denmark  was  the  fafer,  by  having 
to  deal  with  a  foft  eafy  people,  and  with  nobles  grow* 
to  have  fmall  power  or  intereft  amongft  them,  and  ti 
whom  many  were  gained  by  the  crown*  Befides^  that 
nothing  feemed  to  concern  property  in  the  change  of 
fucceffive  for  eleftive.  And  the  example  of  all  chri^ 
tian  crowns  (befides  that  of  Poland)  made  way  for  it : 
and  yet  it  is  certain,  that  Denmark  has  continued *evcr 
(ince  weak  and  unfpirited,  bent  only  upon  fafety,  and 
enjoying  the  revenues  of  the  Sound  (which  are  the 
chief  belonging  to  that  crown. )  So  as  their  great  in* 
tereft  is  their  defence  againft  Sweden  •,  and  for  the  rcft^ 
a  general  peace,  by  which  traffick  increafmg^  they 
may  come  in  for  a  Aiare,  and  fee  their  cuftoms  grow 
in  the  Sound  and  Norway  They  reckoned  chiefly  up- 
on their  fupport  from  Holland,  till  feeing  them  tall  in* 
to  clofer  meafures  with  us  and  Sweden,  upon  the  triple 
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alliance,  they  have  tacked  fome  points  nearer  France  ; 
and  the  rather,  becaufc  of  the  unkindnefs  grown  in 
the  laft  Dutch  war  between  us  and  them.  Yet,  they. 
have  it  at  heart,  that  Holland  has  ever  ufed  them 
infolently,  if  not  fcornfully,  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
their  treaties  and  alliances,  as  well  as  the  differences 
between  them  about  the  payments  of  the  Sound  j  and 
will  be  ever  ready  and  relblute  in  the  defence  of  Ham- 
borough,  whenever  the  Danes  (hall  have  ftrcngth  anci 
heart  enough  to  attack  it ;  which  feems  the  chief  am; 
Ktion  they  have  left  them  abroad. 


rr^HE  crown  of  Spain  was,  in  all  Philip  the  fecond*» 
X  time,  looked  upon  as  both  the  terror  and  defence 
rfChriftendom  ;  no  monarchy  having  ever  grafped  at 
b  great  an  empire  there,  and  at  the  fame  time  purfucd 
an  open  war  againft  fo  great  a  power  as  the  Turks. 
This  greatnefs  was  grown  up  by  the  union  of  the 
houfc  of  Caftile  and  Arragon,  of  that  of  Burgundy  and 
dicNcthcrlands,with  that  of  Naples  and  Sicily;  by  the 
aocefGon  or  conqueft  of  Portugal ;  by  that  of  the  In- 
dies, when  their  mines  bled  frefh,  as  they  did  many 
years  after  their  firft  opening  ;  by  the  number  of  brave 
troops  and  leaders  which  were  raifed  and  made  by  the 
various  and  continual  wars  of  Charles  V.  but  chiefly 
by  the  uninterrupted  fucccfilon  of  three  great  princesj 
Ferdinand,  Charles,  and  Philip  ;  which  can  never  fail  of 
rafmg  a  fmall  kingdom  to  a  great,  no  more  than  the 
contrary  of  bringing  down  a  great  one  to  a  fmall. 
But  whoever  meiifures  the  crov/n  of  Spain  now  by  the 
fcalc  of  that  age,  may  fancy  a  man  ol*  fourfcc^.rc  by  a 
pifture  drawn  of  him  at  thirty :  'Tis  like  a  great  old 
tree,  which  has  loft  its  branches  and  Ie:y.\.^:,  ct  tyuiico 
mnfrondibus  efficit  u^drGm,  Though  no  r.ian  knows, 
whether  out  of  this  old  root  a  fucker  nijy  not  fpring, 
that  with  a  little  fhelter  at  firft,  and  good  fcafons, 
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may  in  time  prove  a  mighty  tree ;  for  there  feems  ftill 
to  remain  ftrength  and  fap  in  the  root  to  fumilh  a 
fair  growth,  though  not  in  proportion  to  the  firft, 
Thele  decays  have  been  occafioncd  by  fo  long  a  war 
with  Holland  (fupported  bv  all  the  neighbours,  who  en- 
vied or  feared  the  greatneis  of  Spain ;)  by  the  exhauft* 
ing  in  a  great  degree  of  their  Indian  mines  ;  by  that  rf 
their  natives,  to  turnilh  the  Indian  conquefts,  and  fe* 
cure  ajl  their  provinces  both  in  Italy  and  Flanders; 
but  moft  of  all  by  two  fucceflions  (which  we  may  at 
Jcaft  call)  of  unadtive  princes,  and  the  want  of  any  ata^ 
miniftry  to  repair  either  them,  or  the  minority  of  dm 
king,  in  which  they  ended:  Unlefs  this  crown  out- 
^ow  its  prcfent  weaknefs  by  fome  great  fpirit  rifing 
up  at  the  head  of  the  monarchy,  who  fliall  digeft  their 
counfels,  reform  the  vaft  and  impertinent  profufion^ 
of  their  treafures  by  fupprcfling  all  unneceflary  pen- 
fions  and  expences,  and  reftore  the  vigour  of  their  na- 
tion by  martial  defigns  and  examples ;  we  may  reckon 
the  intereft  of  Spain  to  lie  wholly  in  the  prefervarion 
and  defence  of  Flanders  from  France,  of  Sicily  from 
the  Turks,  and  of  their  Indies  from  us.  That  of  Sidlv 
feems  more  remote,  becaufe  both  Hungary  and  Poland 
is  a  nearer  game  for  the  Turk,  and  will  not  fo  general- 
ly alarm  or  unite  the  chriftian  princes,  as  the  inva- 
ifion  of  Sicily,  wherein  France,  as  well  as  Italy,  is  fo  near 
concerned.  The  jealoufy  of  their  Indies  has  been  much 
nearer  them  fince  our  pofleffion  of  Jamaica;  and  akes 
at  heart  upon  every  fit  which  the  defperate  fallies  of  our 
privateers  there  bring  upon  them.  But  they  hope  to 
jnake  fair  weather  m  thofe  feas  by  opening  to  us 
ibme  advantages  of  trade  there,  and  by  a  conjundion 
of  interefts  in  Europe,  which  they  think  the  greatnefs 
cf  France  makes  as  neceflary  to  us  as  to  them. 

Their  quarrel  to  France,  by  a  courfe  of  almoft  con- 
tinual wars  ever  fince  Charles  the  V.'s  rime,  by  the  late 
prctcnfions  to  Flanders  fet  on  foot  by  France  fince  the 
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death  of  their  laft  king»  and  purfued  by  the  late  in- 
valion    (which  the   Spaniards  pretend  to  have  been 
againft  all  faith,  as  well  as  right)  ieems  to  be  grown 
wholly  incurable,  though  diflembled  by  the  fenie  of 
their  own  weaknefs,  which  makes  them  rather  willing 
to  decdve  themielves  with  a  peace  that  they  know 
muft  fail  them,  than  break  out  into  a  war  they  fear 
muft  ruin  them,  without  the  afTiftance  of  their  neigh- 
bours.    And  this  they  hope  fome  breach  of  the  peace 
at  Aix  on  the  French  fide,  or  other  accidents,  may  one 
time«or  other  engage  for  diem.     And  though,  as  they 
fiaod  fingle,  their  prefent  intereft  is  but  bare  defence, 
ind  wearing  out  their  king's  minority  without  furdier 
lofies ;  yet  a  greater  intereft,  and  far  more  at  heart,  is 
a  war  with  France,  in  conjun£bion  with  the  triple  alli- 
IDCC,  or  at  leaft  with  us  and  Holland.    For  though 
the  peace  holds  yet,  while  France  continues  fo  great 
forces  and  defigns  on  foot,  the  prefervation  of  Flan-* 
dcrs  will  coft  Spain  200  m.  pounds  a-year,  befides  the 
revenues  of  the  country.     And  what  is  left  them  in 
thoie  provinces  remains  {b  locked  and  interwoven  with 
the  laXt  French  conquefts,  that  upon  the  firft  breach 
of  a  war  it  is  all  endangered ;  and  indeed  cannot  be  any 
ways  fecured,  but  by  a  ftrong  diverfion,  which  may 
employ  the  greateft  part  of  the  French  forces  in  fome 
other  places.     Thcle  regards,  and  that  of  being  hardly 
uied  (as  they  conceive)  by  us  and  Holland,  in  the  peace 
of  Aix,  which  forced  them  to  quit  fo  much  of  their 
country  to  France,  and  of  their  money  to  Sweden,  have 
raifed  up  a  party  in  their  council,  that  would  make  and 
iecure  the  beft  peace  they  can  with  France,  by  a  cef- 
fion  of  Flanders  to  that  crown,  in  exchange  for  other 
provinces  towards  Spain,  and  of  fome  other  preten- 
fions.  But  this  will  not  be  carried  in  a  minority  of  their 
king;  at  leaft  without  greater  fears  of  a  fudden  inva- 
jGon  from  France,  and  greater  defpairs  of  help  from  us. 
Secauie,  whenever  they  quit  Flanders,  they  muft  be 
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content  !to  fiiud  themieRes  up  within  their  mountains,' 
and  fignify  nothing  m6re  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Nor 
could  they  perhaps  long  be  fafe  either  in  Spain  or  Italy, 
if  they  were  there  to  fuftain  all  the  ftjrces  of  France, 
without  the  great  divcrfion  they  have  always  made  by 
Flanders  •,  out  of  which  whenever  they  are  mafters  m 
the  field,  they  march  in  four  or  five  days  up  into  the 
very  Me  of  France. 

To  compafs  thefe  two  interefts,  either  of  defence,  or 
a  war  in  confederacy,  they  would  fain  engage  Sweden; 
but  will  endanger  this  aim,  by  the  fear  fx  vtnturif^ 
their  naoney  before  the  game  begins.  They  reckon 
themfelvcs  lure  (^Holland  as  far  as  dieir  defence,  but 
know,  they  will  never  be  brought  to  b^in  a  war  with 
France.  And  die  old  rancours  between  Spaniard  and 
Dutch  are  not  yet  enough  worn  out  of  the  difjpofitions 
61  tiie  pec^le  or  the  governments,  to  make  room  for 
Aich  an  abfolute  turn.  Their  great  hope  is  in  England, 
where  their  inclination  carries  them  as  well  2t&  their  in«^ 
tereft.  Befides,  they  thiidc  our  old  as  well  as  frefii 
quarrels  with  France,  and  the  jcalouly  of  their  prefent 
growth,  will  temper  us  for  their  turn  at  one  time  or 
other ;  fo  that  their  meafures  will  ever  be  fair  with  us, 
but  no  more  towards  preferving  their  peace,  becaufe 
they  think  our  intereft  as  well  as  our  treaties  will  be 
enough  to  engage  us  fo  far,  without  other  motives ; 
though  to  head  a  war  ^ainft  France,  wherein  bodi 
Sweden  and  Holland  would  (as  they  think)  follow  our 
paces,  there  is  no  advantage  which  the  crown  of  Spain 
could  make  us  in  trade,  nor  money  they  could  Iparc 
from  their  own  neceflities  (in  the  fhare  of  the  quarrel) 
which  they  would  not  willingly  furnifli  us,  and  truft 
to  the  events  of  a  war  how  uncertain  focver. 


^HE  State  of  Holland,  in  point  both  of  riches 
and  ftrength,  is  the  moft  prodigious  growth  that 
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lias  been  ieen  in  the  world,  if  we  reckon  it  from  their 
peace  with  Spain  ;  before  which  time,  though  their 
torres  were  great  both  at  land  and  fea,  yet  they  were 
kept  down  by  too  violent  exercife ;  and  that  govern- 
ment could  not  be  faid  to  ftand  upon  its  own  legs, 
leaning  always  on  their  neighbours,  who  were  willing 
to  (iipport  them  againft  Spain,  and  fearing  nothing  from 
a  Sute  lb  narrow  in  compafs  of  land,  and  fo  weak  in 
native  (iibjeifls,  that  the  (bength  of  their  armies  has 
ever  becgn  ouulc  up  of  foreign  troops.  But  fince  that 
time,  what  with  the  benefit  of  their  fituadon,  and  or- 
dn  of  their  government,  the  conduft  of  their  mini- 
fiers  (driving  on  Aeady  and  public  intercft)  the  art,  in- 
duftry,  and  parfimony  of  their  people,  all  con^iring 
ID  derive  almoft  the  trade  of  the  whole  world  into  their 
aide  (while  their  neighbours  were  taken  up  either  in 
dril  or  fbreifi;n  wars)  they  have  grown  fo  confiderable  in 
die  world,  uiat  for  many  years  they  have  treated  upon 
an  equal  foot  with  all  the  great  princes  of  Europe,  and 
concluded  no  negotiation  without  advantage :  and,  in 
the  lail  war  with  us  and  Munfter,  were  able  at  the  fame 
time  to  bring  above  an  hundred  men  of  war  to  Tea,  and 
maintain  threefcore  and  ten  thoufand  men  at  land. 
Befides,  the  eftablifhment  or  conquefts  of  their  com- 
panies in  the  Eaft-Indies  have  in  a  manner  ere<5ted  an* 
other  fubordinate  commonwealth  in  thofe  parts ;  where 
upon  occafion  they  have  armed  five  and  forty  men  of 
war,  and  thirty  thoufand  land-men,  by  the  modeftefl: 
computations.  Yet  the  frame  of  this  State  (as  of 
molt  great  machines  made  for  reft  and  not  for  motion) 
is  abfolutely  incapable  of  making  any  confiderable  en- 
largements or  conquefts  upon  their  neighbours  :  which 
is  evident  to  all  that  know  their  conftitutions ;  but 
needs  no  other  argument  bcfides  their  want  of  native 
fubjefts  to  manage  any  fuch  attempts ;  what  men  they 
can  Ipare  being  drawn  fo  wholly  into  their  trade,  and 
dieir  Eaft-Indics,  that  they  cannot  fo  much  as  furaifh 
I  a 
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a  colony  for  Surinam,  proportioned  to  the  .lafety  and 
plantation  of  that  place  :  and  no  nation  ever  made  and 
held  a  conqueil  by  mercenary  arms.  So  that  the  wounds 
and  fears,  they  can  ^ve  their  neighbours,  confift  in 
point  of  trade ;  in  injuries  or  infolences  at  fea ;  in  fal«^ 
ling  with  great  weight  into  a  balance  with  other  prin- 
ces ;  in  protedting  their  rebels  or  fugitives ;  and  in 
an  arrogant  way  of  treating  with  other  princes  and 
ftates,  a  quality  natural  to  men  bred  in  popular  go^ 
vemments,  and  derived  of  late  years  from  the  great- 
fttcceflfes  of  theirs  under  the  prefent  miniftry. 

It  may  be  laid  (I  believe)  for  a  maxim,  that  no  wife 
ftate  will  ever  begin  a  war,  unlefs  it  be  upon  defigns 
of  conquefts,  or  neceffity  of  defence ;  for  all  ocber 
wars  ferve  only  to  exhauft  forces  and  treafurc,  and  end 
in  untoward  peaces,  patched  up  out  of  weakneis  or 
wearinefs  of  the  parties  :  therefore  the  Hollanders,  un- 
lefs invaded  either  at  home  or  in  Flanders  (which  they 
cfteem  now  the  fame  cafe,  if  it  comes  from  FranoeJ 
can  have  no  intereft  to  offer  at  a  war,  but  find  their 
greatefl  in  continuing  their  courfe  of  traffic  uninter- 
rupted,  and  enjoying  the  advantages  which,  in  that 
point,  their  induftry  and  addrefs  will  gain  them  from 
all  their  neighbours.  And  for  thefe  ends  they  will  en- 
deavour to  preferve  the  peace  now  in  being,  and  ban- 
dy by  leagues  and  negotiations  againfl  any  from  whom 
they  (hall  fear  a  breach  of  it. 

They  will  ever  feek  to  preferve  themfelves  by  an  ^- 
liance  with  England  againft  France,  and  by  that  of 
France  againft  England,  as  they  did  formerly  by  both 
againft  Spain.  And  they  will  fall  into  all  conjun£hires 
which  may  ferve  to  balance  in  fome  meafure  the  two 
leffer  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as  well  as  the 
greater  of  France  and  Spain.  But,  becaufe  they  be- 
lieve that  good  arms  are  as  neceflfary  to  keep  peace  as 
to  make  war,  they  will  always  be  great  in  their  prepa- 
rations of  that  kind,  efpecially  at  fea  \  by  which  they 
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mty,  in  all  cafes,  advance  or  fecure  their  trade,  and 
upon  a  war  with  France  make  up  that  way  tlie  wcak- 
rds  of  their  land-forces,  which  a  long  ruft  of  peace, 
and  a  fwarm  of  officers  preferred  by  the  magillrates 
infarvour  of  their  relations,  has  brought  to  be  very  dif- 
proportioned  in  force  to  what  they  are  in  number. 
They  efteem  thcmfelves  fecure  from  Spain  and  their 
German  neighbours  (upon  what  has  b^n  faid  of  the 
nefent  condition  of  thofe  princes)  and  from  us,  not 
bmuch  upon  our  late  treaties  with  them,    as  upon 
what  they  take  to  be  the  common  intereft,  which  they 
diink  a  nation  can  never  run  over,  and  believe  is  the 
mpofing  any  further  progrefs  of  the  French  greatnefs. 
Thdr  only  danger,  they  apprehend,  is  from  France, 
and  that  not    immediately  to   themfelves,     but    to 
Flanders,  where  any  flame  would  foon  fcorch  them, 
and  confume  them,  if  not  Quenched  in  time.  But  in  re- 
I   nid  of  the  weakneis  of  Spain,  the  flow  motions  of  the 
Empire,  the  difierent  paces  among  the  princes  of  it, 
and  the  diftance  of  Sweden ;  they  efl:ecm  the  peace  of 
Chriftendom  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  majefly,  as 
wdl  as  the  fafety  of  Flanders,  in  cafe  of  a  war.  For  they 
diink  France  will  be  dared,  and  never  uke  wing,  while 
they  fee  fuch  a  naval  power  as  ours  and  the  Dutch  ho- 
Tcring  about  all  their  coafts ;  and  fo  many  other  prin- 
ces ready  to  fall  in,  whenever  his  majefty  declares, 
united  by  the  fame  jealoufles  or  dangers.     And,  if  they 
ihould  open  a  war,  they  forefee  the  confumption  which 
Fiance  muft  fall  into  by  the  flop  of  their  wine,  falts, 
and  other  commodities  (now  in  a  manner  wholly  taken 
oflF  by  our  two  nations)   and  the  head  that  may  be 
made  againit  their  forces  in  the  field  itfejf,  by  a  body 
of  Englifh  infantry  (fo  much  renowned  abroad.)     Sq 
as  though  their  firft  intereft  be  to  continue  the  peace, 
while  it  may  be  done  with  any  fafety-,  yet,  when  that 
£uls,  their  next  is  to  open  a  war  in  favour  of  Spain, 
and  conjuo^hon  with  us  :  and  the  greatelt  they  have  in 
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the  world,  is  to  pneferve  and  increafe  their  alliance 
with  us  ;  which  will  make  them  follow  our  meafuroi 
abfolutely  in  all  the  prefent  conjundhircs. 


THE  crown  of  France,  confidered  in  the  extern 
of  country,  in  the  number  of  people,  in  die 
riches  of  commodities,  in  the  revenues  ot  the  kin^ 
the  greatnefs  of  the  land-forces  now  on  foot,  and  the 
growth  of  thofe  at  fea  (within  thefe  two  years  paft) 
the  number  and  bravery  of  their  officers,  the  conduft 
of  their  minifters,  and  chiefly  in  the  genius  of  their 
prefent  king;  a  prince  of  great  alpiring  thoughts, 
unwearied  application  to  whatever  is  in  purfuit,  fcveie 
in  the  inftitution  and  prefervation  of  order  and  difci- 
pline ;  in  the  main  a  manager  of  his  treafure,  and  yet 
bountiful  from  his  own  motions  where-ever  he  in- 
tends the  marks  of  favour,  and  difcems  particulai^ 
merit ;  to  this,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  at  the  head 
of  all  his  armies,  and  hitherto  unfoiled  in  any  of  his  ^- 
tempts  either  at  home  or  abroad  :  I  fay,  confidered  in  all 
thefe  circumftances,  France  may  appear  to  be  defined 
for  greater  atchievements  and  empires,  than  have  beefi 
feen  in  Chriflsndom  fince  that  of  Charlemaign. 

The  prefent  greatnefs  of  this  crown  may  be  chiefly 
derived  from  the  fortune  it  has  had  of  two  great  minis- 
ters (Richelieu  and  Mazarine)  fucceeding  one  another^ 
between  two  great  kings,  Henry  IV.  and  this  prefent 
prince ;  fo  as  during  the  courfe  of  one  unadSve  liffe^ 
and  of  a  long  minority,  that  crown  gained  a  great 
deal  of  ground  both  at  home  and  abroad,  inftead  of 
lofing  it,  which  is  die  common  fate  of  kingdoms  up- 
on thofe  occafions. 

The  latter  greatnefs  of  this  crown  began  in  the  time 
of  Lewis  XI.  by  the  fpoils  of  the  houfe  of  Bai^indy, 
and  the  divifions  of  the  princes,  which  gave  that 
king  the  heart  of  attempting  to  bring  the  government 
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(as  he  calkd  it)  bers  de  page  \  being  before  controuled 
by  their  princes,  and  reftrained  by  their  ftates  ;  and,  in 
pcHnc  of  revenue,  kept  within  the  bounds  of  the  king's 
demefnes,  and  the  fubjeds  voluntary  contributions. 

•Tis  not  here  necef&ry  to  obferve,  by  what  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  to  the  crown,  this  defign  of  Lewis 
was  purfued  by  many  fucceeding  kings,   like  a  great 
ftooe  forced  up  a  hill,  and,  upon  every  flacking  of  ei- 
iber  ibength  or  care,  rolling  a  great  way  back,  often 
ID  the  very  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  fometimes  with 
the  deftrudtion  of  thofe  that  forced  it  on,  till  the  time 
of  Cardinal  Richelieu.     It  was  in  this  great  minifter 
BX^  to  be  admired,    that  finding  the  regency  (haken 
by  the  fa6)ions  of  io  many  great  ones  within,  and 
aiicd  by  the  tenor  of  the  Spanilh  greatnefs  without, 
he  durft  refolve  to  look  them  both  in  the  face,  and  be- 
gin a  war,  by  the  courfe  of  which  for  fo  many  years 
(beif^  purfued  by  Mazarine  till  the  year  60,)  the  crown 
of  France  grew  to  be  powerfully  armed ;  the  peafants 
me  accuftomed  to  payments  (which  could  have  feem- 
€d  necelTary  only  by  a  war,  and  which  none  but  a  fuc- 
ce&fid  one  could  have  helped  to  digefl).  and  grew 
heankfs  as  they  grew  poor.     The  princes  were  fome- 
times fatisfied  with  commands  of  the  army,  fometimes 
Biortified  and  fuppreflfed  by  the  abfolutenefs  or  ad- 
dif  fles  of  the  miniftry :  the  mod  boiling  blood  of  the 
■ability  and  gentry  was  let  out  in  fo  long  a  war,  or 
wafted  with  age  and  exercife :  at  laft  it  ended  at  the 
Pyrenees  in  a  peace,  and  a  match  fo  advantageous  to 
Fruice,  as  tlie  reputation  of  them  contributed  much 
to  the  authority  of  the  young  king,  who  was  bred 
up  in  the  counfels,  and  ferved  by  the  tried  inftruments 
ot  the  former  miniftry ;  but  moft  of  all  advantaged 
hf  his  own  perfonal  qualities,  fit  to  make  him  obeyed, 
grtw  abfolute  mafter  of  the  fadions  of  the  great  men, 
as  well  as  the  puifes  of  his  people.    In  the  beginning 
of  his  minority,  die  two  difputes  with  the  pope  about 

the 
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the  outrage  of  the  Corfi,  and  with  the  king  6f  Spai/lf 
about  the  encounter  at  London,  between  the  count 
D'Eftrades  and  the  baron  de  Banteville  (ambafladon 
from  thofe  crowns)  both  carried  fo  high,  and  both 
ended  fo  honourably,  and  to  the  very  will  of  France^ 
were  enough  to  give  a  young  prince  the  humour  and 
appetite  of  trying  yet  further  what  there  was  could  op- 
pofe  him.  The  invafion  and  eafy  fuccefe  in  Flanders 
fed  his  glory,  and  increafed  the  reputation  of  his  power^ 
till  this  career  was  interrupted  by  the  peace  at  firft, 
then  the  alliances  between  us  and  Holland,  and  after- 
wards the  peace  at  Aix,  and  the  triple  alliance  con- 
traded  purpofely  to  fecure  it ;  fince  which  time  the 
counfels  of  that  court  have  turned  wholly  from  adti- 
on  to  negotiation ;  of  which  no  man  can  yet  fee  the 
fuccefs,  nor  judge  whether  it  may  not  be  more  prolpe*- 
rous  to  them,  than  that  of  their  arms. 

If  there  were  any  certain  height ,  where  the  flights  of 
power  and  ambition  ufe  to  end,  one  might  imaginei 
that  the  intereft  of  France  were  but  to  conferve  its  pre- 
fent  greatnefs,  fo  feared  by  its  neighbours,  and  fo 
glorious  in  the  world:  but  befides  that  the  motions 
and  defires  of  human  minds  are  endlefs,  it  may  per* 
haps  be  neceflary  for  France  (from  refpedb  within)  to 
have  fome  war  or  other  in  purfuit  abroad,  whidi  may 
amufe  the  nation,  and  keep  them  from  refledting  up- 
on their  condition  at  home,  hard  and  uneafy  to  all  but 
fuch  as  are  in  charge,  or  in  pay  from  the  court.  I 
do  not  fay  miferable  (the  term  ufually  given  it)  becaufe 
no  condition  is  fo,  but  to  him  that  efteems  it  fo  ;  and 
if  a  paifan  of  France  thinks  of  no  more  than  his  coarfe 
bread  and  his  onions,  his  canvas  cloaths  and  wooden 
fhoes ;  labours  contentedly  on  working-days,  and 
dances  or  plays  merrily  on  holy-days ;  he  may,  for 
ought  I  know,  live  as  well  as  a  boor  of  Holland,  who 
is  either  weary  of  his  very  eafe,  or  whofe  cares  of  grow- 
ing dill  richer  and  richer  wafte  his  life  in  toils  at  land, 

or 
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or  dangers  at  iea ;  and  perhaps  fool  him  fo  far,  as  to 
make  him  enjoy  V&  01  all  kind  in  his  riches,  than 
dK  other  in  his  poverty. 

But  to  leave  itrains  of  philofophy,  which  are   ill 
liiiii£^  with  difcourfes  of  interefV :  the  common  people 
ef  Fnnoe  a«e  as  little  confiderable  in  the  government, 
ai  the  children ;    fo  that  the  nobles  and  the  foldiers 
My  in  a  manner  be  efteemed  the  nation ;  whole  in- 
trtft  and  hopes  carry  them  all  to  war :  and  whatever 
b  the  general  humour  and  bent  of  a  nation  ought 
cw  to  DC  much  confidered  by  a  ftate,  which  can  hard- 
ly imfcarry  in  the  purfuit  of  it.     Befides,  the  perfonal 
4i^x>fitions  oi  the  king,  a£tive  and  afpiring,  and  ma- 
Bj  dfcumftances  in  the  government  (fitter  for  perfons 
tfthat  court,    than  ftrangers  to  pretend  the  know- 
Ugeof ;)  the  continual  increafe  of  their  forces  in  time 
of  peace,    and  their  frefli   invafion  of  Lorrain,    are 
enough  to  perfuade  mod  men,  that  the  defign  of  this 
aown  is  a  war,  whenever  they  can  open  it  with  a 
pporpeft  erf  fucceeding  to  purpofe ;  for  their  counfcls 
wt  too  wife  to  venture  much  upon  the  hopes  of  little 
g^.     What  the  aims  of  France  are  in  this  kind,  I 
iriB  not  pretend  to  judge  by  common  fears  or  the 
filiennes  or  men  too  ingenioufly  politic ;  nor  perhaps 
CHI  any  one  tell  any  more  than  a  man  that  leaps  into 
the  watser  in  ftrength  and  vigour,  and  with  pleafure, 
am  lay  how  far  he  will  fwim  -,  which  will  be,  till  he 
is  flopped  by  currents  or  accidents,  or  grows  weary, 
cr  has  a  mind  to  do  fomething  elfc.     One  may  judge, 
diit,  if  France  will  begin  a  war,  it  would  be  natural* 
Ijr  open  Flanders,  unleS  difcouragcd  by  the  fame  alli- 
ances which  prevailed  with  them  to  end  the  laft  •,  fo 
iBk  the  plain  prefent  intereft  of  France  is  one  way  or 
odier  to  break  the  confidence  or  the  force  of  th:K  triple 
flUiafice,  which  alone  fcems  to  bound  their,  profpcft, 
'   which  way  focver  they  look  :  and,    if  once  laid  open, 

nhave  the  world  and  their  fortunes  before  them  ; 
OL.  II.  Q^  which 


226  Tloe  conjlitutiom  andintere/ls 

which  is  enough  for  a  crown  that  has  fo  mach  force, 
and  fo  much  condud  to  manage  them.  Having  littk 
hopes  of  breaking  this  on  the  Dutch  fide,  and  know* 
ing  the  Swede  will  follow  our  meailires  in  it,  we  may 
be  fure  of  all  addrefs,  and  all  the  courtfhip  that  can 
any  way  be  infufed  :  and  in  fhort,  all  forts  of  en- 
deavours and  applicadons  that  can  be  ufcd,  to  break 
in  on  ours.  Which  feems  to  be  the  preient  game  of 
that  crown,  and  that  they  will  begin  no  other  till  thcjr 
fee  an  end  of  this. 


F  Landers  cannot  be  confidered  diftindt  fix)m  Spain 
in  the  government,  but  may  in  the  inclinations  of 
the  people,  which  muft  ever  have   a  great  influence 
upon  it.     They  are  the  bed  fubjedls  in  the  world,  but 
may  have  fome  reafon  to  be  weary  of  being  the  theatre 
of  almoft  perpetual  wars ;  and  where  thofe  two  mighty 
crowns  have  fought  fo  many  battles,   and   feem  to 
have  (till  fo  many  more  to  fight,    if  the  neighbour- 
aflifl:ances  fall  in  to  balance  their  powers,  now  fo  un- 
equally matched.     Therefore  the  intereft  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  thofe  Spanilh  provinces  feems  to  be,  either 
that  the  prefent  peace  fliould  be  kept  inviolate  by  the 
ftrength  and  reputation  of  the  prefent  alliances;  or 
elfe,  that  a  war,  when  it  opens,  fiiould  have  a  fudden 
iflue,  which  might  be  expe£ted,  either  ffom  the  French 
conqueft,    or  a  propofition  of  exchange.     They  are 
naturally  averfe  from  the  French   government,     as 
they  are  inclined  to  the  Spanilh ;  but  have  fo  littk 
kindnefs  for  the  Hollanders,  or  efteem  of  their  land- 
forces,  that  they  hardly  either  hope  or  care  to  be  fav- 
cd  by  their  affiftances.     So  as  the  reputation  of  his 
majefty's  protection  and  alliance  is  all  that  can  inlpine 
them  with  the  hopes  of  a  lafling  peace,  or  the  cou- 
rage to  defend  diemfelves  by  a  war. 

FROM 
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TpROM  the  furvey  of  all  thefe  feveral  interefts, 
1/  and  forces,  and  dilbofmons  that  compofe  the  pre- 
fcnt  (late  of  all  our  neighbours,  it  may  be  naturally  and 
tinqucftionably  concluded,  that  a  continuarc  of  the 
ntfent  meafures,  the  opening  of  new  ones,  or  an  ab- 
lolutc  revolution  of  all,  depends  wholly  upon  thofe 
bis  majefty  ihall  take  or  punue  in  this  great  conjunc- 
ture, ^diercin  he  feems  to  be  generally  allowed  for 
the  folc  arbiter  of  the  affairs  of  Chriftendom. 

OUR  intereft  abroad  muft  lie  in  one  of  thcfe  points. 
Ether  to  prefcrve  our  prefent  alliances,  and  there- 
by the  peace  of  Chriftendom  as  it  now  ftands  : 

Or  to  encourage  France  to  an  invafion  of  Holland, 
wh  ailurance  of  our  neutrality  : 

Or  elfeto  join  with  France  upon  the  advantages  they 
can  offer  us,  for  die  ruin  of  the  Dutch. 

Upon  the  firft  is  to  be  confidered,  whether,  with  a 
longer  peace,  the  power  of  France  and  Holland,  with 
fi>  great  revenues,  and  fuch  application  as  is  feen  in 
thdr  governments,  will  not  increafe  every  year  out  of 
proportion  to  what  ours  will  do  -,  the  revenues  of 
France  arifing  originally  from  tlie  vent  of  their  native 
commodities,  and  thofe  of  Holland  growing  wholly  out 
of  trade,  and  that  out  of  peace. 

Upon  the  fecond,  whether  France  will  ever  refolvc 

upon  the  inva^fion  of  Holland,  or  Holland  upon  its  own 

idblute  defence,  without  our  fharc  in  the  war-,  which 

would  otherwifc  leave  us  to  enjoy  the  trade  of  the  world, 

nd  thereby  to  grow  vaftly  both  in  ftrength  and  trea- 

fires,  whilft  both  thefe  powers  were  breaking  one  an- 

oAcr.     Or  whether  the  jealoufy  of  fuch  a  defign  in  us 

nould  not  induce  France  and  Holland,  cither  before  a 

war,  or  foon  after  it  bedns,  to  clofe  upon  fom-  meafures 

between  them  to  our  difadvantage,  as  we  and  Holland 

did  after  the  laft  war,  to  the  diladvantage  of  France. 

Q  2  Upon 
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Upon  the  laft,  whether,  by  the  ruin  of  Holland 
we  can  reap  as  great  advantages,  as  France  (thought 
perhaps  greater  were  neceflary  to  make  fome  equality^ 
in  our  powers,}     And,  to  gain  a  fair  profpcft  of  this^ 
it  mull  be  confidcrcd,  whether  Holland  upon  its  fall 
would   grow  an  accefiTion  to  the  French  or  to  us ; 
or  live  UTidcT  the  prince  of  Orange  as  a  fovereign 
prince,    with  our   fiipport  or  proteftion.      Whether 
France  would  be  content  with  either  of  thefe  laft;  or 
to  fee  us  grow  ahiblute  mafters  of  tht*  fca,  by  tlie  fall 
or  fubjeftion  of  Holland,  any  more  than  by  their  con- 
junction and  a!li.incc*     Whether  we  could  be  able  to 
defend  the  maritime  provinces,  either  in  our  own  fub* 
jeftion,  or  in  that  ot  the  prince,  whilft  France  remain- 
ed ponefTcd  of  all  the  outworks  of  that  State,  which  are 
their  inland  provinces,  their  towns  in  Brabant  and  upon 
the  Rhine  :  whether  we  could,  on  the  other  fide,  hinder 
theaccefljon  of  Holland  to  France,  either  as  fubjects  in 
a  maritime  province  (with  great  privileges  and  immu- 
niiies  for  concinULince  and  encouragement  of  trade)  or 
as  an  inferior  and  dependent  ally  under  their  protec- 
tion*   Whether  in  either  of  thefc  caics  our  government 
would  have  credit  enough  in  FloUand  to  invite  their 
iliipping  and  traders  to  come  over  and  fettle  in  Eng- 
land, and  fo  leave  thole  provinces  dcRitute  of  botL 
WliL-ther  it  be  pofiible  to  pri^ferve  Flanders  after  the 
lofs  of  Holland  ;  or,  upon  the  conqucft  of  thofe  coun- 
tries by  France,  fvr  us  to  preferve  our  peace  or  good 
intelligence  \\\i\\  that  king;  or  upon  a  war  to  defend 
ourfelvts,  either  by  our  own  forces,  or  die  alliances  of 
our  neighbours. 

But  though  thefe  arguments  may  deferve  the  moft 
ferious  dcliberarions  of  mimdt^rs  at  home  j  yet  I  know 
diey  lie  out  of  the  compafs  of  my  duty,  and  are  im- 
proper tor  the  rerrefentations  of  a  man,  the  courfe  of 
whole  tm|loymtiUs  hnd  ihoughts  for  fo  long  a  tim<s 
h^sUin  w'lolK^  abroad, 

'  z  To 
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To  the  D  U  K  E  of  O  R  M  O  N  D, 

Written  in  OSicber,    ^^7h 

Upon  his  Grace's  deHiing  mc  to  give  him  my  Opinion^ 

What  was  to  be  done  in  that  Conjundure. 


THERE  never  was  any  conjunfture  wherein 
it  was  more  neceflary  for  his  majefty  to  fall 
into  a  courfe  of  wife  and  fteady  counfels,  nor 
ever  any  wherein  it  was  more  difficult  to  advifc  him. 
To  make  reflexions  upon  what  is  pad  is  tlie  part  of 
ingenious,  but  irrefnlute  men,  or  eh^e  of  fuch  as  in- 
tend to  value  themfelves  by  comparifon  with  others 
whofe  corruptions  or  follies  they  condemn.  But,  in 
til  matters  of  counfel,  the  good  and  prudent  part  is  to 
take  things  as  they  are  (fmce  the  pad  cannot  be  re- 
called) to  propofe  remedies  for  the  prefent  evils,  and 
|irovifions  againft  future  events. 

The  king  finds  himfelf  engaged  in  the  fecond  year 
of  a  war  with  the  Dutch,  and  for  profecution  thereof 
k  a  ftrift  alliance  with  France  ;  and  now  in  danger  cf 
being  entangled  in  the  quarrel  broken  out  upon  this 
occafion  between  France  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  In 
this  ftate  of  affairs,  it  is  to  be  confidcred  whether  we 
can  purfue  our  war  with  Holland,  and  yetprefcrvc  our 
jpeace  with  Spain  ;  whether  we  are  able  to  maintain  the 
%ar  with  both  in  conjundion  with  France ;  and  if  nor, 
*lriiat  there  is  left  for  his  majefly  to  do,  with  the  bcft 
ftgard  to  his  honour  and  fafety. 

0^3  For 
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For  the  fir  ft,  we  fhall  foon  be  out  of  doubt  5  but 
in  the  mean  time  'tis  very  unlikely  that,  upon  the  late 
conjimftion  between  Holland  and  Spain,  the  Dutch 
fhould  have  obliged  themfelves  to  make  no  peace  with- 
out the  inclufion  of  their  allies  -,  and  that  Spain  fhould 
not  have  yielded  to  break  with  us,  in  cafe  they  coukl 
not  effeft  a  peace  between  us  and  Holland ;  fince  the 
Dutch  know  nothing  could  farther  induce  us  to  it,  thaa 
the  fear  of  a  breach  with  Spain,  and  fo  great  a  I0& 
of  trade  in  thofe  dominions.  The  Spaniards  have  but 
one  temptation  of  their  own  to  quarrel  with  us,  which 
is  an  occafion  of  recovering  Jamaica  -,  for  that  has'even 
Iain  at  their  hearts,  and  'tis  to  be  feared  their  conjunc- 
tion with  Holland  has  not  been  perfefted  without  early 
meafures  between  them  for  the  furprife  of  that  iQanci, 
unlefs  our  care  has  been  as  early  in  providing  for  its 
defence.  And  if  we  fhould  lofe  it,  I  rorefee  little  hurt 
we  could  do  Spain  in  their  Indies,  guarded  as  they  would 
be,  and  attended  by  the  fhipping  of  the  Dutch.  But 
his  majefty  will,  I  fuppofe,  foon  know  from  Spain  ^lat 
he  is  to  trufl  to  in  this  point. 

To  judge,  whether  upon  a  breach  with  Spain  we  art 
able  to  maintain  the  war,  muft  be  confidered  the  pre* 
fent  ftate  of  the  king's  treafure,  the  rife  or  fall  that 
may  happen  in  his  conftant  revenue  by  the  Spanifh  war^ 
the  hopes  that  may  be  grounded  upon  fupplies  from 
France,  the  alTiirance  or  mcafure  of  thofe  expedled  from 
the  parliament,  the  credit  of  the  exchequer  to  raife 
prefent  money  where-ever  any  of  thefe  fall  fhort,  and 
the  humour  of  the  nation  towards  carrying  on  or  end- 
ing the  war. 

For  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  treafury,  the  king  beft 
knows  it  himfelf,  or  his  officers  can  beft  give  the  ac- 
count.  For  the  changes  that  may  happen  in  his  re- 
venue, 'tis  evident  they  muft  be  much  for  the  worfe 
the  very  6rft  year  or  a  Spanifh  war.  The  main 
branch  of  it,  which  is  the  cuKoms,  muft  wither  away 

in 
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fai  a  very  great  meafure,  fince  all  die  trade  in  a  man- 
ner kft  us  upon  the  Dutch  war  (that  has  turned  to 
any  account)  has  been  that  with  Spain  and  into  the 
S&aits :  the  firft  upon  a  Spanilh  war  will  be  wholly 
Joft ;  the  laft  can  neither  be  fecured  by  our  own  con- 
voys, nor  by  the  French  fleets  in  the  Mediterranean, 
from  the  Dutch  cajpersthat  will  fill  the  Spanifli  havens, 
and  from  thofe  of  Bifcay,   Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corfica, 
Majorca,  which  in  all  wars  have  been  the  nefts  of  pi- 
canxHis ;  fo  that  no  way  feems  left  of  beginning  this 
war,  but  as  the  Dutch  began  theirs,  by  leaving  off  all 
trade  in  the  nation  while  it  la(b.     But  the  cafe  is  very  * 
difierent  between  them  and  us  •,  for  they  have  llill  a 
tnde  left  from  the  North,   which,    running  upon  ^ 
finxiy  coail  from  Hamburg,  is  fecured  from  our  fleets ; 
and  they  have  driven  a  great  commerce  by  collufion  with 
the  Swedes,  Danes,  Hamburghers,  Bremeners,  and  Fle- 
mifli,  ever  fince  the  war  began.     Befides,  the  hearts 
of  their  people  (which  would  otherwife  have  funk  by 
the  lofs  of  trade)  have  been  kept  up  by  the  necefllty 
of  their  defence,  by  the  laft  extremities  which  were 
dueatened  them  from  the  war,  and  by  the  general  opi- 
nion of  juftice  in  their  caufe,  both  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  the  manner  of  ours  and  of  the  French  be- 
gjinning  the  war. 

This  makes  the  States  content  to  impofe,  and  the 
people  to  fufier,  the  utmoft  payments  ;  and  befides, 
n  a  manner  all  men  of  fortunes  among  them  have  a 
great  part  of  their  eftates  lying  in  the  cancores  of  the 
&ttes  or  the  Provinces,  which  would  all  be  loft  upon 

}•  die  conqueft  of  their  country  -,  fo  as  they  will  lend  to 
die  laft,  for  fecuring  fo  much  as  is  already  in  danger. 
And  thefe  are  circumftances  which  will  not  be  found  in 

:  Ijur  difpofitions  or  conftitutions. 

j    -  For  fupplies  from  France,   it  muft  be  confidercd 

kiw  their  money  has  been  drained  out  of  that  kingdom 

£noe  this  war  began,  by  their  payments  to  us,  and  to 
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Sweden,  to  the  biftiops  of  Cologne  and  Munfter,  and 
fome  other  princes  of  Germany ;  by  their  armies  in 
Germany,  and  the  newconquefts  in  Holland;  all  which 
returns  no  more  into  France,  as  money  did  in  their 
former  wars  with  Spain,  that  were  made  chiefly  upon 
their  confines ;  for  then  the  pays  of  their  armies  bong 
made  only   in  the  winter- quarters,    which  were  in 
France  or  its  frontiers,  the  money  fell  back  again  into 
the  circulation  of  their  own  country :  yet  now  their    ; 
cxpence  muft  upon  a  Spanifh  war  be  increafcd  by  new    \ 
armies  in  Catalonia  and  Italy,  and  new  fleets  in  the    ; 
Mediterranean ;  fo  that  all  thefe  circumftances,  with    : 
the  general  decay  of  trade  by  the  war,  muft  in  few    , 
years  time  leave  that  kingdom  poorer  than  it  has  been    : 
this  age  -,  and,  where  money  is  not,  the  king  of  Franc8 
himfelf  cannot  have  it. 

For  what  fupplies  may  come  from  the  parliament 
towards  carrying  on  the  war,  Ibme  few  days,  I  fup- 
pofe,  v/ill  inform  us ;  and  no  meafures  can  be  taken 
unlefs  by  what  parted  in  the  former  feffion,  which  was 
not  very  favourable  to  that  defign. 

For  the  credit  of  the  exchequer  (at  leaft  to  any 
meafurc  that  may  fupply  the  courfe  or  neceffities  of  a 
war)  1  fear,  it  is  irrecoverably  loft  by  the  laft  breach 
v/ith  the  bankers  :  for  credit  is  gained  by  cuftom  and 
courle  of  time,  and  feldom  recovers  a  ftrain  ;  but,  if 
broken,  is  never  well  fee  again.  I  have  heard  a  great 
example  given  of  this  (by  fome  of  our  merchants) 
that  happened  upon  the  laft  king's  feizing  200000  /. 
that  was  in  the  mint  about  the  year  38,  which  had 
then  the  credit  of  a  bank,  and  for  feveral  years  had 
been  the  treafury  of  all  the  vaft  payments  tranfmitted 
from  Spain  to  Flanders.  But,  after  this  invafion  of  it, 
though  the  King  paid  back  the  money  within  very  few 
months,  yet  the  mint  has  never  fmcc  recovered  its  cre- 
dit among  foreign  merchants. 

If 
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If  the  bulinefs  of  money  fhould  happen  to  go  lame 
upon  any  iM'  all  of  thefe  feet,  dien  all  that  will  be  left 
CO  canry  on  the  war  is  the  humour  of  the  nation  :  and 
due  fomctimes  may  go  farther  than  any  treafures,  if 
ipirited  by  hatred  or  revenge,  by  the  love  of  religioa 
or  liberty,  or  the  neceflity  of  defence  :  but  the  good- 
will of  the  nation  to  the  prefent  war  (as  it  was  fore- 
fan  by  thofe  who  gave  the  defperate  counfels  of  be- 
ginning it  with  the  proroguing  of  the  parliament,  and 
ftopi^ng  of  the  exchequer ;  fo  it)  has  been  fince  but 
too  much  experienced  by  the  fuccefies  have  attended 
it»  which  will  ever  depend  upon  the  humours  and  o- 
pinions  of  thofe  that  ferve,  as  well  as  the  abilities  and 
€ondiid  of  thofe  that  command  ;  and  not  to  (peak  of 
diofe  incurable  jealoufies  which  have  been  fo  generally 
rufed  or  infiifed  into  the  people  about  the  firft  defigns 
of  this  war,  and  fo  much  incrcafcd  by  the  profeflions 
or  adions,  or  at  leaft  the  general  reputation,  of  thofe 
who  pafs  for  the  chief  authors  of  it :  'tis  at  leaft  ob- 
fervable,  that  after  fo  long  hoftility,  and  four  battles, 
yet  the  nation  does  not  feem  at  all  to  be  angry,  though 
that  is  the  firft  thing  fliouM  be  brought  about,  if  we 
would  have  men  fight. 

It  is,  I  doubt,  little  to  be  hoped,  that  a  breach  with 
Spain  fhould  make  us  any  kinder  to  the  v/ar  than  we 
were  before  ;  fince  that  muft  grow  wholly  upon  occa- 
fion  of  the  French,  we  having  no  quarrel  there  of  our 
own.  And  our  kindnefs  to  France  will  fpirit  us  as  lit- 
tle as  our  hatred  to  Spain,  at  leaft  till  their  fortunes 
change,  and  the  balance  rile  again  on  the  Spanifli  fide, 
which  has  rifen  fo  long  and  to  fuch  a  height  on  the 
French  ;  for  by  the  courfe  of  human  nature  there  will 
CTcr  be  a  degree  of  hatred  mingled  with  fear,  and  of 
kindnefs  with  companion. 

Upon  tlie  furvey  of  thefe  provifions  and  difpofitions, 
it  muft  be  concluded  neceffary  for  his  majcfty  either 
ID  make  a  peace,  or  clfc  to  turn  the  war  directly  up- 
on 


«3+    ^  meajures  to  be  purfued  by  England 

on  fuch  points  of  honour,  juflice,  and  fafety,  as  ma/ 
engage  both  the  parliament  and  nation  in  the  fupport 
and  profecution  of  the  war.  And,  to  do  this,  he 
muft  at  leaft  ofFc  ^  at  a  peace,  and  upon  terms  into  which 
the  humour  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  will  run. 

The  conjunftion  now  perfefted  between  Holland 
and  Spain  leems  the  happieft  thing  that  could  have 
arrived  to  his  majefty's  affairs  upon  this  occafion  5  for 
whilft  Holland  ftood  alone,  in  cafe  we  had  been  forced 
to  offer  at  any  meafures  with  them,  France  might  up- 
on the  firfl  jealoufy  have  been  before  us,  and  (lipping 
one  knot  might  have  tied  another  in  three  days  time. 
But  now  the  interefls  of  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Lor- 
rain  are  woven  together  with  thofe  of  Holland,  it  will 
not  be  a  fhort  and  eafy  work  to  adjuft  thofe  of  France 
with  the  Emperor  in  the  matters  of  Alfatia,  with  Spain 
in  Flandei-s,  or  the  duke  of  Lorrain  in  that  dutchy  5 
nor  is  the  conjundlion  between  Holland  and  their  allies 
likely  to  be  broken,  unlefs  by  the  revolutions  of  war 
the  Dutch  come  to  apprehend  a  near  and  greater  danger 
from  Spain,  in  which  cafe  they  will  not  fail  of  return- 
ing to  their  old  meafures  with  France. 

The  firfl  pace,  which  feems  neceffary  for  his  majefly 
to  make,  is  to  fall  into  confidence  with  Spain  as  far  as 
pofTibly  he  can,  by  afluring  them  he  refolves  upon  a 
neutrality  in  the  war  between  them  and  France  5  that, 
if  he  comes  to  a  peace  with  Holland,  he  intends  it  fhall 
pals  by  their  mediation  -,  and,  if  that  be  effefted,  he 
will  employ  his  own  towards  the  general  peace  of 
Chriftendom,  and  particularly  that  between  France 
and  Spain. 

The  next  point  is  to  refolve  upon  the  conditions  ne- 
ceffary to  a  peace  ;  the  beft  way  to  this,  is  to  feek  with- 
out pafTion  where  the  juflice  lies,  and  the  true  interefls 
of  his  majcfty's  crowns,  as  it  is  generally  underflood 
by  his  people,  of  which  the  fenfe  of  his  parliament  is 
the  beft  teftimony  -,    for  their  concurrence  will  give 

weight 


in  the  CMJimSlure  of  afatrs  in  1673.     235 

weight  to  his  demands  of  peace,  or  to  the  fupport  of  a 
war. 

Between  us  and  Holland,  the  points  of  juilice  muft 
be  grounded  upon  the  infraction  of  treaties,  and  fo 
will  reach  only  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  flag  and  of  Suri- 
luun.  Few  the  flag,  it  has  been  agreed  by  three  feveral 
treades  in  the  fame  form  ;  but,  the  articles  ftill  refer- 
ring to  former  uie,  it  remains  to  difcufs  and  agree  par* 
ocularly  what  that  has  been,  and  to  explmn  the  man- 
ner and  circumibinces  of  obferving  it.  Without  this, 
DO  peace  we  can  have  will  ieem  to  be  made  with  inten- 
tions to  keep  it  long,  while  the  interpretation  of  that 
article  about  the  flag,  is  a  ground  at  pleafure  for 
opening  a  war.  And  this  point  can  only  be  gained 
uj  a  feparate  peace  between  us  and  Holland  ;  for  if  the 
war  Jhould  come  to  end  in  a  general  treaty,  like  that 
of  Munflsr,  as  his  majefty's  interefl:  would  be  lefs  con- 
tkkred  in  a  crowd  of  lo  many  others,  and  would  hardly 
be  fuflfened  to  obflruft  a  general  peace  ;  fo  this  right  of 
the  flag,  in  particular,  would  be  at  leafl  disfavoured, 
if  not  oppofed,  by  our  friends  as  well  as  our  enemies  ; 
that  is,  by  France,  Sweden,  Denmark,  as  well  as  Spain 
and  Holland. 

The  bufinefs  of  Surinam  is  a  trifle,  and  the  dilputes 
upon  it  arofe  rather  from  an  unkind  and  jealous  hu- 
mour growing  between  the  nations,  than  from  any  dif- 
ference or  difficulty  in  adjufl:ing  it  -,  fo  as  that  is  not  a 
thing  will  lie  much  in  the  way,  being  foon  decided  by 
"  plain  anicles  upon  the  furrcnder  of  the  place. 

There  are  two  points  more  wherein  the  honour  and 
interefl:  of  the  nation  is  concerned,  and  ought  to  be 
infilled  upon,  fo  far  at  Icafl:  as  to  find  a  temper  in 
them,  though  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to  be  points  of 
juftice,  becaufe  they  arc  not  regulated  by  treaties.  The 
firft  b  the  point  of  the  Eafl:-India  trade,  wherein  wc 
defire  new  agreements  between  us,  upon  fufpicion  of 
what  may  happen,  rather  than  complain  of  any  breach 

in 


236     ^n>e  meafures  to  he  purfued  by  England 

in  the  old  ;  and  though  our  Eaft- India  company  never 
urged  their  defires  as  a  juft  ground  for  a  quarrel,  yet  m 
great  deal  might  have  been  gained  in  this  point  from 
3ie  Dutch,  while  they  depended  upon  our  alliance  j 
and  I  fuppofe  may  be  ftill,  if  we  fall  into  it  again. 

The  Iccond  is  an  acknov/ledgment  to  his  majeftjr  - 
for  the  leave  of  fifhing  upon  his  coafts  •,  and  thougp  - 
this  may  not  be  grounded  upon  any  treaty,  yet,  if  it  ap-  "^ 
pear  to  have  been  an  ancient  right  on  our  fide,  and  cu- 
ftom  on  theirs,  and  not  determined  or  extinguifhed  by  : 
any  treaty  between  us,  it  may  with  juftice  be  infiftcd  c 
on  ;  though  it  will  pafs  harder  with  the  Dutch  than  any  ; 
of  the  reft,  who  will  much  eafier  be  induced  to  buy  off  : 
the  pretence  with  a  great  fum  of  money  at  one  or  moit 
payments,  than  acknowledge  it  by  a  conftant  tribute. 

The  laft  thing  his  majcftycan  demand  from  Holland, 
is  money  for  the  charges  of  the  war.  But,  unlefs  the 
juftice  or  neceflity  of  it  were  agreed  on  between  us, 
that  will  have  but  a  weak  ground.  And  if  wc  expeft 
money,  it  muft  be  to  purchafe  what  is  to  come,  and 
not  to  pay  for  what  is  paft :  and  it  is  very  probable, 
that  if  his  majefty  ftioukl  rcfolve  of  a  peace  with  Hol- 
land, to  enter  into  a  mediation  between  France  and 
Spain,  upon  the  evident  points  of  juftice  between  them, 
and  to  join  againft  that  crown  which  refufes  the  peace, 
both  Spain  and  Holland  would  be  content  to  part  with 
their  money  upon  fuch  an  agreement.  But  the  mea- 
fure  and  manner  muft  be  left  to  private  treaty,  and 
would  depend  upon  the  confidence  between  us. 

"Whatever,  in  any  of  thcfe  points,  or  any  other,  his 
majefty  ftiould  be  content  to  relcafe,  ought  to  be  done 
upon  the  fatisfaftion  he  fliould  declare  to  have  received 
in  the  advancement  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the 
charges  of  his  anceftors.  But  for  his  majefty  to  infift 
upon  any  further  advantages  to  the  prince,  than  arc 
already  devolved  upon  him,  would  not  only  raife  in- 
vincible difficulties  in  our  treaty  with  the  States,  but 
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pigudice  the  prince's  affairs  among  them  in  a  very  great 
meafure  And  the  prince,  I  believe,  knows  their  con- 
ftizution  fo  well,  as  to  underftand  it  fo. 

If,  upon  good  terms  in  thefe  particulars  a  peace 
can  be  effected  with  Holland,  the  honour  of  this  Crown 
will  certainly  be  provided  for,  and  the  intcreft  of  it, 
to  a  higher  degree  than  could  have  been  gained  even 
without  the  events  of  a  war ;  fince  we  fhould  be  left  in 
peace  to  enjoy  the  trade  of  the  world  while  the  houfe 
Gf  Aullria  and  Holland  would  be  engaged  in  a  long 
war  with  France  •,  and,  whenever  diey  grew  weary, 
his  majefty  would  have  the  glory  and  advantage  of 
mediating  the  peace. 

For  the  meafures  to  be  obferved  in  all  this  with 
France,    and  the  prefcrving  his  majefty's  honour  on 
that  fide  :  firft,  the  humour  of  the  parliament  as  to 
this  war,  and  die  intereft  oi  the  nation  in  the  trade 
with  Spiiin,  ought  to  be  reprefented  to  them  as  diffi- 
culties invincible  unlefs  France  can  fiirnifli  the  charge 
which  the  war  will  coft,   beyond  what  can  be  fpared 
Oct  of  his  majefty's  conftant  revenue.     Then  his  ma- 
jefty may  propofe  to  them  his  dcfign  of  neutrality  be- 
tween them  and  Spain ;   which  I   fuppor3  was  not  a 
point  that  entered  into  any  agreements  againfl:  Holland. 
And  laftly,  he  may  defire  their  conil-rit,  fmce  he  can- 
not profecute  the  war,  to  make  his  peace  with  Holland, 
upon  the  aflurance  of  employing  after>vards  his  metii- 
ation  between  them  and  Spain,  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  his  parliament  will  make  him  able  to  efrecl  a 
peace,  as  the  want  of  it  has  maae  him  unable  to  f  urfiic 
the  war.     If  France  will  not  conl^nt  either  to  furnilh  us 
with  money  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  wjr,  nor  to  our 
neutrality  with  Spain,  nor  peace  with  Holland,  it  would 
then  be  confidered,   whether  France,  in  the  like  cafe, 
would  lufFer  fuch  a  conjunfture  as  this  to  cflape  them 
upon  any  ties  or  treaties  between  us  ;  or  whether  in- 
deed any  prince  or  Hate  would  do  fo.     A  conjunLlurc 
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whereby  the    honour  and   intereft  of  his   majefty's 
crown  may  be  provided  for ;  the  trade  of  the  nation 
raifcd  to  a  height  it  has  not  reached  before ;    the  paf- 
fionate  bent  and  humour  of  the  people  pleafed,   and 
their  jealoufies  in  a  great  meafure  allayed  ;   the  true 
balance  of  Chriftendom  maintained  ;  all  the  princes  and 
ftates  of  it  Cbefides  France  alone)  fatisfied  ;  and,  in' 
fhort,  by  which  his  majefty  may  grow  again  infenfi- 
bly  into  the  hearts  of  his  people  at  home,  and  into  the 
influence  upon  all  affairs  of  his  neighbours  abroad.         I 
It  is  a  rude  thing  which  is  commonly  faid,  that  we  • 
may  come  off  from  France  with  as  much  honour  as  ' 
we  came  on  :  but  it  is  a  true  thing,  that  he  has  al- 
ways the  honour  of  the  war,  that  has  the  advantage^ 
of  it ;  and  it  is,  I  doubt,  fo  of  a  peace  too  ;  and  that 
cannot  fail  us  here,  provided  we  make  fure  of  Spain 
(in  cafd  we  apprehend  our  lofing  of  France)   to  which 
their  difpofijtions  and  interefts  muft  certainly  concur 
with  ours  in  all  points,  unlefs  that  of  Jamaica  make 
an  exception. 

All  the  difficulty  his  majefly  can  meet  with,   in  this 
purfuit,  will  be  fome  want  of  reputation  and  truft  with 
the  governments  of  Spain  and  Holland,  which  have  been 
foiled  of  late  by  the  breach  of  our  former  alliances, 
fo  much  (as  they  think)  againfl  our  own  interefts  as 
well  as  theirs  ;  for  all  treaties  are  grounded  upon  the 
common  belief  that  every  ftate  will  be  ever  found  in 
their  own  interefts,  among  which  their  honour  and  ob- 
fervance  of  faith  grows  to  be  one  very  confiderable 
(becaufe,  while  the  minds  of  men  are  generally  pofTef- 
fed  with  a  belief  of  God  Almighty's  concerning  him- 
felf  in  affairs  here  below,  the  opinion  of  juftice  or  in- 
juftice  in  a  quarrel  will  never  fail  of  having  mighty 
effecl  upon  the  fucceflfes  of  a  war :)  therefore  our  re- 
putation cannot  any  way  be  fo  far  recovered  with  our 
neighbours,    as    by  their   finding  that   his  majefby's 
counfels  return  into  the  true  interefts  of  his  kingc^oms ; 
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which  will  make  the  Spaniards  believe  our  meafures 
may  be  finn  with  them,  upon  the  fame  reafon  which 
has  fliaken  them  with  France.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
that  whatever  means  will  reftore,  or  raifc  the  credit  of 
Jus  majefty's  government  at  home,  will  do  it  abroad 
IDO :  for  a  king  of  England,  at  the  head  of  his  par- 
liament and  people,  and  in  their  hearts  and  interefts, 
can  never  fail  of  making  what  figure  he  pleafes  in  the 
vorid,  nor  of  being  fate  and  eafy  at  home ;  and  may 
definfe  ail  the  defigns  of  factious  men,  who  can  only 
make  tfaemielves  conlidered  by  feeming  to  be  in  the 
Bttereft  of  the  nation,  when  the  court  feems  to  be  out 
of  k.  But,  in  running  on  counfels  contrary  to  the 
gCDcral  humour  and  fpirit  of  the  people,  the  king  in- 
dbed  may  make  his  miniflers  great  fubjeds,  but  they 
can  never  make  him  a  great  prince. 
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The  Publiflier  to  the  R  E  a  D  E  R  • 

(Prefixed   to   the   firft  edition  .of   thefe 
Memoirs  in  1691.) 

READER, 

THESE  foUowing  papers  I  obtained  from  a  perfon  to 
whom  (-  ^ud  n«ver  reltore  them  again  ;  and  the;auehor 
has  n6tj  that  I  know  pf,  enquired  after  them  fince  I  had  rfiem. 
I  muft  needs  confefs,  'Tis  but  too  plain  by  the  cpiftle,  that  he 
intended  they  fhould  not  be  publick  during  his  life ;  but  though  I 
have  as  great  refpecl  for  him,  as  any  man,  yet  I  could  not  be  of 
his  mind  in  this  ;  I  think  I  flioutd  do  the  world  wrong,  to  conceal 
any  longer  a  treatife  of  fo  much  profit  and  pleafure  to  all  that  real 
it^  and!  hope  I  ihall  not  be  thought  to  do  the  author  any  in  pub* 
lifliing  it,  fince  the  charge  of  not  doifig  it  was  not  given  to  me. 
I  think  likewifc  that  if  any  of  his  friends  caa  obtain  of  him  the 
firft  and  third  parts  of  thcfe  Memoirs  that  are  mentioned  in 
them  they  will  do  the  publick  a  great  piece  of  fervice  ;  and  if 
they  fliouid  come  from  the  author's  laft  hand  they  may  ch^ce 
to  be  more  corre£l  than  thefe,^  which  look  as  tho'  they  had 
never  been  reTiewed;  by  the  author,  but  juft  as  they  fell  froia 
his  pen :  however,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  trea- 
tife in  any  language  that  1  underftand,  which  'u\  my  poor  judo;- 
ment  is  written  with  morecandor  and  truth  and  thorough  infi^t 
into  the  matters  it  relates,  ftuft  with  greater  variety  ot  fubje^Sy 
digefted  into  better  order  and  method,  and  cxpreft  with  more 
clearnefs  and  fpirit,  than  thia  is.     I  have-  not  therefore,  as  I 
think  there  is  no  need,  changed  a  word  in  them  v  but  only  where 
things  are  fuid   in  French   or  Latin,    I   have  thought  fit  to 
tranflate  them  in  another  column,,  or  the  margin ;  and  if  I  have 
not  done  it  fo  well  as  I  fhould  do,  I  crave  the  reader's  pardon, 
and  in  all  elfc,  do  not  doubt  of  his  thanks.     I  (hall  fay  no- 
thing of  the  author,  who  will  be  known  by  the  firft  pages  of 
the  book ;  nor  of  the  time  or  motive  of  its  writing,  which  arc 
feen  by  the  epiftle ;  but  only  heartily  pray  to  God  to  give  him 
good  health,  and  a  long  life,  that  he  may  continue,  as  he  has 
ever  been,  the  ornament  of  learning  and  to  his  country. 


To 


^43 


Td  my    S  O  N* 

Jprily  1683. 

Ityo  not  femembef  cvef  td  have  reftifed  any  thing 
you  have  defired  of  me ;    which  I  take  to  be  a 
greater  compliment  to  you  than  to  myfelf ;  fince  for  a 
young  man  to  niake  none  but  reafonable  defircs,  is  yet 
more  extraordinary  than  for  an  old  man  to  think  them 
fo.    That  which  you  made  me  fome  time  fince,  and 
have  fo  often  renewed,  I  have  at  laft  refolved  to  com- 
ply with,  as  well  as  the  reft;  and,  if  I  live,  will  leave 
TOQ  fome   Memoirs  of  what  has  paffed  in  my  pu- 
Wic  employments,    efpecially   thofe    abroad,     which 
reached   froTti  the  year   1665  to    1678;     and   run 
through   the  moft  important  foreign   negotiations  of 
the  crown,  with  great  connexion  of  affiiirs  at  home 
during  this  period,  and  the  revolutions  it  produced. 
The  confidence  of  the  king  my  mailer,  and  of  his 
chief  minifters,  as  well  as  that  of  others  abroad,  gave 
me  the  advantage  to  difcem   and  obferve   the   true 
^Hings  and   motions  of  both ;  which  were  often  mif. 
laken  in  court  and  parliament,  and  thereby  faftened 
many  fufpicions,  confidences,  applaufes,  reproaches  up- 
on perfons,    and  at  times  where  they  were  very  un- 
ddcrved.     Twenty  years  of  my  life  I  pafled  in  public 
dioughts  and  bufinefs,  from  the  thirty  fecond  to  the 
fifty  Iccond  year  of  my  age  -,  whidi  I  take  to  be  the 
part  of  a  man's  life  fitteft  to  be  dedicated  to  the  fervice 
of  his  prince  or  ftate,  the  reft  being  ufually  too  much 
taken  up  with  his  pleafures  or  his  eafe.     The  native 
fcve  of  my  country,  and  its  antient  legal  conftitutions, 
#ouId  not  fufier  me  to  enter  into  any  public  affairs,  till 
the  way  was  open  for  the  king's  happy  reftoration 
in  1660.     And  in  1680,  you  know,  I  fent  you  to  ac- 
quaint the  king  with  my  refolutions  to  pafs  the  re- 
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mainder  of  my  life  like  as  good  a  private  fubjcfl:  as 
any  he  had,  but  never  more  to  meddle  with  any  public 
employment.  All  the  reft  of  my  age  before,  and  fince 
tliat  period,  I  have  taken  no  more  notice  of  what  pafied 
upon  the  public  fcene,    than  an  old  man  ufes  to  do 
of  what  is  afted  on  a  theatre,  where  he  gets  as  eafy« 
fcat  as  he  can,  entertains  himfclf  with  what  pades  upon 
tlie  ftage,  not  caring  who  the  adtors  are,  or  what  the 
plot,  nor  whether  he  goes  out  before  the  play  be  done. 
Therefore  you  muft  expedl  nothing  from  me  out  of  the 
compafs  of  that  time,    nor   any   thing  of  that   it- 
felt  widi  much  application  or  care,  further  than  of 
truth.     You  know  how  lazy  I  am  in  my  temper,  how 
uneafy  in  my  health,  how  weak  my  eyes,  and  how 
much  of  my  time  pafles  in  walking  or  riding,    and 
thcR'by  fencing  all  1  can  againft  two  cruel  difeales  that 
have  tor  fome  time  purlued  me  i  fo  that  I  doubt  the 
fatisfaftion  you  cxpeft  will  be  chiefly  owing  to  ill  health 
or  ill  weather,  which  yet  are  not  like  to  fail  at  my  age 
and  in  our  climate.     For  the  reft,  if  you  find  any  thing 
either  inftruding  or  diverting  in  what  I  ftiall  write  upon, 
this  fubjedt,  you  may  attribute  it  wholly  to  the  kindnefk 
and  efteem  I  have  for  you,  widiout  which  I  fhould 
not  have  given  myfelf  the  trouble  of  fuch  recoUedtions : 
and  as  I  intend  tlicm  for  your  ufe,  fo  I  defire  no  other 
may  be  made  of  riiem  during  my  life :  when  that  is 
ended,  neither  they  nor  you  will  be   any  more  in  my 
care  -,  and  whatever  I  leave  of  this,  or  any  other  kind, 
will  be  in  your  difpofal.     I  am  die  glader,  and  it  is 
but  juft,  that  my  public  employments  fhould  contribute 
fbmething  to  your  entertainment,  fmce  they  have  done 
fo  little  to  your  fortune,  upon  which  I  can  make  you 
no  excufes  ;  *twas  a  tiling  fo  often  in  my  power,  that 
it  was  never  in  my  thoughts;  which  were  turned  al- 
ways upon  how  much  lefs  I  needed,  rather  than  how 
much  more.  If  your's  have  the  fame  turn,  you  will  be 
but  too  richj  if  the  contrary,  you  will  be  ever  poor. 
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M  E  M  O  I  Pv  S 

Of  what  pafled  in 

CHRISTENDOM 

From  1672  to  1679. 

CHAP.    I. 

HAVING  ended  the  firfl:  part  of  thefe  Memoirs* 
with  my  retirement  from  all  public  bufinefs  in 
the  year  1671,  which  was  (bon  followed  by  the  lecond 
Dutch  war ;  I  fhall  begin  this  with  the  approaches  of 
die  peace  In  the  year  1673. 

About  this  time,  after  two  fummers  fpent  in  a  war 

between  Englandand  Holland,  with  feveral  encounters 

tt  fea,  but  no  decifive  action,  both  parties  began  to 

Ottr  upon  thoughts,  and  indeed  neceflides,  of  a  peace. 

Tlic  nations  had  been  at  war  without  being  angry ; 

'ad  the  quarrel  had  been  thought  on  both  fides  rather 

of  the  miniftries  than  the  people.  The  Dutch  believed 

k  at  firft  intended  only  againft  De  Witt's  faftion,  in 

,£i?our  of  the  prince  of  Orange  ;  and  in  England  fome 

^Ud  it  to  the  corruption  of  minifters  by  the  money  of 

Tiance ;  and  fome,  that  pretended  to  think  deeper,  laid 

k ID  deeper  defigns.    .The  lord  Clifford's  violence,  in 

bmnning  it,  gave  it  an  ill  air  in  general ;  and  the  dif- 
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ufe  of  parliaments,  a  cruel  maim  in  the  chief  &iews 
of  war. 

The  fubfidies  from  France  bore  no  proportion  to  the 
charge  of  our  fleets,  and  our  ftrength  at  fea  ieemoi 
railier  leflened  than  increafed  by  the  conjunftion  of 
theirs :  Our  feamen  fought  without  heart,  and  were 
more  afraid  of  their  friends  than  their  enemies  -,  and 
our  difcontents  were  fo  great  at  land,  that  the  aflem- 
bling  of  our  militia  to  defend  our  coafb  was  though 
as  dangerous  as  an  invafion.     But  that,  which  moft 
prefled  his  majelly  to  the  thoughts  of  a  peace,  was 
the  refolution  of  Spain  to  declare  war  againft  England, 
as  they  had  done  already  againft  France,  in  favour  w 
Holland,  unlefs  the  peace  were  fuddenly  made  ;  whicii 
would  have  been  fuch  a  blow  to  our  trade,  as  coidd 
not  eafily  have  been  fenced,  and  loft  us  that  of  die 
Mediterranean,  as  the  Dutch  war  had  done  that  of  the 
Northern  feas  :  fo  as  the  neceflity  of  this  conjundure 
was  only  kept  off  by  the  honour  of  our  alliance  widi 
^  France.     However,  that  crown  being  not  able  to  fur- 
nilh  fupplies  enough  to  carry  on  the  wai'  without  « 
parliament,  could  not  oppofe  the  calling  one  upon  dm 
occafion.     When  the  Parliament  met,    though  dicy 
feemed  willing  to  give  the  king  money,  yet  it  was  to 
make  the  peace  with  Holland,  and  not  to  carry  on  die 
warj    anci,  upon  his  majefty's  demanding  their  ad- 
vice, they  gave  it  unanimoufly,  that  the  peace  (houid 
be  made. 

There  were  too  many  parties  engaged  in  this  quar- 
rel to  think  of  a  general  peace,  though  a  treaty  todiat 
purpofe  had  been  fet  on  foot  at  Cologne,  under  the  me- 
diation of  the  Swedes,  between  the  minifters  of  the 
Emperor,  Spain,  Holland,  and  fome  princes  of  die 
Empire  on  die  one  part,  and  his  majefty  and  Franca 
on  the  other,  but  without  any  the  Icaft  appearance  ol 
fuccefs ;  for  though  all  the  confederates  had  a  mind 
tt)  the  peace  between  Epgland  and  Holland,  yet  none 
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Df  chem  dcfirod  it  widi  France.  This  made  both  the 
Dutch  and  the  Spaniards  fet  on  foot  all  the  engines  they 
couldy  to  engage  his  majefly  in  fome  treaty  of  a  fe- 
piratc  peace  -,  to  which  the  neceflity  of  his  affairs,  the 
humour  of  his  people,  and  the  inftances  of  his  par- 
liament, at  laft  determined  him,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1673. 

Upon  the  firft  meeting  of  the  parliament,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  widi  the  houfe  of 
omunons  (whofe  ill  humour  began  to  appear  againft 
tlioie  they  cftccmed  the  chief  authors  of  the  war)  had 
defired  leave  of  that  houfe,  that  he  might  be  heard 
there  in  his  own  defence  upon  that  fubjedl.     In  his 
^cech,  among  many  endeavours  to  throw  the  odium 
rf  the  war  from  himfelf  upon  my  lord  Arlington,  he 
defired  that  lord  might  be  a(ked,  who  was  the  author 
of  the  triple  alliance?  as  if  he  underftood  himfelf  to 
be  fo.     The  lord  Arlin^on  coming  afterwards  upon 
the  like  defire  into  the  lame  houfe  of  commons,  and 
anfwering  fome  parts  of  the  duke's  fpeech  -,  when  he 
came  to  that  particular,  he  told  them  he  could  eafily 
anfwer  that  queftion  of  the  duke's,  by  telling  them  that 
the  author  of  that  alliance  was  Sir  William  Temple. 
This,  I  fuppofe,  gave  the  occafion  for  reflexions  upon 
what  had  pafled  in  the  courfe  of  my  former  embalfies 
in  Holland  and  at  Aix-,  and  his  majcfty,  and  his  mi- 
lufters,  the  refolution  to  fend  for  me  out  of  my  private 
ictreat,  where  I  had  pafled  two  years  (as  I  intended  to 
do  the  reft  of  my  life)  and  to  engage  mc  in  going 
over  into  Holland,  to  make  the  feparate  peace  with  that 
State. 

Upon  the  2d  of  February  1673-4,  his  majefl:y  re- 
ceived the  certain  advice  of  the  States  having  pafled  a 
refolution,  that  the  charges  and  dignities  poflTcflTed  by 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  his  anceflors,  fliould  become 
hereditary  to  his  children :  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
alio  rccdvcd  a  letter  fro:n  the  Sutes,  with  the  defire 
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of  paflports  for  the  ambafladors,  whom  they  refolved 
to  lend  to  his  majefly  with  inftrudtions  and  powers  to 
treat  and  conclude  a  peace ;  and  in  the  mean  time  thqf 
ofiered  a  fufpenfion  of  arms.  This  offer  coming  upon 
the  neck  of  the  Parliament's  advice  to  his  majefty  to 
•  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  upon  the 
propofitions  he  had  advanced,  and  which  the  king  had 
ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  parliament,  it  was  not  bciievcd 
by  the  minifters  that  a  treaty  could  be  refufed,  with- 
out drawing  too  much  odium  upon  themfelves,  and  re- 
.flexion  upon  the  government :  on  the  other  fide,  it  was 
fufpefted  what  practices  might  be  fet  on  foot  by  Dutch 
ambafladors,  upon  the  general  difcontent  reigning 
againft  the  prefent  war.  Therefore,  that  very  after* 
noon,  a  refolution  was  taken  at  the  private  junto,  to 
fend  rather,  than  to  receive,  an  embafly  upon  this  fal>- 
je<5t ;  and  that  I  fhould  be  the  perfon  employed.  Tw^ 
gentlemen  were  fent  to  my  houfe  within  half  an  hoar 
of  one  another,  from  the  earl  of  Danby  then  lord 
treafurer,  and  the  earl  of  Arlington  firft  Secretary  of 
.ftate,  to  order  my  attendance  upon  his  majefty.  My 
lord  Arlington  told  me,  he  would  not  pretend  thlc 
merit  of  having  named  me  upon  this  occafion,  nor 
could  he  well  tell  whether  the  king  or  lord  trca- 
furerdid  it  firft;  but  that  the  whole  committee  had 
joined  in  it  -,  and  concluded,  that,  fince  the  peace  was 
to  be  made,  there  was  no  other  perfon  to  be  thought 
of  for  it :  and  accordingly  the  king  gave  me  his  com- 
mands, with  many  expreflions  of  kindnefs  and  confi- 
dence, to  prepare  for  my  journey,  and  the  fecretary 
to  draw  up  my  inftruftions.  I  told  the  king  I  would 
obey  him,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  to  fee 
his  majefty  returning  to  the  nicafures  upon  which  I 
had  formerly  ferved  him ;  but,  that  I  might  do  it  the 
better,  I  begged  of  him  that  I  might  go  over  widiout 
the  charadler  of  ambaflador,  which  would  delay  or 
cmbarrafs  me  with  preparations  of  equipage,  and  with 
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crremonies  there,  that  were  unneceflary  to  fo  fudden 
a  difpatch.  His  majefty  thought  what  I  faid  very 
pertinent,  and  fo  ordered  that  I  fhould  go  only  as  ple- 
nipotentiary -,  but  that  I  fhould  have  in  all  kinds  the 
tppointment  of  ambafTador,  and  that  I  fhould  take 
upon  me  the  charafter  too  when  the  peace  was  con- 
chided. 

Within  three  days  I  was  ready ;  and,  the  morning 
my  difpatches  were  fb  too,  the  marquis  of  Frezno, 
Spanifh  ambaiTador,  fent  my  lord  Arlington  word 
(while  I  was  with  him)  that  he  had  received  full  po\i-cr 
from  the  States  to  treat  and  conclude  a  peace,  and  was 
ready  to  enter  upon  it  whenever  his  ir.ty<:fty  pleafed. 
My  lord  Arlington,  furprifed,  was  at  firil  of  opini^ni 
the  king  fhould  go  on  in  his  own  way,  and  I  my  jour- 
ney, and  give  the  Spaniards  no  parr  in  the  affair  :  I  was 
of  another  mind,  and  that  befiaes  the  point  of  hor.our, 
which  was  clear  in  having  the  peace  m^^e  raihcr  ar  Lon- 
don than  the  Hague,  I  thought  tliat  of  intcreft  ir.ight 
be  the  better  purlued  when  v/c  wer^;  fougr.r  to  by  the 
States,  than  when  we  fought  to  them  :  bcfiics,  I  be- 
lieved the  Spaniard  would  play  us  fair  in  a  game  t!iat 
he  thought  fo  much  his  own,  and  no:  foiVcr  :!-;:  Du»:ch 
to  ftop  at  any  fmall  points,  cfpecialiy  rl-oij  of  hor.v.:r; 
whereas  that  of  the  tlag  'ti.ough  iuch  v.ms  or/:  \\% 
majelty  ought  to  lay  moft  to  h^arr.  My  iord  Arlir::. 
on,  atter  fome  debate,  agreed  v.i:h  m?,  and  t:v:1p:d 
mc  to  go  immediately  and  acquain:  the  king  w::>.  this 
new  and  unexpefted  incident,  who  v.as  rhen  a:  th<: ;  >.  f'! 
of  lords.  The  king  fccmcri  pleafjd  with  u/z  c\/r.  'j% 
and  told  me,  that,  fmce  I  ciivl  rot  treat  i:  at  th':  llj'ii.% 
I  fhculd  however  at  London  ;  zivi  bid  n.-:  ^r^  a:/J  ac- 
quaint the  marquis  of  FrL'::r.o  •viih  his  rc:«jlur:'  n,  'hat. 
if  he  and  I  could  agree  i:pon  tLe  ttrnv.,  the  r'r.irfg 
Ihould  foon  be  done. 

The  terms  to  be  infiil;:d  on  v:t:c  foon  ^'^rntd  by  h:« 
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majefly  at  the  foreign  committee,  which  wai  compo- 
fed  or  the  lord  chancellor  Finch,,  the  lord  treafu* 
rer,  the  lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Henry  Coventry  fecr^ 
taries  of  ftate,  with  whom  his  majefty  ordered  my  Ur 
tendance  upon  this  aflfair.  When  I  was  inftru£i:ed  rf 
his  majefly's  pleafure,  I  went  to  the  marquis  of  Frez- 
no,  and  at  three  meetings  I  concluded  the  whole  trea- 
ty, with  fatisfadUon  to  his  majefty,  and  tran^rt  to 
the  marquis,  upon  fo  great  an  honour  as  he  thou^ 
it  to  himfelf,  and  the  fortunes  he  expeftcd  upon  it 
from  his  mafter.  The  articles,  being  public  need  no 
place  here.  The  two  points  of  greateft  difficulty  were 
that  of  the  flag,  and  the  recalling  all  Englifti  troops  out 
of  the  French  fervice.  This  laft  was  compofed  by  pri- 
vate engagements  to  fuffer  thofe  that  were  there  to  wear 
out  without  any  recruits,  and  to  permit  no  new  ones 
to  go  over ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to  give  leave  fiar 
fuch  levies  as  the  States  fhould  think  fit  to  make  in  hi$ 
majefty*s  dominions,  both  of  Englifh  and  Scots  r^- 
ments.  The  other  of  the  flag  was  carried  to  all  die 
height  his  majefty  could  wifh  •,  and  thereby  a  claim 
of  the  crown,  the  acknowledgment  of  its  jdominion 
in  the  narrow  feas,  allowed  by  treaty  from  the  moft 
powerful  of .  our  neighbours  at  fea,  which  had  never 
yet  been  yielded  to  by  the  weakeft  of  them,  that  I  re- 
member, in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  pretence ;  and 
had  ferved  hitherto  but  for  an  occafion  of  quarrel, 
whenever  we  or  they  had  a  mind  to  it,  upon  other 
reafons  or  conjedures.     Nothing,  I  confefs,  had  ever 

gVen  me  a  greater  pleafure,  in  the  greateft  public  af- 
irs  I  had  run  through,  than  this  fuccefs ;  as  having 
been  a  point  I  ever  had  at  heart,  and  in  my  endea- 
vours to  gain  upon  my  firft  negotiations  in  Holland ; 
but  found  monfieur  de  Witt  ever  inflexible,  though  he 
agreed  with  me  that  it  would  be  a  rock  upon  which 
our  firmcfl  alliances  would  be  in  danger  to  (trike  and 

to 
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CO  iplity  whenever  other  circumflances  fell  in  to  make 
either  of  the  parties  content  to  alter  the  meafures  we 
.iiad  entered  into  upon  the  triple  allunce.  The  fum 
of  money  given  his  majefty  by  the  States,  though  it 
was  not  confiderable  in  itfelt',  and  lels  to  the  king,  ■  by 
the  greateft  part  of  it  being  applied  to  the  prince  of 
Orange's  fansfaftion  for  his  mother's  portion  that  had 
r^ver  been  paid  ;  yet  it  gave  the  king  the  whole  ho- 
nour of  the  peace,  as  the  fum  given  by  the  parliament 
upon  it  and  the  general  fatisfaftion  of  his  people  made 
the  eafe  of  it.  And  thus  happily  ended  our  part  of 
a  war  fb  fatal  to  the  refl  of  Chriflcndom  in  the  con- 
fequences  of  it,  which  no  man  perhaps  now  alive  will 
lee  the  end  of;  and  had  been  begun  and  carried  on 
as  far  as  it  would  go,  under  the  miniftry  of  five  men 
who  were  ufually  called  the  Cahal,  a  word  unluckily 
^ingout  c^the  five  firft  letters  of  their  names,  that 
is,  Clifford,  Arlington,  Buckingliam,  Alhley,  and  Lau- 
derdale. But  though  the  counfels  and  condudt  of  thefe 
men  had  begun  die  war  with  two  unufual  drains  to  the 
honour  of  the  crown,  in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet, 
and  flopping  of  the  Bank;  yet  it  muft  be  allowed  thcni 
to  have  fucceeded  well  in  the  honours  they  propofed 
to  themfelves :  Clifford  having  gained  by  it  the  place  of 
high  treafurer,  and  tide  of  a  baron  ;  Afhley  the  chan- 
cellor's place,  and  an  earldom-,  Arlington  an  earldom 
with  the  garter,  and  Lauderdale  a  dukedom  with  the 

Srter.  The  duke  of  Buckingham,  being  already  pof- 
fed  of  all  the  honours  the  crown  could  give  of  that 
kind,  contented  himfelf  to  malce  no  better  a  bargain 
in  this  matter  than  he  ufal  to  do  in  all  others  that 
concerned  him;  and  fo  pretended  no  further  than 
commands  in  the  army.  And  thus,  inflead  of  mak- 
ing fo  great  a  king  as  they  pretended  by  this  Dutch 
war  and  French  alliance,  they  had  the  honour  of  mak- 
ing only  four  great  fubjefts. 

After  the  peace  was  made,   his  majefty's  firfl  care 

was 
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was  to  foften  the  ftrokc  as  much  as  he  could  toward* 
France  ;  which  was  done  by  reprefenting  the  neceffitics 
of  it  (that  needed  no  falfc  colours)  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  offer  his  mediatic;n  between  the  parties  remain- 
ing ftill  in  the  war,  in  cafe  France  either  defired  or  ac- 
cepted it ;  which  took  up  fome  time  to  determine.  In 
the  mean  while  I  continued  in  the  pofture  and  thoughts 
of  the  private  man  I  was  before  this  revolution,  till 
about  a  week  after  the  whole  conclufion  of  it,  when  my 
lord  Arlington  told  me  how  kindly  the  king  took  rf 
me  both  the  readinefs  I  had  exprefled  to  go  over  into 
•  Holland,  and  the  eafincfs  I  Ihewed  upon  the  failing  of 
that  commifTion,  as  well  as  the  pains  and  fuccefs  in  the 
treaty  with  the  Spanifh  ambalfador ;  and^  not  know- 
ing any  thing  better  he  had  to  give  me,  he  was  refolv* 
ed  to  lend  me  ambaffador  extraordinary  into  Spain ; 
and  to  that  purpofe  immediately  to  recall  Sir  William 
Godolphin,  the  ordinar}'  ambaffador  there,  for  many 
reafons  that,  he  faid,  made  it  neceffary  in  this  conjunc- 
Uire. 

I  acknowledged  the  honour   his  majefty  intended 
me,  but  defired  time  to  give  my  anfwer  till  I  had  con- 
fulted  my  father  upon  it,  who  was  then  in  Ireland,  but 
in  the  intention  of  coming  fuddenly  overj  however, 
in  a  month  I  undertook  to  refolve.    My  lord  Arling- 
ton told  me  he  did  not  expeft  any  demur  upon  fuch 
an  offer,  which  he  took  to  be  of  the  beft  employment 
the  kinc  had  to  give,  and  therefore  he  had  already  ac- 
quainted the  Spanifh  ambaffador  with  it,  who  received 
it  with   great  joy,  and  refolved  immediately  td  give 
part  of  it  to  the  court  of  Madrid  ;  which  he  was  fure 
was  already  done,  and  therefore  he  would  reckon  up- 
on it  as  a  thing  concluded ;    though,  for  the  good 
grace  ^of  it  to  my  father,  he  undertook  the  king  would 
give  nje  the  time  I  afked  to  refolve.     When  I  writ  to 
my  father  upon  this  fubjedt,  he  was  fo  violent  againft 
my  chnrging  myfelf  with  this  embaffy,    that  I  could 

not 
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not  find  any  temper  to  fatisfy  him,  and  upon  it  was 
forced  to  make  my  excufes  to  the  king.    When  I  did 
h  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  aflure  me  he  did  not  at 
all  take  it  ill  of  me,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  in- 
tended me  a  better  employment :  that  he  was  at  pre- 
fcnt  engaged  for  the  fecretary's  place,   upon  my  lord 
Arlington's  removal  to  chamberlain ;  but  that  he  re- 
lolved  the  next  removal  fhould  be  to  make  room  for 
me.  This  I  told  my  lord  Arlington;  who  prcfently  laid, 
Aat  he  believed  I  could  not  refufe  the  Spanifh  embafly, 
but  upon  defign  of  the  fecretary's  place  -,  and  fince  I 
dcfired  it,  and  the  king  fell  into  it  of  himfelf,  he 
would  play  the  eafiefl  part  in  it  that  he  could.    He 
ms  indeed  agreed  with  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  for  6000  /. 
and  the  king  had  confented  that  he  fliould  enter  upon 
k  at  his  return  from  Cologne,  which  was  every  day  ex- 
peded  ;  but  yet  he  made  luch  a  ditFcrence  between  die 
perlbns,  that  he  would  find  fome  way  to  avoid  it  in 
calc  I  would  Iiiy  down  the  6000  /.  I  afTured  his  lord- 
Ihip  I  had  no  fuch  dellgn,  nor  fuch  a  fum  of  money 
to  lay  down  wliile  my  mlier  enjoyed  the  eftate  of  the 
lamily  :  that,  if  I  had,  I  lliould  be  very  unwilling  to 
pnrfue  it  io  far  as  to  give  his  lordfliip  any  ftrain  in  a 
matter  already  proniifed  and  concluded  :  and  therefore 
dcfired  him  to  think  no  further  of  it.  But  he  was  not  of 
opinion  I  could  Itick  at  any  thing  but  the  money,  and 
acquainted  Mr.  Mont.^<gue  and  Mr.  Sidney,  who  were 
friends  to  us  both,  with  this  tranladion,  and  fct  them 
l|ion  me  to  bring  it  to  an  iffue  before  the  other  came 
over:  they  both  endeavoured  it  with  great  inllances, 
and  Mr.  Montagxie  was  fo  kind  as  to  offer  to  lend  me 
the  money,  but  I  was  pofitive  in  rcfufing  it ;  yet  at 
the  fame  time  1  told  my  lord  Arlington,  that,  not  to 
fiem  humorous  in  declining  the  offers  he  had  made 
Be  from  the  king  or  from  hiirifcif,  I  was  content  they 
lIxHild  both  know,    that,    if  his  majefty  had  occafi- 
OD  to  fend  an  cmbafly  into  Holland  upon  the  peace,  1 

would 
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would  Tcry  willingly  fervc  him  there,  where  I  kiicW 
the  fcene  fo  well.  So  that  matter  flcpt  for  the  pre* 
fent. 

In  the  mean  while  France  had  thought  fit  to  ac- 
CCT)t  and  approve  the  king's  offer  of  mediation,  that 
of  Sweden  being  ended  by  the  aflembly  at  Cologne 
breaking  up  in  expoftulations  and  quarrels  upon  the 
emperor's  fcizing  the  perfon  of  prince  William  ol 
Furftemburg,  a  fubjeft  of  the  Empire,  but  an  inftni- 
ment  of  France,  as  his  brother  the  bifhop  of  Stral^ 
burg,  had  been  in  all  the  late  defigns  and  inva- 
fions  of  that  crown  upon  their  neighbours.  The  king 
told  me,  that  being  refolved  to  offer  his  mediation 
to  all  the  confederates,  as  he  had  done  already  to 
France,  and  finding  I  had  no  mind  to  engage  in  cither 
of  thefe  employments  which  had  of  late  been  offered 
me,  he  was  refolved  to  fend  me  ambaflador  extra<M^ 
dinary  into  Holland,  to  ofi^er  his  mediation  there,  as 
the  Icene  of  the  confederates  common  counfels,  and 
by  their  means  to  endeavour  the  acceptance  of  it  by 
die  reft  of  the  princes  concerned  in  the  war :  that  I 
knew  the  place  and  perlbns  better  than  any  man,  and 
could  do  him  more  fervice,  both  in  this,  and  conti- 
nuing all  good  correfpondency  between  him  and  die 
States,  which  he  was  refolved  to  preferve:  that  I 
ihould  have  the  charafter  of  ambafiador-extraordi- 
nary,  and  the  fame  allowance  I  fhould  have  had  in. 
Spain.  Upon  this  offer  I  made  no  demur,  but  immc>* 
diately  accepted  it,  and  fo  my  embafly  was  declared  iir 
May  1674. 

But,  to  make  way  to  my  entering  upon  this  great 
Icene,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  deduce,  in  Ihort,  the 
courfe  of  affairs  abroad,  from  the  firft  period  of  the 
prefent  war,  to  this  fecond  of  his  majefty's  feparaie 
peace  with  Holland,  and  the  feveral  difpofitions  among 
die  parties  that  were  likely  to  facilitate,  or  to  crc^ 
the  defign  of  the  king's  intended  mediation. 

No 
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No  dap  of  thunder  in  a  fair  frofty  day  could 
more  aftonifh  the  world,  than  our  declaration  of  war 
againtl  Holland  in  1672,  firft  by  matter  of  faft,  in  fal- 
mg  upon  their  Smyrna  fleet;  and,  in  confequencc  of 
that  (however  it  failed)  by  a  fornial  declaration,  in 
which  we  gave  reafons  for  our  quarrel,  while  France 
contented  thcmfelves  to  give  no  other  for  their  part  of 
k,  than  only  the  glory  of  that  king.  The  Dutch 
could  never  be  poflefled  with  a  belief  that  we  were  in 
eameft  till  the  blow  was  given ;  but  thought  our  un- 
kindneis  and  expoftulations,  of  late,  would  end  at  laft 
ckher  in  demands  of  money,  or  the  prince  of  Orange's 
rriJHturion  to  the  authority  of  his  anceftors.  The 
piiaces  concerned  in  their  fafety  could  not  believe,  that 
afer  having  faved  Flanders  out  of  the  hands  of  France, 
ne  would  luflfer  Holland  to  fall  into  die  fame  danger ; 
and  my  lord  Arlington  told  me  at  that  time,  that 
the  coun  of  France  did  not  believe  it  themfelves  till 
the  blow  was  ftruck  in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet ; 
but  then  they  immediately  fct  out  their  declaration, 
and  b^an  their  invafion.  This  furprife  made  way 
for  their  prodigious  fucceflTes.  The  Dutch  had  made 
»  provifion  icr  dicir  defence  cither  at  home  or 
ibitod ;  and  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Sweden  fl:ood  at 
t  gaze  upon  the  opening  of  the  war,  not  knowing 
opon  what  concerts  between  us  and  France  it  was  be- 
gun, nor  how  izx  v/e  would  fuflfcr  it  to  go  on  upon 
Ae  French  conqnefrs.  B-^fides,  tlie  animofities  of  the 
putirs  in  Holland,  lor.g  fuppreflcd  under  their  r.cw  con- 
ratution  and  D^i  Wi:t*5  minitlrv,  bcvm  to  flame  ag^rdn 
Bpon  this  misfcroine  of  their  Scat?.  1  he  prince's 
fiimds  talked  loud  and  boldly,  that  there  was  r\o  way 
ti  latisfy  England,  but  rcftoring  the  prince  ;  and  that 
tie  bafenefs  and  cowardice  of  t\eir  troops  were  the  ef- 
'  of  aiming  out  ail  officers  of  worth  and  bravery 
ftr  dieir  inclinations  to  the  prince,  and  mean  fc^ilows 
brought  in,  for  no  other  dcfcrt  than  their  enmity  dc- 
2  clared 
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dared  to  the  houfe  of  Orange.     Upon  this  all  men 
pefted  a  fudden  change  •,  the  States  were  in  difon 
and  irrcfolute  what  to  do  -,  the  troops  were  with 
a  general,  and,  which  is  worfe,  without  heart ; 
though  De  Ruitcr,  by  admirable  condud,  kept  the 
feftion  of  thefc  evils  out  of  his  fleet,  which  was 
part  to  deal  with  •,  yet  faftion,  diftruft,    fcdition 
diftradtion  made  fuch  entrances  upon  the  State  and 
army,  when  the  French  troops  firfl  invaded  them,  1 
of  all  the  towns  and  fortrefies  on  the  German  fide  (1 
impregnable  in  all  their  former  wars)  not  one  bed 
Maeftricht  made  any  fliew  of  rcfiftance,  and  the  Fre 
became  immediately  mafters  of  all  the  inland  part 
die  provinces,  in  as  little  time  as  travellers  ufually  1 
ploy  to  fee  and  confider  them.     Maeftricht  was  ta 
after  a  Ihort  fiege,  as  Schenck-fconce,  by  the  help 
an  extreme  dry  leafon,  that  made  rivers  fordable  wl 
they  had  never  been  efteemed  ib  before.     The  k 
of  France  marched  as  far  as  Utrecht,  where  he  fi 
his  camp  and  his  court,  and  from  thence  began  to  c 
lider  of  the  ways  how  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  1 
that  was  defended  only  by  their  fituation  upon  f< 
flat  lands,  which,  as   diey  had,  by  infinite  laboui 
canals   and  digues,    been  either  gained  or  prefer 
from  inundations,  fo  they  were  fubjedt  to  them 
on  opening  the  (luiccs,  whenever  the  Dutch  found 
other  way  of  faving  their  country  but  by  lofing  it.  T 
at  leaft,  was  generally  believed  in  the  French  ca 
and  court,  and,  as  I  have  heard,  was  the  prefervai 
of  the  State  -,  for  that  king,  unwilling  to  venture 
honour  and  advantage  of  fuch  conquefts  as  he 
made  that  funimer,  upon  the  hazards  of  a  new 
of  war  with  a  mercilels  element,  where  neither  cone 
nor  courage  were  of  ufe,  refolved  to  leave  the  ref 
practices  of  peace  with  the  States,    upon  the  adv 
tajje  of  the  terms  he  flood  in,  and  the  fmall  difta 
oiplace  between  them  j  or,  if  thefc  fhould  not  i 
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crfd,  then  he  tniftc^d  to  the  froils  of  t.>c  following 
winrcr,  which  fcldom  iail  in  that  counny  :o  make  all 
patffabk  and  fuie  for  troops  aiid  curriages  themfelves, 
dut  in  fummer  ^-ould  he.  impailablc,  eidier  from  the 
watrrt,  or  the  dcprh  ot  foil. 

In  the  m^an  time»  the  State  and  the  government 
of  Holland  took  a  new  form,  and  with  it  a  new  heart. 
Moniieur  De  Witt  and  his  brother  had  been  maffacred 
by  the  iiiddcn  tury  of  the  people  at  the  Hague,  and 
b?  the  fate  of  minifters  that  govern  by  a  party  or  fac- 
tion, who  are  uuially  lacrificed  to  the  firft  great  mif- 
feftunes  abroad  that  fall  in  to  aggravate  or  inflame 
the  general  difconcems  at  home.  J  lie  fa(^t  and  the 
Dunner  having  been  very  unufual,  ir;.\y  h-.-.  the  fubject 
of  others  cnquir\',  as  it  was  of  mine,  wiiich  gave  me 
this  account;  The  Ituart  of  Puttcn,  eld(ll  brother  to 
nionfieur  De  Witt,  had  been  acciifed  oi  a  clefign  u|.)oii 
die  prince's  life^  and  ot  endeavouring  by  money  to  en- 

Sg;  one  ot  his  highncfs's  .lomellics  in  that  attempt ; 
t  no  other  witncfs  appearing,  he  was  fcntenccd  only 
m  be  banilhed  ;  ar  which  the  j)eopIc  fhewed  great  dif- 
brnfacUon,  being  poflelfed  with   an   o[)inion  of  his 
guilt.     The  morning  he  was  to  come  out  of  prifon, 
Bunficur  De  Witt  (againft  the  opmion  of  his  friends) 
VDuId  needs  go  himlelf  to  bring  him  out  with  more 
r,  and  carry  him  out  of  town  •,  and  to  tliat  pur- 
:  went  with  his  coach  and  four  horfes  to  the  court. 
I  being  not  ulual  to  this  miniftcr,  made  the  people 
more  notice  of  it,  and  gather  together  tumultu- 
firft  in  the  ftreets  where  he  pafTed,  and  tlien 
about  the  court  where  the  prifoner  was  kept.     Some 
tf  the  train'd -hands  of  the  » lague  that  were*  upon  the 
goird  mio^ed  among  them,  and  began  to  rail  aloud 
If   .St  the  iudgmcnt  of  the  court,  the  crime  of  one 
br  J\f  r,  and  the  infolcnce  of  the  other,  who  pretended 
(is  tkcy  fatd'  to  cany  him  away  in  triumph.     In  the 
uLuifi  rj!  t  ami  ]     Bon,  nifed  by  tliefe  kuul  of 

\qu  i*-  ^^  ■  S        •  dilcourfes 
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difcouries  among  the  populace,  the  two  brothers  came 
out-,  fome  of  the  train'd- bands  Hopped  them,  began 
to  treat  them  at  firll  with  ill  language,  and  from 
words  fell  to  blows ;  uix)n  which  monneur  De  Witt, 
forefeeing  how  the  tragedy  would  end,  took  his  bro- 
ther by  me  hand,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  knocked 
down  with  die  but-end  of  a  muflcet.  They  were  both 
prefently  laid  dead  upon  the  place,  then  dragged  about 
the  town  by  the  fury  of  the  people,  and  torn  in  pieces. 
Thus  ended  one  of  the  greateft  lives  of  any  iubjed 
in  our  age,  about  the  47th  year  of  his  own  ;  after  hav- 
ing ferved,  or  rather  adminiftred,  that  State,  as  Pen- 
fioner  of  Holland,  for  about  eighteen  years,  with  great 
honour  to  his  country  and  himfelf.  After  the  death 
of  thefe  brothers,  the  provinces  and  towns  ran  wth 
unanimous  voices  into  public  demands  of  the  prince's 
being  rcftored  to  the  authority  of  his  anceftors.  The 
Sutes  had,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  declared 
him  captain- general  and  admiral  of  their  forces,  which 
was  no  more  than  De  Witt  had  always  profefled  was 
defigned  for  him  when  he  fhould  be  of  age ;  but 
this  was  found  neither  to  have  fatisfied  England,  nor 
the  prince's  party  at  home  ;  and  therefore  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  agreed  in  thofe  a£ts  that  were  thou^ 
neceflary  to  a  full  reflitudon  of  his  highneis,  now  at 
the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  to  the  office  and  power  of 
Stadtholder,  with  all  advantages,  and  even  fome  more 
than  thofe  which  had  been  exerciled  by  his  ancefim. 
At  die  fame  time  monfieur  Fagel  was  introduced  in- 
to monficur  De  Witt's  place,  ot  Penfioner  of  Holland, 
whofe  love  to  his  country  made  him  a  lover  of  the 
prince,  as  believing  it  could  not  be  faved  by  any  other 
hand,  and  whole  zeal  to  his  own  religion  made  him 
an  enemy  irrcconcileable  to  France,  whofe  profeflions 
as  well  as  defigns  were  to  dcllroy  it. 

This   revolution  as  it  calmed  all  at  home,    fo  it 

made  the  firll  appearance  of  defending  what  was  left 

I  of 
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the  country :  the  State  grew  united,  the  army  in 
Tt,  and  foreign  princes  began  to  take  confidence 
he  honour  and  conftancy  of  the  young  prince,  which 
y  had  in  a  manner  wholly  loft  upon  the  divifions 
i  misfortunes  of  the  State.  The  trench  themfelves 
ned  all  their  applications  and  prafticcs  the  fame 
|r,  and  made  the  prince  all  the  ofter^  that  could  be 
honour  and  advantages  to  his  perfon  and  family, 
(vided  he  would  be  contented  to  depend  upon 
m.  The  bait  they  thought  could  not  fail  of  being 
llowed,  and  about  which  moft  artifice  was  employ- 
was  the  propolal  of  making  the  prince  (bvereign 
he  provinces,  under  the  proteftion  of  England  and 
lice.  And,  to  fay  truth,  at  a  time  when  fo  little 
the  provinces  was  left,  and  what  remained  was 
Icr  water,  and  in  fo  imminent  danger  upon  the  firft 
ib  of  the  winter;  this  feemed  a  lure  to  which  a 
uicr  foul  than  that  of  this  prince  might  very  well 
)p.  But  his  was  above  it,  and  his  anfwers  sdways 
a,  that  he  never  would  betray  a  truft  that  was  given 
1,  nor  ever  fell  the  liberties  of  his  country  that  his 
dftors  had  fo  long  defended.  Yet  the  game  he  play- 
iras  then  thought  lb  delperate,  that  one  of  his  neareft 
rants  told  me  he  had  long  expoftulated  it  with  his 
Iter ;  and  afked  him  at  laft,  how  he  pretended  to 
i  after  Holland  was  loft  ?  and  whether  he  had  thought 
it  ?  The  prince  told  him  he  had  ;  and  that  he  was 
dted  to  live  upon  the  lands  he  had  left  in  Germany ; 
I  diat  he  had  rather  pafs  his  life  in  hunting  there, 
n  fell  his  country  or  his  liberty  to  France  at  any 
ce.  I  will  fay  nothing  of  the  embafly  fent  at  this 
le  by  his  majefty  to  the  French  king  at  Utrecht, 
cie  the  three  ambafladors,  duke  of  Buckingham, 
d  Arlington,  and  lord  Hallifax,  found  him  in  his 
;hcft  exaltation,  for  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  what 
i  true  ends  or  fubjeft  of  it  was.  The  common  be- 
Fin  England  and  Holland  made  it  to  be  our  jealoufy 
S  2  Qi 
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of  the  French  conquefts  going  \o  faft,  whilft  ours 
were  fo  lame  -,  and  great  hopes  were  raifed  in  Holland, 
that  it  was  to  ftop  their  courfe  or  extent;  but  thcfc 
were  foon  dallied  by  the  return  of  the  aiiibailadoni 
after  liaving  renewed  and  taftened  the  meafures  for- 
merly taken  between  the  two  crowns.  And  the  am- 
bafTadors  were  indeed  content,  as  they  paffed  through 
Holland,  that  the  firfl  fliould  be  thought ;  which  gave 
cccafion  for  a  very  good  repartee  of  the  priocefi 
dowager  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  vifited  her 
as  they  paffeJ  through  the  Hague  ;  and  talking  much 
of  their  being  good  Hollanders,  fhe  told  him,  that 
was  more  than  they  afked,  which  was  only  that  they 
fhould  be  good  Englilhmen  ;  he  affured  her  they  wcie 
not  only  fo,  but  good  Dutchmen  too  •,  that  indeed  thqf 
did  not  ufe  Holland  like  a  miftrefs,  but  they  loved  her 
like  a  wife :  to  which  fhe  replied,  Vrayment^  je  arojf 
que  "cous  nous  aimez  comme  vous  aimez  la  votre ;  [Trw^r, 
I  believe  you  love  us  as  you  love  your  own  wife.'] 

When  France  had  loft  all  hopes  of  fhaking  the 
prince  of  Orange's  conftancy,  they  bent  all  their  thoughts 
upon  fubduing  and  ruining  the  remainder  of  the  coun- 
try. They  had  advanced  as  far  as  Woerden,  and  from 
thence  they  made  their  ravages  within  two  or  three 
leagues  of  Leyden,  with  more  violences  and  cruelties 
than  would  have  been  prudent,  if  they  had  hoped  to 
reclaim  the  prince  or  States  from  the  obflinacy  of 
their  defence.  The  prince  encamped  his  army  near 
Bodegrave,  between  Leyden  and  Woerden,  and  thac 
made  fuch  a  (land  with  a  handful  of  men,  as  the 
French  could  never  force.  The  winter  proved  not  fa- 
vourable to  their  hopes  and  defigns,  and  fome  promi- 
fes  of  froft  inveigled  them  into  marclies  that  proved 
almoft  fatal  to  them  by  a  fudden  thaw.  This  fright- 
ed them  into  cautions,  perhaps  more  than  were  neccf- 
fary,  and  gave  the  prince  and  States  leifure  to  take 
their  meafures  for  a  following  campaign,  with  the  em- 
peror, 
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,  Spain,  and  the  dukes  of  Brandenbui^h  and  Lun- 
■gh,  which  proved  a  divcrfion  to  the  arms  of  France, 
umed  part  of  them  upon  Germany  and  Flanders, 
to  give  over  the  progrefs  any  further  in  Holland. 
I  the  approach  of  the  winter,  the  prince,  after  hav- 
ken  Naerden,  three  leagues  from  Amfterdam,  in 
of  all  refinance  and  oppofition  from  either  the 
h  or  the  feafon,  rcfolved,    like  another  young 
•,  to  fave  his  country  by  abandoning  it :  and  to 
lb  many  fieges,  as  all  the  towns  they  had  loft 
coft  to  recover  j  he  contented  himfclf  to  leave 
ief  pofts  guarded  with  a  part  of  the  army,  and 
che  reft  marched  into  Germany,  joined  part  of 
>nfederate  troops,    befieged  Bonne,  which   had 
rat  into  the  hands  of  France  at  the  beginning  of 
IT,  wherein  the  elector  of  Cologne  and  the  bi- 
f  Munfter  had  entered  jointly  with  France.  The 
is  of  this  aftion  amazed  all  men,  but  the  fuc- 
ctolled  the  prudence  as  well  as  the  bravery  of  it ; 
5  prince  took  Bonne,  and  by  it  opened  a  pai&ge 
:  German  forces  over  the  Rhine,  and  fo  into  Flan- 
and  gave  fuch  a  damp  to  the  defigns  and  enter- 
of  France,    that   they  immediately  abandoned 
if  conquefts  upon  Holland  in  lefs  time  than  they 
Chem,  retaining  only  Maeftricht  and  the  Grave  of 
y  had  poffefled  belonging  to  this  State. 
his  pofture  ftood  affairs  abroad  when  the  peace 
gland  was  made  in  February  1673-4-,  upon  the 
n  and  heart  whereof  the  prince  of  Orange  con- 
with  the  German  and  Spanifh  troops  to  begin  an 
re  war,  and,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  above 
houiand  men,  to  march  into  France. 
I  French  began  now  to  \vi(h  the  war  well  ended, 
Src  very  glad  to  accept  his  majefty*s  mediation. 
Jng  was  defirous  to  make  France  fome  amends 
imfoning  the  party,  and  making  a  fcparate  peace. 
af  his  minifters  forefaw  he  would  be  arbiter  of 
S  3  the 
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the  peace  by  being  mediator,  and  that  he  might  hill« 
der  any  feparate  treaties  by  mediating  a  general  one, 
and  might  reftore  peace  to  Chriftendom  whenever  he 
thought  fit,  and  upon  what  conditions  he  thought  (ale 
andjuft. 

I'he  only  difficulties  that  appeared  in   this  affair, 
were  what  the  confederates  were  Ukc  to  make  in  ac- 
cepting the  king's  mediation,  whofe  late  engagement! 
with  France  had  made  him  thought  very  partial  on 
that  fide.     And  the   houfe  of  Auftria,  finding  that 
crown  now  abandoned  by  England,  had  too  greedily 
fwallowed  the  hopes  of  a  revenge  upon  them,  to  dfr* 
lire  any  fudden  treaty,  till  the  fucceffes  they  expedod 
in  the  war  might  at  leaft  make  way  for  reducing  France 
to  the  terms  of  tliat  of  the  Pyrenees.     This,  I  fuppofe, 
gave  fome  occafion  for  my  being  again  defigncd  fiw 
this  embafly,  being  thought  to  have  fome  credit  widi 
Spain  as  well  as  Holland,  from  the  negotiations  I  had 
formerly  run  through  at  the  Hague,  Bruflels,  and  Aix  l4 
Chapelle,  by  which  the  remaining  parts  of  Flanders 
had  been  faved  out  of  the  hands  of  France  in  the  year 
1668. 

But  having  often  reflefted  upon  the  unhappy  iffuc 
of  my  laft  public  employments,  and  the  fatal  turn  of 
counfels  in  our  court  that  had  occafioned  it,  againft  fo 
many  wifer  men's  opinions,  as  well  as  my  own  ;  I  re? 
folved,  before  I  went  this  journey,  to  know  the  ground 
upon  which  I  ftood,  as  well  as  I  could,  and  to  found 
it,  by  finding  out  what  I  was  able  of  the  king's  true 
fentiments  and  difpofitions,  as  to  the  meafures  he  had 
now  taken,  or  rather  renewed,  and  truft  no  more  to 
thole  of  his  minifl:ers,  who  had  deceived  either  me  or 
themfclves.  Therefore,  at  a  long  audience  in  his  do- 
fet,  I  took  occafion  to  refleft  upon  the  late  counfels, 
and  miniftry  of  the  late  cabal  •,  how  ill  his  majcfty 
had  been  advifed  to  break  meafures  and  treaties  fo  fo- 
lemnly  uken  and  agreed  ;  how  ill  he  had  been  fervcdi 

and 
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and  how  ill  fiicceeded,  by  the  violent  humour  of  the 
nation  breaking  out  againft  fuch  proceedings,  and  by 
the  jealoufies  they  had  raifed  s^infl  the  crown.  The 
king  faid,  'Twas  true,  he  had  fucceeded  ill ;  but,  if 
he  had  been  well  ferved,  he  might  have  made  a  good 
bufinefs  enough  of  it  \  and  {o  went  on  a  good  deal  to 
juftify  what  was  pad.  I  was  forry  to  find  fuch  a  pre- 
£^  of  what  might  again  return  from  fuch  a  courfe 
of  thought  in  the  king,  and  fo  went  to  the  bottom  of 
that  matter.  I  fliewed  how  difficult,  if  not  impofliblc, 
it  was,  to  fct  up  here  the  fame  religion  or  government 
duu  was  in  France ;  that  the  univerfal  bent  of  the 
nation  was  r^ainft  both  -,  that  many,  who  were  per- 
haps indif&rent  enough  in  the  matter  of  religion,  con- 
fioered  it  could  not  be  changed  here  but  by  force  of 
an  army ;  and  that  the  fame  force,  which  made  the 
king  mafter  of  their  religion,  made  him  mafter  of 
their  liberties  and  fortunes  too :  that  in  France  there 
was  none  to  be  confidered  but  the  nobles  and  the 
clergy  ;  that,  if  a  king  could  engage  them  in  his  de- 
figns,  he  had  no  more  to  do  -,  for  the  pcafants,  hav- 
ing no  land,  were  as  infignificant  in  the  government 
as  the  women  and  children  are  here:  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  great  bulk  of  land  in  England  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the*  yeomanry  or  lower  gentry,  and  their 
.  hearts  are  high  by  eafe  and  plenty,  as  thofc  of  the 
French  peafantry  are  wholly  difpirited  by  labour  and 
want:  that  the  kings  of  France  are  very  great  in 
pofleflions  of  lands,  and  in  dependences  by  llich  vaft 
numbers  of  offices  both  military  and  civil,  as  well  as 
ecclefiaftical ;  whereas  thofe  of  England,  having  few 
oflkes  to  beftow,  having  parted  with  their  lands,  their 
cxxirt  of  wards  and  knights  fcrvices,  have  no  means 
so  raife  or  keep  armies  on  foot,  but  by  fupplies  from 
riicir  parliaments,  nor  revenues  to  maintain  any  fo- 
reign war  by  other  ways :  that  if  they  had  an  ariw  on 
foot,  yet,  if  compofed  ofEnglifli,  they  would  nevenerve 

S  4  ends 
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ends  that  the  people  hated  and  feared :  that  the  Ro- 
man catholics  in  England  were  noi  die  hundredth  pait 
of  the  nation,  and  in  Scotland  not  the  two  hundredth; 
and  it  feemcd  againft  all  con  mon  fcnfe,  to  think  by 
one  pnrt  to  govern  ninety-nine  that  were  of  contrary 
minds  and  humours  :  that  101   foreign  troops,  ii  they 
were  few,  ihey  woiiid  figniiy  ijothing  but  to  raile  ha- 
tred and  tlilccntent  ;  and  hov/  u.  raife,  to  bring  over 
at  once,  raid  to  maintain  many,  was  very  hard  to  ima* 
gine  :  tha:  the  fcrce,  feeming  necefiary  to  fubdue  the 
liberties   and   fpirin>  of  this   nation,    could    nor    be 
cfteenuM  lefs  than  an  army  of  thrcefcore  thouiV.nd  men, 
fince  the  Romans  were  forced  to  keep  twelve  legions 
to  tl^at  puqx)fe,    the  Normans  to  inllitute  fixty-two 
thoufand  knights  fees,  and  Cromwell  left  an  army  of 
near  eighty  thoufand  men :    that  I   never  knew  but 
one  foreigner  that  underftcod  England  well,    which 
was  Gourville  fwhom  I  knew  the  king  cfteemed  the 
founded  head  of  any  Frenchman  he  had  ever  fcen) 
that  when  I  was  at  Bruffels  in  the  firft  Dutch  war,  and 
he  heard  the  parliament  grew  weary  of  it,  he  faid,  the 
king  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  j>eace  :  that 
he  had  been  long  enough  in  England,  foen  enough 
of  our  court,  and  people,  and  parliaments,  to  con- 
clude, 

^un  Roy  d^  Jn^kterre^  qui  v:ut  etre  Vhoyrme  defon 
pruple^  eft  le  plus  ^rrjjd  Roy  da  viondc  ;  wais  :":[  veiU 
itre  qeluque  chofe  davaruage^  per  Dieu  il  n^eft  pita  rial. 

The  king  heard  me  very  attentively,  but  feemed  a 
little  imparif nt  at  rirft  :  yet  at  laft  he  laid,  I  had  rea- 
Ibn  in  all,  and  h  had  Gourville  ;  and,  laying  his  hand 

'*  That  n  kin^*^  f  I  p.r»1an(1,  who  will  be  the  man  of  his  pco- 
•'  pie,  is  the  Te;*'.crt  kini»  in  the  world  ;  hv.r  if  he  \\ill  he  fomc- 
*'  thirty  ir.o*c,  !.\.  G — d  he  is  nothirj;  at  all. ' 

upon 
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Jtfon  mine,  he  added,  Etje  veux  etre  P  torn  me  de  mon 
fmple  [And  I  will  be  the  man  of  nty  people.'] 

My  embafly  extraordinary  tx)  Holland  was  declared 

in  May,  and  my  difpatches  finiHied  at  the  Treafury  as 

wdJ  as  the  Secretary's  office,  fo  as  I  went  away  in 

July.     My  inffaiiilions  were,  in  general,   to  aflure  the 

State  of  his  majefty*s  friendfhip    and  firm  reiblution 

ID  obfcrve   his  treaties  with  them ;  then   to  offer  his 

mediation  in  the  prefcnt  war,  which  both  they,  and 

^oft  all  Chriftendom,  were  engaged  in ;  and,  after 

their  acceptance  of  it,  to  endeavour  it  likewife  with 

all  their  allies ;  and,  to  that  end,  to  engage  the  offices 

and  intervention  of  the  States.     But,  immediately  after 

my  arrival  at  the  Hague,  to  repair  to  the  prince  of 

Orange^,  give  him  part  of  his  majeftv's  intentions  in  all 

diis  affair,  and  aflUrance  of  his  kind^i  Is,  and  engage  his 

highnds  as  far  as  could  be,  to  fecond  his  majefiy's 

dciires    in   promoting   a  general   peace,    wherein  the 

United  Provinces  feemed  to  have  tlic  gr(!aied  intereO-. 

After  my  arrival  at  the  Hague  in  July  1674,  and 
delivery  of  my  credentials  to  the  Prefidcnt  ot  che  week, 
and  a  vific  to  the  PcnGoncr,  wherein  I  difcovered  a 
ftrong  inrlinarion  in  the  States  to  a  peace,  as  far  as 
thdr  honour  and  cngai^ements  to  thdr  il  irs  \^rould  al- 
low them,  and  was  alfured  ot  the  States  .iccepti»^,g  his 
majeftj^'s  mediation  -,  I  went  away  to  Antweip,  in 
liopes  to  have  found  the  pr  ace  at  his  camp  there,  b'j- 
twcen  Antwerp  and  L.ouvain,  v/here  lie  had  lain  fonie 
time  attending  the  advan'^e  ot  rhe  ronf  derate  trcups, 
with  whom  he  had  concerted  to  join  his  army  upon 
their  ai  rival  in  Flanders.  Bi..  '.%vo  diys  before  I  came 
to  Antwerp,  the  army  was  marrhed  btyor.d  Louvain  ; 
fo  I  was  forced  to  go  to  BmLels,  and  the/ »  defire  a 
guard  to  convoy  me  to  the  camp,  ihe  punctilio's  01  my 
charafter  would  not  fuffer  meto  fee  the  counc  cc  Mon- 
terey, though  I  had  forfome  years  lived  at  Bruf]'*'".  in 
particular  friendlhip  and  conviirfation  with  him.     I'cw 

ftrangers 
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firangers  had  perhaps  ever  been  better  uicd  tha 
during  three  years  refidence  at  Bruflels,  by  all  per 
of  quality,  and  indeed  of  all  ranks  there ;  fo  th; 
was  very  furprifmg  to  me  to  meet  fuch  a  dry 
cold  treatment  from  the  Governor,  and  fuch  an  a! 
tation  in  the  perfons  of  quality,  not  fo  much  a 
vifit  rne  -,  for  I  do  not  remember  one  that  did  it  be] 
count  D'Emont,  who  was  not  then  very  weli 
court,  either  in  Spain  or  Flanders.  Others  that  I 
in  the  ftreets,  or  the  park,  though  they  came  up  ^ 
open  arms  to  embrace  me,  yet  never  came  at  me, 
contented  themfelvcs  with  faying  they  intended 
When  I  fcnt  my  fecretary  to  the  count  de  Mont 
with  my  compliments,  and  defires  of  a  guard  to 
prince  of  Orange,  who  was  then  not  above  fix  leaj 
off;  he  returned  the  firft  very  coldly,  and  the  c 
with  excufes  that  amounted  to  a  refufal ;  he  faid, 
way  was  fo  dangerous,  by  llraggling  parties  of 
army,  that  he  could  not  adviie  me  to  venture  wi 
fmall  guard  -,  and  he  had  drawn  out  fo  many  of 
Spanim  troops  into  the  field,  that  he  could  not  give 
a  great  one.  I  fent  again  to  defire  what  he  could  1 
me,  let  the  number  be  what  it  would ;  for  thou^ 
would  not  expofe  the  king's  character  nor  his  bufu 
by  any  accident  I  might  prevent  •,  yet,  wlien  I 
endeavoured  it  by  my  application  to  his  cxxclle 
I  would  take  my  fortune,  though  he  lent  me  but 
of  his  guards.  He  replied,  diat  he  could  not  p 
bly  fpareany  of  them;  but  diat  next  morning  he 
pe£ted  a  troop  of  horfe  to  come  into  town,  and  t 
as  fbon  as  it  arrived,  the  captain  fhould  have  ordc 
attend  me.  Next  morning  was  put  off  till  night, 
night  till  the  morning  following ;  when  the  co 
finding  I  was  refolved  to  go,  though  without  con^ 
rather  than  to  expeft  longer,  fent  nic  a  Spaniih  cap 
with  about  forty  horfe  to  convoy  mc  to  Louvain. 
truth  was,  that  the  Spaniards  were  grown  fo  jealous  o 
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m^efty's  mediation  oflfered  at  the  Hague,  of  the  States 
■Dd  people's  violent  humour  to  a  peace  in  Holland,  and 
rf  the  offices  they  thought  I  might  ufe,  to  flacken  the 
prince  of  Orange  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  their 
picfcnt  hopes  and  defigns,  that  I  found  it  was  refolved 
to  delay  firil,  and  dien  to  hinder  abfolutely  any  inter- 
view between  the  prince  and  me  till  the  campaign 
was  ended,  but  to  do  it  with  as  little  ill  grace  as  they 
could.  To  this  purpofe  Du  Moulin  (then  one  of  the 
prince's  fecretaries,  and  an  inveterate  enemy  againft 
the  court  of  England)  was  dilpatched  between  the 
camp  and  Bruffels,  whUft  I  lay  there,  and  with  guards, 
whereof  half  would  have  ferved  my  turn,  or  at  leaft 
contented  me. 

When  I  came  to  Louvain,  I  found  the  prince  was 
inarched  towards  Tirlcmont,  but  could  not  learn  where 
ills  next  halt  was  defigned.  The  Spanilh  captain  told 
me,  he  had  order  to  go  no  further  than  Louvain  :  fo 
chat  I  Neither  knew  whither  to  go,  nor  could  go  any 
way  without  a  guard,  as  they  aflbred  me  at  Louvain. 
Whereupon  I  fent  immediately  Mr.  Bulftrode,  who 
bad  come  with  me  from  Bruffels,  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  the  prince,  and  defire  him  to  appoint  what  time 
and  place  I  fliould  attend  his  highnefs,  which  I  re- 
fclved  to  do  with  thofe  few  fcrvants  I  had  brought  with 
me,  and  fuch  others  as  I  could  hire  at  Louvain,  wliere 
I  lay  that  night. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Bulftrode  returned  with  the 

Erince's  anfwer,  that  he  was  upon  his  march;  that 
c  Ihould  be  very  glad  to  fee  me,  but  could  not  poffi- 
bly  appoint  either  time  or  place  for  it,  becaufe  his 
motions  were  uncertain,  and  would  depend  upon  the 
advices  he  received.  By  which  I  found  plainly  what  I 
had  fufpeded  at  Bruffels,  that  it  was  refolved  I  Ihould 
not  fee  the  prince  before  this  campaign  was  begun  by 
the  aftions  then  concerted  among  the  confederates. 
I  would  not,  however,  feeni  to  underftand  it  fo,  nor 

any 
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any  thing  more  in  it  than  what  his  highnefs  was  pleat- 
ed to  f:iy  ;    but  I  knew  very  well,  that  as  they  fejr 
none  is  more  deaf  than  he  that  will  not  hear,  fo  a  man 
that  will  not  be  feen,  may  eafily  find  ways  of  avoiding 
ir,  el{>ecially  upon  fuch  circumftances   as  the  prince 
and  1  wer^'  then  in,  who  muft  have  followed  th*  mo- 
tions he  woukl  have  given  me :    and  therefore  I  re- 
folvcd  not  to  expofc  either  his  ma  jelly's  charader  or 
crtdir,  with  his  nephew,  by  making  that  public  w:-!ch 
had  p?.ired  between  the  prince  and  me  upon  this  fub- 
jeft  ;  but,  pretending  my  health  would  not  fufFcr  mc 
to  follow  the  prince  upon  his  march,    I  returned  to 
Antwerp,  aad  gave  his  majefty  an  account  of  all  that 
had  palled  j  who  extremely  approved  my  conduft  in  it, 
and  that  I  prefled  no  further  a  point  that  1  faw  would  not 
go,  and  that  was  taken  by  the  prince,  as  well  as  the 
count  de  Monterey,  fo  differently  from  what  his  ma- 
jefty cxpeded. 

I  ftaid  only  a  night  at  Antwerp,  which  pafled  with 
fo  great  thunder  and  lightning,  that  I  promifed  myfelf 
a  very  fair  day  after  it,  to  go  back  to  Rotterdam  in  the 
States  yacht  that  ftill  attended  me.  The  morning 
proved  fo  -,  but  towards  evening  the  iky  grew  foul,  and 
the  feamen  prefaged  ill  weather,  and  fo  refolved  to  lie 
at  anchor  before  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  wind  being  crofe 
and  little.  When  the  night  was  fallen  as  black  as 
ever  I  faw  it,  it  foon  began  to  clear  up  with  the  moft 
violent  flafhes  of  lightning,  as  well  as  cracks  of  thun- 
der, that  I  believe  have  ever  been  heard  in  our  age  and 
climate.  This  continued  all  night,  and  we  felt  luch  a 
fierce  heat  from  every  great  flaih  of  lightning,  that 
the  captain  apprehended  it  would  fire  his  fhip.  But 
about  eight  the  next  morning  the  wind  changed,  and 
came  up  with  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  we  came  to  Rot- 
terdam in  about  four  hours,  and  there  found  all  mouths 
full  of  the  oiifchiefs  and  acr  idents  that  the  laft  night's 
tempeft  had  occafioned,  both  among  the  boats  and  the 
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houles,  by  the  thunder,  lightning,  hail,  or  whirlwinds. 
But  the  day  after  came  (lories  to  the  Hague,  1  ro!Ti  all 
parts,  of  fuch  violent  efFedls  as  wc:re  al^nolt  i/Rredible. 
At  Amftcrdam  they  were  deplorable,  :r -iny  trees  torn 
up  by  the  roots,  Ihips  fiink  in  the  harbour,  md  boats 
in  the  canals,  houfes  beaten  down;  anvi  fevci.il  people 
were  fnatched  from  the  ground  as  they  walked  the 
ftrcets,  and  thrown  into  the  canals.  But  ail  was  fiicn- 
cod  by  the  relations  from  Utrecht,  where  the  great  and 
ancient  cathedral  was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  violence  of 
this  ftorm  -,  and  the  vaft  pillars  of  ftone  that  fupportcd  it 
were  wreathed  like  a  twitted  club,  having  been  lb  ftrong- 
Ijr  compoied  and  cemented,  as  rather  to  fufFer  fuch  a 
change  of  figure,  than  break  in  pieces  as  other  parts  of 
die  fabric  did ;  hardly  any  church  of  the  town  efcaped 
the  violence  of  this  ftorm,  and  very  few  houfes  with» 
out  the  marks  of  it.  Nor  were  the  effects  of  it  lels 
aftoniQiing  by  the  relations  from  France  and  Bruflels, 
where  the  damages  were  infinite  as  well  from  whirl- 
winds, thunder,  and  lightning,  as  from  hailftones  of 
prodigious  bignefs. 

At  my  return  to  the  Hague  I  had  long  converfa- 
dons  with  the  Penfioner,  by  which  I  gained  the  lights 
neceflary  to  difcover  the  whole  prelent  fcene  of  affairs, 
and  pulfes  of  the  feveral  confederates  in  what  related 
to  the  general  peace.  I  told  him  how  much  his  ma- 
jcfty  was  fatisfied  with  that  he  had  lately  made  with 
die  States  ;  how  much  he  was  refolved  to  continue 
and  to  cultivate  it  •,  how  much  reafon  he  had  to  be 
content  with  the  pofture  that  had  left  him  in  a  peace 
with  all  his  neighbours,  while  they  were  all  at  war : 
diat  advantages  of  commerce  from  it  were  enough 
to  make  him  trouble  himfclf  no  further  about  the 
peace  of  Chriftendom,  if  his  goodnefs  and  piety  did 
not  prevail  more  with  him  than  his  intercfts  \  but  that 
thelc,  and  tlie  dc^fires  of  a  general  good,  had  periliad- 
ed  him  to  offer  his  mediation  in  the  prefent  quarrels : 

that 
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that  it  had  been  already  accepted  by  France ;  and  tha 
the   Emperor  and  Spain  had  anfwered,   they  would 
confider  of  it  in  concert  with  their  allies :  that  the  * 
States  ambaffadors  at  London  had  afllired  his  majeftj  *^ 
their  mailers  would  be  plealed  with  it,  and  doubted  - 
not  their  confent  that  the  treaty  fliould  be  at  London^  • 
and  that  thereupon  his  majefty  had  charged  me  wiA 
a  letter  to  the  States  to  offer  them  his  mediation :  that  • 
I  could  not  doubt  their  accepting  it  with  the  bed  grace 
that  could  be,  for  I  knew  their  intereft  was  to  have  %  ■ 
peace,  and  not  to  difoblige  the  king  :  that  if  his  majefty 
were  partial  to  any  fide,  they  ought  to  believe  it  would 
be  to  that  wherein  his  own  nephew  was  fo  deeply  con* 
cerned  •,  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  offered  his  ofBces 
towards  a  peace  at  a  time  when  the  advantages  and 
preparations  for  the  war  ran  fo  high  on  the  French  fidij 
as  he  doubted  the  events  might  fhew  if  it  continued? 
that  they  knew  his  intereft  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fife  ^ 
Flanders  loft  5  and  that,  confidering  what  had  pa&d; 
his   honour  would  not  fuffer  him  to  think  of  pw» 
ferving  it  any  other  way  than  by  that  of  a  peace :  that 
he  would  be  glad  to  fee  that  country  left  by  the  next 
peace  in  a  better  pofture  of  defence  than  it  was  by  the 
laft,  and  the  Spanifh  territories  lie  clofer  and  rounder 
than  they  were  then  left :  that,  when  this  (hould  be  con-  " 
eluded,  his  majefty  would  be  ready  to  enter  into  the 
ftrongcft  guaranties  they  could  defire,  and  might  with 
honour  enter  into  a  war  to  preferve  it,  though  he  could 
not  to  obtain  it.     The  Penfioner  firft  gave  me  thanki 
for  my  good  offices  in  the  late  peace,  and  in  all  the 
meafures  of  friendfhip  that  had  interceded  between  hi$ 
majefty  and  them  fince  the  firft  breach.     He  applaud- 
ed the  king's  refolution  in  fo  pious  and  generous  an 
offer,  and  acknowledged  his  intereft  might  lead  him  to 
other  difpofitions:    that  he   doubted  not  the  States 
willingnefs  to  accept  it  -,  all  the  difference  would  be 
about  the  time  and  manner  of  doing  it.     As  to  this, 
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iiid,  they  could  not  do  it  without  the  communica- 

at  leaft  of  their  allies -,*  but  would  immediately 
\  them  part  of  his  majefty's  offer,  and  the  States 
oGtions  to  receive  it :  that  for  the  terms  of  a  peace, 
0  their  own  parts,  they  would  be  content  to  make 
Biajefty  the  arbiter  of  it :  that  they  had  already  re- 
used all  the  towns  they  had  loft  except  Grave  and 
^ftricht,  the  la(t  of  which  was  in  fome  manner  en* 
cd  to  Spain  when  it  fliould  be  recovered ;  and  for 
other,  they  doubted  not  to  have  a  good  account  of 
cry  foon,  orders  being  already  gone  to  mveft  it. 

li^  doubted  whether  tneir  allies  would  be  fo  eafy 
beir  expedations  or  demands ;  and  that  it  was  im- 
ible  for  the  Sutes  to  leave  them  who  had  faved 
r  country  from  ruin,  when  two  fo  great  kings  had 
idcd  them,  or  to  break  the  treaties  which  they 

made  oflfenfive  with  the  Emperor,  Spain,  and 
ndenburg:  that  the  terms  ftipulated  with  Spain 
gcd  them  to  reduce  France  to  the  treaty  of  the 
enees  ;  but  only  a  referve  was  made  by  one  article, 
ch  was,  unlefs  it  Ihould  otherwife  be  agreed  by 
lent  between  them :  that  whatever  Spain  would 
content  with  Ihould  fatisfy  them ;  though  they 
e  both  equally  fenfible  of  the  defigns  and  ambition 
France,  as  well  as  of  their  ill  talent  to  the  States : 
:  they  could  never  hope  for  fuch  another  conjunc* 
■,  to  reduce  them  to  fuch  bounds  and  meafures  as 
[^  be  fafe  to  their  neighbours,  and  give  quiet  to 
iflrndom  :  that  it  was  now  an  ill  time  to  enter  in- 
he  terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Spain,  be- 
fe  he  knew  they  Ihould  have  ill  grace  to  demand 

reftitution  of  any  towns  the  Spaniards  had  loft  in 
nders  by  the  laft  war,  and  given  up  by  the  peace 
t  fucceeded  it ;  and  yet  his  majefty  knew,  as  well 
dicy,  tliat  without  it  a  peace  could  neither  be  fafe 

Flanders,  nor  for  Holland,  nor  confequently  for 
gland.     But  he  believed  diere  would  not  pals  many 

days 
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days  before  fome  decifive  a£Hon  would  happen  betwi 
the  armies,  now  not  far  diftant  in  the  field,  wb: 
would  make  room  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  tl 
might  fucceed  next  winter,  in  which  his  majefty  woi 
find  the  interefts  and  humours  of  a  trading  count 
as  theirs  was,  very  ftrong,  and  difpofed  to  prefs  th 
allies,  as  far  as  was  poflible,*^^  facilitate  fb  great  a 
fo  good  a  work.  And  for  the  reft  of  the  allies  bcfi< 
Spain,  he  had  no  reafon  to  fuipe^t  any  great  diffic 
ties  would  arife,  fo  little  having  yet  palled  in  the  n 
between  France  and  them. 

The  Penfioner  was  right  in  expefting  fome  fud< 
aftion  between  the  armies  •,  for  about  the  middle 
Auguft  came  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Seneffe,  betwn 
the  confederates  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
Orange,  and  the  French  under  the  prince  ot  Cone 
but  it  proved  not  an  adion  fo  decifive  as  was  expefi 
between  two  armies  of  fo  great  force,  and  fo  anima 
by  the  hatred  and  revenge  of  the  parties,  as  well  as 
the  bravery  and  ambition  of  the  commanders.  1 
fuccefs  of  this  fight  was  fo  differently  reported  by  di 
engaged  in  it,  that  it  was  hard  to  judge  of  the  vi6to 
which  each  fide  challenged,  and  perhaps  neither  v 
any  great  reafon.  The  confederates  had  for  fome  d 
fought  a  battle  with  great  defire  and  endeavour ;  i 
the  French  avoided  it,  with  refolution  not  to  fight  1 
lefs  upon  evident  advantage,  whilft  both  armies 
near  Nivelle,  and  not  far  diftant  from  one  anotl: 
The  reafon  of  this  was  thought  to  be,  of  one  fi 
the  ardour  of  the  young  prince  of  Orange  to  mj 
way,  by  a  viftory,  into  France  itfelf,  and  there 
venge  the  invafion  of  his  country  -,  and  at  the  fa 
time  to  make  his  firft  effay  of  a  pitched  battle,  agai 
fo  great  and  renowned  a  general  as  the  prince  of  Con 
On  the  other  fide,  this  old  captain  had  too  mi 
honour  to  lole,  and  thought  he  had  not  enough 
gain,  by  entering  the  lifts  with  a  prince  of  three  s 
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twenty  years  old,  bred  up  in  the  (hade  of  a  contrary 
ftfiion,  till  he  was  forced  into  the  field  by  the  French 
iovanon  of  his  country.  Nor  was  die  advantage  Icl^ 
on  the  French  fide  in  the  reputadon  of  their  troops, 
Aan  of  their  general ;  compofcd  of  excellent  officers, 
cholen  foldiers,  exadly  difciplined,  long  trained  for 
iftioa  before  they  began  it,  and  now  fiufhed  by  the 
minterrupted  fuccefles  of  two  wars.  But  the  Dutch 
Hoops,  when  the  prince  of  Orange  entered  upon  the 
command,  were  old  or  lazy  foldiers,  difufed  with  long 
peace,  and  difablcd  with  young  unflcilfiil  officers  Tcho- 
len  by  no  other  merit,  tlun  that  of  a  fa<aion  againft 
"Ac  houle  of  Orange)  then  filled  up  v/hcn  the  war 
koke  out,  with  hafty  and  undifiinguilhed  levies,  and 
Aheanened  with  perpetual  lofies  of  towns,  and  de- 
Jeus  of  pardes,  during  the  two  firfl  campaigns.  The 
Ajnce  of  Conde  had  another  reftiraint  upon  die  ufual 
^Dldnefi  of  his  nature  on  fuch  occafions,  which  was 
ihe  ill  pofture  he  had  been  in  at  court  fince  the  king's 

2'  rn,  and  in  regard  how  much  more  he  would  have  to 
wer  for  than  another  man  upon  any  great  misfor- 
punt  to  his  army,  which  muft  have  left  the  way  open 
Ar  the  confederates  to  enter  France,  unguarded  on 
jdl9t  tide  by  any  ilrong  frontier  -,  fo  as  no  man  knew 
ipihat  fhake  it  might  give  to  the  greatncfs  of  that 
oown,  with  the  help  of  fo  great  and  general  difcon- 
whereof  this  prince  W4s  thought  to  have  his 


Upon  thefe  difpofitions  in  the  Generals  the  battle 
_  .«  for  fome  time  induftrioufly  fought  and  avoided : 
iQl  the  prince  of  Orange,  believing  tnere  was  no  way 
flf  coming  to  a  batde,  but  by  the  fiege  of  fome  place 
diat  might  be  thought  worth  the  venture  to  relieve, 
Ixoke  up  and  marched  away  towards  SenefFe  \  his  army 
jdivided  into  three  parts,  whereof  the  German  troops 
Qoder  the  count  de  Souches  had  the  van,  the  Spanifh 
Bnder  prince  V^udemont   the  rear,    and  the  Dutch 
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under  count  Waldeck  the  main  body ;  with  whom 
the  prince  marched,  and  commanded  the  whole  con- 
federate army. 

The  prince  of  Conde  obferving  their  march,  which 
was  not  far  from  one  fide  of  his  retrenchments  5  and 
that,    by  the  ftraitnefs  of  fome  paflages  they  were 
forced   to  file  off  in  fmall  lines,   ftaid  till  the  van- 
guard and  main  body  were  over  one  of  thefe  pafles, 
and  the  rear  beginning  to  enter  upon  it ;  when  he  ^ 
drew  out  his  men,  and  fell  with  great  fiercenefs  upon  - 
the  rear  of  the  Spaniards,    broke  them  with  great  - 
flaughter,  and  not  much  refiftance,   took  their  bag- 
gage, feveral   ftandards,  and  many  prifoners  of  note  - 
The  prince  of  Orange,    upon  notice  of  the  French   - 
march  towards  the  Spanilh  troops,  had  fent  three  fqua^ 
drons  back  to  their  afliftance,  with  all  the  diligence  . 
that  could   be  ;  but  the  Sptmiards,    already  brokoH   , 
brought  the  Dutch  into  diforder  by  falling  in  among 
them ;  and  the  French  purfuing  with  great  bravery, 
broke  the  Dutch  fquadrons  to  pieces,  killing  or  taking 
all  their  commanders  and  feveral  ftandards. 

If  the  prince  of  Conde  had  contented  himfclf  with 
this  fuccefs  and  execution,  he  had  left  no  difputc  oft 
viftory  ;  but,  lured  on  by  the  hopes  of  one  more  en- 
tire, and  belief  the  Dutch,  whom  he  eftecmed  the 
worft  troops,  would  not  fland  after  the  Spaniards,  and 
a  great  part  of  their  own,  were  wholly  routed,  he 
followed  the  chacc,  and,  drawing  out  his  whole  army 
upon  them,  brought  it  to  a  fet  battle,  which  was  more 
than  he  intended.  In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of 
Orange,  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
fquadrons  he  had  fent,  was  at  firft  enveloped  by  his 
own  flying  men,  whom  he  could  neither  ftop  by  words 
nor  blows,  by  promifes  nor  reproaches  5  till  joining 
the  reft  of  his  own  forces  that  ftood  firm,  and  the  Im- 
pcrialifts  coming  up  to  enforce  them,  the  battle  began 
with  as  great  fury  as  any  has  been  fought  in  the  whole 

courfc 
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L  courie  of  the  wars,  continued  fo  for  about  eight  hours 
till  fan-fet,  and  about  two  hours  after  by  moon- light, 
dil,  that  failing  too,  the  fight  ended,  rather  by  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  the  night,  than  the  wearincfs  or  weaknels  of 
other  fide.  The  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  whole  courfc 
of  this  action,  gave  all  orders  with  fuch  prudence^ 
nd  obfervance  of  ail  advantages,  led  up  his  feveral 
(quadrons  with  that  bravery,  made  fuch  bold  Hands 
l^nft  his  own  broken  troops,  as  well  as  againft  the 
^cenefs  of  their  purfuers,  for  fix  hours  together  in 
the  hotteft  of  the  fire ;  fometimes  charging  into  the 
midfl  of  the  enemies,  fometimes  overborn  by  his 
own  that  fled,  till  he  rallied  them  and  led  them  back 
to  the  charge  •,  cxpofed  to  more  danger  than  moft  pri- 
vate foldiers  in  the  field ;  lb  that  the  old  count  de 
Souchcs,  in  his  letter  to  the  States  upon  this  occafion, 
told  them,  that,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  aftion,  the 
prince  had  (hewed  the  conduct  of  an  old  experienced 
commander,  and  the  valour  of  a  Cttfar :  and  indeed  his 
allies,  his  friends,  and  his  enemies  agreed  in  giving 
him  equal  glory  from  this  adventure.  But  he  had 
tnorc  from  none  than  from  the  prince  of  Conde's  tefti* 
mony,  that  he  had  done  like  an  old  captain  in  all,  but 
t«ly  in  venturing  himfelf  too  much  like  a  young  man. 
Yet  this  old  general  had  done  the  fame  in  this  day's  ac- 
tion, as  much  as  the  youngcft  cavalier  in  his  army  could 
A),  when  he  found  the  battle  fought  fo  defperately, 
jnd  all  at  flake ;  whereas  'tis  certain,  that  nothing 
CDuld  have  given  vigour  to  the  Dutch  troops,  after 
ffae  firft  rout,  but  the  repeated  examples  and  dangers 
of  the  prince,  and  fliame  of  not  following  fuch  a 
kader  in  all  the  defperate  charges  he  made  that  day, 
which  both  the  generals  feemed  refolved  to  die  rather 
than  to  lofc. 

As  the  numbers  were  not  much  different  when  the 
fight  began,  fo  were  thole  efleemed  that  fell  in  this 
battle,  and  to  reach  to  about  fix  or  feven  thoufand  on 
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cither  fade ;  but,  of  the  French,  many  more  offic 
and  gentlemen  than  was  ufual,  in  proportion  to 
common  foldiers.  When  die  night  parted  the  armi 
the  French  retired  back  to  their  former  quarters,  a 
next  morning  the  confederates  marched  to  that  wh 
they  defigned  when  they  broke  up  the  day  befc 
The  allies  claimed  the  vidory,  becaufe  they  were  1 
upon  the  field  \  and  the  French,  upon  carrying  av 
the  greateft  number  of  prifgners  and  ftandards ;  I 
whoever  had  the  honour,  they  both  felt  the  lofs. 

After  the  repair  neceflary  in  each  camp  upon  t 
fliarp  encounter,  each  army  took  the  field  again,  j 
gave  a  general  expeftation  of  another  battle  before 
campaign  ended  :   the  prince  of  Orange  fought  it 
he  could  ;  but  the  prince  of  Conde  chofe  and  forti 
his  encampments  lo,  as  not  to  be  forced  to  one  wi 
out  apparent  difadvantages,    and  contented    hinn 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  allies,  to  preferve 
towns  of  the  French  ccnquefts  in  Flanders,  and  | 
vent  any  invafion  of  France,  which  was  defigned 
fummer  with  great  confidence  by  the  confederate 
mies,  boAon  this  fide  and  that  in  Alface,  but  ^ 
equal  difappointment ;    unlefs    it    were  to   monfi 
Staremburg,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  campai 
complaining  of  the  wine  at  the  prince's  table,  the  pri 
told  them,  he  would  make  them  drink  good  wini 
Champagne  before  the  fummer  ended.  He,  who  love 
well,  defired  the  prince  to  be  as  good  as  his  word ; 
afterwards  taken  at  the  battle  of  Seneffe,  and  car 
to  Rheims,  with  feveral  Dutch  officers ;  where,  fid 
down  to  dinner,  and  finding  the  wine  excellent, 
drank  the  prince's  health,  and  faid,  he  would  truft  1 
as  long  as  he  lived  ;  for  he  had  kept  his  word, 
made  them  drink  good  wine  in  Champagne. 
•  The  prince  of  Orange  finding  no  other  way 
aftion,  fat  down  before  Oudenarde  in  September  •, 
had  his  end  of  drawing  the  piince  of  Conde  out  of 
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audous  marches,  who  came  immediately  to  relieve 
t;  and   fight   the   allies  before   they   were   ready  to 
;ivc  an  aflault   to  the  town.     Upon   fight  of  the 
fench  army,  the  prince  of  Orange  called  a  council 
f  war,  and  propofed  to  draw  out  and  attack  them 
mncdiately,  beiore  thty  were  refted  after  their  hard 
ffs  march.     The  Spaniards  were  content,  but  count 
OQches  would  not   agree  to  it ;    and  fo  this  occa- 
OD  was  loft,  and  with   fuch  difcontent  among  the 
ricf  officers,  that  next  day  the  Germans  left  the  trench- 
,  and  marched  away  about  a  league,  and  left  room 
^thc  French  to  put  what  relief  they  pleafed  into  the 
VD.     Upon  this,  the  prince  of  Orange  was  forced 
rife  too,  with  the  reft  of  his  army  •,  and  upon  con- 
jCDces  with   the  count    de   Monterey,    as  well   as 
ncfaes,  refolved  to  leave  the  greateft  part  of  the  Dutch 
fes  with  the  count,  and  with  the  reft  to  go  himfelf, 
I  pirfs  the  fiege  of  Grave.     And  here  began  thofc 
mlions  among  the  chief  captains  of  the  confedc- 
es,  that  continued  to  ruin  their  defigns,  and  proved 
&ta]  to  them  in  the  whole  courfe  ot  the  v/ar ;  and, 
^uift  all  appearances,  made  good  the  Spanifh  proverb, 
%^  Uga  minca  ccje  grandes  paxaros    [birdlime  never 
dies  great  birds]  the  fame  word  fignifying  a  league 
Hardlime,  and  meaning,  that  as  this  never  catches 
■C  birds,  fo  the  t'other  never  makes  great  conquefts, 
IQg^  it  often  does  great  defences  :  yet  thefe  firft  di- 
DDs  were  endeavoiircd  to  be  cured,  by  the  empe- 
^S  recalling  the  count  dc  Souches,  and  Spain  the 
wtt,  de  Monterey,  who  were  both  thought  to  have 
imcd  the  aclions  of  this  campaign,  or,  at  Icaft,  not 
Imvc  ieconded,  as  they  might  have  done,  the  prince 
Orange's  vigour,  in  purfliing  them  to  other  forts  of 
oeiles   than  it  ended  with.      This  prircc,  having 
cd  of  what  he  propofed  in  favour  of  tlic  Spaniards, 
I  rdblvcd  to  free  his  own  country-  from  the  laft 
T  3  mark 
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mark  of  their  intended  fervitude,  before  this  feafi) 

ended.     Grave  was  the  laft  town  the  French  held  i 

any  of  the  Seven  provinces,  and  had  been  kept  as  a  ns 

gazine  both  of  what  had  been  taken  in  the  other  place 

and  was  not  eafily  carried  away  when  tliey  quitted  then 

fo  as  there  was  above' three  hundred  pieces  of  canoe 

in  the  town,  a  vitry  full  and  brave  garrifon  comppfi 

of  the  beft  troops,  and  all  thet  could  be  added  to  i 

fortifications  of  the  place,  after  the  French  took  it,  A 

it  was  before  counted  one  of  the  beft  the  Dutch  had, 

had  been  inverted  a  month  before  -,  yet  the  prince  fouj 

the  fiege  but  Httle  advanced  at  his  arrival;  andt 

Dutch  foldiers  fo  rebuted  with  the  brave  defence  frc 

within,  that  nothing  could  have  carried  the  place 

this  feafon,  being  about  the  middle  of  Oftober  wl 

the  prince  arrived,  but  the  fame  humour  of  lead] 

on  his  men  himfelf  whenever  they  fhrunk,  which  < 

never  be  too  much  praifed,  nor  too  much  blamed 

this  prince ;  becaufe,  as  his  country  and  allies  woi 

have  had  no  general  if  they  had  l6ft  him,  fo  they  woi 

have  had  no  army  if  they  had  not  ventured  hinl. 

fhort,  by  this,  and  his  ufual  application  and  vigo 

as  well  as  the  common  methoas  of  fuch  fieges, 

took  Grave  by  the  end  of  Oftober,  with  equal  ^ 

to  himfelf,  and  fatisfaftion  to  all  the  provinces;  i 

returned  to  the  Hague  about  the  middle  of  Novc 

ber,   after  having  difpofed  his  forces  in  their  wini 

quarters. 

With  the  prince  of  Orange  returned  moft  of 
general  officers  to  the  Hague,  and  among  the  reft 
prince  Maurice  of  Naflau,  who,  as  the  prince  t 
me,  had,  with  the  greateft  induftry  that  could 
fought  all  occafions  of  dying  fairly  at  the  battle  of 
ncflfe,  without  fucceeding,  which  had  given  him  g 
regrets ;  and  I  did  not  wonder  at  it,  confidering 
age,  of  about  feventy  fix,  and  his  long  habits  botl 
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uc  and  flone.  When  he  came  to  vific  me  upon  his 
um,  and  before  he  went  to  his  government  of  Clevc, 
sune  in  my  head  to  a(k  him  an  idle  queftion,  be- 
ifi;  I  thought  it  not  very  likely  for  me  to  fee  him 
lin,  and  I  had  a  mind  to  know,  from  his  own  mouth, 
:  account  of  a  common,  but  much  credited  ftory, 
it  I  had  heard  fo  often  from  many  others,  of  an  old 
lot  he  liad  in  Brafil,  during  liis  government  there, 
X  (poke,  and  alked,  and  anfwered  common  qucftions 
t  a  reafonable  creature ;  fo  that  thofe  of  his  train 
re  generally  concluded  it  to  be  witchery  or  pof- 
ion  i  and  one  of  his  chaplains,  who  lived  long  after- 
rds  in  Holland,  would  never  from  that  time  endure 
oiTOt,  but  faid,  diey  all  had  a  devil  in  them.  I  had 
iid  many  particulars  of  this  (lory,  and  aflured  by 
ipk  hard  to  be  difcredited,  which  made  me  afk  prince 
lurice  what  there  was  in  it  ?  He  faid,  with  his  ufual 
innefs,  and  drynefs  in  talk,  there  was  fomething 
c,  but  a  great  deal  falfe  of  what  had  been  report- 
I  defired  to  know  of  him  what  there  was  of  die 
U  He  told  me  fhort  and  coldly,  that  he  had  heard 
filch  an  old  parrot  when  he  came  to  Brafil;  and 
aigji  he  believed  nothing  of  it,  and  it  was  a 
od  way  off,  he  had  fo  much  curiofity  as  to  fend 
•  it;  that  'twas  a  very  large  and  a  very  old  one : 
1  when  it  came  firft  into  the  room  where  the  prince 
St  with  a  great  many  Dutchmen  about  him,  it  faid 
Antly,  What  a  company  of  white  men  are  here  ?  They 
Dcd  it  what  he  thought  that  man  was,  pointing  at  the 
iace  ?  it  anfwered.  Some  general  or  other.  When 
:y  brought  it  clofc  to  him,  he  afked  it,  jyou  venez 
MS  ?  [whence  come  you  ?  J  it  anfwered,  De  Maragnan, 
?om  Maragnan.]  The  prince,  A  qui  ejles  vous  f 
I'd  whom  do  you  belong  ?]  The  parrot,  A  un  Port  ti- 
ts. [To  a  Portuguefe.]  The  prince,  ^le  fais-tu 
f  [What  do  you  there?]  The  parrot,  Jegardeles 
fdcts.  [I  look  after  the  chickens.]    The  prince  laugh- 
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cd,  and  faid,  Vcus  gardez  les  pculets  ?  [You  look  after 
the  chickens  ?  The  parrot  anfwe;;cd,  Ot€\\  nio)\  (^je  k 
fcay  bien  faire  ;  [Yes  I,  and  1  know  how  to  do  it  well ;] 
and  made  the  chuck  four  or  fi^T  times,  that  people 
uie  to  make  to  chickens,  when  they  call  them.  I  fa 
down  the  words  of  this  worthy  dialogue  in  French,  juft 
as  prince  Maurice  laid  them  to  me.  I  afked  him,  in 
what  language  the  parrot  fpoke  ?  and  he  faid.  In  Bra- 
filian.  1  a{ked,  whether  he  underftood  Brafilian  ?  he 
faid.  No ;  but  he  had  taken  care  to  have  two  interpre- 
ters by  him,  one  a  Dutchman  that  fpoke  Brafilian,  and 
t'other  a  Brafilian  that  fpoke  Dutch  :  That  he  alkcd 
them  feparately  and  privately,  and  both  of  them 
agreed  in  telling  him  jull  the  lame  thing  that  the  parrot 
faid.  I  could  not  but  tell  this  odd  llory,  becaufe  it  is 
fo  much  out  of  the  way,  and  from  the  firfl:  hand,  and 
what  may  prXs  for  a  good  cnc  -,  for  I  dare  fay,  this 
prince  at  Icaft  believed  hinifL-lf  .ill  he  told  mc,  hav- 
ing ever  pafied  for  a  very  honeft  and  pious  man,  I 
leave  it  to  naturalifts  to  rcalcn,  and  to  other  men  to 
believe,  as  they  pleale  upon  it :  however,  it  is  not  per- 
haps amifs  to  relieve  or  enliven  a  bufy  fcene  Ibmctimes 
with  fuch  digreflions,  whether  to  the  purpofc  or  not. 
Before  I  enter  upon  the  negoriiitions  of  the  following 
winter,  it  v/ill  be  neceffar)'  to  give  a  fliort  view  of  the 
adtions  of  the  feveral  armies,  and  difpofitions  of  the 
parties,  in  other  places,  as  well  as  in  the  Low- Countries, 
iince  all  contributed  to  the  different  humours  tbat  ap- 
peared at  the  1  lague  aboiit  the  pc\xce,  which  was  indeed 
the  prcfent  fcen^  of  that  alfair,  as  well  from  his  ma- 
jelly's  mediation,  as  the  great  weight  of  the  States  in 
the  confederacy ;  but  chiclly  from  the  perfon  cf  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  fcemed  to  be  the  fpirit  or  ge- 
nius nf  the  whole  alliance,  and  for  whom  the  reft,  as 
v/cjl  as  the  Snues  them^e!^•cs,  had  fo  great  truft  and 
deference  :  for  feveral  of  their  miniftcrs  made  no  dif- 
ficulty to  tt!I  me  upon  many  occafions,  that  their  ma- 
tters 
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ftcrs  would  not  have  entered  into  the  prefent  engage* 
mcnts  they  were  in,  had  it  not  been  more  upon  the 

I  confidence  they  had  of  the  prince's  perfonal  honour  and 
juftice,  than  either  the  forces  or  the  ufual  condud  of 
the  States-General,  efpecially  in  what  concerned  the 
foreign  treaties  and  negotiations. 
.  In  Roufillon  little  pafled  of  importance  between  the 
forces  there :  The  thoughts  of  boch  crowns  were  bent, 
<m  that  fide,  more  upon  reducing  or  relieving  Mcflina, 
that  had  made  an  abfolute  revolt  from  Spain,  and  en- 
deavoured to  gain  prote6tion  from  France ;  which  was 
not  difficult  in  this  conjunfturc,  as  that  which  might 
not  only  give  a  great  diverfion  to  the  Spanifli  forces, 
but  open  a  way  ror  the  French  into  the  conqueft  of  Si- 
cily, and  new  defigns  upon  Naples,  which  had  been 

,    the  ftage  of  fo  many  great  wars  between  the  houlcs  of 
France  and  Arragon. 

In  Germany  the  prince-eledlors  Palatine,  Mentz,  and 
Triers,  had  entered  into  league  with  the  Emperor  for 
the  defence  of  the  German  liberty  againft  all  ftrangers. 
France  was  fo  enraged  againft  the  cleftor  Palatine  upon 
thefe  m.eafiires  he  had  taken,  that  monf.  Turenne,  ^  at 
the  head  of  a  French  army,  marched  into  his  coun- 
try, and  made  fuch  cruel  ravages  in  it,  and  fo  unufual 
to  that  general's  common  procedures,  that  the  elec- 
tor fent  him  a  challenge;  which  monfieur  Turenne 
anfwered  he  could  not  accept  v/ithout  his  mafter's  leave, 
but  was  ready  to  meet  him  in  the  field  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  againft  any  tliat  he  and  his  new  allies  would 
bring  together. 

T  his  prince,  fpited  at  the  helplefs  ruin  of  his  coun- 
try, proved  the  greatcft  incentive  among  the  German 
princes  this  fummcr,  to  join  their  forces,  in  order  to 
ibme  vi^rous  action  againft  France  on  that  fide.  The 
duke  of  Lunenburg  engaged  firft,  and  afterwards  the 
debtor  of  Brandenburg,  in  the  common  caufe  of  the 
Empire's  being  invaded.   Straft?urg  was  prevailed  \vith 

to 
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to  throw  oflf  the  neutrality  they  had  enjoyed  Cncc  the 
war  began  and  declare  for  the  Empire  in  this  quarrcL 
The  new  bifhop  of  Munllcr  entered  into  the  fame  mca- 
fures,  and  all  together  made  a  confiderable  force,  tliac 
they  brought  into  the  field,  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhinc^ 
about  the  end  of  Auguft,  or  beginning  of  September. 
The  old  duke  of  Lorrain  joined  them  with  his  troops : 
the  duke  of  Lunenburg  was  there  in  perfon ;  and  the 
eleftor  Palatine  had  the  command  of  the  army.  They 
were  divided,  as  well  as  the  Imperial  officers,  whether 
they  fliould  enter  upon  any  confiderable  aftion  or  no 
till  the  duke  of  Brandenburg  came  up,  who  was  upon 
his  march  at  the  head  of  a  very  confiderable  army,  that 
joined  the  confederates  in  Odober.  This  gave  great 
hopes  and  defigns  of  entering  either  Lorrain  or  Burgun- 
dy, or  taking  Brifac,  or  at  leafl:  Zaberne  and  Haguenau, 
and  thereby  fecuring  their  winter-quarters  in  Alfacc. 
Monfieur  Turenne  played  a  defenfive  game,  with  a 
fmall  army,  and  ill  handled  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  fea- 
fon.  France  was  at  fuch  a  pinch  for  men,  or  fear  of 
an  irruption  into  their  country  from  Flanders  or  Alfacc, 
that  they  called  their  ban  and  arrierc  ban,  the  aflem- 
bling  whereof  had  been  long  difufcd,  and  in  a  manner 
antiquated.  However,  with  fome  of  thefc  new  troops, 
and  a  reinforcement  from  Flanders  after  the  battle  of 
SenefFe,  monfieur  Turenne,  by  plain  force  of  (kill, 
and  that  admirable  fcienrc  in  \\v^  conduci  of  a  war, 
which  no  captain  of  his  age  could  difputc  \vith  him, 
prevented  and  difappointed  every  one  of  the  confede- 
rates defigns,  without  ever  coming  to  a  fet  battle,  tho* 
not  without  feveral  fliarp  fighrs  of  part  of  the  forces, 
upon  neceflity  or  advantaj^e  :  To  that  the  winter  ended 
with  the  allies  quitting  the  hill  point  they  pretended, 
and  would  have  been  indeed  decifive  in  the  illiic  of  this 
campaign,  which  was  the  German  army's  quartering  in 
Alface,  and  other  parts  on  that  fide  the  Rhine. 

1  The 
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The  moft  confiderable  lofe  or  event  of  this  cam- 
paign upon  the  Rhine  was  the  death  of  the  young 
prince  of  Brandenburg,  who  died  about  the  end  of  it 
at  Strafburff,  of  a  fever  fo  violent  and  precipitate,  as 
gave  occanon  for  the  ufual  fufpicions  and  difcourfes 
that  attend  the  death  of  fuch  young  princes,  as  give 
great  hopes  and  fears  to  their  enemies  and  friends. 
This  was  the  more  confidered  for  a  particular  and  inti- 
mate friendfhip  between  him  and  the  prince  of  Orange, 
who,  though  coufin-g^rmans,  and  engaged  in  one  com- 
mon caufe,  were  yet  nearer  joined  by  ]ikenefs  of  hu- 
mours, than  of  intereft,  and  by  the  ties  of  perfonal 
kindnefs,  than  of  blood  5  and  I  never  knew  the  prince 
of  Orange  more  fenfible  of  any  misfortune  that  hap- 
pened to  him,  than  of  this. 

In  all  the  encounters  mentioned  on  this  fide,  no  for- 
ces were  oftener  feen  or  more  felt,  or  gained  more  ho- 
nour for  their  firmnefs  and  bravery,  than  the  Englifll 
regiments  ftill  remaining  in  the  French  fervice,  to  whom 
the  Germans  attributed  wholly  monfieur  Turenne's 
fuccefles,  as  he  did  a  great  deal  liimfelf.  But  the  di* 
vifions  among  the  princes  tliat  made  up  the  confe- 
derate armies  may  juftly  be  faid  to  have  had  all  the 
merit  that  was  not  perfonal  in  monfieur  Turenne ; 
who  was  certainly  allowed  by  all  that  compared  them 
to  be  the  greateft  Captain  by  much  of  his  age,  in  die 
courfe  of  a  war  or  conduft  of  a  campaign  •,  though 
the  prince  of  Conde  was  thought  greater  in  a  day  of 
battle,  both  as  to  die  difpofal  and  order  of  an  army, 
vigorous  enterprize,  and  fharp,  as  well  as  pertinent  re- 
folutions,  upon  all  fudden  emergencies,  to  which  the 
courfe  and  chance  of  a  battle  is  every  way  fubjeft. 

For  Sweden  and  Denmark,  tliey  were  not  yet  entered 
into  the  lifts,  but  fecmed  now  upon  the  point  of  taking 
party.  Sweden  had  afted  the  part  of  a  mediator  ever 
fince  the  breaking  up  of  the  treaty  at  Cologne,  both  by 
their  ambaflador  at  Vienna  and  at  the  Hague,  who  plied 

both 
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both  thcfe  courts  with  very  long  and  frequent  memo- 
rials to  that  purpofe  during  this  whole  fummer ;  but 
they  had  been  as  hard  plied  themlelves  all  that  time 
by  the  praftices  and  advantages  offered  by  France, 
both  to  that  crown,  and  the  chief  minifters,  to  en- 
gage them  in  the  war.    Nothing  feemed  fo  likely  to 
determine  them,   as  the  treaty  and  expedition  of  die 
duke  of  Brandenburg  on  the  confederate  fide,  which 
laid  open  his  country  to  the  invafion  of  Sweden,  and 
gave  them  a  pretence  of  a  breach,  in  that  prince,  of 
the  treaties  between   them,    in   making  war  againft 
France  without  the  confent  of  the  Swedes.     Therefore^ 
as  foon  as  he  was  gone  towards  the  Rhine  with  all  the 
ftrength  of  his  forces,  the  Swedes  drew  the  beft  and 
greateft  part  of  theirs  into  Pomerania;    and  as  the 
duke  of  Brandenburg  advanced  in  the  common  defigns 
againft  France ;  fo  Sweden,    without  declaring  war, 
purfued  their  meafurcs  with  that  crown,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  had  drawn  their  forces  into  the 
Brandenburg  country,  though  without  attempt  upon 
any  places,  and  even  with  pretence  at  firft  of  paying 
for  their  quarters,  which  was  reckoned  upon  as  fhon- 
lived  among  fbldiers  in  another  prince's  country,  whether 
friend  or  enemy.  The  prefent  effed:  of  this  inroad,  was 
the  ending  of  another  pretence  of  that  crown,  which 
was  that  of  mediation,   and  fo  devolving  that  figure 
wholly  upon  his  majefty-,   and  on  the  other  fide  giv- 
ing hopes  to  the  confederates  of  engaging  Denmark 
on  their  fide,  if,  for  no  other  reafon,    yet  upon  that 
old  one  among  them,  of  being  always  oppofite  to  Swe- 
den, and  their  intereft  or  allies. 

As  foon  as  the  prince  came  to  the  Hague  I  attended 
him,  and,  after  compliments  paflTed,  I  acquainted  him 
with  what  his  majefty  had  commanded  me  of  his  per- 
fonal  kindnefs  and  eftecm  for  his  highnefs  •,  of  his 
refolutions  to  obfervc  and  cultivate  his  prefent  friend - 
(hip  with  the  States,  and  defire  to  fee  a  general  peace 
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reilored  to  Chriftcndom,  in  which  he  intended  to  aft 
wholly  in  concert  ^vith  his  highnefs,  whofe  opinioa 
as  to  the  thing,  and  the  conditions  moft  neceffar}^  for 
his  highnefs  to  infift  on,  he  very  much  defired  to  un- 
derfland  as  foon  and  as  fully  as  he  could.  The  prince 
anfwered  me  with  expreflions  of  duty  and  kindncfs  to 
his  majeily,  and  defires  of  a  near  conjunftion  between 
the  two  nations,  which  he  thought  alone  could  make 
his  majefty  fafe  at  home  and  abroad.  For  the  peace, 
he  faid,  though  he  could  make  many  complaints  of  the 
condudt  both  of  the  Spaniards  and  Imperialifts  fince 
their  treaties ;  yet  die  States  could  not,  with  any  faith 
or  honour,  make  a  feparate  peace,  upon  any  terms 
that  France  could  offer  them:  that  a  general  peace 
could  not  be  made  without  leaving  glanders  in  apofture 
of  defending  itfelf  upon  any  new  or  fudden  invafion, 
againft  which  no  guaranties  could  fecure  it :  that  Spain 
could  not,  upon  any  exchange,  quit  the  county  of  Bur- 
gundy, or  Cambray,  nor  any  thing  in  Flanders  beyond 
rfie  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  unlefs  it  were  Aire  and  St. 
Omer.  This,  he  faid,  was  his  opinion  •,  but  if  he 
might  know  the  king's,  and  find  it  at  all  confiftent 
with  the  fafcty  of  his  country,  and  his  own  honour 
towards  his  allies,  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  bring 
it  about,  as  he  had  already  done  the  point  of  his  ma- 
jcfty's  mediation,  which  was  accepted  both  at  Madrid 
and  Vienna.  I  told  him,  that  the  king,  having  been 
the  author  and  guarantee  of  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  not 
luving  yet  fcen  the  French  beaten  out  of  any  town  that 
was  given  them  by  that  treaty,  could  with  ill  grace 
propofe  any  diing  to  France  beyond  thofe  terms,  un- 
lefs it  were  upon  fonie  equivalent.  He  replied  refo- 
lutely,  'Twerc  better  going  on  with  the  war,  let  it  laft 
as  long,  and  cod  as  much  as  it  would:  that  his  ma- 
jeih"  might,  if  he  pleafed,  induce  France  to  whatever 
he  thought  juft-,  and  could  never  fhew  him  lb  much 
kindnefs,  as  to  bring  him  out  o^  this  war  with  honour  : 

if 


286  Memoirs  Jrom  1672  to  1679; 

if  he  would  not,  it  muft  go  on  till  fome  change  hap 
pened  in  the  condition  of  the  parties,  to  make  the 
peace  more  neceflary  on  one  fide  or  other :  how  it 
would  fall  out  he  could  not  tell,  and  muft  leave  it  to  ^ 
God ;  but  he  thought  they  had  as  fair  a  game  as  die 
French :  that  he  was  fure  thev  might  have  been  ab- 
folutely  beaten  at  SenefFe,  if  the  count  de  Souches  had 
fo  pleafed,  and  have  had  a  fair  blow  for  it  ag^n  at 
Oudenarde  :  that  he  was  fiire  Germany  could  fiiriM 
more  and  better  men  than  France,  and  they  were  now 
in  a  manner  united  in  the  common  defence ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Emperor*s  counfels  and  conduft  would  not 
be  fo  betrayed  as  they  had  been :  that,  however,  he 
muft  perform  what  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  thai 
of  the  States,  was  engaged  in  to  their  allies,  let  it  coft 
what  it  would. 

I  imagined  io  what  he  faid  of  the  Emperor's  counlels^ 
he  reflefted  upon  the  bufinefs  of  prince  Lakowitz^ 
whofe  difgrace  made  fo  great  noifc  about  this  time> 
and  with  particulars  fo  extraordinary  of  the  French 

})raftices  in  that  court,  that  they  were  very  hard  to  bc- 
ieve,  and  very  uncertain  to  know  at  that  diftance, 
and  even  at  Vienna  itfelf  •,  and  therefore  I  would  not 
enter  into  them  with  the  prince,  nor  (hall  I  here,  as 
being  foreign  to  this  prefcnt  fcene. 

There  was  one  point  more  I  entered  into  with  the 
prince,  which  was  upon  occafion  of  the  many  difcon-  ^ 
tented  perfons  in  England,  at  the  courfe  of  the  laft  mi-  j 
niftry  and  war,  who  were  fulpeftcd  to  have  trinkled, 
at  leaft  with  Holland,  about  raifing  feditions,  and  per- 
haps infurreftions  in  England,  if  the  war  continued, 
and  the  Dutch  fleets  ftiould  appear  upon  our  coafts, 
wliich  were  like  to  be  unguarded  the  next  fummer, 
by  the  ftraits  his  majefty  was  in  for  money  to  fet  out 
a  fleet.  It  was  believed,  among  many  others,  my  lord 
Shaftfbury  was  one  that  had  of  late  played  this 
game  j  who,  having  been  as  deep  as  any  man  in  the 
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uniels  of  the  cabal,  and  gone  fo  far  in  the  public 
plauie  of  them,  as,  in  a  Ipeech  in  parliament,  to 
vc  applied  the  deknda  Carthago  [Cardiage  mull  be 
ftroyedj  to  our  intereft  in  the  deftruftion  of  Holland; 
t  when  he  faw  the  parliament  and  nation  fullen  up- 
I  it,  and  that  the  kin^  could  not  purlue  it  with  fo 
uch  ill  humour  in  both,  he  turned  (hort  upon  the 
rurt  and  the  reft  of  the  cabal,  fell  in  with  the  po- 
ilar  humour  in  the  city,  as  well  as  parliament,  de- 
icd  the  prelent  defigns  and  condudt,  though  with 
ic  lots  of  his  chancellor's  place,  and  was  believed  to 
lanage  a  praftice  in  Holland  for  fome  infurredion 
!re.  I  told  the  prince,  what  the  king  fulpefted  of 
imc  of  his  fubjecls,  without  niming  any ;  how  much 
ivice  it  Vould  be  to  his  majeily  to  know  them  more 
cttainly,  and  how  kind  it  would  be  in  his  highnels 
)  difcover  them.  The  prince  was  ftanch,  and  faid, 
t  was  fure  the  king  would  not  prefs  him  upon  a 
bing  fo  much  againft  all  honour,  as  to  betray  men 
bat  profeffcd  to  be  his  friends.  I  gave  his  majefty  an 
ccount  of  all  that  paflTed  between  the  prince  and  me, 
rhich  was  thought  at  court  both  cold  to  his  majefty, 
od  ftiflf  as  to  the  peace  ;  and  I  had  no  returns  or  or- 
iffs  upon  it  -,  but  within  a  week  or  ten  days  I  had  no- 
ice,  that  my  lord  Arlington  and  my  lord  Oflbry  in- 
Ended  to  make  a  turn  into  Holland,  with  monfieur 
klyke  and  his  two  fifters,  to  make  a  vifit  to  their  friends 
t  die  Hague  ;  and,  about  the  beginning  of  December, 
hey  arrived  in  the  king's  yachts,  but  without  any 
bft  of  charadler,  or  fhew  of  bufinefs. 

My  lord  Arlington  brought  me  a  letter  from  the 
dng,  written  all  with  his  own  hand  •,  and  telling  me 
le  had  fent  him  to  fet  right  fome  important  points 
rtwecn  his  majefty  and  the  prince,  which  ought  not 
D  lie  longer  in  doubt ;  recommending  to  me  all  the 
ifliftance  I  could  give  him,  and  affuring  me  of  his  ma- 
cfty's  confidence  and  kindnefs.     His  lordfliip  brought 

the 
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the  mod  ample  credential  likewife,  that  could  be,  fn 
his  majefly  to  the  prince,  who  ftill  gave  me  part 
all  that  pafled  between  them,  with  as  much  openc 
and  freedom,  as  the  other  did  with  coldnefs  and  refen 
and  thereby  lent  me  many  lights  that  I  could  not  oth 
wife  have  had,  to  difcover  the  myftery  of  this  joun 
and  affair,  which  was,  in  great  part,  a  fecret  to  ] 
lord  treafurer  himfelf,  whom  yet  his  majefty  1 
thought  to  truft  at  that  time,  as  much  as  he  1; 
ever  done  any  of  his  minifters. 

My  lord  Arlington,  who  had  been  at  the  head 
thofe  meafures  that  the  king  entered  into,  during 
miniftry  of  the  cabal  and  the  war  with  Holland,  in  a 
jundion  with  France,  found  himfelf  fomething  difc 
dited  with  his  matter,  upon  the  ill  iffue  of  that  affi 
and  the  neceflities  which  forced  him  to  a  lepar 
peace,  both  from  the  wants  of  his  trcafury,  and  cUfc< 
tents  of  his  parliament  and  people  in  general.  By 
degrees  this  lord's  favour  declined,  the  earl  of  Danh 
increafed,  who  fucceeded  my  lord  Clifford  in  the  tr 
fury,  which  had  ever  been  my  lord  Arlington's  am 
tion.  This  gave  him  an  implacable  envy  and  hat 
againft  my  lord  Danby -,  which  no  offices  of  friendfh 
could  ever  allay.  He  was  not  well  with  the  nation 
having  had  fuch  a  part  in  breaking  the  courfe  of 
triple  alliance,  and  making  that  with  France  for  ■ 
^ruin  of  Holland,  and,  as  was  commonly  thought, 
Ifome  ends  more  difpleafing  at  home.  Yet,  when  1 
ill  humour  of  the  parliament  had  broken  the  defij 
of  the  cabal,  and  made  my  lord  Shaftfbury  (hift 
fails,  and  fall  into  the  popular  ftream,  my  lord  Arlir 
ton  had  gone  fo  far  upon  the  fame  fcent,  as  to  y 
with  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  fecrctary  Coventry, 
perfuade  the  king  to  remove  the  duke  wholly  fn 
court^nd  public  bufinefs,  as  a  means  to  appcafe  1 
difcontents  of  the  parliament  upon  fomc  jealoul 
;he  late  conduft  of  affairs  had  raifed  among  the 
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;  this  counfel  my  lord  Arlington  had  ver}'  much 
tended  the  duke;  and,  finding  himfclf  ill  wich  his 
yal  highnefs,  widi  the  parliament,  and  every  day 
dining  in  credit  with  the  king,  he  thought  there 
as  no  way  of  retrieving  his  game,  but  by  making 
imfelf  the  inftrument  of  fome  fecret  and  clofe  mea- 
lies that  might  be  taken  between  the  king  and  the 
rince  of  Orange.  He  firft  infufed  into  his  majefry  the 
■ceflity  and  advantage  of  fuch  a  negotiation,  and  then 
lat  of  his  being  employed  in  it,  from  the  intercft  his 
idy's  friends  and  kindred  in  Holiapd  would  be  able 
)  give  him,  as  well  as  from  the  credit  of  having  been 
)  long  in  the  fecret  of  the  king's  affairs,  and  lo  bcft 
bk  to  give  them  fuch  colours  as  might  render  the 
K  conUuA  of  them  lefs  difagreeablc  to  the  prince. 
rhough  he  profefled  great  friendfliip  to  me,  yet  he  re- 
■tfcnted  me  as  unlikely  to  be  treated  with  fucli  a  con- 
idcnce  from  the  prince  as  was  rtqi.ifite  in  this  afiair, 
or  having  been  fo  intimate  with  monfieur  De  Witt, 
11  my  former  embalTy ;  and  gave  the  prince's  unwil- 
mgnefs  to  fee  me  during  the  campaign,  as  a  teftlmo- 
ly  of  his  diflike  or  at  lead  indifference,  to  n^^e.  He 
Jiopofed  going  over  with  all  the*  auxiliaries  that  v/ere 
Dkt  CO  be  of  any  fuccour  in  this  expcdicion,  carrying 
toe  only  my  lady  Arlington,  bur  madam  Bevcrwaert 
cr  filler,  who  had  fomething  in  her  humour  and  con- 
trfation  very  agreeable  to  the  prince  ;  Sir  Gabriel  Syl- 
ius,  who  took  himf/lf  to  be  in  great  credit  in  that 
oiUT,  v/here  he  had  fc.rvcd  long,  and  particularly  with 
aonfi'^rur  Bentinck  ;  nor  was  it  forgot  to  carry  over 
)r.  Durrl,  as  a  man  fit  to  praftile  monfieur  De  Maraft, 
Frer.ch  miniller,  who  v/as  thought  to  have  crecHt  with 
iic  prince  -,  and  my  lord  Ofiory  was  known  to  have  a 
irat  part  in  his  kindnefs  and  efteem,  as  v/cll  from 
IS  marriage  into  the  Bcver\Yaert  family,  as  from  his 
lavens  !o  nvjch  applauded  in  all  accions  v/here  he 
Vol'  II-  ^  U  had 
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had  been,   which  was  a  quality  loved  by  the  prince^ 
though  employed  againft  him. 

My  lord  Danby  had  been  made  to  beHeve,  that 
z  letter  trom  the  prince  to  monfieur  Odyke,  then  ont 
of  the  Dutch  ambuflTadors  in  England,  had  given  occa- 
fion  for  this  journey,  as  if  the  prince  had  defired  foinc 
perfon  there  from  the  king,  with  whom  he  might 
enter  into  the  lall  confidence  -,  but  the  prince  aflTuitd 
me  there  was  no  fuch  thing,  and  that  monfieur  De  Ru-  \ 
vigny,  the  French  miniftcr  at  London,  had  more  pait 
in  this  journey  than  he,  or  perhaps  any  body  clfej 
and  that  all  the  endeavours,  ufed  towards  a  peace,  camo 
from  that  fide. 

However  inftructed,  at  lead  thus  accompanied,  my  ^ 
lord  Arlington  came  to  the  Hague  \  where  he  told  inc>  ' 
at  our  firft  meeting,    that  he  came  over  to  fet  ri^ 
fome  things  between   the  king  and  the  prince^  twt 
he  doubted  were  amifs  j  and  to  fetde  a  perteft  kind-  ' 
nefs  and  confidence  between  them  for  the  tinie  to  come:  j 
that  to  do  this  he  mull  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  fwe^  I 
and  rake  into  things  paft,   which  was  an  unpleafiitt-j 
work,  and  which  I  could  not  do,  as  having  no  part  in  \ 
the  king's  bufinefs  during  that  time  wherein  the  prince. i 
took  his  offence  at  our  counfcls  :  that  the  king  had*? 
chofen*  him  for  this  office,  becaufe  he  could  beft  jufti-  | 
fy  his   majcfly's  intentions   towards  his   highnefs,   m  -f 
the  whole  courfc  of  that  affair :  that  for  the  peace,*-  ] 
though  his  majefty  defired  it,  yet  he  would  not  meddk  ^ 
in  it,  unlefs  the  prince  of  himfelf  made  any  overtuitJ  ■ 
about  it,  but  would  only  endeavour  to  give  the  prince 
what  lights  he  could,  as  to  the  ftate  of  things  in  ge- 
neral, and  what  he  might  hope  from  his  allies,  as  wdl 
as  from  France :  that,  if  the  prince  made  no  advan- 
ces to  him  upon  it,  he  would  let  it  fall,  and  leave  it 
in  my  hands,  to  be   purfued  by  the  orders  I   fliouM 
receive  :  that  he  knew  very  well,  fuch  a  commifTion  as 
his  might  look  unkind,  if  not  injurious,  to  another  am- 

baffador. 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  i6yg.  291 

baifador,  and  diat  he  would  not  have  come  if  any 
other  had  been  herej  but  the  king,  as  well  as  he,  rc- 
koned  lb  far  ujx)n  the  friendfliip  betv/cen  us,  tliiit  they 
were  botli  confident  of  my  being  eafy  in  it,  and  [giving 
him  any  alTiftance  he  ihould  want  from  me,  v/hich  he 
would  acquaint  me  with  as  the  marrer  proceeded.  He 
laid  befides.  That,  after  having  fought  the  king's  battle 
with  the  prince,  he  mull  fight  anorher  of  his  ov/n, 
who  did  not  deferve  the  coldncis    his  highncfs  had 
of  late  exprefled  to  him  ;  and  wiic-n  tiiis  was  done,  all 
his  bufinefs  was  ended  here,  and  the  reft  would  be  on- 
ly feeing  his  friends,  and  finding  fome  diverlions  from 
a  new  fcene :    that  he  defired  I  would,  according  to 
die  forms,  bring  him  and  my  lord  OfTory,  the  firft 
*  time,  to  the  prince,  and  after  that  they  would  fee  him 
no  more  in  ceremony,  nor  give  me  that  trouble. 

I  told  his  lordfhip  I  was  very  glad  to  fee  hiin,  let 
his  bufinefs  be  v/hat  it  would  :  that  I  lliould  be  glacier 
yet  that  the  king's  bufinefs  fhould  be  done,  let  it  be 
by  whom  it  would,  but  much  more  that  it  might  be 
by  him :  that  for  letting  matters  right  between  the 
king  :?.nd  the  prince,  I  thought  it  the  beft  oiTice  could 
be  cone  them  both :  that  tor  tli'j  w.^y  he  mentioned 
of  raking  into  the  fore,  and  fighting  buttles  in  def  nee 
or  juiLirication  of  what  was  palt,  I  knew  nor  v.  hat  to 
fay  to  it,  but  would  leave  it  to  his  ov/:i  prudence  ;  but 
from  what  I  knew  in  particular,  of  the  prince's  hu- 
mour and  thoughts,  whatever  he  did  of  that  fojt,  I  be- 
lieved, fhould  be  very  gentle,  and  not  go  too  deep ; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  was  always  of  opinion,  that  cx- 

Eoftulations  were  very  apt  to  end  well  betv/cen  lo^^ers, 
ut  iii  between  friends  :  tliat  I  would  fend  to  the  prince 
for  an  hour  ;  and,  when  I  had  bri)ught  him  to  his  high- 
ncfs, I  v/ould  leave  him  there  after  tlie  firfl:  entrances 
were  pall,  and  defired  no  other  part  in  this  afi^air,  than 
what  he  thought  neceflary  to  give  me  -,  whenever  he 
did,  I  lli-^uid  ferve  him  the  beft  I  could^  in  fo  good 

U  2  an 
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an  endeavour ;  and  for  the  reft,  I  (hould  leave  the  field 
free  to  my  lord  Oflbry  and  him,  while  they  (laid  at 
the  Hague,  as  to  all  that  was  fecret :  As  to  the  reft,  I 
dellred  they  would  make  what  ulc  they  plealeJ  of  mc 
and  my  houle. 

My  lord  Arlington  took  all  I  faid  very  well ;  faid, 
it  was  not  neci-flary  I  ftiould  leave  them,  after  I  had 
introduced  tlxMn  to  the  prince,  but  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  I  faw  he  would  not  dillilce  it,  or  have  any  bo- 
dy thought  to  have  any  part  in  the  fuccefles  he  expect- 
ed :  fo  next  morning  I  brought  them  to  the  prince, 
and,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  fl^y,  left  them  to- 
gether. The  prince  would  have  had  me  ftay,  but  my 
lord  Arlington  faid  not  a  word;  and  I  pretended  fomc 
letters  preJicd  n;c,  and  fo  went  away,  and  never  faw 
them  togetlier  any  m.orc  while  they  ftaid  at  the  Hague^ 
unlefs  at  dinner,  or  in  mixed  and  public  company. 

The  truth  is,  I  was  not  the  worle  entertained,  du- 
ring the  courlc  of  this  adventure  -,  for  my  lord  Arling- 
ton told  me  every  day  what  he  thought  fit,  of  all 
that  pafled  between  tliem  ;  an<.l  tlie  prince  told  nr>c, 
not  only  the  thing,  but  the  manner  of  it,  which  was 
more  important  than  the  matter  itfelf ;  for  this  had 
no  efifeft,  but  tlie  other  a  gicat  deal,  and  that  lafted 
Jong.*  My  ioai  Arlington  told  me  much  of  his  ex- 
polhilations,  and  with  what  good  turns  of  wit  he  had 
juftified  both  the  king's  part  in  the  late  war,  and  his 
own  ;  but  tiiat  upon  all  he  found  the  prince  dry  and 
fulkn,  or,  at  the  beil,  uneafy,  and  as  if  he  wilhed  it 
ended  :  that  upon  difcourfe  of  the  ftate  of  Clirillcndom, 
and  what  irlated  to  the  war  he  was  engaged  in ;  he 
made  him  no  overtures  at  all,  nor  entered  further, 
than  that  the  king  might  bring  him  out  of  it  with  ho- 
nour if  he  plealed,  and  with  lafety  to  Chriftendom  •,  if 
not,  it  muil  go  on  till  the  fortunes  of  the  parties  chang- 
ing, made  way  for  other  thoughts,  than  he  believed 
either  of  them  had  at  this  time :  that  tliis  might  hap- 
'  '  pen 
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pen  after  another  campaign,  which  none  but  his  ma- 
jclly  could  prevent,  by  inducing  France  to  fuch  terms 
as  be  thought  juft  and  fafe  for  the  reft  of  Chrilten- 
dom. 

This  was  the  fum  of  what  my  lord  Arlington  pre- 
tended to  have  paflcd  in  three  long  conferences  •,  af- 
ter which  it  grew  fo  uncafy  between  them,  that  he 
told  me  he  had  abfolutely  given  it  over,  and  would 
not  fay  a  word  more  of  bufineis  while  he  was  there, 
and  attended  his  majelly's  orders,  after  the  return  of 
his  dilpatches,  but  would  divert  himfcli  in  the  mcca 
dmc  as  well  as  he  could,  fee  the  prince  as  often  as  he 
pleaied  at  dinner,  or  in  company,  but  afk  it  no  more 
in  private,  unlefs  the  prince,  of  himfelf,  defired  it ; 
aod,  upon  the  whole,  gave  all  the  figns  of  being  equal- 
ly diiappointed  and  difcontented  with  the  fuccd's  of 
this  undertaking. 

The  prince,  on  the  other  fide,  told  me  w^ith  what 
arrogance  and  infolence  my  lord  Arlinc^ton  had  entered 
upon  all  his  expoftulations  with  him,  both  upon  the 
lung's  chapter  and  his  own  :  that  it  was  not  only  in 
the  diicouries  of  it,  as  if  he  pretended  to  deal  with  a 
diild,  t>.at  he  could  by  his  wit  make  believe  what  he 
pieafed  ;   but  in  the  manner  he  faid  all  upon  that  fub- 
Jca,  it  was  as  if  he  had  taken  himlelr  tor  the  prince 
of  Orange,  and  him  for  my  lord  Arlington  :  that  all 
lie  iaid  was  io  artiticial,  and  giving  inch  talie  colours 
ID  things  every  body  knew,  that  he  that  was  a  plain 
man  could  not  bear  it,  and  was  never  lb  weary  of  any 
oonverfation  in  his  lite.     In  fhorr,  all  the  prince  told 
me  upon  it  looked  fpited  at  my  lord  y\r!ington,  and 
UK  very  much  fatisfied  with  the  king's  intentions  up- 
on diis  errand  -,  though  he  Lid  he  was  hire  his  ma- 
jaly  never  intended  he  fhould  treat  it  in  the  manner 
he  had,  if  he  remembered  that  he  %vas  liis  nephew, 
though  nothing  elfe. 

U  5  After 
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After  the  firft  converfations,  my  lord  Arlingtob  * 
ftaid  near  fix  weeks  in  Holland,  either  upon  contrary 
winds  to  return  his  dilpatches,  or  to  cairy  him  away, 
often  at  dinner  with  the  prince  at  court  or  at  count 
Waldeck's,  or  monfieur  Odyke*s,  or  with  me  putting 
on  the  bcft  humour  and  countenance,  afFefting  the 
figure  of  one  that  had  nothing  of  bufinefs  in  his  head, 
or  in  the  defign  of  his  journey,'  but  at  heart  weary  of 
his  ftay  in  Holland,  and  unwilling  to  return  with  no 
better  account  of  his  errand ;  and,  as  it  proved,  he 
had  reafon  for  both. 

I  found  the  Penfioner  and  count  Waldeck  thought 
that  the  bent  of  my  lord-  Arlington  was  to  draw  the 
prince  into  fuch  meafurcs  of  a  peace  as  France  then  fo 
much  defircd  -,  into  a  difcovery  of  thofe  perfons  who 
hud  made  advances  to  the  prince  or  the  States  of  rai- 
fing  commotions  in  England  during  the  late  war ;  in- 
to   Ibcret   meafurcs   with  the  king  of  affifting  him 
againft  any  rebels  at  home,  as  well  as  enemies  abroad; 
and  into  the  hopes  or  defigns  of  a   match  with  the 
duke's  eldeft  daughter :    though  they-  faid  he  found 
the  prince  would  not  enter  at  all  into  the  firft,  wai 
obftinate  againft  the  fecond,  treated  the  third  as  a  dif- 
refpeft  to  the  king,  to  think  he  could  be  fo  ill  belov- 
ed, or  fo  imprudent,  to  need  it ;  and,  upon  mendoi) 
made  of  the  laft  by  my  lord  OfTory,   he   tooE  nd 
further  hold  of  it  than  faying,  his  fortimes  were  not  ifl 
a  condition  tor  him  to  think  of  a  wife. 

Thus  ended  this,  myftical  i(Hjmey,  which  I  have  die 
j-athcr  unveiled,  bccaufe,  perhaps,  no  other  could  do 
it  \  nor  I,  without  fo  many  kvcral  lights  from  fo 
many  fevcral  hands;  and  becauie,  though  it  brought 
ibrrh  no  pre  lent  fruits  •,  yet  ftrcds  were  then  fcattercd, 
out   of  Vvhich  -fpi-ung    aftcrwardsS    fome    very    great 

My  lord  Arlington  returned,  was  received  but  coldly 

bj  the  king,  r.nd  ill  by  the  duke,  who   was  angrj 

?.  tha 
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thic  any  mention  had  been  made  of  the  lady  Mary, 
dx>ugh  it  was  done  only  by  my  lord  Oflbry,  and  whe- 
ther with  order  from  the  king,  or  no,  was  not  known  : 
fo  as  never  any  drain  of  court  fkill  and  coarrivance 
fuoceeded  fo  unfortunately  as  this  had  done,  and  fo 
contrary  to  all  the  ends  the  author  of  it  propofcd  to 
himielf.  Inftead  of  advancing  the  pence,  he  left  it  * 
ddperate  ;  inlleadof  eft«iblifhing  a  confidence  between 
the  king  and  the  prince,  he  left  all  colder  than  he  found 
it;  inftead  of  entering  into  great  perlbnal  confidence 
and  triendfhip  with  the  prince,  he  left  an  unkindncfs 
that  lafted  ever  after ;  inftead  of  retrieving  his  own 
credit  at  court,  which  he  found  waning  upon  the  in- 
aeafe  of  my  lord  Danby's,  he  made  an  end  of  all 
lie  had  left  with  the  king,  who  never  after  ufcd  him 
with  any  confidence  further  than  the  forms  of  his  place  ; 
aad  found  my  lord  treafurer's  credit  with  the  king 
more  advanced  in  fix  weeks  he  had  been  away,  than 
it  had  done  in  many  months  before. 

^Vhatc^'cr  was  the  occafion,  France  had  this  winter 
an  extreme  defire  of  a  peace  ;  and  left  no  ways  unat- 
ttmpted  to  obtain  it,  that  might  not  too  much  difco- 
vcr  the  need  tiiey  had  of  it.  I  fuppofe  they  might 
apprehend  vdiat  the  confederates  reckoned  upon,  with 
perhaps  too  much  afTurance  •,  that,  if  they  could  gain 
one  battle,  they  Ihould  certainly  enter  France  -,  and, 
if  ever  they  did,  the  ill  humours  grown  under  this 
hte  governtnent  would  certainly  break  out,  and  make 
my  for  ali  the  fuccefles  and  ravages  they  propofed  to 
thcmfelves  ;  or,  at  leall,  for  fuch  terms  of  a  peace  as 
vould  leave  all  the  neighbours  of  that  crown  in  fafety 
and  at  quiet.  A  talk  was  fct  on  foot  of  a  marriage  be- 
tween MonHtur's  eldtrll  daughter  and  the  king  of  Spain, 
mthe  hear  of  the  v/ar  :  a  fufpenfion  oF  arms  was  pro- 
poied  at  Vienni  by  count  Oxenftic-in  the  Swedifli  am- 
oaflodor  -,  and  the  finding  Plenipotentiaries  immedi- 
ately after  to  treat  the  peice,  with  oHVr^,  in  cafe  this 

IJ  4  were 
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were  agreed  to,  that  the  affair  of  prince  Williatn  of 
Furflemburg  fhould  be  refpited  till  the  end  of  the  trea- 
ty, and  paflports  fhould  be  granted  for  the  duke  of 
LoiTain*s  minifters,  upon  which  difficulties  had  been 
made  :  praftices  were  ufed  with  the  princes  of  Bran- 
denburg and  Lunenburg,  to  disjoin  tliem  from  the 
common  alliance,  and  a  particular  intelligence  was  held 
betM^een  the  marfhal  D'Eftrades  and  one  who  had  been 
Penficner  of  Maeftricht,  who  communicated  all  his 
letters  to  the  Pcnfioncr  Fagel :  but  the  fum  of  all  was 
inftances  for  a  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Hol- 
land ;  a  breach  of  their  meafurcs  with  the  houie  of 
Auflria,  and  return  of  the  old  ones  with  France,  to- 
wards which  they  offered  all  the  advantages  that  could 
be  to  the  States  in  point  of  commerce,  and  all  the 
perfonal  ones  that  could  be  defircd  by  a  prince  of 
Orar.ge, 

But  the  prince  was  unmoveable  in  the  point  of  not 
leaving  his  allies ;  though  he  began  to  forefee  he  was  like 
to  play  a  hard  game  with  them  next  fummer  in  the  field, 
and  perhaps  a  harder  with  the  people  at  home,  who 
grew  unpatient  for  a  peace,  both  upon  the  cruel  taxes 
the  war  had  raifed,  and  upon  the  prelcnt  decay  of  trade, 
as  well  as  apprehenfion,  that,  vtith  longer  continuance 
of  the  war,  it  would  run  fo  far  into  a  new  channel  by 
F.ngland  as  never  to  be  retrieved.  Upon  thefe  con- 
fiderations  the  prince  refolved  to  make  one  effort  to- 
wards a  peace  with  honour  before  this  feafon  ended, 
and  made  all  further  thoughts  of  it  give  way  to  the 
avftions  of  the  approaching  campaign.  His  fchemc  was 
this.  That  a  match  (hould  be  made  between  the  king  of 
Spain  and  Mademoifelle  :  that  France  fliould  give  with 
licr  in  dov/ry  the  late  conquered  places  in  Flanders : 
that  the  king  (hould  make  this  match,  and  upon 
thefc  terms :  and  that  he  (hould  have  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  his  good  offices  in  it.  By  this 
means  a  peace  would  be  made  with  fafecy  to  Spain  and 

to 
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to  Holland,  by  fecuring  again  the  fronriers  of  Flanders ; 
with  honour  to  France,  who  parted  with  the  conquer- 
ed towns  only  as  dowry  to  a  daughter  of  France ;  with- 
out any  blemifh  to  the  prince's  honour  or  faith  in  his 
alliances ;  and  with  honour  and  profit  both  to  his  ma- 
jelly,  which  laft  was  thought  no  unwelcome  circum- 
ftance  at  that  time  in  our  court. 

This  the  Prince  and  Penfioner  having  digefted  the 
bcft  way  they  could,  and  deduced  to  mc,  dofired  me 
to  propofe  to  the  king,  as  the  only  way  of  making 
the  peace  he  fo  much  dcfired ;  as  a  thing  they  were 
fure  he  could  do,  and  that  France  could  not  deny  him 
if  he  would  profs  it;  and  as  the  laft  degree  of  favour 
his  majcfly  could  express  to  the  prince,  who  could  no 
other  way  come  out  of  this  war  widi  honour.  They 
dcfired  me  to  write  it  to  the  king  himfdf,  and  diat  no- 
thing might  be  faid  of  it  to  any  other  pcrlbn,  till  his 
majelly  fhould  return  me  his  opinion  upon  it. 

i  did  fo  by  two  letters  to  the  king,  bur  had  no 
hopes  given  me  that  it  would  be  effcdlcd  :  Whether 
France  took  the  defi res  of  the  prince  for  an  argument 
of  his  being  weary  of  the  war,  or  that  he  found  the 
people  were  fo  •,  or  whetlier  they  would  not  end  tlie 
\7ar,  without  breaking  the  force  and  coniiac'iice  of  the 
)rtlent  alliance,  or  (as  the  prince  tliought)  without 
caving  Flanders  open  for  another  invafion,  when  fomc 
)etter  conjun<5bure  fliould  make  v/ay  for  it  -,  or  whe- 
ther the  revolt  of  MeiTina  had  given  them  hopes  of 
difiibling  Spain,  by  drawing  dieir  forces  on  that  fide, 
and  difpofing  them  to  a  peace  by  this  wound  in  a  part 
fo  t-nder,  and  tluic  might  fpread  fo  fur  into  Italy  \  or 
whether  they  had  nov/  abfoiutely  engaged  the  crown 
of  Sweden  to  enter  into  the  war,  and  believed  that,  by 
the  imprefiion  that  crown  would  make  in  Pomerania, 
they  might  not  only  recal  the  duke  of  Brandenburg 
and  his  forces  from  the  Rhine,  but,  if  they  fuccccded, 
r^^ight  fo  alarm  the  Empire  en  that  fide,  as  to  break, 

or 
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or  very  much  weaken  any  conjnncfWon  of  their  forctfs 
next  fummer  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  However  it  was,^ 
this  attempt  of  the  prince  fnikd,  and  fo  all  further 
thoughts  ot  a  prefent  peace  ended,  and  left  me  only 
to  purfuc  the  cold  fcent  of  a  mediation  in  the  common 
forms,  wliile  the  preparations  were  making  on  all 
fides  ibr  a  warm  fum.mer  in  the  field. 

1  he  prince  this  rebniary  went  into  Guelderland,  to 
eftablilh  the  new  magiftracy  thei-e,  according  to  his  of- 
fice of  Stadtholder.  Whilll  he  was  there,  the  depu- 
ties cf  that  province,  by  unanimous  confent,  made 
him  an  offer  of  the  fovereignty  of  that  country,  with 
the  ancient  tkie  of  duke  of  Guelderland,  which  they 
pretended  had  been  formerly  in  feme  ot  his  anceftors. 
The  prince  faid,  he  would  give  them  no  anfwer  upon  an 
afi^air  of  fuch  moment  without  firft  advifing  with  the 
other  provinces.  He  immediately  writ  to  thofe  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  Utrecht,  to  communicate  this 
offer  to  them;  and  demand  their  advice  upon  it.  Zealand 
returned  theirs  againft  his  accepting  it  •,  grounding  it 
upon  the  jealoufies  it  might  raile  in  the  other  provin- 
ces, and  inconfiftence  ot  it  with  the  conflitutions  of 
their  union,  which  left  none  of  the  provinces  at  liber- 
ty to  difpofe  of  their  fovereignty  without  confent  of 
the  reft.  Utrecht  returned  their  anfwer  with  advice  to 
accept  it.  Holland  was  longer  depending,  upon  the 
delays  necefilir)-  in  running  the  circle  of  fo  many  towns : 
fo  that,  before  it  was  concluded,  the  prince,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  advice  of  Utrecht,  returned  them  immedi- 
ately his  anfwer,  with  notice,  that  he  had  excufed 
himfelfto  the  Stiites  of  Guelderland,  from  accepting 
the  oiTer  tliey  had  made  him. 

Noihing  could  more  employ  the  bufy  heads  of  this 
time,  th:in  the  courfe  of  this  affair  ;'lbmc  attributing  it 
to  the  ambitior  of  the  prince,  andprefaging  the  fame 
drfig!^  vwK^n  i\\?.  reft  of  the  provinces ;  others  laying 
it  to  tl:c  Ci:a:TC  of  fomc  of  his   young  counfcllors^ 

others 
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others  to  a  deHgn  of  founding  the  humour  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  of  having  the  honour  to  refufe  it,  after 
they  (hould  all  have  advifed   him  to  accept  it,   as 
'twas  believed  they  would  do.     For  my  own  part,  I 
can  fay  nothing  of  it  with  certainty,  having  never  feen 
the  prince  while  it  was  upon  the  anvil,  nor  difcourfed 
wim  him  upon  this  fubjed  either  before  or  after :  but 
it  it  were  an  ambition  bent  upon  the  foveretgnty  of 
the  reft  of  the  provinces,  as  well  as  Guelderland,  it  was 
a  defign  very  different  from  all  his  proceedings  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  when  France  had  propoled  it  to 
Irim  with  all  the  advantages  and  fupport  that  could  be ; 
and  as  different  from  what  he  had  ever  fcemcd  to  un- 
dcrftand,  and  to  be  as  much  pei  fuaded  of  as  any  man. 
That  a  fovcreign  prince  in  Holland  would  certainly  and 
loon  ruin  the  trade,  and  confequently  the  riches  and 
greatnels,  of  that  State,  and  leave  a  prince  of  it  with- 
out power  or  confideration  in  the  world  ;  wliereas  the 
princes  of  Orange,  in  the  poil  they  have  held  for  four 
generations,  have  entered  into  v.ars  and  treaties  with 
a  regard  and  weight  equal  to  moil  of  the  kings  of 
Chriftendom.  For  young  counfellors  that  were  thought 
to  have  engaged  the  prince  in  this  adventure,  I  cannot 
Ipeak  w^ith  more  certainty  than  of  the  intention ;  but 
1  am  fure,  if  they  were  in  it,   they  were  not  alone ; 
icr  none  doubts  of  monfieur  Fagel's  having  been  for 
it ;  and  monfieur  Beveming,  who  was  ever  thought  as 
ibnch  a  patriot  as  any  man  among  them,  told  nie  him- 
iclt,  that  he  had  advifed  the  prince  to  accept  it ;  wliicii 
I  belie\''e  he  would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  forcfecri 
anv  danger  from  it  to  his  country.     But  Vvliether  th^ 
prince  or  his  friends  had  the  pait  that  was  CDnimonly 
tiiought  in  the  firft  overture,  'tis  certain  an  intend  or 
the  deputies  and  magiflrates,  as  well  as  nobks,  of  Guv'!- 
derland  had  a  fliare  in  it  too.    P'or  whcr  as  this  is  the 
firft  province  in  the  union,  and  ab^Aincls  Tvi: h  nobl' "^ 
more  than  all  the  reft  5  yet,  by  reafun  of  their  po- 
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verty  from  a  barren  foil,  and  want  of  trade,  they  arc 
lefs  confidered  than  feveral  other  provinces,  and  tlicijr 
voice  has  been  in  a  manner  fwallowed  up  by  that  ^ 
Holland,  who,  by  their  trade  and  riches,  have  a  great: 
influence  upon  thole  of  Giielderland.     3  he  deputies  olT 
this  province  finding  themlelvcs  yet  lefs  confidcrablc 
in  the  union  than  they  were  before  the  war,  which  liaci 
extremely  impoverifhed  their  country  during  the  French 
conquefts,  thought  there  was  no  way  ot  recovering 
ibch  a  confideration   in  the  State,  as  fuited  with  the 
rank  and  dignity  they  held,  but  devolving  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  province  upon  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Beiides,  many  ot  the  nobles  there,  having  pretences 
for  themfelvcs  or  their  friends  in  the  military  employ- 
ments,   thought  to  make  their  court  to  the  prince, 
upon   whom   thofe  charges  depended,   by  advancing 
fuch  a  propofition  :  and  this  was  certainly  a  great  in- 
gredient into  the  firft  conception  of  it ;    but  whether 
connived  at,  or  feconded  by  the  prince,  or  his  friends, 
or  with  what  aims  or  infti-uftions,  I  cannot  fay  ;  ancj 
fo  leave  it  as  a  mufhroom  tiiat  grew  up  fuddenly,  and 
as  fuddenly  withered,   and  left  no  fign  where  it  had 
grown. 

At  the  prince's  return  to  the  Hague  in  March  1675,  . 
I  received  a  letter  from  his  majefty's  own  hand,  telling 
me  of  fome  advices  given  him.  That  the  prince  in- 
tended to  come  over  into  England  againft  the  approach- 
ing fefTion  of  parliament ;  and  commanding  me  to 
hinder  it,  as  if  his  majefly  believed  the  thing.  I  ad- 
ventured to  aflTure  the  king  there  could  be  nothing  of 
it,  before  I  faw  the  prince ;  but,  when  I  did,  I  pre- 
tended not  to  have  had  it  from  his  majefty,  but  that 
I  heard  fuch  a  thing  had  been  whifpered  to  him.  He 
faid.  Yes,  and  he  believed  by  lord  Arlington,  who 
had  fometimes  talked  of  that  journey  after  the  peace 
fhould  b^  made  -,  however  it  came,  he  was  forry  the 
king  fliojld  believe  it":  that  he  was  his  majefty's  fer- 

vant. 
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tant,  and,  if  he  could  do  him  no  fcrvice,  he  would 
at  leaft  do  him  no  harm  :  but,  if  the  king  would  be 
.  othcrwife  pbflefled,  he  could  not  help  it  -,    ye^  he  de- 
8rcd  me  to  affure  him,  there  had  never  been  any  ground 
ferfuch  a  report.     In  the  afternoon  the  prince  came 
tome,  and  told  me  in  great  heat,  he  had,  fince  he 
few  me,    received  the  mod  impertinent  letter  from 
Iwd  Arlington  that  ever  v/as  upon  that  fubjeft,  treat- 
ing it  as  a  refolution  certain  and  intended  for  raifmg 
heats  in  the  parliament,  and  commotions  in  the  king* 
dom-,  telling  him,    *Twas   like  to  prove  but  an   ill 
I  fccndfliip  between  the  Icing  and  him,  if  it  was  to  be 
[  made  a  c^up  de  batons  [with  blows] ;  and  putting  him 
in  mind,   ^/V/  y  a  des  playes  cbez  "cotis^   qui  faigneront 
tmirtfiVcny  met  la  main^  [That  there  are  iome  wounds 
among  you,  which  will  bleed  afrefh  if  they  be  but  touch- 
ed.] The  prince  laid  he  knew  well  enough  what  lord 
Arlington  meant  by  that  expreflion,  for  he  had  told 
monfieur  Van  Rheede  in  England,  when  he  went  over 
upon  the  ftrft  n^otions  of  the  hfb  peace,  that  the  king 
could  make  the  prince  be  ferved  as  Ue  Witt  was,  if  he 
would  ft't  himielt  about  it.     Upon  this  he  fell  into  the 
grcateil  rage  that  ever  I  faw  him  in,  againil  my  lord 
Arlington,  calling  this  proceeding  malicitnis  and  info- 
lent-,  faying,  he  would  write  to  him  what  he  dcferved, 
but  never  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  him  be- 
yond common  ibrms;  that,  lince  he  knew  not  how 
10  tniil  the   king's  minifters,  he   would   write  to  the 
king  himfelf,  and  defired  me  to  convey  his  letters  lb  as 
they  might  come  to  no  other  hand. 

Soon  after,  count  Waldeck  went  to  Vienna  to  concert 
the  actions  of  the  next  campaign,  where  count  Mon- 
Crcuculi  was  appointed  to  command  the  Imperial  forces 
inftead  of  the  duke  de  Bournonville ;  and  the  count 
fc  Souches  was  fent  away  into  a  government  in  Hun- 
gary. In  March  theeledor  of  Brandenburg  c:mie  to 
Hevcs  upon  the  fame  concert,  where  he  was  met  by 

the 
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the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  marquis  de  Grana  tt 
Emperor's  minifter :  but  the  main  point,  debateii 
here,  was  thought  to  be  the  defence  ncccflary  to  \^ 
rnade  in  Pomerania  againft  the  Swede,  who  began  nan 
to  throw  .off  the  mafk,  to  1  avage  the  country,  and  ix 
attack  fome  places  neceffary  for  their  quarters.  The 
money  likewifc  paid  that  court  from  France  at  Han^ 
burgh  had  been  fo  public  and  fo  avowed,  that  nooi 
further  doubted  of  a  fuddcn  and  open  rupture  from 
that  crown.  Whereupon  the  States  fent  to  monfeof 
Ehernftein  (then  Swedifh  ambaflador  at  the  Hagu^ 
and  who  would  have  kept  ftill  the  figure  of  a  medi^ 
tor)  to  put  in  no  more  memorials  to  the  States  upoi 
that  occafion ;  fince  they  could  not  receive  them  from  I 
minifter,  whofe  prince  had  openly,  and  without  caafc 
attacked  one  of  their  allies. 

At  this  time  arrived  an  ambaflador  from  Denmaik 
at  the  Hague,  to  try  what  advantages  his  mafter  couM 
make  of  this  prefent  conjunfture,  by  terms  of  enter- 
ing into  the  alliance  againft  France  and  Sweden.  An4 
all  things  being  thus  in  the  higheft  fermentation,  I 
fuddcn  damp  fell  upon  the  whole  mafs  of  thefe  grcai 
affairs  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  prince  of  Orange  -,  which 
fliewed  him  to  be  the  fpring  that  gave  motion  to  all 
the  other  wheels ;  for  while  his  illnefs  lafted,  and  the 
event  was  doubtful,  all  was  in  fufpenfe,  and  nope  d 
the  parties  engaged  feemed  to  have  other  motions  or 
fentiments  than  what  were  railed  by  the  hopes  or  fean 
of  fo  important  a  life.  After  fome  days  fever  it  pro* 
ved  the  fmall-pox,  which  had  been  very  fatal  in  his 
family,  and  gave  the  greater  apprehcnfions  to  his 
friends,  and  his  country,  who  cxprefted  indeed  a  ftrangt 
concernment  upon  this  occafion,  by  a  perpetual  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  enquire  after  every  minute's  progrcJ 
of  his  illnefs.  Whilil  it  lalled,  ho  had  taken  a  fanq 
hardly  toeat  or  drink  any  thing  but  what  came  from  m; 
houfe,  which  the  people  often  took  notice  of  as  it  paffed 
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nd  thcMjgh  perhaps  few  foreigners  have  had  the  .luck 
)  be  better  thought  of  or  uled  in  a  ftrange  country, 
lan  we  had  ever  been  in  Holland  ;  yet  feveral  of  our 
hitch  friends  told  us,  that,   in  cafe  any  thing  fatal 
qjpcned  to  die  prince  from  this  difcafe,  they  beheved 
le  people  would  pull  down  our  houfes,  and  tear  us 
I  in  pieces,  upon  knowing  what  he  took  in  his  fick- 
£  came  from  our  hands.     God  be  thanked  all  palled 
ihout  any  bad  accident,  though  ill  fymptoms  at  firft ; 
d  his  recovery,  next  to  the  bleffing  of  God,  was 
ring  to  the  great  evennefs  of  his  temper,   and  con* 
ncy  of  mind,   which  gave  way  to  no  imprellions 
imaginations  that  ufe  to  be  of  foill  conlcc^ucnce 
that  difeafe  j  fo  that  it  paflod  in  the  common  forms, 
d  within  twenty  days  he  was  abroad,  and  fell  into 
!  prefent  bufmcfs  of  the  fcene,    among  wliich  the 
sparation  for  the  campaign  was  the  chief. 
I  cannot  here  forbear  to  give  monfieur  Bentinck  the. 
irader  due  to  him,  of  the  bell  fcrvant  I  have  ever 
own  in  prince's  or  private  family.     He  tePAlcd  his 
iftcr,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  difcafe,  both 
^t  and  day  -,  nothing  he  took  wai  given  him,  nor 
ever  removed  in  his  bed,  by  any  oiher  hand ;  and 
t  prince  told  me,  that  whetht;r  he:  flcpt  cr  no  he 
iikl  not  tell,  but,  in  fixrecn  day.;  and  ni^lus,  he 
rer  called  once  tliat  he  was  not  anfv/cicd  by  nion- 
ur  Bentinck,  as  if  he  had   bcj^n  ;r.vake.     'i  he  i^iil 
ne  the  prince  v/as  well   enough  to   have  his   licad 
cncd  and  combed,  monfieur  Bentinck,  as  foon  as  it 
IS  done,  begged  of  his  mailer  to  give  him  leiive  to 
home,  for  he  was  able  to  lioki  \\\)  wo  lor.^vr  :  b.c* 
1  fo,  and   fell  immediately  fick  of  thu  iliii:::  difcilV, 
d  in  great  extremity  ;  but  recovered  juft  ioon  enough 
attend  his  mailer  into  the  neld,  wiierc  he  was  e\  er 
tx  his  perfon. 

The  campaign  happened  to  bjgia  laicr  \\\?jri  it  iifJ. 
do  on  the  French  fide  j  both  horn   the  expcdntit^n 
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what  the  princess  ficknefs  would  end  in,  and  \ 
Ibnie  commotions  fucceeding  one  another  about 
time  in  Guyenne  and  Britany,  upon  occafion  of  the 
poils  or  gabels,  which  drew  fome  of  the  French  f( 
into  thofe  parts.  But  when  thofe  troubles  were  en 
as  they  were  by  an  unuiual  flrain  of  lenity  and 
mency  in  compofing  them,  all  imaginable  endeav 
were  ufed  to  prepare  in  France  for  the  campaign : 
king  intended  to  attack  Flanders  at  the  head  ot  al 
choice  of  his  forces,  and  v/ith  the  greatcft  vigour 
imprefilon  he  could  make  this  year  upon  the  Spj 
Netherlands  -,  yet  the  king  pretended  to  be  but  a 
lunteer  in  the  ariny,  of  which  he  declared  the  pi 
of  Conde  gencraf,  whether  to  put  the  greatefl:  con 
ment  he  could  on  fo  .great  merit,  or  to  hinder  his 
ther  from  making  difficulty  of  afting  under 
prince's  orders.  And  monfieur  de  Turenne  was  t 
employed  in  Alface,  to  attend  and  amufe  as  muc 
he  could  the  German  army,  for  fear  of  giving  the 
too  much  diverfion  in  Flanders ;  and  this  with  o: 
to  acl  by  concert  with  count  Wrangel,  General  o 
Swedilh  forces  in  Pomerania,  who  gave  hopes  of  ms 
ing  fo  far  into  Germany  as  to  concert  his  aftion! 
at  lead  motions,  with  thofe  of  monfieur  de  Turt 
On  the  other  fide,  the  confederates  were  as  bufy  in 
provifions  againft  thefe  defigns.  The  elector  of  M 
was  drawn  to  throw  off  the  remainders  of  his  neui 
ty,  and  to  receive  the  Imperial  troops  into  his  to 
as  Strafburg  had  done  •,  and  practices  were  fct  on 
to  change  the  temper  of  the  court  of  Bavaria, 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  Montecuculi  prepared  to  come  d 
into  Alface  with  the  army  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
joining  circles  :  and  the  elefcor  of  Brandenburg  c 
to  the  Hague  after  the  prince  of  Orange's  illnefs,  w 
treaties  were  concluded  with  the  king  of  Denm*2 
minifttrs,  and  renewed  with  the  duke  of  Lunenb 
After  which  the  elcftor  went  immediately  awa; 
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Ac  relief  of  his  own  fubjeds  and  country,  then  in- 
vaded and  fpoiled  by  the  open  hoftility  of  the  Swediih 
fcrcfs.    Whilft  he  was  at  the  Hague,  the  compliments 
pafled  in  form  between  us,  but  without  vifit  or  inter- 
new,  though  the  eledor  defired  and  purfued  it  with 
more  inftance  than  1  well  underftood :  for  he  lent  his 
minifter  at  the  Hague  firlt  to  me,  and  aftenvards  en- 
caged the  prince  himfclf  to  endeavour  it,  by  finding 
F  IwM  expedient  in  the  difficulties  of  ceremony,  or  ehe 
by  prc^fmg  a  third  place.     But  the  French  ambafla- 
dors  having  taken  up  a  form  of  refufing  to  vifit  any 
defter,  unlefs  they  might  have  the  hand  given  them 
in  thofe  princes  houfes,  and  the  eledlors  having  never 
ooolented  to  it,  I  told  the  prince  I  could  not  go  lower 
tkui  the  French  ambafladors  did,  in  that  or  any  other 
point  5  and  that  meeting  in  a  third  place  would  look 
■be  a  fort  of  approving  the  refufal  made  by  the  elec- 
tors; and  fo  I  never  faw  this  prince  during  his  ftay  at 
die  Hague  -,  much  to  my  regret  becaufe  I  had  been 
prepolTeiled  of  many  qualities  very  cfteemable  in  him. 
■   In  the  mean  time,  how  ufelefs  loever  for  the  prefent, 
jet  the  forms  of  his  majefty's  mediation  went  on  :  af- 
ter it  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties,  the  firft  point 
^sn  came  to  be  confidered  on,  was  the  place  of  treaty  ; 
about  which  the  Swedes  could  not  furmount  the  diffi- 
Goitics  during  the  courfe  of  their  mediation.    The 
knie  of  Auftria  propofed  to  have  the  congrefs  in  fome 
«f  die  free  towns  of  the  Empire,  as  Franckfort,  Ham- 
hug,  Stralburg,  and  fome  others :  France  rcfuj'cd  ever 
to  come  into  any  town  of  the  Empire,  u})on  the  infults 
Aey  received  and  complained  of  fo  much  at  Cologne, 
in  die  fcizure  of  prince  William  of  Furftenburg,  and  a 

rt  fum  of  the  French  money  there  ;  but  offered,  at 
Cune  time,  to  come  and  treat  at  Breda,  though 
;  Uoi^;ing  to  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war ; 
ihich  they  would  make  pafs  for  a  great  condcfctnfion 
ml  tefiimony  of  that  king's  inclination  to  a  peace. 
Vol.  IL  X  Th^ 
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The  confederates,  on  the  other  fide,  would  not  hear 
of  Breda :  they  took  that  proportion  as  an  artifice,  firft:* 
to  ingratiate  with  the  States  beyond  the  reft  of  their 
allies ;  but  next,  which  was  the  point  of  importance, 
they  looked  upon  it  as  defigncd  to  carry  on  either  a 
feparate  treaty  with  the  States,   or,  at  leaft,  private 
nieafures  and  correfpondencies  with  feveral  towns  and 
perfons  of  thofe  provinces,  fo  as  to  induce  or  force  the 
States  at  laft  into  a  feparate  treaty  with  France,  upoo 
the  difficulties  or  delays  that  might  arife  in  a  jgqicnl 
one.     And  upon  this  point  the  allies  were  fo  jealous, 
that  the  States  deputies  of  the  foreign  committee,  who 
managed  all  thefe  affairs  in  the  firll  refort,  thought  it 
neceflary  to  feem  as  averle  againft  treating  in  any  of  L 
their  dominions,  as  any  of  the  allies.     Thus  all  pbh   ^ 
ces  in  Germany,  France,  and  the  Low-countraes,  feemed 
abiblutely  excluded  by  one  part  or  other ;  and  Londoo 
was  diOiked  by  all,  as  too  remote,    and  of  difficuh 
and  uncertain  commerce  for  letters,  by  reafon  of  the 
fea.     After  much  perplexity  upon  this  fubje£t,  ia  mi* 
ny  conferences  I  had  with  the  deputies,  and  difcouries 
with  the  Penfioner,  I  propoied  two  places  as  the  only  ^ 
I  could  think  of,  kit  for  any  auempt,  upon  all  dr* 
cumftances  :  the  firft  was  Cleves,  which  could  not  be 
faid  to  belong  to  the  Empire,  but  to  the  elefkor  of 
Brandenburg,  as  duke  of  Cleves,  and  not  as  a  priocs 
of  the  Empire.     The  other  was  Nimeguen,  as  being 
the  laft  town  belonging  to  the  States,  and  upon  the  \ 
borders  of  Germany,  Both  towns  capable  of  fuch  a  re^  * 
ception  as  was  neceffary,  both  in  good  air,  and  eafy  of  ^ 
accefs  from  all  parts,  centered  between  Spain  and  Swc-    * 
den,  between  the  Empire  and  France,  and  near  England,  ; 
where  the  fpring  ot  this  treaty  was  conceived  to  be. 
I  thought  France  might  not  diflike  Cleves,  even  upon    ''• 
thofe  regards  the  allies  fufpefted,  of  the  vicinity  to  the 
States ;  and  the  confederates  could  not  except  againft 
it,  as  belonging  to  one  of  them.    On  the  other  fide, 

I  if 
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if ihc  allies  approved  Cleves,  and  France  Ihould  refufe 

Bi  yet  they  could  not  afterwards  difapprove  of  Nime- 

gutti,  which  was  but  three  leagues  nearer  the  Hague  or 

itoiftcndam  (where  they  fufpefted  the  French  practices) 

ttd  disjoined  from  both  by  neceflary  pafTage  of  great 

livers,  which  made  the  commerce  more  difficult  and 

Anr  than  it  would  be  from  other  towns  of  the  States 

dominions.      Another  reafon  was,    that   I  knew  no 

DCher  to  name,  diat  did  not  leem  previoufly  excluded. 

&ad  upon  this  the  deputies  confented  that  I  ihould 

vopoie  both  to  the  king,  that  he  might  do  the  fame 

oall  the  parties  \  but  chat  I  (hould  begin  with  Cleves, 

fhich  I  did. 

This  France  refufed,  upon  pretence  of  fomc  depend- 
BCe  upon  the  Empire  -,  but,  as  was  thought,  upon  pique 
» the  duke  of  Brandenburg,  with  whom  they  were 
mt  offended  at  this  time  than  with  any  of  the  allies. 
Ifecr  this  refufal,  Nimeguen  being  advanced,  France 
irft  accepted  it,  and  afterwards  the  allies,  who  could 
OK  well  refufe  it,  after  having  expreflcd  they  would 
■ve  been  fatisfied  with  Cleves :  and  lb  this  place  came 
»  be  fixed  for  the  fcene  of  this  negotiation. 
But  ac  the  fame  time  that  France  accepted  the  place 
FcrcdUy,  they  declared,  that  they  would  not  however 
ad  any  ambaifadors  thither,  till  the  Emperor  had 
pen  them  farisfadtion  upon  the  two  points,  fo  long 
ifftBd  on,  ofprince  William  of  Furftenburg's  liberty, 
■d  reftitution  of  the  money  feized  at  Cologne,  which 
nstt  points  had  been  hitherto  as  obilinately  refufed  at 
nenna,  as  demanded  by  France ;  fo  as  thefe  paces  to- 
rards  a  peace  gained  at  prefcnt  very  little  ground,  but 
tft  way  tor  the  actions  and  fucceflfes  of  the  enfuing  cam- 
■igp,  to  determine  the  times,  the  methods,  and  con* 
Edons  of  their  pretended  treaty.  1 

The  French  began  their  aftion  by  the  fiege  of  Lim- 
Wa%,  with  one  part  of  their  army ;  whillt  the  king, 
neb  the  reft,  lay  encamped  in  a  poft  moft  iponvenienf 
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to  oppofe  any  attempt  of  relieving  it,  to  which  pan- 
pofe  the  prince  was  upon  his  march ;  but,  after  » 
Ihort  and  weak  refillance,  it  was  taken  before  he  could 
approach  it:  for,  befides  fome  delays  forced  by  his 
fickncfs,  he  began  here  to  feel  the  weight  that  hung 
about  him  in  all  the  courfe  of  this  war,  from  the  un- 
certain and  (low  marches  of  the  German  horfe,  and  the 
weaknefs  and  dilbrders  of  the  Spanifli  troc^s  -,  whid , 
were  neceffary  to  make  up  his  army  of  ftrcngth  to  op* 
jx)fe  that  of  France,  compofed  of  fuch  numbers,  fuch 
orave  and  experienced  troops,  and  under  fo  great  a  com- 
mander as  the  prince  of  Conde  and  fo  gallant  officers. 

After  the  taking  of  Limbourg,  the  French  and  con- 
federate armies  in  Flanders  fell  into  no  confiderabk 
afUon  or  attempt :  neither  daring  to  fit  down  before 
any  place  of  ftrength,  >yhilft  the  other  army  attended 
them,  and  was  ready  to  relieve  it ;  and  neither  feeming 
very  carneft  to  come  to  a  battle  (unlefs  with  evideni 
advantages)  upon  the  lofs  of  which  fo  great  confequcfr 
ces  feemed  to  depend,  as  the  French  entire  conquefl 
of  Flanders,  on  the  one  fide ;  or  the  confederates  march- 
ing diredlly  into  France,  on  the  other,  after  any  great 
viorory.  Befides,  they  feemed  to  be  amuled  by  dM 
expeftation  of  what  was  likely  to  pafs  in  Germany,  bod 
upon  the  Rhine  between  the  Imperialifts  and  French, 
and  in  Pomerania  between  the  Swede  and  Brandenburg; 
which,  without  new  fucceffes  in  the  Low-Countries 
were  like  to  decide,  in  a  great  meafurc,  the  fate  0 
this  war ;  whilft  the  confederates  equally  prefumed  o( 
their  fuccefles  in  AH'ace,  and  the  French  of  thofc  of  tb 
Swedes  in  the  north. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  king  of  France,  weai] 
of  a  dull  campaign,  left  the  army  to  the  prince  0 
Conde,  and  returned  with  his  court  to  Verfailles ;  and 
the  fame  n)onth,  his  inajefty,  feeing  the  negotiation! 
of  the  peace  laid  at  prefent  afleep,  fent  for  me  to  maki 
<«  fhort  turn  into  England,  and  give  an  account  of  al 

th< 


Memirsfrom  1^72  to  1679.  309 

)breryations  I  had  been  able  to  make  abroad  upon 
prcfent  difpofitions  and  conjunftures,  as  well  as 
tt  his  infmidtions  for  die  future  progrefs  of  his 
icion. 

le  parliament  in  England,  though  much  pleafed 
the  laft  peace  with  Holland,  yet  were  not  io  with 
ajefty's  defiresof  a  general  one.  They  thought 
>wer  of  France  too  great  fince  their  laft  conquefts 
nders :  and  their  ambition  too  declared,  of  ^tchie- 
t  by  one  means,  and  at  one  time  or  other.  They 
fufpicious  of  the  court's  favouring  too  much 
ncnch  defigns,  by  jpurfuing  a  peace  that  would  . 

fo  mighty  a  confederacy  as  was  now  united 
k  France.     They  were  jealous  of  the  counfels 

had  made  the  late  alliance  and  kindnefs  between 
I  France  in  the  time  of  the  late  cabal.  And  be- 
hcfe  regards,  and  the  common  notions  of  ba- 
g  the  power  of  our  neighbours,  which  were  ve- 
lular ;  the  ambitious  defigns  of  private,  but  un- 
Mr  alpiring  men,  fell  in  to  augment  and  blow 
\  general  ill  humours  upon  jche  more  public  ac* 

:  lord  Shaftfbury,  impatient  at  his  fall  from  (6 
I  Ihare  of  the  miniftry,  and  hoping  to  retrieve 
5  he  was  forced  to  give  over,  had  run  defperate- 

the  popular  humour,  both  in  parliament  and 
i[  cenfuring  the  court,  exclaiming  againft  our 
ity  to  France,  but  moft  of  all  againft  the  con- 
f  the  prefent  miniftry :  and  lord  Arlington  was 
igpd  at  the  growth  of  my  lord  Treafurer*s  cre- 
on  the  fall  of  his  own,  that  he  fell  in  with  the 
DO  humour  of  the  parliament,  in  fomenting 
ealoufies  and  pra6tices  in  the  houfe  of  cpmnKMis^ 
centered  in  a  meafurc  agreed  among  the  moft 
erable  of  them,  not  to  confent  to  give  the  king 
Doey,  whilft  the  prefent  lord  Trealurer  continued. 

thcfe  occafions  or  difpofitions  they  grew  very 
X  3  high 
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high  in  purfuing  the  lord  Lauderdale,  the  only  remain 

der  of  the  cabal  that  had  now  any  credit  left  at  coint 

and  they  preflcd  the  king  very  earneftly  to  recall  li 

the  Engliih  troops  in  the  French  fervice,  though  then 

was  a  greater  number  in  the  Dutch  :  but  befides,  the] 

fell  into  fo  great  diiScnfioiis  between  the  two  houfes 

raifed  upon  punctilious  difputes,    and  dedu6tions  c 

their  feveral  privileges  in  oppofition  to  one  anotha 

that  about  the  end  of  June  the  king  prorogued  then 

Upon  my  arrival  foon  after,  his  majefty,  telling  n 

the  feveral  reafons  that  had  moved  him  to  it,  fttk 

That  he  doubted  much,  while  the  war  lafted  abroad, 

would  give  occafion  or  pretence  for  thefe  heats  that  hi 

of  late  appeared  in  the  parliament,  and  make  him  vo 

uneafy  in  his  revenue,  which  fo  much  Heeded  their  a 

fiftance :  that  fome  of  the  warm  leaders  in  both  houl 

had  a  mind  to  engage  him  in  a  war  againft  Franc 

which  they  fhould  not  do  for  many  reafons  \  and,  ama 

die  reft,  becaufe  he  was  fure,  if  they  did,  they  wou 

leave  him  in  it,  and  make  ufe  of  it  to  ruin  his  minifta 

and  make  hitn  depend  upon  them  more  than  he  intendc 

or  any  king  would  defire.  But,  befides  all  this,  he  doul 

cd  an  impertinent  quarrel  between  my  lord  Treafai 

and  lord  Chamberlain  did  him  more  diflervice  in  t 

parliament  than  I  could  imagine  :  for  the  laft  did  t 

^are  what  harm  he  did  his  bufinefs  there,  fo  he  coi 

hope  to  ruin  my  lord  Treafurer  •,  and  had  perfuadc< 

great  many  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  this  woi 

certainly  be  compaflcd  if  they  were  ftanch  and  declaj 

in  giving  no  money  during  his  miniftry  :  that  he  kn 

they  were  both  my  friends,  and   therefore  dcfired 

Would  try  to  reconcile  them  while  1  ftaid  in  Englai 

I  endeavoured  it,  but  failed  :    my  lord  Danby  % 

very  inclinable,  being  fo  potted  as  to  defire  only 

continue  where  he  was,  and  that  the  king's  bufir 

might  go  well  in  his  hands ;  but  my  lord  Arlingi 

Was  fo  uneafy  in  the  pofture  he  ftood,  which  he  at 

bu 
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ed  chiefly  to  my  lord  Treafurer*s  prefent  great- 
,  that  he  was  luitreatable  upon  this  fubjedi: :  fo, 
n  I  found  the  wound  was  too  much  rankled  to 
nired,  I  gave  it  over,  telling  each  of  them,  that, 
:  I  could  not  make  them  friends,  I  would  at  leaft 
with  them  both  as  if  they  were  fo  -,  and  defired 
1  not  to  expcft  I  fhould  facrifice  one  friend  to  ano- 
My  lord  Treafurer  was  content  with  this  frank- 
but  lord  Arlington  could  not  bear  this  neither, 
f  dry  from  this  time,  and  iliff  in  all  that  pafled  be- 
D  us,  (till  mingling  little  reproaches  or  touches  of 
jrcatncfs  with  the  other;  and  grew  fo  weary  of  the 
\  at  court,  where  he  found  himielf  left  out,  that 
cnt  into  the  country  for  the  reft  of  the  fummer. 
bus  the  leeds  of  difcontents,  that  had  been  fown 
le  parliament  under  the  counfels  of  the  cabal,  be- 
to  fpring  faft,  and  root  deep,  after  their  power 
influence  was  wholly  at  an  end ;  and  thofe  heats 
under  other  covers  fomented  by  two  of  the  chief 
compofed  that  miniftry,  and  with  help  of  time 
accident  grew  to  fuch  flames  as  have  Hnce  ap- 
■d.  But  whatever  began  or  increafed  them,  it  is 
in  thefe  agitations  in  England  had  great  effeA  up- 
lioie  of  the  war  and  peace  abroad  :  for  the  con- 
ges were  confident,  that  the  humour  of  the  par- 
ent and  people  would  at  laft  eneage  the  king  in 
•  quarrel,  which  they  knew  would  force  France  to 
a  peace  as  they  defired  :  and  Spain  was  fo  prefum- 
that  England  would  not  fuifer  the  lofs  of  Flanders, 
they  grew  carelels  of  its  defence,  or  of  thofe 
IS  and  fupplies  that  were  necefTary  to  it ;  truft- 
fiar  the  prefent  to  the  Dutch  to  preferve  it,  and  to 
king  hereafter  whenever  he  fhould  find  it  more 
anger.  And  thefe  confiderations  made  the  allies 
inclinable  to  a  peace,  which  they  might  have  had 
mer  the  following  winter,  than  ever  it  fell  after- 
os  to  their  fharc,  by  revolutions  that  were  not  fore- 
X  4  fcen. 
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feen,  but  yet  fuch  as  were  fufpedted  at  this  time,  by 
thofe  that  knew  the  wcaknefs  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
divifions  of  the  Imperial  court. 

While  I  (laid  in  England,  which  was  about  fir 
ts^ecks,  the  news  came  of  a  great  infurreftion  in  Bri- 
tany,  which  with  the  numbers,  and  rage  it  began, 
might  have  proved  of  ill  confequencc  to  the  French  af- 
fairs, if  it  had  met  with  a  head  anfwerable  to  the  bo- 
dy ;  but  being  com{X)fed  of  a  fcum  of  the  mean  people, 
that  hated  and  fpoilcd  the  noblefie  of  the  province, 
it  was,  by  fair  means  partly,  and  by  foul,  in  a  little 
time  appeafed.  The  blow,  which  was  much  more 
confiderable  to  France,  than  the  lofs  of  provinces 
would  have  been,  was  the  death  of  monfieur  Tu- 
renne,  the  news  whereof  came  to  court  about  the  fame 
time.  This  great  captain  had  for  three  months  to- 
gether kept  the  Imperial  army  at  a  bay  on  the  other 
fide  the  Rhine ;  refolved  not  to  fight  unlefs  with  Ac 
greateft  advantage,  his  point  being  to  binder  the  Ger- 
man forces  from  befieging  Philipfburg,  from  pofting 
themfelves  in  the  towns  of  Alface,  but  chiefly  from  en- 
tering iato  Lorrain,  or  the  county  of  Burgundy :  all 
thefe  he  performed ;  but  being  prefled  by  the  Impcri- 
alifts,  and  ftraitened  in  his  quarters,  he  fufiered  much 
by  want  of  provifions,  and  found  his  army  diminiih- 
ed  by  ficknefs  and  dcfertion,  which  ufe  to  follow  that 
condition.  At  laft,  being  neceflTitated  for  want  of  fo- 
rage to  force  a  poft  of  the  enemies  that  ftraitened  him 
moft,  a  warm  fkirmifh  b^an,  and  with  lofs  to  the 
French,  who  were  galled  with  two  pieces  of  cannon 
raifed  upon  an  eminence,  and  playing  upon  them  with 
advantage.  Monfieur  Turenne  refolved  to  raife  a 
battery  to  difmount  them  ;  and  going  with  St.  Hilairc, 
a  Licutenant-General,  to  chufe  a  place  the  moft  con- 
venient for  it,  the  two  fmall  pieces  from  the  Imperial 
fide  fired  at  them  almoft  together ;  one  of  the  bullets 
wounded  St.  Hilaire  in  the  (houlder ;  and  the  other, 
I  after 
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dter  two  or  three  bounds  upon  the  ground,  ftruck 

monfieur  Turennc  upon  the   breaft,    and,    without 

iny  apparent  wound  more  than  the  contulion,  laid 

him  dead  upon  the  place,  and  by  fuch  a  death  as  Casfar 

ufed   to  wifh  for,  unexpe£ted,  fudden,  and  without 

rain.     The  aAonifhrnent   was    unfpeakable    in    the 

French  camp  upon  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  General ;  the 

prefumpdon  as  great  in  that  of  the  Imperialifts,  who 

reckoned  upon  themfelves  as  maflers  of  the  whole 

French  army,  that  was  flraitened  between  them  and  the 

Rhine,  in  want,  difeafed,  and  above  all  difcour^ed 

by  the  lofs  of  their  captain.     All  others  had  the  fame 

czpe6tation  upon  this  news,  but  all  were  diiappointed ; 

and  monfieur  de  Loi^es,  taking  the  command  of  the 

army,  had  the  honour  of  making  a  retreat  that  was 

irorth  a  viftory  5  and,  by  the  force  of  order  and  con- 

du^  with  the  bravery  of  the  Englifh  troops,  who 

made  fuch  bold  (lands  in  feveral  places  that  they  could 

DOC  be  broken  till  moft  of  the  army  were  marched  off, 

he  pafled  the  Rhine  in  fight  of  part  of  the  Imperial 

army,  and  encamped  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  in  fafe- 

ty;  and  fo  preferved  it  till  the  prince  of  Conde  was 

fent  in  hafte  out  of  Flanders,  with  a  great  enforcement, 

to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  Impcrialifts  in  Alface. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eleftor  of  Brandenburg,  draw- 
ing his  forces,  with  fome  Imperialifls  out  oi  Silefia, 
together,  fell  upon  the  Swedes  in  Pomerania  with  that 
bravery  and  fuccefs,  that  he  foon  beat  them  out  of  his 
part  of  the  country,  and  purfued  them  into  their  own. 
He  had  an  interview  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  who 
was  now  entered  into  the  interefts  of  the  confederates, 
and  relblvcd  to  declare  war  againft  Sweden  ;  and  to 
that  end  took  his  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Branden- 
burg how  to  purfue  it  with  the  beft  advantage  the  reft 
of  the  feafon. 

When  the  prince  of  Conde  left  Flanders,  to  fucceed 
jnonfieur  Turenne  in  Allace,  the  duke  of  Luxem- 

burg 
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burg  commanded  the  army  in  Flanders ;  but  with  or- 
ders not  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  only  to  obferve  the 
prince  of  Orange's  motions,  and  to  cover  any  town 
that  was  like  to  be  endangered ;  which  he  pertormed 
fo  well,  that  no  further  aftion  pafled  this  fummcr,  bc- 
fides  the  prince's  taking  and  razing  of  Binch.  But, 
to  make  amends  for  the  unaftiveneis  of  the  campaign 
in  Flanders,  the  confederates,  by  concert  on  all  fides, 
fell  upon  an  enterprife  of  great  iclaty  and  of  great- 
er confeqUence,  which  was  the  fiege  of  Triers.  The 
Imperialifts  were  bent  upon  it,  to  open  a  pafTage  that 
Way  into  France,  finding  fo  much  oppofition  in  their 
defigns  of  it  by  Alface :  the  Spaniaitis  defired  it^  to 
make  way  for  their  fuccouring  Luxemburg  whenever  it 
fhould  be  prefied,  which  was  of  the  lafi:  importance  to 
them :  the  duke  of  Lorrain  was  violently  for  it,  in 
hopes  of  finding  a  way  open  for  liis  entrance  into  Lor- 
rain :  the  prince  Palatine  thought  it  the  beft  prepara- 
tion for  befieging  and  carrying  Philiplbui^,  which  was 
the  thorn  in  his  fide.  So  all  thefe  joined  part  of  their 
troops  together,  with  fome  of  the  elector  of  Triers's, 
and  a  body  of  Lunenburg  forces  under  the  dukes  of 
Zell  and  Ofnaburg,  and  iat  down  before  Triers. 

The  marfhal  dc  Crequi  gathered  all  the  forces  be 
could  out  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  made 
up  a  ftrong  army  to  relieve  it.  The  confederates  left 
part  of  theirs  to  maintain  their  retrenchments  about 
the  town,  and  marched  with  the  refl  againfl  monfieur 
de  Crequi,  pailed  a  river  in  his  fight,  attacked  him, 
beat  him  out  of  the  field  with  great  (laughter,  many 
prifoners,  and  fuch  a  difperfion  of  the  reft,  that  the 
whole  army  feemed  to  have  vaniihed  in  one  day ;  and 
monfieur  de  Crequi  got  into  Triers  with  four  or  five 
only  in  company  :  there  he  made  a  defperate  refiftancc 
for  near  a  month  againft  the  vidlorious  army,  with  great 
honour  and  lofs  among  the  Englifh  troops  that  were  in 
the  town,  and  without  any  hopes  of  relief ;  nor  would 

he 
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he  ever  capitulate,  after  all  the  extremities  he  was  re- 
duced to  by  the  forms  of  a  fiege,   till  the  garrifbn 
mutinied  againft  his  obftinacy,  capitulated  for  them-^ 
felves,  and  delivered  up  monficur  de  Crequi  and  moft 
of  the  officers  prifoners  to  the  Germans.  The  dukes 
of  Lunenbum  had  great  honour  in  this  adion,  and  the 
dd  duke  of  Lorrain  s  and  indeed  it  was  one  of  the 
moft  vigorous  that  fucceeded  in  die  whole  courfe  of 
the  war,  and  carried  the  completeft  vidtory,  as  well 
as  a  very  confiderable  town :  and  the  honour  of  it  was 
very  much  due  to  the  marquis  de  Grana,  who  com- 
fnanded  the  Emperor's  forces  there,  and  was  cfteem- 
ed  CO  have  laid  the  firft  defign,  to  have  concerted  the 
fcvcral  parts  of  it,  engaged  the  feveral  parries  to  re- 
folvc  upon  the  fame  adventure,  and  kept  them  firm  in 
it  till  it  was  atchieved.     The  lofs  of  men  was  very 
great  on  the  French  fide,  both  in  the  fight  and  the  fiege ; 
and,  added  to  monfieur  Turenne's  death,   and  the 
imprefiion  expected  upon  it  on  that  fide  from  the  count 
de  Montecuculi,  with  the  lofs  of  the  Swedes,  made 
fo  great  a  change  in  the  appearance  of  ajB^n,  that 
his  majefty,  in  a  letter  to  me,  in  September,  afi:er  my 
return  to  the  Hague,  bid  me  ufe  it  as  an  argument  to 
induce  the  prince  of  Orange  to  be  eal'y  in  the  bufinefs 
of  a  peace  -,  that  it  was  now  time  for  him  to  begin  to 
apprehend  again  the  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
inftead  of  that  of  France.     It  was  indeed  expefted,  that 
the  Imperialifts  in  Alfaoe  would  either  enter  into  Lor- 
rain, or  at  leaft  would  take  the  chief  towns  of  Alface, 
and  poft  themfelves  fo  the  following  winter,  as  to  be 
ready  for  fuch  an  enterprife  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  fpring  -,  and  the  count  de  Montecuculi  befieged 
firft  Haguenau,  and  afterwards  Zaberne,  which  were 
the  moft  confiderable  places,  to  that  end.     But,  after 
Haguenau  had  offered  to  furrender  upon  conditions, 
he  rofe  with  his  army  to  fight  the  prince  of  Conde, 
who  made  a  motion  with  his  army  as  if  he  intended 

to 
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to  relieve  it ;  but  fo  ordered  it,  as  the  Germans  failed 
both  of  the  battle  and  the  town.  It  was  never  com- 
prehended how  Montecuculi  afterwards  came  to  rife  erf 
a  fudden  from  the  fiege  of  Zabeme :  fome  faid,  it 
was  upon  aa  exprefs  order  from  Vienna  the  night  be- 
fore •,  others,  widi  defign  of  fighting  the  French  army, 
or  befieging  Philipfburg;  but  neither  happened  :  and, 
which  was  worfe  than  all,  he  ended  the  campaign  with 
paffing  back  his  whole  army  dver  the  Rhine,  and 
leaving  Alface  wholly  in  the  pofTefiion  and  at  the  mercy 
of  the  French  troops.  Nor  have  I  ever  known  any  ac- 
tion of  fuch  public  concern,  fo  unaccountable  as  this 
retreat ;  fince  it  is  hard  to  fufpeft  either  corruption  or 
court -fadbion  fhould  go  {o  far,  though  both  were  ac- 
cufed  of  having  part  in  this  great  and  almoft  decifive 
event* 

The  rcfentment  of  it  was  thought  to  have  broke 
the  old  duke  of  Lorrain's  heart,  who  died  about  this 
time,  and  left  prince  Charles,  his  nephew,  the  fuccef- 
lion  to  that  dutchy.  No  prince  had  met  with  mxxt 
misfortunes  than  this  duke,  nor  had  felt  them  lefs» 
or  given  greater  teftimony  of  what  philofophy  teach- 
es, that  me  good  or  ill  of  men's  lives  comes  more 
from  their  humours  than  their  fortunes.  He  was  ex- 
pelled that  noble  and  lovely  dutchy  by  the  arms  of 
France  in  cardinal  Ridielieu*s  time :  forced  to  go  into 
the  Spanifh  fervice  in  Flanders  with  a  body  of  Lorrain- 
crs  that  would  follow  his  fortune  whatever  it  was; 
ffanggled  with  want  of  pay  to  his  troops,  with  jealou- 
fy  and  ill  ufage  of  the  Spanifh  governors ;  was  feized 
and  imprifoned  by  that  crown-,  reftored  to  a  fhattered 
pofiefTion  of  Lorrain  by  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees ;  and 
in  the  year  1670  forced  to  efcape  by  night,  and 
almofl  alone,  by  a  fudden  furprize  of  the  French  troops, 
in  the  height  and  fecurity  of^  peace :  after  this  he  never 
had  a  home  any  more  for  the  refl  of  his  life,  which 
was  fpent  in  fuing  for  proteftion  and  relief  from  the 
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feveral  princes  of  Chriftendom,  who  refented  the  in- 
juftice  of  his  cafe,  which  none  pretended  to  defend, 
but  yet  none  to  concern  themfelves  in  it,  till  upon 
the  laft  war  he  fell  into  his  Ihare  of  the  confederacy, 
with  the  weight  of  two  or  diree  thoufand  Lorrainers 
that  (till  followed  his  fortune,  and  entered  jpto  leagues 
inth  the  Emperor  and  mod  of  the  allies  for  his  refti- 
tudon.  He  feemed  not  to  deferve  the  fortune  of  a 
prince,  only  becaufe  he  feemed  not  to  care  for  it,  to 
hate  the  conftraints  and  ceremonies  that  belonged  to 
it,  and  to  value  no  pleafures  in  life  but  the  mod  na- 
tural and  moft  eafy ;  and,  while  he  had  them,  was 
never  out  of  humour  for  wanting  the  reft ;  generous 
to  his  fervants  and  foldiers  when  he  had  it  *,  and,  when 
he  wanted,  endeavouring  to  make  it  up  by  the  liber- 
tics  he  gave  them ;  very  much  beloved  and  familiar 
among  both :  and,  to  mve  his  picture  by  a  fmall  trait, 
one  of  his  minifters  told  me,  That,  not  long  before  he 
died,  all  his  family  was  a  gendeman  of  the  horfe  (as 
he  was  called)  another  of  his  chamber,  and  a  boy  that 
looked  to  a  little  nag  he  ufed  to  ride :  one  day  he  cal- 
led for  his  horfe ;  the  two  firft  told  him,  the  boy  was 
not  to  be  found  •,  he  bid  them  however  get  him  his 
horfe  :  they  could  not  agree  which  of  them  fliould  go 
ind  faddle  him ;  till  the  duke  bid  them  go,  and  one 
or  t'other  of  them  do  it,  or  elfe  he  fwore  he  would  go 
down  and  faddle  his  horle  himfelf :  they  were  alhamcd, 
and  'twas  done. 

About  the  fame  time  died  at  the  Hague  the  old  prini- 
cefs-dowager  of  Orange-,  a  woman  of  the  moft  wit 
and  good  fenfe,  in  general,  that  I  have  known  ;  and 
who  had  thereby  a  great  part  in  forming  the  race  of 
the  prince,  and  the  mighty  improvement  it  received 
from  three  very  extraordinary-  women,  as  well  as  three 
ib  great  men  in  the  laft  delcents.  None  has  fliewed 
more  the  force  of  order  and  oeconomy  than  this  prin- 
cefe;  who  with  fmall  revenues,   never  above  twelve 
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thoufand  pounds  a-year  fince  her  hufband's  death,  Iiv<» 
cd  always  in  as  great  plenty,  and-^more  curiouihefs 
and  elegance,  than  is  ieen  in  many  greater  courts. 
Among  other  pieces  of  grcatnefs,  Ihc  was  conftandy 
(erved  all  in  gold  plate,  which  went  fo  far  as  to  great 
botdes  ibi^  water,  and  a  great  cifiem  for  bottles,  to 
the  key  of  her  clofet,  and  every  thing  of  that  kind  (he 
ufually  touched;  which  I  mention,  becaufe  I  think 
it  is  what  the  greatefl:  kings  of  Chriftendom  have 
not  pretended  to,  nor  any  I  have  heard  of  on  this  fide 
Perfia. 

In  November  this  year  happened  a  ftorm  at  North- 
Weft,  witfi  a  fpring  tide,  fo  violent,  as  gave  appre- 
henfions  of  fome  lofs  irrecoverable  to  the  province  of 
Holland,  and,  by  fcveral  ^weaches  in  the  great  digue 
near  Enchuyfen,  and  others  between  Amfterdam  and 
Haerlem,  made  way  for  fuch  inundations  a$  had  not  been 
feen  before  by  any  man  then  alive,  and  filled  the  coun- 
try with  many  relations  of  moft  deplorable  events. 
But  the  incredible  diligence  and  unanimous  endeavours 
of  the  people,  upon  fuch  occafions,  gave  a  ftop  to 
the  fury  of  that  element,  and  made  way  for  recover- 
ing next  year  all  the  lands,  though  not  the  people, 
cattle,  and  houfes,  that  had  been  loft 

Before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Danes  took  Wifmar 
from  the  Swedes,  and,  by  an  open  war,  thoie  two 
crowns  came  to  be  engaged  in  the  common  quarrel : 
and,  after  a  great  expeftation  of  fome  extraordinary 
fuccefles  in  the  Spanifh  aflFairs  from  Don  John's  intended 
expedition  into  Italy,  to  command  all  the  forces  and 

Provinces  of  that  crown  both  there  and  in  Sicily,  when 
e  was  ready  to  go  and  meet  De  Ruyter  at  Barcelona, 
who  attended  him  there  with  tlie  Dutch  fleet  defigned 
for  Meffina,  he  was,  by  a  court-intrigue,  recalled  to 
Madrid :  the  king  was  then  arrived  in  his  fourteenth 
year,  and  took  upon  him  the  government,  as  now  in 
majority ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  fome  near  him  in  fa- 

vour. 
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vour,  writ  a  letter  to  Don  John  to  Jhvite  him  to  court 
to  aflift  him  in  the^overnment :  he  obeyed,  but  Itaid 
not  there  above  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  till,  by 
the  credit  and  authority  of  the  queen  mother,  he  was 
forced  to  quit  his  ground  there,  and  return  to  Sara* 
gofla.  And  fo  vanilhed  a  mighty  expedation  that  had 
been  railed  in  Spain,  and  other  places,  of  great  effcdls 
that  were  to  follow  this  prince's  coming  to  the  admi- 
niftranon  of  affairs ;  and  very  great  fums  of  money 
were  wholly  loft,  that  had  been  employed  in  the  prc-^ 
parations  of  his  journey  and  equipage  ibr  Italy.  And 
Sicily  was  left  almoft  hopelefs  of  recovery,  from  the 
fucceflcs  of  the  French,  who  had  taken  many  poftt 
about  Medina,  and  threatned  many  more ;  and  other 
towns  were  feared  to  follow  the  example  of  that  great 
revolt. 

After  the  prince's  return  from  the  campaign  to  the 
Hague,  in  Oftober,  1  had  feveral  conferences  with  him 
upon  the  fubjecl  of  the  peace,  and  the  terms  that  both 
his  majefty  and  the  States  might  think  reafonable  be- 
tween France  and  Spain,  and  both  thofe  crowns  be  in 
any  probability  of  confenting to.  Ihat,  which  France 
pretended,  was  the  terms  of  the  peace  of  Aix,  and 
retaining  the  covanty  of  Burgundy  which  had  been  fince 
oxiquered  -,  or  if  either  this  province,  or  fome  of  the 
moft  important  frontier- towns  of  Flanders,  (hould  be 
reftored,  then  an  equivalent  to  be  made  them  for  fuch 
reftiturion.  The  Spaniards  talked  of  nothing  lefs  than 
the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees ;  and  that  they  would  rather 
lofe  the  reft  of  Flanders  by  the  war,  than  part  with 
Burgundy  by  the  peace  ;  and  faid,  both  the  Icing  and 
Ac  States  were  as  much  concerned  in  Flanders,  as  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  had  the  fame  intereft  to  fee  it 
hfe  by  a  war  or  a  peace,  which  could  not  be  by  fuch 
a  fh>ntier  as  was  left  by  that  of  Aix. 

That  which  my  lord  Arlington  had  propofcd  to  the 
Prince  and  Fenfioncr,  and  which  pafifed  for  his  maje- 
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fly*s  fentiment,  tlfough  he  pretended  no  orders,  wat 
the  terms  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  :  but,  jp  regard  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  for  the  Spaniards  to  have  a  better  frontier  in 
Flanders  than  was  left  by  that  peace.  That  the  French 
fhould  give  up  Aeth,  and  Charleroy,  and  Oudenarde, 
for  Aire  and  St.  Omer  :  and  that,  if  they  parted  with 
the  county  of  Burgundy,  it  (hould  be  for  fomethlng  in 
exchange.  His  majefty  commanded  me  to  affure  the 
prince,  that  if  a  peace  could  be  made  upon  thefe  terms, 
or  any  fo  near  them  that  he  might  hope  to  obtain  the 
confent  of  France,  his  majefty,  for  the  fecuritjrof  Flan- 
ders, would  give  his  own  guaranty  to  the  peace,  and 
enter  into  the  ftridteft  alliance  the  States  could  defire 
for  preferving  it,  or  defending  Flanders  in  cafe  of  a 
new  rupture.  He  bid  me  further  aflure  the  prince, 
that  for  his  patrimonial  lands  in  Burgundy  (which  were 
about  eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  lordfhips  of 
the  greateft  royalty  in  that  county)  he  would  under- 
take for  his  fecure  poffefling  them,  though  that  county 
fhould  remain  in  the  French  hands ;  or  for  felling  them 
to  that  king,  and  at  what  price  the  prince  himfelf 
could  think  fit  to  value  them. 

The  prince's  anfwcr  was.  That  for  his  own  part  he 
could  be  very  well  content  to  leave  the  terms  of  a 
peace  to  his  majefty  himfelf,  and  believed  the  States 
would  do  fo  too-,  but  they  were  both  engaged  by 
treaty  and  honour  to  their  allies,  and  there  was  no 
thought  of  making  peace  without  them  :  that  he  be- 
lieved the  Spaniards  might  be  perfuaded  to  it  upon  the 
terms  of  Aix,  with  reftitution  only  of  Aeth,  Charle- 
roy, and  Oudenarde,  towards  compofing  fome  kind  of 
ncceflary  frontier  on  that  fide  ;  but  to  part  with  Aire 
and  St.  Omer,  without  any  further  and  greater  ex- 
change, he  believed  they  would  not  in  the  prefent 
pofture  of  things :  that  for  France  retaining  the  coun^ 
ty  of  Burgundy,  as  conquered  in  this  laft  war,  he  was 
fure  neither  Spain  nor  the  Emperor  would  ever  con- 
fent 
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fcnt  to  it,  unlefs  they  were  beaten  into  it  by  difafters 
they  had  no  reafon  to  exped: ;  though,  for  his  own 
part,  he  Ihould  be  content  with  it,  provided  the  French 
would  rcftore  1  ournay,  Courtray,  Lifle,  and  Doway, 
with  their  dependencies,  to  the  Spaniards,  in  lieu  oi  it ; 
becaufe  by  that  means  Flanders  would  have  a  fecure 
frontier  on  that  fide,  and  a  reafonable  good  one  by 
Aeth  and  Charleroy  on  the  other  ;  and  the  lecurity  of 
Flanders  was  the  chief  interefl  of  the  States  upon  the 
peace  :  that,  for  himfelf,  he  thanked  his  majefty  for 
his  offer,  as  10  his  lands  in  Burgundy  ;  but  they  never 
came  into  his  thought  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace,  nor 
ihould  ever  hinder  it ;   but,  on  the  other  fide,  he  would 
be  content  to  lofe  them  all,  to  gain  one  good  town  more 
for  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders. 

When  I  put  him  in  mind,  as  the  king  ordered  me,' 
of  the  apprehenfions  he  and  the  States  might  have  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  if  their  fuccefles 
continued ;  he  told  me,  There  was  no  need  of  that,  till 
they  (hould  go  beyond  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees :  when- 
ever that  fhould  happen,  he  fhould  be  as  much  a  French- 
man as  he  was  now  a  Spaniard  -,  but  not  before.  He 
ended,  in  defiring  that  whatever  plan  his  majefly  thought 
fit  to  propofc  for  a  peace,  he  would  do  it  at  the  con- 
gitfs  at  Nimeguen  •,  for  the  number  and  variety  of 
pretenfions  and  interefts  were  grown  fo  great,  by  all 
the  parties  now  engaged  in  the  war,  that  it  could  not 
be  done  in  any  other  place  ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  could 
never  confent  to  any  treaty  feparate  from  his  allies  : 
that  he  believed  they  would  be  reafonable ;  and,  if 
France  would  be  fo  too,  the  peace  might  be  made  ; 
if  not,  perhaps  another  campaign  might  bring  them 
to  reafon  •,  and  that  this  might  have  done  it,  if  fome 
differences  between  him  and  the  Spaniards,  in  the  actions 
propofed,  had  not  hindered  the  fucceffes  they  hoped 
for  in  Flanders,  and  if  Montecuculi's  impatience  to  be 
at  Vienna,  and  pafs  the  winter  there,  upon  the  fac- 
VoL.  II.  Y  tions 


322  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

tions  ftirring  at  court,  had  not  made  him  repafs  the 
Rhine,  and  take  his  winter-quarters  in  the  circles  of  the 
Empire  there,  becaufe,  if  he  had  done  it  in  Alface,  he 
doubted  his  prefence  with  the  army  might  be  thought 
neceffary. 

After  this  conference,  and  no  return  from  his  ma- 
jefty  to  the  account  I  gave  him  of  it,  the  difcourie 
ceafed  of  private  mealiires  to  be  agreed  to  between  his 
majefty  and  the  prince  and  ftates,  for  promoting  a 
peace  \  and  all  thoughts  began  now  to  turn  upon 
forming  the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen. 

I  had  another  teftimony  given  me  of  the  firmnels 
I  had  always  found  in  the  prince  upon  die  fubjecb  of 
the  peace,  by  what  one  of  the  Spanilh  minifters  told 
me  nad  lately  pafled  between  him  and  the  duke  de 
YilU  Hermola.  His  highnefs  had  a  long  pretence  de- 
pending at  Madrid,  for  about  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  owing  to  his  family  from  that  crown  fince  the 
pe^e  of  Munftcr.  It  had  ever  been  delayed,  though 
never  rcfiifed  5  an  agent  from  the  Prince  had  of  late 
very  much  prefled  the  queen  regent  of  Spain  upon 
this  fubjeft,  and  with  much  ado  had  obtained  an  order 
for  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  bills  were  put  into  his 
.  hands  by  the  minifters  there,  which,  when  they  arrived 
in  Flanders,  inftead  of  being  paid,  were  protefted* 
The  duke  de  Villa  Hermofa  was  fo  afliam^  of  this 
treatment,  that  he  fent  a  perfon  purpofely  to  excufe  it 
to  the  prince,  and  afliire  him  the  fault  was  not  in  the 
queen  nor  minifters,  but  only  in  the  choice  of  hands 
by  which  it  was  tranfmitted,  and  defu^  his  high- 
Bels  would  not  take  it  ill  of  the  queen.  The  prince 
anfwered,  "  No,  not  at  all  ;  on  the  other  fide  I  have 
*'  reafon  to  take  it  well  of  the  queen  •,  for,  if  ftie  did  not 
♦*  think  me  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world,  (he  would 
^'  not  ufe  me  fo ;  however,  nothing  of  this  kind  (hall 
^*  hinder  me  from  doing  what  I  owe  to  my  allies,  or 
"  to  my  honour." 

Notwithfhmding 
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Notwithftanding  all  I  had  written  from  the  prince  to 
his  majefty  upon  this  ilibjedt,  yet  my  lord  Arlington, 
upon  pretended  intelligence  from  his  relations  in  Hol- 
land, endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  that  he  knew  not 
the  prince's  mind  for  want  of  fome  body  that  had 
more  credit  with  him  than  I  had  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  purfued  the  prince  by  letters,  to  defire  the 
king  to  fend  over  fome  fuch  perfon  as  he  might  treat 
with  in  the  laft  confidence  upon  all  matters  between 
them.  The  prince  fhewed  me  his  letters,  and  bid  me 
afllire  the  king  and  my  lord  treafurer,  that  he  could 
fay  no  more  than  he  had  done  to  me,  and  would  not 
fay  fo  much  to  any  other  man.  However,  my  lord 
Arlington,  upon  the  former  fuggeftions,  prevailed  with 
the  king  to  fend  over  fir  Gabriel  Silvias  inftrufted 
to  know  the  bottom  of  the  prince's  mind  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  the  peace,  before  the  campaign  began.  He 
acquainted  the  prince  with  this  rcfolution,  and  that 
he  was  a  perfon  they  knew  his  higlinefs  would  truft  : 
the  prince  fhewed  me  this  letter  too,  and  faid,  he  knew 
not  what  he  meant ;  that  lord  Arlington  knew  as  well 
as  any  man  how  far  he  trufted  both  lir  Gabriel  Silvius 
and  me.  This  good  ufago  ended  all  correfpondence 
between  lord  Arlington  and  me,  which  had  lafted  by 
letters  to  this  time,  tho'jgh  coldly  fince  my  being  laft  in 
England.  But  upon  fir  Gabriel  Silvius's  coming  to  the 
Hague  in  January,  and  my  preparation  to  go  forNime- 
guen,  I  ended  that  fcent ;  having  not  learned  enough 
of  the  age,  nor  the  court  I  lived  in,  to  aft  an  unfmcerc 
part  either  in  fricndfhip  or  in  love. 

When  fir  Gabriel  came  to  the  Hague,  he  pafTed  for 
a  man  of  Ibme  great  intrigue,  was  perpetually  at  court, 
or  in  converfation  and  vifits  v/ith  the  perlbns  near  the 

i>»ince  or  moft  employed  in  the  State.  But  he  and 
ord  Arlington  were  foon  fatisfied  to  how  good  purpofe 
he  came  over  ;  for  the  prince,  who  is  the  fincereft 
man  in  the  world,    hating  all  tricks,  and  thofe  that 
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life  them,  gave  him  no  mark  of  the  leaft  confidence 
while  he  (laid,  and  fent  him  away  with  a  very  plairt 
one  of  the  contrary,  by  trufting  another  hand  with 
all  he  writ  of  confequence  into  England,  before  he 
went  into  the  field.  The  truth  is,  the  prince  took 
this  journey  of  his  to  have  been  defigned  by  my  lord 
Arlington,  both  out  of  fpite  to  me,  and  to  give  jea- 
loufics  to  the  confederates,  by  the  fufpicion  of  fome- 
thing  in  agitation  between  the  king  and  the  prince  that  I 
was  not  thought  fit  to  be  trufted  with.  And  indeed 
feveral  of  their  mir.ifters  at  the  Hague  were  apt  to  fall 
into  fuch  furmifes  ;  but  monfieur  de  Lyra,  a  Spanilh 
minifter,  a  perfon  much  credited  in  his  own  court, 
and  much  in  the  prince's  confidence,  was  ever  firm  in 
the  belief  of  his  highnefs*s  honour  and  conftancy  (which 
he  ufed  to  fay  his  mafter  trufted  to  more  than  to 
any  treaties)  and  lb  helped  to  prevent  fuch  impref- 
fions. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  motions  neceflfary  towards  for- 
ming the  congrcls  atNimeguen  began  to  be  made  by 
the  feveral  panics,  and  gave  appearances  of  die  am- 
bafladors  meeting  fuddenly  there.  The  great  obftruc- 
tion  hitherto  had  been  the  point  of  prince  William  of 
Furftemburg's  liberty,  which  France  had  lb  abfolutely 
infifted  on  before  they  fent  their  ambafladors,  and  the" 
emperor  had  been  induced  to  promife  only  upon  con- 
clufion  of  tlie  treaty.  But  an  expedient  was  found 
out  to  falve  the  honour  of  France  upon  this  point; 
rather  than  the  treaty  fhould  be  hindered,  which  was  at 
that  time  thought  neceflary  for  their  affairs  :  the  bi- 
Ihop  of  Strafburg  made  a  formal  requeft  to  the  king 
of  France,  that  no  private  interefts,  or  refpefts  of  his 
brother,  might  delay  the  treaty  of  a  peace  which  was 
of  fo  much  Confequence  to  all  Chriftcndom  ;  and,  this 
requeft  being  at  this  time  eafily  received  and  granted, 
no  further  difficulty  was  made  upon  this  point. 

Hit 
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His  majefty  thereupon  invited  all  the  princes  con- 
cerned in  the  war,  to  haften  away  their  minifters  to 
the  place  of  congrefs,   and  acquainted  them  with  his 
having  ordered  his  own  to  repair  immediately  thither ; 
and  having  Ibme  montlis  before  appointed  the  lord 
Berkley  (then  ambafllidor  at  Paris)  Sir  William  Temple 
and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  his  ambafladors,    mediators, 
and  plenipotentiaries  for  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen  ;  Sir 
Lionel  was  accordingly  difpatched  away,  and  arrived 
at  the  Hague  towards  the  end  of  January  1676,  and 
brought  with  him  our  inftrudions  for  that  embafly ; 
and,  after  fome  few  days  ftay  at  the  Hague,  went  away 
for  Nimeguen.     But  the  expedition  of  the   paflporrs, 
fix)m   and  to  all  the  miniilers  of  the  sfeveral  parties, 
having  been  for  fome  time  under  my  care,  and  many 
of  them  come  to  my  hands,  though  others  were  en- 
tangled dill  in  fom.e  difficulty  or  other,  we  both  con- 
cluded it  neceffary  for  me  to  continue  at  the  Hague 
tiJl  this  was  difpatched  ;  whilft  Sir  Lionel  Ihould  ga 
upon  the  place  of  congrefs,   and,  by  the  prefcnce  of 
a  mediator,  invite  the  reft  to  make   more  hafte  than 
many  of  them  feemed  difpofed  to  at  this  time. 

The  French  ambafladors  were  already  come  to 
Charleville,  where  they  ftaid  for  their  paflports  only, 
to  go  on  with  their  journey  -,  and,  upon  Sir  Lionel's 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  Dutch  ambafladors  came  to 
us  to  acquaint  us  with  the  States  orders  for  their  im- 
mediate repair  to  Nimeguen,  and  for  the  magiftratcs 
of  that  city  (which  they  now  confidered  as  a  neutral 
town)  to  receive  all  orders  from  us  the  mediators,  and 
particularly  any  we  pleafed  to  give  about  our  reception 
^pon  our  arrival  there. 

We  told  them,  his  majcfly's  thoughts  were  upon  the 
fiicceflcs  of  the  treaty,  and  that  nothing  could  more  ob- 
ftruift  it  than  the  ceremonies  which  ufed  to  attend  thofe 
meetings-,  and  therefore  he  ordered  us  to  introduce, 
as  much  as  we  could  among  all   the  ambafladors, 
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the  method  of  living  there  as  much  like  private  men 
as  could  confift  with  the  honour  of  their  charafters  5 
and  to  this  end,  that  we  fhould  make  no  public  entries, 
and  give  thereby  an  example  to  thofe  that  came  after 
us. 

To  avoid  all  pundlilio's  about  the  time  of  die  feve- 
ral  parties  difpatching  the  paflports,  it  was  agreed  that 
all  mould  be  fenc  to  the  Hague  from  the  feveral  courts, 
and  there  fhould   be  put  into  my  hands  ;  to  the  end, 
that,  when  I  found  myfelf  pofTefTed  of  them,  I  fhould 
make  the  diflribution  reciprocally  to  both  parties  at 
the  fame  time.     Thofe  of  France  were  early  with  me, 
but  fhort  in  fome  points  of  thofe  from  the  confede- 
rates  -,  the  chief  whereof  was  the  omiflion  of  liberty 
granted  to  the  ambafladors   to  difpatch  couriers    to 
their  maflers'  courts  upon  paflports  of  the  relpeftive 
ambafTadors,    which   was    thought   necefTary  for  the 
progrefs  of  the  treaty.     Another  was  the  omiflion  of 
pafTports  for  the  duke  of  Lorrain's  miniflers  in  the 
form  ufual  and  expefted :    for,  whereas  the  crown  of 
France  had  always  treated  the  former  dukes  of  Lor- 
rain  with  the  tide  of  duke,  and  appellation  of  Bro- 
ther, their  paflports  now  treated  the  new  duke  only 
with  Coufin,  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain ;  the  reft 
were  minute  differences  or  mifl:akes  of  words,  which 
are  not  worth  the  mention,  and  were  eafily  funnount- 
ed.     Of  all  thefe  his  majefly  had  early  notice,  and 
employed  his  offices  towards  France  for  fome  months, 
without  anfwer  upon  that  of  Lorrain,  and  with  po- 
fitive  rcfufal  of  inferring  the  claufe  for  liberty  of  paff- 
ports  ;  though  monfieur  Van  Bcuninghen  feveral  times, 
curing  this  paufe,  writ  to  the  States,  That  the  king 
often  affured  him  (their  ambaffador  at  London)  that 
there  fhould  be  no  difficulty  in  the  bufmefs  of  Lor- 
rain. 

About  the  beginning  of  February  this  year  1676,  I 
received  a  letter  from  monfieur  de  Pomponc,  then  Se- 
cretary 
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cretary  for  foreign  affairs  in  France,  to  tell  me.  That 
his  mafter,  having  been  acquainted  from  his  majefty 
with  the  difficulties  occurred  in  forming  the  congrefs, 
had  ordered  him  to  let  me  know  his  reafons  upon  them : 
As  to  that  of  couriers,  that  he  thought  it  not  fit  to 
have  his  countries  and  towns  He  open  to  his  enemies 
observations  and  difcovcries,  upon  pretext  of  fuch  cou- 
riers frequent  paflage :  that  the  inconvenience  would 
be  the  fame  to  the  confederates:  and  that  he  afked  no 
more  than  he  gave.  As  to  the  point  of  Lorrain,  that 
his  mafter  could  not  give  paflports  with  the  ftyle  of 
duke,  which  carried  that  of  brother  -,  pretending  that 
duchy  belonged  to  his  moft  chriftian  majefly  by  the 
treaty  1662,  between  him  and  the  laft  duke. 

Not  many  days  after,  I  received  notice  from  fecne- 
tary  Williamfon,  of  the  fame  account  having  been  gi- 
ven his  majefty  by  monfieur  de  Ruvigny,  with  order 
to  acquaint  the  States  with  it  •,  which  I  had  not  done 
upon  monfieur  de  Pompone's  letter,  as  not  thinking 
fit  to  make  any  paces  in  thefe  matters  without  orders 
fiom  his  majefty.  The  States  and  all  their  allies  were 
very  much  furprifed  with  this  pretence  of  Lorrain, 
which  France  had  never  before  advanced,  or  fo  much 
as  mentioned,  either  upon  the  feizure  of  that  duchy, 
or  fince  that  time,  in  the  accounts  of  it  by  their  mini- 
fters  in  the  feveral  courts  of  Chriftendom  •,  they  had  only 
profefled  to  have  found  fuch  a  feizure  necefTary  for  pre- 
ferving  the  peace  wherein  Chriftendom  then  was,  from 
the  dangerous  or  uncertain  difpofitions  of  that  duke, 
witli  whom  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  could  take  no 
certain  mcafures,  and  his  enemies  would  be  pradtifing ; 
but  rfiat  it  was  without  any  intention  of  retaining  any 
part  of  that  duchy  otherwife  than  for  this  end  of  prc- 
ferving  the  peace  of  Chriftendom.  All  this,  with  ma- 
ny more  circumftances,  monfieur  Serinchamps,  the 
Lorrain  envoy ,  alledged  at  the  conferences  witli  the 
States  and  allies  upon  this  occafion^  and,  for  the  trea- 
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ty  of  i  662,  he  feeined  to  wonder  it  (hould  ever  be  men- 
tioned, as  a  thing  wholly  invalid,  and,  as  every  body 
thought,  tliereupon  long  fmce  forgotten  :  that  the  iaft 
duke  had  no  power  to  difpofe  of  that  duchy  from 
hisncpheiv;  becaufe,  if  the  Salique  law  had  place  in 
Lornun,  it  was  unaHenable  from  the  next  heir-male;  if 
the  feriilnine  jucceffion^  then  that  duke  himfelf  had  no 
title  at  all  to  it,  but  it  belonged  to  the  prcfent  duke  even 
in  the  life  of  his  uncle.  Secondly,  that  it  was  inva- 
lid, by  the  French  non-pertbrmance  of  the  only  con- 
dition on  their  fide,  upon  which  the  old  duke  pretend- 
ed to  have  made  it ;  which  was,  I'hat  the  princes  of 
that  family  Ihould  be  aflumed  into  the  rank  of  princes  of 
the  blood  in  France ;  and,  that  upon  regiftring  that  trea- 
ty of  1662  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  without  that 
claufe,  the  old  duke  had  declared  it  void  ^^ithin  three 
weeks  after  it  was  made.  Thirdly,  that  a  treaty  was 
concluded  the  year  after,  being  1663,  at  Marfal,  be- 
tween the  moft  chriftian  king  and  the  faid  duke  -, 
by  which  he  was  to  continue  in  the  pofleffion  of  all 
his  territories,  befides  Marfal,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  enjoyed  them  by  the  treaty  of  1661,  as  he  did  till 
the  feizurc  of  them  by  France  in  1670,  during  a  pro- 
found peace,  and  with  the  profeflions  above  mention- 
ed made  by  France  to  his  majefty  at  that  time  (as 
monfieiir  Serinchamps  averred)  as  well  as  to  the  other 
courts  of  Chriftendom. 

Thefe  arguments  were  of  fuch  force  with  all  the  con- 
federates, that  they  were  unanimous  and  firm  in  pofi- 
tively  infilting  upon  the  paflports  of  that  duke,  with 
the  ufual  forms ;  and  die  more,  fmce  France  had  ad- 
vanced a  pretence  to  that  duchy,  which  was  never 
tliought  of  before  among  the  allies.  The  Auftrian 
miniflers  told  me  frankly,  that  the  treaty  fhould  ne- 
ver be  without  this  allowance  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain's 
title,  nor  the  peace  without  his  reftitution.  The  States 
faid,  they,  for  their  parts,  would  willingly  refer  this, 

and 
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and  any  other  matters  concerning  the  treaty,  to  his 
majcfly's  arbitration ;  but  that  they  were  bound  al- 
ready by  other  treaties  to  their  alHes ;  and  particular- 
ly to  the  duke  of  Lorrain  \  and  could  not  break  from 
them  upon  a  point  of  fuch  apparent  right  as  this.  The 
prince  fpoke  the  fame  language,  and  faid  further,  that 
he  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  Stadtholdcr,  among 
other  things,  to  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power 
to  keep  the  States  to  the  due  obfervance  of  their  trea- 
ties ;  and  fo,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  would  do  in 
this  as  well  as  in  others. 

All  this  being  fignified  to  his  majefly,  and  by  him 
to  France,  tliat  court  continued  peremptory  in  the 
matter;  and,  the  allies  perfifting  in  the  fame  dilpofi- 
tion,  the  congrefe  began  to  be  looked  upon  from  all 
fides  as  a  thing  ended  before  it  began.  TJie  allies 
took  this  pretence  for  a  declaration  from  France  of 
their  refolution  there  Ihould  be  no  treaty  at  prefent ; 
and  grounded  it  upon  fome  great  expeftation  or  dcfign 
they  had  upon  further  progrefTcs  in  Sicily,  or  new  ones 
in  Naples  -,  or  elfe  from  hopes  of  bringing  in  the  Poles 
to  the  afliflance  of  Sweden, 

But  the  truth  was,  that  France  had  been  forced  to 
difcover  upon  this  incident  what  they  had  always  at 
heart :  and  1  ever  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  all  thefe 
negotiations,  that  there  were  three  points  for  which 
France  thought  the  war  worth  continuing  to  the  lafl: 
extremity ;  which  were,  rather  than  reftore  Lorrain, 
or  Burgundy,  or  leave  a  good  frontier  on  both  fides  of 
the  Spanifti  territories  in  Flanders.  The  two  firft  would 
hinder  tiie  progrefs  of  their  great  defign,  whether  of 
extending  their  empire  only  to  the  Rhine,  or  beyond  it : 
the  laft  would  hinder  their  conqucft  of  Flanders,  when- 
ever they  purfued  the  finifhing  of  that  adventure,  by 
leaving  a  paflage  for  the  Germans  to  relieve  it,  and  by 
ib  great  and  dangerous  a  divcrfion  as  entering  France 
through  Lorrain  or  Burgundy. 

His 
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His  majcfly  moft  certainly  difapproved,  and  was 
ftirprifed  vrith  this  pretcrxe  of  France  to  the  duchy 
of  Lorrain  \  but  yet  was  prevailed  with  by  monfleur  de 
Ruvigny  to  offer  the  expedient  of  his  majefty,  as  me- 
diator, giving  all  paflports  neceflary  to  the  congrds 
at  Nimeguen.  Monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  in  this  matter 
afted  the  part  rather  of  a  burgomaltcr  of  Amfterdam^ 
than  an  ambaffador  of  the  States ;  and  to  make  court 
to  that  town,  which  began  to  exprcfs  great  impatience 
tor  the  peace,  he  aflured  his  majcfty,  that  his  mailers 
could  not  fail  of  confenting  to  this  expedient.  I  fore- 
faw  it  would  be  refufrd,  and  gave  his  majefty  notice 
of  it  before  I  propofed  it  to  the  States,  as  thinking 
his  honour,  and  that  of  the  mediation,  concerned  in 
foch  a  refufal ;  but,  receiving  dircft  orders  to  propofe 
it,  I  did  fo.  The  L^tates  told  me,  they  would  of  them- 
^felves  confent  to  this,  or  whatever  clfe  his  majefty 
Ihould  propofe ;  but,  having  communicated  it  to  their 
allies,  they  would  not  hear  of  it ;  fome  refiifing  it  with 
heat,  and  reflefting  upon  his  majefty*s  partiality  to 
France;  others  wth  fullennefs  and  filence,  referring 
themfelves  to  new  orders  from  their  matters. 

Hereupon  the  congrcfs  grew  wholly  defpcratc,  and 
all  parties  prepared  for  the  field  without  any  other 
view  for  the  three  months  following  the  firll  rile  of  this 
prctenfion.  In  the  mean  time  there  pailt*d  a  fight  be- 
tween the  French,  and  Dutch  and  Sranifti  fliips,  near 
Meflina  -,  wherein  De  Ruyter  was  ftiot  in  the  heel  by  a 
cannon-bullet,  of  which  he  died  within  few  days  af- 
ter, and  determined  the  greateft  lois  to  have  certainly 
happened  on  that  fide,  by  that  of  the  ableft  fea- cap- 
tain of  his  age,  and  the  beft  fcn^ant  that  any  prince 
or  ftate  could  have  :  for  the  reft,  the  acivantage  was 
not  confiderable  on  either  part  in  tp.is  fight,  nor  the 
confequcnce  material  in  the  prcgreis  of  the  French 
arms  in  Sicily,  or  in  any  profpect  or  grcat  enternriles 
upon  Naples.     On  the  other  fide,  the  Swedifli  affairs 

went 
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went  very  ill  in  Pomerania,  and  were  threatened  with 
great  invafions  the  following  campaign,  both  from 
Denmark  and  Brandenburg.  This  decried  the  counfels 
of  thole  perfons  that  engaged  them  in  tliis  quarrel. 
Two  ambafladors,  count  Oxenftiern  and  Olivecrans, 
were  appointed  for  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  who  had 
ever  been  of  the  fentiments  of  the  fa6Hon  which  now 
began  to  prevail  in  the  Swedifh  court:  they  grew 
impatient  for  a  peace,  and  for  the  treaty  in  order  to  it ; 
thry  declared  their  difapproval  of  the  French  preten- 
fion  raifed  to  Lorrain,  which  feemed  only  to  obftruft  it ; 
and  that  they  would  fend  their  miniiters  to  the  con- 
grcfs,  whether  the  French  came  or  no:  and  their 
commiffary  at  the  Hague  fo  well  feconded  thefe  new 
difpofitions  of  his  court,  that,  whilft  the  congrefs  look- 
ed defperate  by  the  declared  obftinacy  of  both  fides 
upon  the  point  of  Lorrain,  fhips  and  paflports  were 
dilpatched  by  the  States,  with  confent  of  their  allies, 
to  fetch  the  Swedifli  ambaffador  from  Gottenburg  into 
Holland. 

The  confederates  were  befides  much  animated  in 
their  hopes,  from  the  difpofitions  and  humours  expref- 
fed  in  a  late  ieflion  of  parliament  in  England ;  which 
grew  fo  high  againft  the  French,  or  at  leaft,  upon  that 
pretence,  againft  the  prefent  condud  of  his  majefty  or 
his  minifters,  that  the  king  prorogued  them  about 
Chriflimas,  before  any  of  the  matters  projefted  by  the 
warm  men  amongft  the  houfe  of  commons  were 
brought  into  form. 

The  French  were  upon  their  march  into  Flanders, 
and  that  king  at  the  head  of  a  great  and  brave  army 
threatened  (bme  great  enterprile.  The  prince  was 
preparing  to  go  away  into  the  field,  with  refolution 
and  hopes  of  having  the  honour  of  a  battle  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign ;  all  thoughts  of  the  con- 
grefs meeting  before  the  end  of  it  were  laid  afide; 
when  about  the  middle  of  May  I  was  extremely  fur- 
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prifed  to  receive  a  packet  from  fecretary  Williamfon, 
witli  the  French  palFports  for  the  duke  of  Lorrain*s 
minifters,  in  the  form  and  with  the  ftyles  demanded  by 
the  aihes.  And  hereupon,  all  difficulties  being  re- 
moved, the  pafiports  were  exchanged  by  the  end  of 
May. 

Some  days  were  loft  by  a  new  demand  of  the  allies 
for  paflports  likcwife  for  the  duke  of  Newburg's  mi- 
nifters, who  was  newly  entered  into  the  common  alli- 
ance ;  and  the  fame  paces  were  expedled  likewife  from 
the  duke  of  Bavaria  (at  leaft  fo  the  Germans  flattered 
themfelves  or  their  friends.)  Upon  this,  fome  of  the 
minifters  of  the  allies  at  the  Hague,  whole  matters 
were  very  unwilling  the  congreis  Ihould  begin  before 
the  campaign  ended,  prevailed  with  the  States  to  fend 
deputies  to  me,  to  demand  paflports  for  the  duke  of 
Newburg,  and  any  other  princes  that  ftiould  enter  in- 
to their  alliance ;  and  to  declare,  that,  if  thefe  were 
lefufed  by  France,  they  would  look  upon  what  had 
been  already  granted  as  void. 

I  was  fomething  furprifed  at  fo  unexpefted  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  States  j  and  told  their  deputies.  That 
fuch  a  refolution  was  unprafticable ;  that  his  majcfty 
had  undertaken  to  procure  pafl[ports  for  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  and  all  the  allies  they  had  named 
on  both  fides,  which  was  done,  and  thereupon  the  con- 
grefs  ready  to  begin  j  and  fuch  a  delay,  as  this  would 
occafion,  was  both  a  difrefpeft  to  his  majefty,  and 
that  could  not  be  confented  to  by  France,  nor  the  re- 
ciprocal ot  it  by  any  of  the  allies  that  forefaw  the  con- 
fequences  which  might  happen  upon  it:  that  fome 
ally  of  France  might  fall  off  to  the  confederates,  or 
fome  of  the  confederates  to  France ;  and  with  fuch 
circumftances,  as  it  could  not  be  expefted  either  of 
them  ftiould  think  fit  to  give  paflports,  or  treat  with 
them  at  the  congrefs  •,  nor  was  it  a  thing  in  any  forin, 
to  demand  paflports  without  naming  for  whom  tiny 
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(hould  be.  After  fevcral  other  exceptions,  the  deputies 
defired  me  to  let  them  reprcfcnt  my  rcafons  againfl  it 
to  the  States,  and  to  expcft  their  anfwcr  till  the  next 
afternoon  ;  and  one  of  them  told  me,  as  he  went  out, 
that  I  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world,  and  that  they 
had  been  too  eafy  in  it  upon  the  inftances  of  fome  allies. 
Next  day  the  deputies  came  to  let  me  know  the  States 
had  altered  their  refolution,  and  defired  only,  tliat  his 
majefty  would  procure  paflports  for  the  duke  of  New- 
burg's  mmifters;  which  I  eafily  undertook.  This 
change  had  not  paffed  without  violent  heats  between 
the  States  deputies  and  the  minifters  of  fome  allies^ 
who  prefled  them  fo  far,  that  one  of  the  deputies  an- 
fwered  him,  ^le  pretendex  vous  donc^  meffieurs^  de  nous 
foire  decbirer  far  la  canaille  ?  [Do  you  intend  then, 
gentlemen,  to  make  us  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the  rabble?] 
Which  fhews  the  difpofition  that  ran  fo  generally  at 
this  time  throughout  the  trading  provinces  towards  a 
peace. 

There  remained  now  but  one  preliminary  undeter- 
mined, which  was.  To  fix  fome  extent  of  neutral  coun- 
try about  the  place  of  congrels.  France  would  have 
extended  it  two  leagues  round  •,  th^  allies  would  have 
it  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  river  Waal,  upon  which 
Nimeguen  ftood,  and  was  divided  by  it  from  the  Bc- 
tuwe,  a  part  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and  through 
which  lay  the  llraight  road  into  the  reft  of  that  coun- 
try. Both  thcfe  propofals  were  grounded  upon  the 
lame  reafon  :  that  of  France,  to  facilitate  the  commerce 
of  their  ambaflFadors  with  the  towns  of  Holland,  incite 
Ae  defires,  and  enter  into  practices  of  peace  diftindb 
from  the  motions  of  the  congrels  :  that  of  the  allies, 
to  prevent  or  incumber  the  too  eafy  and  undifcovered 
paflage  of  the  French  emiffarics  upon  this  occafion. 
However,  both  were  pofitive  in  their  opinions  ;  fo  as 
this  matter  came  not  to  be  determined  till  fome  tim^ 
after  the  congrefs  began,  and  but  lamely  then. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 

TH  E  prince  was  now  ready  to  go  into  the  field, 
and  told  me.  That,  before  he  went,  he  muft 
have  fome  talk  with  me  in  private,  and  at  leifure  -,  and 
to  that  purpofe  defired  it  might  be  in  the  garden  of 
Honflacrdyck.  We  appointed  the  hour,  and  met  ac- 
cordingly. He  told  me,  I  would  eafily  believe,  that, 
being  the  only  fon  that  was  left  of  his  family,  he  was 
often  prefled  by  his  friends  to  think  of  marrying,  and 
had  many  peifons  propofed  to  him,  as  their  leveral 
humours  led  them  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  knew 
it  was  a  thing  to  be  done  at  one  time  or  other  •,  but 
that  he  bad  hitherto  excufed  the  thoughts  of  it,  other- 
wife  than  in  general,  till  the  war  was  ended  :  that,  be- 
fides  his  own  friends,  the  deputies  of  the  States  began 
to  prefs  him  more  eameftly  every  day,  and  the  more,  as 
thev  faw  the  war  like  to  continue ;  and  perhaps  they 
haa  more  reafon  to  do  it  than  any  odiers :  that  he  had 
at  laft  promifed  them  he  would  think  of  it  more  feri- 
oufly  and  particularly,  and  fo  he  had,  and  refolved  he 
would  marry  •,  but  the  choice  of  a  perfon  he  thought 
more  difficult :  that  he  found  himfelf  inclined  to  no 
propofals  had  been  made  him  out  of  France  or  Germany, 
nor  indeed  to  any  that  had  been  mentioned  upon  this 
occafion  by  any  of  his  friends,  but  that  of  England  : 
that,  before  he  concluded  to  make  any  paces  that  way, 
he  was  refolved  to  have  my  opinion  upon  two  points  5 
but  yet  would  not  alk  it,  unlefs  I  promifed  to  anfwer 
him  as  a  friend,  or  at  leaft  an  inditFerent  perfon,  and 
not  as  the  king's  ambaflador.  When  I  told  him  he 
ftiould  be  obeyed,  he  went  on,  and  faid,  That  he 
would  confefe  to  me,  during  the  hte  v:?s.  j.v ithcr  the 
States,  nor  he  in  particular,  were  .Mt:,oir  .r[liLacions 
from  feveral  peribns,  and  confidcrabie,  in  Ki\::!and,  who 
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would  fain  have  engaged  them  to  head  the  difcontents 
that  were  raifed  by  the  condu6t  of  the  court  in  that 
whole  war,  which  he  knew  was  begun  and  carried  on 
quite  contrary  to  the  humour  of  the  nation,  and  might 
perhaps  have  proved  very  dangerous  to  the  crown,  if 
it  had  not  ended  as  it  did  :  that  all  thefe  perfons,  who 
pretended  to   be   much   his  friends,  were   extremely 
againft  any  thoughts  of  his  marrying  in  England ;  their 
reafbns  were.  That  he  would  by  it  lofe  all  the  efteem 
and  intereft  he  had  there,  and  be  beUeved  to  have  run 
wholly  into  the  difpolitions  and  defigns  of  the  court, 
which  were  generally  tliought  fo  different  from  thofe  of 
the  nation,  efpecially  upon  the  point  of  religion,  that 
his  friends  there  did  not  believe  the  government  could 
be  long  without  fome  great  difturbance,  unlcfs  they 
changed  their  meafures,  which  was  not  efteegied  vcr\r 
likely  to  be  done :  and  upon  diis  he  defired  my  thoughts 
as  a  friend.     The  next  was  upon  the  perfon  and  difpo- 
litions of  the  young  lady ;  for   though  it  would  not 
pafs  in  the  world  for  a  prince  to  feem  concerned  in 
thofe  particulars  ;  yet,  for  himfelf,  he  would  tell  mc 
without  any  fort  of  afFcftation,  that  he  was  fo,  and  in 
fuch  a  degree,  that  no  circumftances  of  fortune  or  in- 
tereft would  engage  him,  without  thofe  of  the  perfon, 
efpecially  thofe  of  humour  and  difpofitions :  that  he 
might,  perhaps,  not  be  very  eafy  for  a  wife  to  live 
with  ;  he  was  fure  he  Ihould  not  to  fuch  wives  as  were 
generally  in  the  courts  of  this  age :  that  if  he  fhould 
meet  with  one  to  give  him  trouble  at  home,  'twas  what 
he  lliould  not  be  able  to  bear,  who  was  like  to   have 
enough  abroad  in  the  courfe  of  his  life :  and  that,  after 
friie  manner  he  was  refolved  to  live  with  a  wife,  which 
Ihould  be  the  beft  he  could,  he  would  have,  one  that  he 
thought  likely  to  live  well  with  him,  which  he  thought 
chieily  depended  on   her  difpofition  and  education ; 
and  \i  I  knew  any  thing  particular  of  the  lady  Mary 
iTi  tliefe  points,  he  defired  me  to  tell  him  freely. 

X  I 


336  Memoirs  from  1672  to  i6yg. 

I  anfwercd  his  highnefs.  That  I  was  very  glad  to 
find  he  was  refolved  to  marry,  being  what  he  owed  his 
family  and  friends  :  that  I  was  much  more  plcafed  that 
his  inclination  led  him  to  endeavour  it  in  England : 
that  I  thought  it  as  much  for  his  interelt:,  as  others  of 
his  Englifh  friends  thought  it  was  againft  it :  that  the 
king  and  his  liighnefs  would  ever  be  able  to  do  one 
another  more  good,  and  more  harm,  than  any  other 
princes  could  do  either  of  them,  by  being  friends  or 
enemies:  that  it  was  a  great  ftrp  to  be  one  degree 
nearer  the   crown,  and  in   all  appearance  the  next : 
that  for  his  friends  (as  they  pretended  in  England)  they 
muft  fee  much  farther  than  I  did,  to  believe  the  king 
in  any  fuch  dangers  or  difficulties  as  they  imagined : 
that  the  crown  of  England  flood  upon  furer  founda- 
tions than  ever  it  had  done  in  former  times,  and  the 
more  for  what  had  pafled  in  the  laft  reign  •,  and  that  I 
believed  the  people  would  be  found  better  fubjefts  than 
perhaps  the  king  himfelf  believed  them :  that  it  was 
however  in  his  power  to  be  as  well  with  them  as  he 
pleafed,  and  to  make  as  (hort  turns  to  fuch  an  end ;  if 
not,  yet,  with  the  help  of  a  little  good  hufbandry,  he 
might  pafs  his  reign  in  peace,  though  not  perhaps  with 
fo  much  eafe  at  home,  or  glory  abroad,  as  if  he  fell  in- 
to the  vein  of  his  people :  that  if  the  court  were  of 
fentiments  different  from  thofe  of  his  highnefs,  yet  his 
advilers  would  make  him  a  greater  compliment  in  be- 
lieving him  as  likely  to  induce  the  court  to  his,  as  in 
concluding   they  would  bring  him  to  theirs ;  and,  if 
that  Ihould  happen,  the  moll  feditious  men  in  England 
would  be  hard  put  to  it  to  find  an  ill  fide  in  fuch  a. 
match.  That,  for  the  other  point,  I  could  fay  nothing 
to  it,  but  that  I  had  always  heard  my  wife  and  my  fi- 
fler  Ipeak  with  all  the  advantage  that  couid  be  of  what 
they  could  difcern  in  a  princefs  fo  Aoung,  and  more 
from  what  they  had  been  told  by  the  governefs,  with 
whom  they  had  a  particular  friend(hip,  and  who,  they 
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were  furc,  took  all  the  care  that  could  be  in  fo  much  of 
education  as  fell  to  her  (hare. 

.  After  two  hours  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjedl,  the 
prince  concluded  he  would  enter  upon  this  purfuit, 
and,  in  order  to  it,  would  write  both  to  the  king  and 
the  duke,  to  beg  their  favour  to  him  in  it,  and  their 
leave  that  he  might  go  over  into  England  at  the  end  of 
the  campaign:  that  my  wife,  who  was  then  going 
over  upon  my  private  affairs,  Ihould  carry  and  deliver 
both  his  letters  -,  and,  during  her  flay  there,  (hould 
endeavour  to  inform  herfelf  the  moft  particularly  Ihe 
could  of  all  that  concerned  the  perfon,  humour,  and 
difpofitions  of  the  young  princefs,  in  which  he  feemed 
fo  much  concerned. 

Within  two  or  three  days  after  thefe  difcourfes,  the 
prince  brought  his  letters  to  my  wife,  and  went  im- 
mediately to  the  army  ;  and  fhe  went  fuddenly  after  in- 
to England  with  thole  difpatches,  and  left  me  prepar- 
ing for  my  journey  to  Nimeguen,  where  the  Dutch  firft, 
and  after  them  the  French  ambafladors  were  arrived, 
and  confequently  thofe  of  the  two  principal  parties  in 
the  war. 

Before  I  went;  Du  Moulin  met  my  chaplain  in  the 
Voorhout,  and  told  him  he  was  fo  ill,  th^t  he  knew  he 
had  not  long  to  live  ;  and  that  he  could  not  die  in  qui- 
et, without  afking  my  pardon  for  fo  many  falfe  and 
injurious  things  as  he  confefled  to  have  iaid  of  me  fince 
my  laft  embalVy  in  Holland,  though  he  had  before  had 
all  the  cfteem  that  could  be  for  me.  He  defired  my 
chaplain,  fince  I  had  always  refufed  to  fee  him,  that  he 
would  do  this  office  for  him,  and  a(k  my  pardon  as 
fix)m  a  dying  man.  This  Moulin,  after  having 
been  much  employed  and  favoured  by  my  lord  Ar- 
lington during  the  counfels  and  vogue  of  the  triple  al- 
liance, and  difgraced  by  him  after  the  change  of  thofe 
meafures  in  England,  went  over  into  Holland,  was  en- 
tertained by  the  prince  as  one  of  his  fecretaries,  grew 

Vol.  II.  Z  into 


338  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

into  great  favour  and  confidence  during  the  war,  was 
made  ufe  of  by  the  malecontents  of  England  in  their 
applications  at  the  Hague ;  and  was  thought  worth  all 
my  lord  Arlington's  inftances  and  endeavours  when  be 
was  at  the  Hague,  to  remove  him  from  the  prince's 
fervice.  I  received  afterwards  commands  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  compafled  it  not  without  time  and  diffi- 
culty :  he  had  not  been  long  laid  afide  when  this  hap- 
pened; and  whether  that,  or  the  knowledge  of  tne 
prince's  late  refolution  to  purfue  the  match  in  England, 
helped  to  break  his  heart ;  or  whether  it  were  a  con- 
fumption,  as  his  friends  gave  out,  I  know  not  \  but 
he  died  ibon  after,  and  witrr  him  the  intrigues  of  that 
party  in  England,  that  had  for  fome  time  employed 
him,  and  bufied  his  friends  in  Holland. 

After  many  delays  in  the  difpatch  and  exchange  of 
the  paflports  I  got  loofe  from  the  Hague  about  the  be- 
ginning of  July  1076,  upon  my  journey  to  Nimeguen ; 
where  the  French  and  Dutch  ambafladors,  being  al- 
ready arrived,  prelTed  very  much  for  my  coming,  in 
regard  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  excufed  himfelf  from  perform- 
ing any  afts  or  olKces  of  the  mediation  till  my  arri- 
val, and  contented  himfelf  to  pafs  only  the  ufual  vi- 
fits.  The  difpofitions  I  obferved  in  die  fcveral  parties 
towards  the  fucccfs  of  this  congrefs,  when  I  went  in 
order  to  the  opening  of  it,  were  very  different,  and 
very  unlikely  to  draw  it  to  any  fudden  iffue  ;  but  only 
to  attend  and  be  governed  by  the  fuccefles  of  the  feve- 
ral  armies  in  the  field,  and  the  events  expedted  from 
the  adions  of  die  campaign.  The  French  had  given 
all  the  facility  they  could  tor  fome  months  pad  to  the 
forming  of  the  congrefs,  and  made  all  the  hafte 
they  could  for  their  ambafTadors  to  be  upon  the 
place,  defiring  no  better  peace  than  upon  the  pre- 
fent  plan  of  affairs ;  and  hoping  by  their  forward- 
nefs,  and  the  great  backwardnefs  of  fome  of  the  al- 
lies. 
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lies,    to  make  way  for  fome  feparate  treaties  with 
chofe  among  them  who  began  to  be  impatient  for  the 
peace.     The  houfc  of  Auftria  was  fullen,  as  lofers  ufc 
to  be,  and  fo  were  very  flow  and  refly  in  all  their  pa» 
CCS  towaids  this  treaty ;  the  Germans  hoping  for  great 
fucceflcs  of  their  arms  in  this  campaign,  and  the  Spa- 
niards flattering  themlelves  with  the  interefl:s  his  ma- 
jefty  had  in  the  prcfervarion  of  Flanders,  and  with  the 
part  which  the  parliament  in  England  feemed  of  late 
to  have  taken  in  their  aflfairs;  and  both  were  in  hopes 
that  fomething  might  arife  from  one  of  thefe  fides,  to 
make  room  for  pretenfions  that  could  not  be  in  coun- 
tenance as  things  ftood  at  prefent.  The  Swede  was  ve- 
ry carneft  for  a  peace,  as  having  more  hopes  of  reco- 
vering himfelf  that  way,  than  by  the  courle  of  a  war. 
Denmark  and  Brandenburg  were  violent  for  continuing 
the  war;  finding  the  Swedes  weak,  divided,  and  unre- 
lievable  by  France  any  otherwife  than  with  their  mo- 
neys, and  hoping  to  drive  them  this  fummer  out  of 
Germany.  The  States  were  very  defirous  of  the  peace, 
having  no  pretences  of  their  own,  but  to  get  well  out 
of  a  war  that  ruined  their  trade,  and  drained  their 
money ;  but  they  durft  not  break  from  their  confede- 
rates,' not  trufting  England  enough,  nor  France  at  all, 
ib  as  to  leave  thernfelves  in  a  condition  of  depending 
upon  either  of  them  after  the  peace  fliould  be  made. 
One  general  thread  ran  through  the  counfels  on  both 
fides  ;  on  the  French,  to  break  the  confidence  and  uni- 
on of  the  confederacy  by  different  paces  and  advances 
to  the  levcral  parties  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty ;  on 
the  confederates,  to  preferve  the  fame  confidence  and 
union  with  which  they  had  carried  on  the  war,  even 
after  the  peace  ftiould  be  made.     His  majefly,  thougb 
he  was  ofifcred  by  fome  of  the  parties  to  be  arbiter,  as 
'  well  as  mediator,  in  the  prefent  differences ;  and  was 
known  by  them  all  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  make 
that  figure  as  he  pleafcd  •,  yet  chofe  the  other,  and  gave 
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us  orders  accordingly,  only  to  perform  the  offices  of 
a  bare  mediation,  and  to  avoid  the  parties  fubmitting 
their  differences  to  his  determination :  fo  that,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  ealy  to  forefee  the  congrefs  would 
only  prove  a  bufinefs  of  form ;  and  proceed  no  other- 
wife  than  as  it  fhoiild  be  moved,  or  rather  governed, 
by  the  events  of  tl\c  field. 

However,  the  opening  of  it  might  well  be  called 
the  dawn  of  a  peace ;  which  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
only  prophecy  of  this  fort  tiiat  I  have  ever  thought 
worth  taking  notice  of,  nor  fliould  I  have  done  fo,  but 
that  monfieiir  Colbert  (hewed  it  me  at  my  coming  to 
Nimegiien,  and  made  me  remember  to  have  feen  it  in 
my  lord  Arlington's  hands  in  the  year  1668,  who  told 
me  it  was  very  old,  and  had  been  found  in  fome  abbey 
of  Germany.   It  was  in  thefe  terms  : 

IjUum  inirubit  in  terram  konisj  feras  in  bracbiis 
gey  en  J  \  aquila  luciebit  alas^  et  in  duxilium  veniel  fi- 
llus  bomnis  ab  aujtro :  tunc  eril  ingens  helium  per 
Mum  tcnrivum  oruem ;  fed  poft  quatuor  r^nnos  pax 
ehiceftcty  ct  falus  crit  jilio  bominis  unde  exilium  pu- 
talatur. 

"  The  lily  (hall  invade  the  land  of  the  lion,  bearing 
•'  wild  beafts  in  its  arms  \  the  eagle  /hall  move  its 
"  v;ings,  and  the  !bn  ot'  man  fhall  come  to  his  afllftance 
*'  from  the  fouth :  then  there  fhall  be  great  war 
**  throughout  the  world  -,  but  after  four  years  peace 
*'  fhall  dawn,  and  the  fon  of  man  be  delivered  by 
"  thole  from  whom  his  ruin  was  expefted." 

Thofe,  who  have  a  mipd  to  give  credit  to  fuch  pro- 
phecies from  the  courfe  of  events,  muft  allow  the  leo- 
pards (the  ancient  arms  of  England)  to  be  meant  by 
the  wild  beafts  ;  the  king  of  Spain  by  the  fon  of  man  \ 
the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  (four  years  after  the  war  be- 
gan) by  the  dawn  of  peace  •,  and  Spain's  having  been 
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laved  by  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  by  thofc 
trom  whom  its  ruin  was  ex[xdted.  But  I  eafily  believe, 
that  as  moft  prophecies,  which  run  in  the  world,  arife 
from  the  contrivances  of  crafty,  or  the  dreams  of  en- 
thufiaftical  heads ;  and  the  fenfe  of  them  (where  there 
is  any)   lies   wrapped  up   in  myftical  or   incoherent 
cxpreflions,    fit  to  receive  many  forts  of  interpreta- 
tions;   and   fome  perhaps  irom  the  leifure  of  great 
wits  that  are  ill  employed,  and  leek  diverfion  to  them* 
felves  by  writing  things  at   random  vvith   the   Icorn- 
ful  thought  of  amufing  the  world  about  nothing;  lb 
others  are  broached  for  old,  either  after  events  ha[)pen, 
or  when  they  are  fo  probable  as  to  be  eafily  conjectu- 
red by  forefecing  men  :  and  it  feems  ftrange,   that  of 
the  firft  kind  (being  lb  mai^y)  no  more  happen  to  be 
fulfilled,  v/ith  the  help  of  fo  much  inclination  to  be- 
lieve, as  well  as  fo  much  invention  to  wreft  the  mean- 
ing of  words  to  the  iQXif^t  pretended.     But  whether  this 
I  mention  may  not  have  been  one  of  the  laft  kind  is 
uncertain  -,  for  in  that  very  year  it  was  produced,  and 
given  my  lord  Arlington  by  a  Frenchman  (as  he  told 
me)  thedefign  of  this  u'arwas  not  only  laying,  but  well 
advanced  by  the  practices  of  monfieur  Colbert  upon 
the  minifters  of  our  court  (where  he  was  then  ambaf- 
fador)  and  by  the  violent  humour  of  my  lord  Clifford 
to  enter  into  the  leagues  then  projected   by  France ; 
fo  that,  the  very  day  the  parliament  gave  his  majefty 
a  mighty  fum  of  money,  to  compliment  him  upon  fo 
applauded  a  counfel  and  fuccefs  as  that  of  the  triple 
alliance  in   the  year   i66S,    that   lord,    coming  out 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  he  was  then  a  mem- 
ber, could  not  hold  faying  to  a  triend  of  mine  who 
came  out  with   him,  'Fhat,  for  all  this  great  joy,  it 
muft  not  be  long  before  we  have  another  war  witii  Hol- 
land.    And  which  of  thcfe  two  prophecies   were  the 
more  to  be  confidered,  or  the  better  infpircd,  I  leave 
it  to  ever)'  one  to  guel^  as  they  pleafe. 

Z  3  Nime- 
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Nimeguen  is  fcated  upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,  which  \t 
the  laft  of  Germany  ;  and  ftoops  upon  the  river  Waal, 
which  walhes  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  divides 
it  from  the  Betuwe,  an  ifland  lying  all  upon  flat  low 
ground,  between  the  Waal  and  the  old  Rhine,  which 
was  the  ancient  feat  of  thofe  the  Romans  ciJled  Bata- 
vians,  and,  for  their  bravery  and  love  of  hberty,  took 
mto  their  confederacy,    when  they  fubjefted  all  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  Gaul  and  Germany.  Betuwe  and 
Waal  were  the  ancient  German  names,  and  turned  into 
Batavia  and  Vahalis  by  the  Roman  terminations,  as  Co- 
logn  and  Cleves  are  Roman  names  changed  into  German. 
Betuwe  fignifies,  in  the  old  German,  fat  earth,  as  Veluwc 
(a  great  heathy  country  on  t'other  fide  the  Rhine)  does 
coarfe  or  barren  earth.   Whether  Nimeguen  came  from 
Neomagum,  or  Neomagiim  from  Nimeguen,  I  cannot 
determine  \  but  the  old  caftle,  as  well  as  many  antiquities 
found  about  it,  fhew  it  to  have  been  a  colony  of  the 
Romans;  and  it  is  feated  in  very  good  air  encompaff- 
ed  on  three  fides  by  great  and  dry  heaths,    is  well 
built,  and  inhabited  by  a  good  fon  of  people. 

I  excufcd  myfelf  from  letting  the  magiftrates  of 
Nimeguen  know  what  time  I  defigned  my  arrival  there, 
though  they  fent  to  inform  themfelves  while  I  was  up- 
on the  way;  and  I  refufed  any  ceremonies  at  entry, 
to  prevent  that  pretence  in  other  ambaflTadors,  and 
the  troubles  and  difturbances  fuch  public  receptions 
might  occafion.  However  I  could  not  efcape  fome 
part  of  it,  for  which  I  had  like  to  have  paid  a  great 
deal  more  th^  it  was  worth.  The  river  of  Nimeguen 
is  very  rapid  in  the  midft  of  the  Ilream,  which  lies 
near  die  town,  and  Ipreads  very  broad  upon  the  other 
fide  to  the  Betuwe,  being  upon  flat  grounds.  The 
firft  part  of  it  is  pafled  by  a  very  large  ferr)'-boat, 
which   held  at  once  my  two  coaches  and  fix  horles, 
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one  waggon,  and  my  minks,  eight  facjdle-horfcs,  and 
would  have  Tf^ccived  many  more.  This  boat  is  of  a 
contrivance  fo  (ingular,  as  well  as  fo  commodious, 
that  I  have  much  wondered  never  to  have  feen  it  prac- 
tifed  in  any  other  place;  for  the  force  of  the  ftream 
drives  the  boat  crofs  the  river  without  the  lead  pains 
of  the  men,  being  kept  to  its  courfe  by  a  ftrong  cable 
extended  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  fattened  to  a 
pully  fet  up  for  that  purpofe  in  the  boat  •,  fo  that  no 
ftrefs  of  weather  hinders  this  paflage,  and  the  harder 
the  ftream  runs,  the  fooner  it  is  made.  Where  the 
river  grows  (hallow,  and  the  current  flack,  on  the  Be- 
tuwe  fide,  it  is  fupplied  by  a  bridge  of  planks  for 
sJx^ut  two  hundred  paces,  which  are  ill  kept,  many 
kx)fe  or  (baking,  and  no  defence  on  the  fides.  When 
my  coaches  were  upon  this  bridge,  the  cannon  of  the 
town  began  to  fire,  and  fo  continued  all  the  while  I 
was  upon  the  river ;  which  was  a  piece  of  civility 
well  underftood  ;  but  my  horfes  were  fo  unruly  with 
that  noife,  and  the  clatter  of  the  planks,  that  they 
were  much  likelier  to  have  carrit^d  me  into  the  river 
than  into  the  boat.  But  when,  with  the  help  of  my 
fen^ants  on  foot  that  led  them,  we  got  in  there,  we 
were  fafe  as  in  a  houfe,  and  got  well  away  to  the  town 
where  I  landed  at  Sir  Lionel  Jenkin's  houfe,  and  ftaid 
there  till  late  in  the  evening,  to  avoid  any  vifits  or 
ceremonies  that  night. 

The  next  day  I  was  vifited  by  the  French  amba(ra- 
dors.  With  monfieur  D'Avaux  pafTed  little  but  what 
was  common  upon  fuch  occafions :  But  the  mar(hal 
D'Eftrades  and  monfieur  Colbert  being  of  my  particular 
acquaintance  in  my  former  embaflies  at  the  Hague  and 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  they  pretended,  in  their  firft  feparate 
vifits,  to  enter  with  me  upon  points  and  terms  ot  great 
confidence,  and  upon  matters  that  gave  me  light  into 
the  whole  defign  of  France  intended  by  the  fteps  of 
this  treaty,  to  which  they  had  of  late  (hewed  fo  great 
Z  4  forwardncis. 
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fbrwardncfs,  at  leaft  in  the  forming  of  this  congrds, 
and  difpatch  of  their  ambafladors,    before  thofe  of 
the  allies  were  in  any  motion,  or  perhaps  difoofition 
tov/ards  it.     They  both  told  me.  That  they  had  ex- 
prefs  and  private  orciers  from  the  king  tlieir  mafter, 
to  make  me  particular  compliments  upon  the  efteem 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty  had  for  my  perfon,  and  to 
make  their  application  wholly  to  me  in  the  courfe  of 
this  negotiation,  though  one  of  us  minifters  mediators 
came  from  rcfiding  in  their  own  court;    but   they 
knew  very  well  I  had  the  king  my  mailer's  confidence 
as  well  as  that  of  his  minifters  ;    and,  that   having 
had  the  framing  of  this  congrefs  from  the  firft  over- 
tures, and  through  all  the  preliminaries,  there  was  no 
other  hand   but   mine   capable  of  finifhing  it ;    and 
therefore  they  prefaged  me  all  the  glory  of  it :  that  I 
might  reckon  upon  all  the  facility  their  mafter  could 
give  towards  it  5   but  that  after  fuch   fuccefles  in  the 
war,  and  at  the  head  of  io  great  forces  both  at  land 
and  fea,  it  could  not  be  expeded  he  fliould  yield  to  rc- 
ftore  what  his  arms  had  conquered.  On  the  other  fide, 
they  knew  very  well,  that  though  the  States  were  bent 
upon  the  peace,  yet  the  forwardnefs  or  extravagant  de- 
mands or  their  allies  would  engage  them  as  long  as 
they  could  in  the  war,  unlefs  the  prince  of  Orange 
would  interpofe  his  authority,  which  was  lb  great  with 
all  the  allies,  that  they  were  fure  of  their  coiifenting 
to  whatever  terms  the  prince  Ihould  be  refolutc  in  pro- 
pofing  for  the  peace :  that,  to  draw  it  therefore  to  a 
happy  ifllie,  there  was  no  way  but  for  his  highnefe 
firft  to  agree  privately  with  France  upon  the  a)ndi* 
tions,  and  what  every  party  fiiould  content  themfelvcs 
with ;  and  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty,  to 
draw  all  things,    by  concert  together,    to  the   fcope 
agreed  between  them-,  in  which  the  prince  might  make 
ufe  of  the  known  temper  of  the  States  to  bring  it  to  a 
fudden  iffue,  and  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  in  cafe  the 
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unreaibnable  pretences  of  their  allies  (hould  hinder  or 
idday  a  general  one  :  that  this  part  was  acted  by  the 
eledbor  of  Bavaria  at  Munller,  who  was  in  private 
concert  with  France  through  the  whole  proceedings  of 
that  treaty,  though  he  went  on  with  the  allies  in  the 
public  tranfaiSlions  :  that  he  owed  the  greatnefs  of  his 
houie  to  this  counfel,  and  to  the  confideration  and  fup- 
port  it  had  ever  fince  received  from  the  crown  of 
France  :  that,  by  purfying  the  fame  at  Nimeguen,  it 
would  be  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  power  to  do  the 
fame  for  himfelf  and  his  family  ;  and  that,  for  what 
concerned  his  own  perfonal  interefts  and  advantages, 
their  matter  had  given  them  power  to  afllire  him,  he 
fhould  have  carte  blanche,  and  draw  his  own  condi- 
tions upon  it :  that  though  they  had  other  ways  of  mak- 
ing this  overture  to  the  prince,  yet  they  had  order  to 
do  it  by  none  but  me,  it  I  would  charge  myfelf  with 
it :  that  they  knew  the  credit  and  confidence  I  was  in 
with  the  prince,  and  how  tar  he  would  defer  to  my 
q)inions  in  what  concerned  the  public  interefts  of  his 
allies  as  well  as  his  own :  and  that,  if  I  would  efix)ufe 
this  affair,  befides  the  glory  of  having  alone  given  a 
peace  to  Chriftendom,  I  might  reckon  upon  what  I 
pleafed  myfelf  from  the  bounty  and  gcnerofity  of  the 
king  their  mafter. 

This  was  the  fum  of  what  was  faid  by  them  both, 
though  in  fevcral  and  private  vifits;  but  I  obferved 
moniieur  Colbert  to  have  been  inflrufted  with  more 
particular  confidence,  and  to  dcfign  it  with  me,  even 
apart  from  both  his  collcgues  and  mine,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  this  intelligence  ;  but  monfieur  D'Eftrades  va- 
lued himfelf  chietiy  upon  his  entering  into  it  with  me 
preferable  to  all  others,  though  he  had  feveral  other 
ways  of  doing  it  with  the  prince,  as  well  as  into  what 
uraftices  he  rtiould  think  fit  with  the  States,  by  the 
help  of  fo  many  friendships  and  hai)itudes  as  I  kne\y 
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he  had  contrafted  in  Holland,  during _fo  tpng  a  courfc 
of  employments  there. 

I  anfwered.  That  I  was  obligrd  to  his  moft  cliriftian 
fnajefly  for  his  good  opinion,  and  to  them  for  having 
given  it  him,  not  having  my  felt  at  aJJ  the  honour  of  be- 
ing known  to  him  :  that  I  fiiould  make  no  ill  ufe  of  this 
great  honour  and  contidence,  whether  I  fhould  be  able 
to  make  a  gooti  one  or  not:  that,  for  his  majefty'j 
difpofitions  to  promote  the  peace,  tbry  knew  them  as 
well  as  I V  but  that  many  tcniideratiuns  had  engaged 
him  to  inilrudt  11  s  the  mediators  only  to  promote  a  ge- 
neral peace,  and  not  to  enter  into  any  paces  towards 
any  particular  one,  or  Jcparate,  between  the  parries, 
which  luch  a  private  and  previous  concert  between 
France  and  the  prince  of  Orange  would  look  very  like  \ 
and  therefore  I  did  not  fee  how  I  could  enter  upon  it 
without  pardcular  orders  from  the  king:  that^  be- 
fides,  I  would  confefs  to  them,  that  I  did  not  think 
it  would  be  of  any  great  cffcft,  if  I  Ihould  receive 
them  ;  and  that  the  beft  fervice  I  could  do  them  (the 
ambalTadors)  was  to  let  them  know  very  freely  all 
that  I  knew,  or  at  le^ft  diought,  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  his  difpofitions  in  this  great  affair,  that  they 
might  the  better  guefs  what  paces  to  exped  trom  him  : 
that  I  was  iure  he  dcfired  the  peace  as  much  as  the 
States  could  do  *,  that  the  wTak  conduft  of  Spain,  and 
diftrasfted  cnunfels  of  the  Empire,  were  enough  to  force 
him  upon  ir,  without  many  other  circumftances  that 
were  too  well  kiiown  to  trouble  them  with ;  that  the 
prince  knew  very  well  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at 
all  in  tlie  terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Holland^ 
and  that  all  would  arife  from  their  allies,  who  had  en- 
tered into  the  war  only  in  their  defence:  that  their 
fairli  and  honour  were  fince  engaged  by  many  treaties 
concluded  with  them,  and  which  hindered  them  from 
making  any  feparate  peart- :  that,  in  ail  thofe  treaties, 
the  princT-'ji  honour  was  more  particularly  engaged j 
a  upon 
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vtpon  which  pcribnally  the  fev^al  confedeftte  princel 
iKrere  known  to  rely  more,  than  upon  any  public  refb- 
ludon  or  i'nftruments  of  the  States :  that,  if  any  ways 
could  be  found,  or  offers  made  towards  bringing  hi^ 
highnefs  out  of  this  war,  with  the  fafety  of  his  honouTy 
hf  the  iatisfaAion  of  his  allies,  upon  any  fort  of  terms, 
I  was  fure  he  would  fall  into  them  with  all  the  joy 
that  could  be ;    but  to  break  from  them,  againft  all 
faith  and  agreements,  by  feparate  meafiires,  1  believed 
he  would  never  be  induced,  but  by  the  laft  extremities 
of  die  war,  or  necefllties  at  home :  and  that,  for  his 
own  perfonal  intercfts,  I  was  confident  no  advantages 
to  be  offered  liim  would  ever  be  confidercd  by  his 
highnefs,  how  great  foever  \   but  that  two  or  three 
towns,  more  or  lefs  to  the  Spaniards,  for  the  ftrength 
of  their  frontier  in  Flanders,  would  prevail  more  with 
him  than  all  could  be  done  for  his  intereft  in  Orange  or 
Burgundy  -,  and  diat  all  other  propofitions  of  advan- 
tages more  than  were  avowed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
treaty  were,  I  believed,  what  he  would  take  ill  frorii 
any  that  Ihould  make  them  j  and  yet,  whenever  I  faw 
him  next,  I  would  tell  him  of  all  that  had  pafled  in 
this  converladon :  but,  for  the  deference  they  believed 
his  highnefs  might  have  for  my  ft-ntiments,  I  would 
aflurc  them,  my  opinion  was,  he  had  none  for  mine, 
or  any  man's  eile,  further  than  as  their  arguments  pre- 
vailed upon  his  judgment :  that  he  had  fenfe  enough 
to  govern  himfclf,  and  I  believed  he  would  always 
cruft  to  it,  though  he  might  advife  with  other  men. 

After  thcfe  converfations,  during  the  time  I  ftaid 
rft  Nin-^iien,  monfieur  Colbert  inade  many  fmall  at- 
tacks of  this  kind  upon  me,  and  fometimes  contented 
hirtfelf  only  to  let  fall  fome  things  in  convcrfation,  to 
try  if  I  was  diipoled  to  enter  further  upon  that  fubjeft  : 
But  the  Marclchal  D'Eftrades  immediately  after  began 
to  turn  his  battery  another  way,  which  was  upon  the 
Pcnfioncr  Fagel,    by  the  intervention  of  a  perfon  of 
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Macftricht,  many  of  whofe  letters  the  Pcnfioner  flicw- 
ed  me  upon  the  fame  occafion ;  and  with  all  the  offers 
that  could  be  made  of  confideration  and  advantage  to 
the  interefts  of  the  prince  of  Orange ;  which  met  with  no 
other  reception  from  his  highnefs  than  what  I  foretold. 

After  the  firft  vifits  between  us  and  the  French  and 
Dutch  ambafladors,  whom  only  we  found  at  Nimegucn^ 
we  received  a  vifit  from  the  magiftrates  of  the  town, 
who  told  us,  they  had  order  from  the  States  to  remit 
the  government  of  the  city  to  our  difpoCtion,  during 
the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  to  proceed  no  otherways  in  it, 
than  according  to  fuch  orders  as  they  fhould  receive 
from  us  the  mediators.  We  told  them,  it  was  his 
majefty's  pleafure,  that  we  fhould  not  at  all  intermeddle 
with  it,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  fhould  confign 
into  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  juftice  of  the  town  any 
of  our  domeflics  that  fhould  be  guilty  of  any  crime 
againft  the  peace  or  government  of  the  place  •,  and 
that  juftice  fhould  be  done  upon  them  according  to 
their  faults  -,  and  that  we  fhould  not  take  upon  us  to 
withdraw  or  pr6te6t  them  from  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
juftice,  by  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  charaftcr 
his  majefly  had  given  us. 

After  this  we  applied  ourfclves  to  propofe  fome  re- 
gulations for  the  order  and  quiet  of  fo  numerous  an 
aflembly  as  this  was  like  to  prove  (in  a  town  but  too 
ftrait,  and  compofed  of  narrow  ftreets)  and  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  fome  compafs  of  neutral  country  about 
it,  for  the  convenience  and  divertifement  of  the  com- 
pany that  fhould  compofe  it.  For  the  firft,  we  gave  in 
a  paper  to  the  French  and  Dutch  ambaJOTadors,  with 
certain  articles,  to  which  we  defired  their  confent  -,  not 
doubting,  but  all  ethers,  that  fhould  come  after, 
would  eafily  fall  into  what  they  fhould  previoufly 
agree  to  upon  our  defire.  They  were  thefe,  as  we  gave 
them  in  French,  the  language  ufed  in  all  conferences, 
and  nxft  papers,  that  pafll*d  in  this  treaty. 
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i.  ^ut  pour  eviter  Us  incon^ 

vimiins  pit  fourroient  arriver 

fmr  te  grand  mmbn  it  p-ains 

dams  des  rues^  qui  fint  ft  etroitesy 

tf  MntTi  des  coins  Ji  incommodes^ 

Its  ambaffadiurs  modiatcttrs  pre- 

pofattj    d€  ni  fain  les  vifitiSy 

mefine  alUs  de  ceremonies  qu'a- 

wr    cbacwi  ambaffadeur   deux 

fagis  &  fuatre  laquais^  &  ttn 

caroffij  a  deux  chevaux ;  &f  de 

ifaller  a  aucune  place  de  confe- 

rencey   au  autres  Ueux  publics 

avec  plus  d*un  page  ^  deux  la- 

fuais  a  chaque  ambaffadeur. 


2.  ^sfen  cas  de  rencontre  de 
caroffes  dans  les  Ueux  trop 
tftroits  poier  le  paffage  de  Fun 
y  de  Fautre^  d)acuny  au-Ueux 
de  Cemharraffer  pour  le  pasy  y 
afportera  toutefrte  de  faciliUy 
6f  t'arreftera  le  premier  quand 
Ufera  le  premier  averti  que  le 
feffiige  eji  trop  cfltoii^  i^  fera 
fkce  eu  cas  que  de  fan  ccfle  cela 
ft  trcuve  le  plus  facile. 

3*  ^^  '^^  laquais  ne  pcrtC' 
rtnt  efpee^  baton^  ni  baguette^ 
far  Us  rues  I  ni  Us  pages  plus 
file  de  baguette  feuUment, 

4.  ^ie  ks  ambaffadeur s  fur 
amaen  crime  coenmis  par  aucun 
de  Uurs  domefliques  contre  la 
paix  publique,  renonceront  a  la 
preU&ion  des  dits  domefiiqueSy 
V  Us  remettront  aujjitojl  entre 
Us  mains  de  la  ^uftice  de  la  v/A 
U^  lafrians  &r  autorifans  depro^ 


1.  That  for  avoiding  the  in- 
conveniences which  may  hap- 
pen by  the  great  number  of 
trains  in  the  ftreets,  which  arc 
fo  narrow,  and  turnings  fo  in- 
commodious ,  the  ambafTa- 
dors  mediators  propofe,  not 
to  make  any  vifits,  even  thofe 
of  ceremony,  with  more  than 
two  pages  and  four  lackeys 
each  ambaflador;  and  one 
coach  with  two  horfcs;  and 
not  to  go  to  any  place  of  con- 
ference, or  other  public  places, 
with  more  than  one  page  and  ' 
two  lackeys  to  every  ambaf- 
fador. 

2.  That  when  coaches  meet 
in  too  narrow  places,  where 
there  is  not  room  to  pafs  by 
one  another,  every  one,  in- 
ftead  of  contending  for  pre- 
cedency, fliall  mind  rather  to 
make  the  paflage  eafy  to  each 
other,  and  flop  firft  if  he  have 
the  firft  notice  that  the  paflage 
is  too  ftrait,  and  give  place 
to  the  other,  in  cafe  it  be  more 
eafy  on  his  fide. 

3.  That  lackeys  fliall  not 
wear  a  fword,  nor  carry  a  ftaff 
or  llick  in  the  ftreets  ;  nor 
pages  any  more  than  a  little 
flick. 

4.  That  the  ambaffadors, 
upon  any  crime  committed 
againft  the  public  peace,  by 
any  of  their  domeftics,  fliall 
renounce  all  protedion  of  the 
faid  domeftics,  and  deliver 
them  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  city ;   de- 

ceder 
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ciifer  contri  eu^  JeUn  Us  regies  firing  and  authorifing  them  to 

§rdinair€f.  proceed  agayift  them  accord* 

ing  to  their  ordinary  rules. 

5.  Sy^n  caf  de  qudque  /V-  5-  Th^t  in  cafe  any  infult 

fube  ou  querelle  faite  par  aucun  or  quarrel  be  made  by  the  do- 

ii  Uwr$  domejiiques  contre  ceu*  meftics    of    one   ambafladoTy 

fi aucun  autre  ambajfadeur  ou  againft  thofe  of  another  am- 

miniftre  public^   Us    ambajfa-  bajQl^dor  or  public    minifter^ 

iturs  remettront  tels  donujiiquts  the  ambafladors  (hall  deliver 

pitrt  Us  mains  du  matjbre  de  la  up  fuch  of  their  domeftics  in- 

partie  offimfie  pour  ejlre  punts  to  the  hands  of  the  mafter  of 

a  la  dijcreiion.  the  party    ofFended,     to    be 

puniihed  at  his  difcretion. 

The  French  ambafladors  received  this  paper  with 
much  approbation  and  compliment  to  us  upon  the 
defign  and  conception  of  it,  and  faid  they  were  ready 
to  give  their  full  confent  to  every  pcj-t  of  it,  excepting 
only  the  fecond  article  \  but  upon  this  they  could  not, 
w^tnout  firft  acquainting  their  mafter,  from  whom  they 
had  orders  to  maintain,  upon  all  occafions,  the  rank 
thv  Spain  had  yielded  to  them  by  treaty  -,  fo  that  they 
could  not  ftop  or  make  way  for  the  minifters  of  that 
crown,  though  they  would  do  it  for  thofe  of  Branden- 
burg. We  jold  them,  we  doubted  not  but  the  Emperor's 
ambafladors  would  be  content  to  fall  into  the  general 
rule  for  fo  good  an  end ;  and  that  for  ourfelves  the 
mediatprs  (who  were  out  of  all  competition  by  that 
quality)  yet  we  refolved  to  pradtife  it  with  the  reft,  and 
^ive  the  example. 

The  French  ambafladors  feemed  fatisfied,  in  their 
own  opinions ;  but,  however,  defired  they  might  firft 
communicate  it  to  tlieir  court.  The  Dutch  ambafla- 
dors wholly  approved  of  it,  ^nd  refolved  to  conform 
their  pradices  accordingly,  unlefs  they  found  other 
ambafladors  fliould  decline  it.  However,  about  a 
fortnight  after,  the  French  ambaflTadors,  ujpoa  dif- 
patches  from  their  court,  began  to  change  their  lan- 
guage; 


\ 
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guagc ;  and  told  us.  That  for  the  firft  article  men- 
fieur  de  Pompone  thought  it  not  neceflary  to  reftrain 
the  numbers  of  ambafladors  trains,  (ince  they  were  well 
provided  againft  diforders  by  the  following  articles: 
that,  befides,  this  v^ould  in  a  manner  level  the  am- 
bal&dors  of  the  greateft  kings  with  the  minifters  of 
finaller  princes,  at  lead  in  the  eyes  of  the  mam  peupk 
[tbi  vulgar^  who  meafure  the  dignity  of  perfons  by  the 
train  that  attend  them.     For  the  fecond  article,  they 
confented  to  it,  with  an  apoflyle  of  their  own  upon  it, 
providing,  that  it  fhould  not  prejudice  the  rights  of 
any  princes,  nor  ever  be  drawn  into  conlequence  in 
any  other  place  or  time.  We  found  by  thefe  anfwers, 
that  the  French  ambafladors  had  lefs  vanity  than  their 
court,  and  wondered  to  find  it  fo  avowed,  and  to  dc- 
fcend  to  circumftances  fo  low  and  fb  minute :  for 
though  vanity  be  a  weaknefs,  or  a  fault,  that  the  few- 
eft  men  are  without ;  yet  it  is  that,  of  all  others,  that 
the  feweft  will  own;    and  few  private  men,  though 
perhaps  afi^ecled  with  the  gazes  and  opinion  of  the  n£- 
blc  that  fill  the  ftreets  as  they  pafs,  will  yet  pretend 
or  confefs  to  confidei  them.     However,  we  mought 
bcft  to  let  it  pafs,  and  the  rather  becaufe  we  knew  it 
was  no  more  the  fenfe  of  the  French  ambafladors  than 
ours  ;  for  which  they  had  one  more  particular  reafon, 
which  was  the  noifc  that  ran  of  the  magnificent  pre- 
parations and  equipage  defigned  by  the  marquis  dc 
Balbaces  and  count  Antoine  towards  their  appearance 
in  this   congrels ;  the   firft  whereof  was   one  of  the 
richeft  fubjedts  of  Spain,  heir  and  defcendant  of  the 
famous  Spinola  -,  and  the  other  had  great  revenues 
from  the  duke  of  Oldenburg  (being  ^his  natural  fon) 
and  was  chofen  by  Denmark  on  purpofe  to  appear  with 
'iuftrein  this  embafly:    and  the  French  amoafladors 
apprehended  either  being  outfhined  by  thefe  at  their 
arrival,  or  being  engaged  in  greater  expences  upon  the 
vye  than  they  expefted  from  their  court  i  which  ufually 

leaver 
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leaves  thofe  kinds  of  fervices  to  future  rewards  by  fuc- 
ceeding  employments  and  advances,  rather  than  pre- 
fent  fupplies.  When  we  received  this  anfwer  from 
them,  we  only  faid  monfieur  Pompone's  reafoning  from 
the  menu  peuplc  [the  vulga?-]  feemed  a  little  below  the 
ereatnefs  ot  his  mafter,  or  the  ftyle  of  a  great  mini- 
ftcr  ;  but  that  we  fliould  acquaint  the  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors  with  it,  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  rctraft 
the  confent  they  had  already  given,  fince  they,  the 
French,  feemed  to  have  done  fo  •,  but  that,  for  our- 
felves,  we  would  obferve  at  lead  the  rules  we  had  prc- 
pofed  to  others,  and  let  them  follow  either  the  rules 
or  examples  as  they  pkafed.  The  French  would  by 
no  means  allow  to  have  rcfufed  them,  and  faid,  they 
had  only  told  us  monfieur  Pompone's  reflections  upon 
them  i  but  that  they  could  not  abfolutely  confent  till 
they  had  concerted  with  their  allies,  the  Swedilh  am- 
bafladors,  whofe  arrival  diey  daily  expeifled.  However, 
though  they  were  by  thefe  wholly  approved,  yet  the 
French  ambafladors,  during  the  aflembly,  made  all  their 
firft  vifits  with  the  three  leveral  ambafladors  coaches 
and  fix  horfes,  and  the  whole  number  of  their  train  ; 
which  fometimes  reached  lurther  than  the  fpace  be- 
tween their  houfes  and  of  the  minifters  where  the 
vifit  was  paid.  But  we  continued  to  make  ours  only 
with  rw'o  horfes,  and  the  number  of  fcrvants  we  had 
propofcd  •,  and  the  reft  of  the  rules  were  obferved  by 
all  with  fo  good  efFeft,  that,  for  one  whole  year  I  re- 
fided  there  together,  there  never  happened  any  dilbr- 
der  or  complaint  from  fo  numerous  trains. 

For  the  neutral  country,  we  at  firft  propofed  by  con- 
cert with  the  French  ambafladors,  to  extend  it  about 
three  leagues,  fo  as  to  take  in  the  town  of  Cleves  which 
has  been  always  celebrated  tor  one  of  the  pleafanteft 
lears  of  Germany,  but,  upon  tranfmittingthis  propofal 
to  the  French  court,  a  refolution  came  back  to  their 
ambafladors,  to  admit  only  two  leagues  from  Nime- 
2  guen. 
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ggea,  and  that  to  continue  fubjeft  to  contribution,  and 
to  execution  upon  failure  of  that  being  paid,  as  was 
ufual  to  the  garrifon  of  Maeftricht.  1  his  we  thought 
unprafticablc  with  the  fafety  of  the  ambafTadors  or 
dieir  retinues,  that  fliould  make  ufe  of  a  neutrality  fub^ 
jeft  to  inroads  of  armed  troops,  upon  prerence  of  con- 
tribution, and  admitted  of  many  dilputes.  The  French 
ambafiadors  had  orders  from  their  court  to  go  out  of 
town,  upon  any  occalion  of  airing  and  entertainment : 
the  Dutch  defired  us  to  let  the  French  know,  the  States 
could  not  be  anfwerable  for  their  doing  it  fafcly,  till 
a'neutral  country  were  eftabliflied,  without  being  liable 
to  contribution.  After  fome  time,  rather  than  conti- 
nue prifoners  to  the  town,  or  venture  the  inconvenir 
cnce  and  danger  of  parties  ranging  within  the  bounds 
of  a  neutral  country,  a  compafs  was  agreed,  about 
two  Engliffi  miles  from  the  town ;  and  marked  out . 
with  feveral  great  pods  erefted  to  that  purpofe,  with-^ 
in  which  all  perfons  Ihould  have  liberty,  and  no  foK 
dier  fhould  be  fuffered  to  come  in  upon  any  pretext 
whatfoever. 

Several  pretenfions  were  raifed  at  the  opening  of  this 
congrefs  (which  was  reckoned  from  the  time  of  two 
mediators  arrival  upon  the  place)  about  the  right  of 
feveral  princes  to  fend  ambafladors,   and  many  dif- 
putes  arofe  upon  them.     It  had  been  agreed  at  the 
treaty  of  Munfler,  that  every  eleftor  fliould  be  allow- 
cd  to   fend  a  minifter  thither,  with  the  charafter  of 
ambaflador ;  but,  if  they  fcnt  more  than  one  in  com- 
miflion,  that  the  firfl:  only  fliould  be  treated  with  Ex- 
cellence, and  other  ceremonies  of  ambafladors.     This 
rule  we  agreed  to  follow  at  Nimeguen  :  and  die  eleftor 
of  Brandenburg  fent  two  ambafladors  thither  -,  but  we 
treated  the  firit  only  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and 
left  the  odier  to  his  pretences  and  complaints.     The 
French  followed  our  example-,  and  the  other  ambafr 
ladors  di4  fomc  one,  fome  the  other,  according  as  theif 
.    yoL.  II.  A  a  intereftj 
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nterefts  engaged  them  to  comply  with  that  eleftor  in 
this  pretence. 

Upon  admiflion  of  the  eleftors  to  fend  ambafla- 
dors  to  the  congrefs,  the  fame  pretence  was  foon  after 
rsufed  by  the  dukes  of  Lorrain,  Neuburg,  and  Lunen- 
burg :  much  altercation  was  ufed  upon  this  fubjeft,  but 
the  precedents  alledged  not  being  found  without  dif- 
pute,  the  thing  lay  quiet,  and  their  envoys  arrived 
after  fome  time  at  Nimeguen. 

We  agreed,  neither  to  give  the  firft  vifit,  nor  the 
hand  in  our  houfes,  to  any  charafter  under  that  of 
ambaffador;  nor  to  other  perfons  of  quality,  that 
were  not  either  counts  of  the  Empire,  or  general  offi- 
cers of  armies. 

There  was  no  difpute  about  the  rank  with  the  me- 
diators, the  French  having  firft  yielded  it  by  order  of 
their  court,  till  the  Imperialifts  came,  who  neither  yield- 
ed nor  refufed  it,  but  feemed  defirous  to  have  that 
mark  of  diftinftion  allowed  between  the  Emperor's 
ambafiadors  and  thofe  of  all  other  crowned  heads. 
We  held  on  our  pretence  of  it  from  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  reft;  but  kept  it  from  coming  to  any  deciflon  till 
the  very  figning  of  the  treaty ;  finding  the  Emperor 
not  inclined  to  yield  it,  and  knowing,  that,  if  it  were 
refufed  there,  die  admiffion  granted  by  the  reft  might 
come  to  be  retracted  upon  that  example. 

The  other  ambafladors  were  left  to  their  ufual  pre- 
tences ;  the  French,  that  all  (hould  yield  to  them  ;  and 
die  reft,  of  none  yielding  to  one  another ;  in  which 
the  Swedes  carried  the  point,  even  with  their  allies 
the  French,  as  nicely  and  pofitively  as  any  others. 

The  Swedes  arrived  about  the  middle  of  Auguft, 
fent  firft  to  us,  and  then  to  the  French,  to  notify  their 
arrival.  This  happened  late  in  the  evening;  lb  we 
deferred  our  compliments  and  defines  of  an  hour  till 
next  morning.  The  French  made  theirs  the  fame  night 
to  monfieur  Oxenftiern,  die  firft  in  commiffion,  who 

gave 
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gave  them  an  hour  the  next  morning ;  and  to  our  fe- 
crctaries,  who  came  to  them  about  that  time,  they 
gave  an  hour  in  the  afternoon.  The  vifits  were  made 
accordingly ;  but,  upon  our  infilling  that  the  firll  vi- 
fit  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  mediators,  from  whom- 
Ibever  the  firft  (hould  be  received  ;  the  Swedilh  am- 
balladors,  after  fome  time  to  confider  it,  determined 
the  point,  and  made  us  the  firft  vifit,  though  the  French 
had  firft  made  it  to  them.  And  this  was  obferved  by 
the  ambaflTadors  that  aftenvards  arrived,  during  my 
refidence  there. 

I  remember  no  other  points  of  the  ceremonial,  that 
fcem  to  have  been  eftablifhed  by  the  courie  of  this  af- 
fcmbly,  unlefs  it  was  one  particular  to  ourfelves,  who 
declared  that  we  would  dine  with  no  ambaflador  till 
the  peace  was  concluded,  being  defirous  to  avoid  the 
troubles  and  engagements  of  perpetual  invitations,  as 
well  as  the  unkindnefs  of  excufes  at  one  time,  or  to 
fome  perfon  more  than  another ;  but  our  own  tables 
were  open,  each  of  us  three  days  in  the  week,  two 
poft-days  being  referved  to  ourfelves  for  bufincls,  and 
one  for  diverfion  or  exercife  abroad  ;  and  fcveral  of  the 
ambaflladors,  efpecially  the  French,  came  to  our  tables, 
ftotwithftanding  this  refolution,  which  they  fecmed  to 
take  a  little  to  heart.  But,  to  make  amends,  we  di- 
vided the  nights  by  turns.  Where  there  were  any 
ladies  in  the  ambaflTadors  houfes,  and  where  the 
evenings  were  fpent  in  dancing  or  play,  or  carelefs  and 
eafy  fuppers  or  collations  \  in  thefe  entertainments,  as 
I  teldom  failed  of  making  a  part,  and  my  collegue  ne- 
ver had  any,  fo  it  gave  occafion  for  a  good  faying  that 
pafled  upon  it,  §iue  la  mediation  cfiolt  tonsjours  en  pied 
pur  faire  fa  fuKolioHy  [That  the  mediation  v/as  always 
in  a  pofture  to  go  on  with  its  bufinLjs  •,  j  for  I  ufcd  to  go 
to  bed,  and  rife  late  ;  whiie  my  collegue  was  a- bed  by 
eight,  and  up  by  four :  and  to  lay  truth,  two  more 
A  a  2  different 


356  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679.- 

different  men  were  never  joined  in  one  commiflion,  nor. 
agreed  better  in  it. 

For  bufinefs,  there  was  very  little  for  many  months 
after  the  congrcfs  began,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Impe- 
rial minifters  -,  only  the  French  ambafladors,  foon  af- 
ter my  coming,  demanding  an  audience,  came  to  make 
us  the  offer  of  exhibiting  xhtir  fkin-pouvoirs  [full  powers] 
into  our  hands,  not  doubting,  as  they  faid,  of  the  Dutch 
being  ready  to  do  the  fame.  But,  upon  our  acquaint- 
ing the  Dutch  ambaffadors  with  this  overture,  they 
told  us,  that  it  was  in  the  choice  of  the  French  am- 
baffadors to  do  it  when  they  pleafed  ;  but  they  did 
not  conceive  the  haflening  of  it  would  gain  any  time^ 
lince  they  had  no  orders  to  make  that  pace  without  a 
previous  concert  with  their  allies ;  and  confequently, 
though  the  French  fhould  do  it,  yet  they  would,  at 
prefent,  neither  exhibit  their  own,  nor  make  any  re- 
ileftions  (as  might  be  neceflary)  upon  thofe  of  the 
French.  From  this  anfwer,  the  French  took  occafion 
to  prefs  the  Dutch  extremely  upon  making  inftances 
to  all  their  allies  to  haflen  to  the  treaty,  or  elfe  to  de- 
clare that  they  would  enter  into  affairs  without  them ; 
and  not  without  fome  intimation  of  their  mafler's  be- 
ing refolved  to  recall  them,  in  cale  this  was  refufed, 
or  much  longer  delayed.  The  Dutch  excufed  the  re- 
tardments given  to  the  treaty  fo  long,  by  the  many 
difficulties  raifcxi  by  the  French  court  upon  occafion 
of  the  pafTports,  which  were  not  yet  difpatched  to  fomc 
of  their  new  allies  •,  but,  however,  promiled  to  acquaint 
the  States  with  thcfe  inltances,  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
pofe  them  to  fix  fome  time,  by  which  they  would  or- 
der their  ambaffadors  to  enter  into  matter,  unlefs  the 
minifters  of  the  allies  were  arrived  at  Nimeguen. 

In  thefe,  and  fcveral  other  points,  interceding  be- 
tween the  French  and  Dutch  ambaffadors,  we  carried 
the  propofals  and  anfwers  from  one  to  the  other,  at 
their  houfes,  by  word  of  month  j  which  continued  till 
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the  aflembly  was  completed,  and  a  place  of  confer- 
ence, with  much  difficulty,  agreed  at  the  ftadthoufe 
of  Nim.^guen;  where,  after  n.any  difiiculties  bctw  :n 
the  rvvo  confederacies,  and  many  more  between  the 
parties  that  compofed  each  of  them,  two  chambers  were 
at  length  agreed  for  the  parties,  and  one  for  the  me- 
diators, by  which  our  pajns  were  Icffcned,  but  without 
other  advantage  •,  nor  was  there  any  point  that  gave 
us  more  trouble  than  the  adjufting  this  among  the 
panics  :  for  the  French  were,  from  the  very  firft,  mod 
declaredly  averfe  from  treating,  either  by  writings,  or 
from  agreeing  to  a  place  of  publick  conference  ;  con  • 
cciving  this  would  tend  to  keep  the  body  of  the  con- 
federacy united  in  the  treaty,  as  well  as  the  war; 
whereas  their  defign  was  to  break  that  union  here, 
which  they  could  not  in  the  field,  and  find  fome  way 
or  other  of  entering  into  feparatc  meafures  for  a  peace 
with  fome  of  the  parties  engaged.  In  the  m.ean  time 
the  allies  found,  or  took,  as  many  occafions  as  they 
could,  of  delaying  the  difpatch  of  their  miniltcrs  to 
the  congrefs,  while  they  had  hopes  of  hindering  the 
Dutch  from  proceeding  without  them ;  and  that  they 
believed  might  be  done  till  this  campaign  fhould  end  ; 
from  the  events  whereof  the  fevcral  princes  might  the 
better  take  their  mealiires  tor  the  conditions  of  a  peace 
diat  ftiould  be  propof^d  or  infilled  on  in  this  treaty. 
And  this  difpofition  of  th^-irs  war.  fo  well  purfued,  that 
no  other  ambaflfadors  arrived  at  Nimeguen  till  No- 
vember •,  though  we  and  the  French,  and  the  Dutch, 
had  been  fo  long  upon  the  place,  and  the  Sv;cdcb  foon 
after  us. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fucceffes  of  the  campaign,  that 
were  expefted  abfo:  utely  to  govern  the  morions  of  the 
treaty,  were  various  as  to  the  grofs  of  the  war,  but 
ran  as  high  to  the  advantage  of  the  French,  as  to  the 
difadvantage  ot  the  Swedih  affairs.  By  force  of  great 
treafures,  and  great  order  in  difpofing  them,  tlie 
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French  magazines  were  always  filled  in  the  wintier,  fii 
as  to  enable  them  to  take  the  field  as  they  pleafed  in 
the  fpring,  without  fearing  the  weather  for  their  foot, 
or  expedling  grafs  for  their  horfe.  On  the  other  fide, 
the  Spaniards  want  of  money  and  order,  left  their  troops 
in  Flanders,  neither  capable  to  aft  by  thenifelves,  up- 
on any  fudden  attempt,  nor  to  fimply  with  provifioins 
in  their  march  either  Dutch  or  uermans  that  fhould 
come  to  their  relief*  Their  towns  were  ill  fortified, 
and  worfe  defended;  fo  that  the  king  of  France,  march- 
ing in  the  head  of  a  brave  and  numerous  army,  took 
Conde  in  four  days,  in  the  month  of  April,  this  year 
1676,  before  any  of  the  confederates  were  in  the  field  •, 
and  in  May  fent  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  befiege  Bou- 
chain,  with  fome  part  of  his  troops,  being  a  fmall, 
though  ftrong  place,  and  very  confidcrable  for  its  fi- 
tuation  to  the  defence  of  the  Spanilh  Netherlands.  The 
king,  with  die  flrength  of  his  army,  polled  himfelf 
fb  advantageoufly,  as  to  hinder  the  prince  of  Orange 
from  being  able  to  relieve  it,  or  to  fight  without  dif- 
advantage. 

The  prince  ftruggled  dirough  all  the  difficulties  from 
the  fealon,  or  want  of  provifions  and  magazines  in 
Flanders,  and  marched  with  his  army  in  fight  of  the 
French  king  by  the  middle  of  May.  The  armies  con- 
tinued Ibme  days  facing  one  another,  and  feveral  times 
drawing  out  in  order  to  a  battle,  which  neither  of  them 
thought  fit  to  begin ;  whether  not  willing  to  hazard, 
without  ncceffity  or  advantage,  fo  dccifive  an  a(5):ion 
as  this  was  like  to  prove ;  or  whether  the  French  con- 
tented themfelves  to  carry  their  point  by  hindering 
the  relief  of  Bouchain,  which  muft  fall  without  it-, 
while  the  prince  of  Orange  was  withheld  by  the  Spa- 
niards from  purfuing  his,  which  was  to  give  a  battle 
that  the  Spaniards  knew  could  not  be  loft  without  the 
lofs  of  Flanders.  The  armies  continued  facing  one 
anotlicr  dll  Bouchain  was  furrendercd  the  eighth  day  of 
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the  ficgp.  The  prince  returned  to  refrcfh  his  army, 
harrafled  with  fo  hafiy  a  march  upon  fo  ludden  prepa- 
rations ;  and  the  king  of  France  returned  home,  leav- 
ing his  army  under  the  marfhal  de  Schomberg,  to  at- 
tend the  motions  of  the  enemies.  The  prince  fell  in- 
to concert  with  the  Spaniards  and  German  princes  near 
the  lower  Rhine  for  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht ;  which, 
though  the  ftrongeft  of  the  Dutch  frontiers  when  it 
was  taken,  had  been  yet  fortified  by  the  French  fince 
they  poflefled  it,  with  all  the  advantages  of  art  and 
cxpence,  and  with  a  garrifbn  of  eight  thoufand  chofen 
men,  under  Calvo,  a  refolute  Catalonian,  who  com- 
manded there  under  the  marfhal  D'Eftrades  governor  of 
the  place,  but  then  at  Nimeguen. 

About  the  end  of  July  the  trenches  were  opened  by 
the  prince,  and  the  fiege  carried  on  with  fuch  bravery, 
fo  many  and  defperate  afiaults,  for  about  three  weeks ; 
that  as  wagers  were  continually  offered,  with  odds,  at 
Nimeguen,  that  it  would  be  taken  within  fuch  or  fuch 
a  time,  fo  we  did  not  obferve  the  marfhal  D'Eflrades 
was  willing  to  take  them,  or  feemed  at  all  confident  it 
would  be  fo  well  defended.  The  prince,  and  the  Rhin- 
grave  (who  was  defigned  for  governor  of  the  town,  as 
his  father  had  been)  were  ever  in  the  head  of  the  attacks ; 
and  made  great  ufe,  as  well  as  proof,  of  the  defperate 
courage  of  the  Englifh  troops,  upon  all  thole  occafions : 
Many  of  the  outworks  were  taken,  with  great  flaugh- 
tcr  on  both  fides ;  but  were  fupplied  by  new  retrench- 
ments, and  by  all  the  art  and  induftry  of  a  refolute 
captain,  and  brave  foldiers  within.  About  the  mid- 
dle.of  Auguft,  the  prince,  expofing  himfelf  upon  all 
occafions,  received  a  mufket  fhot  in  his  arm  ;  at  which 
perceiving  thofe  about  him  were  daunted,  he  immedi- 
ately pulled  off  his  hat  with  the  arm  that  was  hurt, 
and  waved  it  about  his  head,  to  fhew  the  wound  was 
but  in  the  fiefh,  and  the  bone  fafe  -,  at  which  they  all 
revived,  and  the  prince  went  on  without  interruption 
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in  all  thfc  pdces  of  the  fiege.    But  a  cruel  fickrtefs  felw 
ing  into  his  army,  weakened  it  more  than  all  the  af* 
faults  they  had  given  the  town.     I'he  Germans  camC 
not  up  with  the  Ibpplies  they  had  promifed,  and  upon 
which  aflurance  the   fiege  was  undenaken ;  and   the; 
Rhingrave,  who,  next  the  prince,   was  the  fpring  of 
this  action,  happening  to  be  wounded  foon  after,  was 
forced  to  leave  the  camp  for  a  caftle  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, where  he  died :  by  all  which  the  army  grew  dif* 
heartened,    and  the  fiege  faint.     In  the  mean  time^ 
monfieur  de  Schomberg,  who  trufted  to  a  vigorous  de- 
fence at  Maeflricht,  had  befieged  and  taken  Aire ;  and, 
after  the  prince's  army  was  weakened  by  the  accidents 
of  the  fiege,  marched  with  all  the  French  forces  thro' 
the  heart  of  the  Spanifii  Low-Countries,  to  the  relief 
of  Maeftricht  -,  upon  whofe  approach,  and  the  refolu* 
tions  of  a  council  of  war  in   the  prince's  camp,  the 
iBege  was  raifed,  and  with  it  the  campaign  ended  in 
the  Dutch  or  Spanilh  provinces.     And  from  this  time 
the  prince  of  Orange  began  to  defpair  of  any  fuccefs 
in  the  war,  after  fuch  trials  and  experience  of  fucli 
weaknefs  in  the  Spanifli  forces  and  conduct,  and  un- 
certainty in  the  German  counfels  or  refolutions. 

However,  the  Imperial  army  took  Philiplburg  in  the 
end  of  September  this  year  1676  ;  which  was  yielded 
for  want  of  provifions,  and  as  much  againft  common 
opinion  and  expedation,  as  the  contrary  event  in  the 
fiege  of  Maeftricht. 

The  affairs  of  Denmark  and  Brandenburg  profpered 
all  this  while  againft  Sweden,  with  advantage  in  moft 
of  the  fiegcs  and  encounters  that  pafled  this  fummer^ 
and  the  firft  part  of  the  winter  following,  fo  that  the 
Swedes  feemed  to  be  lofing  apace  all  they  had  fo  long 
polTelTed  in  Germany  :  But  the  Imperial  forces,  though 
joined  by  thofe  of  the  feveral  princes  upon  the  upper 
Rhine,  had  made  noprogrcfs  in  their  defigned  conquefts 
there,  and  were  forced  to  feek   their  old  quarters  on 
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flit  6erman  fide  of  the  Rhine  upon  the  approach  of  the 
French,  which  was  a  true  and  undifputed  decifion  of 
the  fmall  fuccefs  of  this  campaign. 

After  it  was  ended,  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war 
began  to  turn  their  thoughts,  or  at  lead  their  eyes< 
more  towards  the  motions  of  the  treaty  than  they  had 
hitherto  done.     The  prince  of  Orange  writ  to  me,  de- 
fired  to  fee  me  for  a  day  or  two  at  Soefdyck  near  Amerf- 
fort,  about  a  day's  journey  from  Nimeguen.  He  com- 
plained much,  and  with  too  much  reafon,  of  the  con- 
duA  of  his  allies ;  the  weaknefs,  or  rather  ufelefsnefs, 
of  the  Spanifli  troops  in  Flanders,  for  want  of  pay  or 
order  ;  the  Imperial  armies  afting  without  defign  upon 
the  Rhine,  or  with  dependence  upon  orders  from  Vi- 
enna, where  the  emulation  of  the  minifters  made  fuch 
diftradHon,  and  counter-paces  cf  their  Generals,  that 
the  campaign  had  pafled  with  fmall  effeft,    after  the 
promifes  of  vigoroufly  invading    either    Lorrain   or 
France  :  how  the  dukes  of  Lunenburg  had  failed  of 
fending  their  troops  to  Maeftricht ;  which,  with  the 
ficknels  of  the  camp,  had  rendered  that  ficge  ineffec- 
tual :   fo  that  he  began  to  defpair   of  any  good  iflue 
of  the  war  •,  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  I  hoped  for  a 
better  of  the  peace,  upon  our  fcene  at  Nimeguen,  after 
the  paces  and  progrefs  whereof  he  made  particular  en- 
quiries. I  told  him  how  little  advances  had  been  hither- 
to made,  by  the  flownefs  of  his  allies  difpatching  their 
minifters  thither  ;  how  little  fuccefs  could  be  expeft- 
cd  from  the  pretenfions  of  the  parties  when  they  fhould 
meet ;  efpecially  France  pretending  to  keep  all  they 
had  got  by  the  war,  and  Spain  to  recover  all  they  had 
loft ;  how  his  majefty  feemed  of  the  mind  to  concern 
himfelf  no  further  than  the  paces  of  a  mediator,  our 
orders  bting  only  to  convey  the  mind  or  propofals  of 
the  parties  from  one  to  another,  and  even  to  avoid 
the  offers  of  any  references  upon  them  to  his  majefty's 
determination  i  fo  that  my  opinion  was,  that  it  muft 
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be  the  war  alone  that  muft  make  the  peace,  and  that  I 
fuppofed  ic  would  do  at  one  time  or  other,  by  the  weak« 
nefs  or  wearinefs  of  one  of  the  parties. 

The  prince  feemed  of  my  mind,  and  faid,  the 
events  of  the  war  would  depend  upon  the  conduft  at 
Madrid  and  Vienna  before  next  campaign;  for,  with- 
out fome  great  fuccefles,  he  did  not  believe  the  States 
would  be  induced  to  continue  it  longer,  I  told  the 
prince  the  difcourfes  monfieur  Colbert  had  entertained 
me  with  upon  my  arrival  at  Nimeguen,  in  which  hia 
highnefs  was  chiefly  concerned.  Upon  which  he  re- 
plied coldly,  he  had  heard  enough  of  the  fame  kind 
another  way,  which  monfieur  D'Eftrades  had  found 
out  to  Pehfioner  Fagel ;  but  that  they  knew  him  little 
that  made  him  fuch  overtures  -,  and,  for  his  own  in- 
terefts  or  advantages,  let  them  find  a  way  of  faving 
his  lionour,  by  fatisfying  Spain,  and  nothing  of  his 
concerns  Ihould  retard  the  peace  an  hour. 

After  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  the  French 
making  all  the  advances  they  could  towards  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  treaty ;  and  they  were  (no  doubt)  in 
carneft :  being  in  a  pofture  to  infift  upon  their  prc- 
fent  pofleflions,  and  having  made  a  great  hand  of  this 
laft  campaign,  they  were  willing,  like  gamefters  that 
have  won  much,  to  give  over,  unlefs  obliged  to  play 
on  by  thofe  that  had  loft.  The  Swedes  were  more  in 
hafte  and  in  earneft  for  the  peace  than  any,  hoping  no 
relburce  for  their  lofles  in  Germany  by  the  war.  The 
Dutch  were  grown  impatient  for  the  peace,  finding 
France  would  make  no  difficulty  of  any  thing  between 
them,  offering  privately  by  their  cmiffaries,  efpecially 
at  Amfterdam,  fuch  a  reglement  of  commerce  as  they 
could  defire,  the  reftitution  of  Maeftricht,  and  of  all 
fatisfaftion  the  prince  of  Orange  could  pretend  upon 
his  loffes,  or  their  feizures  in  the  war.  But  Denmark 
and  Brandenburg  were  as  violent  againft  the  peace,  hav- 
ing fw allowed  up  in  their  hopes  all  that  Sweden  had 
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[lefled  in  Germany  :  and  though  the  Emperor  fcem- 
to  pretend  little  after  the  taking  of  Philipfburg,  be- 
;s  the  reftitution  of  Lorrain,  and  the  towns  of  Ai- 
c,  to  the  pofturc  they  were  left  in  by  the  Munftcr 
aty ;  yet  they  were  fo  faft  linked,  both  with  their  Ger- 
in  allies  and  with  Spain,  that  they  refolved  to  make 
paces  in  the  treaty  but  by  common  concert :  and 
ain,  though  fenfible  of  the  condition  their  affairs  in 
inders  were  in,  as  well  as  in  Sicily,  yet  upon  a  de- 
n  then  hatching  at  Madrid,    for  removal  of  the 
ecn  regent  and  her  miniftry,  to  introduce  Don  John 
head  the  affairs  of  their  government,  had  conceived 
at  hopes  to  recover  thofe  defperate  infirmities  that 
dr  inveterate  diforders  both  in  counfels  and  conduct, 
ccially  in  their  finances,  had  for  fo  long  time  occalion* 
,    Befides,  they  had  confidences  ftill  given  them  from 
:ir  minifters  in  England,  that  his  majefty  would  not, 
cr  all,  be  contented  to  fee  Flanders  loft,  or  would 
forced  into  the  war  by  the  humour  of  his  parlia- 
mt.     For  thefe  reafons  the  allies  feemed  to  make 
hafte  at  all  to  the  congrefs,  and  fome  of  them  hard^ 
to  look  that  way ;    and  none  of  the  parties  were 
t  arrived,  befides  the  French,  the  Swedes,  and  the 
jtch :  But,  about  the  end  of  September,  the  French 
ibafladors  gave  us  notice,  that  their  mafter,  having 
ade  fo  many  advances  towards  peace,  and  being  fo 
fecondcd  by  the  proceedings  of  the  confederates, 
d  their  flownefs  in  coming  to  the  treaty,  was  refolved 
recall  his  ambafladors,    unlefs  thofe  of  the  chi'-f 
nfederates  fhould  repair  to  Nimeguen  within  the  fpace 
wie  month. 

This  we  communicated  to  the  Dutch  ambafladors 
id  they  to  the  States ;  who,  after  fome  conferences 
ith  the  minifters  of  their  allies,  came  to  a  refblu- 
3n,  diat  they  would  enter  upon  the  treaty  themfelves, 
the  minifters  of  their  confederates  ffa^uld  not  re« 
air  to  Nimeguen  by  the  firft  of  November ;  which  was 
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afterwards,  upon  fome  difputes,  declared  to  be  meant 
old  ftyle,  being  that  of  the  place  where  the  congreis 
was  held. 

The  noife  of  this  refolution  of  the  States  was  morc^ 
among  their  allies,  than  the  danger  ;  fince  there  were 
ways  enough  to  raife  difficulties,  and  fpin  out  time,  af- 
ter the  ambaffadors  fhould  arrive,  as  well  as  before ; 
but  yet  it  had  fo  much  effedt,  that  the  feveral  confede- 
rates did  upon  it  begin  to  haftcn  away  one  or  other 
of  their  intended  ambaffadors  towards  Nimeguen  (as 
count  Kinflci  from  Vienna,  Don  Pedro  Ronquillo  from 
England,  where  he  then  refided  as  Spanifli  en/oy)  but 
not  the  perfons  principally  intruftcd,  or  ac  the  head  of 
their  embaffies ;  nor  with  powers  to  proceed  further 
than  preliminaries  •,  and  from  Denmark  monfieur  ;  ieug, 
without  any  news  of  count  Antoine*s  prepara-jion,  who 
was  appointed  chief  of  that  embaffy  -,  any  more  than 
of  the  bifhop  of  Gurck,  or  marquis  dc  Balbaces,  the 
chiefcft  of  thofe  defigned  from  the  Emperor  and  Spain. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  began  to  lay  load  upon 
their  allies,  for  their  backwardnels,  fo  declared,  in 
making  any  paces  towards  the  treaty  •,  to  cavil  upon 
the  obligations  they  were  under  of  fo  many  great  fub- 
fidies  to  fo  many  princes  their  allies,  for  carrying  on 
a  war  which  the  allies  purfued  for  their  own  feparatc 
interefb  or  ambition,  though  entered  into  perhaps  at 
firft  for  defence  of  Holland,  with  whofe  fafety  theirs 
were  complicated.  Hereupon  their  minifters,  both  at 
the  Hague  and  Nimeguen,  took  the  liberty  to  fay  pub- 
lickly,  and  upon  feveral  occafions,  and  in  feveral  compa- 
nies, that  their  maftcrs  would  pay  no  fubfidies  to  their 
allies  the  next  campaign,  unlefs,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  would,  by  their  tair  and  fincere  proceedings  in 
the  treaty,  put  the  French  in  the  wrong,  as  their  ex- 
preffion  was. 

The  Swedes  had,  as  well  as  the  French,  offered  to 
deliver  us  their  powers  5  but  this  was  deferred  by  the 

Dutch 
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Dutch  to  the  arrival  of  their  allies,  till  after  the  firfl: 
of  November  was  elapfed.  The  French  began  to  prefs 
them  upon  it,  in  confequence  of  the  States  refolution ; 
and,  after  fome  little  demurs,  the  Dutch  ambafladors 
agreed  to  deliver  theirs.  So  by  concert,  not  with- 
out difficulty,  we  agreed,  that  on  the  21ft  of  Novem- 
ber the  feveral  powers  fhould  be  brought  to  us  the 
mediators,  by  the  feveral  ambaffadors,  at  fuch  hour$ 
as  they  fhould  feverally  take  from  us  j  fhould  be  de- 
pofited  in  our  hands  ;  and  that  we  fhould  afterward^ 
communicate  the  originals  mutually  to  the  feveral 
ambafladors  at  their  houfes,  and  leave  copies  with 
them,  attefled  by  us  the  mediators. 

This  was  done  accordingly ;  and,  the  morning  af- 
ter, the  Dutch  ambaffadors  brought  us  an  account  of 
feveral  exceptions  they  were  forced   to  make  againfl: 
feveral  expreffions  in  the  French  and  Swedifli  prefaces 
to  their  powers;  which  they  faid  were  fitter  for  mani- 
felloes  than  for  powers  of  a  treaty,  efpecially  thofe  of 
juflifying  the  war  and  maintaining  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
pfiialia.     But  the  greateft  ftrefs  they  laid  was  upon  a 
daufe  in  the  French  powers,  mentioning  the  Pope's 
mediation ;  which  they  faid  their  matters  could  never 
confent  to  now,  no  more  than  they  had  at  Munfter, 
To  fay  truth,  though  the  gaining  of  time  for  the  allies 
coming  might  have  fome  part  in  thefe  exceptions  of 
the  Dutch,  yet  they  were  framed  with  great  art  •,  and 
Ihewed  the  great  quicknefs  and  fharpnefs  of  mpnfieur 
Van  Beverning's  apprehenfion,  as  well  as  his  fkill  and 
experience  in  tlieie  kind  of  affairs ;  being,  I  think, 
without  difpute,  the  moft  pradlifed  and  the  ableft  amr 
bafTador,  of  any  I  have  ever  met  in  the  courfe  of  my 
employments. 
The  Dutch  exceptions  were  returned,  by  others  from 
■  .the  French  and  Swedes,  againft  their  powers  -,  but  with 
offer  from  both  of  entering  into  the  treaty,  while  thefc 
matters  fhould  be  adjufling.     The  Dutch  accepted  it, 

provided 
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provided  the  French  would  oblige  themfclvcs  to  pro- 
cure new  powers,  free  from  the  exceptions  raifed  againft 
them,  as  the  Dutch  offead  to  do.  After  much  debate, 
they  all  agreed  in  defiring  us  the  mediators,  to  draw 
up  a  form  of  powers  to  be  ufed  by  all  the  parties : 
we  did  it,  and  it  was  approved  by  them  all  j  with  fofflc 
relerve  only  from  the  French,  whether  it  would  be  fit 
to  mention  any  mediation,  fince  that  of  the  pope's 
was  left  out ;  and  fome  little  tentatives  upon  us,  whe- 
ther we  would  be  content  to  leave  out  all  mention  of  his 
majefly's  mediation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  pope's  ?  This 
we  excufed  ourfelves  from  doing,  the  whole  frame  of 
the  congrefs  having  proceeded  from  his  majefty*s  me- 
diation, without  any  intervention  of  the  pope's  ;  and 
the  king's  having  been  accepted  by  all  the  parties, 
which  the  pope's  had  not  been  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
the  very  mention  of  it,  in  the  powers,  declared  againft 
by  feveral  of  them.  And,  by  orders  we  received  from 
court  upon  occafion  of  this  difputc,  we  declared  to  all 
the  parties,  that  though  his  majefty  pretended  not  10 
exclude  any  other  mediation  that  the  parties  fhould 
think  fit  to  ufe,  yet  he  could  not  in  any  wife  aft  joint- 
ly with  that  of  the  pope  5  nor  fuffer  his  minifters  to 
enter  into  any  commerce,  either  of  vifits  or  conferences, 
with  any  of  his  that  might  be  employed  at  Nimeguen. 

In  November  arrived  monfieur  Heug,  one  of  the 
Danifh  ambafladors ;  monfieur  Somnitz  and  Blafpyl, 
the  two  Brandenburg  ambafladors  ;  lord  Berkley  froitt 
Paris  ;  and,  foon  after,  Don  Pedro  Ronquillo,  one  of 
the  Spanifh  ambafladors ;  but  the  laft  continued  in- 
cognito till  tlie  arrival  of  count  Kinflvi,  who,  whether 
he  had  taken  the  gout,  or  the  gout  had  taken  him, 
continued  upon  that  pretence  at  Cologne  till  the  new 
year  was  begun. 

The  Spanilh  ambaflador  coming  upon  vifits  to  my 
wife,  and  meeting  me  there,  found  that  way  of  en- 
tering into  the  prcfcnt  bufincfs  of  the  fccne,  as  much 
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he  had  been  declared  upon  it.  He  agreed  with 
French  in  this  one  point,  of  defiring  either  the 
;'$  mediation  might  be  mentioned  in  their  powers, 
hat  his  majefty,  in  confideration  ot  the  peace. 
Id  fufFer  the  mention  of  his  to  be  left  out:  but 
[)ane,  on  the  other  fide,  agreed  with  the  Dutch, 
iufing  to  admit  any  power  with  mention  of  the 
f%  mediation.  There  arofe  hkewife  another  dif- 
ty,  from  a  feeming  expedient  propofed  by  the 
:h,  of  having  from  each  party  fcveral  powers 
ted  for  treating  with  the  feveral  parties  they  were 
ar  with ;  which  the  French  refuled,  or  to  grant 
r  powers  than  for  the  Dutch  and  their  allies :  and 
lefediiputes  or  difficulties  the  year  1676  ended, 
enter  not  at  all  into  the  detail,  or  fo  much  as 
tion,  of  the  many  incidents  that  fell  into  the  courfe 
lis  treaty  upon  punftilio's  of  vifits  or  ceremonials  5 
ufe  they  feem  to  me  but  fo  many  impertinencics 
are  grown  this  laft  age  into  the  chaiadcr  of  am- 
idors ;  having  been  raifed  and  cultivated  by  men, 
^  wanting  other  talents  to  value  themfelvcs  in 
b  employments,  endeavoured  to  do  it  by  exaft- 
or  niceties  in  the  forms  -,  and  befides,  they  have 
I  taken  notice  of  by  difcourlcs  concerning  this  trea- 
and  at  one  time  or  other  may  be  exaftly  known 
he  original  papers  of  our  embafly,  which  are  in 
or  three  feveral  hands :  whereas  I  intend  chiefly 
iedare  the  courfe  of  this  great  affair,  by  the  more 
trial  circumftances,  and  from  the  true  fprings  of 
e  events  that  fucceeded,  rather  than  trouble  myfelf 
I  the  forms  that  ferved  to  amufc  lb  long  this  ailem- 
ac  Nimeguen. 

fliall  only  make  two  obfervations  upon  the  ceremo- 
;  the  firft  is  upon  the  Emperor*s  conduft  towards 
Brandenburg  ambafladors  ;  allov/ing  his  minifters 
reatthem  both  like  ambafladors  of  crowned  heads, 
ugh  we  gave  it  only  to  the  firil  of  the  embafly  up-- 

on 
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on  the  precedent  of  the  Munfter  treaty,  and  were  fo!-» 
lowed  in  it  by  the  French  and  Swedes  in  the  whole  courie 
of  this  treaty  at  Nimeguen.  This  pace  of  the  Emper- 
or feemed  not  fo  much  grounded,  as  fome  thought, 
upon  his  compliance  with  fo  confiderable  an  ally,*  as 
upon  a  defign  to  aflift  another  pretenfion  of  his  own, 
which  is,  not  only  a  difference  of  place,  but  alfo  of 
rank  from  all  other  crowned  heads  of  Chriftcndom: 
whereas  the  other  kings,  though  they  yield  him  the 
place,  yet  they  do  not  allow  him  a  difference  of  rank. 
But  if  the  Emperor  could  by  his  example  prevail  with 
other  kings  to  treat  the  eleftors  like  crowned  heads, 
it  would  fortify  the  pretenfions  of  the  Emperor  to  a 
difference  of  rank;  fmce  there  is  a  great  one,  and  out 
of  all  conteft,  between  him  and  the  eleftors. 

My  fecond  remark  is,  that,  among  all  the  punc- 
tilio's between  the  ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen,  none  feem- 
ed to  me  to  carry  them  to  fuch  heights,  as  the  Swedes 
and  the  Danes ;  the  firft  ftanding  as  ftiff  upon  all 
points  of  not  feeming  to  yield  in  the  leaft  to  the  French 
ambaffadors,  though  their  allies,  and  from  a  crown 
not  only  of  fo  mighty  power,  but  from  whom  alone 
they  expefted  the  reftoring  of  tlieir  broken  ftate  in 
Germany  :  and  the  Danilh  ambaffador,  upon  the  French 
powers  being  exhibited  in  French,  faid  he  would  give 
his  in  Danilh,  unlefs  they  would  do  it  in  Latin,  as  a 
common  language ;  alledging  he  knew  no  difference 
between  crowned  heads ;  that  the  Danilh  kings  had 
been  as  great  as  the  French  are  now,  and  in  their  prc- 
fent  dominions  are  as  abfolute.  Upon  all  which  mon- 
fieur  Van  Beverning  could  not  forbear  to  rcfleft,  and 
fay  to  us,  that  in  his  remembrance  there  was  no  fort 
of  competition  made  by  tliofe  two  northern  kings 
with  the  other  three  great  kings  of  Chrillendom :  that 
the  treatment  of  tlie  States  to  them  was  very  different, 
^d  their  miniftcrs  made  no  difficulty  of  figning  any 
inftrumepts  after  the  minifters  of  the  three  great  crowns. 
I  'Tis, 
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•Tis,  I  think,  out  of  queftion  that  the  pretenfion  of 
parity  among  the  crowned  heads  was  firft  made  in  th^ 
north  by  Guftavus,  when  he  told  monfieur  Gramont 
the  French  ambaflador  in  Sweden  upon  this  occafion, 
that  for  his  part  he  knew  no  diftinftion  among  crown- 
ed heads,  but  what  was  made  by  their  virtue ;  and 
diis  pretence  was  not  much  difputed  with  him»  in  re- 
fycSt  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  qualities,  as  well  as  of  hi^ 
attempts  and  fuccedes ;  and  his  eitample  was  followed 
by  the  kings  of  Denmark,  and  has  fince  left  place  a 
^ing  contefted  among  them  all.  'Tis  true,  the  French 
have  claimed  the  precedence  next  to  the  Emperor, 
with  more  noife  and  haughtincfs  than  the  reft,  but  have 
been  yielded  to  by  none  except  the  Spaniards,  upon  the 
fear  of  a  war  they  were  not  able  to  deal  with  j  nof 
have  they  fince  been  willing  to  own  the  weaknefs  of 
that  conceflion,  but  have  chofen  to  fall  into  what  mea- 
fiues  they  could  of  encouraging  and  eftablifliing  the 
pretence  of  parity  among  crowned  heads.  The  moll 
remarkable  inftance  of  this  happened  at  Nimegucn  j 
where,  upon  a  public  meeting  of  the  allies,  the  dif- 
pute  arifing  between  Spain  and  Denmark  for  the  place 
at  table,  Don  Pedro  confented  to  have  it  taken  by  airns, 
and  the  firft  to  be  divided  by  lot.  The  French  am- 
l»afladors  made  their  pretence  of  preference  next  the 
mediators  at  Nimeguen,  in  the  firft  return  of  their  vi- 
fits  from  ambafiadors  arriving  ^  but  it  was  neither 
yielded  to  by  Swede  or  Dane,  nor  praftifed  by  the  Em- 
peror's ambafiadors,  who  made  their  firft  vifit  to  the 
mediators,  and  the  next  without  diftinftion  to  the  firft 
that  had  vifited  them.  The  Emperor  took  advantage 
of  the  French,  as  well  as  the  reft,  having  yielded  to 
die  mediators ;  and  durine  this  treaty  made  a  fcruple, 
diough  not  a  refufal,  of  doing  it;  by  which  he  diA 
ringuilhed  himfelf  from  the  other  crowned  heads.  We 
were  content  to  keep  it,  as  much  as  we  could,  from 
decifion  widi  them ;  but  it  once  happened,  that,  up* 
Vol.  II.  B  b  on  . 
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on  a  meeting  with  the  allies  at  the  Dane's  bdoio^  cdCint 
Kinfki  was  there  before  I  and  Sir  Liond  came  into  die 
room,  where  chairs  were  fet  for  all  die  ambiffladors. 
After  the  common  falutariona,  I  went  ftraight  up  to 
the  chair  that  was  firft  in  rank,  and  ftood  before  it» 
to  fit  down  when  the  reft  were  i^eady ;  but  my  erf- 
legue,  either  lofmg  his  dme  by  beii^  er^aged  in  long- 
er civilities,  or  by  a  defire  neft  to  be  en^ged  <iii  con- 
tefts,  gave  room  to  count  Kmfld  (a  very  briflc  man) 
to  come  and  ftand  before  the  chair  that  was  <aext  mCi 
and  confequently  between  me  and  my  coil^ue  :  when 
I  faw  this,  and  confidered,  that,  though  the  place  was 
given  me  by  the  Imperialifts,  yet  it  was  not  given  to 
the  king's  embaily  *,  I  choie  not  to  fit  down  4  but, 
falling  into  the  conference  that  was  intended,  I  Aood 
all  the  while  as  if  I  did  it  carelefly^  and  fo  left  the  -mat- 
ter undecided. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  about  the  latter  end  of  De- 
cember, writ  very<earneilly  to  me,  to  make  a  flep,  iat 
fome  few  days,,  to  the  Hague,  knowing  I  -had  leave 
from  his  majefiy  to^do  it  when  I  thought  fit.     And, 
finding  all  things  without  prefent  motion  at  Nimegiien, 
I  went  thither,  and  arrived  the  laft  day  of  the  year. 
Thefirftofthenext,  being  1677, 1  attended  his  be- 
liefs :  we  fell  into  large  difcourfes  of  the  prooeis  di 
the  treaty,  the  coldnefs  of  the  parties,  die  aSeded  do- 
lays  of  the  Imperialifts  and  Spaniaids,  the  declare^ 
averfion  of  the  l5anes  and  Brandenburg;  and  concluded 
how  littje.was  to  be  e^pe6bed  from  the  formal  paces 
of  this  congrefs.     Upon  all  which  the  prince  afked, 
if  I  had  heard  any  more  of  his  majefty's  mind  i^n 
the  peace,  fince  I  had  been  laft  with  hioi  ?  1 1  told  him 
what  I  remembered  of  his  laft  letter  to  me  upon  that 
fubjeft ;  which  was,  that  he  concluded  from  the  prince's 
difcourfes  to  me,  that  he  had  then  no  mind  to  a  peace; 
that  he  was  forry  for  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was 
his  intereft  to  have  it :  that  he  had  tried  to  know  the 
I  mind 
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ipiivi  of  Frapce  upon  it  j  l?ut  if  they  would  not  ppen 
tiiemfeivcs  farther  on  one  fide,  nor  liis  highncfs*  09 
tlhe  Qther,  ih^n  they  had  yet  c^ne,  he  would  (;on|tent 
liigrifelf  wit^  performing  only  his  part  of  mediator, 
airxd  in  ^  common  forms.  The  prince  faid,  tlpiis 
][op]j;e(ji  very  cpld^  fince  his  majefty  was  a\pne  fble  t? 
pjajke  the  peace,  aod  }$:new  well  enough  what  it  wouliji 
PQQTie  so  t>y  she  forms  of  tjhe  congrels  :  that,  for  his 
pwn  part,  he  defire^  it,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  rea- 
son ;  both  l^aufe  hi?  majefty  jTee.med  t;o  dp  fp,  i^ 
to  diink  it  his  own  intereft  ^s  well  ?is  the  pnpce*s  ^ 
jguad  feecajife  ^e  States  not  only  thought  it  their  intereft, 
i^iK  abiqlutely  ncce^ary  for  theiji :  that  he  would  npt 
)|^y  this  to  any  bwtxo  the  King  by  me  j  t)ecaufe,  if  F13JQC5 
/tK>u.ld  luipw  jit,  they  would,  he  doubted,  ht  h{ir4?r 
upon  "the  tef  ni? :  Jthat  both  Spain  and  the  Emperor  ha^ 
^  .niind  tp  it  now,  than  they  had  at  ^e  ejid  of  dje 
Jaft  canip»i|;ni  the  new  minifters  being  Icf^  incliijeij 
to  it  tJhw  tfte  oj(J  had  been  •,  fo  that  there  was  i?pt  ppc 
pf  :thc.aiKeS'that  had  ^ny  mind  tp  It,  befidesthe  States  : 
jjjjt,  for  his  .Qwn  part,  be  ihould  be  always  in  tljie  fanip 
wind  .widti  t^WKj  ^  dierefpre  very  much  defired  \x,\ 
Ibjit  did  JXQi  kopw  w^ich  way  tp  go  about  it^  gt  leaft  (9 
ilS.tQ.CQiiOP^s  it  before  the  next  campaign.  And,  ^^ 
^Kl^  piK^^beg^,  j^ey  fhpuld  ,be  all  at  fea  .^ggin,  gp.4 
Ibould  b^  .iprced  to  gp  juft  a3  the  wind  ihould  4nyj 
^QDi:  th^t  if  :his  majefty  had  a  .mind  tp  oiake  it^  an^ 
jK0ul4.1<^t  hij[n.iknpw  freely  the  conditions  upon  wliiq^ 
i^^eriie  defired  or  believed  it  might  be  made,  he 
jyould. endeavour  to  concert  it  the  beft  he  could  witi^ 
Jws  tnjy^fty,  and  that  with  all  t-hc  freedom  andfuice- 
j^  in  the  world  -,  ^o  it  might  be  done  with  apy  fafc- 
,ty  tjp  his  own  bpnpur,  and  the  interefts  of  his  PO\ja» 
try.  ' 

All  this  he  defired  me  to  write  direftly  to  his  E^yi* 

j^fty  jfrppfi  bim.,  as  he  knew  I  h^  not  only  leave,  biic 

S  b  3  f0^4r(4 
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command  to  do,  upon  any  occafion  that  I  thought  de- 
ferved  it. 

Two  days  after,  I  faw  the  Penfioner  Fagel  upon 
Ibme  common  affairs  incident  to  my  embafly  at  the 
Hague,  which  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  that  embafly.  When  thefe  difcourfes  were 
paft,  he  alked  me  if  I  had  brought  them  peace  from 
Nimeguen  ?  I  repUed,  that  fince  he  was  fo  ignorant  of 
what  ha'd  pafled  there,  I  would  tell  him.  That  they 
had  carried  their  matters  there  en  babiUs  gens  [like 
able  men]  :  that,  to  bring  their  allies  to  the  congrefs, 
they  had  pretended  to  treat  by  the  firft  of  November, 
whether  they  came  or  no  :  that  after  that  day  pafled, 
they  had  found  fault  with  the  powers  exhibited,  had 
offered  at  new,  made  the  mediators  courfe  from  one 
to  the  other,  fpun  out  two  montlis  time  in  thefe  pa- 
ces, and  thereby  were  gotten  in  fight  both  of  Spanilh 
and  Imperial  minifters,  which  I  fuppofed  was  the  point 
they  always  intended,  and  afterwards  to  keep  pace  with 
them.  The  Penfioner  anfwered  me,  with  fomething 
in  his  face  both  ierious  and  fad,  that  either  I  did  not 
know  them,  and  the  courfe  of  their  affairs  fince  I  left 
the  Hague,  or  elfe  I  would  not  feem  to  know  them : 
that  they  not  only  defired  the  peace  from  their  hearts, 
but  thought  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them  :  that  they 
would  certainly  have  entered  into  treaty  at  that  time, 
if  the  French  had  either  exhibited  powers  in  a  form  to 
be  at  all  admitted,  or  would  have  obliged  themfelves 
to  procure  new  ones ;  nay,  that  they  would  not  infifl 
upon  a  peace  according  to  their  allies  pretenfions,  nor 
could  he  anlwer  that  they  would  not  make  a  feparate 
one.  I  faid,  that  was  a  matter  of  fuch  moment,  as 
I  was  fure  they  would  think  of  it  another  year  before 
they  did  it.  With  this  he  drew  up  his  chair  clofer  to 
me,  and  began  a  difcourfe  with  more  heat  and  earneft- 
nefs  than  agreed  well  with  the  pofhirc  of  health  he 
was  in,  faying,  firft,  that  they  had  thought  enough 

of 
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of  it  already ;  and,  with  thinking  much,  had  begun 
to  find  it  was  without  remedy  :  that  they  had  great  ob- 
ligations to  Spain,  for  entering  into  the  war  to  fave  their 
country,  and  thereby  to  fave  Flanders  too ;  but  they 
had  made  them  no  ill  return,  by  continuing  it  now 
three  years  only  for  the  interefts  of  Spain,  fince  there 
remained  nothing  of  confequence  between  France  and 
them :  that  they  had  further  engaged  themfelves  to 
carry  it  on  this  following  year,  and  fo  would  have 
done  with  the  forces  they  did  the  laft,  if  their  allies 
had  performed  the  parts  they  had  likewife  engaged  \ 
but,  for  Spain,  they  took  no  care,  but  to  let  them  lee 
they  were  refolved  to  perifli :  that  they  had  fent  their 
fleet  home  from  Sicily,  without  the  payments  agreed 
on  5  and  left  them  to  be  paid  by  the  States  at  their  re- 
turn :  that  not  a  penny  could  be  got  of  a  great  fum  they 
owed  them  for  carriages  and  provifions  the  laft  fummer, 
and  which  was  defigned  for  magazines  againft  next  year 
in  Flanders,  without  which  their  armies  could  not  march 
in  that  country,  where  they  were  fure  to  find  none  of 
the  Spaniards  providing;  that  they  had  reprefented  to 
Spain  the  neceflity  but  of  keeping  fo  many  forces  well 
regulated  and  paid,  as  might  defend  their  towns  while 
the  prince  (hould  take  the  field  with  the  army  of  the 
fiate,  and  hinder  or  divert  any  great  fieges  there ;  but 
not  a  word  of  anfwer:  that  they  had  then  defired  them 
to  receive  fo  many  of  the  troops  of  the  German  prin- 
ces, their  allies,  as  might  defend  their  moft  important 
places  •,  but,  inftead  of  this,  they  drove  them  out  of 
their  country :  that,  for  the  Emperor,  they  had  al- 
ways told  him,  that  unlefs  his  army  would  march  into 
France,  or  at  leaft  force  them  to  a  battle  by  fuch  for- 
ces as  might  draw  great  detachments  of  the  French  out 
of  Flanders,  that  country  would  not  be  faved  the  laft 
fummer,  or  at  leaft  not  the  next,  unlefs  his  army  took 
up  their  quarters  this  winter  in  Alface,  or  on  that  fide 
of  the  Rhine :  but  at  Vienna  they  confidered  Flanders  ^ 
B  b  3  much 


fttfeh  as  the  Dutch  do  Hriw^aiy ;  arid  becaufe  the  iMp^rl- 
fli  officers  tovAd  better  find  their  private  ate'cdtmt  hy  iffrirt- 
ttr  quartef^  in  Gefmarry,  than  in  a  courtly  hifafled  Hkef 
Alfice,  thtir  arrtiiej  rriiift  repafs  the  Rhih6  tTii&  wint^Fj 
and  tfi^cbv  lofe  all  the  adv*ital^eS  of  th^  laft  eam- 
paigfa,  and  hopes  of  the  hi^t :  that,  fof  ^iAt  df  ma?- 

riries  in  Flanders,  two  of  three  ftfbrtg  frorttie*^  wmiA 
Wft  thert  httt  fp^ing,-  tfefefrt  thi  Ihfi^fiaHfB 
cotf d  t*e  the  field  5  arid  Jf  Cambwyi Vdfcricierintis,  aHd 
M6ns  wfere  takiri,  all  the  reft  i*biM  f^dlf,  ciafiflder- 
Irig  the  ftiiferiesf  they  had  alr^  ftiffcred,'  4Hd  Wtrft 
6f  i  loHgfef  wai-' :  that  thfe  J)nnei  wolild  n<3*  hi  abW 
16  prevent  it,  ot  be  fooh  cfiough  id  the  field  to  march^ 
for  want  of  provifions  in  Inlanders,  th6  country  grow-* 
ifl^  defdlate  by  the  tJnfettl^d  tdfttributiiE>ns ;  or  at  lefaftj 
¥ioi  with  fuA  an  army  ft*  tOvfehture  ^  batrie^  or  r^iiS 
lir  fiege^  while  the  SpaiUfli  tfbo|}*  ^M  ib  Weik,  and 
Ihfe  French  woiild  b6  fo  fttbftg,  it  ^  tlrtie  i*hen  they 
fiid  ho  enem^  t6  dhreit  theih  ut5dh  thi  Rhimi  t  thAt 
ffie  pHnce's  mends  could  rtot  (uffbr  Wni  ta  go  intd 
the  fieldi  ohly  tofefe  toWris  Ibffi  lihder  his  note,  ind 

rrliaps  dl  Flanders,  While  he  wis  depefted  to  defend 
J  and  at  the  fame  time  was  rendered  incapable  of  do* 
ifig  it  by  the  faults  of  the  SfJaniards,  Who  yet  would 
iiot  fell  to  reproach  him,  as  well  as  his  eri(2ttiiefi  abroad^ 
ahd  ill-willers  at  home,  that  would  be  glid  of  the  dt- 
tdfiOn.  In  the  mean  time,  flrbrii  France  they  could 
hare  whatever  conditions  they  pretended,  fcithcr  by 
Kftoring  Maeftricht,  a  reglement  of  coinfnetce,  ot 
any  advantages  to  the  houfe  of  Orange  j  and,  as  to  this 
Hft,  whateveir  the  prince  himfelf  would  demand :  that 
to  this  purpofe  they  had  every  week  pfeirmg  letters 
from  monfieur  D'Eflrades  to  Inake  the  Separate  peace  * 
and  though  he  Ihould  fall  into  it  with  the  greateft  re- 
gret that  could  be,  yet  he  did  not  fee  what  elfe  Was 
to  be  done,  and  did  not  know  ohc  man  in  Holland  that 
wis  not  of  the  fome  mind  :  that  he  did  not  talk  with 

me 
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me  as  an  ambafiador,  but  a  friend,  whofe  opinion  h$ 
efteemcd  and  dcfired:    that  he  told   me  freely  kia 
fortet  kur  foiMe  [xhtir  ftrength  and  their  weaknefs]  ; 
and  wooW  be  ^d  to  know  what  elfe  I  rfiought  they 
could  do  upon  all  thefe  circuniftances,  &?  dans  Vacca- 
hkment  de  Unr^fkitfar  tme  fi  kngue  guerre  [and  in  the 
cfiftrefr  ef  their  State  by  fo  long  a  war].  I  returned  his 
complirnent,  but  excuted  myfelf  from  giving  my  ppi/r 
nion  to  a  perfon  fo  well  able  to  take  meafures  that  Wer? 
Ac  fitteft  for  the  States  conduft  or  his  own  ;  but  dc- 
fired to  know  what  he  reckoned  wouW  become  of  Flan- 
ders after  the  Dutch  had  made  their  feparate  peace^  !>?- 
caufe  the  fete  of  that  country  was  that  wherein  the  reft 
of  tl«ir  neighbours  were  concerr^ed  as  well  as  they. 
He  anfwerqd,  it  would  be  loft  in  one  flimn^er,  or  ift 
two^  but  more  probably  in  one :  that  he  believed  Cani- 
hiay,  Valenciennes,  Namur,  and  Mons  might  be  loft  in 
one  flioimer :  that,  after  their  loft,   the  great  towns 
within  would  not  oflfcr  at  defending  themfelves,  ex* 
cepting  Antwerp  and  Oftend,  for  which  they  might 
perhaps  take  fome  meafures  with  France,  as  I  knew 
^  French  had  oSered  MonfieuF  de  Witt  upon  theiy 
firft  invafion  in  1667.     I  afked  him  how  he  reckoned 
rfiis  State  was  to  live  with  Prance  after  the  lofs  of  Flan- 
tters?  and  if  he  thought  it  could  be  otherways  than  at 
difcrction  ?  He  defired  me  to  believe,  that,  if  they  could 
hope  to  fave  Flanders  by  the  war,  they  would  not 
dunk  of  a  feparate  peace ;  but,  if  it  muft  be  loft, 
dicy  had  rather  it  Ihould  be  by  the  laft,  which  would 
lefi  exhauft  their  country  and  dishonour  the  pripce: 
that,  after  Flanders  was  loft,  they  muft  live  fo  with 
Prance,  as  would  make  them  find  it  their  intereft  ra- 
Aer  to  prefcrve  their  State  than  to  deftroy  it :  that  it 
-was  not  to  be  chofen,  but  to  be  fwallowed  like  a  defpe- 
rate  remedy  :  that  he  had  hoped  for  Ibme  refource  from 
•better  conauft  in  the  Spanifti  affairs  \  or  that  fome  gre^t 
Impefllon  of  the  German  armies,  upon  that  fide  of 
B  b  4  France, 
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prance,  might  have  brought  the  peace  to  ibme  rca« 
fonable  terms :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever  be* 
jievcd  that  England  itfelf  would  cry  halt,  at  one  ftcp 
or  other  that  France  was  making;  and  that,  if  we 
would  be  content  to  fee  half  Flanders  loft,  yet  we 
would  not  all ;  nor  Sicily  neither,  for  the  intercft  of 
pur  trade  in  the  Mediterranean  :  that  the  king  had  the 
peace  in  his  hands  for  thefe  two  years  paft ;  might 
nave  made  it  when  he  pleafed,  and  upon  fuch  condiT 
tions  as  he  Ihould  think  fit,  of  juftice  and  fafety  to 
the  reft  of  his  neighbours  as  well  as  himfelf :  that  all 
'men  knew,  France  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refufe  whatr 
jpver  terms  his  majefly  refolved  on,  or  to  venture  a  wa^ 
with  England  in  conjunftion  with  the  reft  of  the  allies  ; 
that  the  leaft  (hew  of  it,  if  at  all  credited  in  France, 
was  enough  to  make  the  peace  :  that  they  had  long  re-r 
prefented  all  this  in  England  by  monfieur  Van  Beuning- 
hen,  and  offered  his  majefty  to  be  the  arbiter  of  it, 
and  to  fall  into  the  terms  he  fhould  prefcribe  ;  but  not 
fi  word  in  anfwer,  and  all  received  with  fuch  a  cold- 
nefs  as  never  was,  though  other  people  thought  we 
had  reafon  to  be  a  little  more  concerned:  that  this 
put  him  more  upon  thinking  a  feparate  peace  necef- 
fary  than  all  the  reft  :  that  he  confefled,  cun£la  prius 
fentanda  [all  means  were  firft  to  be  tried],  till  he  found 
at  laft  it  was  immedicabile  vulnus  [an  incurable  wound]  : 
that,  for  their  living  with  France  after  Flanders  was 
loft,  he  knew  well  enough  what  I  meant  by  afking ; 
but,  after  that,  the  aims  of  France  would  be  more  upr 
on  Italy  or  Germany,  or  perhaps  upon  us,  than  them  ; 
that  it  could  not  be  the  intereft  of  France  to  deftroy  or 
conquer  this  ftate,  but  to  prefen^e  it  in  a  dependence 
upon  that  crown  :  that  they  could  make  better  ufe  of 
the  Dutch  fleets,  than  of  a  few  poor  fifher  towns,  that 
they  fhould  be  reduced  to  if  any  violation  were  made, 
cither  upon  their  liberties  or  religion :  that  the  king 
of  France  had  fcen  their  cpuntry,  and  knew  it,  and  u(i- 
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derflood  it  fb,  and  faid,  upon  all  occalions,  that  he 
had  rather  have  them  for  his  friends  than  his  iiibjeds  ; 
but  if,  after  all,  I  concluded  their  ftate  muft  fall  in 
four  and  twenty  hours,  yet  it  were  better  for  them  to 
defer  it  to  the  laft  hour,  and  that  it  fhould  happen  at 
night  rather  than  at  noon. 

This  was  diftourfed  with  fuch  vehemence  and 
warmth,  that  he  was  not  able  to  go  on ;  and  having 
(aid,  it  was  not  a  matter  to  be  reiblved  between  as 
two,  I  If  ft  him,  after  wifliing  him  health  eooi^  to 
go  through  the  thoughts  and  buOnefies  of  £>  great  a 
conjun^hire. 

Next  morning  I  went  to  the  prince,  and,  after 
feme  common  talk,  told  him  what  had  pafled  in  my 
vifit  to  the  Penfioner,  and  afked  his  h^;hneis,  if  he 
had  ieen  him  fince,  or  knew  any  thing  of^it  ?  He  iaid 
jx>;  and  fo  I  told  him  the  detail  of  it:  and,  up- 
on conclufion,  that  he  (aid  he  law  nothing  die  to 
be  done  but  to  make  a  feparate  peace ;  and,  that  he 
knew  not  a  man  in  Holland  who  was  not  of  his  mind* 
The  prince  interrupted  me,  faying,  *  Yes,  I  am  fuic  I 

*  know  one,  and  that  is  myfelf,  and  I  will  hinder  it  as 
^  long  as  I  can ;  but,  if  any  thii^  fhould  happen  to  me, 

*  I  know  it  woyld  be  done  in  two  days  time/  I  aikcd 
him,  whether  he  was  of  the  Penfioner's  mind,  as  to 
what  he  thought  likely  to  ha{^)en  the  next  can^iaign  I 
He  faid,  the  appearances  were  ill ;  but  campaigns  did 
not  always  end  as  they  began :  that  accidents  mi^  hap- 
pen which  no  man  could  forefee;  and  that,  if  they 
came  to  one  fair  battle,  none  could  anfwer  for  the 
^vent:  that  the  king  niight  oiake  the  peace,  if  he 
pleaied,  before  it  began ;  but,  if  we  were  k>  inditk- 
rent  as  to  let  this  kafon  pais,  for  hb  part,  be  muft 
go  on,  and  take  his  fortune :  that  he  had  iem  that 
morning  a  poor  old  man,  tugging  alone  in  a  licde 
boat  with  his  oars,  againft  the  eddy  of  a  ihiice,  tipon 
fi  canal  1  that,  when  with  the  lail  endeavours  be  wat 

juft 
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jufi  got  up  to  the  place  intended,  the  force  of  ^  ed« 
dy  carri^  him  quite  back  ag»n  3  but  he  turned  his 
boat  as  icon  as  he  cdokl,  and  fett  to  bis  oenrs  agam  % 
and  tbu^  three  or  four  times  while  the  prmce  (aw  him } 
and  concluded,  this  c^  man's  buiine(s  tad  h»  ^mxt 
too  like  one  another,  and  that  he  ought,*  ho^wever,.  «6 
do  j  oft  as  the  old  man  did,  without  kno<iAring  what 
wooid  fucceed,  any  Diore  than  what  did  iii  the  poof* 
floan'scaie. 

Al)  diat  pafled  upcxi  theie  difcoiiries,  I  lepreft^t^ 
cd  very  particulsu-ly  to  the  court,  the  firfl  part  kmnc^ 
diately  to  the  king,  the  reft  to  the  fecretaries  erf  ftate  % 
and  added  my  own  opinion,  that  if  his  mgefly  con- 
tinuod  to  interpofe  no  further  than  by  the  bare  and 
common  ofiices  of  his  mediation,  in  the  place  and 
forms  of  a  treaty,  and  the  Auftrians  held  off  from  the 
prc^reft  of- it,  as  well  as  the  northern  allies,  and  as 
they  had  all  hitherto  done,  it  woiild  certainly  follow; 
diat  the  French  and  Dutch  would  fall  into  private  ne* 
flotiacions  \  and,  by  what  I  could  obierve  on  both 
fides,  were  like  to  adjuft  them  in  a  very  little  dme, 
and  leave  them  ready  to  clap  up  a  peace  in  two  days', 
when  the  Dutch  (hould  grow  more  impatient  of  the 
flownels  or  unfincerencfs  of  their  allies  proceedings  iii 
the  general  treaty,  or  whenever  the  violent  humour 
of  the  people  fhould  force  the  prince  to  fall  into  the 
fame  opinion  with  the  States  upon  this  matter.  This 
I  efteoned  myfelf  obliged  to  fay,  that  his  majefty 
might  want  no  lights  that  were  neceffary  upon  fo  nice, 
and  yet  fo  dangerous  a  conjunfture.  I  had  his  ma- 
jeft/s  anfwer  in  a  long  letter,  of  his  own  hand,  com- 
plaining much -of  the  confederate  minifters  in  Eng- 
land caballing  with  parliament- men,  and  raifing  all 
men*s  fpirits  as  high  againft  the  peace  as  they  could  ; 
and  that  they  had  done  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  made 
it  very  difficult  for  him  to  make  any  fteps  with  France 
towards  a  general  peace,  unlcfs  tte  Dutch  ambafla- 

dor 
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dor  wonld  firft  put  in  a  memorial,  prefTing  his  mn- 
jefty  fW>m  the  States  to  do  it ;  and  declaring^  that 
witnonc  it  they  &w  Flanders  would  be  loft. 

From  fecretary  Williamfon  I  had  no  other  anfwer 
material  upon  atl  the  Penlioner's  difcouries>  nor  my 
own  opinion  upon  the  prefent  conjunAure,  but  that 
his  majefty,  dnd  the  lords  of  the  toreign  committee^ 
wondeitd  I  ihould  think  the  French  were  i(>  ready  for 
a  feparate  peace,  if  the  Dutch  ihould  fall  into  thofe 
thoi^hts ;  and  that  they  did  not  remember  they  had 
tver  nsceived  any  thing  from  either  itie  or  my  collegue 
at  Nbn^guen  that  looked  that  way.  Upon  which  I  told 
him  the  frequent  conrerfations  I  had  h^  with  mon- 
fieur  Colben,  upon  that  fubje£t,  and  the  feveral  letters 
the  Penfioner  had  (hewn  from  the  marihal  D'Eftrades, 
or  his  inftniment,  at  Maeftricht.  But  to  all  this  I  re** 
cehred  no  anfwer  -,  nor  fo  much  as  refle£tion  •,  cho'  I 
tfaought  this  part  was  my  duty^  as  ambaiTador  at  the 
Higue,-  whether  it  were  fo  as  mediator  at  Nimeguen  or 
not. 

The  prince  and  Penfioner  were  both  willing  the 
king  ihould  be  complied  with,  in  the  government  of 
inoftiieur  Van  Beunitighcn's  paces  and  language  at  Lon- 
don >  but  preifed  me  to  write  once  more,  to  know  his 
tnajefty's  opinion  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace,  or  elfe 
he  faid  it  would  be  too  late,  while  the  feafon  advan- 
ced towards  the  campaign.  Upon  which  I  defired 
him  to  coniider  there  might  be  three  weeks  difierence 
between  his  firft  telling  his  own  thoughts  to  his  ma- 
jcfty,  and  receiving  his  majcfly*s  opinion  upon  them  ; 
or  (ending  iirft  to  knov/  his  majefty's,  then  returning 
his  own,  and  afterwards  expecting  the  king's  again, 
in  ca(e  they  differed :  befides,  I  believed  his  majcfty 
would  take  it  kinder,  and  as  a  piece  ot  more  confi- 
dchce,  if  his  highnefs  made  no  diificulty  of  explaining 
iiihifelf  firft.  The  prince  paufed  a  while,  and  then 
£ud,  to  ihcw  the  con$dcnce  lie  dcfircd  to  live  in  with 

his 
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his  majefly,  he  would  make  no  farther  difficulty  of 
it,  though  he  might  have. many  realbns  to  do  it: 
that,  if  the  king  had  a  mind  to  make  a  fudden  peace, 
he  thought  he  muft  do  it  upon  the  foot  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle ;  which  he  would  have  the  more  ground  for, 
becauie  it  was  a  peace  he  both  made  and  warranted : 
that,  for  exchanges,  he  thought  there  ihould  be  no 
other  propofed  upon  it,  but  only  of  Acth  and  Charle* 
roy  for  Aire  and  St.  Omer;  which  two  laft  he  thought 
imported  a  great  deal  more  to  France,  than  the  others, 
unlefs  they  would  declare  that  they  intended  to  end 
this  war  with  the  profpe£t  of  be^nin^  another,  by 
which  they  might  get  the  reft  oiFlanckrs:  that  this 
was  all  needed  pafs  between  France  and  Spain;  and 
for  the  Emperor  and  this  State,  that  the  firft,  having 
taken  Philiplburgh  from  the  French,  ihould  raze  it ; 
and  the  French  having  taken  Maeftrichtfrom  the  Dutch, 
ihould  raze  it  too*,  and  fo  this  whole  war  ihould  pafs 
ctmme  un  tourbiUon  qui  avoit  cefjcy  apres  avoir  menad 
heaucoup^  i^  fait  fort  feu  de  remuemens  au  monde  [as 
a  ftorm  that  has  ceaied,  after  it  had  threatened  much, 
and  made  but  little  alteration  in  the  world.] 

I  was  furprized  to  hear  a  propofition  fo  on  the  fud- 
den, fo  (hort  and  fo  decifive,  and  that  feemed  fo  ea- 
fy  towards  a  ihort  clofe,  if  his  majefty  ihould  fall  into 
it ;  and  I  efteemed  it  a  ftrain  in  the  prince  of  the  moft 
confummate  knowledge  in  the  whole  prefent  fcheme 
of  affairs,  and  moft  decifive  judgment  upon  them  that 
he  could  have  given,  after  the  longeft  deliberation  and 
matureft  advice.  I  obferved  however  to  his  highnefs 
upon  it,  that  he  had  not  explained  what  was  to  become 
of  Lorrain  and  Burgundy ;  and  next,  whether  he  be- 
lieved it  at  all  likely,  that  France,  after  fuch  acqui- 
fitions  made  in  this  war,  and  fo  many  more  expedt- 
ed,  ihould  come  to  fuch  reftitutions  of  what  they 
poflefled,  without  any  equivalent.  The  prince  re- 
plied. 
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plied)  both  were  explained  by  the  terms  he  propo- 
Icd  of  Aix  la  Chapelle :  that,  for  Lorrain,  France  ne- 
ver  pretended  to  keep  it,  but  from  the  laft  duke 
only ;  that  Burgundy  could  not  be  parted  with  by  Spain, 
witnout  the  French  reftoring  fo  many  towns  for  it  in 
Flanders  as  would  raife  endlefs  debates,  draw  the  bu- 
finels  into  lengths,  and  fo  leave  it  to  the  decifion  of 
another  campaign.  For  the  fecond,  he  faid,  he  had 
reafbn  to  doubt  it,  and  did  not  believe  it  would  be 
done  but  by  his  majefty's  vigorous  interpofition,  but 
by  that  he  was  fure  it  would  be  eafily  effeJfted :  but,  if 
ms  majefty  would  not  endeavour  it,  the  war  muft  go 
on,  and  God  Almighty  muft  decide  it :  that  all  the  al- 
Hes  would  be  glad  of  it,  and  believed  that,  upon  Don 
John's  coming  to  the  head  of  the  Spanifh  affairs,  there 
would  be  a  new  world  there :  that  however  one  town 
well  defended,  or  one  battle  well  fought,  might 
change  the  fcene  :  that  for  himfelf,  he  would  confefs, 
the  king  could  never  do  fo  kind  a  part,  as  to  bring 
him  with  fome  honour  out  of  this  war,  and  upon 
feme  moderate  terms ;  but  if  he  was^  content  that 
France  fhould  make  them  infupportable,  thev  would 
venture  all,  rather  than  receive  them;  and,  for  Hol- 
land's making  it  a  feparate  peace,  let  the  Penfioner,  or 
any  others,  tell  me  what  they  would,  they  fhould  never 
do  it  while  he  was  alive,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it. 
And  he  would  fay  one  thing  more  to  me,  that  he 
believed  he  was  able  to  hinder  it :  that,  if  he  died,  he 
knew  it  would  be  done  next  day,  bur,  when  that 
fhould  happen,  this  matter  muft  hz  fome  other's 
care,  and  perhaps  we  in  England  were  the  moft  con- 
cerned to  look  after  it. 

I  promifed  to  reprefent  all  he  had  faid  direftly  to 
his  majefty,  and  fo  I  did  immediately  -,  and  the  prince 
went  next  day  to  Dieron  within  fix  leagues  of  Ni- 
meguen,  where  I  promifed  to  come  to  him  as  foon  as  I 
fhould  be  poflfefled  of  his  majefly*s  anfwcr.  And  I 
I  am 
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am  the  moFe  particular  in  all  thde  diicouHf  s  wick  the 
Prince  and  the  Penfioqer  upon  this  grcaf  cpojiiin^tMi^e, 
becaufe  they  do  npt  oiUv  difcover  the  truf  ipripg^  from 
which  the  peace  was  afterwards  deiived,  but  iiBpi:ei€;at 
mod  of  the  interefts  of  ChriftcnidQiih  as  dni^  wen^  ob- 
ierved  by  the  two  perfons  that,  oeict  to  liioniji^r  de 
Witt,  underftood  th^m  the  befbof  any  I  hxv^jssp^  njtt 
with  in  the  courfe  of  my  negotiation^. 

After  the  prince  was  gone,  I  had  one.coafcccaoe 
more  with  the  Penfioner,  who  told  ine  he  wa^  jljbiU  ^ 
opinion  it  muft  coBue  to  a  fepa^atie  peace:  t\ai  Jxe  hii 
told  the  Emperor's  miniilers  the  iame  tliMng;  ^d, 
that  if  they  did  not,  at  Vienna  fall  into  the  in^e^ur^ 
propofed  and  infifted  on  by  the  States,  before  the  nudr 
die  of  February  next,  they  fhould  be  forced  tp  m^e  it; 
that  if  Don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  had  not  now  ^ui^  .thew 
of  the  remifes  being  adqally  come  fr^m  Spaia*  fc(r  pav^* 
pient  of  the  laft  year's  chaige  of  the  flee^,  bo^h  in  w 
Mediterranean  and  Baltick)  9CCordi^  to  agi;eeixient, 
ithe  peace  could  not  h^i^  been  kept  vOJErthis  winter  it;felf^ 
J  told  him  the  prince  was  of  another  mi^d,  and  i^ 
laid  to  me  a  jfeparate  peace  ihould  never  be  made  while 
he  lived,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it ;  and  that  he  be- 
lieved he  fhould  have  thlit  in  his  power.  The  Pei^ner 
•replied,  he  fhould  come  to  it  with  as  much  regxiet  as 
yhe  prince  himfelf ;  but,  that  his  highiiefe  hiflifelf 
might  be  forced  to  it  by  the  ill  conduct  of  his  aJiie$, 
the  ill  fuccelles  of  the  next  campaign,  and  the  mutinies 
of  the  people,  tp  vrtiich  they  were  alrea4y  but  too 
much  difppted  at  Amfterdam  by  the  delays  of  the  trea- 
ty at  Nimeguen :  that  tl^  late  revolution  in  ,  Spain, 
againft  the  queen  regent  and  her  miniflry,  had  fhewed 
enough  what  might  be  brought  about  by  a  violent  and 
general  humour  of  the  people ;  and  the  prince  knew 
the  country  too  well  to  go  too  far  againft  it:  that  it 
was  in  his  majefty's  hands  to  make  a  general  peace, 
if  he  pkafed,  before  the  campaign  began  \  and  per- 
haps 
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hap&  it  was  in  the  caodsuBL  of  Spain  and  die  Etnpeior 
«>  engage  Holland  in  one  catnpatgn  <morc,  by  the  mea- 
fisB  libejr  had  tpinpoifed.:  if  both  tiiefe  failed,  aiepa- 
Tatt  peace  muft  l)e  made. 

While  I  ftaid  at  the  Hague^  which  was  about  a 
-mQCth,  my  coflcguts  9Z  Ninv^uen  had,  it  feems,  l0»nA 
out  Ancgadadon^cown  between  the  Frendi  antbaflk- 
dors  and  nonfieur  Van  -Bevseming,  Separate  fpem  the 
mBofters  of  his  allies,  and  without  any  commumca- 
aJDA  isE  the  modiaiors,  vAnidti  they  fi^cled  would 
snfl  in  a  iepamte  peace,  fl)f  this  they  thought  fit  to 
jg^e  part  to  the  couit,  and  of  their  fuipidons  liipon  it ;; 
as  they  had  xlone  in  cny  ^bfeftiQe ;  and  received  an  im- 
'fip^^gft'  onler  upon  sc,  that,  in  cafe  they  found  a  fepa- 
«atc  feace  concluding,  x^r  condhided  between  France 
3md  Holland  at  Nime^en,  'diey  fhouldproteft  publicly 
againft  it  in  his  majefty's  nanFie.  This  niy.coIkgue 
fir  Xiond  Jerddns  writ  to  me  at  the  Hague  about  the 
^oth  of  January,  and  was  in  great  pam  'upon  it.  'He 
aj^rehfindfid  the  thing,  but'exped:ed  not  to  know  it  till 
it  was  done,  and  then  doubted  any  good  <:onfequenoes 
dnun  our  proteftation.  He  defired  I  would  both  fend 
iiitn  my  -moughts  lupon  it,  and  Jihe  &me  to  court 
sifixmoKlcoiud. 

I  did  ibj  both  to  my  lord  treafurer  and  Mr.  le- 
^oetary  Coventry;  and  told  them  very  freely,  that»I  could 
•ootomdcrftand  tte  leafon  or  the  drift  of  fuch  an  order 
;a5  my  coUegues  had  received  to  make  fuch  a  protefta- 
:tion  :  that  ir  a  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Hol- 
•iond  were  thought  as  dangerous  in  the  court,  as  1  knew 
-ft  was  in  the  country,  the  king  might  endeavour  to  pre- 
^anent'it ;  and  had  it  ftill  in  his  power,  asi  he  had  had  a 
i^gn^t  while  :  but,  if  it  were  once- concluded,  I  did  notice 
-any  oriicr  effeft  of  our  proteftation,  unlefs  it  were  to 
linitate  both  the  parties,  and  bind  them  the  fafter,  by 
-our  hdng  angry  at  their  conjunftion.  Nor  did  I  know 
nvfaat  gsoundxould  be  given  for  fuch  a  proteftation; 

for 
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for  though  the  parties  had  accepted  his  majefVy's  me- 
diation  of  a  general  peace»  yet  none  of  them  had  ob^ 
liged  themfelves  to  his  majefty  not  to  treat  a  feparate 
one,  or  without  his  offices  of  mediation ;  an^l,  if  they 
had,  I  did  not  fee  why  the  fame  interefts,  that  could 
make  them  break  through  fo  many  obligations  to  their 
allies,  fhould  not  make  them  as  bold  with  a  mediator : 
that,  as  to  prevent  the  thing  may  be  a  very  wife  and 
neceflary  counfel,  fo  his  majefly's  refolution  in  it  ou^ 
to  be  fignified  as  early  as  can  be,  where  it  is  likely  to 
be  of  moment  to  that  end,  which  was  to  France :  but 
if  the  thing  fhould  be  firft  done,  as  I  could  not  tell 
how  well  to  ground  our  offence,  fo  I  could  as  litde 
how  to  feek  our  revenge ;  and  it  would  be  to  ftay  till 
we  were  ftruck,  and  then  truft  to  crying  out :  that,  to 
the  beft  of  my  fenfe,  it  were  better  to  anger  any  one 
of  the  parties  before  a  fq>arate  peace,  than  both  of 
them  after ;  and  if  we  mufr  flrain  any  points  of  courtefy 
with  them,  to  do  it  rather  by  making  a  fair  and  gene- 
ral peace,  than  by  complaining.or  protefling  againft  % 
feparate  one. 

I  thought,  I  confefs,  that  upon  this  reprefentadon 
from  my  coUegues,  without  any  knowledge  of  mine, 
or  fufpicion  that  the  matter  was  working  up  at  Nime- 
guen  when  I  left  it,  and  yet  agreeing  io  much  with 
what  I  had  forefeen  and  reprefented  from  the  Hague, 
and  meeting  fuch  a  refentment  at  our  court  as  appear- 
ed by  the  order  tranfmitted  to  my  collegues  upon  it| 
there  was  little  queftion  but  his  majefly  would  declare 
himfelf  upon  the  terms  of  a  general  peace  to  both  par- 
ties, which  I  knew  very  well  would  be  refufed  by  nei- 
ther, if  he  were  pofitive  in  it,  and  fupported,  as  he 
would  certainly  have  been,  by  the  prince :  but  our 
counfels  at  court  were  fo  in  balance,  between  the  de- 
fires  of  living  at  lead  fair  with  France,  and  the  fears 
of  too  much  difpleafing  the  parliaments  upon  their  fre- 
quent feflions,  that  our  paces  upon  this  whole  affair 

looked 
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looked  all  like  crofs  purpofes^  which  no  man  at  home 
or  abroad  could  well  underftand,  and  were  often  mi- 
ftaken  by  both  parties  engaged  in  the  war,  as  well  as 
by  both  parties  in  the  houfc  of  commons,  till  the  thing 
was  wrelted  out  of  our  hand$. 

About  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  1677, 1  received 
his  majefty*s  anfwer  to  my  laft  difpatches  by  the  prince's 
directions,  and  carried  them  immediately  away  to  Dieren> 
which  was  a  little  out  of  my  way  to  Nimeguen,  and  there 
communicated  them  to  the  prince.  They  confided  of 
two  parts ;  the  firft,  an  offer  of  his  majcfty*s  enter- 
ing into  the  ftrongcft  defenfive  alliance  with  the  States, 
thereby  to  fecure  them  from  all  apprehepfions  from 
France,  after  the  peace  fliould  be.  made.  The  fecond, 
was  his  majefty's  remarks,  rather  than  conclufion  or 
judgment,  upon  the  terms  propofed  by  the  prince  for 
a  peace  :  that  he  believed  it  might  be  compafled  with 
France,  upon  the  exchange  of  Cambray,  Aire,  and  St. 
Omer,  for  Aeth,  Charleroy,  Oudenarde,  Conde,  and 
Bouchain:  that  this  feheme  was  what  his  majefty 
thought  poflible  to  be  obtained  of  France,  tliough  not 
what  was  to  be  wifhcd. 

I  obferved  the  prince's  countenance  to  change  when 
I  named  Cambray  and  the  reft  of  the  towns  ;  yet  he 
heard  me  through,  and  the  many  nice  reafons  of  Sir 

J —  W upon  the  matter  -,  as  of  a  double  frontier 

this  would  give  to  Flanders,  the  fatety  whereof  was 
the  thing  both  his  majefty  and  the  States  were  moft 
concerned  in ;  and  many  other  ways  of  cutting  the  fea- 
ther. After  which  the  prince  faid,  he  believed  dinner 
was  ready,  and  we  would  talk  of  it  after  we  had  dined, 
and.  lb  went  out  -,  but,  as  he  w^as  near  the  door,  he 
turned  to  me,  and  faid,  though  we  ftiould  talk  more  of 
it  after  dinner,  yet  he  would  tell  me  now,  and  in  few 
words,  that  he  muft  rather  die,  than  make  fuch  a  peace. 

After  dinner,  we  went  again  into  his  chamber,  where 
he  began  with  telling  me  1  had  fpoiled  liis  dinner :  that 

Vol.  IL  C  c  he 
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he  had  not  eype£led  fuch  a  return  of  dief;ccffttj(i*rice.te 
had  begun  towards  his  majcfly.     He  pbferv^  the  of- 
fer of  alliance  came  to  me  in  a  letter  of  his,  majc- 
fty*s  own  hand  •,  but  that  about  the  tenm  of  i  peiiQ^, 
from  the  fecretary  only :  that  it  was  in  a  ftyle  as  if  he 
thought  him  a  child,  or  to  be  fed  with  whipped  cream  : 
that,  fince  all  this  had  been  before  the  foreign  commit- 
tee, he  Icnew  very  well  it  had  been  vath  the  JFrerich 
ambaflador  too,  and  that  the  terms  were  his,  and  a 
great  deal  worie  than  they  could  have  dirc6fly  from 
France.     He  call  them  up  diftinftly,  and  what  in  pl^ii 
language  they  amounted  to  :  that  Spain  muft  part  with 
all  Burgundy,  Cambray,  Aire,  and  St.  Omer,  which  were 
of  the  value  of  two  other  provinces  in  the  confequenc6 
of  any  war  between  France  and  Spain  •,  and  all  tor  the 
five  towns  mentioned  :  that  in  (nort  all  muft  be  ven- 
tured, fince  he  was  in,  and  found  no  other  way  out. 
]  told  the  prince  that  I  hoped  he  would  lend  his  ma- 
jefty  his  own  thoughts  upon  it;    but  that  he  would 
think  a  little  more  before  he  did  it.  He  faid,  he  would 
write  to  the  king  that  night,  but  would  not  enter  into 
the  detail  of  the  bufincls,  which  was  n6t  worth  tre 
pains,  but  would  leave  it  to  me.     He  defired  me  fur- 
riier  to  let  his  niajelty  know,  that  he  had  been  very 
plain  in  what  he  had  told  me  of  his  own  thoughts  up- 
on this  whole  matter,  and  had  gone  as  low  as  he  could 
with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  ot  his  country,  and  his 
allies,  or  his  honour :  that  he  doubted  whether  Spain 
would  ever  have  confented  to  thofe  very  terms ;  but 
for  thcfc  he  knew  they  could  not,  though  they  were 
fureto  lofe  all  Flanders  by  the  war  :  and,  for  himlHff 
he  could  never  propolc  it  to  them ;  but,  if  Flanders 
were  left  in  that  pofture,  it  could  never  be  defended 
upon  another  invafion,  neither  by  Holland,  nor  by  Eng- 
laml  irfclt ;  and  he  was  fo  tar  of  the  Spaniards  mind, 
that,  if  Flanders  muft  be  loft,  it  had  better  be  fo  by  a 
war  than  by  a  peace  :  that,  whenever  that  was,  Hol- 
2  land 
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^f^ into  an  abfolute  dq)endence^uponFraiu:Qi[ 
v^hat  his  majefty  offered,  of  analliancQiiividi 
^i^d  be  to  no  puxpoie  \  for  they  woul4  not  bo 
|ci{age  of  a  war  alccF  the  lofs  of  Flanders,  and 
!th^  were  fur^  no  alliance  of  his  n)aje%,  nor 
ifl^er,  could  defend  them.  He  concluded^ 
lis  majefty. would  help  him  out  of  this  war  with 
QUr  and  ifafety,  either  upon  kindne(s  to  him,  or 
atjk)n  of  what  concernment  his  own  crowns  were 
lav^  in  the  iflue  of  this  affair,  he  would  acknow^ 
id  endeavour  to  deferve  it  as  long  as  he  lived  \,  if 
;  war  muflgo  on,  be  the  event  what  it  would  ; 
'  jiis  own  part^  he  would  r^er  charge  a  thouiand 
th  a  hundred,  nay,  though  he  were  fure  to  die 
;barge,  than  enter  into  any  concert  of  a  peace 
dCe  conditions. 

x  Iiis  majefty  an  account  of  all  that  pafled-  in 
jiriew,  and  returned  to  my  poft  at  Nimeguen. 
allies  had  taken  great  umbrage  at  my  journey 
;{ague,  asdefignedfor  negotiating  fome  feparate 
^wecn  France  and  Holland  -,  but  the  Frince 
afioner  feemed  carelefs  to  fatisfy  them,  and 
iiat.uie  only  of  it,  to  let  them  know  that  no  fuch 
^n^  yet  intended,  but  that  Holland  would  be 
to  it  at  lafl'  if  the  Emperor  and  Spain  £^11  not 
life  meafures  that  they  had  propofcd  to  them, 
Vienna  and  Madrid,  tor  the  vigorous  profccu- 
jhc  next  campaign.  Which  had  Ibme  effedl  at 
»  JDUt  little  in  Spain  or  Flanders,  as  was  felt  in 
^hing  of  the  fpring. 

ny  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  that  in  mr  ab- 
i^unt  Kinfki  was  arrived,  who  was  a  perion  of 
larts,  of  a  (harp  and  quick  apprehenfion,  but 
ad  fcrupulous  in  his  condud,  rigid  in  his  opini- 
:vcr  before  verfed  in  thefe  fort  of  employments, 
ercby  very  pundilious :  this  had  engaged  him 
nilties  upon  the  cerepiony  of  vifits,  both  with 
C  c  2  my 
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my  tollf  gues  and  the  French,  upon  his  firft  arrival  5  which 
lafted  with  thcfe  till  the  end  of  the  congrefs,  lb  as  to  hin- 
der ait  vifits  between  them  :  but  I  liad  the  good  fortune 
to  retrieve  all  ill  correfpondcncc  that  had  happened  be- 
tween the  mediators  and  him.  I  found  likewiie,  that  a 
fecret  intelligence  was  grown  between  the  French  and 
Dutch  ambafladors,  which  was  managed  by  monfieur 
Olivecrans,  the  fecond  Swedilh  ambaflador,  and  wholly 
apart  from  my  collegues,  whofe  intervention  had  been 
only  ufed  when  the  matter  was  firft  agreed  between 
Aoie  parties :  that  monfieur  Van  Beveming  drove  on 
very  violently  towards  a  peace,  and  with  little  regard 
of  his  allies ;  and  faid  he  had  order  from  the  StatM, 
'Se  puffer  V affaire  tant  qifil  hit  feroit  fojjihle  [to  puft 
the  bufinefs  on  as  vigoroufly  as  poffible :]  that  thofe  am- 
baflfadoi-s  had  come  to  a  fort  of  agreement  about  d)e 
form  and  number  of  powers,  which  was,  that  the 
mediators  fliould  be  dcfired  to  draw  up  a  form  of  pre- 
amble, which  fhould  be  common  to  all  the  parties, 
and  contain  nothing  more,  but  that  fuch  and  fuch 
piinces,  out  of  a  finccre  defire  of  peace,  had  fent  fuch 
and  fuch  pcrfons  to  Nimeguen,  which  had  been  chofc 
for  the  place  of  treaty,  by  the  intercefllon  of  the  king 
6f Great- Britain:  that  the  mediators  fhould  likewifc 
draw  up  an  obligatory  acb,  to  be  figned  by  the  feveriJ 
ambafladors,  and  put  into  their  hands  on  the  fame 
day,  for  the  procuring  ncrw  powers  within  fhcty  days 
after  the  date  :  that  the  titles  in  the  new  powers  fhould 
be  inferted,  honafide^  according  to  the  uliial  ft)'lc  of 
the  chanccllarj^  of  each  court;  and  that  an  aft  of  fal- 
vo  fhould  be  figned  bv  the  i'cveral  ambafTadors,  for 
no  confcquencc  to  be  drawn  hereafter,  for  the  itfeor 
omiflion  of  any  titles  in  thcfe  powers. 
•  I  found  likevvife,  th:it  thefe  points  had  been  agreed 
among  all  the  allies,  by  the  forma!  intervention  of  my 
collegues,  after  they  had  fidl:  been  concerted  ber.veen 
the  Frer.ch  and  Dutch  :  that  thcfe  ambalfadoi^  had  en- 
tered 
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red  int3o  a  courle  of  mutual  viQts ;  owning  publickly^ 
ac  they  did  it  as  necelTary  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  oif 
e  treaty  :  and  that  the  Dutch  began  to  talk  of  finifli^ 
a;  an  eventual  treaty  (as  they  called  it)  for  themfelves 
ibon  as  the  a^  about  powers  were  wholly  difpatch* 
,  which  ihould  not  take  place  till  the  general  peace 
LS  concluded  -,  but  after  which  they,  the  Dutch,  in- 
ided  to  employ  their  offices  between  their  allies 
d  the  French. 

I  found  likewife,  that  Mr.  Hide  had  increaied  the 
mbvT  of  the  mediators  in  my  abfence,  who,  having 
en  lent  into  Poland  the  fummer  paft,  to  chriften  that 
ng's  child,  and  to  condole  with  the  Emperor  upon 
slate  Emprefs*s  death,  had  performed  the  firft  com- 
iment  from  his  majefty  ;  but,  upon  his  coming  fi'om 
31CC  to  \'ienna,  ibund  the  Emperor  married,  and  fo 
fled  on  privately  home,  and  arrived  at  Nimegucn, 
)n  after  I  left  it  upon  my  journey  to  the  Hague  i 
lene  he  came  to  me,  after  having  (laid  a  tbrtni^t  at 
imeguen.  He  told  me  at  the  Hague,  that,  upon  his 
urn  by  Rotterdam,  he  had  there  met  letters  from 
art  with  a  commifEon  to  llop  for  fome  (hoit  time  at 
iiqeguen,  and  take  the  character  of  one  of  the  am- 
fl&dors  mediators  there,  by  which  he  might  be  en- 
led  at  his  return  to  give  his  majcfty  an  account  of 
}  ftate  and  progrefs  of  affairs  diere.  He  faid,  this 
mmifTion  was  intended  to  find  him  at  Nimeguen,  up- 
.  the  flop  he  made  there-,  but  having  not  arrived  till 

had  left  that  place,  he  was  in  doubt  whether  he 
>uld  make  any  ufe  of  it  or  no,  and  defired  my  ad- 
::c,  whether  to  return  to  Nimeguen,  or  to  go  forward 
:  England.  I  eafily  perceived  what  this  dilpatch 
15  intended  for,  to  introduce  him  into  thofe  kind  of 
arafters  and  employments ;   and  fo  advifcd  him  to 

back  to  Nimeguen,  which  he  did,  and  made  apart 

the  embaffy  during  a  fhort  (lay  there,  but  excufed 

nfclf  from  entering  into   the  management  of  any 

C  c  3  conferences 
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trcfnfcrrnccs  or  difpatchcs  j  fo  that  by  his  modeftyj  and 
rny  lord  Berkley's  great  age  and  infirmities,  the  fatigue 
of  that  employment  lay  ftxU  upon  me  and  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins,  who  writ  alternately  the  difpatches  from  the 
cmbafly  to  court,  and  die  others  to  other  princes  arid 
minifters  by  concert,  all  the  while  I  was  ,upon  die 
place.  * 

I  found  likewife,  at  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  fomc 
few  difficulties  yet  remaining,  which  obftruflied  die 
difpatch  intended  about  the  jX)wers :  for  (hough  the 
French  had  confented  to  furnilh  new  powers,  and  levc- 
ral  for  the  Emperor,  Spain,  Denmarlc,  and  Holland; 
yet  they  refufcd  a  diftinA  one  for  Brandenburg,  whidi 
thefe  minifters  infifted  on  •,  and  the  Dutch  were  in  fudi 
obligations  to  that  prince,  that  they  were  forced  to  do 
fo  too,  though  unwillingly,  as  doubting  the  fucafi 
with  France,  and  forefceing  the  confequencc  of  the 
fame  prcttrnce  to  be  raifed  upon  it  by  other,  princes  of 
Germany,  not  only  cleftors,  but  the  houles  of  Lunen- 
burg and  Neuberg,  who  yielded  to  the  eledtors  in  no 
point,  but  that  one  of  precedence.  But  the  Dutch,  to 
dirtingiiifli  that  of  Brandenburg,  alledged  to  us,  that 
he  was  principal  in  the  war  of  Sweden,  and  lb  (fOuJd 
noi  be  included  as  an  ally  only,  cither  by  the  Emptfor, 
or  by  the  StJtes. 

The  Danifh  ambaflador  ftcod  pofitively  upon  the 
common  uli-  of  the  Latin  tongue  between  France  and 
tliem  in  theii;  powers,  or  elfo  to  give  his  in  Daniih,  it 
they  gave  theirs  in  Frencli.  Thefc  faid,  diat  it  was  a 
noycity  and  an  im[)ertim'ncei  and  that,  if  in  all  the 
inrcrcoinlc  that  had  ever  been  betv/t'cn  thofL-  two 
crowns,  the  language  had  net  bern  French  en  thtir 
jide,  and  Latin  on  the  Danes,  even  in  any  one  inftru- 
ir^ent,  they  were  content  they  fliouki  give  tlieir  powers 
net  only  in  Danilh,  but  in  Hebrew  if  they  pleafed. 
The  Dane  faid,  he  could  not  give  account  of  all  pre- 
cedents :  that,  if  ill  ones  had  bten  hitherto  ufcd,  jt 

was 


IK  to  ,eftabU(h  new  ones  that  were  good:  dvif 
^r  hac}  more  dgjit  to  do  it  than  anv  former 
^ng  no^  iiicceHive  in  that  crown»  wliich.was 
^eftlve;  and,  being  more  abfolute  Id  his  (kttoi« 
dun  any  Oth^r  king  of  Chriftqndom »  for  tfaexB 
»w  nothing  in  Denmark,  but  la  voUnte  du  RjBy 
ill  of  the  King  i]  upon  all  which  he  faid  his  or- 
ere  pofmye,  and  he  could  not  proceed  witbbut 
te  m;  pretended. 

ic .  two  points  chiefly  had  obflrudled  the  final 
lent  about  the  powers  for  near  a  month  %  afux 
jwe  prevailed  with  the  French  to  yield  to  new 
i  fpr  Brandenburg,  upon  afliirance  from  the  Dutch 
ildprs  that  they  expected  no  fuch  prctendon 
I  Other  of  their  German  allies  •,  but  that,  if  any 
'be  raifed  and  refufed  by  France,  yet  that  fhould 
nder  or  delay  the  Dutch  from  proceeding  in  the 
,  The  Dane's  pretence  about  the  languages, 
oeither  countenanced  {lor  approved  by  any  of 
ij^  was  at  lad  yielded  by  him ;  which  had  been 
jH^ver  flarted,  as  having  loft  him  ground  in  that 
was  intended  by  it,  which  was  to  eftablifh  the 
pie  of  a  parity  among  crowned  heads. 
err  was  an  accident  happened  likewiie  in  my  ab* 
'  wtuch  had  raifed  great  heats  among  the  pardes. 
m  count  Kinlki's  arrival,  the  allies  began  their 
^^at  his  houfe  \  by  which  they  hoped  to  govern 
jpfieral  refolutions,  and  keep  the  alliance  from 
^Qg  iota  any  feparate  pieces.    The  Dutch  ambal* 
u  who  pretended  to  influence  the  peace  more  than 
if  their  allies,  ftomached  the  count's  defign  and 

ri  at  the(e  conferences,  where  they  (aid  he  pre- 
Co  be  fole  di&ator  \  and  diey  were  unwilling  to 
|l)to  plain  contradi<5lions,  or  the  lame  heats  at 
vn  houfc ;  upon  which  diey  went  to  the  Stadt- 
^,  jmd  chofe  tnere  a  room  for  their  conferences 
ijgallthe  allies,  which,  upon  the  firft  pra£tice^ 
C  c  4  gave 
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||l^e  great  oflfoMCC  to*  tbe  French  ambsiffiklqrs.  '  They 
l^itwis ^.breach  upon  thcncutraliiy.oEthe^pkce, 
fft^iflied  bgrthc.aflcnibly's  being  there'^.and:  that  the 
l>u£ch  had  now:  arrogated  to  chcnafelvies  the  diipofal 
w*(bc  cown*houie,  without  oommon  agreement.     The 
Putch  alicdged,  the  rooms  they  had  taken  were  not  be- 
loDg^ig  to  che  town,  but  to  thie  nobks  of  Guekier land, 
and  were  below  ftairs ;  and  that  all  above  remained 
to  be  difpofed  of  ftill  by  the  mediators  for  the  com- 
mon life  of  the  pardes  when  they  ihould  dcfirc  it. 
The  French  were  not  Satisfied  with  thefe  reafons,  and 
direatened  to  break  the  aficmbly.     We  at  laft  prevail- 
ed with  the  alHcs  to  forbear  the  ufe  of  the  Stedthoufc, 
(ill  we  drew  up  a  formal  propofaJ,  to  be  made  by  vjs 
the  mediators  to  all  parties,  deHring  them,  that,  for 
th^ir  eafe  and  convenience,  all  parties  would  meet  in 
pne  room  at  the  Stadthoufe,  or  at  leail  the  two  allian- 
ces in  two  fcveral  rooms,  whilit  we  ihould  meet  in  an- 
Hj^her,  and  be  there  ready  to  perform  all  offices  be- 
tween them.     This  laft  was  accepted,  and  we  dcfign- 
cii  the  fevcral  rooms  for  ourfclvcs  and  the  parties  -,  but 
were  forced  to  find  two  rooms  for  the  French  and 
.  Swedes  to  meet  apart,  whofc  competition,  though  allies, 
would  not  fufier  them  to  meet  in  one,  or  deciue  it  by 
lot,  as  the  Spaniard  and  Dane  had  done. 

There  remained  one  difficulty  more,  which  particu- 
•  iarly  concerned  his  majcfty.  Both  l^Vench  and  Sj>a- 
^liards,  as  well  as  Imperialifts,  had  infifted,  even  with 
■  emulation,  diat  the  pope's  mediation  flioiild  be  men- 
tioned in  the  new  powers,  as  well  as  his  majefty's. 
The  Dutch  and  Danes  both  had  abfoluteiy  retLifed  to 
treat  upon  any  powers  where  the  pope's  mediation 
ihould  be  mendoned.  We  had  likewife  reprefcnted  to 
them,  how  great  a  difference  there  was  between  his 
majefty*s  mediation,  that  had  been  accepted  by  all 
pardes,  and  the  pope's,  that  had  been  fo  only  by  a 
part  of  them  y  and  the  very  mention  of  it  ablblutely 

refuftd 
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refuted  faylfetml 'oditrs^"  to  be  adniito:^  into  the 
pawers:  thatUsinj^fft/s  mectittionhad'^ropoied.t^ 
place  .of  .ticaty,  exchanged  'the  pafiports^  -  formed  the 
affirmbly^^  managed  all  the  Hfgotiamons  in'^itfo  Idng, 
without  dieuppeanmce  of  any  minifter  from  the  pop^ 
or  knowledge  vrhether  he  would  be  recdved  tf  he  came, 
or  by  whom  his  mediation  -would  be  accepted  or  em- 
ployed. At  length  it  was  refolvcd,  that  the  mention 
of  his  01^611/$  mediation  alone  fhould  be  made  in 
the  feveral  powers :  and  fo  all  being  agreed,  about 
the  middle  of  February,  all  the  feveral  aSi»  weiie  fign- 
ed  and  put  into  our  hands,  and  by  us  exchanged 
amcmg  the  feveral  parries. 

After  this  difpatch  of  all  preliminaries  to  the  treaty, 
the  fcreral  parties,  by  agreement,  brought  Into  our 
hands  their  feveral  propofitions  or  prctcnfions.  The 
French  fccmcd  in  theirs  to  demand  nothing  of  the  Em- 
peror and  of  Brandenburg,  but  the  entire  rtftoring  of 
the  treaty  of  M  under;  of  Spain,  the  retaining  of  all 
they  had  conquered  in  this  war,  upon  the  Spaniards  hav- 
ing firft  broken  the  peace.  From  the  States  General 
they  made  no  demand,  but  offered  them  the  reftoring 
of  their  friendfhip,  and  that  they  would  hearken  to  a 
treaty  of  commerce.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Emperor's 
■  demands  were,  that  France  fhould  reftore  to  him,  to 
the  Empire,  and  all  his  allies,  whatever  they  had  ta- 
ken from  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  make 
reparation  for  all  damages  they  had  fuffered  in  it.  The 
Spaniards  demanded  ail  the  places  they  had  loft:,  and 
all  the  damages  they  had  fuffered  from  France  fince  the 
year  1665.  The  Dutch  demanded  from  France  the  re- 
.  ftitution  of  Maeftricht,  latisfaftion  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  in  what  did  concern  the  principality  of  Orange,- 
and  a  reglement  of  commerce,  with  a  renunciation  of 
all  pretenfions  each  party  might  have  upon  the  other. 
As  for  the  great  damages  they  had  fuftained,  they  faid, 

they 
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they  iacrtfioed  thctn  iQt  to  tbs  .public  .pCj||:«]»/(>i!!^vif}Qd 
iatisfa&iQ&jnigfat.begiv£i»tO;^^  m  v.ori 

For  idle  northern  kinge.^d  Q^xn^  prioecs,:  j^ 
demandfi wKireibczfleiyied^  that  I^ib^U J^beac:f^U 
ftcm,  anclfum  them  up  in  this  onlji,  X-hat  th^fe.whp 
had  ^aiocd  by  the  war,  Dretornkd  to  retjkloiall  t)iey:  had 
3t  J  and  thofc  that  had  .loft*  .pix]tended,t(^,Ff«ovcr  4I 
had  lofty  and  to  be  repaid  the  d^,^e$:  they  had 
Bed  by  the  war.  Count .  Kinfki  deliy:ered ;  Wtt>.  our 
bands  likewife  the  duke,  of  Lorrain's  pretenfioBs  ^  ieal^d 
as  the  left  were ;  but  we  opened  them  np^.upon  tbt 
French  telling  us  diey  had  Dot  received  froii)  ^ourt  any 
cotmter-pretjcnfions  upon  the  duke  of  Lorraine  where- 
of they  believed  the  reafon  to  be,  that  no  miniiler  of 
his  had  yet  appeared  at  the .  coiigrefs.  .  Indeed,  their 
pretenfions  againft  L.orrain  hud  never  yet  been  made 
fince  the  deam  of  the  late  duke,  and  would  biave  been 
Very  h^  to  draw  up  by  tlvH:  ablcft  miniikrs  or  ad- 
vocates themfelves  ^  aiKl  thert^fore.  they-  thought  fit  to 
decline  them,  and  referve  them  for  the  terms  of  a 
peace,  when  they  Ihould  be  able  to  prcfcribc,  rather 
than  to  treat  them. 

•  By  thefe  propoficions  of  the  fevcral  parties,,  it  eafily 
appeared  to  the  world,  what  wife  men  kn?w  before, 
how  litde  hopes  there  were  of  a  peace,  from  the  moti- 
ons of  this  treaty  in  the  prefect  circuniftanoes  of  affairs, 
and  how  it  was  wholly  to  be  expefied  fcpm  the  cpurife 
and  infiuerice  ot  future  events  in  die  progreis.of  the  war. 
About  the  24th  of  Februiiry,  I  went  to.  the  prince  at 
his  houfc  at  Soefdyck,  a  da:>''$  journey  from  I^imeguen, 
upon  a  letter  from  his  highnefs  defiring  it  of  me.  1 
had  about  a  week  before  written  to  him  byth^  king's 
command ;  upf^n  whicli  his  highnefs  defircd  to  Ipeak 
with  me.  I  went,  and  told  him  the  contents  of  my  laft 
difpacch.  He  afked  me,  wlvether  it  were  from  die  king 
himfclf,  or  from  any  of  the  miniilcrs  3  I  told  lum  it 
was  from  fccrctary  Williamfon,  by  thcking-s  command. 

The 
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prince  (Ud,  Then  he  knew  fW>m  whence  it  came:^ 
iiowever  defired  tat  to  rtzd  the  paniailan:t6  him  v 
h  yretty  the  kii^s  appciehenlion  cf  a  miftake  in 
prince,  becaufe  the  terms  mentioned  by  his  maje- 
fere  not  any  propofitions,  which  he  did  not  think 
art  to  make,  nor  had  he  any  authority  fin:  it,  Imc 
a  piece  of  confidence  he  had  entered  into  with  die 
:e :  next,  that  the  exchange  of  Cambray  was  only 
ofed  as  a  thing  to  be  wiihed,  that  fo  fix  towns 
it  be  reilored  to  Spain,  inftead  of  five  the  priaoe 
{d*opo(ed,  which,  in  his  majefty's  opinion,  would 
da  kind  of  a  double  frontier  to  Bruflels,  and  fb 
5  Flanders  fafer  than  by  the  prince's  fcheme :  dicrc- 
his  majefty  defired  the  prince  would  think  further 
,  iuid  not  let  it  fall  fo  flat  as  he  did  by  his  laft  an* 
,  without  trying  what  it  could  be  beaten  out  to.: 
however  offered,  that,  if  his  highnefs  had  any 
r  prbpofition  to  make  to  France,  die  king  would 
readily  hand  it  over  to  them  in  the  beft  manner 

)Uld. 

niilft  I  was  reading  this  to  the  prince,  he  could 
ly  hear  it  out  with  any  patience.  Sir  J — W— 'i 

was  always  fo  dilagreeable  to  him;  and  he 
ght  the  whole  call  of  this  fo  artificial,  that  he 
ved  it  at  firll  with  indignation  and  fcom,  rather 

with  thole  further  thoughts  that  were  defired  of 
He  faid  the  flyle  of  letting  it  fall  fo  flat,  was  my 
Arlingtpn's ;  and  the  double  frontier,  as  it  were,  for 
Bills,  was  fome  of  the  fccretary's  crefme  fouetU 
ipp'd  cream]  and  fit  for  children.  The  rpfl:  he 
:  to  be  all  the  French  ambaflador's,  who  would 

continue  a  private  treaty  with  him  by  the  king's 
1,  while  his  mafter  went  into  the  field.     His  an- 

was  very  plain.  That  he  had  thought  cnou^  of 
ind  had  no  more  to  fay  at  this  time ;  that,  when  he 
£,  to  me  fo  lately  at  the  Hague,  he  believed  the 
t  might  have  been  made,  and  upon  better  terms 

than 
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than  her  propofed,  if  the  king  had  defired  them 
from  France,  either  upon  kindnefs  to  hiofi,  or  upon 
the  intereft  of  his  own  crowns :  that  he  was  ibrry  to 
Bnd  the  king's  thoughts  fo  different  from  his ;  and 
that,  whenever  they  grew  nearer,  he  ihould  be  glad  to 
kfxow  it :  but  he  looked  now  upon  the  campaign  as 
begun,  and  believed,  at  the  time  we  talked,  the  guni 
were  playing  before  Valenciennes :  that  he  law  no  hopes 
of  a  peace,  but  expedcd  a  long  war,  unlefs  Flanders 
fhould  be  loft,  and  in  that  cafe  the  States  muft  make 
the  beft  terms  they  could  :  that  he  expected  a  very  ill 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  to  make  an  ill  figure  in  it 
himfclf,  and  to  bear  the  (hame  of  faults  that  others 
would  make  -,  but  if  the  Emperor  performed  what  he 
had  promifcd,  the  campaign  might  not  end  as  it  be- 
gan :  chat,  however,  he  .was  in,  and  muft  go  on,  G? 
quand  on  eji  ala  grande  mejfe^  on  y  eft  [and  when  one  is 
at  high-mals,  one  is  at  it],  meaning,  I  fuppofe,  that  one 
muft  ftay  till  it  is  done,  becaufe  the  crowd  is  fo  great 
one  can't  get  out :  that  he  gave  his  majefty  thanks  for 
his  offer  of  handing  over  to  Fnr.cc  any  propofition  he 
ftiould  make  -,  but  that  never  was  his  meaning ;  for  if 
it  had,  he  could  eafily  have  found  a  diredter  way:  that 
his  intention  was  only  to  enter  into  a  confidence  with 
his  majefty  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  peace,  and  to  owe 
it  wholly  to  him ;  but  it  any  thing  was  propofed  by  the 
king  to  France  otherwifc  than  as  his  own  thoughts,  it 
muft  be  from  the  body  of  the  alliance,  and  not  from 
him. 

After  thcfe  difcoiirfcs,  the  prince  went  immediLite- 
ly  away  for  the  Hague,  and  I  returned  to  Nimeguen  -, 
where  all  negotiations  fet-med  wholly  at  a  ftand,  and  lo 
continued  till  towards  the  cr.d  of  April.  In  diis  time 
arrived  monlleur  Srratman,  one  of  the  Iiriperial  am- 
balTadors  •,  monfieur  Chriftin,  one  of  the  Spanifh  ;  but 
he  and  Don  Pedro  having  only  the  characler  of  pleni- 
poccnriaries,  and  pretending  thereupon  the  treatment 
2  of 
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of  ambafladors,  ahd  die  French  And  Swedes  refafing  it 
CO  tbac  character,  they  continued  incognito  till  the  arri* 
val  of  die  marquis  de  Balbaces. 

For  monfleur  Stratman,  upon  his  notification  to  the 
feveral  ambaflkdors  (at  the  fame  time,  as  he  faid)  the 
Dane  and  the  Swede  made  him  firft  their  vifits,  and  after 
them  the  French :  whereupon,  having  firft  made  hi* 
to  the  mediators,  he  returned  them  to  the  Swede,  the 
Dane  being  out  of  town ;  after  which  he  fent  to  de* 
mand  an  hour  of  the  French;  but  monfieur  D*Eftrades 
returned  him  anfwer,  that,  having  failed  of  the  re- 
tpeft  due  CO  the  king  his  maftcr,  they  would  not  ad- 
mit of  any  vifitfrom  him.  Hereupon  monfieur  Kinflci 
and  monfieur  Stratman  defired  us  to  a(k  upon  what 
point  the  French  refufed  their  vifit,  faying,  it  could  be 
upon  no  other  but  a  pretence  of  preference  to  all  other 
crowns,  and  expefting  the  firft  vifits  to  be  made  to 
the  French,  though  other  ambaffadors  had  firft  vifited 
the  Imperialifts.  This  they  defired  much  the  French 
would  avow,  believing  it  would  embroil  them  with 
the  Swedes  as  well  as  with  us,  who  they  knew  would 
declare  againft  any  fiich  pretence.  But  the  French, 
upon  our  application  from  the  Imperialifts,  kept  flanch 
to  their  firft  anfwer,  tffiit  monfieur  Stratman  avoit  man* 
que  du  refpeH  an  roy  lettr  maijlre  [had  been  wanting  in 
the  relpeft  due  to  the  king  their  matter]  that  he  had 
done  it  in  feveral  points,  and  knew  very  well  in  what : 
and  ftirther  than  this  they  would  not  enter  into  the  mat- 
ter, but  continued  pofitivc  in  refufing  the  vifit. 

Whilft  fuch  matters  as  thefe  helped  to  amufe  the 
congreis,  and  keep  them  in  countenance,  the  eflfential 
pans  of  the  treaty  were  managed  in  the  field :  France 
had  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  blocked  up  Cambray ; 
and  Valenciennes  about  the  end  of  February.  Having 
provided  fufficient  magazines  in  the  winter  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  their  forces,  they  began  to  break  into  Flan- 
ders, and  into  the  parts  of  Gennany,  on  the  other  fide 
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tli6  RMOe,  flud'With  all  the  nx^  croel  ravagfttiof 
ihg  and  fpoiling  choife  paits^  of  GermaxYjrtmic  conid.te 
exercUed,  and  luch  as  had  not  yet  been  ufbdiOfk'ohhert 
fide  fince  die  war  began;  1  he  allies  made  a^mplaifics 
erf*  this  ne^  m^lnner  of  war  to  his  ini^ilyr;>  who  cm** 
[Cloyed  his  offices  towards  Fisnce^  to  hinder  fudi  pra^ 
Iccution  of  a  quarrel^  while;  a  peace  was  treating 'Un- 
der his  mediation :  But  the  cbing  was  done,  and  dieir 
point  was  gained ;  which  was,  by  an  entiir  mm  si 
the  country  to  hinder  the  Imperiaiifts  from  finding 
any  ftibfiftence  for  their  troops,  if  they  fhould  march 
into  Alface,  and  thereby  divert  tbofc  forces  that  the 
French  refiilved  to  employ  this  fpring  in  Flanders,  bcf 
fore  the  Dutch  could  take  the  field  and  mardi  to  the  re- 
lief of  thofe  places  they  intended  to  attack. 

About  the  leventeenth  of  March,  the  king  6f  FiaiKt 
took  Valenciennes ;  having  furmountcd  the  very  force 
of  the  ieafons,  and  fat  down  before  it  about  the  begin** 
ning  of  that  month.  From  thence  he  marched  with  a 
mighty  army,  and  laid  fiege  to  Cambray  with  one  part 
of  it,  and  to  St.  Omer  with  the  other,  under  the  dulot 
of  Orleans.  After  five  days  fiege  from  the  c^ningef 
the  trenches,  he  took  Cambrayj^iike  all  the  other  Spa- 
Aifh  towns,  by  Ibmender  upon  Articles;  but  the  cita* 
del  held  out  for  fome  days  longer. 

In  die  mean  rime,  the  Dutch,  having  received  their 
payments  due  from  Spain,  and  finding  the  French  to  go 
on  with  their  defign  upon  Flanders,  whilfl:  the  treaty 
ferved  but  for  an  amufement,  refolved  to  go  on.  witn 
the  war  for  another  campaign ;  being  kept  up  to.  this 
reiblution  by  the  vigour  of  the  prince  of  X)range,  in 
prefllng  them  upon  the  obtervance  of  their  treaties,  and 
purfuit  of  their  intereft,.  in  the  defence  of .flaiKlcrs. 
Upon  the  firft  motion  of  the  French,  the  prince  had 
begun  to  prepare  for  that  oi  his  troops  likewife,  and 
pfdTed  the  Spaniards  to  have  theirs  in  readinefs  to  join 
nim^  and  with  all  imaginable  endeavours  provkled 

for 


r:the  fiibfifiancc  of  bis  anny  in  their  inarch  diroiigil 
anden,  which  the  Spaniards  had  taken  no  care  of. 
ic.wid^all  the  diligmoe  and  application  that  could 
I  laled^  be  could  not  come  to  the  relief  either  of  Va- 
idennes  or  Caoihiay ;  but  with  part  of  the  forces  of 
e  States  aloQe^  and  without  either  troops,  or  te  much 
guides^  iiimiihed  him  by  the  Spaniards,  he  march- 
directiy  towards  St.  Omer,  relblute  to  raife  that 
ge  with  thfi  hazard  of  a  battle,  at  what  difadvantage 
rven  The  duke  of  Orleans,  leaving  a  fmall  part 
hisrtro(^s  to  defend  his  trenches  before  St.  On)er, 
arched  to  meet  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  upon  the 
ly  was.ic-inforccd  by  monfieur  de  Luxemburgh  with 
I  the  troops  the  French  king  could  fend  out  of  his 
my,  leaving  only  enough  to  continue  the  fiege  before 
e  citadel  of  Cambray.  Tbefe  armies  met,  and  fought 
id&  great  bravery  at  Mont-Caflel,  where,  after  a  fharp 
fpute,  the  firft  regiment  of  the  Dutch  infantry  began 
Weak,  and  fall  into  diforder :  the  prince  went  imm- 
ediately to  that  part  where  the  fhake  began,  rallied 
em  fevcral  times,  and  renewed  the  charge ;  but  at 
ft  was  borne  down  by  the  plain  flight  of  his  men, 
bom  he  was  forced  to  refift  like  enemies,  and  fall  in 
nong  them  with  his  fword  in  his  hand  ;  and,  cutting 
c  firft  crofs  the  face,  cried  out  aloud,  Coquin^je  te 
vnjuerai  au  moius^  a  fin  dt  U  faire  fendre  [ralcal,  I'll 
c  a  mark  on  thee  at  leaft,  that  I  may  hang  thee  after- 
irris.]  Voice  nor  adions,  threats  nor  examples,  could 
vc  courage  to  men  that  had  already  loft  it ;  and  fo  the 
ince  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  ftream  that  carried 
m  back  to  the  reft  of  his  troops,  which  yet  ftood 
ns  i  with  whom,  and  what  he  could  gather  of  thofc 
lat  had  been  routed,  he  made  a  retreat  that  wanted 
tie  of  the  honour  of  a  viftory  \  and  will,  by  the 
Afeffion  of  his  enemies,  make  a  part  of  that  grcgt 
laradter  they  fo  juftly  allow  him.  The  fafety  ot  the 
litcharmy,  upon  this  misfortune,  was  by  them  whoU 
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If  owed  to  ius  highnds's  conduA  as  well  as  bravexy 
in  the  courfe  of  this  adbioo;  after  which,  .bodi  Sc 
Qtoer  and  the  citadel  of  Cambray  were  ivarendercd  to 
the  French  about  the  twentieth  of  April,  with  which 
the  Spaniards  loft  the  main  ftrenffth  oi  their  frontier  of 
Flanders  on  that  fide  (as  they  had  done  that  on  the 
other  fide  by  Aeth  and  Cbarleroy  in  the  former  war)  and 
all  the  hopes  of  raifing  any  contributions  in  France, 
which  was  a  great  part  of  the  fubfiftance  of  the  Spa* 
niih  troops ;  lb  as  there  now  remained  nothing  of  hxin- 
tier  confiderable,  befides  Namur  and  Mons  to  the  land^ 
Oftend  and  Newport  to  the  fea ;  and  the  reft  of  thc::^ 
Spanifli  Netherlands  confifted  only  of  great  towns,,  byr- 
which  no  refiftance  could  be  hoped  for  whenever  th^ 
French  Ihould  tliink  fit  to  attack  them,  and  could  ipar^ 
men  enough  to  garrifon  them  when  they  fhould  be 
taken.     For  the  greatne(s  of  thole  towns,  and  multi- 
tude of  inhabitants,  and  their  inveterate  hatred  to  the 
French  government,  was  fuch,  as  without  very  great 
carrilbns  they  could  not  be  held,  unlefs,    upon  one 
Hidden  conqucft  and  great  revolution,  the  whole  Spa- 
mfh  Netherlands  fhould  become  French,  and  thereby  be 
ihade  a  new  frontier  towards  the  Dutch  and  Germans, 
and,  like  a  new  conqueft,  the  feat  of  their  armies. 

This  the  Spaniards  thought  would  never  be  fufFercd, 
neither  by  England  nor  Holland  ;  and  lb  they  fcemed 
to  have  abandoned  the  fate  of  Flanders  to  their  care, 
with  a  refignation  that  became  good  Chriftians,  rather 
than  good  reaibners.  For  I  have  long  obierved,  from 
all  I  have  fcen,  or  heard,  or  read  in  ftory,  that  no- 
thing is  lb  fallacious,  as  to  reafon  upon  the  counfels 
or  conduft  of  princes  or  ftates,  trom  what  one  con- 
ceits to  be  the  true  intcreft  of  their  countries  •,  for 
there  is  in  all  places  an  intcreft  of  thofe  that  govern, 
and  another  ot  thofc  that  are  governed  :  nay,  among 
thefe,  there  is  an  intcreft  of  quiet  men,  that  defire  on- 
ly to  keep  wlut  they  have  •,  and  another  of  unquiet 
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^ii?.,  v/ho-defire  to  acquire  what  they  have  not;  and 
by  violent,  if  they  cannot  by  lawful  means.     I'here- 
iorc  I  never  could  find  a  better  way  of  judging  the 
refolutions  of  a  Hate,  than  by  the  perfonal  temper  and 
uiider(landing,.or  palfions  and  humours,  of  the  princes, 
or  chief  minifters,  that  were  for  the  time  at  the  head 
f     of  affairs.     But  the  Spaniards  reafoned  only  from  what 
ti;cy  thought  the  intereft  of  each  country.  They  knew 
i^Iollahd  would  fave  Flanders,  if  they  could,  and  Eng-- 
land  tliey  were  func  could  if  tliey  would,  and  believed 
^ould  be  brought  to  it  at  laft  by  the  increale  of  the 
cJanger,,  and  force  of  their  own  intereft,  and  die  hu- 
niour  of  the  people.     In  this  hope  or  prefumption  they  ■ 
\vere  a  great  deal  flattered  by  their  minifters  then  in' 
tngland,  Don  Bernard  de  Salinas  envoy  from  Spain, .' 
and  Fonfeca  conful  there  •,  who  did  indeed  very  indu- 
ilrioufly  foment  the  heats  that  began  about  this  time  to 
appear  in  the  parliament,  upon  the  apprehenfions  of 
the  French  conquefts  both  in  Flanders  and  Sicily:  which 
moved  them,  about  the  end  of  March,  to  make  ian  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king,  rcprefenting  die  progrefTes  of  France, 
and  defiring  his  majefty  to  put  a  flop  to  them,  before 
they  grew  dangerous  to  England,   as  well  as  to  their 
neighoours.     Don  Bernard  de  Salinas  told  fome  of  the 
commons,  that  the  king  was  very  angry  at  diis  ad- 
drcfs,  and  had  faid  upon  it,  that  the  authors   of  it 
were  a  company  of  rogues  ;  which  made  a  great  nolle 
in  the  houfe  of  commons.     The  king  refented  it  as  a 
piece  of  malice  in  Salinas,  or  at  leaft  as  a  defign  to  in- 
flame the  houfe.;  and  thereupon  ordered  him  to  depart 
the  kingdom  widiin  certain  days.  Yet,  about  a  month 
after,  the  parliament  made  anodier  addrefs,  upon  the 
iame  occafion  ;  defiring  his  majefty  to  make  a  league 
offenfive  and  defenfivc  with  the  States-General,  forop- 
poiing  the  progrels  of  tiie  French  conquefts.   This  his 
majefty  received  as   an  invafion  of  his  prerogative. 
Vol  II.  D  d  made 
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made  them  an  angry  anfwer,  and  pror(^ued  the  parlia- 
ment till  the  winter  following. 

However,  Fr^ce  had  fo  much  regard  to  the  jealou- 
fies  raifed  both  in  England  and  HoUand^of  their  defign* 
ing  an  entire  conqueft  of  Flanders,  that,  after  having 
gained  thoie  three  important  frontier-towns  fb  «arly  in 
the  Ipring,  and  difperfcd  his  army  after  that  expedi- 
tion, that  king  returned  home ;  writ  to  his  majefty, 
that  to  (hew  he  had  no  intention  to  conquer  Flanders, 
but  only  to  make  a  general  peace,  he  was  contented, 
notwithftanding  the  great  advantages  and  forces  he  had 
at  prefent,  to  make  a  general  truce,  in  cafe  his  allies 
the  Swedes  would,  agree  to  it ;  which  he  deiired  his  ma- 
jefty  to  inform  himfelf  of,  fince  he  had  not  convenience 
of  doing  it,  for  want  of  liberty  of  couriers  into  Sweden. 

The  contents  of  this  letter  were  pronc^by  the  French 
ambafladors  at  Nigieguen  among  uveTeverai  minifiers 
there,  till  they  found  it  had  an  cfFeft  contrary  to  what 
was  intended,  and  was  taken  by  all  for  too  grois  an 
artifice.  It jpaffed  very  ill  with  nK)nrieur  Van  Bever- 
ning  himfelf,  who,  of  all  others  there,  was  the  moft 
paffionatdy  bent  upon  the  peace.  But  he  laid  openly 
upon  this,  that  the  French  were  to  be  commended,  who 
never  negledlcd  any  thing  of  importance,  nor  fo  much 
as  of  amufcxnent ;  that  France  had  given  their  blow, 
and  would  now  hinder  the  allies  trom  giving  theirs :  that 
the  refer ve  of  Sweden's  confent  was  an  eafy  way  of 
avoiding  the  truce,  if  the  allies  lliould  accept  it :  that 
this  itfelf  could  not  be  done,  becaufc  Flanders  would 
be  left  fo  open,  as  to  be  eafily  fwallowed  up  by  the  next 
invafion,  having  no  frontier  on  either  fide :  that  the 
towns,  now  pofiefled  by  France,  would  in  the  time  of 
a  truce  grow  abfolutely  French,  and  io  the  harder  to 
be  rcftored  by  a  peace  or  a  war :  that,  for  his  part,  he 
defired  the  peace  •,  contrary  to  the  politics  of  monfietir 
Van  Beuninghcn,  and  the  other  minifters  of  the  allies 
in  England  V  affirming  always,  that,  notwithftandins 
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all  their  intrigues  and  intelligences  there,  he,  monfieur 
Van  Bcverning,  was  afTured,  that  his  majefty  would 
not  enter  into  the  war,  to  fave  the  laft  town  in  Flan- 
ders. This  confidence  made  him  purfue  all  the  ways 
towards  a  peace,  and  by  paces  which  fome  tliought  for- 
warder than  his  commiflion,  and  very  ill  concerted 
with  thofe  of  his  allies.  About  the  middle  of  April, 
he  brought  us  the  projeft  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  both 
ibr  France  and  Sweden,  and  defired  we  would  make  the 
communication  of  them;  which  we  did  for  form, 
though  we  knew  that  thofe  minifters  had  been  before 
pofliJkd  of  them  from  the  Dutch  ambafladors  them- 
iclves.  And,  fome  few  days  after,  they  entered  into 
conferences  upon  this  projedl  at  the  French  ambafla- 
dor's  houfe,  whom  they  found  very  eafy  in  the  terms 
tte  Dutch  infiftcd  on  for  their  commerce,  which  was  all 
that  could  make  any  difficulty  between  them. 

1677.  About  the  end  of  April,  the  miniflers  of  the 
allies  came,  and  prefented  us  their  feveral  anfwers  in 
writing  to  the  French  propolitions  -,  which  they  offered 
to  leave  with  us,  whenever  we  (hould  afTure  them  that 
the  French  and  Swedes  wery  ready  with  theirs.  Upon 
this  communication  given  to  the  French,  they  were  po- 
fitive  to  give  no  anfwer  in  writing,  nor  to  receive  any, 
aHedging  both  reafon  and  example  for  their  opinion ; 
tins  from  the  praftice  of  the  Munfler-treaty,  that  from 
the  danger  of  the  inveftive  (lyle  or  language  that  are  apt 
to  enter  into  the  writings  of  each  party  upon  fuch  oc- 
caGons.  The  allies  were  for  fome  time  as  peremptory 
ia  their  refolurion  of  delivering  their  anfwer  in  wric- 
11^ ;  but  both  at  laft  agreed  upon  the  expedient  we 
propofed,  of  diftating  to  us  what  they  intended  fhould 
DC  laid  to  the  other  party,  of  our  fetting  the  fubftance 
down  in  writing,  and  reading  it  over  to  them  firft  who 
(fiftared  to  us,  fo  as  they  might  be  judges  whether  we 
tad  ri^tly  apprehended  and  exprelied  their  meaning  •, 
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and  yet  the  thing  might  go  in  our  ftyle,  and  not  «i 
theirs  ;  by  which  all  iharpncfs  and  provocation  would 
be  avoided. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  arrived  prcfident  Canon, 
envoy  fron^  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  put  his  m^er's 
pretenfions  into  our  hands  j  upon  which  the  allies  ex- 
peded  a  return  of  thofe  from  France  upon  that  duke, 
no  room  being  now  left  for  delaying  them  from  the 
want  of  a  minifter  upon  the  place:  but  the  trench 
faid  very  plainly,  it  was  a  matter  they  were  not  inftruft- 
ed  in  •,  which  the  allies  received  with  great  ftomach^ 
and  perpetual  complaints  to  us  the  mediators ;  all 
profefllng  they  were  refolved  not  to  proceed  in  the 
treaty,  without  carrying  on  the  interefts  of  that  duke, 
an  equal  pace  with  their  own. 

About  the  end  of  May,  arrived  the  pope's  Nuncio ; 
whereupon  the  Swedifh  and  Danifh  ambalfadors  refort- 
ed  immediately  to  us,  defining  to  know  how  we  intend- 
ed to  carry  ourfelves  in  what  regarded  that  minifter; 
profefllng  themfelves  to  be  much  in  pain,  being  on 
one  fide  very  much  prefled,  the  Swedes  by  the  French, 
and  the  Danes  by  the  Imperialifts  and  Spaniards,  to  the 
interchange  at  leaft  of  common  ceremonies  and  civili- 
ties with  a  minifter  for  whom  they  all  with  emulation 
profeflfed  fo  great  relpeft  and  deference  :  on   the  other 
fide,  the  Swedes  and  Danes  pretended  neither  to  have 
inftru6lion  f\ov  example  from  their  refpcftive  courts, 
to  determine  diem  in  this  matter ;  but  faid  they  were 
refolved  to  oblcrve  and  confider  the  fteps  that  (hould 
be  made  by  us.     We  cut  the  bufinefs  very  fliort,  and 
declared  to  them  our  refolution  to  have  no  fort  of  com- 
merce with  the  pope's  Nuncio,  either  in  the  affairs  of 
our  funftion,  or  in  matters  of  ceremony  ;  and  told 
them,  our  orders  from    court  were  fo  precife  in  this 
point,  that  they  would  admit  of  no   debate.      The 
next  day,  r^oiiiiLUir  Colbert   and  monfieur  D'Avaux 
came  formally  to  give  us  part  of  the  Nuncia's  arrival, 

and 
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.and  of  his  define  to  make  us  his  firft  fcompliments,  if 
he  might  know  they  would  be  received :  our  anfwer 
to  them  was  the  fame  we  had  made  to  the  Swedes  and 
Danes;  and,  foon  after,  all  the  minifters  of  proteft- 
ant  princes  at  Nimeguen  refolved  to  follow  our  exam- 
ple, and  to  have  no  commerce  at  all  with  the  Nun- 
cio. 

About  the  fame  time,  after  many  meflages  carried 
by  us  between  the  parties,  they  were  perfuaded  at  laft 
into  the  agreement  of  delivering  and  exchanging,  by 
our  hands,  their  anfwers  to  each  others  propontions  in  . 
writing,  dio*  without  pretending  to  purfue  that  me- 
thod in  the  fucceeding  paces  of  the  negotiation.  Nor 
was  there  need  of  that  caution,  for  this  I  take  to  have 
been  the  laft  pace  of  any  free  and  general  negotiation 
between  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war  and  in  the  trea- 
ty ;  nor  were  the  anfwers  any  thing  nearer  agreeing, 
riian  the  firft  propofitions. 

The  laft  day  of  May,  arrived  the  marquis  de  Bal- 
baces,  firft  ambaflador  from  Spain;  and,  about  the 
fame  time,  my  lord  Berkley  returned  into  England, 
where  he  langui/hed  out  the  reft  of  the  fummer,  and 
died. 

About   the  7th  of  June,  the   Dutch  ambafladors 
brought  us  the  projeft  of  a  treaty  between  them  and 
France,  digefted  and  extended  in  all  its  forms  and  ar- 
ticles -,  and  told  us  foon  after,  they  had,  in  a  confcr- 
OTCe  uix)n  it  with  the  French  ambafladors,  agreed  in 
a  manner  all  the  points  of  it ;  at  leaft,  that  there  re- 
mained but  two,  which  concerned  commerce  only,  un- 
determined between  them,    which  they  doubted  not 
would  be  agreed  likewile  upon  return  of  the  French 
difpatches  from  court :  that,  after  their  bufinefs  was 
ended,  they  would  perform  the  bcft  offices  they  could 
between  their  allies  and  the  French.  And  indeed,  by 
the  beginning  of  July,    all  points  were   accordingly 
agre  d  between  the  French  and  Dutch,  and  monfieur 
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Van  Beveming  began  to  play  the  part  of  Ibmething 
more  than  a  mediator ;  prefljng  on  his  allies  towards  a 
,  peace  with  paces  very  earneft  and  fomething  rough, 
and,  as  fome  believed,  more  than  he  had  onicr  Ibr 
,  from  his  matters,  who  yet  pretended  to  hold  hands 
with  their  allies.  But  monfieur  Van  Beverning  pro- 
fefled  to  believe,  that  their  friends  at  the  Hague  were 
impofed  upon  by  Van  Beuninghen  and  the  Spanifh  mi- 
niilers  at  London,  who  dill  animated  them  with  hopes 
of  the  king's  entering  into  the  war,  or  at  leaft  prefcrib- 
ing  a  plan  of  the  peace  to  be  received  by  ail  parties ; 
which  Van  Beverning  believed  neither  one  nor  the  other 
of,  and  pretended  to  be  morally  afTured  of  his  opini- 
on, and  thereupon  grounded  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a 
peace. 

In  this  month,  the  duke  of  Zell  began  to  make  a 
difikulty  of  fending  the  five  thoufand  men  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  the  allies,  without  fome  new  fl:ipulati©ns  •,  and 
the  P'rench  offered  a  guaranty  to  the  houfe  of  Lunen- 
burg of  aJl  their  conquefts  on  the  Swede  in  Bremen,  up- 
on a  neutrality  to  be  declared  by  thofe  dukes ;  which 
began  to  give  gr^at  umbrages. to  the  allies,   as  well  as 
.the  Swedes,  ot  fome  feparatc  meafures  like  to  be  con- 
ifjuded  between  Fra,nce  and  the  wJiole  houfe  of  Bninf- 
^  wick.     T-he  L'utch  an»bafladors  were  likewifc  in  pain, 
upon  new  intelligence;  both  from  Vienna  and  Madrid, 
i-  jsibout  a  fcpar^^e  peace  being  treated  bt^twcen  Don  Jclm 
..  and  the  French,  with  an  exchange  of  the  Spanifh  Ne- 
therlands for  what  Ihould  be  reftorcd  them  in  Rouflilion 
and  Sicily.;    The  minifters  of  the  confederates  made 
.,  great  inftances  in  Eiigland,  that  his  majefty  would  re- 
call hifl  troops  that  were  in  the  French  fervice,  attribu- 
ting moft  ot  their  fucceffes  in  Germany  to  die  bravery 
of  thofe  Englifh  regiments.     But  his  majefty  excufed 
it  upon  the  equality  of  a  Mediator,  fince  there  were 
-     Englifh  troops  of  greater  number  in. the  fervice  of  the 
allies  :  who  took  this  anfwer  however  for  an  ill  fign  of 
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Aat  profecution  which  they  hoped  from  his  majefty 
ibr  the  relief  of  their  languifhing  afiairs.  The  hopes 
of  chofe  great  a6tions  promifed  by  the  Imperialiils  tnis 
fummer  on  the  Rhine  began  to  flat,  their  troops  find^ 
ing  no  fiibfiftance  in  thofe  countries,  which  had  been 
wholly  dcfolated  by  the  French  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  to  prevent  their  march.  The  prince  of  Orange 
obferving  all  thefe  circumftances,  and  forefeeing  no  rt- 
fource  for  the  intereft  of  the  allies,  unlefs  from  hi*  ma-, 
jefty  •,  and  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  an  una^ive  fum- 
mer in  Flanders,  the  French  relolving  not  to  come  to  t 
battle,  and  he  not  able  to  forhn  a  fiege,  and  oppofe  9t 
French  army  that  (hould  come  to  relieve  it  -,  he  fcftt  mon- 
fieur  Bentinck  over  into  England  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  to  defire  his  majefty's  leave  that  he  might 
malce  a  journey  thither  fo  foon  as  the  campaign  ended. 
He  received  a  civil  anfwer  ;  but  with  wimes  from  the 
king^  that  he  Would  firft  think  of  making  the  peace^ 
and  rather  defer  his  journey  till  that  were  concluded* 

About  the  middie  of  June,  my  fon  came  over  to 
me  at  Nimeguen,  and  brought  me  letters  from  my 
k)rd  treafurer,  to  fignify  hi^  majefty's  pleafure  that  I 
(hould  come  over,  and  enter  upon  the  fecretary  of 
ftate's  office,  which  Mr.  Coventry  had  offered  his  ma- 
jefty to  lay  down  upon  the  payment  of  ten  thouiand 
podnds:  that  the  king  would  pay  half  the  money» 
and  I  muft  lay  down  the  reft  at  preient ;  though  hik 
lordfhip  did  not  doubt  but  the  king  would  find  the 
way  of  eafing  me  in  time  of  that  tod.  I  writ  imme- 
diately to  my  lord  treafurer  to  make  my  acknowledep<- 
ment  to  his  majefty ;  but  at  the  fame  time  my  excufes^ 
that  I  was  not  in  a  condition  to  lay  dbwn  fuch  a  fum, 
my  father  being  ftill  alive,  and  keeping  the  eftate  of 
the  family  5  and  defiring  that  the  king's  intention 
might  at  Icaft  be  refpited  till  he  faw  how  the  prefent 
treaty  was  like  to  determine.  In  return  of  my  letters, 
on  the  fecond  of  July,  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  king's 
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meflcngers,  being  fent  exprefs,  and  making  great  di- 
ligence, arrived  atNimeguen,  and  brought  me  his  ma- 
jefty's  commands  to  repair  immediately  over  in  a  yacht 
which  he  had  fent  on  purpole  for  me :  in  obedience  to 
tliis  command  I  left  Nimeguen,  but  without  any  cere- 
mony, pretending  only  a  I'udden  journey  to  England, 
but  faying  nothing  of  the  occafion,  further  than  to  my 
ncareft  friends. 

At  my  arrival,  the  king  afl^ed  me  many  queftions 
about  my  journey,  about  the  congrefs,  draping  us  for 
fpending  him  fo  much  money,  and  doing  nothing ; 
arid  about  Sir  Lionel,  afking  me  how  I  had  bred  him, 
and  how  he  paffed  among  the  ambafladors  there  ;  and 
other  pleafantries  upon  that  fubjed.  After  a  good  deal 
of  this  kind  of  converfation,  he  told  me,  I  knew  for 
what  he  had  fent  for  me  over,  and  that  it  was  what  he 
had  long  intended  -,  and  I  was  not  to  thank  him,  be- 
caufe  he  did  not  know  any  body  elfe  to  bring  into  that 
place.  I  told  his  majefty,  that  it  was  too  great  a  com- 
plin^ent  for  me,  but  was  a  very  ill  one  to  my  country, 
and  which  I  thought  it  did  not  deferve :  that  I  believ- 
ed there  were  a  great  many  in  it  fit  for  that,  or  any 
Other  place  he  had  to  give  j  and  I  could  name  two  in 
a  breath  that  I  would  undertake  fhould  make  better  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate  than  I.  The  king  faid,  '  Go,  gee  you 

*  gone  to  Sheen  ;  we  fhall  have  no  good  of  you  till  you 

*  have  been  thepe-,  and,  wh.en  you  have  refted  yourleJf, 
^  come  up  again.'  I  never  faw  him  in  better  humour, 
nor  ever  knew  a  more  agreeable  converfation  when  he 
was  fo;  and,  where  he  was  pleafed  to  be  familiar, 
great  quicknefs  of  conception;  great  pleafantnefs  of 
wit,  with  great  variety  of  knowledge,  more  obfcrva- 
tion  and  truer  judgment  of  men,  than  one  would  have 
imagined  by  lb  carelcfs  and  eafy  a  manner  as  was  na- 
tural to  him  in  all  he  faid  or  did.  From  his  own  tem- 
per, he  defired  nothing  but  to  be  eafy  himfclf,  and 
fhat  every  bpdy  elfe  fhould  be  fo  \  and  would  have  becq 
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glad  to  fee  the  leaft  of  his  fubjefts  pleafed,  and  to  re- 
tufe  no  man  what  he  afked.  But  this  foftnefs  of  tem-» 
per  made  liim  apt  to  fall  into  the  perfuafions  of  who- 
ever had  his  kindnefs  and  confidence  for  the  time,  how 
different  foevcr  from  the  opinions  he  was  of  before  ; 
and  he  was  very  eafy  to  change  hands,  when  thofe  he 
employed  feemed  to  have  engaged  him  in  any  difficul- 
ties :  \'o  as  nothing  looked  fleady  in  the  conduft  oi 
his  affairs,  nor  aimed  at  any  certain  end.  Yet  fure  no 
prince  has  more  qualities  to  make  him  loved,  with  a 
great  many  to  make  him  efteemed,  and  all  without  ^ 
grain  of  pride  or  vanity  in  his  whole  conftitution :  nof 
can  he  fuffer  flattery  in  any  kind,  growing  uneafy  upon 
the  firfl  approaches  of  it,  and  turning  it  off  to  fomething 
elfe.  But  this  humour  has  made  him  lofc  many  great; 
occafions  of  glory  to  himfelf,  and  greatnefs  to  his  crown, 
which  the  conjunftures  of  his  reign  confpired  to  put 
into  his  hand ;  and  have  made  way  for  the  afpiring 
thoughts  and  defigns  of  a  neighbour  prince,  which 
\^'buld  not  have  appeared,  or  could  not  have  fucceed- 
edm  the  world,  without  the  applications  and  arts  em- 
ployed to  manage  this  eafy  and  inglorious  humour  of 
the  king. 

I  flaid  two  days  at  Sheen,  in  which  time  fome  of. 
fepretary  Co^^entry*s  friends  had  prevailed  with  him  not 
to  part  with  his  place,  if  he  could  help  it,  unlefs  the 
king  would  let  him  recommend  the  perfon  to  fucceed 
him,  who  fhould  pay  all  the  money  he  expefted,  and 
which  the  king  had  charged  himfelf  with.     When  I 
came  to  town,  the  king  told  me  in  his  clofet  all  that . 
had  paffed  between  him  and  Mr.  Coventry  the  day  be; 
fore  upon  this  occafion  :  that  he  did  not  underftand 
what  he  meant,  nor  what  was  at  the  bottom  ;  for  h^, 
had  firil  fpoke  to  his  majefty  about  parting  with  his 
place,  faid  his  health  v/ould  not  go  through  with  it, 
made  the  price  he  expefted  for  it,  and  concluded  all 
J)efore  he  had  fent  for  me  over :  that  now  he  pretende4 
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.he  did  not  mean  to  quit  it,  unlels  he  might  pndent  one 
CO  fucceed  him ;  and  he  hoped  he  had  not  deferred 
.his  majefly  ihould  turn  him  out.  But  the  king  faid 
iq)onit,  that  under  favour,  he  was  refolvcd  to  take 
.him  at  his  word  *,  and  fo  he  had  told  him,  and  left 
Jikn  to  digeft  it  as  he  could.  Upon  this  t  reprefented 
.to  the  king,  how  old  and  mie  a  lervant  Mr.  Coventry 
had -been  of  his  father  and  him-,  how  well  he  had 
fcrved  him  in  this  place ;  how  well  he  was  able  to 
da  it  ftitt  by  the  great  credit  he  had  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  where  the  king's  gteat  bufinefs  lay  in  the 
ill  flate-^  his  revenue;  how  ill  fuch  a  treatment 
would  agree  with  his  majefly's  nature  and  cuftoms : 
and  for  my  own  part,  that  it  would.be  a  great  favour 
to  me  to  relpite  this  change,  till  he  faw  what  was  like 
CO  become  or  the  treaty,  or  the  war ;  and  therefore  I 
be^d  of  him  that  he  would  not  force  a  good  fecre- 
tary  out^  and  perhaps  an  ill  one  in,  againft  both  their 
wills ;  but  let  Mr.  Coventry  keep  it,  at  leaft  till  he 
ieemed  more  willing  to  part  with  it.  The  king  faid. 
Well  th^n,  he  would  let  it  alone  for  the  prefent,  but 
did  not  doubt,  in  a  little  time,  one  or  other  of  us 
would  change  our  mind. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  defign  of  my  journey  was 
•  known,  my  lord  Arlington  and  others  ftiil  afking  iiic 
rwhen  they  fhould  give  me  joy  of  it,  and  many  making 
applications  to  me  for  places  in  the  office,  which  made 
the  court  uneafier  to  me,  and  increafed  my  known  hu- 
mour of  loving  the  country^  and  being  as  much  in 
it  as  I  could.  However,  when  I  came  to  court,  the 
king  fell  often  into  converfation  with  me,  and  often 
in  his  clofet  alorte,  or  with  none  other  prefent  befides 
the  duke  or  my  lord  treadirer,  and  often  both.  The 
fubjeft  of  thefe  converfations  was  ufually  the  peace, 
and  the  prince  of  Orange's  journey  into  England.  The 
king  always  expreflbd  a  great  defire  for  the  firfl:,  but 
not  at  all  tor  the  other  till  that  was  concluded.     He 
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fetd,  his  parliament  would  never  be  quiet  nor  eafy  to 
him  while  the  war  laded  abroad :  they  had  got  it  in- 
to their  heads  to  draw  him  into  it,  whether  he  would  ■ 
or  no :  that  they  pretended  public  ends,  and  dangers 
from  France,  and  there  might  be  both  meant  by  a  great 
many  honeft  men  among  them ;  but  the  heats  and 
diftempers  of  late  had  been  railed  by  fome  faAious 
leaders,  who  thought  more  of  themfelves  than  of  any 
thing  elfe,  had  a  mind  to  engage  him  in  a  war,  and 
thea  leave  him  in  it,  unlefs  they  might  have  their  terms 
in  removing  and  filling  of  places  \  and  he  was  very 
loth  to  be  fo  much  at  their  mercy,  as  he  Ihould  be  lif 
he  were  once  engaged  in  the  war :  that,  befides^  he 
faw  the  longer  it  continued,  the  worfe  it  would  be  for 
the  confederates  -,  more  of  Flanders  wOuld  be  loft  eve- 
ry day ;  the  conduft  of  Spain  muft  certainly  ruin  all 
in  time  -,  and  therefore  he  would  fain  have  the  prince 
make  the  peace  for  them,  if  they  would  not  do  it  for 
themfelves :  that,  if  he  and  the  prince  could  fall  in- 
to the  terms  of  it,  he  was  fure  it  might  be  done.  And, 
after  feveral  difcourfes  upon  this  fubjeft  for  near  a 
month,  his  majefly  at  laft  told  me,  he  had  a  great 
mind  I  fhould  make  a  Ihort  turn  to  the  prince,  and 
try  if  I  could  perfuade  him  to  it ;  and  affure  him,  that, 
after  it  wa's  agreed,  he  fliould  be  the  gladdeft  in  the 
world  to  fee  him  in  England.     The  duke  and  my  lord 
treafurer  both  prefled  me  upon  the  fame  point;  but  I 
told  them,  at  a  long  conference  lipon  it,  how  often  I 
had  been  employed  upon  this  errand  to  the  prince, 
how  unmoveable  I  had  found  him,  and  how  fure  I  was 
to  find  him  fo  ftill,  unlefs  the  king  would  confider  of 
another  fcheme  for  the  peace  than  had  been  yet  pro- 
pofed  to  him,  and  wherein  he  might  reckon  upon  more 
fafety  to  Flanders,  as  Well  as  to  his  own  honour :  that 
I  had  Ipent  all  my  Ihot,  and  was  capable  of  faying  no 
more  to  him  than  I  had  done,  in  obedience  to  all  the 
iTiftrudtions  I  had  received :  that  his  anfwers  had  been 
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pofitive;  fo  that  fome  of  my  good  friends  at  court 
pretended  they  had  been  my  own  thoughts  rather  than 
the  prince's :    that  his  majefty  would  do  well  to  try 
another  hand,  and  he  would  the  better  know  the  prince's 
mind,  if  his  anfwers  were  the  fame  to  both ;  if  not, 
he  would  at  leaft  know  how  ill  I  had  ferved  him.     The 
king  faid,  it  was  a  thing  of  confidence  between  him 
and  the  prince,  and  muft  be  fo  treated,  and  he  knew 
no  body  he  had  befides  to  fend.     I  told  him,  if  he 
pleafed  1  would  name  one  :  he  bid  me ;  and  I  faid  Mr. 
Hide  was  idle  ever  fince  his  return  from  Nimeguen,  had 
been  entered  into  the  commiffion  of  the  mediators  there, 
ftaid  with  us  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  might  pretend 
to  return  thither  to  exercife  the  fame  funftion  in  my 
abfence,  fince  the  commiffion  run  to  any  two  of  the 
number,  and  might  take  the  prince  of  Orange's  camp 
in  his  way  to  Nimeguen,  perform  the  king's  commands 
'  to  his  highnefs,  inform  himfelf  of  his  laft  refolution 
bpon  theiubjeft  of  the  peace,  go  on  to  Nimeguen  with- 
out giving  any  jealoufy  to  the  allies,  or  without  the 
noife  that  my  going  would  make,  fince  Sir  Lionel  had 
writ  to  court  and  to  me,  that  monfieur  Van  Beverning 
had  defired  all  paces  fliouJd  flop  there  till  my  return, 
which  he  heard  would  be  fudden,  and  that  the  king 
would  fend  by  me  his  own  plan  of  the  peace.     The 
duke  fell  in  firft  to  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Hide's  go- 
ing ;  and,  after  fbme  debate,  the  king  and  my  lord 
treafurer,  and  that  it  fhould  be  as  foon  as  pofllblc. 
.He  was  fent  for  accordingly,  and  difpatched  away  in 
all  points  as  I  had  propofed.    He  found  the  prince  at 
the  camp,  but  unmoveable  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace 
upon  the  terms  his  majefly  had  thoughts  of  proceed- 
ing •,  gave  account  of  all  that  pafied  in  that  confer- 
ence to  the  king,  and  went  fl:raight  away  to  Nimeguen, 
and  writ  me  word  of  his  converfation  with  the  prince, 
^nd  that  he  never  faw  fuch  a  firmnefs  in  any  man. 
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1  knew  Mr.  Hide's  going  to  refide  at  Nimeguen 
would  be  of  great  comfort  and  fupport  to  Sir  Lionel, 
who  was  in  perpetual  agonies  (as  his  word  was)  after  he 
was  left  alone  in  that  ftation  ;  having  ever  fo  much 
diftruft  of  his  own  judgment,  that,  though  he  had 
the  greateft  defire  that  could  be  to  do  well,  yet  he  ma- 
ny times  could  not  refolve  how  to  go  about  it ;  and 
was  often  as  much  perplexed  about  the  little  punftilio's 
of  vifit  and  ceremony  that  were  left  to  bufy  that  em- 
bafly,  as  if  greater  affairs  had  ftill  attended  it.  Befides, 
he  lay  under  the  lafh  of  fecretary  Williamfon,  who, 
upon  old  grudges  between  them  at  Cologne,  never  fail- 
ed to  lay  hold  of  any  occafion  he  could  to  cenfurc  his' 
conduft,  and  expofe  it  at  the  foreign  committee,  where 
his  letters  were  read  to  his  majefty.  It  happened 
about  this  time,  that  the  Spanifli  ambafladors,  firil  ap- 
pearing in  public  upon  a  new  commiflion  to  all  three, 
gave  immediate  notice  of  it  to  the  Imperialifts,  who 
made  their  vifit  upon  it,  and  were  within  two  hours 
revifited  by  the  Spaniards.  After  which,  they  fent 
their  formal  notifications  to  all  the  other  ambafladors, 
and  to  the  mediators  in  the  firft  place.  Sir  Lionel  was 
in  pain,  having  orders  to  pretend  the  firft  rank  of  rc- 
foeft  before  the  Imperialifts  as  well  as  other  ambaf- 
ladors there  -,  and  not  to  yield,  if  it  came  in  compe- 
tition. He  had  likewife  another  order,  which  was, 
that  upon  matters  in  ceremony,*  doubtful,  and  not  ad- 
mitting the  delay  of  new  orders,  he  ftiould  confult  with 
the  other  ambafladors,  efpecially  French  and  Swedifti, 
who  ufed  to  carry  thofe  points  the  higheft,  and  govern 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  by  precedents  and  examples. 
He  confulted  both  thefe  ambafladors,  whether  he 
Ihould  vifit  the  Spaniards,  after  their  having  given  the 
firft  notice  to  the  Imperialifts  :  and  thty  concluded, 
that  he  fliould  firft  know  of  them,  whether  it  was  done 
in  form,  as  to  ambafladors  in  general;  or  whether  it 
was  upon  the  account  of  the  near  alliance  in  blood  be- 
2  tween 
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tween  thdc  two  houfes  of  Auftria:  that,  if  it  were 
the  firft,  he  ought  not  to  vifit  them,  as  having  put  a 
difrefped  upon  the  mediation,  and  diilinjguiihed  the 
Emperor  ^m  ail  tlie  otlier  crowned  lieacu,  who  bad 
yielded  the  precedence  wholly  to  tliem ;  which  they 
would  not  have  done,  if  the  Emperor  had  refufed  it. 
But,  if  the  Spaniards  affirmed  it  was  only  upon  the 
oearneis  of  blood  between  them,  none  of  the  other 
ambafladors  need  take  any  notice  of  it,  (ince  the  fame 
had  been  done  between  thofe  two  crowns  at  Munfter  up- 
on the  fame  fcore;    which  being  there  declared,  it 
SVC  no  offence  to  the  mediators,  though  they  were 
J  pq)e's  Nuncios,  with  whom  there  was  otherwife 
no  compedtion.     Sir  Lionel  was  fatisfied  by  the  Spani- 
ards (who  gave  it  him  in  writing)  that  the  vifits  were 
made  only  upon  the  fcore  of  kindred,  as  at  Munfter; 
and  thereupon  made  them  his  vilit,  and  received  theirs : 
fcr  which  he  was  fharply  reproved  by  fecretary  Willi- 
amfon's  letter  upon  it,  who  had  reprefented  it  to  the 
kix^  as  a  difobedience  to  a  poficive  order,  and  giving 
up  the  point  to  the  ImpcriaJifts.    But,  being  at  court 
fixin  after  thefe  difpatches,  I  endeavoured  tojuftify 
my  collcffue's  intentions  and  his  proceedings,  \>y  (hew- 
ing that  he  had  conformed  to  his  other  orders  of  con- 
futing the  other  ambafladors,  and  proceeding  accord- 
ing to  the  befl  precedent,  which  was  that  of  Munfter; 
and  that,  if  he  had  broken  with  the  Spaniards  upon 
this  point,  he  would  have  provoked  the  Imperialifts  to 
declare  their  refolution  of  not  yielding  to  the  media- 
tors, upon  which  the  other  ambafladors  would  recall 
the  concefllon  which  they  had  already  made  in  this  point, 
and  fo  hazard,  if  not  lofe,  the  pofleflion  his  majefly 
was  in,   of  the  firft  refpedt  given  to  his  mediation. 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fatisfy  his  majefly  and  his 
minifters,  and  to  obtain  orders  for  his  gracious  par- 
don to  be  fent  to  Sir  Lionel  (for  they  would  fuffer  it 
to  run  in  no  other  terms  •,)  for  which,  however,  the 

poor 
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poor  gentleman  noade  as  great  acknowledgments,  as  if 
nis  fault  bad  been^nuch  greater  and  worfe  meant.         > 

The  reft  oi  this  fummer  pafled  without  any  further  ^ 
paces  made  in  the  congrels  at  Nimeguen ;  where  the; 
meflages,  carried  and  returned  about  the  bufineis  of' 
Lorrain,  ferved  to  keep  the  mediators  in  ccHintenanoe^/^ 
and  no  more.     The  whole  body  of  the  allies  preifed' 
for  an  anfwer  from  the  French  to  that  duke's  preten*-* 
fions,  delivered  in  by  preGdent  Canon.     The  French^ 
after  their  former  exception  of  his  wanting  a  mimfter 
there,  rai&d  another  to  llave  off  thefe  inftances  of  the 
alUes,  and  declared  they  could  give  no  anfwer  abou(t 
Lorrain^  till  the  bilhop  of  Straft)urg*s  agents  were  re-  • 
ceived  by  the  allies  -,  upon  which  the  Emperor  made  an* 
invincible  difficulty,  declaring  he  would  never  treat 
with  a  vai&l  of  his  own :  and,  in  thefe  conferences* 
about  l^orrain,  the  French. ambafladors  began  to  infi«* 
nuate  to  the  mediators,  that  their  matter  never  intend- 
ed that  to  be  treated  as  a  principal,  but  only  as  an  ac- 
ceflary  to  the  treaty. 

In  Auguft  arrived  at  Nimeguen  the  bilhop  of  Gurck, 
chief  of  the  Imperial  embaffy ;  and  count  Antoine^ 
of  that  from  Denmark  :  the  firft  was  immediately  vi- 
lited  by  the  Spanifh  ambafiadors,  and  returned  it ;  af- 
ter which  he  fent  his  notifications  to  the  mediators,  and 
from  them  to  the  other  ambaffadors  -,  upon  which  na 
difficulty  was  made  by  them,  fince  the  bilhop  made 
the  fame  declaration  the  Spaniards  had  done  before  up* 
on  the  like  occafion,  that  the  firft  vifits,  paffing  be- 
tween the  minifters  of  the  two  houfcs  of  Auftria,  woe 
vifits  of  kindncfs  and  confanguinity,  and  not  of  cere- 
mony. But  count  Antoine  tell  into  endlefs  difficulti» 
upqn  bis  firft  arrival.  He  intended  to  have  fent  hi» 
firft  notification  to  the  mediators,  as  others  had  done ; 
but  the  Imperialifts,  having  notice  of  this  intention,  fens 
him  dire<3:  wordj  they  expefted  the  firft  refped  fhould 
be  given  the  Emperor ;  and  this  was  the  firft  time  thejf 
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owned  that  pretenfion,  in  prejudice  of  the  honour  hi- 
therto done  to  the  king's  mediation.  Count  Antoinc 
fent  monfieur  Heug,  his  collegue,  to  acquaint  the  me- 
diators with  this  incident,  and  defire  them  to  find  out 
Ibmc  expedient :  they  excufed  themfelvcs,  alledging 
their  pofitive  orders  to  expeft  the  firlV  notification  ; 
the  Danes  were  as  unwilling  to  difoblige  his  majefty 
as  the  Emperor ;  ^d  found  no  temper  in  this  matter 
alter  many  offered  both  by  French  and  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors ;  fo  that  count  Antoine  refolved  to  leave  it  un- 
decided, and  to  give  no  notiScations,  or  receive  or 
make  any  vifits,  but  however  afTifted  at  the  conferen- 
ces among  the  allies,  and  made  a  part  of  all  the  even- 
ing entertainments,  at  play  and  in  converfation,  in 
the  apartments  of  the  feveral  ambaffadrices ;  and 
this  courfe  he  obferved,  during  his  ftay  at  Nimeguen, 
which  was  (even  or  eight  months :  for  the  reft,  a  per- 
fon  very  much  efteemed  for.  his  generous  qualities,  and 
gentlemanly  humour  and  converfation,  and  yielding  to 
none  upon  the  place  in  the  greatnels  and  fplendour  of 
his  equipage;  wherein  the  marquis  de  Balbaces  and 
count  Antoine  feemed  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  from 
all  the  reft. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  prince  of  Orange  made 
an  attempt  upon  Charleroy,  rather  than  a  fiege.  This 
had  been  before  concerted  with  the  duke  of  Lorrain, 
who  made  a  mien  of  entering  into  Champagne,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  draw  off  the  French  forces  from  attending  the 
prince's  motions  and  defign  upon  Charleroy.  The 
prince  had  hopes  to  take  it  by  furprize  •,  but  found 
them  of  the  garrifon  upon  their  guard,  and  very  ftrong, 
as  well  as  the  place,  which  had  been  fortified  with  all 
the  force  of  art  and  expence  that  -could  be  employed 
upon  a  place  of  that  compafs.  He  fat  down  before  it, 
and  -would  have  befieged  it  in  form,  if  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  could  have  diverted  the  French  army  from  re- 
lieving it-,  but  monfieur  de  Louvois,  v.ith  great  dili-. 
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gence,  leaving  the  rnarfhal  de  Crequi  witli  force  enough 
to  face  that  duke,  aflemblcd  a  very  great  army  for 
the  relief  of  Charleroy  \  upon  approach  whereof,  the 
prince  called  a  council  of  war,  to  relblve  whether 
to  march  and  fight  the  French  army,  or  raife  the  fiegp. 
The  Jaft  was  rdblved,  upon  debate  at  the  council,  and 
accordingly  executed,  and  therewith  ended  this  camr 
paign  iii  Flanders.  But  this  march  and  retreat  of  the 
prince  paffed  not  without  manv  reflefUons,  not  only 
among  the  allies,  but  in  Holland  too,  as  if  he  had  g^- 
ven  over  the  defign  upon  fome  intelligences  and  ex- 
prefles  between  him  and  the  king  about  this  time. 
Monfieur  Bentinck  had  gone  over  and  returned  with- 
out any  body's  knowing  his  bufinefs  :  my  lord  Oijb- 
ry  ba{)pencd  to  arrive  in  the  camp,  the  day  before  th^ 
council  of  war  upon  which  the  fiege  was  raifedj 
which  made  many  think,  fomething  his  lordAip 
brought  from  England  was  the  occafion  of  it.  But  X 
could  never  find  there  was  any  thing  more  in  his  jour- 
ney  tlw)  the  hopes  of  feeing  a  battle  (which  was  ever 
a  particular  inclination  of  my  lord  Oflbry)  and  a  cail  of 
piy  lor^  Arlington  to  preierve  bimfelf  in  the  prince's  fa- 
vour and  confidence  as  mych  as  he  could,  by  my  lor4 
Oflfory's  keeping  clofe  to  him  at  a  time  when  he  faw 
the  bufioels  of  Chriftendom  roll  fo  much  upon  the  pe;rr 
foa  .of  the  priftce. 

About  this  tune,  the  aflembly  at  Nimeguen  {^^xti'^  . 
in  danger  of  being  broken  by  a  pafllonate  motion  the 
Swedes  x»ade  in  it.  There  had  been  a  long  conteft  fmcc 
it  firft  beg^,  between  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  abauf 
freedoi?  of  pa0age  for  the  Swedifh  couriers  throu^  the 
Danifh  territories,  fgr  managing  the  correfponcjencic^ 
Aeceflaiy  with  their  court.  The  Danes  pretended  the 
example  of  France,  who  refufed  the  fame  liberty  tj? 
the  Spwiiards.  This  difputc  had  been  managed  by  mar 
oy  meflages,  wherewith  the  mediators  had  been  chargr 
ed  between  the  parties^  wherein  the  allies  of  both  fic& 
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took  equal  part.  Sometimes  the  matter  had  been  treafied 
with  very  preffing  inftances,  and  fometimes  with  faint- 
er; fometimes  almoft  let  fall,  and  then  again  refumed  ^ 
and  thus  for  above  a  year  pad :  but,  about  this  time, 
the  Swedes  come  to  the  mediators,  defirc  their  offices 
once  more  to  the  Danes  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  declare, 
that,  without  this  liberty  in  fitted  upon  fo  long  for  their 
couriers,  they  find  themfelves  incapable  of  giving  ad- 
vices neccflary  to  their  court,  or  receiving  orders  nc- 
ceflary  from  it ;  and  that,  without  it,  they  mull  be 
forced  to  leave  the  aflcmbly.  This  refolution  of  the 
Swedes  continued  for  Ibme  time  fo  peremptory,  that  it 
was  expefted  to  come  to  that  iflue  -,  but  after  fome 
fougue  Ipent  for  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  up- 
on this  occafion,  and  fome  temperament  found  out  by 
the  Dutch  for  the  fccure  and  I'peedy  paffagp  of  all  the 
Swedifh  difpatchcs  by  Amfterdam,  thofe  ambafladors 
began  to  grow  foft  and  calm  again,  and  to  go  on 
their  ufual  pace.  Soon  after,  the  French  ambafla* 
dors,  who  had  treated  the  Swedifh  affairs  and  miniften 
with  great  indiffcrency  and  neglefb  in  this  treaty  (de- 
claring to  monfieur  Van  Beverning,  their  matter  would 
not  part  with  one  town  in  Flanders,  to  rettore  the  Swedes 
to  all  they  had  lott)  began  wholly  to  change  their  lan- 
guage, and  fay  upon  all  occafions,  that  France  could 
not  make  a  peace  without  the  full  fatisfa£tion  and  refti- 
tution  of  the  Swedes  -,  and  it  was  difcourfed,  that  the 
French  and  Swedes  had  entered  into  a  new  alliance  at 
Paris  to  this  purpole  :  and  (bme  believed,  it  was  by 
concert  between  them,  that  this  atteinte  was  given  by 
the  Swedes  to  the  congrefs ;  that  the  French  had  at  that 
time  a  mind  to  break  it,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
Spain  under  the  pope's  direftion,  and  at  Rome,  not 
knowing  to  what  meafures  his  majetty  might  be  in- 
duced upon  the  progrefs  of  the  French  conquetts,  and 
the  dittempers  raifed  in  his  parliament  upon  that  occa- 
fion.   But,  this  guft  blown  over,  all  was  becalmed  at 
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Nimeguen ;  fb  chat  monfieur  Olivecrans  left  that  plsctf 
about  the  end  of  Augufl,  upon  a  journey  to  Sweden. 

Till  this  time  the  motions  of  bunnefs  had  been  re^ 
bleed  in  the  aflembly  upon  a  general  expedation  thac 
Jie  king  was  fending  me  over  fuddenly  with  the  plan 
>f  a  peace  that  he  refolvcd  fhould  be  made,  and  to 
ivhich  it  was  not  doubted  but  all  parties  would  yield, 
Mrhatever  it  was  \  fo  great  a  regard  was  held,  on  all  fides, 
3f  his  majefty's  will  and  power.  But  a  greater  ftop 
nras  yet  given  to  all  further  paces  there  by  the  prince 
of  Orange's  journey  into  England,  about  the  end  of 
September  1677,  which  wholly  changed  the  fcene  of  this 
treaty,  and  for  the  prefent  carried  it  over  to  London, 
and  left  all  other  places  at  a  gaze  only,  and  in  expedta* 
cion  of  what  fhould  be  there  agitated  and  concluded^ 

CHAP.    III. 

TH  E  prince,  like  a  hafty  lover,  came  poft  from 
Harwich  to  New- market,  -where  the  court  then 
was,  as  a  feafon  and  place  of  country  fports.  My 
lord  Arlington  attended  his  highnefs  at  his  alighting, 
making  his  pretence  of  the  chief  confidence  with  him  1 
and  the  court  expe£bed  it  upon  his  alliance  and  jour-* 
Dies  into  Holland.  My  lord  treafurer  and  I  went  to- 
gether tp  wait  on  him,  but  met  him  upon  the  middle 
of  the  (lairs,  in  a  great  crowd,  coming  down  to  the 
Icing.  He  whifbered  to  us  both  together,  and  faid  to 
me,  that  he  muft  defire  me  to  anfwer  for  him  and  my 
lord  treafurer  one  to  another,  ib  as  they  might  from 
that  time  enter  both  into  bufinefs  and  converfation, 
as  if  they  had  been  of  a  longer  acquaintance  %  which 
was  a  wife  drain,  confidering  his  lordfliip's  credit  in 
court  at  that  time,  and  was  of  great  ufe  to  the  prince 
in  the  courfe  of  his  afi^airs  then  in  England ;  and  though 
it  muc^  fho<;ked  my  lord  Arlington  and  his  friends, 
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yet  it  could  not  be  wondered  at  by  fuch  as  knew  what 
had  pafled  of  late  between  the  prince  and  him,  widi 
whom  he  only  lived  in  common  rorms  during  his  ftay. 
He  was  very  kindly  received  by  the  king  and  the  duke, 
who  both  invited  him  often  into  difcour&s  of  bufincfs, 
which  they  wondered  to  fee  him  avoid  or  divert  indu- 
ftrioufly,  fo  as  the  king  bid  me  find  out  the  realbn  of  it. 
The  prince  told  me,  he  was  r^folved  to  ice  the  young 
princefs  before  he  entered  into  affairs;  and  to  proceed 
in  that,  before  the  other  of  the  peace.  The  king 
laughed  at  this  piece  of  nicety,  when  I  told  it  him  •, 
but  however,  to  humour  him  in  it,  faid  he  would  go 
fome  days  fooner  than  he  had  intended  from  New- 
market \  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  prince,  upon  his  arrival  in  town,  and  fight  of 
the  princefs,  was  fo  pleafed  with  her  perfon,  and  alTthofe 
figns  of  fuch  a  humour  as  had  been  defcribed  to  him 
upon  former  inquiries,  that  he  immediately  made  his 
fuit  to  the  king  and  the  duke  •,  which  was  very  well 
received  and  ai&nted  to,  but  with  this  condidon,  that 
the  terms  of  a  peace  abroad  might  be  firft  agreed  on 
between  them.  The  prince  ekcufed  hlmfelf,  and  laid 
he  muft  end  his  ti^rft  bufinefs  before  he  began  the  other. 
The  king  and  duke  were  both  pofitivc  in  their  opi- 
nion ;  and  the  prince  refolute  in  his  -,  and  faid  at  \m^ 
that  his  allies,  who  were  like  to  have  hard  terms  of  the 
peace  as  things  then  flxxxl,  would  be  apt  to  believe 
that  he  had  made  this  match  at  their  coft,  and,  for  his 
part,  he  would  never  fell  his  honour  for  a  wife.     This 
prevailed  not,  but  the  king  continued  fo  poTirive  for 
three  or  four  days,  that  my  lord  treafurer  and  I  be- 
gan to  doubt  the  whole  bufinefs  wxhiM  break  upon  Ais 
pundtilio.     About  that  time  t  chanced  to  go  to  the 
prince  after  fupper,  and  found  him  in  the  worft  hu- 
mour that  I  ever  faw  him  :  he  told  me,  he  repented 
he  had  ever  come  into  England,  and  refolved  he  would 
ftay  but  two  days  longer,  and  then  be  gone,  if  th« 

king 
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king  continued  in  his  mind  oF  treacing  upon  the  peace 
before  he  was  married  ^  but  that,  before  he  went,  the 
king  muft  chufe  how  they  (hould  live  hereafter,  for  he 
was  fure  it  muft  be  either  like  the  .greateft  friends,  or 
the  greateft  enemies  ;  and  defired  me  to  let  his  maje- 
fty  know  fo  next  morning,  and  give  him  an  account  of 
what  he  Ihould  fay  upon  it.  I  did  fo,  early  in  the 
morning  -,  told  the  king  all  the  prince  had  faid  to  me 
the  night  before,  and  the  ill  confcquenccs  of  a  breach 
between  them,  confidering  the  ill  humour  of  fo  many 
of  his  fubjefts  upon  our  late  meafures  with  France,  and 
the  inviutions  made  the  prince  by  feveral  of  them, 
during  the  late  wan  The  king  heard  me  with  great 
attention ;  and,  when  I  had  done,  faid,  *  Well,  I  never 

*  yet  was  deceived  in  judging  of  a  man's  honefty  by  his 

*  looks  (of  which  he  gave  me  fome  examples)  and,  if  I 

*  am  not  deceived  in  the  prince's  face,  he  is  the  ho- 

*  nefteft  man  in  the  world,  and  I  will  truft  him,  and  he 

*  fliall  have  his  wife,  and  you  Ihall  go  immediately  and 

*  tell  my  brother  fo,  and  that  it  is  a  thing  I  am  refolved 
on.'  I  did  fo,  and  the  duke  at  firft  feemcd  a  little  fur- 
prifed ;  but,  when  I  had  done,  he  faid,  *  The  king  fhaH 
^  be  obeyed,  and  I  would  be  glad  all  his  fubjedb  would 

*  learn  of  me  to  obey  him :  I  do  t<?n  him  my  opinion 

*  very  freely  upon  any  thing  -,   but  when  that  is  done, 

*  and  I  know  his  pleafure  upon  it,  I  obey  him.'  From 
xht  duke  I  went  to  the  prince,  and  told  him  my  ftory, 
which  he  could  at  firft  hardly  believe,  but  embraced 
jmc,  and  (aid  I  had  made  him  a  very  happy  man,  and 
very  uncxpeftedly  :  ^and  fo  I  left  him  to  give  the  king 
an  account  of  what  had  paffcd,  and  in  the  prince? 
anti-chamber  met  my  lord  treafiirer,  and  told  him 
the  ftbry,  who  undertook  to  adjgft  all  the  reft  bet^TeeA 
the  king  and  the  fwince ;  which  he  did  fo  well,  that 
•the  match  was  declared  that  evening  at  the  committee, 
before  any  other  in  court  knew  any  thing  of  it  -,  and 
next  day  it  was  declared  in  councU,  and  received  there 
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and  every  where  elfe  in  the  kingdom,  with  the  moft 
iinivcrfaljoy  that  ever  1  law  anything  in  the  king's 
reign.     The  French  ambaflador  and  my  lord  Arling- 
ton appeared  the  only  two  perlbns  unfatisfied  upon  it  at 
courts  the  firit  not  knowing  how  he  fhould  anlwer  it 
to  his  mailer,  that  an  affair  of  that  importance  Ihould 
pafs  without  his  communication,  much  klg  advice.  in_ 
a  courc  where  nothing  before  had  done  fo  for  ma^ 
ny  years  -,  and  my  lord  Arlington,  that  it  fhould  pafa. 
without  his  knowledge,  who  ftill  endeavoured  to  keep 
up  the  court-opinion  of  his  confidence  with  the  prince^ 
who  told  me   the  compliment  his  lordfhip  had  made 
him  upon  it,  that  feme  things  good  in  thenifelves  were 
rpoiled  by  the  manner  of  doing  them,  as  fome  things 
bad  were  mended  by  it ;  but  he  would  confefs  this  was 
a  thing  fo  good  in  itfelfj  that  the  manner  of  doing  it 
could  not  fpoil  it. 

Within  two  or  three  days  the  marriage  was  confum* 
mated,  and  immediately  after,  they  fell  into  the  de- 
bates upon  the  terms  of  the  peace  \  to  which,  as  tX^ 
that  of  the  match,  none  but  my  lord  treafurer  and 
I  were  admitted.  The  prince  infilled  hard  upon  the 
ftrength  and  enlargement  of  a  frontier  on  both  fides 
of  Flanders;  without  which,  France,  he  faid,  would 
end  this  war  with  the  view  of  beginning  another,  and 
carrying  Flanders  in  one  campaign.  The  king  was 
content  to  leave  that  bufmefs  a  little  loofer  j  upon  the 
confidence  that  France  was  fo  weary  of  this  war,  that, 
if  they  could  get  out  of  it  with  honour,  they  would 
never  begin  another  in  this  reign;  that  the  king  grew 
paft  his  youth,  and  lazy,  and  would  turn  to  the  plea*^ 
fures  of  the  court,  and  building,  and  leave  his  neigh* 
hours  in  quiet.  The  prince  thought  France  would  not 
make  a  peace  now,  but  to  break  the  prefent  confede- 
racy, and  to  begin  another  war  with  more  advantage 
and  furprize,  that  their  ambition  would  lever  end 
Ull  they  had  all  Flanders  and  Germany  to  the  Khinc,  and 

thereby 
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tiiefeby  Holland  in  an  abiblute  dependence  upon  them ; 
which  would  leave  them  in  an  ill  condition,  and  us  in 
no  good  one;  and  that  Chriftendom  could  not  be  left 
lafc  by  the  peace,  without  fuch  a  frontier  as  he  pro* 
pofed  tor  Flanders,  and  the  reftitution  of  Lorrain,  as 
well  as  what  the  Emperor  had  loft  in  Alface.  Upon 
diis  I  told  the  king,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  I 
had  never  obferved  men's  natures  to  alter  by  age  or  for- 
tunes ;  but  that  a  good  boy  made  a  good  man ;  and  a 
young  coxcomb,  an  old  fool ;  and  a  young  fripon, 
an  old  knave  \  and  that  quiet  fpirics  were  ib,  young 
as  well  as  old,  and  unquiet  ones  would  be  fo,  old  as 
well  as  young  :  that  I  believed  the  king  of  France 
would  always  have  fome  bent  or  other,  fometimes  war, 
ibmetimes  love,  fometimes  building ;  but  that  I  was 
of  the  prince's  opinion,  that  he  would  make  peace  with 
a  defign  of  a  new  war,  after  he  had  fixed  his  conqueft 
by  the  laft :  and  the  king  approved  what  I  faid.  The 
points  of  Lorrain  and  Alface  were  eafily  agreed  to  by 
the  king  and  duke  \  but  they  would  pot  hear  df  the 
county  of  Burgundy,  as  what  France  could  never  be 
brought  to,  though  the  prince  infifted  much  upon  it ; 
fo  as  the  king  imagined  he  was  touched  by  the  intercft 
of  his  own  lands  in  that  country  (which  are  greater 
and  more  feigneurial  than  thofe  of  the  crown  ot  Spain, 
cfaere^  and  thereupon  told  him,  that  for  his  lands  he 
would  charge  hinifelf  with  either  his  enjoying  them  as 
iafely  under  France,  as  Spain ;  or,  if  he  (hould  rather 
chufe  to  part  with  them,  than  have  that  dependance, 
he  would  undertake  to  get  him  what  price  he  fhould 
himfelf  value  them  at.  But  the  prince  anfwered  briflc- 
\y  and  generoufly,  that  he  (hould  not  trouble  himfelf 
nor  the  peace  about  that  matter  -,  and  that  he  would 
be  content  to  lofe  all  his  lands  there,  to  get  one  good 
town  more  for  the  Spaniards,  upon  the  frontier  of  Flan- 
ders. So  all  difficulties  began  to  terminate  upon  what 
was  efteemed  neceflary  there.   This  admitted  great  de- 
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bates  between  the  king  and  prince  $  one  pretending 
France  would  never  be  brought  to  one  icheme ;  and  the 
Other,  that  Spain  would  never  confent  to  the  other.  But 
at  lad  it  was  agreed,  that  the  peace  fhould  be  made 
upon  thefe  terms :  All  to  be  reltored  by  France  to  the 
Empire  and  Emperor  that  had  been  taken  in  the  war  » 
the  duchy  of  Lorrain  to  that  duke  *,  and  all  on  both 
fides  between  France  and  Holland ;  and  to  Spain  die 
towns  of  Aeth,  Charleroy,  Oudenarde,  Courtniy,  Tour- 
nay,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  St.  Ghiflain,  and  Binch.  That 
the  prince  fliould  endeavour  to  procure  the  confent  of 
Spain,  and  his  majefty  that  of  France  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  fhould  fend  fome  perfon  immediately  over  with 
the  propofition,  who  fhould  be  inflruAed  to  enter  in- 
to no  reafonings  upon  it,  but  demand  a  pofitive  anfwer 
in  two  days,  and  after  that  term  immediately  return. 
The  c[ueftionwas.  Who  fhould  go?  and  my  lord  trea- 
furer  laid,  It  mufl  be  he  or  I,  tor  none  elfe  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  debate  of  this  bufmefs.  The  prince 
laid.  It  muft  be  I,  for  my  lord  treafurer  could  net 
be  Ipsffcd  \  and  it  muft  be  fonie  perfon  upon  whofe 
judgment  and  truth  he  could  rely,  as  to  the  intentions 
of  that  court.     The  king  ordered  me  to   be  ready  in 
two  days,  which  I  was  -,  and  the  evening  before  I  was 
to  go,  meeting  his  majefty  in  the  park,  he  called  me 
to  him,  and  a  little  cut  of  countenance,  told  me,  he 
had  been  thinking  of  my  journey  and  my  errand,  and 
how  unwelcome  I  fhould  be  in  France  as  well  as  my 
t^nfTage;  and,  having  a  mind  to  gain  the  peace,  he  v;a$ 
unwilling  to  anger  them  more  than  needs.     Befides, 
the  thing  being  not  to  be  reafoned  or  debated,  any 
body  elfe  would  fervc  the  tum  as  well  as  I,  whom,  he 
had  other  ufe  of;  and  therefore  lie  had  been  thinking 
to  fend  fome  other  perfon.     I  faw  he  doubted  I  would 
take  it  ill ;  but  told  him^  and  very  truh%  he  would  do 
me  thc-^reateft  pleafurc  in  the  world  •,  tor  I  never  had 
kfs  mind  to  any  journey  in  my  lite,  and  fhould  not 

have 
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htVc  accepted  it,  but  in  pcrfe<a  obedience.  The  king, 
that  was  the  gentkft  prince  in  the  world  of  his  own 
nature,  fell  into  good  humour  upon  feeing  I  took  ic 
not  ill,  pretended  to  think  whom  he  Ihould  fend,  and 
at  iaft  aflccd  me  what  I  thought  of  my  lord  Duras  ? 
I  faid«  Very  weU ;  upon  which  he  feemed  to  refolve  it. 
But  die  thing  had  been  agreed  in  the  morning,  as  I 
was  told,  upon  the  duke's  defire,  who  thought  France 
wovkl  accept  the  terms,  and  that  the  peace  would  be 
Hade,  and  had  a  mind  to  have  the  honour  of  it»  by  fend- 
ing a  fervant  of  his  own.  Whether  there  were  any  other 
motive,  I  know  not  \  but  my  lord  Duras  went  inh- 
mediately  with  the  orders  before-mentioned;  and,  fome 
few  days  after,  the  prince  and  princefs  embarked  for 
Holland  -,  where  tSixvs  prefled  his  return  beyond 
the  hopes  of  my  lord  Duras's  from  France ;  the  king 
affiiring  him,  he  would  never  part  trom  the  leail  poinc 
«f  the  fcheme  fcnt  over,  and  would  cnt^r  into  the  war 
againft  France,  if  they  refufed  it.  However,  he  went 
noc  away  without  a  great  mortification,  to  fee  die  par« 
liament  prorogued  to  next  fpring  •,  which  the  French 
amba{rador  had  gained  of  the  king,  to  make  up  foam 
good  mien  with  France  after  the  prince's  marriage* 
and  before  the  difpatch  of  the  terms  of  a  peace  to  that 
court. 

Upon  my  lord  Duras's  arrival  at  Paris,  the  court 
thiere  were  furprifed,  both  at  the  thing,  and  more  at  the 
manner ;  but  made  good  mien  upon  it,  took  it  gent* 
ly,  faid,  the  king  knew  very  well  he  might  always  be 
mailer  of  the  peace ;  but  fome  of  the  towns  in  Flan- 
dcn  feemed  very  hard,  efpecially  Toumay,  upon  whofe 
fortifications  fuch  vaft  treafures  had  been  expended; 
and  that  they  would  take  fome  (hort  dme  to  confider 
of  the  anfwer.  My  lord  Duras  told  them,  he  was 
tied  to  two  days  (^ ;  but,  when  that  was  out,  he 
was  prevailed  with  to  (by  fome  few  days  longer,  and 
to  come  aWay  without  a  pofitive  anfwer:  what  he 
2  brought 
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brought  was,  what  they  had  faid  to  him  before,  diac 
the  mod  chriftian  king  hoped  his  brother  would  not 
break  with  him  upon  one  or  two  towns ;  but,  even 
upon  them  too,  he  would  fend  orders  to  his  ambafia- 
dor  at  London  to  treat  with  his  majefty  himfelf.  By 
this  gain  of  time,  and  artificial  drawing  it  into  treaty 
without  any  pofitive  refufal,  this  blow  came  to  be 
eluded,  which  could  not  eafily  have  been  {o  any  other 
way.  The  king  was  (bftened  by  the  foftnels  of  France : 
the  ambaflador  faid  at  laft,  he  had  leave  to  yield  all 
but  Toumay,  and  to  treat  even  for  fome  equivalent  for 
that  too,  if  the  king  infilled  abfolutely  upon  it.  The 
prince  was  gone,  who  had  fpirited  the  vigour  of  the 
whole  refolution ;  and  the  treaty  of  it  began  to  draw 
out  into  meflages  and  returns  from  France, 

However,  the  ill  humour  of  people  growing  higher, 
upon  the  noife  of  a  peace,  and  negotiated  in  France, 
and  the  late  prorogation  of  parliament,  this  was  by 
proclamation  anticipated  foon  after  my  lord  Duras's 
return,  though  a  thing  fomething  unufual,  and  a  coun- 
tenance made  as  if  the  king  refoTved  to  enter  into  the 
war:  for  which  the  pariiament  feemed  impatient, 
whenever  the  king  fcemed  averfe  to  it ;  but  grew  jea- 
lous of  fome  tricks,  whenever  the  court  fecmed  in- 
clined to  it.  About  the*end  of  December  1677,  the 
king  lent  for  me  to  the  foreign  committee,  and  told 
me,  he  could  get  no  pofitive  anfwer  from  France,  and 
therefore  refolved  to  lend  me  into  Holland,  to  make  a 
league  there  with  the  States,  for  forcing  both  France 
and  Spain,  if  either  retufed,  to  make  the  peace  upon 
the  terms  he  had  propofed.  I  told  the  king,  what  he 
had  agreed  was  to  enter  into  the  war  with  all  the  con- 
federates, in  cafe  of  no  direft  and  immediate  anfwer 
from  France  :  that  this,  perhaps,  would  fatisfy  both 
the  prince  and  confederates  abroad,  and  the  people  at 
home  :  but  to  make  fuch  a  league  with  Holland  only 
would  fatisfy  none  of  them,  and  difoblige  both  France 

and 
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ihd  Spain ;  betides,  it  would  not  have  an  effed  or 
force  as  the  triple-alliance  had ;  that  being  a  great  ori- 
ginal, of  which  this  feemed  but  an  ill  copy ;  and  there*- 
fore  excufed  myfelf  from  going.  The  kmg  was  fet  up- 
on it,  though  I  pretended  domeftic  affairs  of  great  im- 
t)ortance  upon  the  death  of  my  father  :  and  pleaded  fa 
nard,  that  the  duke  at  laft  defired  the  king  not  to  prels 
me  upon  a  thing  I  was  fo  averie  from,  and  would  be 
fo  inconvenient  to  me ;  and  defired  I  might  propofe 
who  fhould  be  fent  with  the  treaty.  1  made  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  duke  for  his  favour,  and  pro* 
pofed,  that  Mr.  Thynn  fhould  be  fent  from  the  office 
with  a  draught  of  the  treaty  to  Mr.  Hide,  who  was 
then  come  from  Nimeguen  to  the  Hague,  upon  a  vifit  to 
the  princefs.  This  was  done,  and  the  treaty  figncd 
there  on  the  fixceenth  of  January,  though  not  wimout 
great  difficulties  and  diflfatisfadion  of  the  prince ;  who 
was  yet  covered  in  it  by  the  private  confent  of  the  Spa- 
nifli  minifter  there,  in  behalf  of  his  mafter;  fo  as  the 
war  could  not  break  but  upon  France,  in  cafe  of  their 
refiifal. 

In  the  mean  time,  France  draws  out  the  treaty  upon 
the  terms  at  London  into  length,  never  raifing  more 
than  one  difficulty  at  a  time,  and  expoftularing  the  un« 
kindnels  of  breaking  for  the  fingle  town  of  1  ournay, 
though  that  was  indeed  more  important  than  any  three 
of  the  others,  being  the  only  ftrong  one  to  guard  that 
fide  of  the  frontier,  and  giving  way  for  any  fudden  in- 
vafion  upon  Ghent,  and  Antwerp,  and  the  very  heart  of 
the  country.  But,  while  this  game  was  playing  in  Eng- 
land, they  had  another  on  foot  in  Holland,  elbecially 
at  Amfterdam,  by  raifing  jealoufies  of  the  mealures  ta- 
ken between  the  king  and  prince  upon  the  marriage, 
as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  Holland  -,  and  making 
it  there  believed,  that,  by  the  match,  the  king  and 
duke  had  drawn  over  the  prince  wholly  into  their  in- 
ferefts  or  fenriments :  whereas  the  prince  went  away 
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pofleflcd  to  have  by  ic  drawn  them  indeed  in€o  his. 
They  propofed  to  the  Dutch  other  terms  of  peace«  far 
ihort  of  the  king's,  and  lefs  iofe  for  Fiaaders,  rdtor- 
ing  only  fix  towns  to  the  Spaniarda,  and  mendoning 
Lorrain  but  ambiguoufly ;  wnich  would  not  hare  gone 
down  in  Holland,  but  for  the  fufpicions  raifcd  by  the 
prince's  marriage  among  the  people  there,  wha  had  an 
incurable  iealoufy  of  our  coun,  and  thereupon  nor 
ihat  confiaence  of  the  prince  that  he  defervecL 

There  were  two  ruKng  burgomaflers  at  Amfteidanfi 
at  this  time,  who  had  the  whole  (way  of  that  town, 
(as  this  has  a  great  one  in  Holland)  Hoen:  and  Valkcnicr-, 
the  firft,  a  generous,  honeft  man ;  of  great  patrimo- 
nial riches,  learning,  wit,  humour,  without  ambition, 
having  always  retufed  all  employments  the  ftate  had 
ofiercd  him,  and  ferving  only  in  that  of  burgomaftor 
of  his  town  in  hb  turn,  and  as  Utde  bufy  in  it  as  he 
oould;  a  true  genius,  and  that  faid  cwo  things  to  nae 
in  converfadon  I  had  not  heard  before :  one.  That  a 
man,  who  were  to  die  to-morrow  in  torment,  would 
yet  enjoy  to-day,  if  he  vf  etc  fain  [found] ;  and  that  it 
was  fome  difeafe  or  decay  of  fpirits  that  hindfered  it : 
the  other,  That  a  man  was  a  coyon  [a  forry  wight]  who 
defired  to  live  after  threefcore ;  and  that  for  his  part, 
after  that  age,  which  he  was  then  approaching,  he 
flioiild  be  glad  of  the  firft  good  occafion  to  die :  and 
this  he  made  good,  dying  with  ncgle6b  upon  a  fit  ot' 
the  gout,  talking  with  his  friends  till  he  was  juft  fpent, 
then  fending  them  away  that  he  might  not  die  in  their 
fight ;  and,  when  he  found  himfclf  come  a  little  again, 
iending  for  them  up,  and  telling  them,  qu'fi  y  ofimt 
encore  four  une  demy  beure  de  converfaiion  [that  he  had 
life  ftill  for  one  half  hour's  convcrfation.]  This  was 
the  charafter  of  monfieur  Hoeft,  who  was  a  great  in- 
timate of  mine,  though  he  paffcd  for  a  humorous 
man ;  and  told  me,  I  was  the  only  ambaffador  he 
had  ever  vifited  in  his  life.     He  had  all  the  credit  that 

could 
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could  be  in  his  town,  without  ieekmg,  or  minding, 
or  ufing  it  \  whereas  Valkenier  fought  and  courted  it 
all  that  could  be,  without  having  half  the  other's,  be* 
ing  a  morofe  and  formal  man,  but  of  great  indvuQry, 
much  thought,  and,  as  was  believed,  avarice,  and  mak* 
ing  the  tumi  cafily  that  were  neceffary  in  the  govern^ 
ment  to  carry  his  ends.  Theie  two  had  long  been 
enemies,  and  thought  irreconcileable,  ti^l  the  French  in^ 
ftruments  at  this  time,  with  great  art  and  induflry, 
made  up  the  quaitel,  and  joined  them  both  in  the  de* 
fign  of  making  the  peace  upon  the  terms  offered  by 
France. 

The  parliament  meets  in  January  by  anticipation  of 
the  fefllon,  which  (eemed  to  import  fomething  of  great 
coniequence.  The  king  acquaints  them  with  the 
league  he  had  made  in  Holland,  and  aiks  them  money 
upon  it  for  putting  himfelf  in  a  pofture  to  carry  oa 
^the  war  if  the  peace  failed  ^  which  the  parliament  gave 
him,  upon  the  hopes  of  the  war,  and  not  of  the  peaoei. 
The  conftitution  of  this  parliament,  that  had  fat  firren- 
teen  years,  was  grown  into  two  known  fa<ftions,  whick 
were  called,  that  of  court  and  country :  the  court* 
party  wefre  grown  numerous,  by  a  pradice  introduced 
by  my  lord  Clifford,  of  downright  buying  off  one  maa 
iwer  another,  as  they  could  make  the  bargain.  The 
tountry  party  was  fon^thing  greater  yet  in  nunjbcr, 
tad  kq)t  in  more  credit  upon  the  corruption  of  others, 
luid  their  own  pretence  of  (l)eadinefs  to  the  true  int^iefl: 
pf  the  nation,  efpecially  in  the  points  of  France  and 
^KJpery.  Where  thefe  came  in  oueftion,  many  of  the 
tourt-party  voted  with  thofe  of  the  country,  who  then 
4caiTicd  all  before  them ;  but  whenever  the  court  (GODr- 
<jd  to  fall  in  with  the  true  interefts  of  the  nation,  elp&- 
dally  in  tlwtfe  two  points,  then  many  of  tiie  country^* 
I^Uty,  meMing  fairly,  fell  in  with  the  court,  and  car- 
ried die  votes ;  as  they  now  did,  upon  the  king's  pr&- 

tenoe 
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tence  to  grow  bold  with  France,  and  to  itiblve  upon 
the  war  it  the  peace  were  refilled. 

InOftober,  Friburg  had  been  taken  fay  a  feint  of  the 
duke  of  Crequi,  before  the  duke  of  Lorrain  could  come 
to  relieve  it ;  and  in  the  fame  month  6tetin  had  been 
taken  by  the  eleAor  of  Brandenburg,  after  a  vigorous 
refiitance ;  which  left  the  fcales  as  even  as  they  were  be- 
fore between  the  two  Leagues. 

In  January,  upon  the  delays  of  France  to  agree  to 
the  king's  conditions  of  a  peace,  his  majefly  entered 
into  a  n^otiation  with  the  minifters  of  die  confede- 
rates at  London,  in  cafe  France  went  on  to  refufe  them. 
But  the  hopes  of  a  peace  were  on  a  fudden  daihed  by 
the  French  attempts  upon  Ypres,  and  threats  of  Oilena, 
whither  the  king  immediately  fends  forces  over,  at  the 
delire  of  the  Spanilh  ambaflador,  for  fecurity  of  that 
important  place.  Nor  did  the  French  amballaidor  icem 
fo  relent  at  all  this  pace  of  his  majefty,  but  continued 
his  court  and  treaty  with  all  the  faimeis  that  could  be. 

Towards  the  end  of  February,  the  king  of  France 
marching  in  the  head  of  his  army,  and  carrying  the 
queen  and  ladies  to  Metz,  feemed  to  threaten  Lux- 
embourg, or  Namur,  or  Mons ;  but,  having  drawn  the 
Spanilh  forces  that  way,  on  a  fudden  crolies  the  coun- 
try, fits  down  before  Ghent,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
month  takes  both  that  town  and  Ypres,  and  thereby 
^ves  a  mighty  alarm  to  Holland,  and  Ibengthens  the 
credit  and  endeavours  of  thofe  he  had  already  difpofed 
to  his  terms  of  a  peace,  as  grown  now  abfolutely  nccef- 
fary ;  while  England  feemed  refolved  to  go  into  the 
war,  or  at  leaft  furnifhed  the  confederates  with  many 
fuch  hopes.  About  the  ift  of  April,  France  made  a 
public  declaration  of  the  terms  upon  which  they  were 
refolved  to  make  the  peace  •,  which,  tho'  jgry  different 
from  thofe  agreed  between  his  majefty  ^iid  Holland, 
and  more  from  the  pretenfions  of  the  allies,  yet  having, 
as  to  what  concerned  Spain  and  Holland,  been  firft  pri- 
vately 
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vately  agreed  with  fome  leaders  of  the  principal  towns^ 
proved  indeed  the  plan  of  the  peace  both  for  Holland, 
and  all  the  other  confederates  engaged  in  the  war. 
And  here  the  French  began  that  imperious  way  of 
treating,  which  they  afterwards  purfued  in  the  whole 
negotiation  of  the  enfuing  peace ;  declaring  fuch  and  fuch 
were  the  conditions  they  would  admit,  and  no  other,  and 
upon  which  their  enemies  might  choofe  either  peace  or 
war,  as  they  pleafed,  and  to  which  France  pretended  not 
to  be  tied  longer  than  to  the  loth  of  May,  after  which 
they  would  be  at  liberty  to  change  or  reflrain  them  as 
they  fliould  think  fit. 

About  this  time,  I  happened  to  be  with  my  lord  trca- 
furer  one  evening  in  his  clofet  when  a  packet  came  to 
him  firom  Mr.  Montague  ambaflfador  at  Paris,  giving 
him  an  account  of  a  large  conference  monfieur  de  Lou- 
voishad  lately  had  with  him,  by  the  king  his  mailer's  or- 
der i  wherein  he  reprefented  the  meafurcs  they  had  already 
taken  for  a  peace  in  Holland  upon  the  French  terms : 
that,  fince  they  were  agreed  there,  they  hoped  his  ma- 
jcfty  would  not  be  againft  it :  that,  however,  France 
had  ordered  him  to  make  his  majefly  the  offer  of  a 
great  fum  of  money  for  his  confent,  though  to  a  thing 
already  accepted  by  Holland,  and  wherein  his  majefty 
was  confequendy  not  concerned :  that  monfieur  de 
Louvois  defired  the  ambafiador  to  write  this  immediate- 
ly to  the  lord  treafurer,  and  to  offer  him  a  very  confider- 
able  fum  for  himfelf,  that  (hould  be  lent  over  in  money, 
jewels,  or  by  bills,  as  he  fhould  chufe  :  and  Mr.  Mon- 
tague added,  that  it  was  defired  this  affair  (hould  be 
treated  only  between  them  two,  and  not  communica- 
ted to  either  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate.  My  lord 
treafurer  read  the  letter  to  me  ;  and  I  faid,  *  Well,  my 
*  lord,  what  do  you  fay  to  the  oflTer  ?*  He  anfwered. 
That  he  thought  it  was  the  fame  thing,  as  if  it  (hould 
be  made  to  the  king,  to  have  Windfor  put  into  the 
French  hands,  and  fo  he  (hould  treat  it ;  and  that  we 
I  had 
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had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  on  with  our  tnaty  with  the 
confederates.  This  his  lordfhip  and  I  were  charged 
with,  and  had  brought  near  a  conclufioo,  when  let- 
ters came  from  Mr.  Hide,  with  repidentations  made 
him,  from  the  PenGoner  at  the  Hague,  of  the  difpoiuions 
in  Holland  running  violently  into  a  peace,  ana  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  he  thought  there  was  of  concluding  it, 
upon  the  taking  of  Ghent,  and  danger  of  Antwerp, 
which  was  then  threatened,  and  the  lo(s  whereof  would 
be  fo  fatal  to  the  trade  of  Holland,  especially  Ainllerdam. 
Hereupon  Mr.  Godolphin  was  difpatched  immediately 
into  Holland,  to  bring  the  laft  and  fureft  account  hie 
could  get  of  the  itfolutions  there  upon  this  affair,  and 
return  with  the  greateft  fpeed  he  could.  He  did 
fo,  and  brought  the  fame  account  of  all  diipoHtions 
which  Mr.  Hide  had  given  \  and,  in  theprocds  of  our 
treaty  with  the  confederates,  nK>nfieur  Van  Bcuninghen, 
when  he  came  to  the  point,  was  forced  tx)  coofelsy  that 
he  had  00  powers  to  conclude,  without  firft  commu- 
nicadng  to  the  States,  which  muft  draw  into  length  and 
uncertainty. 

About  this  tioie,  the  French  ambafiador  began  to 
change  his  language,  who  had  ever  before  pretended 
that  his  majefty  ihould  be  always  arbiter  of  the  peace  \ 
but  now  afliiring  that  his  xn^atx  had  agreed  with  HoU 
land,  he  &emed  to  wonder  and  expoifailate,  why  die 
king  Ihould  pretend  to  obtain  better  terms  for  the  Spa- 
niards,  tlian  their  allies  the  Dutch  were  content  with. 

I  was  then  preffed  by  the  king  and  lord  treafurer, 
to  go  into  Holland  to  know  their  final  refolutions,  wh&- 
ther  they  would  yet  go  on  with  the  war  in  caie  his  mar 
jefty  ihould  go  into  it  ?  But  I  excufed  myfeif,  know- 
ing the  Dutch  were  too  much  prefied,  by  fo  near  ap- 
proaches of  France,  to  declare  themfelves  upon  a  relervc 
of.  the  king's;  and  faid.  If  his  majefty  rdblved  to  go 
that  way,  he  mult  firfi:  take  his  meafuxes  with  the  par- 
liament lor  the  war,  and  then  fend  them  word  in  Hol- 
land 
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Ind,  he  was  ready  to  declare  it  in  cafe  they  would  pur-r 
file  it :  and,  upon  this  meflage,  I  knew  the  Dutch  fo 
well,  as  to  believe  they  would  do  it,  and  keep  clofe  to 
thdr  late  alliance  with  his  majefty.  This  the  king  was 
unwilling  to  do ;  but  polled  Mr.  Godolphin  again  into 
Holland  about  the  middle  of  April,  to  know  their  final 
refolutions,  and  prorogued  the  parliament  for  fourteen 
days. 

During  thefe  negptiadons,  and  fince  the  money  gi- 
ven by  the  parliament,  and  in  fix  weeks  time,  the  king 
had  raifed  an  army  of  about  twenty  thoufand  men,  the 
oompleteft,  and  in  all  appearance  tne  braveft  troops  that 
could  be  any  where  feen ;  and  might  have  raifed  many 
more  upon  fb  great  a  concurrence  of  the  people's  hu^ 
mour  with  his  majefly's  feeming  defign  of  entering  in- 
toa  war  againft  France :  and  it  was  confefied  by  all  the 
fmeign  minifters,  that  no  king  in  Chriftendom  coulc^ 
have  made  and  completed  fuch  a  levy  as  this  appeared 
in  fuch  a  time. 

My  lord  treafurer,  upon  the  20th,  came  to  me, 
and  ajQured  me  of  the  king's  refolution  being  at  length 
fixed  to  CO  into  the  war  ;  and  defired  me  to  prepare 
wlutt  the  king  was  to  fay  to  the  parliament  upon  this 
oocafion  \  which  I  did.  When  I  carried  it  to  my  lord 
treaiurer,  I  met  there  letters  from  Mr.  Hide  and  Mn 
Godolphin,  that  Holland  abfolutely  defired  the  peace, 
even- upon  the  terms  propofed  by  France  j  and  had  re- 
Iblved  to  fend  monfieur  Van  Lewcn  over  hither,  to  dif- 
pofe  the  king  to  be  contented  with  them.  Htf  arrived, 
and  the  king  fent  me  immediately  to  him  to  know  his 
errand.  He  was  the  chief  of  the  town  of  Leyden,  and 
had  joined  with  Amflerdam,  Haerlem,  Delft,  and  fom^ 
othm,  in  promoting  the  peace,  even  upon  the  French 
conditions ;  but  being  a  man  of  great  honour  and 
worth,  and  having  done  it  \lpon  the  fufpicion  that  Eng* 
land  was  ftill  at  bottom  in  with  France,  and  that  all  the 
reft  was  but  grimace  s  the  prince  had  pxpcyred  him  to 
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be  lent  over^  on  purpofe  tx)  facisfy  himfelf  (and  thereby' 
his  complices  for  the  peace)  that  the  king's  intentions 
were  determined  to  enter  into  the  war,  which  his  high- 
nei3  thought  the  only  means  to  prevent  the  peace. 

When  I  came  to  monfieur  Van  Lewen,.  he  told  me 
fi^ly,  that  it  was  the  mod  againft  their  hearts  in  Hol- 
land that  could  be,  to  make  a  peace  upon-terms  fb  low 
and  unfafe  for  Flanders ;  and  that,  if  the  king  had  gone 
into  war,,  as  was  promiftd,  upon  France  delaying  or 
refuting  to  accept  his  fcheme,  they  would  certainly 
have  continued  it :  but  his  majefty*s  proceedings  look-* 
cd  ever  fmce  fo.  uncertain  or  unrefolved,  that  it  had 
nii&d  jealoufies  in  Holland  of  our  meafures  being  at 
bottom  fiwd  and  cloie  with  France ;  which  made  moft 
of  the  towns  ia  Holland  think  they  had  nothing  elfe  left 
to. do,  but  ta  go  in  with  them  too  as  faft  as  they  could, 
andjCbe  approach  of  the  French  army  to  Antweip  left 
tltam  now.  no  time  to  deliberate ;  yet  he  pn^died  to 
me  in  private,  that  if  the  king  would  immediately  de- 
c|aie  the  war^  he  believed  the  States  would  ftill  go  on 
with  it,  in  purfuit  of  their  alliance,  and  the  terms 
t^r^  contained. 

i\niiide  this  report  to  the  king,  who  leemed  po- 
f^ye  to  declare  the  war,  in  cafe  the  parliament  advded: 
hnn,.  and  promifed  to  fupport  it ;  when  an  unluckly 

pp^rifh  vote,  moved  by  Sir  T C in  fpite  to  my 

lord  jreafurer,  paflled  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
(lo  money  fhould  be  given,  till  fatisfadion  was  received 
in  martyrs  of  religion.  This  left  all  fo  loofe  and  fo  lame, 
that  the  king  was  in  a  rage,  reproached  me  with  my  po- 
pid.ar  notions,  as  he  turned  them ;  and  afked  me  when. 
Of  how,  I  thought  he  could  trufl  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  carry  him  through  tlie  war,  if  he  ftiould  engage  in 
it?  And  I  had  not  much  indeed  to  lay,  conlidering 
the  temper  and  faftions  of  the  houfe ;  noi  could  I  well 
clear  it  to  myfelf,  by  my  obfervation,  whether  the 
king  was  firmly  refolved  to  enter  into  the  war  j  or,  if 

he 
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he  did,  whetlier  the*  houfe  of  commons  would  have 
fupporced  him  in  it,  or  turned  it  only  to  ruin  th^  mr- 
nifters  by  the  king's  neceffities.  'Tis  certain,  no  vote 
could  ever  have  pafled  more  unhappily,  nor  in  fuch  3 
counter-ieafon,  nor  more  crofs  to  the  humour  of  the 
houfe,  which  feemed  generally  bent  upon  engaging  his 
majefty  in  the  war ;  and  the  perfon  that  moved  it  was," 
I' believe,  himfelf  as  much  of  that  mind  as  any  of  the 
reft ;  but  having,  fince  the  lofs  of  his  employment  at 
court,'  ever  afted  a  part  of  great  animofity  in  oppofi-' 
tion  to  the  prefent  miniftry,  in  whofe  hands  foever  it 
was ;-  this  private  ill  humour  carried  him  contrary  ta 
his  public  intentions,  as  it  did  many  more  in  the  houfe,- 
who  pretended  to  be  very  willing  to  fupply  the  Icin^ 
upon  occafion  of  the  war,  or  even  of  his  debts,  but  that 
they  would  not  do  it  during  my  lord  treafurer*s  mi^ 
nilhy.  In  ffiort,  there  was  fuch  a  fetal  and  mutuaP 
diftruft  both  in  the  court  and  parliament,  as  it  was* 
very  hard  to  fall  into  any  found  meafures  between  themV 
The  king,  aft  laft,  now  faw  he  had  loft  his  time  of  en- 
tmng  into  the  war,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  it ;  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  done  it  (upon  my  lord  Duras's  re- 
turn, and)  v/ith  the  whole  confederacy.  And  my  lord' 
EJBfek  told  me,  I  had  been  a  prophet,  in  refufing  to  go 
into  Holland  to  make  that  alliance,  which  had,  as  F 
(aid,  pleafed  none  at  home  or  abroad,  and  had  now' 
loft  all  our  meafures  in  Holland,  and  turned  theirs  up- 
on France. 

But  the  turn  that  the  king  gave  all  this  was,  that, 
fince  the  Dutch  would  have  -a  peace  upon  the  French 
terms,  and  France  offered  money  for  his  confent  to 
what  he  could  not  help,  he  did  not  know  why  he  fhould 
not  get  the  money  •,  and  thereupon  ordered  me  to  treat 
upon  it  with  the  French  ambaflador,  who  had  orders 
to  that  purpofe.  I  would  have  cxcufed  myfelf -,  but 
he  laid,  I  could  not  help  feeing  him,  for  he  would  be 
with  me  at  my  houfe  by  fe\'cn  next  morning  :  he  ac- 
F  f  2  cordingly 
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cordingly  came,  and  I  told  him  very  truly,  I  had  been 
ill  in  the  night,  and  could  not  enter  into  bufineis. 
The  ambaflador  was  much  difappointed,  and  jxdfed 
me  all  he  could ;  but  I  defended  myfelf  upon  my  ill- 
nefs  till  at  length  he  left  me  without  entering  upon 
any  thing.  When  I  got  up,  I  went  immediately  to 
Sheen,  writ  to  my  lord  treafurer  by  my  wife,  May 
the  tenth,  1678,  how  much  1  was  unfatisfied  with  be- 
ing put  upon  fuch  a  treaty  with  the  French  ambafla- 
dor, that  belonged  not  at  all  to  my  poft,  and  which 
they  knew  I  thought  diihonourable  to  the  king ;  and 
thereupon  I  offered  to  refign  to  his  majefty  both  my 
cmbafly  at  Nimeguen,  and  promifc  of  fecrctary  of  ftate's 

Slace,  to  be  diipofed  of  by  his  majefty  as  he  pleafed. 
ly  lord  treafurer  fent  me  word,  the  king  forced  no 
man  upon  what  he  had  no  mind  to  *,  but  it  I  reiblved 
this  (hould  be  faid  to  him,  I  muft  do  it  myielf,  or  by 
fbme  other,  for  he  would  not  make  my  court  fo  ill  as 
to  fay  it  for  me  \  and  fb  it  refted,  and  I  continued  at 
*  Sheen,  without  ftirrins  till  the  kii^  fent  for  me. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  the  beginning  of  May,  the 
iU  humour  of  the  houfe  of  commons  began  to  break 
out  by  feveral  difcourles  and  votes  againft  the  mini* 
fters  and  their  condud ;  which  increafed  the  ill  OfH* 
nion  his  majefty  had  conceived  of  their  intentions  in 
prefling  him  to  enter  upon  a  war.  Yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  this,  he  had  (as  I  was  told  by  a  good  hand) 
conceived  fuch  an  indignation  at  one  article  of  the  pri- 
vate treaty  propofed  by  monlieur  Barillon,  that  he  faid 
he  would  never  forget  it  while  he  lived ;  and  though 
he  faid  nothing  to  me  of  his  refentment,  yet  he  fecm- 
ed  at  this  time  more  refolved  to  enter  into  the  war, 
than  I  had  ever  before  feen  or  thought  him. 

Monfieur  de  Ruvigny,  the  fon,  was  difpatched  into 
France  to  know  the  laft  intentions  of  that  court  up- 
on the  terms  of  the  peace  propofed  by  his  majefty, 
but  brought  no  anfwer  clear  or  pofitive  •,  fo  as  lus 
I  majefty 
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majefty  went  on  to  complete  his  levies,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  war:  but.  May  the  eleventh,  the  houfe  of 
commons  pafled  another  negative  upon  the  debate  of 
money;  which  fo  offended  the  king,  that  he  pro- 
rogued them  for  ten  days,  believing  in  that  time  his  in- 
tentions to  enter  into  the  war  would  appear  fo  clear  as 
to  fatisfy  the  houfe,  and  put  them  in  better  humoun 
Moniieur  Van  Lewen,  diftafted  with  thefe  delays,  and 
the  counterpaces  between  king  and  parliament,  begins 
to  difcourfe  boldly  of  the  neceffity  his  mailers  found 
to  make  the  peace  as  they  could,  fince  there  was  no 
relying  upon  any  meafurcs  with  England  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  the  feafon  was  too  Ux  advanced  to  acf 
mit  any  lon^r  delays.  Upon  thefe  dilcourfes  from 
him^  his  majefty  began  to  cool  his  talk  of  a  war,  and 
to  fay,  the  peace  muft  be  left  to  the  courfe  which  Hol- 
land had  given  it :  and  though,  upon  May  the  twenty- 
third,  the  parliament  met,  and  feemed  in  much  better 
temper  than  they  parted,  yet  news  coming  about  the 
feme  time  that  monfieur  Van  Beverning  was  fent  by  the 
States  to  the  French  court  at  Ghent,  to  pnopofe  a  cef- 
fittion  of  arms  for  fix  weeks,  in  order  to  negotiate  and 
agree  the  terms  of  the  peace  in  that  time,  the  aflFair 
began  now  to  be  looked  upon,  both  in  court  and  par- 
Kament,  as  a  thing  concluded,  or  at  lead  as  like  to  re- 
ceive no  other  motion  than  what  Ihould  be  given  it  by 
Holland  and  France.  And  indeed,  the  difpofitions  were 
fo  inclined  to  it  on  both  fides,  that  the  terms  were  foon 
adjufted  between  them.  Thefe  articles  having  been  fo 
public,  I  (hall  not  trouble  myfelf  to  infert  them,  but 
only  fay,  they  feemed  fo  hard,  both  to  Spain,  and  to 
the  northern  princes,  who  had  made  great  conqueik 
upon  the  Swedes,  that  they  all  declared  they  would  ne- 
ver accept  them  ;  and  when  the  French  ambafladors  at 
Nimeguen  defired  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  to  carry  them  to 
the  confederates,  he  refufed  to  do  it,  or  to  have  part  in 
a  treaty  or  conditions  of  peace,  fo  different  from  what 
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the  king  his  mailer  had  propo&d,  and  what  b6th  his 
majefly  and  Holland  had  obliged  themfelves  to  purfiie 
by  their  late  treaty  at  the  Hague. 

About  this  time,  France,  by  aconduft  very  fi^rprifing, 
having  fent  monfieur  de  la  jFeuiUade  to  JMeflina,  with  a 
common  expedation  of  re-inforcing  the  war  in  Sidly, 
fliewed  the  intention  was  very  different,  and  of  a  fud- 
den  ordered  all  their  forces  to  abandon  that  ifland>  with 
whom  many  Meffincfes  returned,  fearing  the  vengeance 
of  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  they  were  now  expoicd : 
and  this  was  the  only  important  fervice  done  that  crown 
by  all  his  majefly's  intentions  or  preparations  to  afiift 
them ;  for  no  man  doubted,  that  the  ab^doning  of 
Sicily  was  wholly  owing  to  the  apprehenfions  in  France 
of  a  war  with  England,  which  they  thought  would 
give  them  but  too  much  occalion  for  employing  of  their 
forces.  And  indeed  the  eyes  and  hopes  of  all  the  con- 
federates were  now  turned  fo  wholly  upon  England  for 
.  any  refource  in  their  affairs,  after  Holland  had  deiert- 
ed  them  (as  they  thought)  by  fuch  precipitate  terms  of 
a  peace,  that  many  of  the  chief  minifters  at  Nimeguen 
kit  that  place,  as  of  no  more  ufe  to  the  treaty  it  was 
defigned  for,  and  went  into  England,  where  they  thought 
the  whole  fcene  of  that  affair  then  lay  ;  among  whom 
was  count  Antoine  the  Danifh  ambafTador,  and  foon 
after,  monfieur  Olivecrans  the  Swedilh,  with  the 
cledtor  of  Brandenburg's  envoy,  and  feveral  others. 

However,  the  negotiation  continued  there,  between 
the  French  ambaffadors  and  monfieur  Van  Beverning, 
till  he  was  fent  to  the  French  camp ;  where  he  conclu- 
ded the  terms  of  the  peace  towards  the  end  of  June, 
and  a  cefTation  from  all  hoftilities  in  Flanders  for  fix 
weeks,  which  was  given  to  the  Dutch,  to  endeavour 
the  Spaniards  entering  into  the  peace  upon  tlie  terms 
they  had  propofed  for  them.  And,  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  negotiation,  France  feemed  to  have  no  regards, 
jbiut  for  Holland  ^  apd  for  them  fo  much,  tliat  the  moft 
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dirfflianking  allured  the  States,  that  though  Smin 
fhould  not  agree,  yet  he  had  fuch  a  care  of  their  latii^ 
faftion,  diat  he  would  alwap  provide  fuch  a  barrier  in 
Flanders  fhould  be  left,  as  they  thought  neceflary  fbr 
their  fafety ;  and  that  after  the  peace  fhould  be  ^ad^ 
and  the  ancient  amity  reftored,  he  would  be  ready 
to  enter  into  fuch  engagements  and  meafures  with 
diem,  as  Ihould  for  ever  fecure  their  repofe  and  their 
liberty. 

Tlus  was  by  all  interpreted  an  invidious  word,  putiti 
on  purpofe  to  cajole  the  enemies  of  the  prince,  who 
ever  pretended  the  fufeicions  of  his  afFefting  moifc 
authority  than  they  deured-,  and  thereby  kept  upi 
^pular  party  in  the  State,  die  chief  of  whom  had  i*eh 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  prefent  peace.  And  in^fici 
the  prince  was  not  at  all  referved  in  the  endeavours  of 
tj^fing  it,  but  ufed  all  that  was  poflible  and  agree- 
roic  to  the  forms  of  the  State :  yet  all  in  vain,  llhie 
humour  having  Ipread  fo  far,  at  firft  in  Holland,  and 
firotn  thence  into  the  other  provinces,  that  it  was  x^ 
loi^ger  to  be  oppofed  or  diverted  by  the  prince. 

In  the  mean  time,  England  was  grown  pretty  indfif- 
fcrcnt  in  the  matter  of  the  peace,  and  Spain  feemed  well 
inclined  to  accept  their  part  of  it :  but  the  Emperor, 
die  king  of  Denmark,  and  ekftor  of  Brandenburg  fell 
into  the  higheft  declarations  and  reproaches  againft  die 
States,  that  could  be  well  invented ;  ripping  up  all 
they  had  ventured  and  fuffered  in  a  war  they  had  be- 
gun only  for  the  prefervation  of  Holland  ;  how  they 
were  now  abandoned  by  tl"kcm,  in  pretending  to  coit- 
cludc  imperious  and  arbitrary  terms  of  a  peace  upon 
them  without  their  confent :  that  they  were  willing  to 
treat  with  France,  and  make  a  peace  upon  any  fafe  and 
reafbnable  conditions  •,  but  would  never  endure  to  have 
them  impofed  as  from  a  conqueror  -,  and  would  ven- 
ture all,  rather  than  accept  them,  efpecially  thofe  for  the 
duke  of  Lorrain,  whofe  cafe  was  the  worft  treated, 
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though  the  mod  favoured  in  appearance  by  all  the  CM« 
federates,  and  the  leaft  contefted  by  France. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  ftorms  from  their  allies^ 
the  Dutch  were  little  moved,  and  held  on  their  courfe, 
having  fmall  regard  to  the  fadsfadtion  of  any,  befides 
Spain,  in  what  concerned  the  lafety  of  Flanders  5  and 
the  necefnties  of  that  crown  made  them  eafy,  though 
as  little  contented  as  the  reft :  fo  as  the  peace  was  up- 
on the  point  of  figning  by  French  and  Dutch  ambsu* 
iadors,  when  an  unexpected  incident  fell  in,  which 
had  like  to  have  overturned  this  whole  fabric,  and  to 
have  renewed  the  war  with  greater  heats,  and  more 
equal  forces,  by  engaging  England  to  a  (hare  of  it  in 
favour  of  the  confederates,  which  they  had  been  long 
pradifing  without  fucceis,  and  now  without  hopes. 

In  the  conditions,  which  Holland  had  made  for  the 
French  reftoring  the  fix  towns  in  Flanders  to  Spain, 
there  was  no  particular  mention  made  of  the  time  of 
that  reftitution  \  the  Dutch  underftanding,  as  well  as 
the  Spaniards,  that  it  was  to  be  upon  the  ratifications 
of  the  peace  with  Spain  and  Holland,  whether  any  of 
the  other  allies  on  each  fide  were  included  or  no.  But, 
when  the  Dutch  treaty  was  near  figning,  the  marquis 
de  Balbaces  either  found  or  made  fome  occafion  of  en* 
quiring  more  particularly  of  the  French  intentions  up- 
on this  point.  The  French  ambafladors  made  no  dif- 
ficulty of  declaring,  that  the  king,  their  mafter,  be- 
ing obliged  to  fee  an  entire  reftitution  made  to  the 
Swedes  of  all  they  had  loft  in  the  war,  could  not  eva- 
cuate the  towns  in  Flanders,  till  thofe  to  the  Swedes 
were  likewife  reftored  ;  and  that  this  detention  of  places 
was  the  only  means  to  induce  the  princes  of  the  North 
to  accept  of  the  peace. 

Monfieur  Van  Beverning  gave' account  to  his  mafters 
of  this  new  pretence,  and  the  States  ordered  him  to 
let  the  French  ambafladors  know,  he  could  not  fign 
the  peace  without  the  reftitution  of  the  places  in  Flan- 
ders 
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s  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  French 
bafladors  were  firm  on  the  other  fide,  and  faid, 
ir  orders  were  pofitive  to  infift  upon  the  reftitution 
Sweden.  The  Sutes  hereupon  fent  to  monfieur  Van 
wen,  to  acquaint  his  majefty  with  this  unexpedted  in- 
ent,  and  to  know  his  opinion  and  refolution  upon  a 
nt  of  fo  great  moment  to  the  peace  of  Chriflendom 
the  one  fide,  and  to  the  fafety  of  Flanders  on  the 
cr.  The  king  was  difficult  attfirft  to  believe  it; 
:  lending  to  the  French  ambafiSdor  at  London  to 
3w  the  truth  of  it,  ahd  finding  him  own  his  mailer's 
aition  not  to  evacuate  the  towns  till  the  general 
ice  was  concluded,  and  Sweden  fadsfied,  he  was 
ii  furprifed  and  angry  at  this  proceeding  of  France  ; 
1  next  morning  fent  for  me  to  the  foreign  commit* 
9  and  there  declared  his  refoludon  of  fendii^  me 
mediately  into  Holland,  with  commifiion  to  fisn  a 
aty  with  the  States,  by  which  they  fhould  be  oblig- 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  his  majefty  to  enter  into 
in  cafe  France  fliould  not  confent,  within  a  certain 
ie  limited,  to  evacuate  the  towns.     The  duke  fell 

0  this  counfel  with  great  warmth,  and  faid  at  the 
aunittee.  That  it  was  plain  by  this  pace,  that  France 
s  not  fincere  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace ;  that  they 
ned  at  the  univerfal  monarchy ;  and  that  none  but 

1  majefty  could  hinder  them  from  it,  in  the  pofture 
It  Chriftendom  ftood.  AH  the  lords  of  the  commit- 
!  agreed,  with  fo  general  a  concurrence,  that  it  was 
rd  to  imagine  this  fhould  not  prove  a  fteady  refolu- 
Mkj  bow  little  foever  we  had  been  given  to  any  fuch. 
is  majefty  took  the  pains  to  prcfs  Van  Lewen  to  go 
rr  with  me,  to  perfuade  the  States  of  the  fincerity 
d  conftancy  of  his  refolution  to  purfue  this  meafure 
ch  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and  took  upon  him- 
f  to  excufe  to  the  States,  his  mafters,  the  making 
is  journey  without  their  confent. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  difpatch,  Mr.  Godolphin,  who  had  been: 
fo  lately  in  Holland,  told  me,  that,  if  I  brought  tl^c 
States  to  the  treaty  his  majefty  propoled  upon  this 
occafion,  he  would  move  the  parliament  to  nave  my 
ftatue  fet  up ;  the  fuccefs  whereof  may  ddervc  a  fur- 
ther remark  in  its  due  place. 

Monfieur  Van  Lewen  and  I  went  over  in  July  1678, 
in  two  feveral  yachts  \  but  met  foon  at  the  Hague, 
where,  upon  my.firft  conference  with  the  commif- 
fipners  of  fecret  afl[airs,one  of  them  made  me  the  hand- 
fomeft  Dutch  compliment  I  had  met  with.  That  they 
cfteemed  my  coming  into  Holland,  like  that  of  the  fwal- 
low,  which  brought  fair  weather  always  with  it. 

The  prince  received  me  with  the  greateft  joy  in  the 
world ;  hoping  by  my  errand,  and  the  fuccefs  of-  it, 
either  to  continue  the  war,  or  recover  fuch  conditions 
of  peace  for  his  allies,  as  had  been  wrefted  out  of  his 
hands  by  force  of  a  faSion  begun  at  Amfterdam,  and 
Ipread  fince  into  the  reft  of  the  provinces. 

To  make  way  for  this  negotiation,  I  concerted  with 
monfieur  Van  Lewen  to  dine  at  his  country-houfe,  with 
monfieur  Hoeft  of  Amfterdam,  Van  Tielt  of  Haerlem, 
Patz  of  Rotterdam,  and  two  or  three  more  of  thechief 
burgomafters  who  had  promoted  the  peace,  or  rather 
precipitated  it,  upon  the  French  conditions.  After 
dinner,  we  entered  into  long  conferences,  in  which 
monfieur  Van  Lewen  aflured  them  with  great  confi- 
dence of  the  king's  fincerity  in  the  refolutions  he  had 
taken,  and  feconded  very  efFeAually  all  I  had  to  fay 
upon  that  fubjeft ;  which  had  the  more  credit  from 
one  who  had  gone  as  far  as  any  of  them  in  purfuit  and 
acceptance  of  the  peace. 

The  prince  was  impatient  to  know  what  had  paffcd 
in  this  meeting,  which  made  me  go  to  him  that  even- 
ing ;  and  I  told  him,  that  I  was  verj^  confident  to  have 
found,    that  monfKur  Patz  was  incurable,    and  not* 
otherwife  to  be  dcait  with  •,  but  that  all  the  reft  were 

good 
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od  and  well  meaning  perfons  to  their  country,  ab- 
xl  firft  by  jealoufies  of  his  Higbneis's  match  in  £ng- 
id,  by  apprehenfions  of  our  court  being  whoUy  in 
t  meafures  of  France,  and  by  the  plaufibie  offers  of 
ance  towards  fuch  a  peace  as  chey  could  defire  for 
imfdves:  that  they  were  fomediing  enlightened  by 
:  laterefuial  of  delivering  up  the  Spanifh  towns  till 
:  fadsfa&ion  of  Sweden  ;  and  would,  I  doubted  not, 
aken  their  ieveral  towns,  fb  as  to  make  them  re- 
ve  favourably  his  majefty's  propofidon  upon  this 
DJun6hire.  It  happened  accordingly;  formonfieur 
cieft  propofing  at  Amfterdam  to  make  a  trial  and 
lenient  of  the  fincerity  of  France  upon  the  whc^pro- 
:wig  of  the  peace,  by  their  evacuating  die  %)anilh 
WDSy  and  without  it  to  continue  the  war,  he  carried 
\  point  there,  in  fpite  of  Valkenier ;  and  the  fame 
Sowed  in  all  the  reft  of  the  towns  5  fo  that,  when 
yi  into  this  negotiation,  I  concluded  the  treaty  in 
:  days ;  by  which  France  was  obliged  to  declare 
diin  fourteen  after  the  date  thereof,  that  they  would 
acuate  the  Spanilh  towns  •,  or,  in  cafe  of  their  refti- 
,  Holland  was  engaged  to  go  on  with  the  war,  and 
Inland  immediately  to  declare  it  againft  France,  in 
njunction  with  Holland  and  the  reft  of  the  confe- 
rates. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  what  a  new  life  this  gave 
the  authority  and  fortunes  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
bo  was  now  owned  by  the  States  to  have  made  a  tru- 
judgment,  than  they  had  done,  of  the  meafures  tiiey 
rre  to  expeft  both  from  France  and  England ;  the  laft 
iving  proceeded  fo  refolutely  to  the  offers  of  entering 
to  the  war  (which  was  never  believed  in  Holland) 
id  France,  after  raifing  fo  important  a  difficulty  in 
c  peace,  having  proceeded  in  the  war  fo  far  as  to 
OCK  up  Mons,  one  of  the  beft  frontiers  remaining  to 
landers ;  which  was  expefted  to  fall  into  their  hands 

before 
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before  the  term  fixed  for  the  conclufion  or  rupture  oS 
the  peace  ihould  expire. 

Preparations  were  made  with  the  greateft  vigoa^ 
imaginable  for  his  highneis's  expedition  to  relieve 
Mons ;  and  about  ten  thoufand  Englifh,  already  arrive^/ 
in  Flanders,  were  ordered  to  march  that  way  and  joih 
the  prince.  He  went  into  the  field,  with  a  firm  be^ 
lief  that  the  war  would  certainly  go  on,  fincc  France 
feemed  too  far  engaged  in  honour  to  yield  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  towns  ;  and  though  they  (hould,  yet 
Spain  could  not  be  ready  to  agree  and  fign  the  peace 
within  the  term  limited  :  and  he  thought  that  be  left 
the  States  refolvcd  not  to  conclude  otherwife  than  in 
conjundtion  with  that  crown :  and  befides,  he  hoped 
to  engage  the  French  army  before  the  term  for  figning 
the  peace  fhould  expire ;  and  refolved  to  relieve  Mons, 
or  die  in  the  attempt,  whether  the  peace  fucceeded  or 
no  5  fo  as  the  continuance  of  the  war  feemed  inevita- 
ble. But  no  man,  fmce  Solomon,  ever  enough  con- 
fidered  how  fubjed:  all  things  are  to  time  and  chance, 
nor  how  poor  diviners  the  wifeft  men  are  of  future 
events,  how  plainly  foever  all  things  may  leem  laid 
towards  the  producing  them  -,  nor  upon  how  fmall  ac- 
cidents the  greateft  counfels  and  revolutions  turn ;  which 
was  never  more  proved  than  by  the  courfe  and  event 
of  this  affair. 

After  the  treaty  concluded  and  fignified  to  France, 
all  the  arts,  that  could  be,  were  on  that  fide  employ- 
ed to  elude  it,  by  drawing  this  matter  into  treaty,  or 
into  greater  length,  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well  in 
England.  They  offered  to  treat  upon  it  at  St.  Quindn, 
then  at  Ghent,  where  the  king  himfelf  would  meet 
fuch  ambafTadors  as  the  Dutch  fhould  fend  to  either  of 
thofe  towns.  But  the  States  were  firm  not  to  recede 
from  their  late  treaty  concluded  with  his  majefty,  and 
fo  continued  till  about  five  days  before  the  term  was  to 
expire.     Then  arrived  from  England  one  De  Crofs, 

formerly 
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fcrmcrly  a  French  monk,  who  fomerime  fince  had  left 
liis  fhxjc  for  a  petticoat,  and  infinuated  himfelf  fo  far 
io  the  Swedilh  court,  as  to  procure  a  commifTion  (or 
credence  at  leaft)  tor  a  certain  petty  agency  in  England. 
At  London  he  had  devoted  himfelf  wholly  to  monfieur 
Barillon  the  French  ambaflador,  though  pretending  to 

Grille  the  interefts  of  Sweden.  About  a  week  after  I 
i  ienc  a  fepretary  into  England  with  the  treaty  figned, 
this  man  brought  me  a  packet  from  court,  com- 
manding me  to  go  immediately  away  to  Nimeguen ; 
ftud  there  to  endeavour  all  I  could  (and  from  his 
m^efty)  to  perfuade  the  SwediQi  ambafTadors  to  let 
the  French  there  know,  that  they  would,  for  the  good 
of  Chriftendom,  confent,  and  even  delire  the  kmg  of 
Fiance,  no  longer  to  defer  the  evacuation  of  the 
Kiwns,  and  confequently  the  peace,  upon  the  fole  re- 
gard and  intereft  of  the  crown  of  Sweden.  I  was 
Ucewife  commanded  to  aflfure  the  faid  ambafiadors, 
chat,  after  this  peace,  his  majefty  would  ufe  all  the 
moft  effe&ual  endeavours  he  could,  for  reftitution  of  the 
towns  and  countries  the  Swedes  had  lofl  in  the  war. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  any  man  to  be  more  furprifed 
dian  I  was  by  this  difpatch ;  but  the  PenHoner  Fagel 
was  ftunned,  who  came  and  told  me  the  whole  con- 
Bents  of  it,  before  I  had  mentioned  it  to  any  man ; 
and,  that  De  Crofs  had  gone  about  moft  induftrioufly 
ID  die  deputies  of  the  teveral  towns,  and  acquainted 
them  with  it;  and,  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  ab- 
fiiliitely  coniented  and  agreed  between  the  two  kings ; 
liiat  he  had  brought  me  orders  to  go  ftraight  to  Nime- 
guen ;  afid,  that  I  fhould,  at  my  arrival  there,  meet 
with  letters  from  my  lord  Sunderland,  the  king's 
gmbaflador  at  Paris,  with  all  the  particulars  conclu- 
ded between  them. 

How  this  difpatch  by  De  Crofs  was  gained,  or  by 
whom,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  upon 
my  next  return  for  England,  the  duke  told  me,  that 

he 
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he  knew  nothing  of  it  till  it  was  gone,  having  been  a' 
hunting  that  morning.  My  lord  treafuter  faid  all 
that  could  be  to  excufe  himfelf  of  it ;  and  I  never 
talked  of  it  to  fecretary  Williamfon ;  but  the  king  in- 
deed told  me  pleafandy.  That  the  rogue  Dcr  Crofs  had 
outwitted  them  all.  The  account  I  met  with  at  court 
was  that  thefe  orders  were  agreed  and  dii|)Btched  one 
morning  in  an  hour's  time,  and  in  the  duchels  of 
Portfmouth's  chamber,  by  the  intervention  and  porfutt* 
of  monfieur  Barillon.  However  it  was,*  and  what  en- 
deavours  foever  were  made  immediately  after^  at  our 
court,  to  retrieve  this  game,  it  never  could  be  done  y 
and  this  one  incident  changed  the  whole  ftte  of  Ghri-' 
ftendora ;  and  with  fo  little  feeming  ground  for  any  fuch' 
couniel,  that,  before  De  Crofs*s  arrival  at  the  Hague, 
the  Swrfifti  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen  had  made  the* 
very  fame  declaration  and  inftances  to  the  French  am- 
bafladors there,  that  I  was  pofted  away  from  the  Hague 
upon  the  pretence  of  perfuading  them  to  refolve  on. 
When  I  arrived  at  Nimeguen,  there  remained  but 
three  days  of  the  term  fixed  by  the  late  treaty  between 
his  majefty  and  the  States,  at  the  Hague,  either  for 
the  French  aflent  to  the  evacuation  of  rh^  towns,  or 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  in  conjun6Hon  of  Eng- 
land with  Holland,  and  confequently  the  reft  of  the  con- 
federates. I  found  all  men  diere  perfuaded,  that  the 
peace  would  not  fucceed ;  and  indeed  all  appearance!^ 
were  againfl  it.  The  French  ambafladors  had  giveh' 
many  reafons,  in  a  formal  fort  of  manifefl:o,  to  the 
Dutch,  why  the  king,  their  mafler,  could  not  confent 
to  it  without  the  previous  fatisfadion  of  Sweden,  whofc 
interefts  he  efteemed  the  fame  with  his  own  •,  but  yet 
declaring  he  was  willing  to  receive  any  expedients, 
the  States  fliould  offer  in  this  matter,  either  by  their 
ambafladors  at  Nimeguen,  or  fuch  as  they  fliould  fend 
to  his  moll  chriflian  majefty  at  St.  Quintin,  or  Ghent, 
The  Dutch  gave  diem  an  anfwer  in  writing,  declaring, 
X  it 
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a  matter  no-  iooger  entire,  fmce,  upon  the  dif* 
raifed  about  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  the 
their  maftcrs,  had  been  induced  to  fign  a  trea- 
I  England,  from  which  they  could  not  recede, 
*n  the  day  therein  fixed  for  determining  the  fate' 
ler  peace  or  war  -,  and  as  there  was  no  time, 
re  could  be  no  ufe  of  any  deputation  to  St. 
ji,  or  Ghent,  nor  any  other  expedient,  befides 
ait  of  France  to  evacuate  the  towns.  After  this, . 
ench  ambaflador  had  declared  to  the  Dutch,  that 
id  found  the  king  their  malter  was  relblved^  at 
3re  of  the  Swedes,  to  retard  the  peace  no  long- 
in  their  conlideration ;  and  would  conient  to 
<e  the  towns,  upon,  condition  the  States  would 
aeir  deputies  to  treat  upon  the  ways  of  fecur- 
t.  future  fatisfadion  to  Sweden,  which  was  by 
itiended.  But  the  Dutch  ambaflklors  continu* 
smptory,  that  there  could  be  no  deputation  made 
tir  matters ;  and,  that  if  the  term  fixed  by  the 
My  with  England  fhould  elapfe,  there  wasno  re- 
i>ut  the  war  muft  go  on.  To  this  the  French  am- 
irs replying,  that  their  hands  were  bound  up  from^ 
ding  further  without  fuch  a  deputation,  the  peace 
ereupon  efleemed  defperate ;  and  the  mor6  fb, 
it  at  the  fame  time,  the  duke  of  Luxemburg  pref- 
Cins,  and  the  marihal  de  Schomberg  feemedto 
in  Cologne,  demanding  of  them  immediate  fa- 
on  of  the  money  that  had  been  feized  during 
fembly  there;  and  Bruffels  itfelf  grew  unquiet, 
their  finding  themfelves  almoft  furrounded  by 
I  troops ;  fo  as  the  confederate  minifters  thought 
Jves  fecure  of  what  they  had  la  much  and  {o 
lefired  and  aimed  at,  which  was  a  long  war" in 
iftion  with  England :  for  they  neither  believed 
I  would  yield  a  point  thsy  had  lb  long  and  {o  pub- 
)ntefted  ;  nor  '^ it  they  did)  that  the  Dutch  would 
heir  ambaffador^  to  fign  the  peace  without  Spain  ; 

and 
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nd  the  time  was  now  too  near  expiring  for  upneeiii 
^  terms  and  draught  of  a  treaty  between  ^  cv 
crowns,  which  had  not  yet  been  in  any  kind  digefted 

In  the  midft  of  theie  appearances  and  difpofitions 
Nimeguen,  came  the  fatal  day,  agreed  by  tte  la&e  tre 
ty  at  the  Hague,  for  determining  whether  a  fudd 
peace,  or  a  long  war,  were  to  be  reckoned  upon 
Chriftendom ;  when,  in  the  morning  early,  monfiei 
Boreel,  who  had  been  fent  th)m  Amfterdam  to  the  Duu 
ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen,  went  to  the  French  amba 
fadors ;  and,  after  fome  conference  with  them,  the 
three  ambafladors  went  immediately  to  thofe  of  He 
land,  and  declared  to  them,  they  had  received  ordc 
to  confent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  and  ther 
upon  to  f]^  the  peace,  but  that  it  mud  be  done  th 
very  mormng.     Whether  the  Dutch  were  furprifed  \ 
no,  they  feemed  to  be  fo  *,  and,  entering  into  debate  up< 
feveral  of  the  anicles,  as  well  as  upon  the  interells  • 
Spain,  this  conference  lafted  near  five  hours  :  but  em 
cd  in  agreement  upon  all  the  points,   both  of  pe; 
and  comiperce,  between  France  and  HoUand,  and 
ders  for  writing  all  fair  widi  the  greateft  hafle  that ' 
poflible,  fo  as  the  treaty  might  be  figned  that  nigh' 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  the  French  amb 
dors,  having  demanded  an  hour  of  me  and  Sir  L 
came  to  us  at  my  houfe,  gave  us  an  account  of 
agreement  with  the    Dutch    ambaffadors    upo/ 
points  in  difference  between  them,  and  of  the  t 
being  fo  ordered,  as  that  it  fhould  be  figned  tha^ 
ing ;  and  made  us  the  offer  that  they  would  all 
and  fign  it  at  my  houfe,  that  fo  we  might   h 
part  in  it  that  was  due  to  the  mediators. 

We  anfwered  them,  that,  having  been  fent  bj 
jefty  with  inftruftions  only  to  mediate  a  gener 
we  could  not  by  our  orders  affift  at  the  fig 
particular  one;    and  therefore  defired  them 
us  from  having  any  part  in   this  conclufio 
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them  and  the  Dutch,  either  by  the  figning  it  at  our 
iioules,  or  by  ufing  our  names  as  mediators  in  the 
treaty. 

The  Dutch  ambafladors  came  to  us  hkewife  with 
die  fame  communication  and  oflFer,  and  received  the 
fame  anfwer ;  and  I  obferved  their  converfation,  upon 
this  mighty  and  fudden  turn,  to  be  a  ^ood  deal  embar- 
raffed,  and  fomething  irrefolute,  and  not  very  well 
agreed  between  the  two  ambaflfadors  themielves.  Mon- 
ficur  Van  Beveming  complained  of  the  uncertainty  of 
our  condudt  in  England,  and  the  incurable  jealoufies 
that  Dc  Crofs's  journey  had  raifed  in  Holland  :  That, 
fince  the  king  ftill  defired  the  peace,  his  mailers  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  conclude  it ;  and  that  they,  the 
ambafladors,  took  themfelves  to  be  fo  inftrudted,^^  as 
diat  they  muft  fign  the  peace  upon  the  offers  made  by 
the  French  to  evacuate  the  towns,  Monfieur  Van 
Haren  did  not  feem  to  me  lb  clear  in  point  of  their 
orders ;  and  I  never  could  learn  whether,  upon  De  Crofs's 
arrival  and  difcourfes  at  the  Hague,  the  States-deputies 
diere  had  fent  orders  to  their  ambaflkdors  at  Nimeguen 
to  fign  the  peace  (even  without  the  Spaniards)  in  cafe 
of  the  French  aflenting  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns 
before  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpofe  fliould  ex- 
pire j  or  whether  only  the  town  of  Amftcrdam  had  by 
Boreel  fent  that  advice  to  monfieur  Van  Beveming, 
with  aflfurances  to  bear  him  out  in  what  he  did,  where 
his  orders  might  receive  a  doubtful  fenle  or  interpreta- 
tion. However  it  were,  monfieur  Van  Beverning  was 
bent  upon  giving  this  fudden  end  of  the  war,  and  fuch 
a  quick  difpatcli  to  the  draught  of  the  treaty,  that  it 
was  agreed  in  all  articles,  and  written  out  fair,  fo  as  to 
be  (igned  between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night.  And 
thus  were  eluded  all  the  effefts  of  the  late  treaty  con- 
cluded at  the  Hague,  and  the  hopes  conceived  by  the 
confederates  of  the  war's  going  on  •,  which  fo  provoked 
feveral  of  their  minifters,  as  to  engage  them  in  (harp 

Vol..  IL  C  g  and 
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«nd  inoknt  prote(lt£k>ns  againft  thcDotch  amb^Adk 
by  which  they  hoped  to  deter  them  from  figfiii^  I 
peace  vnthout  new  orders  from  their  maftei*s.  Biit 
was  to  no  purpofc.  Van  Bcvcrning  >vas  Unmov^  i 
the  thing  was  done. 

The  £iy  after  the  peace  was  figned,  came  an  e^M 
to  me  from  court,  with  the  ratitications  of  the  4 
treaty  between  his  Majefty  and  the  States,  and  ord 
to  me  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  tlic 
which  was  fuch  a  counterpace  to  the  dilpatch  I  1 
received  by  De  Crofs,  and  to  the  confequerices  of 
which  had  ended  in  the  conclufion  oF  the  peace,  I 
thereby  rendered  the  late  treaty  of  no  farther  ufc,  i 
the  ratification  leemed  now  as  unnecefTary,  as  it  I 
been  at  firft  unrefolvtd  at  our  court,  and  unexpefj 
from  us  by  the  Dutch.  However,  I  went  away  invi 
diiitely  upon  this  exprefs ;  and,  next  day  aiter  i 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  made  an  exchange  of  the  rati 
cations  according  to  the  orders  I  received. 

I   found  the  pcnfioncr  and   feveral  other  of  f 
deputies  very  much  unfatisfied  with  the  peace,  r 
more  with  the  precipitation  of  monfieur  Van  Bevwt? 
ro  (ign  it  upon  the  fudden  offer  of  the  Frtnchamb 
•dors  to  evacuate  the  towns,  snd  before  he  had 
quainted  the  States  with  it,  and  received  new  o 
upon  it.     They  faid  his  inftruftions  could  not  w> 
him ;  they  talked  of  calling  him  in  queltion  fc 
and  of  dilavowing  what  he  had  done,  and  ther 
of  having   recourfe  xo  the  treaty  with  his  m 
f which  they  now  faw  ratified)  and  of  continui 
war  in  conjunftion  with  England ;    and  the 
becaufe  they  faw  France  had  no  mind  to  venture 
had  chofen  to  floop  from  thofc  high  flights  th 
fb  long  made  in  all  tranfaftions  with  their  nei' 
either  of  war  or  peace.     But  others  of  the  F 
cfpecially  thofe  of  Amfterdam,  declared  their  fat 
in  this  conclufion  at  Nimeguen,    argued, 
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js  of  their  confederates,  e&ecially  Spain,  ^nd 
^adineis  or  irrefolution  of  England^  Lad  nia4c 
ce  of  abiblute  neceflity  to  Holland  y  ^d  t%cxS^ 
xipitation  of  their  ambaffadors  in  figning  thi^c 
'  without  clear  and  pofitive  orders,  upon  the 
ncy  being  fo  fudden  and  furprifing,  4n<l  the 
critical,  that  the  delay  of  fendljig  to  the  Haguic; 
if  necelfity  have  engaged  the  States  in  the^r 
ions  of  the  late  treaty  with  England*  and  thereby 
ceflity  of  continuing  the  war. 
truth  is,  I  never  obferved,  either  in  what  I  had 

read,  any  negotiation  managed  with  greater 
and  fkili,  than  tliis  had  been  by  the  French  in 
lole  courfe  of  the  affair  \  efpecially  Cnce  the 
rf  Orange's  match,  which  was  thought  to  have 
:|iem  fo  great  a  blow,  and  by  force  of  con- 
as  turned  fo  much  to  their  advantage.  'Tis 
and  plain,  they  never  intended  to  continue  the 

England  fhouid  fall  with  fuch  weight  into  the 
f  tiie  confederates,  as  the  force  or  tliat  king- 
kI  humour  of  the  people  would  have  given  tp 
.cpnjundion ;  and  conlequently,  that  his  ma- 
light  have  prefcribed  what  terms  he  pleafed  of 
ce,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  mediation  : 
des  the  refpeft  which  the  French  have  for  our 

both  horfe  and  foot,  more  than  any  others, 
\j  fince  the  fervices  and  advantages  they  received 
tiem  in  all  their  aAions  againft  the  Germans; 

the  terror  of  a  conjundlion  between  our  naval 
.{id  the  Dutch,  and  of  defcents  upon  their  coalls^ 
le  dangerous  infiuences  that  might  make  upon 
concents  of  their  people  j  they  wifely  forefaw 
'  con&quence  of  our  falling  into  this  confede* 
/hichmuft  unavoidably  have  proved  more  mortad 
\  than  all  the  rell,  in  two  years  time^  ^or  whereas 
j^lth  of  France,  which  makes  thi6ir^  greatneis, 
pm  the  infinite  confumption  made^  by  lb  many 
G  g  a  neighbouring 
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neighbouring  countries,  of  fo  many  and  rich  pommo- 
dities  as  the  native  foil  and  climate,  or  ingenuity  of  the 
people  produces  in  France  5  in  cafe  this  war  had  gone  on, 
with  England  engaged  in  it,  all  thefe  veins  of  fuch  infinite 
treafure  had  been  fl:oj)ed  at  once,  or  at  lealt  left  open  only 
to  fome  parts  of  Italy,  whichneithertakes  off  their  wines, 
their  falts,  nor  their  modes  in  habit  or  equipage,that  draw 
fo  vaft  expences  upon  all  the  provinces  almoft  of  Europe 
which  lie  northward  of  France,  and  drain  lucb  vaft  Aims 
of  money  from  all  their  neighbours,  into  that  fruitful 
and  noble  kingdom,  more  favoured  by  nature,  in  my 
opinion,  than  any  other  in  the  world  :  but  the  lofs  w 
this  advantage,  upon  the  necelTKJr,  folly,  or  luxury  of 
others,  muft,  in  two  or  three  years  time,  reduce  them 
to  fuch  weaknefs  in  thofe  finews  of  war,  by  (b  general 
a  poverty  and  mifery  among  their  people,  that  there 
would  need  no  other  effedl  of  luch  a  general  contcderaqr, 
to  confiime  the  ftrength  and  force  of   that  nation. 
This  they  very  prudently  forefaw,  and  never  intendol 
to  venture ;  but,  having  reafbn  to  apprehend  it  from 
the  Prince  of  Orange's  match  in  England,  they  took 
it  without  rtfentment ;    nay,    improved  it  rather  into 
new  kindneft  than  quarrel,  rhaking  ufe  of  the  king's 
good  nature  to  engage  him  in    a  prorogation  of  & 
parliament  immediately  after;  which  made  it  appear , 
both  at  home  and  abroad,    that  they    had  ftill  tk 
alcendant  upon  our  court.     They  eluded  the  effefis 
of  the  mclfage  fent  them  by  lord  Duras   with  his 
majefly*s   fcheme  of  the  peace,    by  drawing    it  out 
into  expoftulations  of  kindnefs,  and  fo  into  treaty. 
During  this  amufement  of  our  court,  they  plied  thar 
bufinefs    in  Holland    yet   with  greater    art  and  in- 
dullry,  poifoned  the  people  there  with  jealoufies  of  the 
prince's  match  in  England,  and  of  defigns  from  both 
upon  their  liberties  by  a  long  and  unncceflary  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.     lliey  united  the  fa6tions  in  Am- 
fterdam  upon  the  fcent  of  a  peace,  and  upon  their  own 

conditions, 
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Utions,  to  avoid  thofe  that  had  been  propofed  by 
Tiajcfty.  When  they  had  gained  tlieir  point  with 
feveral  deputies  in  Holland,  they  acquainted  the 
;  with  their  being  fure  of  the  jx^ace  on  that  fide ; 

by  his  ainbaflador  at  Paris,  made  offers  of  mighty 
s,  both  to  himfelf  and  his  chief  minifter,  only  for 
:  confent  to  fuch  a  peace  as  Holland  itfelf  was  con- 

with.  When  the  States  had  abfolutely  rciblved 
he  peace,  by  the  particular  faftion  of  Amfterdam, 
gpncral  terror  upon  the  French  taking  of  Ghent 
threatening  Antwerp,  they  eftecmed  wt  humour 
iolland  fo  violent  towards  the  peace,  and  fo  un- 
Bcd  with  the  fluduation  of  our  counfels  in  Eng- 
^  that  they  thought  they  might  be  bold  with  them 
i  the  intercfts  of  Spain,  and  fo  raifed  the  pretence 
ot  evacuating  the  towns  before  the  fatisfadtion  of 
den.  And  though  I  know  this  was  by  the  politi- 
s  cfteemed  a  wrong  pace  of  France  5  yet  I  did  not 
k  it  fo,  but  that  all  appearances  were  for  their  fuc- 
lirig  in  it.  Nor  had  they  realbn  to  believe  either 
court  or  Holland  would '  have  refented  it  to  that 
nee  they  did ;  or  that  they  could  have  fallen  into 
:  clofe  and  fudden  meafures,  and  with  fuch  confi- 
X,  as  they  happened  to  do  upon  this  occafion  by 
treaty  of  July  at  the  Hague.  When  this  was  con* 
ted,  they  made  all  the  offers  that  could  be  at  break- 
the  force  of  it  -,    by  drawing  it  into  negotiation, 

by  coadefcenfions  to  the  States  unufual  with  that 
vn  even  to  the  grcateft  kings.     They  poifoned  it  by 

dilpatch  of  De  Crofs,  and  by  his  inftrudions,  as 
r  as  artifices  and  induftry,  to  make  the  contents  of 
ubiick  at  the  Hague ;  which  were  pretended  at  courc 
be  fent  over  to  me  widi  the  greateft  fccrecy  that 
kl  be.  At  the  fame  time  they  made  all  the  dccla- 
pns  of  not  receding  from  the  difficulties  they  had 
bd,  otherwife  than  by  treatv ;  and  thereby  laid 
cp  all  jealoufies  of  the  confederates,  as  v/ell  as-  en- 
G  g  3  dcavours 
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deavours  to  prevent  a  blow  they  did  not  bclfe^  could 
arrive,  where  the  honour  of  France  fcemed  fo  fer  En- 
gaged: and  thus  they  continued  till  the  Vtty  d^ 
Umited  for  their  final  declaration.  The  fecret  was  to 
well  kept,  that  none  had  the  leaft  umbrage  of  it  that 
very  morning.  When  they  declared  it^  tnw  feft  hot 
the  Dutch  ambafladors  time  cnou^  to  fcna  to  thcif 
mailers  \  fearing,  if  they  had,  the  States  would  have 
rcfufed  to  fign  without  Spain,  ^ich  rould  rrot  be 
xeady  before  the  time  muft  have  elapfcd  for  incurrir^ 
the  effe6b  of  the  late  treaty. 

Thus  the  peace  was  gained  with  Holland.  His  ma- 
jefty  was  excluded  from  any  fair  pretence  of  entering 
into  the  war,  after  the  vaft  expence  of  raifing  a  great 
Army,  and  tranlporting  them  into  Flanders,  and  after 
ft  great  expedation  of  his  people  raifed,  and,  as  dief 
thought,  deluded.  Spain  was  necefTitated  to  accept 
the  terms  that  the  Dutch  had  negotiated  for  them } 
and  this  left  the  peace  of  the  empire  wholly  at  the 
mercy  and  difcretion  of  France,  and  the  reftiturion  of 
Lorrain  (which  all  had  confented  in)  wholly  abandoned 
and  unprovided.  So  that  I  muft  again  conclude  the 
conduft  of  France  to  have  been  admirable  in  the  whdc 
courfe  of  this  affair,  and  the  Italian  proverb  to  con- 
tinue true,  che  gli  pazziFranceJi  fono  morti  [the  French 
fools  are  dead.  J  On  the  contrary,  our  counfels  and 
conduft  were  like  thofe  of  a  floating  ifland,  driven  one 
way  or  t'other,  according  to  the  winds  or  tides.  The 
king's  difpolition  inclincxl  him  to  prcferve  his  meafures 
with  France,  and  confequently  to  promote  a  peace 
which  might  break  the  prefent  confederacy :  the  hu- 
mour of  his  people  and  parliament  was  violent  to- 
wards engaging  him  in  a  war  :  the  minifters  were  wa- 
vering between  the  fears  of  making  their  court  ill,  of 
of  drawing  upon  them  the  heats  of  a  houfe  of  com- 
mons, whom  the  king's  cxpences  made  him  always  in 
need  Of.  From  thdfe  humouh  arofc  thofc  uncertain- 
ties 
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ties  in  our  counfels^  that  no  man»  who  was  not  behind 
the  cortain,  could  tell  what  to  make  of,  and  which 
appeared  to  others  much  more  myfterious  tlian  indeed 
they  were  j  till  a  new  and  formidable  engine,  beg^n- 
i&ing  to  appe^  upon  the  ftas^f  made  the  court  fall 
into  an  aoiolute  refolution  or  entering  into  the  war 
juft  when  it  was  too  {ate  \  and  to  jpofl  away  the  rati- 
fksuions  of  the  treaty  of  July,  fo  as  to  arrive  the 
^y  after  the  French  and  Dutch  had  fighed  the 'peace, 
ami  after  the  king  had  given  the  States  occafion  to 
believe  he  did  not  intend  to  ratify  it,  but  that  he  had 
taken  his  meafures  with  France ;  for  fo  all  men  in 
.Holland  concluded  from  De  Crofs's  journey,  and  the 
"commands  he  brought  me  for  mine  to  Nimeguen,  at 
a  dme  wheii  my  prefence  at  the  Hague  was  thought 
the  moft  neceflary,  both  to  ratify  the  treaty,  if  it  nad 
■been  intended,  and  to  keep  the  States  firm  Xfi  their 
felblutions  upon  it. 

Thus  ended  in  finoke  this  whole  negotiation,  which 
was  near  raifing  fo  great  a  fire.  France,  having;  made 
the  peace  with  Holland,  treated  all  the  reft  ot  it  with 
eafeand  leifure,  as  playing  a  fure  game.  England,  to 
avoid  a  cruel  convulfion  that  threatened  them  at  home, 
would  fain  have  gone  into  the  war,  if  Holland  would 
,  have  been  prevailed  with  •,  but  they  could  not  truftus 
enough,  to  lofe  the  prelent  interefl:  of  trade,  for  the 
uncertain  events  of  a  war  wherein  they  tliought  their 
neighbours  more  concerned  than  themlelves. 

About  two  or  three  days  after  my  return  to  the 
Hague,  and  exchanging  the  ratifications,  came  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Mons,  between  the  prince  of  Orange 
and  the  French  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Luxemburg,  who  had  pofted  himfclf  with  the  ftrength 
and  flower  of  the  French  forces  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
prino&'s  dcfim  of  relieving  Mons,  And  I  rememb^jr, 
the  day  the  Dutch  peace  was  figned  at  Nimeguen,  I 
was  laying  to  the  Marlhal  D'Eftrades,  TJ|vit,  fpr  fiught 
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I  knew,  we  might  have  a  peace  fignod,  and  a  bactfe 
^u^t,  both  in  one  day.  He  replied.  There  was  no 
fear  of  it-,  for  the  Duke  of  Luxemburg  had  writ  him 
word,  he  was  fo  pofted,  that  if  he  had  batten  thou^ 
fand  men,  and  the  prince  forty,  yet  he  was  liirc  he 
would  not  be  forced  ;  whereas  he  took  his  army  td  be 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  prince.  I  need  not  relate  an 
adion  lb  w<fll  known  in  the  world  \  and  fo  (hall  only 
fay,  that  in  fpite  of  many  difadvantagcs  from  an  army 
drawn  ib  fuddenly  together,  fo  hafty  a  march  as  that  odF 
the  Dutch,  and  pofe  taken  with  fo  much  Ikill,  and 
fonified  with  fo  much  induftry  by  the  French,  as  was 
believed,  the  prince  upon  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft 
attacked  them  with  a  refolution  and  vigour  that  at  firfl: 
furprited  them,  and,  after  an  obftinate  and  bloody 
fight,  fo  difordered  them,  that  though  the  night 
prevented  the  end  of  the  a6tion,  yet  it  was  generally 
concluded,  that,  if  he  had  been  at  liberty  next  day  to 
purfue  it  with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Engli(h  that 
were  ready  to  join  his  army,  he  muft  in  all  appearance 
not  only  have  relieved  Mons,  but  made  fuch  an  im- 

ErefTion  into  France  as  had  been  often  defigned, 
ut  never  attempted  fince  the  war  began  ;  and  upon 
which  a  French  officer  prefent  in  it  faid.  That  he 
efteemed  this  the  only  heroic  aftion  that  had  been 
done  in  the  whole  courfe  or  progrefs  of  it. 

But,  the  morning  aft^r  the  battle,  the  prince  received 
from  the  States  advice  of  the  peace  having  been 
figned  at  Nimeguen ;  and  thereupon  immediately  fent  a 
deputy  with  the  news  of  it  to  monfieur  De  Luxemburg. 
After  compliments  pafled  on  both  fides,  the  Diike  dc- 
fired  to  fee  the  prince ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  they 
met  in  the  field,  at  the  head  of  their  chief  officers, 
where  all  pafled  with  the  civilities  diat  became  the 
occafion,  and  with  great  curiofity  of  the  French,  to  fee 
and  crowd  about  a  young  prince,  who  had  made  lb 
mucli  noifc  in  the  world,  and  had>  the  day  before, 

given 
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g^ven  life  and  rigopr  to  fuch  a  defperate  adion,  as  all 
men  fftocmed  this  battlp  of  Sc  Dennis.    Yet  many 
refledUoos  were  made  upon  it  by  the  prince's  friends,  as 
well  as  his  enemies:  fome  faid  that  he  knew  the  peace 
was  figned  before  the  fight  began,  and  that  it  was  too 
great  a  veoture  both  to  nimfelf  and  the  States,  and  too 
great  a  facrifice  to  his  own  honour,  fmce  it  could  be 
to  no  other  advantage :  others  laid  it  to  the  marquis  Dc 
(jfana,who,  they  faid,  had  intercepted  ilnd  concealed  the 
States  packet  to  the  prince,  which  came  into  the  camp 
the  day  before  the  battle  (but  after  it  was  refolvcd  ort) 
and  that  he  had  hopes  by  fuch  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
even  after  it  was  figned,  that  the  progrefs  of  it  would 
have  been  defeated.     Whether  this  were  true,  or  no, 
I  could  never  certainly  be  informed ;  but  fo  much  is, 
that  the  prince  could  not  have  ended  the  war  with 
greater  glory ;    nor  with  greater  fpite,  to  fee  fuch  a 
mighty  occafion  wrefted  out  of  his  hands  by  the  fud- 
den  and  unexpefted  figning  of  the  peace,  which  he 
had  aflured  himfelf  the  States  would  not  have  con- 
fented  to  without  the  Spaniards.     Yet,  upon  the  cer- 
tain news  of  it,  he  drew  back  his  army,   returned  to 
the  Hague,  and  left  the  States  to  puriue  tlieir  own 
paces  in  order  to  finilhing  the  treaty  between  France 
and  Spain,  wherein  the  Dutch  ambafladors  at  Nime- 
guen  employed  themfelves  with  great  zeal  and  diligence, 
and  no  longer  as  parties  or  confederates,  but  as  media- 
tors ;    wliilft  Sir  Lionel,  who  continued  ftill  th^re  in 
that  6gurc,  declined  the  funAion,  as  in  a  matter  wherein 
he  found  our  court  would  not  take  any  part,  nor  allow 
themfelves  to  have  had  any  in  the  peace  between  France 
and  Holland. 

Soon  after  the  prince's  return,  he  went  to  Diercn  to 
hunt  in  the  Veluwe,  like  a  perfon  that  had  little  elfe 
to  do :  and^  I  having  occafion  to  go  at  the  fame  time 
to  Amftcrdam,  hedefired  me  to  remember  him  kindly 
to  monfieur  Hoeft,  the  chief  burgpmafter  there,  and 
1  teU 
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tell  him,  that  he  defirod.  him  to  be  Ao  jbo^r  iit  his 
interefts  dian  he  fhoirid  find  his  tughn^fs^'lft-  the  tnifc 
interefts  of  the  State.  I  did  fo  ^  and  moiifieur  Haejft 
very  frankly  and  generoufly  hid  me  teU,  the  prince; 
he  wouhi  be  juft  what  his  highne6  dqfijpcd,  aad  kt 
ever  firm  to  his  interefts  while  he  was  lA  thole  of  his 
country  *,  but,  if  evtr  his  highnefs  departed  from 
them,  he  would  be  the  firft  man  to  dppofe  hifn ;  tiU 
then,  he  would  neither  cenfure  nor  diftruft  his  codp- 
dud)  for  ha  knew  very  well,  mthout  mutual  trufl:  be- 
tween the  prince  and  the  States,  his  country  mufl  be 
nuned.  From  this  time  ta  that  of  his  death,  mon- 
fieur  Hoeft  continued  in  the  fame  mind,  and  by  his 
cseampk  that  great  and  jealous  town  began  to  fiill  into 
much  niore  confidence,  n<Jt  only  of  the  prince,  but  of 
his  whole  condu&  in  the  adminifbration  of  the  affairs 
of  thir  State. 

.  For  the  time  I  ftaid  at  Amfterdam,  I  was  every  day 
in  convcriation  with  monfieur  Hoeft,  who,  befides 
much  learning,  worth,  fincerenefs,  and  credit  in  his 
town,  was  a  man  of  a  pleafant  natural  humour  i  which 
makes,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  agreeable  converfation 
of  all  other  ingredients,  and  much  more  than  any  of 
thofe  fqueezcd  or  forced  flrains  of  wit  that  are  in 
fome  places  fb  much  in  requeit  -,  though,  I  think, 
commonly  the  men,  that  affed  them,  are  themfelves 
much  fonder  of  them  than  any  of  the  company. 

Dining  one  day  at  monfieur  Hoeft's,  and  having  a 
great  cold,  I  obferved,  every  time  I  Ipit,  a  tight  hand- 
Ibme  wench  (that  flood  in  the  room  with  a  dean 
cloth  in  her  hand)  was  prefently  down  to  wipe  it  up, 
and  rub  the  board  clean  :  fomebody  at  table  i'peaking 
of  my  cold,  I  faid,  the  moft  trouble  it  gave  me  was 
to  fee  the  poor  wench  take  io  much  pains  about  it : 
monfieur  Hoeft  told  me^  *Twas  well  I  efcaped  fo  •,  and, 
that  if  his  wife  had  been  at  home,  though  I  were  an 
ambafTador,  fhe  would  have  turned  me  out  of  doors 

for 
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for  feulinglierhoufe^.  and,  laughing  at  that  humoUr; 
faid,  there  were'  two  robins  of  his  houfb  that  ht  never 
dufft  come  into,  and  beKevcd  they  were  never  ojpca 
but  twice  a- year,  to  make  them  clean.  I  ikid,  I  found 
he  wa<s  a  good  patriot ;  and  not  only  In  the  interefts  of 
his  Countiy,  but  in  the  cuftpms  of  his  town,  where 
that  of  the  Wife*S  governing  was,  I  heard,  a  riling 
tftablifhed.  He  replied,  *Twas  true,  and  that  all  a 
man  could  hbpe  for  there,  was  to  have  mie  douce 
fair^nne  [an  eafy  governefs]  and  that  his  wife  was  ib. 
Another  of  the  magiftrates  at  table,  who  was  a 
graver  man,  faid,  monfieur  Hoeft  was  pleafant,  buc 
the  diing  was  no  more  fo  in  their  town,  than  in  any 
other  place  that  he  knew  of.  Hoeft  replied  very 
brifkly,  it  was  fo,  and  could  not  be  ocherwiies  for  it 
had  long  been  the  cuftom ;  and  whoever  oSered  to 
break  it  would  have  banded  againfl:  him,  not  only  all 
riie  women  in  the  town,  but  all  thofe  men  too  that 
were  governed  by  their  wives,  which  would  make 
too  great  a  p^rty  to  be  oppolcd.  In  the  afternoon, 
upon  a  vifit,  and  occafion  of  what  had  been  faid  at 
monfieur  Hoeft*s,  many  (lories  were  told  of  the  ftrange 
and  curious  cleanlinefs  to  general  in  that  city ;  and 
fome  fo  extravagant  that  my  fiftet  took  them  for 
jeft  5  when  the  fecretary  of  Amftcrdam,  that  was  of 
the  company,  defiring  her  to  look  out  of  the  window, 
faid.  Why,  madam,  there  is  the  houfe  where  one  of 
our  magiftrates  going  to  vifit  the  miftrefs  of  it,  and 
kruxrking  at  the  door,  a  ftrapping  North-Holland 
lafs  came  and  opened  it;  he  aflced.  Whether  her 
miftrefi  was  at  home  ?  Ihe  faid,  Yes ;  and  with  that 
he  offered  to  go  in :  but  the  wench,  marking  his  flioes 
were  not  very  clean,  took  him  by  both  arms,  threw 
him  upon  her  back,  carried  him  crofs  two  rooms,  let 
fam  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  Itairs,  pulled  off  his 
Ihoes,  put  him  on  a  pair  of  flippers  that  ftood  there, 
ttd  all  this  without  £iying  a  word;  but,  when  fhe 

had 
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h^  done,  told  him,  he  might  go  up  to  her  miftFefsi 
who  was  in  her  chamber. 

I  was  very  glad  to  have  a  little  diverted,  with  fuch 
pleafantries  as  thefe,  the  thoughts  of  that  bufy  fcene, 
in  which  I  was  fo  deeply  engaged,  that  I  will  confefs 
the  very  remembrance  of  it,  and  all  the  ftrange  fur- 
prifing  turns  of  it,  began  to  renew  thofe  cruel  motions 
they  had  raifed  both  in  my  head  and  heart,  whilft  I 
had  fo  great  and  fo  lenfible  a  part  in  them.  But  to 
return  where  I  left  the  thread  of  thefe  affairs. 

After  the  peace  of  Holland  and  France,  the  minifters 
of  the  conf^erates,  efpecially  thofe  of  Denmark  and 
Brandenburg,  employed  their  laft  efforts  to  prevent  the 
Spaniards  agreeing  to  their  part  of  the  peace,  as  ac- 
cepted for  them  by  the  Dutch.  They  exclaimed  at 
their  breach  of  honour  and  intereft :  that  what  was 
left  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders,  by  thofe  terms,  was 
indefenfibfe,  and  could  ferve  but  to  exhauft  their  men 
and  treafures  to  no  purpofe :  that  the  defign  of  France 
was  only  to  break  this  prefent  confederacy  by  thefe 
feparate  treaties,  and  fo  leave  the  Spaniards  abandoned 
by  their  allies  upon  the  next  invafion ;  which  they  would 
have  reafon  to  expeft,  if  Spain  fhould  ufe  them  with 
as  little  regard  of  their  honour  and  treaties,  as  the 
Dutch  ambafladors  feemed  to  defign.  Thefe  themfelvcs 
alfo  met  with  fome  difficulties  in  their  mediation,  by  a 
pretenfion  raifed  in  France  upon  the  county  of  Beau- 
mont and  town  of  Bovignes,  which  they  did  not  find 
to  have  been  mentioned  in  what  had  pafled  between 
the  French  and  Dutch,  upon  the  fcore  of  Spain,  be- 
fore the  peace  was  figned. 

All  thefe  circumftances  began  to  make  it  look  un- 
certain what  would  at  length  be  determined  by  the 
States,  as  to  their  ratifications,  which  were  like  to  be 
delayed  till  Spain  had  concluded  their  treaty,  though 
thofe  of  France  had  been  difpatchcd  fo  as  to  arrive  at 
Nimeguen  the  twenty-fecond  of  diis    month ;    and 
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monfieur  D'Avaux  commanded  from  thence  to  the 
Hague,  in  quality  of  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the 
States;  and  the  French  army  had  retired  into  France  at 
the  fame  time  the  Dutch  returned  from  before  Mon$. 
So  that  all  fcemed,  on  the  French  fide,  refolved  to 
purfue  the  peace ;  on  the  fide  of  the  Empire  and 
Princes  of  the  North,  to  carry  on  the  war ;  on  the 
Spaniards,  very  irrefolute  whether  to  accept  the 
peace  die  Dutch  had  mediated  for  them,  or  no :  and 
in  Holland,  'twas  doubtful  whether  to  ratify  that 
their  ambafl&dors  had  figned,  and  whether  at  Icaft 
before  the  treaty  of  Spain  fhould  be  agreed. 

Whilft  the  minds  of  men  were  bufied  with  diflferent 
reafonings  and  prefagcs,  as  well  as  wilhes,  upon  this 
conjunfture ;  about  the  end  of  Augufl:  Mr.  Hide 
arrived  at  the  Hague  fix)m  England,  without  the  leaft 
intimation  given  me  of  his  jdumey,  or  his  eirand;  fo 
that  I  was  fiirprifed,  both  to  fee  him,  and  to  hear  the 
defign  of  fuch  a  fudden  difpatch. 

The  fubftance  of  it  w^as,  to  acquaint  the  States  how 
much  the  king  had  been  furprifed  at  the  news  of  their 
ambafladors  having  figned  a  particular  treaty  with 
France,  even  without  the  inclufion  of  Spain,  and  with- 
out any  guaranty  given  for  the  evacuation"  of  the  towns 
within  the  time  requifite :  to  complain  of  this  precipi- 
tation of  the  States ;  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the  new 
pretentions  that  France  had  advanced  upon  the  county 
of  Beaumont  and  the  town  of  Bovignes,  which  had 
retarded  the  peace  of  Spain,  and  hindered  it  from 
being  conchided  at  the  fame  time  with  that  of  Holland ; 
which  his  majefty  underftood  always  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  States,  as  well  as  his  own.  That  for 
thefe  reafons  he  underftood,  and  believed,  that  the  late 
treaty  of  July,  between  his  majefty  and  the  States,  ought 
to  take  effeft ;  the  cafe  being  fallen  out  againft  which 
that  was  provided,  and  both  parties  being  thereby 
obliged  to  enter  jointly  into  the  war  againft  France  : 

that, 
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that,  if  tte  States  would  hereupon  rcfufe  10  ratify  the 
treaty  their  minifters  h^  figned  at  NimcKuen,  his 
majelty  oSered  to  declare  war  itDmediatcTy  againft 
France,  and  carry  icon  in  all  points  accordingto  the  arti- 
cles and  obligations  of  the  faid  treaty  ivith  the  Stales. 

Though  Mr.  Hide  did  not  know,  or  did  not  tell 
me,  the  true  ipring  of  this  refoluce  pace  that  Y^as  made 
by  our  court,  fo  difierenc  from  all  the  reft  in  the  whole 
jcoyrfe  of  this  affair,  yet  he  aflured  me  they  we^ 
.both  in  eameft,  and  very  warm  upon  the  icept,  and 
deflred  nothing  fo  much  a;s  to  enter  immediately  aad 
idgoroufly  into  the  war,  in  cafe  Holland  would  be 
perfuaded  to  continue  it;  and  that  no  time,  nor  endea* 
yours  were  to  be  negl^ded  in  purluiog  the  commiflkui 
he  brought  over,  which  was  given  jointly  to  us  both, 
and  recommended  t;o  me  panicularly  from  court,  with 
all  the  inftances  and  earnefbiefs  diat  could  be.  When 
I  carried  him  that  very  evening  to  the  prince  at  Hon- 
flaerdyck^  and  he  acc}uainted  his  highneis  with  the 
whole  e;2(^nt  of  his  errand  and  inftrudtions ;  the  prince 
received  it  very  coldly,  and  only  advifed  him  to  gpve  in 
a  memorial  to  the  States,  and  afk  commil&oners  to 
treat,  ,by  whom  he  would  find  what  the  minds  of  the 
States  wxre  like  to  be  upon  this  affair,  and  at  which  he 
would  at  preient  make  no  conjecture. 

After  a  fhort  audience,  Mr.  Hide  went  tp  the  princefs, 
and  left  me  alone  with  the  prince  \  who,  as  foon  as  he 
was  gone,  lift  up  his  hands  two  or  three  times,  an(l 
laid,  *  Was  ever  any  thing  io  hot,  and  fo  cold,  as  this 

*  court  of  yours  ?  Will  the  king,  that  is  fo  often  ft 

*  fca,  never  learn  a  word  that  I  Ihall  ne\'er  forget  fincc 
'  my  laft  paffage,  when,  in  a  great  ftorm,  the  captain 
'  was  all  night  crying  out  to  the  man  at  the  helm, 

*  Steady,  fteady,  fteady  ?  If  this  difpatch  had  come 
'  twenty  days  ago,  it  had  changed  the  face  of  affairs 

*  in  Chriflendom ;     and  the  war  might  have  been 

*  carried  on,  till  France  had  yielded  to  the  trei*- '  pf 
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*  the  Pyrenees,  and  left  the  world  in  quiet  for  the  reft 
^  of  our  lives:  as  it  comes  now,  it  will  have  no  efie& 
*!  kit  all.  Atleaft,  this  is  my  opinion,  though  I  would 
'  "not  fiiy  fo  to  Mr.  Hide  ' 

After  this,  he  a(ked  ine,  what  I  could  inoogine  was 
at  the  bottom  of  this  new  heat  in  our  court ;  and 
n^ac  could  make  it  break  out  fo  ;ii^  d'prop^s  funiea- 
Ibnably]  after  the  diflfatisfadhon  they  had  exprefied 
upon  the  late  treaty  when  it  was  firft  ient  over,  and 
jA^  difpaich  of  De  Crofs,  fo  contrary  to  the  defign 
irf-it  I  told  him  very  truly,  that  I  was  perfeiUy 
ignorant  of  the  whole  matter,  and  could  give  nom}t& 
at  the  motions  <^  it :  and  fo  I  continued  till  Tome 
laomhs  after,  when  I  was  advifed,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
i4k  plot,  which  has  fince  made  fo  much  noife  in  the 
world,  was  juft  then  breaking  out;  and  that  the  courts 
IK>^  avoid  the  confequences  that  might  have  upon  the 
ill  humour  of  the  parliament,  which  feemed  to  rife 
chiefly  frobi  the  peace,  his  majefty  refolved  to  give 
thtm  the  fatisfaftion  they  had  fo  long  defired,  of 
entering 4nto  the  war:  which  is  all  the  account  I  can 
give  ot  this  oounfel  or  refolution.- 

The  event  proved  anfwerable  to  the  judgment  the 
prince  at  firft  made  of  it ;  for  though  the  States-deputies 
drew  the  matter  into  feveral  debates  and  conferences 
with  us,  which  filled  all  parties  concerned  in  the  war 
with  different  apprelienfions,  and  ferved  to  facilitate 
the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain ;  yet  the  penfioner 
told  me  from  the  firll,  this  was  all  the  uie  tnat  could 
be  made  of  it,  and  that  the  Sutes  were  fo  unfatisfidi 
with  our  whole  condu(5):  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  peace, 
that  though  they  would  be  glad  to  lee  us  in  the  war, 
yet  they  were  refolved  to  have  no  farther  part  in  it, 
unlefs  France  (liould  refufc  what  they  had  already  pro- 
mifed  to  Spain.  However,  while  this  affair  continued 
in  agitation,  during  Mr.  Hide*s  ftay  at  the  Hague,  all 
appeiTAnces  looked  very  different  from  the  opinion  of 

I  the 
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the  prince  and  penfioner,  who  alone  had  fb  full  a  grafp 
of  the  bufinefs  in  Holland,  as  to  make  a  true  judgment 
what  the  general  fentiments  there  would  determine  in. 
Many  of  the  deputies  were  lb  ill  fatisiied*  with  their 
annbaffadors  having  figned  the  peace,  that  they  in- 
clined to  his  majefty*s  propofals,  and  framed  feveral 
articles  againft  monfieur  Van  Beverning^s  proceedings, 
whereof  fome  laid  miftakes  to  his  charge  ;  others.  Sic 
omiffion  of  matters  ablblutely  neceflary  in  the  treaty; 
and  others  more  direftly,  his  having  gone  beyond  hi& 
orders  and  inftruftions,  particularly  in  having  ftipu- 
lated  that  the  States  fhould  give  their  guaranty  for 
the  neutrality  of  Spain.  And  in  this  point,  I  doubt, 
he  had  nothing  to  mew  from  his  matters  to  cover  him. 
The  reft  feemed  rather  to  be  raifed  invidioufly  at  his 
conduft,  in  having  fuddenly  concluded  an  affair,  which 
they  now  faw  might  have  had  another  iflue  if  he  had 

fiven  it  more  breath ;  though,  at  that  time,  many  of 
is  accufers  expedted  as  little  from  England  as  he  did, 
and  with  reafon  alike,  fince  none  of  them  could  ima- 
gine any  thing  of  that  new  fpring  there,  from  which 
this  violent  motion  had  begun.  Whatever  monfieur 
Van  Beveming's  orders  or  his  proceedings  had  been, 
the  heats  were  fo  high  againft  him  at  the  Hague,  that 
many  talked,  not  only  of  difavowing  what  he  had 
done,  but  of  forming  a  procefs  againft  him  upon  it: 
and,  though  in  a  (hort  ftay  he  made  there  upon  this 
occafion,  he  had  the  fortune  or  the  juftice  to  fee  his 
enemies  grow  calm  towards  him  ;  yet  he  was  not  a 
little  mortified  with  fo  ill  payment  of  what  he  thought 
had  been  fo  good  fervice  to  his  country ;  and,  after  his  re- 
turn to  Nimeguen,  was  obferved  to  proceed  in  the  nego- 
tiations there  with  more  phlegm  and  caution  than  was 
natural  to  his  temper ;  and  leS  fhew  of  partialit)'  to  the 
peace,  than  he  had  made  in  the  wholecourfe  of  the  treaty. 
All  the  while  thefe  matters  were  in  motion  at  the 
I  laguc,  the  king*s  forces  were  every  day  tranfporting 

into 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679.  465 

Flanders,  as  if  the  war  were  to  be  carried  on  with 
;reateft  certainty  and  vigour.  Which  gave  opi- 
ind  heart  to  thofe  in  Holland  that  didiked  die  peace. 
ed  atfo  fo  great  confidence  in  the  Spaniards,  that 
fell  into  all  the  meafures  they  could  with  the  con* 
ice  minifters  at  Nimeguen,  to  form  difficulties  and 
s  in  the  treaty  there,  between  that  Crown  and 
:e ;   upon  the  fecurity  that  Holland  would  not 

theirs,  till  that  of  Spain  were  concluded ;  and 
B  the  mean  time  the^  might  be  drawn  into  the 
by  the  violent  diipofitions  which  now  appeared 
igland,  as  well  as  in  the  confederates,  to  continue 
The  Spanifh  ambailadors  laid  hold  of  all  occaHons 
cept  againft  the  matter  or  ilyle  of  thoie  articles 
I  Holland  had  mediated  between  them  and  France^ 
bund  difficulties  upon  the  condition  wherein  the 
al  towns  to  be  evacuated  fhould  be  reftored  to 
,  as  to  the  fortifications  that  had  been  made  in 

by  the  French,  and  as  to  ;he  artillery  and  muni* 
chat  were  in  them  at  the  time  when  the  Dutch  had 
d  upon  thofe  conditions  ;  they  found  matter  of 
te  upon  the  territories  that  belonged  to  the  ieveral 
5,  and  eipecially  upon  the  Chatelenic  of  Aeth, 
1  France  had  difmembered  fince  it  was  in  their 
Son,  and  had  joined  above  threcfcore  villages  to 
hStelenie  of  Tournay,  which  had  belonged  to  Aeth, 
wect  with  that  town  transferred  by  the  Spaniards 
5  French,  upon  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle;  but 
rench  pretending  now  to  reftore  it,  only  in  thecon- 
i  they  had  left  it,  and  not  what  they  had  tbund  it,  the 
iards  made  a  mighty  clamour  both  at  London  and 
lague  upon  this  fubjefl,  and  complained  of  diis, 
Lg  other  frnaller  matters,  as  innovations  endea* 
!d  to  be  introduced  by  France,  even  beyond  what 
had  themfelvcs  propofed  to  the  Dutch,  and  agreed 
>ril  laft,  which  had  been  laid  and  purfucd  as  the 

foundation  of  the  peace. 
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In  this  uncertain  ftate  all  matters  continued  at  the 
Hague  for  about  thre^  weeks,  the  opinions  of  mod 
men  running  generaHy  againft  the  peace ;  as  well  as 
the  wagers  at  Amfterdam,  by  which  people  often  ima- 
gine the  pulfe  of  the  State  is  to  be  felt  and  judged, 
though  indeed  it  be  a  fort  of  trade  driven  by  men  diat 
have  little  dealing  or  fuccefs  in  any  other,  and  is  ma- 
naged with  more  tricks  than  the  reft  feems  to  be  in 
that  fcene ;  not  only  coining  falfe  news  upon  the  place, 
but  praftifing  intelligence  from  remote  parts  to  their 
purpofe,  concerting  the  fame  advices  from  different 
countries,  and  making  great  fecrct  and  myftery  of 
reports  that  are  raifed  on  purpofe  to  be  publick  -,  and 
yet  by  fuch  devices  as  thele,  not  only  the  wagers  at 
Amfterdam  are  commonly  turning,  but  the  riling  and 
falling  of  the  very  afbons  of  the  Eaft-India  company 
are  often  and  in  a  great  meafure  influenced. 

But  France  thought  the  conjunclure  too  important 
to  let  it  hover  long  in  fuch  uncertainties ;  and  there- 
fore firft  difpatched  a  courier  to  their  ambafladors  at 
Nimeguen,  with  leave  to  fatisfy  the  States  in  thofc 
claufes  of  their  treaty  wherein  they  feemed  to  except 
juftly  againft  monfieur  Van  Beverning's  conduft,  and 
thereby  cover  the  credit  of  that  minifter  who  had  been 
fo  aflfeftionate  an  inftrument  in  the  progrefs  of  the  treaty. 
Next,  they  gave  them  liberty  to  foften  a  little  of  the 
rigour  they  had  hitherto  exercifed  in  the  fmalleft  points 
contefted  with  the  Spaniards  ;  and  laft  of  all,  they 
difpatched  an  exprefs  to  their  ambalTadors,  with  power 
to  remit  all  the  differences  which  obftrucled  or  retarded 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  between  that  crown  and 
Spain,  to  the  determination  and  arbitrage  of  the  States 
themfelves. 

This  was  a  pace  of  fo  much  confidence  towards  the 
States,  and  appeared  fuch  a  tcftimony  of  the  moft 
chriftian  king's  fincerity  in  the  late  advances  he  had  made 
towards  a  peace,  that  it  had  all  the  effeft  defigned  by 

it 
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k.  The  feveral  towns  and  provinces  proceeded  with  a 
general  concurrence  to  the  ratifications  of  the  peace, 
that  they  might  lie  ready  in  their  ambafladors  hands  to 
be  exchanged  when  that  of  Spain  Ihould  be  figned. 
Moofieur  Van  Beverning,  now  favoured  with  a  fair  gale 
from  home,  the  humour  of  his  country  blowing  the 
fame  way  with  his  own  difpofitions,  and  feconded  with 
the  great  facilities  that  were  given  by  France,  made 
fuch  a  quick  diipatch  of  what  remained  in  conteft  upon 
the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain,  that  all  was  per- 
fedted  and  figned  by  the  twentieth  of  September,  and 
thereupon  the  Dutch  ratifications  were  exchanged  with 
the  ufual  forms.  In  all  this  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  had 
no  part,  as  in  an  aifair  difapproved  by  the  king  his 
maften  The  Dutch  ambafladors  played  the  part  of 
formal  mediators ;  had  the  treaty  between  the  two 
crowns  figned  at  their  houfe  -,  and  took  great  care,  by 
the  choice  and  difpofition  of  the  room  where  it  was 
performed,  to  avoid  all  punftilio's  about  place,  that 
might  arife  between  the  feveral  ambafladors.  Mr. 
Hide  had  the  mortification  to  return  into  England,  with 
the  entire  difappointment  of  the  defign  upon  which  he 
came,  and  believed  the  court  fo  paffionately  bent ;  I 
was  left  at  the  Hague  without  any  thing  more  to  do, 
than  to  perform  the  part  of  a  common  ambaflador ; 
France  was  left  in  pofleflion  of  the  peace  with  Holland 
and  Spain,  and,  by  confequence,  mafl^r  of  that  of  the 
-empire  and  the  north,  upon  their  own  terms;  and 
England  was  left  to  bufy  itfelf  about  a  fire  that  was 
breaking  out  at  home,  with  fo  much  fnioke,  and  fo 
much  noife,  that,  as  it  was  hard  to  difcover  the  bcgin- 
nii^,  fo  it  was  much  harder  to  forefee  the  end  of  it. 

After  the  peace  of  Spain  figned,  and  of  Holland 
ratified,  though  the  ambafladors  of  the  emperor  at 
Nimeguen  were  fallen,  and  thofe  of  Denmark  and  Bran- 
denburg enraged,  yet,  by  the  application  of  the  Dutch 
ambafladors,  the  conferences  were  fet  oa  foot  between 
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them  and  the  French ;  and  Sir  Lionel  received  orders 
from  court  to  return  to  his  funAion,  though  the  re* 
nuining  part  he  had  in  the  afiair  was  rather  that  of  a 
meflenger  than  a  mediator.     The  northern  princes 
continued  their  preparations  and  marches,  as  if  they 
reiblved  to  puilue  the  war;  but  at  the  fame  time 
gave  jealoufies  to  the  Emperor  of  fome  {Mivate  intdli* 
gences  or  n^otiations  of  (eparate  treaties  fet  on  foot 
between  France  and  Denmark,  and  others  between  that . 
crown  and  Brandenburg,  by  monfieur  Defpenfe,  an  old 
fcrvant  of  the  elcdlor,  but  fubjeft  of  France.     On  the 
other  fid^  France  made  great  preparations  to  attack 
the  Empire,  upon  the  pretence  of  forcing  them  into 
the  terms  they  had  prefcribed  for  the  peace  *,  and  thereby 
gave  fo  great  terror  to  the  princes  of  the  Rhine,  that 
Uy  firft  expofed  to  the  fury  of  their  arms,   that  the 
electors  of  Mentz  and  Triers,  and  Duke  of  Newburg, 
fent  away  in  great  hafte  to  the  States,  demanding  and 
defiring  to  be  included  by  them  in  the  peace  they  had 
made,    by  virtue  of  an  article  therein,   which  gave 
them  liberty  within  fix  weeks  to  declare  and  include 
iuch  as  they  fhould  name  tor  their  allies.     But  this 
was  oppoied  by  France,  and  refufed  to  any  particulu- 
prince  of  the  Empire,  and  allowed  only  to  the  Emperor 
and  Empire,    if  they   fhould  jointly   defire    to    be 
declared  and  included  in  tlie  peace  as  an  ally  of  Hol- 
land.    The  duke  of  Lorrain,  about  the  fame  time, 
ledng  the  wh61e  confederacy  breaking  into  fo  many 
feveral  pieces,  and  every  one  minding  only  how  to 
ihift  the  beft  they  could  for  themfelves,  accepted  his 
part  of  the  peace  as  France  had  carved  it  out  im  him  \ 
and  chofe  the  alternative  otlbred  from  that  crown  by 
which  Nancy  was  to  remain  to  France     But  the  Em- 
peror, though  heprofeffed  a'l  the  inclination  that  could 
be  to  fee  the  general  peace  reftored,  yet  he  pretended 
not  to  fuffer  the  terms  of  it  fhould,  like  laws,  be  im- 
pofed  upon  him.     He  confcnted  to  the  re-efbabli(h- 
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ment  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia^  which  fecmed  to  be 
all  that  France  inMed  on;  but  could  not  agree  to  the 
paflag^  demanded  for  their  troops,  whenever  they  found 
it  neceflary  for  the  execution  of  the  faid  treaties ;  and 
this  was  infifted  on  pofitively  by  the  French.  Nor  could 
the  Imperialifts  yield  to  the  ckpendence  pretended  by 
France  of  the  ten  towns  of  Alface  upon  that  crown ; 
which  the  French  demanded  as  fo  lett,  or  at  leaft  in*' 
tended,  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  while  the  Emperor's 
amba£&dors  denied  either  the  fa6t  or  the  intention  of 
that  treaty. 

While  thefedifpoficions,  and  theie  dilEculties,  delayed 
the  treaty  of  the  Emperor,  the  ratifications  of  Spma 
were  likewife  deferred,  by  concert,  as  was  fuppofed, 
between  the  two  houfes  of  Auftria;  fo  as  thie  term 
agreed  for  the  exchange  of  them  was  quite  elapfed,  and 
twice  renewed  or  prolonged  by  France,  at  the  defire  of 
the  States.  But,  during  this  time,  the  French  troops 
made  incurfions  into  the  richefl  parts  of  Flanders,  and 
which  had  been  beft  covered  in  the  time  of  the  war; 
and  there  exacted  fo  great  contributions,  and  made 
fiich  ravages  where  they  were  difputed,  that  the  Spaniih 
Netherlands  were  more  ruined  between  the  fignmg  of 
the  peace,  and  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  man 
they  had  been  in  fo  much  time,  during  the  whole  courie 
of  the  war. 

The  outcries  and  calamities  of  their  fubje&s  in 
Flanders,  at  length  moved  the  Spaniards  out  of  their 
Qow  pace;  but  more,  the  embroilments  of  England 
upon  the  fubjed  of  the  plot  which  took  up  the  minds 
both  of  court  and  parliament,  and  left  them  little  or  no 
regard  for  the  courie  of  foreign  affairs.  This  profpeft 
made  Holland  the  more  eager  upon  ur^ng  the  peace  to 
a  general  iflfue ;  and  France,  making  a  wife  ufe  of  (b 
favourable  a  conjunAure,  prefled  the  Empire,  not  only 
by  the  threats  and  preparations  of  a  fuddeo  invafion, 
but  alio  by  confining  their  o6fers  of  the  peace  to  certain 
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days,  and  raifing  much  higher  demands,  if  thofe  (hould 
expire  before  the  Emperor's  acceptance. 
.  All  thefe  circumftances,  improved  by  the  diligence 
and  abilities  of  the  Dutch  ambalfadors  at  Nim^uen,  at 
length  determined  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  run  the  Ihip 
aftiore,  whatever  came  on  it,  rather  than  keep  out  at 
fea  in  fo  cruel  a  ftorm  a^  they  faw  falling  upon  them, 
and  for  which  they  tcund  themfelves  fo  unprovided. 
The  Spanifh  ratifications  at  length  arrived  :  and  after 
the  winter  far  fpent  in  fruitlels  conteft  by  the  Imperial 
ambafiadors,  and  more  thutlels  hopes  from  England 
by  the  Spaniards  and  other  confederates.  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  gave  notice,  both  to  the  court  and  to  me,  that 
he  looked  upon  the  treaty  between  the  Emperor  and 
France  to  be  as  good  as  concluded  ;  and  foon  after  I 
received  his  majefty's  commands  to  go  immediately 
away  from  the  Hague  toNimeguen,  and  there  aflift  as 
a  mediator  at  the  figning  of  the  peace,  which  then 
appeared  to  be  gener^. 

:  I  never  obeyed  the  king  fo  unwillingly  in  my  life, 
both  upon  account  of  an  errand  fo  unneceflary,  and, 
it  beft,  fo  merely  formal  (which  I  never  had  been 
ufed  to  in  lb  long  a  courfe  of  employments'^ ;  and  like^ 
wife  upon  the  inclemency  of  the  leafon,  which  was  never 
known  fo  great  in  any  man's  memory  as  when  I  fet 
out  from  the  Hague.  I'he  fnow  was  in  many  places 
where  I  palled  near  ten  foot  deep,  and  ways  for  my 
coach  forced  to  be  digged  through  it ;  levcral  poftlxjys 
died  upon  the  road;  and  it  was  ridiculous  to  fee  people 
walk  about  with  long  icicles  from  their  nofcs.  I 
pafled  both  the  Rhine  and  the  Waal,  with  both  coaches 
aitd  waggons  upoa  the  ice  -,  and  never  in  my  lite  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  horn  weather  as  in  this  journey,  in  fpite 
of  all  provifions  I  could  make  againft  it.  The  bcil 
pf  it  was,  that,  I  knew  all  the  way,  it  was  neither 
at  all  material  that  the  mediators  fhould  fign  this 
branch  cf  the  general  peace^  having  figned  none  of 
.2  the 
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the  other;  nor  that  two  fhould  fign  it,  when  one  alone 
had  aflifted  in  the  courfe  of  this  negotiation  fince  it 
was  renewed  between  the  Empire  and  France.  Befides, 
I  was  very  confident  it  would  not  at  laft  be  figned 
by  either  of  us  •,  for  I  could  not  believe  when  it  came 
to  the  point,  the  Emperor's  ambaffadors  fhould  yield 
that  of  precedence  to  the  mediators,  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  treaty,  which  they  never  contented  to  do  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  it :  fo  that  I  looked  upon  the 
favour  of  this  journey,  as  afforded  me  from  the  par* 
ticular  good- will  of  fome  of  my  good  friends  in  the 
foreign  committee ;  taking  a  rife  from  fome  inflances 
of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was  in  one  of  his  ufual 
agonies,  for  fear  of  being  left  in  the  way  of  figning 
alone  a  treaty,  which  he  neither  was  pleafed  with 
himfelf,  nor  believed  many  people  in  England  like 
to  be. 

I  arrived  at  Nimeguen  the  end  of  January  1678-9, 
and  found  all  concluded,  and  ready  to  fign,  as  Sir 
Lionel  believed ;  yet  the  Imperialifts  made  a  vigorous 
effort  in  two  conferences,  after  my  arrival,  to  gain 
fome  eafe  in  the  points  of  Lorrain,  and  the  dependence 
of  the  ten  towns  in  Alface,  wherein  they  thought 
tfiemfelves  the  mofl  hardly  ufed  of  any  others,  and  in 
the  firft,  their  mailer's  honour  and  juflice  mofl  con- 
cerned ;  fo  as  Count  Kinfki  made  a  mien  of  abfolutely 
breaking,  without  fome  relief  upon  them.  But  the 
French  ambafladors  knew  too  well  the  forcfe  of  the 
cohjunfture,  and  die  necefllty  laid  upon  the  Emperor 
by  the  Dutch  and  Spanifh  peace,  to  pafs  the  fame  way, 
or  leap  out  of  the  window  -,  and  they  were  too  fkilful 
not  to  make  ufe  of  it,  or  to  give  any  ground  to  all 
the  inftances  or  threats  of  the  Imperialifts.  Thefe,  on 
the  other  fide,  durft  not  venture  the  expiration  of  the 
laft  day  given  them  by  France,  nor  the  rcferve  made 
in  that  cafe  bf  exafting  new  and  harder  terms.  So  as 
the   peace   was    figned  about   three    days  after   my 
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arrival.  The  poor  duke  of  Lorrain  thou|^  UmiUf 
preiled  with  fuch  hard0up3  upon  bcHh  the  ^neffiadt^ 
that  he  could  not  rtfolve  to  accept  oi*  dther  1  for,  ia 
that  he  had  chofen,  not  only  his  duchy  was  dUhiein* 
bercd  of  Icveral  great  parts  wholly  cut  off,  but  the  reft 
teft  at  the  Freo(£  difcretion ;  who  infifted  upon  neat 
^ces  of  ground  left  them  in  propriety,  quite  oog  his 
country,  tor  the  march  of  their  armies,  whenever  they 
fliould  pretend  occafion:  fo  this  noble^  but  uafor* 
tunate  prince,  was  left  wholly  out  of  the  treaty,  and 
of  his  country;  contrary  to  the  direift  and  repeated 
engagements  of  the  confederates,  and  the  intentions  of 
his  majefty,  as  he  often  declared  in  the  whole  courfe  (^ 
the  treaty. 

When  it  was  ready  to  fign,  the  French  ambaflTa^irs 
oHered  to  yield  the  precedence  in  figning  it  to  us  as 
mediators,  which  they  had  done  very  frankly  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  diis  allembly;  but  the  Imperialifts, 
when  it  came  to  the  point,  downright  rcfufed  it ;  and 
we,  according  to  our  primitive  orders,  refufed  to  ^n 
without  it ;  and,  by  our  offers,  gained  only  the  p(Mnt 
of  having  that  determined  againft  us,  which  till  this 
time  had  always  remained  in  fufpenfc. 

Whilft  I  ftaid  at  Nimeguen,  I  had  a  (heet  of  paper 
fent  me  from  an  unknown  hand,  written  in  Latin,  but 
in  a  fly Ic- and  character  that  difcovered  it  to  be  by  fome 
German :  the  fubjeA  of  it  was  a  long  comment  upon 
ft  quatrain  recited  out  of  Nofiredamus. 

Ne  fous  Us  embres  d^une  joumie  milume 

Sera  en  las  et  bcnti  fotffDtrain^ 
Fera  renaiftre  k  fang  de  Vantiaue^  urne 

Et  cbaijgera  en  or  le  Jiecle  Jtairain. 

Under  the  Jhades  of  a  noSurnal  day  being  ionty 
In  glory  and  gccdmfs  fovereign  fhall  fkine^ 

Shall 
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ShdL  caufe  to  Jpring  again  the  blood  oUbe  antierU  urn^ 
'  Atd^  iiUo  gold^  the  brazen  age  refine^ 

The  fcopc  of  the  whole  difcourfe  was  to  prove  the 
prince  of  Orange's  beiog  by  it  defigned  for  the  crown 
of  England,  and  how  much  glory  and  felicity  fhould 
attend  that  age  and  reign.     I  could  not  but  mention 
it,    becaufe  1  thought  uie  interpretation  ingenioufly 
found  out  and  ajpmied,  having  otherwife  very  little 
regard  for  any  fucn  kind  of  prediftions,    that  are  fo 
apt  to  amuie  the  world.     And  thou^  the  preient 
&ue  of  the  Royal  family  leave  not  this  without  ap- 
pearance of  arriving  at  one  dme  or  other,  vet  it  is  at 
too  great  a  diftance  for  my  eyes,   which,    by  the. 
courte  of  nature,  muft  be  clofed  long  before  fuch  an 
event  is  like  to  fucceed.     The  author  of  this  paper 
made  the  fiiades  of  a  nodurnal  day  to  fignify  the 
deqp  mourning  of  the  princeis  royal's  chamber,  with 
the  lamps  hung  about  it,    which,    by  the  windows 
being  kept  fhut,  left  no  other  light  in  it  that  morn- 
ing the  prince  was  bom  (which  was  foon  after  his 
father's  death).    Reftoring  the  blood  of  the  antient 
urn,  was  that  of  Bourbon,  or  of  Charlemaigne,  from 
whom  the  prince  was  faid  to  defcend.    The  reft  was 
only  panegyrick  upon  his  virtues,    and  the  general 
praife  fhoiud  attend  them,  and  the  golden  ag^  he  {hould 
rcftore. 

The  day  after  the  treaty  was  figned  I  left  Nimeguen, 
and  returned  to  the  Hague,  after  a  cruel  fatigue  and 
expence ;  which  was  rendered  the  more  agreeable,  when, 
upon  my  going  into  England  foon  after,  I  found 
myfelf  in  above  feven  thoufand  pounds  in  arrear  at  the 
treafury :  and  though,  with  much  trouble  and  del^-y, 
and  fome  worfe  circumftances  (to  engage  men  that  were 
more  dexterous  than  I  in  fuch  purfuits)  I  recovered 
the  reft  of  my  debt;  yet  two  and  twenty  hundred 
pounds,  due  to  me  for  this  laft  embafly,  continues 
2  to 
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to  this  day  a  defperate  debt,  and  mark  upon  me  how 
unfit  I  am  for  a  court  •,  and  Mr.  Godol[^in»  after 
having  both  faid  and  writ  to  me,  that  he  would  move 
to  have' my  ftatue  fet  up  if  I  compafled  that  treaty, 
has  fat  feveral  years  fmce  in  the  treafury,  and  fecn  me 
want  the  very  money  I  laid  out  of  my  own  purfc  in 
tha£  fervice,  and  which  I  am  like  to  leave  a  debt  upon 
my  eftate  and  family. 

I  (hall  not  trouble  myfelf  with  obfcrving  the  remain- 
ing paces  of  the  general  peace,  by  that  of  the  north; 
which  was  left  to  be  made  at  the  mercy  of  France. 
And  though  Denmark  and  Brandenburg  looked  big, 
and  Ijpoke  high  for  a  time  after  the  peace  between  the 
Empire  and  France,  pretending  they  would  defend  what 
they  had  conquered  trom  the  Swedes  in  Germany  ;  yet 
upon  the  march  of  the  French  troops  into  the  Branden- 
burg country,  both  thofe  princes  made  what  haftethey 
could  to  finilh  their  feparate  treaties  with  France ;  and, 
upon  certain  fums  of  money  agreed  on,  delivered  up 
all  they  had  gained  in  this  war  to  the  crown  of  Sweden. 
Thus  Chriftendom  was  left  for  the  prefent  in  a  general 
peace,  and  France  to  purfue  what  they  could  gain  upon 
their  neighbours  by  their  pretenfions  of  dej)endences, 
and  by  the  droit  de  bicnfeance  [the  right  of  conve- 
niency]  •,    which   they  purfued    with  fuch  imperious 
methods,  both  againft  the  Empire  and  the  Spaniards, 
as  rendered  their  acquificions  after  the  peace  greater, 
at  leaft  in  conlequence,  than  what  they  had  gained  by 
the  war  :  fmce  not  only  great  tracts  ot  country,  upon 
the  icore  of  dependences,  but  Strafburg  and  Luxem- 
burg tell   as  facrificcs  to  their  ambition    without  any 
neighbouring  Prince  or  State  concerning  thnnfclvcs  in 
their  relief.     But  thefe  enterprifes  I   leave  to   fome 
others  obfx^rvations. 

Very  foon  after  my  arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  king 
lent  ine  orders  to  provide  for  my  return  as  foon  as  I 
could  pciTibly  be  ready  -,    and  bid  me  acquaint  tlu! 

priiKe 
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prince  and  the  States,  that  he  had  fcnt  for  me  over  to 
come  into  the  place  of  firft  fecrctary  of  State  in 
Mr.  Coventry's  room.  My  lord  treafurer  writ  %o  mc 
to  the  fame  purpofe,and  with  morcefteem  than  I.coiild 
pretend  to  deferve,  telling  me,  among  other  things, 
tliey  were  fallen  into  a  cruel  difeafe,  and  had  need  of 
fo  able  a  phyfician.  This  put  me  in  mind  of  a  ftory 
of  Dr.  Prujean  (the  greateft  of  that  profeffion  in  our' 
time)  and  which  I  told  my  friends  that  were  with  mc 
when  thefe  letters  came.  A  certain  lady  came  to 
the  doftor  in  great  trouble  about  her  daughter. 
Why,  what  ails  Ihe  ?  Alas,  do6tor,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but  fhe  has  loft  her  humour,  her  looks,  her  ftomach; 
her  ftrength  confumes  every  day,  fo,  as  we  fear  fhc 
cannot  live.  Why  do  not  you  marry  her?  Alas, 
doctor,  that  we  would  fain  do,  and  have  offered  her  as 
good  a  match  as  Ihe  could  ever  expert,  but  fhe  will  not 
hear  of  marrying.  Is  there  no  other,  do  you  think,  that 
fhc  woilld  be  content  to  marry  ?  Ah  doftor !  that  is  it 
that  troubles  us  -,  for  there  is  a  young  gentleman  wc 
doubt  fhe  loves,  that  her  father  and  I  can  never  confent 
to.  Why  look  you,  madam,  replies  the  doftor  gravely 
(being  among  all  his  books  in  his  clofet)  then  the  cafe 
is  this,  your  daughter  would  marry  one  man,  and  you 
would  have  her  marry  another :  in  all  my  books  I  find 
no  remedy  for  fuch  a  difeafe  as  this.  I  confefs,  I 
efleemed  the  cafe  as  defperate  in  a  political  as  in  a  na- 
tural body,  and  as  little  to  be  attempted  by  a  man,  who 
neither  ever  had  his  own  fortune  at  heart  (which  fuch 
conjunftures  arc  only  proper  for)  nor  ever  could  refblve 
upon  any  purfuits  of  it,  to  go  againft  either  the  true 
inrerefl  or  the  laws  of  his  country  -,  one  of  which  is 
commonly  endangered  upon  the  fatal  misfortune  of 
fuch  divifions  in  a  kingdom  :  I  chofe  therefore  to  make 
my  excufes  both  to  the  king  and  to  my  lord  treafurer, 
and  defircd  leave  to  go  to  Florence,  and  difcharge 
inyfelf  of  a  promife   I  had  made  fome  years   pall 

of 
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of  a  vifit  to  the  great  duke,  the  fir(t  time  I  had 
leifure  from  my  public  employments.  Inflcad  of  grant- 
ing this  fuit,  the  kingfent  a  yachtfor  me,  towards  the 
latter  end  c^  February  1678-9,  with  orders  to  come 
immediatelv  away  to  enter  upon  the  fixretary's  office 
about  the  fame  time  with  my  lord  Sunderland,  who 
was  brought  into  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfpn*s  place.  I 
obeyed  his  msyefty,  and  acquainted  the  prince  and 
States  with  my  journey,  and  the  defign  of  it,  according 
to  tus  command ;  who  made  me  compliments  upon 
both,  and  would  have  had  me  believe,  that  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  was  to  make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  the 
amoafl^or.  But  I  tokl  the  prince,  that  though  I 
mufl  go,  yet,  if  I  found  the  icene  what  it  appeared  to 
us  at  that  diilance,  I  would  not  charge  myfelf  with  that 
employment  upon  any  terms  that  could  be  oflfered  me. 
We  knew  very  well  in  Holland,  that  both  houfeis  of 
parliament  beUeved  the  plot:  that  the  clergy,  the  city, 
ttie  country  in  general  did  fo  too,  or  at  leafl  purfued 
it  as  if  .they  all  oelieved  it.  We  knew  that  the  king 
and  fome  of  the  court  believed  nothing  of  it,  and  yet 
thought  not  fit  to  own  that  c^ioion:  and  the  prince 
told  me,  he  had  reafon  to  be  confident  that  the  king 
was  in  his  heart  a  Roman*Catholic,  though  he  durlt 
not  profcfs  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  knew  not  what 
to  believe  on  one  fide  or  t'other ;  but  thought  it  eafy 
to  prefage,  from  fuch  contrary  winds  and  tides,  fuch 
a  uorm  mufl  rife,  as  would  tear  the  fhip  in  pieces, 
whatever  hand  were  at  the  helm. 

At  my  arrival  in  England,  about  the  latter  end  of 
February,  I  found  the  king  had  difTolved  a  parliament 
that  had  fat  eighteen  years,  and  given  great  teftimo- 
lyes  of  loyalty  and  compliance  with  his  majefly,  till 
dicy  broke  firft  into  heats  upon  the  French  alliances, 
and  at  lall  into  flames  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  plot : 
I  found  a  new  parliament  was  called  j  and  that,  to 
make  way  for  a  cahner  fcfTion,  the  refolution  had  been 
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taken  at  court  for  the  duke's  going  over  into  Holland^ 
who  embarked  the  day  after  my  arrival  at  London. 
The  eledions  of  the  enfuing  parliament  were  (b  eagerly^ 
purfued,  that  all  were  in  a  manner  engaged  before  I 
came  over;   and,  by  the  difpolitions  that  appeared 
in  both  deftors  and  ele6ted,  it  was  eafy  to  prdage  ill 
what  temper  the  houfes  were  like  to  meet :    my  lord 
Shaftefbury,  mylcmlEflex,  and  my  lord  Hallilax  had 
ftrrick  up  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  reiblving  to 
nudce  uk  of  his  credit  with  the  king,  and  to  fuppott 
it  by  theirs  in  the  parliament :    and  though  the  firft 
had  been  as  deep  as  any  in  the  counfels  of  the  cabal, 
while  he  was  chancellor,  yet  all  three  had  now  fallen 
in  with  the  common  humour  againft  the  court  and 
the  miniftry,  endeavouring  to  inflame  the  difcontents 
againft  both ;  and  agreed  among  diemfelves,  that  none 
ot  them  would  come  into  court,  unlefs  they  did  it 
all  together ;  which  was  obfervcd  like  other  common 
ftrains  of  court.fiiendfhips.     Sir  William  Coventry  had 
the  moft  credit  of  any  man  in  the  houfc  of  commons, 
and,  I  think,  the  moft  defcrvedly,    not  only  for  his 
great  abilities,  but*fbr  having  been  turned  out  of  the 
council  and  treafury,to  make  way  for  my  lordCliffonTs 
greatnefs,  and  the  defigns  of  the  cabal.     He  had  been 
ever  fince  i^pofite  to  the  French  alliances,  and  bent 
upon  engaging  England  in  a  war  with  that  crown,  and 
afliftance  oT  the  confederates  -,  and  was  now  extremely 
diflatisBed  with  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  with 
die  miniftry,  that  he  thought  either  aflifted,   or  at 
leaft  might  have  prevented  it ;  and  in  thefe  difpofitions 
he  was  like  to  be  followed  by  the  beft  and  fobercft 
part  of  the  houfc  of  commons.     For  my  lord  trea- 
forer  and  lord  chamberlain,   I  found  them  two  moft 
admirable  emblems  of  the  true,*  and  fo  much  admired 
felicity  of  minifters  of  ftate :   the  laft,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  greatcft  (kill  of  court,    and  the  beft  turns 
ot  wit  in  particular  converfacion  diat  I  have  known 

there. 
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there,  and  the  great  figure  he  made  in  the  firft  part  of 
thefe  memoirs,  was  now  grown  out  of  all  credit  and 
^confidence  with  the  king,  Ac  duke,  and  prince  of 
Orange ;  and  thereby  forced  to  fupport  himfelf  by 
intrigues  with  the  perfons  moft  dilcontented  againll 
my  lord  treafurer's  miniftry,  whofe  greatnefs  he  fo 
much  envied :  and  who  was  yet  at  this  time  in  much 
worle  condition  than  himfelf,  though  not  io  fenfible 
of  it ;  for  he  had  been  very  ill  with  the  late  parlia- 
ment upon  account  of  a  tranla&ion  with  France,  which 
though  he  had  not  approved,  yet  he  duril  not  defend 
himlelf  from  the  imputation,  for  fear  of  expofing  his 
mailer ;  he  was  hated  by  the  French  ambaflador,  for 
endeavouring  (as  he  thought)  to  engage  the  king  in 
a  war  with  France  ;  he  was  in  danger  of  being  pur- 
fued  by  his  enemies  next  parliament,  for  having  (as 
they  pretended)  made  the  peace,  and  endeavoured  to 
iHfle  the  plot :  and  yet  I  found,  within  a  fortnight 
after  I  arrived,  that  he  fat  very  loofe  with  the  king 
his  mafter,  who  told  me  feveral  reafons  of  that  change ; 
whereof  one  was,  his  having  brought  the  bufinefs  of 
the  plot  into  the  parliament  againft  his  abfolute  com- 
mand: and,,  to  complete  the  happy  and  envied  (late 
of  this  chief  minifter,  the  duchefs  of  Portfmouth  and 
earl  of  Sunderland  were  joined  with  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  earl  of  Shafteibury  in  the  defign  of 
his  ruin.  What  a  game  fo  embroiled,  and  played 
on  all  fides  with  fo  much  heat  and  paffion,  was  like 
to  end  in,  no  man  could  tell :  but  I,  that  never  had 
any  thing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  union  of  my  country, 
which  I  thought  the  only  way  to  its  greatnefs  and 
feUcity,  was  very  unwilling  to  have  any  part  in  the 
•  divifions  of  it  -,  the  deplorable  effeds  whereof  I  had 
been  too  much  acquainted  with  in  the  ftories  of 
Athens  and  Rome,  as  well  as  of  England  and  France  : 
and  tor  this  realbn,  though  I  was  very  much  preflcd 
to  enter  upon  the  fecretary's  office  immediately  after 

my 
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my  arrival,  yet  I  delayed  it,  by,  reprefenting  to  his 
majefty  how  ncceflary  it  was  for  him  to  have  one  of 
the  fecretaries  in  the  houfe  of  commons  (where  it 
had  been  ufual  to  have  them  both)  and  that  confequendy 
it  was  very  unfit  for  me  to  enter  upon  that  ofiice 
before  I  got  into  the  houie,  which  was  attempted^ 
and  failed  :  but  how  long  this  excufe  laded,  and  how 
it  was  fucceeded  by  many  new  and  various  accidents, 
and  how  I  was  prevailed  with  by  the  king  to  have  the 
part  I  had  afterwards  in  a  new  conftitution  of  council; 
and  how,  after  almoft  two  years  unfuccdsfiil  endea- 
vours at  feme  union,  or  at  lead  fome  allay  of  the 
heats  and  diftempers  between  the  king  and  his  parlia- 
ments, I*  took  the  refolution  of  having  no  more  to 
do  with  affairs  of  ftatc ;  will  be  the  fubjeft  of  a  third 
part  of  thefe  memoirs. 
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Author's  Retirement  from  public  Bufinefs. 
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PREFACE. 

IT  IMS  perJeSify  in  compliance  to  jhme  perfonsy  for 
wboje  opinion  I  have  great  deference y  that  I  fo 
long  wttb  beU  the  publication  of  the  following  papers. 
libeyfeemed  to  thinks  that  the  freedom  ofpajjages  in 
tbeje  Memoirs  might  give  offence  to  federal  who  were 
JHU  alive  \  and  wbofe  part  in  tbofe  affairs  ^  which 
are  here  related^  could  not  be  transmitted  to  pojierity 
with  any  advantage  to  their  reputation.  But, 
whither  this  objeSiion  be  in  itfelf  of  much  weighty 
mm  perhaps  be  difputed\  at  leaft  itJhouldhan)e  little 
wftb  me,  who  am  under  no  refraint  in  that  parti-- 
cutar  \  fnce  I  am  not  of  an  age  to  remember  thofe 
tranjaBionSy  nor  had  any  acquaintance  with  iixfe 
perfms  whoje  counfels  or  proceedings  are  condemned, 
and  who  are  all  of  them  now  dead. 

But,  as  this  author  is  very  free  in  expojing  the 
weaknefs  and  corruptions  of  ill  minifters,  fo  he  is  as 
ready  to  commend  the  abilities  and  virtue  of  others, 
as  may  be  obferved  from  fever al  paffages  of  thefe 
Memoirs  -,  particularly,  of  the  late  earl  of  Sunderland, 
with  whom  the  author  continued  in  the  mojl  intimate 
friend/hip  to  his  death ;  and  who  was  father  of  that 
mo/9  learned  and  excellent  lord,  now  fecretary  of 
ftate;  as  likewife ,  of  the  prefent  earl  of  Ro^ 
cbefier ;  and  the  earl  ofGodoIphin,  now  lord  treafurer, 
nprefmted  by  this  impartial  author  as  a  per  Jon  at 
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that  time  dcfervedly  intrufied  with  Jo  great  a  part 
in  the  prime  minijiry  \  an  office  be  now  executes 
again  ivith  filch  univerfal  applauje^  Jo  much  to  the 
queens  honour  and  his  own^  and  to  the  addt^ta^  of 
bis  country^  as  well  as  of  the  whole  confederacy.   ' 

There  are  two  objections  I  have  fometimes  beard 
to  have  been  offered  againjl  tbofe  Metnoirs  that  noere 
printed  in  the  authors  life^time^  and  which  theft 
now  publijl:ed  may^  perhaps^  be  equally  liable  t^ 
Fir/ly  as  to  the  matter-,  that  the  author fpeah  too 
much  of  himfclf:  nextj  as  to  the  fiyle\  that  be 
affeSls  the  ufe  of  French  ivords^  as  well  as  fome  turns 
of  exprcfjion  peculiar  to  that  language. 

I  believe y  thofe^  who  make  the  former  criticifm^ 
do  not  well  confider  the  nature  of  Memoirs.  *T^is  to 
the  French  (if  I  miflake  not)  we  chiefly  owe  that 
manner  of  writing  \  and  Sir  William  Temple  is 
not  only  the  firji^  but  I  think  the  only^  Englijhman 
(at  leaft  of  any  confequence)  who  ever  attempted  it. 
The  befl  French  memoirs  are  writ  by  fucb  perfons  as 
were  the  prificipal  actors  in  tbofe  tranfailions  they 
pretend  to  relate  y  whether  of.  wars  or  negotiations. 
Tbofe  of  Sir  JVilliam  Temple  are  of  the  fame  na* 
tare ;  and  therefore  ^  in  my  judgment  ^  the  publijher 
(who  fent  them  into  the  world  without  the  authors 
privity)  gave  them  a  wrong  title,  when  be  called 
them  Memoirs  of  what  puffed  in  Chriftendom,  &c. 
whereas  it  jhoulJ  rather  have  been.  Memoirs  of  the 
.treaty  at  Ni?neguen^  which  was  plainly  the  f^nfe 
of  the  author^  who  in  the  epijlle  tells  his  fon,  tbaty 
in  cofnpUance  with  his  defire^  he  will  leave  him 
fome  memoirs  of  what  paffed  in  bis  public  employ- 
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ments  abroad:    and   in  the  book  itfelf,    'when   be 
deduces  an  account  oftbejlate  ofivar  in  Chriftaidcm^ 
he  fays  it  is  only  to  prepare  the  reader  for  a  relation 
of  that  famous  treaty  ;    where  be  and  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  were  the  only  mediators  tbt!t  continued  any 
confiderabk  time\    and  as  the  authr  iL-as  frjl  in 
commij/iony  fo  in  point  of  abilities  or  credit  ^  either 
abroad  or  at  homCy  there  "xas  no  fort  of  comparifon 
between  the  two  perfons.     Tbofe  memoirs  therefore 
are  prcperly  a  relation  of  a  general  treaty  of  peace  ^ 
wherein  the  author  bad  the  principal^  as  well  as  the 
mofl  honourable  party  in  quality  of  mediator ;  fo  that 
the  frequent  mention  of  himfelffeems  not  only  cxci fable 
but  neceffary.     Ihefame  may  be  offered  in  defence  of 
the  following  papers^    becaufe^    during  the  greate/i 
part  of  the  period  they  treat  of\  the  author  was  in 
chief  confidence  with  the  king  ^  his  majier.     To  which 
it  may  be  added y  tkaty  in  the  few  preliminary  liiies 
at  the  head  of  tbefirji  pagCy  the  author  profeffes  he 
writ  thofe  papers  for  the  fatisfaSlion  of  bis  friends 
hereafter y  upon  the  grounds  of  his  retirement y  a?id 
bis  refilution   never  to  meddle  again   with  public 
affmrs. 

As  to  the  objeSlion  againft  the  fiyle  of  the  former 
memoirsy  that  it  abounds  in  French  words  and  turns 
of  exprejion ;  it  is  to  be  confideredy  thaty  at  the 
treaty  ofNimegueny  all  bufinefs^  either  by  writing 
or  difcourfey  paffed  in  the  French  tongue  \  and  the 
author  having  lived  fo  many  years  abroad  in  that  and 
former  embaffieSy  where  all  buftnefsy  as  well  as.  con- 
verfationy  ran  in  that  languagCy  it  was  hardly  pof- 
fibie  for  him  to  write  upon  public  affairs  without  fonte 
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tinBtire  of  it  in  bis  fiyle  \  thm^b  in  Us  ether 
wrilingSy  there  be  little  ornotbif^  af  it  to  be  Mfiftdi 
and  J  as  he  bos  often  affured  me^  it  was  a  tbif^  be 
never  affeBedi  foy  upon  the  obje&ions  made  ta  bis 
fonner  memoirs ^  he  blotted  out  fome  French  words  in 
tbefey  and  placed  Englijb  in  their  fteetd^  tboe^ 
perhaps  not  fo  fgrnficant. 

Inhere  is  one  thing  proper  to  inform  the  reader^ 
why  thefe  memoirs  are  called  the  third  part^  there 
having  never  been  puhlijhed  but  one  part  before^ 
where  y  in  the  begiwitngy  the  author  mentions  a  former 
party  and  in  the  conclufion  promifes  a  tlnrd.  72r 
fubjeB  ofthefirjl  part  was  chief y  the  triple  alliancey 
during  the  negotiation  of  which  nt/  lord  Arht^ton 
wasjecretary  of  flatey  and  chief  numfler:  Sir  IVil^ 
Ham  temple  often  affured  me^  he  bad  buna  tho/e 
memoirs  j  ana  for  that  r aj/^  was  content  bis  letterSy 
during  his  emhaffies  at  the  Hague  andAix  la  CbapelUy 
Jhould  be  printed  after  his  deaths  in  fome  mamur 
tofupply  that  lofs. 

TVkat  it  was  that  moved  Sir  JVilliam  Temfde  to 
burn  thofe  firfi  memoir Sy  may  perhaps  be  canjeBured 
from  fome  paffages  in  the  fecond  part  formerly 
printed:  in  one  place  the  author  has  thefe  wordsy 
*^  My  lord  Arlington^  who  madefo  great  afgure  in  the 
*'  former  part  of  thefe  Memoirsy  was  now  grown  cut 
"  of  all  credit^'*  &V.  In  other  parts  he  tells  u^  tlkst 
hrd  was  of  the  minijlry  which  broke  the  triple  league ; 
advifed  the  Dutch  war  and  French  alliance ;  andy 
in  JJoorty  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  thofe  ruinous 
meafures  which  the  court  of  England  was  then  taking ; 
fo  tbaty  as  J  have  b^en  told  from  a  good  handy  and 
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as  it  Jems  veryprotailtj  be  c&uUmt  ttink  tbat  lard 
aperfinfit  to  be  celehrateifor  bis  part  inforfoard^ 
ifig  tbat  famous  league  wbile  be  wasfecretary  offiate^ 
wo  bad  made  fiicb  counterpaces  to  deftrcy  tt.  Jit 
tbe  end  I  bave  Jid^oined  an  Appendix  contaimng^ 
brides  one  or  two  other  particulars  j  a  fpeeeb  of  Sir 
William  Temples  in  the  boufe  of  commons^  mid  an 
anfkoer  of  toe  kirk's  to  an  addrefs  of  tbat  boufe^ 
relatifig  to  tbe  bill  of  exclufion^  botb  wbicb  are  men^ 
turned  in  tbefe  memoirs. 

I  bave  onh  farther  to  inform  tbe  reader^  tbat 
edtbmtgb  tbefe  p^^s  were  correBed  by  the  author^ 
yet  hi  bad  once  intended  to  infert  Jome  additions  in 
fsveral  places^  as  appeared  by  certain  bints  or  memo^ 
randums  in  tbe  margin^  but  whether  they  were 
mmtted  out  of  forgetfuhefs^  negleSl^  or  want  of 
beabb,  I  cannot  determine:  one  paffage  relating  to 
Sir  William  Jones  be  was  pleafed  to  tell  me^  md  I 
bave  added  it  in  tbe  appendix.  Tie  rejl  I  know 
nothing  of\  hut  the  thread  of  tbe  fory  is  entire 
witbtmt  them. 


Jonathan  Swift. 
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The    THIRD    PART, 

[Written  for  the  fatisfat^on  of  my  friends  hereafter,  upon 
the  grounds  of  my  retirement,  and  refolution  never  to 
meddle  again  with  any  public  affairs  from  this  prefent 
Fihruarjy  i68o-i.] 

UPON  my  return  ffom  Nimeguen  to  the 
Hague,  a^er  the  Emperor^s  ambaffadors  having 
I|gned  the  peace,  the  king  figni&ed  his  pleafure  to 
me,  by  a  letter  from  my.  lord  *  treafurer,  that  he 
would  have  me  come  over  to  enter  into  the  fecrc- 
tary's  office  in  Mr.  Coventry's  room,  according  to 
the  refolution  he  had  taken  the  year  before,  when  he 
fent  for  me  over  into  England  from  Nimeguen  to  that 
purpofe. 

I  fent  my  humble  acknowledgments  to  the  king, 
in  my  anfwer  to  the  lord  treafurer' s  letter;  but 
withal  my  humble  excufes  for  not  putting  his  ma- 
jefly  upon  the  ufe  of  an  old  beaten  horfe,  in  fuch 
hard  fervice  as  I  took  that  flation  then  to  be ;  and 
propofed  my  collegue,  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  for  that 
purpofe.  And  having  long  promifed  the  great  duke, 
that  I  would  make  him  a  vific  at  Florence,  if  I  lived  5 
I  turned  my  thoughts  wholly  to  get  leave  for  that 
journey,  as  foon  as  the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  fhould 
wholly  break  up,  as  it  was  like  to  do  fome  time  that 
fpring,  1678-9, 

This  gave  fome  refpite  at  court  to  the  refolutions  of 
my  return,  and  an  overture  for  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's 
coming  over  in  my  room  ;  fo  that  I  prepared  for  a  fhort 
return  to  Nimeguen;  when  moft  unexpeftedly  came  a 

•  Earl  of  Danfyt    fffterwards  dukt  of  Letds. 

yacht 


490       Memoirs  from  the  Peace  in  1679, 

yacht  to  Rotterdam,  with  letters  from  my  lord  tiea- 
furer,  and  from  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had 
newly  fucceeded  Sir  Jofeph  Williamibn.  And,  in 
both  thofe  difpatches,  there  was  a  pofitire  command 
from  the  king,  for  my  immediate  rmair  into  England^ 
in  order  to  my  entering  upon  die  tecretary's  omct. 

The  king  writ  the  fame  thing  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
prince,  and  gave  him  leave  to  acquaint  the  States  with 
it,  which  he  ciid,  as  a  thing  he  thought  they  would  be 
pleafed  with  fas  he  was  himielf,  and  indeed  all  my 
niends :)  though  while  I  was  forced  to  fiay  at  the 
Hag;ue,  about  a  fortnight  before  my  embaiidng,  they 
%all  tound  me  in*  very  different  thou^ts,  both  upon  my 
difcourfes  and  my  letters :  infomuch  that  die  prince 
told  me,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  predefHnation, 
that  I  fhould  be  fecretary  of  ilate  at  laft,  in  fpite  c^  all 
I  had  done  fo  long  to  avoid  it 

Upon  my  arrival  in  England,  I  met  with  the  moft 
furprifing  fcene  that  ever  was:  the  long  parliament 
diflblved,  and  the  refblution  taken  for  the  duke'^  gouig 
into  Holland,  and  that  he  was  to  part  next  day :  lo  ' 
that  I  had  only  one  occ^on  of  fpeaking  to  him ;  when 
he  told  me  with  great  freedom  the  paces  that  had  been 
made  towards  that  reiblution,  much  againft  his  own 
opinion,  and  bid  me  remember  what  he  foretold  me, 
that  however  this  was  thought  likely  to  ftop  the 
violent  humour  then  raifed  by  the  plot,  yet  I  fhould 
fee  it  would  go  on  next  to  my  lord  treaiurer*s  ruin^ 
though  he  did  not  exped  it. 

When  the  duke  was  gone,  and  the  king  had  tol(^ 
me,  with  the  greateft  kindnefs  that  could  be,  of  hi^ 
refolution  to  have  me  fecretary ;  and  that  I  had  ncn 
reafon  to  take  it  well,  becaufe  he  knew  not  one  macrr 
befides  in  England  that  was  fit  for  it  upon  Mr.  Coven 
try's  removal :  and  on  the  other  fide,  my  friends  hacr: 
told  me,  they  had  the  money  ready  for  me  to  lay  down^- 
•which  was  five  thoufand  pounds  j   I  began  to  confidcr  f 
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the  ground,  and  the  journey,  and  my  own  ftrengch  to 
go  through  with  it.  I  found  nothing  10  neceflarv  tor  his 
majefty's  affairs  abroad,  and  thole  of  Chriftendom,  as 
ereat  uni<Mi  at  home^  which  might  enable  him  to  make 
luch  a  figure  as  the  prefervation  of  his  allies  required; 
and  indeed  the  general  intentft  of  ChriAendom ;  which 
ieemed  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  majefty's  meafures. 
On  the  other  fide,  I  never  faw  greater  difturbance 
in  men's  minds  at  home,  than  had  been  raifed  by 
the  plot,  and  the  purfuit  of  it  in  the  parliament ; 
and  obferved,  that  though  it  was  generally  believed 
by  both  houfes,  by  city  and  country,  by  clergy  and 
laity  (  yet  vrhen  I  talked  with  fome  of  my  friends  ia 
private,  who  ought  beft  to  know  the  bottom  of  it^ 
they  only  concluded  diat  it  was  yet  myfterious ;  that 
they  could  not  fay  the  king  believed  it ;  but,  however, 
that  the  parliament  and  nation  were  fo  generally  and 
ftrongly  poflef&d  with  it,  that  it  muft  of  neceflity  be 
purfiied  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it  was  fb  or  no : 
and  that,  without  the  king's  uniting  with  his  people 
upon  this  point,  he  would  never  grow  either  into 
cafe  at  home,  or  confideration  abroad. 

Upon  three  days  thought  of  this  whole  affair,  I 
concluded  it  a  fcene  unfit  for  fuch  a6tors  as  I  knew 
mylelf  to  be  5  and  refblved  to  avoid  the  fccretary's 
place,  or  any  other  publick  employment  at  home,  my 
charader  abroad  (mi  continuing.  This  I  acquainted 
my  neareft  friends  with;  ordered  the  money  to  be 
returned,  which  had  been  provided  by  them ;  and  fell 
into  the  confutations  how  I  might  get  oflF  this  point, 
without  any  thmg  that  might  appear  undutiful  or 
ungrateful  to  his  majefty. 

The  eledions  were  canvaffing  for  a  new  parliament, 
and  I  ordered  my  pretenfions  lo  as  they  came  to  fail. 
In  the  mean  time  I  deferred  my  entering  into  the 
fccretary's  place,  till  I  might  likewife  enter  into  the 
houfe  of  commons,  which  both  his  majefty  and  lord 
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xreafurer  were  fatisfied  with,  though  not  lord  Sunder* 
land.  But  when  that  parliament  was  choien,  and  I 
not  of.  die  houfc,  I  reprefented  to  his  majeity  how 
tinfit  it  was  to  have  a  parliament  nieet  without  his 
having  one  fecretary  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
how  ufeful  Mr.  Coventry  would  be  to  him  there-, 
and  fo  obtained  a  refpite  till  I  could  be  chofen  of  the 
houfe  'y  which  was  endeavoured  upon  each  doubtiul 
deftion,  efpecially  that  at  Wiadfof,  but  however  could 
not  be  carried. 

The  lliort  parliament  met,  with  the  difputesbet\\-een 
the  court  and  the  commons  about  the  fpeaker,  begun 
indeed  upon  a  pique  between  the  ■  treal'urer  and  Ivlr. 
Seymour  [afterwards  Sir  Edward  Seymour]  or  ratht  r 
between  my  lady  Danby  and  him.  However  it 
was,  this  foon  ran  the  houfe  into  fuch  violences 
againft  my  lord  treafurer,  as  ended  in  his  ruin ;  firll 
by  the  king's  fudden  refolution  to  remove  him,  then 
by  the  commons  continuing  their  purfuits  and  impeach- 
ments*, andlaft,  by  his  lordlhip'sfirO:  concealing,  and 
then  producing  himfelf  in  the  face  of  this  llorm, 
which  ended  in  the  Tower. 

After  thefe  heats  of  the  commons,  which  increaled 
into  ncv/  mcafures  and  motions  among  them,  as  they 
were  fwaycd  by  popular  humours  upon  the  plot,  and 
many  new  plots  laid  by  the  ambitions  of  private  per- 
fons,  carried  on  under  covert  of  the  otlier  •,  I  never 
law  any  man  more  lenfible  of  the  mifcrablc  condition  of 
his  aft'airs,  than  I  found  his  majefty  upon  many  dif- 
courfes  with  him,  which  my  foreign  empioynicnts  and 
correfpondences  made  way  for  tJu:  nothing  lie  laid 
to  nie  moved  me  more,  than  when,  upon  tiie  faid  pro- 
fpc«5t  of  them  all,  he  told  me,  he  had  n(;ne  left,  \vi:h 
whom  he  could  lb  much  as  fpeak  of  them  in  confidence, 
fincc  my  lord  treafurer's  being  gone.  And  this  g:ivf, 
I  fuppofe,  his  majclty  the  occafion  of  entering  iiico  uu.re 
confidence  with  me,    than  I  could  deferve  or  expect. 

On 
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On  the  other  fdc  I  found,  tfcat  the  cooxde]  rf  my 
lord  treafurer's  removal  had  brra  caijicd  on  b^  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  in  oonjiciDdkm  wkh  the  tSuchA 
of  Portfmouth,  and  lord  E*x,  who  was  Thai  in  Ac 
greareft  confidence  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth^  nd 
by  him  and  lord  Sunderland  newly  broi:^ht  into  the 
treafury.  I  found  my  k>nl  Sunderland  at  leaft  in  com* 
pliance  with  this  knot,  and  that  all  were  re<blv<cd  to 
bring  my  lord  Shaltefbury  again  into  court,  who  was 
in  confidence  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  Imd 
Eflcx,  and  had  a  near  relation  to  lord  Sunderiand.  I 
obfervcd  the  great  afte6)ion  his  majefty  had  to  the  duke 
of  Monmouth,  and  faw  plainly  the  ufe  his  grace  in- 
tended to  make  of  it,  in  cale  he  coukl  introduce  a 
miniftry  at  his  own  devotioA,  or  in  his  interefts :  and 
this  being  a  matter  that  might  concern  the  very  fuc- 
cefTion  of  the  crown,  and  not  only  an  injury  to  the 
duke,  but  through  him  to  his  children,  and  the  prince 
of  Orange  •,  I  refolved  firft,  if  it  were  poffible,  to 
break  the  growth  of  that  miniftry,  though  I  faw  no 
men  whom  I  could  defign  to  fix  in  it,  with  any  fatif- 
faftii.n  or  advantage  to  the  king  or  his  fervice. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  obfervcd  the  parliament  to  grow 
every  day  more  violent,  upon  the  fupport  they  recieived 
from  the  humours  raifed  by  the  plot,  and  the  incentives 
given  them  by  the  ambitions  of  perfons  playing  that 
game.  I  faw  a  probability  of  matters  growing  to 
(uch  a  pafs,  that  his  majefty  might  be  forced  to  part 
with  them  ^  and  yet  I  faw  not  authority  enough  left 
in  the  crown,  cither  to  do  that  without  the  venture 
of  great  milbhiefe,  or  to  live  without  another  parlia- 
ment till  the  prefent  humours  n>ight  cool.  And  both 
thcfc  confiderarions,  meeting  together,  caft  me  upon 
the  thoughts  of  the  king's  cftablVfhing  a  new  council, 
of  fuch  a  conftitution,  as  might  either  gain  credit 
enough  with  the  prefrnt  parliament,  by  taking  In  fo 
many  perfons  of  ihofc  who  had  moft '  among  them, 

and 
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and  tbercby  give  cafe  and  quSet  both  to  the  kins  inA 
his  people;  orif,  on  the  other  (kk,  the  hnmoursflioiild 
grow  outrageous   and    bejfond  oppofing,    the   king 

ak  yet»  at  the  head  of  fuch  a  council,  with  more 
ority  and  kift  hazard  of  ill  ccmfequenoes,  cither 
prorogue  or  diflblve  them,  as  any  neceffides  of  his 
own,  or  extravagancies  of  theirs  fhouM  require. 

For  thefe  ends  it  feemed  neceflary  to  take  into  die 
council  ibme  k>rds  and  commoners  who  were  of  moft 
appearing  credit  and  fway  in  both  houfts,  withoos 
being  thought  either  principled  or  imerefted  againft 
the  government ;  and  mix  them  with  others  of  his 
maj^y's  more  general  choice,  for  making  up  one  half 
of  the  council,  whilft  the  other  half,  being  fifteen, 
were  ever  to  be  the  prefent  chief  officers  of  his  crown 
and  houfhold,  who  being  all  of  his  majefty's  known 
truft,  as  well  as  choice,  would  be  fure  to  keep  the 
council  fieady  to  the  true  intereftof  his  majefty,  and 
the  crown. 

But  one  chief  regard,  neceflary  to  this  conftitution, 
was  that  of  the  peribnal  riches  ii  this  new  council  \ 
which,  in  revenues  of  land  or  offices,  was  found  to 
amount  to  about  three  hundred  thouiand  pounds  a 
year ;  whereas  thofe  of  a  houie  of  commons  are  feldom 
found  to  have  exceeded  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
And  authority  is  obferved  much  to  follow  land  :  and 
at  the  word,  fuch  a  council  might,  out  of  their  own 
fiock,  and  upon  a  pinch,  fumifh  the  king  fo  far  as  to 
relieve  fome  great  neceffity  of  the  crown. 

This  whole  matter  was  confulted  and  deduced  upon 
paper,  only  between  the  king  and  me,  and  lafted  in 
die  debate  and  digeftion  about  a  month :  but  when 
the  forms  and  perfons  were  agreed,  and  his  majeffy 
ieemed  much  fatisBed  with  the  thing,  and  refblved 
to  go  on  with  it,  I  humbly  dcfired  him  not  to  take  a 
refolution  of  that  importance,  without  firft  communi- 
cating it  to  three  or  four  perfons  of  thofe  his  majefly 
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CQfuld  moft  rdy  upon  in  point  c^  jud^ncnt,  fixmy^ 
and  aSbfiion  to  his  femot.  Tlie  king  refolded  I 
0ioiikl  go  and  eoaununicaie  the  whole  ichemc,  wid^ 
aU  die  ptrdculars  of  it»  to  my  *  lord  Chancellor,  loid 
SunderlandY  and  lord  Eficz ;  but  one  after  anodierj 
and  vidi  diargc  from  him  of  the  laft  iecrecy ;  and 
ihould  faring  him  word  of  their  opinions  upon  it:  and, 
if  they  concontd  with  his,  ihoiild  arooint  them  to 
attend  hb  majefty  next  morning  ;  the  Chancellor  only 
cmerii^  into  his  lodgings  by  the  common  way,  but 
dK  ether  two  and  I  by  die  private  one  below. 

Wheat  I  acquainted  them  with  it,  they  all  received  it 
with  eaual  amazement  and  pleafure.  My  lord  Chan- 
cdlor  uid,  it  looked  like  a  tiling  from  heaven,  fallen 
into  his  nuqefty's  breaft :  lord  Eflex,  that  it  would 
kave  tie  parliament  and  nation  in  the  lame  di^fidona 
to  the  king  whkh  he  found  at  his  coming  in :  and 
lord  Sunderland  approved  it  as  much  as  any. 

Next  day  we  attended  his  majefty,  and  h^  a  very 
long  audience ;  upon  which  no  chfficulty  aroie  but  two, 
that  were  wholly  perfonaL  I  had  propofcd  lord 
Hallifiuc  as  one  of  the  lords,  whom  the  long  had  indeed 
kkked  at,  in  our  firft  confultadons,  more  than  any 
of  the  reft :  but  upon  feveral  reprefenations  of  h» 
£umly,  his  abilities,  his  eftate  ana  credit,  as  well  as 
takot  to  ridicule  and  unravel  whatever  he  was  fpited 
at,  I  thought  his  majefty  had  been  contented  widi  it: 
but,  at  this  meeting,  he  railed  new  difficulties  upon  it, 
and  mpeared  a  great  while  invincible  in  diem,  diough 
we  all  joined  in  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  laft:,  I 
odd  the  king,  we  would  £dl  upon  our  knees  to  gain 
a  point  that  we  all  though  neceflary  for  his  fervice : 
and  then  his  majefty  confcntcd. 

The  other  was  concerning  lord  Shafcefbury,  who 
had  never  been  mentioned  in  our  firft  debates  *,  and 

the 
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the  king  either  had  not  thought  of  him  befmc  upon 
this  agair,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  as  knowil^, 
upon  ali  occaflons  of  jmvate  difcourfe  with  hb  msyeftjr, 
what  opinion  I  had  of  that  lord.  But  after  my  lord 
Hallifax  had  pafled,  the  kinff  faid  there  was  another, 
who,  if  he  were  left  out>  might  do  as  much  mifcluef 
as  any,  and  named  lord  Shaftefbury ;  to  which  the 
other  three  agreed :  and  concluded  further^  that  he  would 
never  be  content  with  a  counlellor's  place  among  thirty; 
and  therefore  it  was  propoied  to  add  one:  to  the  number, 
by  making  a  orcfident,  which  fhould  be  he.  I  diiputed 
this  point,  from  the  firft  mention,  to  the  laft  con- 
cluflon  of  it,  foretelling  he  would  deftroy  all  the  good 
that  we  e^cpefted  from  the  whole  conftitiition :  and 
faid  all  that  I  could  with  fb  much  eameftnefs,  that 
when,  by  his  majeft/s  agreeing  with  the  other  three,  I 
jaw  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  well  whether  I 
fliould  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door  had  been 
open ;  but  turning  again,  I  dclired  his  majefVy  to 
remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  lord  Shaftefbury's 
coming  into  his  council  or  his  affairs;  that  his  majddy 
and  the  other  three  lords  had  refolved  it  without  me ;  and 
that  I  was  dill  abfolutcly  againft  it.  The  king  laughed, 
and  turned  my  anger  into  a  jeft ;  and  fo  went  on  with 
the  reft  of  the  conltitution  intended,  till  the  whole  was 
refolved  and  executed  puhiickly  in  Eafter  1679  *. 

The  night  before  the  thing  was  to  be  done,  his 
majefty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  duke  of  Monmouth; 
having  kept  it  ftcret  till  then,  further  than  to  the  four 
already  named.  But  as  loon  as  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
knew,  though  only  in  general,  that  the  council  fhould 
be  changed,  he  told  it  jb  many,  that  it  was  common 
talk  next  morning;  which  we  interpreted  either 
lightncfs  or  vanity,- to  have  it. thought^  that  he  had 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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part  in  an  affair  likely  to  pafs  fo  well.  And  indeed, 
when  the  thing  was  done  in  the  forms  that  are 
known,  it  was  received  with  general  applaufe  in  the 
country,  with  bonfires  in  the  city,  and  the  fame  in 
Ireland:  in  Holland,  the  aftions  of  the  Eaft-India 
company  rofe  upon  it  immediately,  and  very  muchj 
and  the  States  deligned  one  of  their  bell  and  mod  con- 
fidetable  men,  monfieur  Van  I^wen,  to  come  over 
minifter  into  England  upon  this  occafion.  France 
alone  was  unfatisfied  with  it,  and  monfieur  Barillon 
laid  it  was  making  des  Etats  [States]  and  not  des 
conJAls  [councils] ;  but  the  reafons  were  eafy  to  fee, 
and  fo  not  much  confidered. 

The  houfe  of  commons  received  it  with  moft  cold- 
i^&^  where  the  contrary  was  moft  expefted  :  and  the 
pretending  knowers  among  them,  who  were  not  of 
die  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing  of  it, 
to  expeA  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might  be  a 
new  court-juggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to  tell  what 
it  was  in  truth ;  in  the  mean  while  to  fufpend  their 
judgments. 

This  was  the  firll  effeft  of  my  lord  Shafteibury*g 
good  meaning  to  the  king  and  his  affairs,  into  which 
he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  perfonal  or  tranfcen- 
dent  credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  majefty,  and  which  he 
thought  thofe  who  had  been  authors  of  this  new  con* 
ftitudon  had  the  greateft  fhare  in.  This  made  him  fall 
in  more  abfolutely  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
pfe  all  their  endeavours  to  raife  fuch  difcontents  and 
ii^cs  in  the  houfes,  upon  the  apprehenflons  of  popery, 
aad  propolitions  to  prevent  it,  that  the  king  found 
himfelf  foon  upon  as  uneafy  terms  with  diis  teffion  of 
parlianient,  as  he  had  been  with  the  laft ;  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  my  lord  Shafteftjuiys  pretending 
among  his  patriou,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  had 
fo  much  credit  with  the  king,  that  his  majefty  defired 
but  a  good  occafion  of  confendng  to  all  the  parliament 
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ihould  infift  on,  which  would  be  given  him  by  dieir 
heat  and  obftinacy,  in  fo  popular  a  point  as  that  aninft 
popery :  and  if  that  were  once  gained,  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  he  (hould  be  able  to  fteer  all  the  reft, 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  thofe  who  called  themfeiyes  the 
good  or  the  honeft  party. 

Such  a  mifchiief  could  never  have  grown,  if  lord 
Shaftefbury  had  not  worked  himfelf  up  into  crecfit,  bodi 
in  parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of  lundng  it 
with  the  king,  and  in  the  counal  where  he  was  piefi- 
dent ;  and  by  the  infufions  given  of  his  having  or 
growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  fecret  %ing, 
which  was  the  intereft  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
the  kindnefs  of  his  majefty  increafmg,  as  appeared 
fince  the  duke's  abfence.  I  cannot  believe  but  all  diis 
would  have  been  avoided,  if,  upon  the  new  conftitu- 
tion,  lord  Shaftefburv  had  been  left  out,  as  a  perfoa 
marked  by  his  majefty,  and  never  to  enter  more  inR> 
his  afiairs  or  confidence ;  which  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  from  his  very  firft  entrance  upon  publidc 
ftages,  if  examined  never  fo  ftriftly,  would  have  given 
good  ground  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  pre- 
vent by  all  my  endeavours,  fb  I  had  foretdd  it  his 
majcfly  the  year  before  :  when,  upon  my  coming  ovc^^ 
the  king  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expreffions  diat 
•could  be  againft  him  ;  I  told  his  majrfly,  that,  wiA 
his  good  leave,  \  would  hold  any  wager,  I  ihoold  yet 
lee  that  lord  again  in  his  bufinefs  ;  and  when  the  kuift 
afk^d  me  what  'made  me  think  fo,  I  faid,  becaufe  I 
knew  he  was  refllefs  while  he  was  out,  and  would 
try  every  door  to  get  in  ;  had  wit  and  induffay  to  find 
out  the  ways ;  and,  when  money  would  work,  had  n 
much  as  any  body  to  beflow,  and  fkill  enough  to  kno# 
where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  king's  affairs,  upon  this  new  con- 
ftitution,  gave  me  fo  great  a  vexation,  and  fo  ill  1 
profpeft,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  pfefcribed  for 
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every  knaa's  receiving  the  facrament  according  to  law, 
after  his  e^tfrance  into  publick  emplovment,  till  it  was 
very  near  expired  -,  I  once  refolved,  by  that  omiflion, 
to  make  myfelf  abfolutely  incapable  of  bearing  any 
for  the  future ;  and  was  not  perfuaded  to  lay  afide  that 
thou^  till  after  long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife 
and  ufter  here  at  Sheen :  but  that  matter  pafled  in  form, 
and  I  continued  barely  of  the  council,  with  a  refolution 
of  not  entering  upon  the  fecretary*s  office,  though 
often  and  ^arneftly  urged  to  it  by  lord  Sunderland, 
with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  conftitution  of  the  council,  my  lord 
Sunderland  had,  by  Mr.  Sidney,  defired  that  we  two 
mi^t  join  tc^^er  in  perfcft  confidence,  and  diftinft 
from  any  others  in  the  courfe  of  the  king's  affairs 
whether  I  would  enter  into  the  other  fecretary's  office, 
or  no ;    which  I  faid  I  was  very  willing  to  embrace, 
though  i  knew  no  need  of  if,  confidering  how  much 
the  general  affairs  were  devolved  upon  the  council, 
or  the  particular  committees,  and  how  much  I  thought 
it  was  fit  that  they  (hould  continue  fo,  without  run- 
ning into  any  private  channels.     This  confidence  had 
not  run  on  above  a  fortnight,  when  my  lord  Sunder- 
land afked  me,  if  I  were  willing  my  lord  Effex  fhould 
.be  received  into  it  -,  which  I  confented  to  though  with 
intimation  to  lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had 
(ibr  ibme  time  of  late)  of  lord  EflTcx,  whom  I  thought  I 
Jooew  better  than  he  did.     So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,    at  each  of  our  houfes,    and 
'Coniiilted  upon  the  chief  affairs  that  were  then  on  the 
anvil,  and  how  they  mj^ht  be  befl  prepared  for  the 
parliament  or  the  council :  but  matters  growing  very 
untoward,  by  the  pradices  of  lord  Shaftefbuiy,  with 
the  duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  leaft,  and  upon  the 
ill  humour  of  the  houfe  of  commons  about  the  bufi^ 
nefs  of  relifi;ion  \    and  my  lord  Hallifax  appearing 
unfarisficd,  by  obferving  where  the  king's  confidence 
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was ;  I  propofed  to  my  lords  Sunderland  and  Eflcx, 
to  receive  him  into  all  our  confultations ;  which  I 
thought  would  both  enter  him  into  credit  with  the 
king,  and  give  us  more  eafe  in  the  courfe  of  his  affairs. 
Lord  Eflex  received  this  overture  with  .his  ufual  dry- 
nefs ;  lord  Sunderland  oppofed  it  a  gpod  deal,  and 
told  me,  I  (hould  not  find  lord  Hallifax  the  peifon  I 
took  him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  no  body, 
and  ftill  climbing  up  to  the  top  himfelf.  However  I 
continued  refolute  in  prefling  it,  and  fo  at  length  the 
thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  together  into 
the  ufual  meetings  and  confultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  the  king  at  that 
time  were,  firft,  the  fatisfadion  of  his  people  by 
falling  into  fome  meafures  with  the  parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  fuch  a  figure  as 
became  the  crown  of  England,  and  was  neceffary  for 
preventing  the  common  fears  of  a  new  invafion  of 
France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked  very 
deiperate  without  fome  ftrong  and  refolute  prote£Uon 
from  England. 

The  fecond  was  a  refolution  to  be  taken  in  anfwer 
to  the  inftances  made  by  monfieur  Van  Lewen  from 
the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be  given  upon  the 
late  general  peace  by  his  majefty,  particularly  to  Spain 
in  the  bufinefs  of  Flanders. 

The  third  was  the  giving  fome  eafe  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  fwell  about  this  time;  and 
which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done  fo  eafily,  as 
by  removal  of  the  duke  of  Lauderdale ;  a  man  too 
much  hated  both  here  and  there,  to  be  fit  for  the 
temper  his  majefty  feemed  refolved  to  ufe  in  his  affairs. 
For  this  laft,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  obtain 
it  of  the  king,  by  all  the  arguments  ufed  (both  joindy 
and  feverally)  by  us  all  four ;  the  king's  defence  being 
a  very  true  one,  that  we  none  of  us  knew  Scotland 
fo  well  as  his  majefty  himfelf. 

For 
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For  the  fecond,  we  eafily  agreed  upon  the  meafures 
that  feemed  neceffary  for  the  I'atisfadion  of  the  States, 
and  the  fafety  of  Flanders  -,  being  all  four  of  the  com- 
mittee, where  ail  the  foreign  aflFairs  were  confulted ;  and 
taking  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury  into 
the  firft  digeftion  of  this  treaty  vdth  Holland,  at  a  meet- 
ing for  that  purpofe,  at  my  lord  Hallifax's  houfe  j  which 
was  the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  fb 
much  as  talk,  with  my  lord  Shaftefbury,  further  than 
the  council  chamber. 

For  the  firft  thing,  which  was  the  moft  important, 
we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  wc  could  imagine. 
Both  houfes  of  parliament  feemed  to  have  no  eyes,  but 
for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon  the  duke's  fucceflion  to 
the  crown;  which  humour  was  blown  up  by  all  the  arts 
and  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefbury.  The  king  feemed  willing  to  fccure  them  all 
that  could  be  againft  thofe  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  otfucceffion.  *  The  houfe  of  commons 
were  bufy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  fecure  this  point, 
but  could  agree  on  none  -,  being  flill  diverted  fix)m 
fixing  on  any  by  lord  Shaftefbury's  pradices.  The 
council  fell  upon  the  fame  fcent  with  great  earoefhiefs 
and  endeavour ;  and,  after  much  hammering,  agreed 
upon  many  heads  to  be  offered  the  parUament,  which 
are  commonly  enough  known. 

Thefe  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  council, 
except  my  lord  Shaftefbury  and  me  ;  who  were  againfl 
them,  upon  very  different  grounds.  Mine  were  two ; 
firfl,  becaufe  I  believed,  that  nothing  that  came  firft 
froirt  the  king  upon  thefe  points  would  be  accepted 
by  the  commons ;  who,  it  they  would  be  fatisfied  at 
all,  I.  thought  fhould  firft  agree  upon  what,  and  leave 
it  to  the  king  to  take  or  refufe.  The  fecond  was,  that 
as  I  did  not  fee  any  certain  eafe  thefe  expedients  would 
give  the  king,  though  agreed  to  by  the  houfes  ;  fb  it 
•  See  the  Appendix. 

K  k  3  was 
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was  evident  to  all  men,  that  they  would  lesave  the 
crown  after  bim  in  (hackles,  whicl^  put  on  d^kxi  thfi 
duke's  occaflon,  and  in  his  timCy  would  ndc  te  eafily 
knocked  off  by  any  focceffor.  My  lord  ^wtfielbufy*! 
jground  was  plain,  and  fo  exprefied  bv  him  tipon  all 
occafipns ;  which  was,  that  there  could  be  no  lecunty 
againft  the  duke,  if  once  in  pofiei&oB  of  Che  crown: 
^nd  this  being  well  infuied  oy  his  and  the  duke  erf" 
Monmouth's  triends  into  the  houfe  of  eontiAom,  OGca« 
Aoned  their  fullen  rejeding  all  the  expedience  oflfertd 
theni  by  the  king,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  ftrange 
jdiibrders  wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  horne,  and 
thereby  the  defperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

Durine  all  thefe  tranfa^ions  the  three  lords  and  I 
continued  our  conftant  nteetings  and  cotifukaticms » 
^d  with  fi>  much  union^  and  {o  difinterefted  endea- 
vours for  the  general  good  of  his  majefty's  fervice  and 
^e  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  fay  to  them,  at 
(lie  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that  we  four  were 
either  the  four  honeftefl  men  in  England,  or  the 
created  knaves ;  for  we  made  one  another  at  lead  be* 
]ieye,  that  we  were  the  honefteft  men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjundtion  held  not  long :  for,  after  the 
houfes  rejedting  the  expedients  offered  by  the  king  and 
council,  my  lord  Shaftefbury  finding  himfelf  neither  in 
confidence  with  the  king,  nor  credit  in  the  council, 
turned  all  his  pradlices  and  hopes  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  inflamed  them  to  that  degree,  as  made  the 
three  lords  of  my  commerce  begin  to  grow  uneafy, 
and  to  caft  about  which  way  they  might  lay  this  ftorm. 
At  length  my  lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  lord 
Effex  and  lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  take  in  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefbury  into  the  firft  digeftion  of  affairs,  confider- 
ing  the  influence  they  had  upon  the  houfe  ;  and  for 
rhi3  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banifhment  of  the 

duke^ 
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duke,  cither  for  a  certain  term,  or  during  the  king's 
life ;  and  defired  to  know  whether  I  would  fall  into  it 
with  them,  and  join  in  bringing  it  about  with  the  king. 
I  told  my  lord  Sunderland  pofitively  I  would  not :  for, 
firft,  I  would  never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  duke 
of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury;  and  next,  I 
would  never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between 
the  king  and  his  brother  ;  having  upon  fcveral  occa- 
fions  toM  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I  could 
towards  the  union  ofthe  whole  royal  family;  but  never 
would  have  anv  thing  to  do  in  the  divifions  of  it ;  and 
no  man  ihould  ever  reproach  me  with  breaking  my 
wt>rd,  and  much  lefs  the  king  or  the  duke. 

This  was  peremptory,  and  fo  it  ended  ;  and  there- 
upon the  three  lords  fell  into  meetings  and  confulta- 
tioos  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftef^- 
bury,  which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and  began  to  come 
Icis  to  council,  and  to  meet  no  more  with  my  ufual 
company,  but  upon  occafion,  and  without  the  firft  con- 
fidence ;  but  we  ftill  continued  our  kindnefs  where*- 
cver  we  met,  without  my  enquiring,  or  they  commu- 
nicating, what  paflied  in  their  new  confultations. 

But  this  lafted  not  long  neither :  for,  within  a  fort- 
night or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  lord  Shaitefbury  unreafonable,  and  like 
to  prevail  upon  the  houie  of  commons  to  endeavour 
bringing  the  king  into  neceffities  of  vielding  all 
points  to  them,  and  thereby  leaving  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  lord  Shaftefbury  abfotutely  at  the  head  of 
all  affairs;  fb  that  the  three  lords  began  to  make 
their  complaints  of  it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts 
of  proroguing  the  parliament,  as  the  only  remedy 
Icfi:  in  the  prefent  diftcmper.  I  agreed  with  them  in 
this  overture,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  I  forcfaw  it 
would  abfolutely  break  the  three  lords  from  all  com- 
merce with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftef- 
bury :    and  fb  we  agreed  to  propofe  it  to  his  majefty, 

K  k  4  ar;d 
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and  that  it  Ihould  be  debated  and  refolvcd  at  council; 
where  the  chief  officers  depending  upon  the  king, 
being  one  half  of  the  council  and  joining  with  others 
of  us  that  were  of  his  more  indifferent  choice,  wc  con- 
cluded the  refolution  could  not  £iil  to  be  taken  by  the 
majority  of  the  council ;  if  the  reafons  and  neceffity 
of  it  (hould  not  prevail  with  fome  of  thoie  who  feemed 
moft  in  my  lord  Shaftefbury's  confidence,  to  leave 
him  upon  this  occafion.  And  in  this  refoludcm  we 
parted,  and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after 
for  the  fixing  it  with  his  majefly,  upon  my  en- 
gaging to  go  for  fo  long  down  into  the  country, 
where  I  (laid  my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third 
morning  early. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  lord  Sunderland  had 
called  or  fent  ievcral  times  to  my  houfe  the  night 
before,  and  left  word  that  he  muft  needs  fpcak  with  me 
fo  ibon  as  I  came  to  town.  I  fent  immediately  to 
Whitehall,  but  found  his  lordfhip  was  gone  already 
with  the  king  to  the  houfe  of  lords ;  whereupon  I  went 
to  lord  Eflex,  who  was  nearefl  me,  and  afked  whether 
any  thing  new  had  happened.  He  told  me  that  the 
king  had  found  out,  there  were  remonftrances  ready 
prepared  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  inflame  the  city 
ana  nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery  -,  and 
that  their  three  lordfhips  having  upon  it  confulted  with 
his  majefly,  he  had  refolved  the  parliament  fhould  be 
prorogued  that  morning,  upon  the  king's  coming  to 
the  houfe,  and  that  it  could  not  be  allowed  time  or  vent 
by  a  debate  of  council  •,  which,  for  my  part,  1  thought 
an  ill  omifTion,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  the  authority 
of  the  king  with  advice  of  his  council,  according  to 
the  ufual  forms  :  but  it  pafTed  otherwife,  and  with  very 
great  refentment  of  both  houfes  •,  and  llich  rage  of  my 
lord  Shaftefbur)',  that  he  faid  upon  it  aloud  in  the 
houfe,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  thofe  who  were 
the  advifcrs  of  this  prorogation. 

During 
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During  this  feffion  of  parliament,  I  had  feveral 
notices  given 'me  of  a  pr^ice  fet  on  foot  in  the  houfe 
of  conunons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that  had  been 
an  inftrument  of  making  the  general  peace ;  and  this 
was  urged  by  ftories,  of  being  a  man  of  arbitrary 
principles,  and  one  that  had  written  feveral  things, 
though  vrithout  name,  againft  the  conftitution  of 
parliaments,  and  in  favour  of  popery :  and  this  went 
to  far,  that  *  Mr.  Mountague  went  a  great  way  from 
man  to  man  in  the  houfe,  to  know  whether,  if  fiich 
an  accufadon  were  brought  in,  they  would  be  againft 
me.  Several  went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late 
treafurer,  whofe  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and 
upon  envy  at  my  being  defigned  for  fecretary  of  date; 
but  yet  in  no  fuch  numbers  that  Mr.  Mountague 
could  hope  to  make  any  thing  of  it :  and  when  fome 
of  my  friends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only  delired 
them  to  obtain  leave  of  the  houie,  that  I  might 
hear  my  accufation  at  the  bar  of  the  houle,  and 
afiured  them  that  I  fliould  be  glad  to  have  that  occa* 
fion  of  telling  there  both  Mr.  Mountague's  (lory  and 
my  own.  This  fell ;  but  upon  the  knowledge  of 
thefe  praftices,  my  lord  Sunderland,  and  Mr.  f  Sydney, 
who  thot^ht  that  a  man,  who  had  fuch  a  part  in  the 
king's  affairs,  ought  to  (land  as  well  as  he  could  with 
the  houfe  of  commons,  preffed  me  to  fuffer  feveral 
finall  things  I  had  formerly  written,  and  of  which 
copies  had  run,  to  be  then  printed,  2s  they  were, 
under  the  title  of  Mfcellama.  They  tho'jght,  by 
that  pubhcation  men  would  fee  I  was  not  a  man  of 
the  dangerous  principles  pretended ;  ar^d  I  might  afTure 
the  world,  of  being  author  of  no  bock^  that  had  not 
my  name.  The  thing  feemed  to  pah  well  enough  ; 
pnly  lord  Hallifax,  commencirig  them  yj  .x^  in  general, 
told  me    as  a  friend,    that  I  fhculd    take  heed  ot 

»  After^wds  dokc  of  Moimtajoc     f  Af-jcn^i^L  cir!  r.f  ?,a:nnej. 

carrying 


5o6       Memoirs  Jrcm  the  PetKe  in  1679, 

carrying  too  far  diac  principle  of  pstemal  domimon 
(which  was  deduced  in  me  eflay  Of  govemmefO) 
for  fear  of  deftroying  die  rqdits  of  the  peof^.  So 
tender  was  every  body  of  thote  points  at  max  time. 

Tlie  three  lords  and  I  went  on  unammoos  in  our 
confakations ;  confidering  how  to  mriie  way  for  a 
calmer  and  better-ten^)erQd  feflion  of  parliaooent, 
after  the  fhort  prorogation  which  had  been  made. 
To  which  purpofe,  we  again  endeavoured  the  re^ 
moval  of  me  duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  leaft  die 
adm^lon  of  other  nobles  c£  Scotland  into  thofe  af- 
feirs.  We  concluded  the  mcafures  witk  Holland  in 
all  points,  to  the  fadsfadion  of  their  ambaflador; 
and  thought  of  fuch  aAs  of  council,  as  might  ex- 
prcfs  his  majefty's  care  for  fupprefling  popery  even 
in  the  intervals  of  parliament.  We  only  disagreed 
in  one  point,  which  was  the  leaving  fome  priete 
to  the  law  upon  the  accufation  of  being  pricfts 
only,  as  the  houfe  of  conunons  had  defired ;  which 
I  thought  wholly  unjuft,  without  giving  them  publick 
warning  by  fHtxrlamadon  to  be  gone,  or  ejcpeft  the 
penalties  of  law  widiin  fuch  a  time ;  (ince  the  con- 
nivances had  lafted  now  through  three  kings  reigns  : 
upon  this  point,  lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  fo  (harp 
a  debate  at  lord  Sunderland's  lodgings,  that  he  told 
me,  if  I  would  not  concur  in  points  which  were  fo 
V  neceffary  for  the  people's  fatisladHon,  he  would  tell 
every  body  I  was  a  papift  :  and  upon  his  affirming, 
that  the  plot  muft  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true, 
whether  it  were  fo  or  no,  in  thofe  points  that  were  fo 
generally  believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
houfes  ;  I  replied,  with  fome  heat.  That  the  plot  was 
a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  came  over  into  England ; 
that  to  underftand  it,  one  muft  have  been  here  to 
obferve  all  the  motions  of  it ;  which  not  ha\nng  done, 
I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it :  in  other  things  I 
was  content  ^o  join  with  them,  where  they  thought  I 

could 
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could  be  of  ufe  to  the  king's  fervice ;  and  where  they 
thought  there  was  none,  I  was  very  willing  to  be 
excu&d ;  and  very  glad  to  leave  his  majefty's  afiairs 
in  fo  good  hands  as  theirs. 

Notwithftanding  fome  liich  differences  between  mc 
and  the  three  lords,  yet  we  cx)ntinued  our  confulu* 
tions  and  confidence;  and  two  of  them,  lord  Sunder- 
land and  Hallifax,  prefied  me  extremely  about  this  dme 
to  coine  into  the  fccretary's  place.  Lord  Hallifax 
particularly  offering  to  bring  it  to  a  point  with  his 
uncle  Coventry  upon  the  money  that  was  to  be  paid  % 
pretending  to  be  very  defirous  to  fee  me  polled  there  5 
and  profeffing  to  grow  weary  of  the  bufinefs,  fince  he 
could  find  no  temper  like  to  grow  in  the  next  ielfion 
of  parliament  between  the  king  and  them.  For 
fince  the  laft  prorogation,  lord  Shaftefbury  had  been 
bufy  in  prepanng  ruel  for  next  feflion,  not  without 
perpetual  appearance  of  ill  humour  at  council,  whicE 
oroke  into  ^iteful  repartees  often  betwixt  him  and 
lord  Hallifax.  And  on  t'other  fide,  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  had  broken  all  meafures  with  lord  Eflex, 
with  whom  he  had  been  long  in  the  lafl  confidence :  {o 
as  this  grew  to  a  fpited  auarrel  between  thefefour ;  and 
though  commonly  fmothered  when  they  met,  yet  not 
without  fmoke  appearing  where  they  were  obferved. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  rebellion  in  Scotland 
broke  out  •,  upon  which  it  was  pleafant  to  obferve  the 
counterpaces  that  were  made.  The  king  was  for  fup* 
preifing  it  immediately,  by  forces  from  hence  to  be  dif* 
patched  and  joined  with  thofe  in  Scotland,  and  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  go  and  command  them  all. 
Lord  Shaftefbury  fliewed  plainly  at  council,  and  in 
other  places,  that  he  was  unwilling  this  rifing  fhould  be 
wholly  or  too  fbon  fuppreflcd,  or  otherwifc  than  by  his 
friends  in  Scotland,  who  might  be^thereby  introduced 
into  the  direction  of  affairs  there,  with  the  removal 
pf  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  :  yet,  on  the  other  fide, 
I  be 
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he  was  willing  to  fee  the  duke  of  Monmouth  grow 
great  by  fuch  a  command  of  the  king's  forces  both 
Englifh  and  Scots  ;  and  agreed  with  that  duke,  to  put 
the  king  upon  another  projed  at  the  fame  time,  and 
to  the  fame  end,  which  was  (upon  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth*s  carrying  fo  many  of  the  forces  here  into  Scot- 
land) to  raife  a  troop  of  two  hundred  gentlemen  for 
the  guard  and  fafety  of  the  king's  perlbn,  whereof  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  be  captain  j  and  which  was  to 
be  compofed  chiefly  of  officers  who  were  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  whofe  merits  were  beft  known  to  the 
duke  of  Monmouth. 

On  t'other  fide,  lord  Eflex,  though  .he  agreed 
with  the  king's  opinion,  to  have  the  Scots  infurrec- 
tion  fupprefled ;  yet  he  had  a  mind  it  fhould  be  done 
by  the  Scots,  to  prevent  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  grow- 
ing greater  than  he  yet  was  by  that  command  ;  efpe- 
cially  if  it  fhould  be  followed  with  fuccefs.  And  tho' 
he  would  not  oppofe  his  majefty  in  his  refolution  of 
fending  the  duke  of  Monmouth  upon  this  expedition ; 
yet  he  did  very  openly  the  other  defign,  which  the 
king  himfelf  feemed  much  bent  Upon,  as  well  as  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  to  raife  the  troop  of  two  hundred 

f;entlemen.  The  other  two  lords  and  I  fell  in  with 
im  in  this  laft;  though  lord  Effex  was  moft  inftni- 
mental  in  breaking  it,  by  raifing  invincible  difficulties 
in  the  treafury,  where  he  was  at  the  head :  fo  as,  up- 
on compofition,  money  was  found  for  the  duke  of 
Monmouth's  marching  into  Scotland,  and  with  great  eafe 
to  him  in  his  perfonal  pretenfions  •,  and  the  new  troop 
was  let  fall  upon  want  of  money. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  went  into  Scotland ;  fuc- 
ceeded ;  took  the  body  of  rebels ;  fuppreffed  ab- 
folutely  the  rebellion ;  ordered  the  puni(hment  of  fome ; 
gave  pardon  to  the  reft  -,  returned  in  triumph  ^  was 
received  with  great  applaufes  and  court  from  all ; 
with  great  appearance  of  kindnefs  and  credit  by  the 

king, 
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king,  who  was  now  removed  to  Windfcr,  and  the 
council  to  Hampton-Court,  where  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth was  received. 

The  term  of  the  prorogation  of  pariiament  drew 
near  expiring,  and  all  agrf  e^^  that  a  ieffion  could  not 
conveniently  begin  before  Oftober :  and  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  confidering  that  matter  at  courxiL     The 
duke   of  Monmouth   was   grater  than    ever:    lord 
Shaftefbury  reckoned  upon  being  fo  too,  upon  the  next 
meeting  01  parliament,  and  at  the  coft  of  rhofe  whom 
he  took  to  be  the  authors  of  the  laft  prorogation :  lord 
Eflex  and  Hallifax  looked  upon  themfclves  as  moft  in 
his  danger,  and  aimed  at  by  lord  Sha'tcfb'jry's  threats, 
and  out  of  all  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Nlonmouth. 
This  induced  a  confultation  among  us,  >^+*ether,  con- 
fidering the  diftempers  of  the  present  parliament,  the 
beft  courfe  were  not  to  diflblve  it,  and  have  another 
called  in  Odober  -,  wherein  the  three  lords  and  I  agreed; 
and  the  king  was  perfedly  of  the  lame  mind,  confider- 
ing with  what  diftempers  diat  parliament  both  began 
and  continued.     So  it  was  refolved,   that  the  king 
(hould  propofe,  at  next  council,  whether  it  were  beft 
to  prorogue  that  parliament,  or  diflblve  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  call  another ;  and  that,   in  the  mean  time, 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  the  other  chief  officers  de- 
pending upon  the  lung,  (hould  be  acquainted  with  his 
mind,  either  by  his  majefty  or  the  three  lords.     For, 
fince  the  king's  going  to  Windfor,  I  continued  at  Sheen, 
and  only  went  to  Hampton-Court  on  council  -davi ; 
though  the  three  lords  came  often  to  me,  and  prtfled 
me  as  often  to  come  as  they  did  to  court,  and  lord 
Hallifax  protefted  he  would  bum  my  houfe,  and  that, 
if  I  would  not  enter  upon  die  fecretary's  office,  his 
uncle  Coventry  would  look  out  for  fome  other  chap- 
man ;  for  as  foon  as  he  had  found  one,  he  wa<  re- 
folved to  part  with  it.     I  told  him  I  was  very  -R-ijJing, 
and  would  fpeak  to  the  king,  that  his  market  fhojfd 
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not  be  fpoiled  upon  any  occafioD.  Whether  his  lord' 
Hup  believed  me  or  no,  I  did  fo,  and  defired  hi^  ma- 
jefty  to  think  of  fome  other  for  that  j^ace ;  for  taf 
ill  health  increafing  with  my  age,  maite  me  find  my- 
felf  unable  to  go  through  with  die  toils  of  that  office* 
if  executed  in  the  forms  and  with  the  attendance  ir 
required.  The  king  tdd  me,  he  could  not  conienc  tp 
it ;  that  if  he  fliould,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  England 
fit  for  it  befides  me,*fo  that  I  had  no  reafen  totak^ 
it  kindly  of  him.  I  defu-ed  his  miyefty  t9  ^vt  wc 
leave  and  I  would  propoie  three  perfons,  of  which  f 
would  undertake  every  one  fhould  be  fitter  than  I. 
The  king  would  not  fo  much  as  hear  me  name  them^ 
but  told  me,  it  was  a  point  he  had  been  fo  long  fixed 
in,  that  he  could  not  change  his  refolution. 

In  our  laft  meeting  we  had  calculated  how  many  at 
council  could,  in  any  probability,  c^pofe  the  diflblving 
of  the  prefent  parliament,  and  calling  another ;  and 
we  had  concluded,  there  could  not  be  above  fix  in 
the  whole  council  that  could  be  againft  it  at  the  moft; 
which  we  thought  would  he  a  great  fupport  to  the  king'^ 
refolution,  againft  all  the  exclamations  we  expcftcd 
from  lord  Shaftefi>ury  and  his  friends ;  and  at  leaft, 
that  it  would  be  fafe  againft  the  confequences  which 
were  ufualJy  deduced  from  the  forms  of  calling  par- 
liaments always  by  advice  of  the  council,  that  the 
diflblving  of  them  ought  to  be  fo  too,  at  leaft  when  it 
was  not  at  their  own  defire. 

The  council-day  came ;  and  when  T  came  thither, 
and  found  the  king  and  three  lords,  with  fome  others 
already  there,  I  aflced  lord  Sunderland  and  Hallifax, 
whether  all  was  prepared,  and  lord  Chancellor  and 
other  chief  officers  had  been  fpoke  to  ?  They  laid, 
no,  it  had  been  forgotten  or  neglefted ;  but  the  king 
would  do  it  to  each  of  them  apart  as  they  came  that 
morning,  and  before  the  council  began.  I  thought 
it  hard,  a  point  of  that  importance  fhould  be  neg- 

lefted 
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le&d  fo  long ;  but  was  fain  to  content  myfelf  wkih 
what  they  told  me  woold  be  done.  Tht  outward  room* 
wfaere  the  kinjg  was,  filled  apace  -,  every  one  made  hb 
leg  to  his  migefly,  and  filled  the  circle  about  him  as 
d^y  came  in  :  I  was  talking  apart,  in  a  corner  of  the 
room,  till  it  grew  late,  and  lord  Chancellor  told  the 
king  that  it  was  fe,  and  I  faw  the  kit^  turn  from  the 
Chancellor,  and  go  into  the  council  chamber :  all  fol- 
lowed; the  councS  fat;  the  king  propo&d  his  thoughts, 
wlicdier  it  were  beft  for  his  affairs  to  prorc^ue  this 
parfiament  till  Odober,  or  to  difTolve  it,  and  call  an- 
other at  that  time ;  and  defhed  their  lordfhips  opinions 
upon  it. 

I  ohierved  a  general  furprize  at  the  board ;  which 
made  me  b^m  to  doubt,  the  king  had  fpoke  of  it 
to  few  or  none  but  the  Chancellor  before  he  came  in : 
but  it  ibon  iqipeared  he  had  not  fb  much  as  done  that 
nddicr :  for,  after  a  long  paufe,  he  was  the  firft  that 
rofe  up,  and  fpoke  long  and  violently  againft  the  dif- 
(felution ;  and  was  followed  by  lord  Shaftefbury  in  the 
an^efl  manner,  and  moft  tragical  terms ;  lord  Angle- 
fey  followed  them,  by  urging  all  the  fsital  confequences 
that  could  be :  the  fame  ftyle  was  purfued  by  lord* 
Chamberlain,  and  agreed  to  by  the  marquis  of  Wor- 
cefier  5  and  purfued  from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom 
of  the  table  by  every  man  there,,  and  at  a  very  full 
council;  except  the  three  lords  who  fpoke  for  the 
difiblution,  but  neither  with  half  the  length  or  force 
of  ailment  they  intended  to  have  done ;  leaving 
that  part,  as  I  fuppofed,  to  me,  who  was,  I  confefs, 
well  enough  inffanded  in  the  cafe,  to  have  faid  more 
upon  that  argument :  but  I  was  fpited  from  the  firfl 
diat  I  heard  of  my  lord  Chancellor's  fpeech,  and 
flill  more  and  more  as  every  man  fpoke,  at  the  con- 
iequences  happened  by    fuch   a    negligence  of  my 

**  £arl  of  Arlington. 
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friends,  who  had  been  perpetually  about  the  king,  and 
might  jfo  eafily  have  efieded  what  was  agreed  on,  and 
thought  fo  neceJQTary.  I  was  the  laft  but  one  to  4)eak:, 
and  faw  argument  would  fignify  nothing,  afber  fuch 
inequality  was  declared  in  nu;nber ;  and  fo  contented 
myfelf  to  fay  in  fliort,  That  I  thought  it  was  every 
man's  opinion,  that  a  happy  agreement  between  his 
majefty  and  parliament  was  of  neceflity  to  his  afiairs 
both  at  home  and  abroad :  that  all  the  difierence,  in  a 
continuance  of  this,  or  ailembling  of  another  parlia^ 
ment,  would  depend  only  upon  the  likelihood  of 
agreeing  better  and  eafier  with  one  than  with  t*other : 
that  his  majefly  had  fpoken  fo  much  of  his  defpairing 
about  any  agreement  with  this  prefent  parliament, 
and  the  hopes  he  had  of  doing  it  with  another,  that, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  that  ought  to  decide  it ;  be- 
caufe  I  thought  his  majefly  could  better  judge  of  that 
point  than  any  body  elfe.  So  his  majefty  ordered  the 
chancellor  to  draw  up  a  proclamation  lov  diflblving 
that  parliament,  and  calling  another  to  aflemble  in 
Odtober  following :  and  thereupon  the  council  brcJce 
up,  with  the  greateft  rage  in  the  world  of  the  lord 
Shafteft)ury,  lord  Ruflel,  and  two  or  three  more,'  and 
the  general  diflatisfadbon  of  the  whole  board. 

After  the  council  ended,  every  man's  head  began 
to  fill  with  the  thoughts  of  the  new  cledions,  and  fe- 
veral  fpoke  to  the  king  upon  that  fubjeft.  I  had 
refolved  to  ftand  for  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge ;  and, 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  being  chancellor,  I  delired  the 
king  to  fpeak  to  him,  to  write  to  fome  of  his  friends 
in  my  favour  :  he  excufed  himfelf,  firft,  upon  engage- 
ments-, but  the  king  prefTed  him  upon  mine,  as  i 
thing  of  importance ;  and  that  he  could  not  be 
othcrwife  engaged  before  he  knew  of  the  parliament's 
being  diflblved.  I  faid  a  good  deal  too  upon  it :  but 
do  what  the  king  could,  by  all  he  was  pleafed  to  fay 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  would  not  be  brought  further, 
I  than 
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than  to  fay,  he  would  not  meddle  in  it  one  way  or 
t'other ;  which  gave  me  the  firft  plain  and  open  tefti* 
mony  of  his  difpofidons  towards  me,  having  ever  re- 
ceived before  all  outward  civilities,  though  without 
my  vifits  or  attendances.  Yet,  I  think,  his  grace 
kept  his  word  with  me  in  this  point  better  than  I  ex* 
*  pefted :  for  my  ele&ion  in  the  univerGty  proceeded 
with  the  moft  general  concurrence  that  could  be  there, 
and  without  any  difficulties  I  could  obferve  from  thac 
fide  ;  thofe  which  were  railed  coming  from  the  biOiop 
of  Ely ;  who  owned  the  oppoflng  me  from  the  chap* 
ter  0/  religion  in  my  Obfervations  on  the  Netherlands^ 
which  gave  him  an  opinion,  that  mine  was  for  llich  a 
toleration  of  religion,  as  is  there  delcribed  to  be  in 
Holland. 

The  council,  after  this  day,  v^as  put  off  till  the 
king's  return  to  London,  according  to  the  ufe  of  that 
leaton  ;  and  every  one  began  to  canvas  for  eleftions  in 
the  enfuing  parliament,  upon  which  all  his  majeily's 
tfiairs  fecmed  to  depend  The  king,  in  the  mean 
time,  refolved  to  do  all  that  could  help  to  make  fair 
weather  there.  I  told  my  friends  I  would  take  care 
of  my  cle6tion,  and  go  down  about  it ;  but,  for  the 
reft,  would  pafs  my  time  at  home  the  remainder  of 
the  funmicr,  and  recommended  the  common  cares  to 
the  three  lords ;  whofe  attendance,  I  knew,  would  not 
fiul  at  court,  two  of  them  iix>m  their  offices,  and  the 
*  third  from  his  humour ;  which  he  owned  always 
muft  have  bufinefi  to  employ  it,  or  would  elle  be  un- 
eafy. 

The  fummer  was  decHning,  but  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth in  his  greateft  heighth,  when  the  king  fell  fick 
at  Windfor,  and  with  three  fuch  fits  of  a  fever  as  gave 
much  sqpprehenfion,  and  that  a  general  amazement ; 
people  looking  upon  any  thing,   at  this  time,    that 

*  The  marquis  of  Hjdli&c. 
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Ihould  happen  ill  to  the  king  as  an  end  of  the  world.  I 
went  to  Windlbr,  after  tlie  fecond  fit ;  and,  having  feen 
his  majefly  obfcrved  more  ftrength  and  fewer  ill  fymp- 
toms  than  had  been  reported ;  nor  could  I  think  him 
in  danger,  without  accidents,  which  was  to  be  the  care 
of  his  phyficians,  who  were  fome  of  them  wholly  of 
my  mind.  I  found  and  left  the  three  lords  very  di- 
ligent at  court,  in  attending  both  his  perfon  and  af- 
fairs, which  I  was  very  glad  of;  and  fo  came  home 
without  entering  further  into  any  difcourfes  with  them, 
than  of  his  maje(ly*s  fickneis ;  which  was  then  the  ge- 
neral difcourfe  and  care. 

.  About  three  or  four  days  having  received  afiu- 
ranee  of  the  king's  certain  recovery,  by  being  free 
of  any  return  of  his  fever  fits,  I  went  up  to  London 
to  folicit  a  great  arrear  of  my  embaffies  due  from  the 
treafury.  The  commiilloners  were  met  that  momii^ 
at  my  lord  Eflex's  houfe,  whither  I  went  (traight ; 
but,  by  the  way,  heard  that  the  duke  was  that  night 
paflcd  through  London,  and  rode  poft  to  Windforj 
which  I  doubted  not  his  highnefs  had  been  induced 
to  by  the  reports  of  the  king's  danger,  upon  the  news 
of  his  ficknefs  ;  and  made  no  furtlier  rcfiecbion  upon 
it,  than  that  of  the  great  furprize,  and  viartel  en  titi 
[uneafinefs]  that  would  be  given  lord  Eflex  and  Hal- 
lifax  by  this  fudden  arrival  of  the  duke,  to  whofe  in- 
terefts  they  had  run  fo  counter,  and  with  fuch  heighths, 
tor  feveral  years.  But,  upon  their  late  feparating  all 
meafures  from  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lordShiftef- 
bur)',  1  thought  I  had  field  enough  left  for  doing  them 
good  offices  to  the  duke,  when  1  fhould  fee  him,  which 
I  refolved  the  next  day. 

When  I  came  to  lord  Eflcx's  houfe,  and  alked  for 
the  commiflioncrs,  I  found  they  were  fat  fome  time, 
but  that  lord  Eflex  had  newly  left  them  together, 
and  was  gone  up  into  his  chamber,  whither  I  was  im- 
mediately fent  for  ;  his  fervants  went  out  and  left  him  . 

bootedi^ 
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booted,  and  ready  to  get  up  on  horfcback.  As  foon 
as  we  were  alone,  he  afked  me,  whether  I  had  not 
met  with  ftrange  news,  and  what  I  thought  of  it  ? 
I  faid,  it  did  not  feem  very  ftrange  that  the  duke 
(hould  come,  if  he  thought  the  king  in  danger.  Lord 
Eflex  rephed,  yet  'twas  ftrange  he  fhould  come  with- 
out leave  from  the  king ;  and  that,  now  his  majefty 
was  well,  fure  he  would  not  think  of  ftaying  three 
days  :  that  he  was  going  as  faft  as  he  could  to  Windfor, 
to  fee  what  all  this  bufinefs  was  -,  and  alked  me  if  I 
would  not  go ;  which  I  excufed  for  that  day,  but  pro* 
mifed  the  next.  In  this  little  difcourfe,  I  obferved  all 
along  a  fnearing  fmile,  which  I  knew  not  what  to  make 
of ;  I  thought,  if  it  were  a  countenance,  it  was  better 
put  on  than  was  ufual  with  his  lordftiip  ;  and  that  be 
Ihould  be  pleafed  with  it  at  heart,  I  could  not  well 
imagine,  knowing  how  things  had  pafted  between  the 
duke  and  him. 

Next  day  I  went  to  Windfor ;  and  the  firft  man  I  met 
was  lord  JEiallifax  coming  down  from  court  on  foot, 
and  with  a  face  of  trouble ;  and  as  foon  as  he  faw  me, 
with  hands  lift  up  two  or  three  times;  upon  which  I 
ftopt,and  alightning,  afked  what  was  the  m.atter;  lie  told 
Bie,  I  knew  all  as  well  as  he  \  that  the  duke  was  come ; 
that  every  body  was  amazed  •,  but  where  we  were,  or 
what  would  be  next,  no  body  knew :  he  bid  me  go  on 
to  court  before  the  king  went  out ;  faid  he  was  going 
to  his  lodging,  to  fit  and  think  over  this  new  world  : 
but  defired  we  might  meet,  and  my  lord  Sunderland, 
after  dinner. 

I  went  to  the  king  •,  and  after  him  to  the  duke, 
who  received  me  with  great  kindncfs,  and  prefently 
carried  me  into  a  little  inner  room,  and  alked  me  fmi- 
ling  and  very  familiarly,  whether  I  dki  not  wonder  to 
fee  him  here :  I  told  him,  no:  at  ail,  if  he  had  thought  the 
king  in  danger;  for  in  that  cafe  his  higbnefs  had  no- 
thing clle  to  do :  and  that  I  belitved,  upon  the  firft 
^:  L  1  2  news 
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news  of  his  majefly's  illnefs,  he  would  come  as  near 
as  he  could,  either  to  Newport  or  Calais,  and  there 
cxpeft  the  next  news  -,  but  that,  his  majefty's  fickncfi 
having  pafled  fo  foon,  I  confefled  I  had  not  thought 
of  his  coming  over.  We  talked  of  the  king's  re- 
covery, what  (lay  his  highnefs  would  make,  which  he 
faid  ihould  be  as  the  king  pleafed,  for  he  would  obey 
him  in  every  thing. 

I  gave  the  duke  a  Ihort  account  of  affairs  here,  as 
they  had  pafled  fince  the  conftitution  of  the  council ; 
of  the  mifchiefs  had  been  occafioned  by  the  lord 
Shafte(bury*s  having  been  brought  in  fo  much  againft 
my  will ;  of  his  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth ; 
of  the  three  lords  having  abfolutely  broken  from  him ; 
of  the  credit  they  were  grown  into  with  the  king ;  and 
of  my  confidence,  they  would  never  fall  into  any  mea- 
fures  againft  his  highnefs :  upon  which  chapter  I  faid 
a  great  deal  that  I  thought  neceflary  to  make  lord 
Effex  and  Hallifax's  court,  which  1  was  very  glad 
to  fee  fo  well  received  by  the  duke :  for,  as  to  lord 
Sunderland,  I  had  little  reafon  to  believe  he  needed  it, 
having  ever  been  in  with  the  court  in  the  whole  courle 
of  his  life.  For  myfelf,  I  only  faid  at  laft,  that>  be- 
caufe  I  did  not  know  what  our  prefent  diftempers 
might  end  in  if  the  next  parliament  Ihould  prove 
of  the  fame  humour  with  the  two  laft,  nor  what 
meafures  his  highnefs  would  fall  into  about  ftaying 
or  going  away  again  j  1  would  only  fay,  that,  let  what- 
ever would  befal  the  king's  affairs  or  his  highnefs*s, 
he  might  always  reckon  iipon  me  as  a  legal  man,  and 
one  that  would  always  follow  the  crown  as  became 
me ;  nor  could  any  thing  make  the  leaft  fcruple  in  this 
refolution,  unlefs  things  ftiouldever  grow  fo  delperatc, 
as  to  bring  in  foreigners,  which  f  if  ever  it  ftiould  be) 
would  be  a  nev/  cafe,  and  that  I  knew  not  what  to 
think  of.  Upon  this  the  duke  laid  his  hand  upon 
mine,  and  bid  me  keep  there,  and  faid,  that  he  would 

a(k 
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alk  no  more  of  me  or  any  man :  and  fo  I  parted  after 
a  long  and  very  gracious  audience,  and  came  home 
that  night  having  miiled  my  lord  Hallifax  and  Ellex 
in  die  afternoon  at  lord  Sunderland's,  where  we  had 
appointed  to  meet,  and  I  came,  but  they  failed ;  and 
loid  Sunderland  and  I  talked  deep  into  nothing,  re« 
fcrving  ourfelves,  as  I  thought,  till  the  others  came. 

I  ftaid  at  home,  making  the  reflecHons  I  could  not 
avoid  upon  the  carriage  of  my  friends ;  till  within  a 
few  days  I  heard  the  news  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
difgrace ;  which  though  it  came  by  fome  degrees,  yet 
they  were  fo  iudden  one  after  another,  as  to  make  it 
appear  a  loft  game  in  the  king's  favour  and  refolu- 
tions.  Though  nothing  could  feem  more  realbnable 
than  that  which  it  ended  in,  that,  while  the  duke  was 
abroad,  the  duke  of  Monmouth  fhould  be  lb  too  *,  hav- 
ing made  his  pretenfions  fo  evident,  and  purfued 
them  fo  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king's  affairs  5 
however,  I  could  not  but  wonder,  how  the  duke  had 
been  able  in  fo  few  days,  or  rather  hours,  to  get  fo 
great  a  viAory.  I  went  within  a  day  or  two  to  London, 
found  my  lord  Hallifax  in  phyfic,  but  faw  plainly  his 
diftemper  was  not  what  he  called  it ;  his  head  looked 
very  full,  but  very  unquiet ;  and  when  we  were  left 
akme,  all  our  talk  was  by  fnatches ;  fickncfs,  ill  hu- 
mour, hate  of  town  and  bufinefi,  ridiculoufnefe  of 
human  life ;  and  whenever  I  turned  any  thing  to  the 
preient  afiairs  after  our  ufual  manner,  nothing  but 
a&ion  of  hands  or  eyes,  wonder,  and  figns  of  trouble^ 
and  then  filence. 

I  came  home,  and  fatisfied  enough  upon  what  terms 
I  was  with  my  friends,  though  I  knew  not  whence  it 
came,  or  whither  it  went.  But  I  foon  found  out  the 
whole  fecret ;  which  was,  that,  upon  the  king's  firft 
iltoefs,  the  lords  Eflcx  and  Hallifax,  being  about  him, 
thought  his  danger  great,  and  their  own  fo  too ;  and 
that,  if  any  thing  happened,  to  the  king's  life,  the 
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duke  of  Monmouth  would  be  at  the  head  of  the 
tion,  in  oppofition  to  the  duke  upon  pretends  of  pope- 
ly,  and  in  conjun&ion  with  lord  Shattefburyi  who  had 
tnreaccned  to  have  dieir  heads  upon  prorogation  of  the 
laft  parliament;    which  threat  was  applied  bjr  lords 
EiTcx  and  Hallifax  to  themfelves ;  reckoning  lord  Sun* 
derland  out  of  danger  by  his  relation  to  lord  Shaftes- 
bury, and  the  fair  terms  that  had  always  made  between 
them-     This  fright  had  fo  affefted  thcfe  lords,  .that» 
not  Haying  to  fee  what  the  kins*s  fecond  fit  would  be, 
they  propofcd  to  the  king  the  lending  immediately  for 
the  duke ;    which  being  refolved,  and  the  dilpatch 
made  with  all  the  lecrecy  and  fpeed  imaginable,  the 
duke  came  over;  but  finding  the  king  recovered,  it 
was  agreed  to  pafs  for  a  journey  wholly  of  his  own,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  received  by  his  majefty  and  the  three 
iords  with  all  figns  of  furprize.     When  this  was  done, 
they  found  the  duke  of  Monmouth  fo  enraged  at  this 
counfel,  as  well  as  lord  Shaftefbury,  that  they  faw  no 
way  but  to  ruin  them  both,  and  throw  th?m  quite  out 
of  the  king's  affairs,   and  joining  themfelves  wholly 
with  the  duke's  intcreft ;  which  they  did  for  that  time, 
till  they  had  brought  about  all  his  highnefs  deHrcd  for 
his  fccurity  againft  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and   lord 
Shaftefbury ;  the  firft  going  over  into  Holland,  and  the 
other  being  turned  out  of  the  council. 

For  my  own  part,  though  I  was  glad  of  any  mcr- 
tiScation  that  happened  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and 
lord  Shaftefbury,  whole  defigns  had  run  the  kingdom 
into  fuch  incurable  divifions  and  diftraftions,  at  a  rime 
that  our  union  was  fo  neceffary  to  the  affairs  of  Chriflen- 
dom  abroad  \  yet  I  was  fpited  to  the  heart  at  the  car- 
riage of  my  friends  towaras  me  in  this  affair  ;  and  not 
fo  much  for  their  taking  fuch  a  refolution  without  my 
knowledge  and  concert  (which  they  never  had  done 
fmce  our  firfl  commerce)  as  for  keeping  me  ignorant 
after  the  duke's  coming  over  5  and  fo  far,  as  to  lee  me 
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make  fuch  a  Bgure  as  I  did,  in  dcnng  all  the  gpod  of- 
fices, and  making  all  the  court  I  could  to  the  duke» 
for  lords  Eilex  and  Hallifax,  as  I  told  them  I  woakl 
do  -,  while  they  were  both  in  the  depth  and  fccrct  dk 
his  interefts  and  counlels ;  and  I,  who  had  reaibo  id 
think  myfelf  well  with  his  highncls,  was  klr  whoOy 
out  of  all  confidence  both  with  him  and  with  them. 
But  I  had  reafon  to  refent  it  yet  further,  when  I  found 
that  fome  of  them,  perceiving  the  duke  much  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  conftitution  ot  the  new  council,  had, 
to  make  their  own  court,  laid  the  whole  load  of  it  up- 
on me ;  whereas,  if  my  lord  Chancellor,  lord  Sun- 
derlaiid,  and  lord  Eflex  had  not  fallen  into  it  with  the 
greateft  applaufes  and  endeavours  in  the  world  ta 
finifti  the  draught  of  it,  the  thing  had  certainly  died ; 
and  for  my  own  part,  after  I  could  not  hinder  my  lonj 
Shaftefbury's  being  brought  in,  I  would  have  been  very 
well  content  it  fhould. 

I  could  not  but  tell  my  lord  Sunderland  of  thefe  re- 
fcntments  ;  and  that  I  found  myfelf  lb  unfit  for  courts, 
that  I  was  refolved  to  pais  the  reft  of  my  Hfe  in  my 
own  domeftique,  without  troubling  myfelf  further  about 
any  public  affairs,  than  not  to  appear  fuUen  in  not 
coming  fometimcs  to  general  councils  :  and  that  lord 
Eflex  and  Hallifax*s  carriage  to  me  had  been  fuch,  af- 
ter having  been  the  two  men  of  England  I  had  it  in 
my  power  and  my  fortunes  moft  to  oblige,  that  I 
would  never  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  them.  This 
I  faid  only  to  one  perfon  more  ;  and  how  it  came  to 
be  known  by  their  two  lordfhips,  I  cannot  tell  5  but 
there  all  commerce  between  us  ended,  further  than 
what  was  common  when  we  met  at  council,  or  in  third 
places-,  though  lord  Hallifax  came  to  an  eclaircifle- 
mcnt  with  me  the  fpring  after,  which  ended  very  well, 
and  I  did  him  the  fervice  I  could  upon  occafion  in  the 
late  houfe,  as  well  as  in  council,  upon  their  heaa 
againfl:  him. 
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I  pafled  the  reft  of  the  fummer  at  home,  and  left 
the  tnree  lords  in  the  chief  miniftry  and  Iblc  con- 
fidence, as  outwardly  appeared,  both  with  the  king 
and  duke :  and  lord  EfTex  told  my  brother  Sir  John 
Temple,  who  was  then  here,  that  he  had  more  credit 
with  the  king  than  all  the  reft  of  the  miniftsrs,  or 
any  man  in  England :  but  the  refined  courtiers,,  who 
obierve  countenances  and  motions,  had  no  ojnnion  oi 
it:  and,  foon  after,  lord  Eflex  and  Hallifax,  upon 
the  private  examination  of  an  intrigue  I  could  never 
make  any  thing  of,  nor  thought  worth  my  enquiry, 
which  was  commonly  called  the  meal-tub  plot,  took 
fuch  a  diftafte  at  finding  themfelves  mentioned  in  it, 
and  yet  left  out  of  the  fecret  examinations  about  it, 
that  the  duke  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  their  difcon- 
tents  grew  open  againft  the  court ;  my  lord  Eflex 
left  the  treafury  •,  lord  Hallifax,  in  difcourfe  to  me, 
commended  him  for  it,  and  told  me  his  refolution  to 
go  down  into  die  country ;  and  though  he  could  not 
plant  melons  as  I  did,  being  in  the  North,  yet  he  would 
plant  carots  and  cucumbers,  rather  than  trouble  him- 
ielf  any  more  about  public  affairs  ;  and  accordingly  he 
went  down  to  Rufford,  To  their  nearer  friends  I  heard 
they  complained,  that  they  found  they  had  no  found 
part  in  the  king's  confidence  or  the  duke's,  that  they 
were  but  other  mens  dupes,  and  did  other  mens 
work ;  and  that,  finding  no  meafures  would  be  taken 
for  fatisfying  and  uniting  the  kingdom,  they  would 
have  no  more  part  in  public  afiairs. 

Upon  lord  Eflex's  leaving  the  treafury,  Mr.  *  Hyde 
cameofcourfe  to  be  firft  commiffioner-,  and  he  and 
Mr.  -f  Godolphin  were  brought  into  the  council ;  where 
I  met  them  the  next  time  I  came,  and  welcomed  them, 
as  two  perfons  that  had  always  been  my  friends,  and 
agreed  with  me  in  all  my  opinions  and  meafures  about 

•  Afterwards  earl  of  Rcchcftcr,       f  Aftexwards  earl  of  Godolphin. 
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affairs  abroad,  wherein  only  we  had  been  converfant  in 
our  commerce,  either  at  Nimeguen,  the  Hague,  or  at 
home.  Thele  two  joined  in  confidence  with  lord  Sun- 
derland ;  and  the  other  two  lords  being  in  difcontcnt 
or  abfent,  and  I  keeping  at  home  both  upon  my  relb- 
lution  and  inclination ;  thefe  three  were  eftecmed  to 
be  alone  in  the  fecret  and  management  of  the  king's 
affairs,  and  looked  upon  as  the  miniftry. 

Odlober  came  on,  wherein  the  parliament  was  to  meet. 
The  duke  was  in  Flanders  :  the  duke  of  Monmoudi 
in  Holland  :  lord  Shaftelbury  endeavoured  to  inflame 
the  reckoning  of  the  late  conduft  and  counfels  againft 
the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  and  to  fet  afoot  petitions 
in  cafe  they  did  not  fit :  the  minifters  were  not  able 
to  (land  the  opening  of  the  parliament;  and  (o  a 
ftort  prorogation  was  expected  fome  days  before  that 
appointed  for  their  aflfembly.  I  had  not  been  at  court 
or  council  in  a  month  or  fix  weeks;  when,  being 
recovered  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  I  came  to  town,  and 
went  to  lord  Sunderland,  talked  to  him  of  my  feveral 
arrears  in  the  trealury,  defired  his  help,  which  he 
proinifcd  with  great  kindnefs,  and  went  with  mc  to 
the  king,  where  we  propofed  and  agreed  the  way  of 
my  fatisfaftion.  The  king  feemed  very  kind  to  mc, 
but  neither  one  or  toother  of  them  faid  a  word  to  mc 
of  any  public  bufinefs.  From  the  king's  chamber 
we  went  to  the  council,  where  I  expedted  nothing  but 
fuch  common  things  as  I  knew  had  pafled,  for  a  good 
while  before ;  and  fo  all  pafled,  till  I  thought  the 
council  was  ending,  when  the  king  after  a  little  paufe 
told  us,  that  upon  many  confiderations,  which  he  could 
not  at  prefent  acquaint  us  with,  he  found  it  ncceflary 
to  make  a  longer  prorogation  than  he  had  intended  ot 
the  parliament :  that  he  had  confidered  all  the  conic- 
quences,  fo  far  as  to  be  abfolutely  refolved,  and  not  to 
bear  any  thing  that  Ihould  be  faid  againft  it :  that  he 
would  have  it  prorogued  till  that  time  twelvemonth ; 
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and  charged  my  lord  Chancellor  to  proceed  accord- 
ingly. 

All  at  council  were  ftunned  at  this  furprifing  rcfolu- 
tion,  and  the  way  of  propofins  it,  except  thofe  tew  that 
were  in  the  fecret,  and  they  thought  fit  to  be  filent, 
and  leave  the  thing  wholly  upon  his  majcfty :  feveral 
others  role  up,  and  would  have  entered  into  the  rea- 
ienings  and  confequences  of  it,  but  the  king  would 
not  near  them,  and  fo  all  debate  ended.  After 
which  I  rofe  and  told  the  king.  That  as  to  the  rcfo- 
lution  he  had  taken,  I  would  lay  nothing,  becaufe  he 
wasrcfolved  to  hear  no  reaioning  upon  it  •,  therefore  I 
would  only  prefume  to  offer  him  my  humble  advice 
as  to  the  courfe  of  his  future  proceedings  •,  which  was, 
that  his  majefty  in  his  affairs  would  pl:afe  to  make 
life  of  fome  council  or  other,  and  allow  freedom  to 
their  debates  and  advices  ;  after  hearing  which,  his 
majefty  might  yet  refolve  as  he  pleafed  :  that  if  he^ 
did  not  think  the  perfons  or  number  of  this  prelent 
council  luited  with  his  affairs,  it  was  in  his  power  to 
diffolve  them,  and  conftitute  another  of  twenty,  of 
ten,  or  of  five,  or  any  number  he  pleafed,  and  to 
alter  them  again  when  he  would ;  but  to  make  coun- 
fellors  that  (hould  not  counfel,  I  doubted  whether  it 
were  in  his  majefty's  power  or  no,  becaufe  it  implied 
a  contradiftion  i  .and,  fo  far  as  I  had  obfervcd  either 
of  former  ages  or  the  prefent,  I  quellioned  whether  it 
was  a  thing  had  been  pradtifed  in  England  by  his 
majefty's  predcceffors,  or  were  fo  now  by  any  of  the 
prelent  princes  olChrilLendom  :  and  therefore  1  humbly 
adviled  him  to  conftitute  fome  fuch  council,  as  he 
would  think  fit  to  make  ufe  of  in  the  digfllion  of 
his  great  and  public  affairs. 

His  majefty  heard  mc  very  gracioufly,  and  fcemed 
not  at  all  difpicafed  with  any  thing  I  had  faid  ;  nor 
any  other  pcrfon  of  the  brds  of  the  council,  but  moft 
very  much  to  approve  it :  yet,  aitcr  the  council  was 
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up,  my  lord  Sunderland  came  to  me,  told  me,  he  was 
never  fo  furprifed  as  at  what  I  had  laid,  and  expedled 
it  fooncr  from  any  man  in  England  than  me :  that 
whatever  refolutions  had  been  taken  about  my  bufi- 
ncfs  in  the  trealbry,  he  was  fure  nothing  fliould  be 
done.  I  replied,  that,  if  he  liked  not  what  I  faid, 
he  fhould  have  prevented  it,  by  telling  me,  before  I 
came  to  council,  what  was  intended  to  be  done-,  which 
if  I  had  known,  I  would  not  have  been  there,  no 
more  than  I  had  been  fo  long  before :  and  that,  if 
my  debt  would  not  be  paid,  I  muft  live  the  beft  I 
could  without  it. 

Not  long  before,  the  prince  of  Orange  writ  me  word, 
how  much  he  found  the  duke  unfatisfied  with  mc, 
upon  the  belief  that  it  was  I  had  given  the  prince 
thofe  impreffions  and  fentiments  which  he  had  upon 
the  common  affairs  of  Chriftendom  j  whereas,  he  could 
fay  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  he  had  given  mc 
mint-,  and  fliould  never  change  his  own  till  he  were 
convinced  d*avcir  tort  [of  being  in  the  wrong:] 
however,  that  he  thought  fit  out  of  friendfliip  to  mc, 
to  give  me  this  advice. 

I  was  now  in  a  pofture  to  be  admirably  plealed  with 
having  no  part  in  public  affairs  :  The  duke  unfarisScd 
with  mc  ot  late  \    the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefbury  from  the  verj^  firft  j  lord  Effiac  and  HaJlifaz 
out  of  all  commerce  wirh  mc  upon  what  hid  paf&d  ; 
great  civility  from  the  other  minifters,  but  no  oammu- 
nication  •,  and  the  lii.ig  himfelf,  thoLgh  rtrj  gracioui, 
yet  very  refervcd.     Upon  all  this,  anc  the  nKr^arjcho]/ 
profpedt  of  our  diftraiiions  a:  home^  zrA  thereupon 
the  difafters  threatening  abroad  :  but  chirf:y  upon  njy 
own  native  humour,  bom  f:;r  2  privitt  2:fr,  ar,d  par- 
ticular converiition  or  general  l^ifjrc ;  I  rrfv^Tcd  to 
give  over  all  part  \n  publick  aFihx,    zzjC  asrjt  li^ 
more  either  to  ccun  or  colsc:]  in  a  Tyj:j:^\  vsat^ 
which  I  ipem  ducfiy  in  the  couacrj. 


^5^4      Memtnrs  from  the  Peace  in  1679, 

In  this  time  the  lord  Ruflel,  terd  *  Cavendilh,  Sir 
H.  Capel,  and  Mr.  Powle,  diftafted  at  the  late  proroga- 
tion, as  well  as  at  the  manner  of  it,  and  pretending  to 
defpair  of  being  able  to  ferve  the  king  any  longer,  in  a 
condud  of  affairs  fo  difagreeable  to  the  general  humour 
of  the  people ;  went  to  the  king  together,  and  defired 
his  majefty  to  excufe  their  attendance  any  more  upon 
him  at  council,  which  the  king  very  eafOy  confcnted  to. 
Lord  Salifbury,  lord  Eflex,  and  lord  Hallifax  feemed 
to  have  taken  the  fame  refblution,  though  not  in  fo 
much  form.  Upon  which  I  thou^t  it  might  be  a  great 
prejudice  to  his  majefty^s  affairs,  to  be  lett  by  fo  many 
at  once :  and  that,  if  I  wholly  gave  over  at  the  fame 
time,  it  would  locdc  like  entering  into  a  fa£tion  with 
per(bns  who  were  only  difpleafed  with  the  prcfcnt  fcene 
upon  hopes  of  entering  foon  upon  another,  which  was 
no  part  01  my  thoughts  or  defigns.  Therefore  I  relblved 
t6  go  again  to  council,  to  (hew  I  had  not  herded  with 
thofe  that  had  left  it;  aiid  that  my  leaving  it  too  might 
not  occafion  fome  mens  greater  diftaftes  at  the  govem- 
nient. 

In  the  intermiffion  I  had  made,  my  wife,  continu- 
ing her  commerce  with  my  lady  Sunderland,  had  met 
my  lord  there ;  who,  taking  no  notice  of  what  had 
pafled  between  us,  aiked  her  how  I  had  proceeded  in  my 
Dufinefs  of  the  treafury,  and  whether  I  needed  his  help, 
which  he  offered  with  great  friendlineis  if  I  had  occalion. 
When  I  came  up  to  town,  and  went  the  firft  time  to 
council ;  after  it  was  done,  I  went  to  lord  Sunderland, 
told  him  what  regards  towards  his  majefty  had  made 
me  come  up,  and  gave  him  thanks  for  his  offers  to  my 
wife :  I  found  him  returned  to  his  firft  temper  towards 
mc ;  entered  into  common  affairs,  but  always  with  pro- 
feflions  of  my  refolutions  to  retire,  and  my  thoughts  of 
a  journey  into  Italy,  which  I  had  long  promiled  the 
great  duke.  I  lived  on  with  my  lord  Sunderland  in 
•  Afterwards  duke  of  Dc? onfliire. 
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all  kindnefs,  though  not  confidence,  which 
wholly  between  him,  and  Mr.  Hyde,  and  Mr.  Godal- 
phin.  I  made  ufe  of  his  offers,  and  by  his  help  came 
to  an  ifliie  in  the  moil  difficult  point  of  my  bufindi 
in  the  treafiiry. 

The  fecond  time  I  was  at  council,  after  my  renra 
from  Sheen,  my  lord  Sunderland  told  me  he  was  to  £qr 
fbmething  to  me  from  the  king,  and  defiled  we  might 
meet  after  council  was  up.  I  went  to  his  lodgingi  ^ 
where  he  told  me. that  Mr.  iccretary  Corcntry  " 
abfolutely  refblved  to  part  with  his  place,  and  the  1 
having  found  I  had  long  declined  it,  bad  no  _ 

of  confendng  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  comii^  into  it  upoa 
a  bargain  with  the  lecretary ;  but  that  the  king  wonid 
do  nothing  in  it  without  firfl  kttii^  me  know  hm 
thoughts ;  and  aflced  whether  I  had  any  thing  to  faf 
upon  it.  I  made  no  ftop  in  the  worU,  bat  ooki  Im 
lordihip  that  the  king  could  do  nothing  for  me  tfajc  I 
would  uke  kinder  than  this ;  that  I  had  ihnerai  tnnei 
prefled  his  majefty  to  a  new  chcnoe,  and  once  dSatd 
to  name  Ibme  to  him  that  I  knew  were  6tfor  iti  that  I 
had  refolved  againft  it  fo  lon^  diat  his  nu^efty  had  oo 
reafbn  to  remember  any  ofhis  eng^^^enieno  to  mtp 
how  voluntary  fbever ;  but,  diat  he  was  pleaied  to  69 
it,  was  the  mod  obliging  in  the  world  ;  and  I  ws 
refolved  immediately  to  go  and  make  Ism  my  aC'-^ 
knowledgments.  I  did  fo ;  tbey  were  ezrremeiy  wdi 
taken,  the  king  uled  me  wkh  great  kinrirWi  ;  acd  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  came  into  the  office. 

I  pafled  the  winter  in  town,  tfaoogh  with  nttxh 
indifpofition ;  going  fometimes  to  the  axircil,  ltd  ftgax^ 
times  to  the  foreign  committee,  bat  ooc  frfC«rdT  » 
either,  and  meddling  very  fitde  with  anv  t^mor  duK 
pailed  there;  unle(s  it  was  what  codcemecf  dv^  af&n  of 
Ireland,  which  happened  to  be  then  hoc  c^pno  che  jtt^  ; 
the  duke  of  Ormond  and  ayaxxS  of  that  ^CMfffiftm 
having  tranfmitced  icvcial  ads  orer  to  the  o:^jmA 
2  here. 
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bere^  both  of  grace  aiidfui^Iies^  in  order  to  aparliamenc 
to  be  hfsid  in  Ireland.  This  faaiougfit  Jord  Eflex  again 
into  play, .  after  fo  much  difconteat  and  fo  littl^  ac-i 
tt»dance  for  feveral  niooths  at  cound} ;  but  his  eye 
and  heart  had  ever  been  bent  upon  his  return  to  tbfi 
govemoK^t  ci  Ireland ;  which  made  him  fteer  all.  by 
that  compais,  and  purfuc  court  or  pcMDular  humouf^  as 
he  thought  either  likelieft  to  further  that  end.  When- 
eycTrd^  Irifh  a(5U  came  into  council,  he  was  fure  fio  be 
t))(^>firit  raifing  twenty  diffiodsies  in  the  particur 
lir.faj^  and  arrai^ing  .not  only  the  prudence,  but 
nmmofi  .fenie,  oi  .the  idrdlieutenant  and  council 
dlSCe^^jthep  arguing  9^w&  the  aflembling  a  parliament 
ia.^thf^  kingdom )..an^  introducing  Sir  James 

^^KfiR  t&;make  .pr^x>fals  of  idcreafing  the  king's  rr-> 
Vfs^uei  there  near  eighty,  thouiand  pounds  a  year  upon  a 
newfattnto  hin^felf  and  the  company  he  oJBfenrd  to  Ixi 
jpinod  withhim,;.a  £um  indeed,  a&  it  was^  drawn  up, 
QMpf  idi^.'rcvenuei  Jbu^  of  the  crownof  Ireland. 

X1mI3  fcheme  was  ever  fuf^rted  by  lord  Eflex  1  and 
ever'  opppied  by  me  with  more  fharpnefe  than  ww 
ufual  to  me  upon  any  debates  •,  becaule  I  had  found 
out  the  cheat  of  the  whole  thing,  which  lord  Eflex  had 
fet  on  foot  as  a  great  mafler-picce  of  that  cunning, 
which  his  friends  ufed  to  fay  was  his  talent,  and  was  one 
for  which  <^  all  odier  talents  I  had  ever  the  grcatefr 
averflon*  The  fhort  of  this  (tory  was,  lord  Eflex  had 
a  mind  to  be  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  to  hinder  any 
parliament  being  called  till  he  came  to  the  govern-^ 
m^nt*  He  law  himfelf  out  at  court  •,  and  the  hopes 
of  getting  in  by  his  intereft  in  parliament,  now  delayed 
by  the  prorogation  longer  dian  he  could  fl:ay  :  he  pnH 
J66bs  this  farm  with  Sir  James  Sheen,  and  by  him^ 
offers  it  to  Mr.  Hyde,  with  the  advantages  mentioned 
to  the  king's  revenue ;  but  agrees  with  Sir  James,  that, 
if  the  bait  were  fwallowed,  he  fliould,  upon  the  con- 
clufion  of  all,  declare  that  he  and  his  company  were 

^.^  .       a  ready 
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ready  to  pertbrm  all  the  conditions  agreed  on-,  but  could 
HOC  do  it  unlefe  my  lord  Eflcx  might  be  fcnt  over 
lieutenant  ot  Ireland  •,  without  which  the  condition  of 
that  kingdom  could  never  be  fettled  enough  for  fuch 
advantages  to  the  king's  fervice  and  revenue. 

This  I  knew  under  fecreqr  from  a  confident  of  Sir 
James  Sheen,  who  had  told  himfelf  this  whole  projed, 
and  the  paces  intended. 

Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  at  the  head  of  all  matters  con- 
cerning the  King's  revenue,  had  received  this  new  pro- 
pofal,  and  embraced  it  very  warmly  •,  whether  prevailed 
upon  by  the  fpccious  (hew  ot  fo  great  increafcs  in  the 
revenue,  or  by  fome  new  meafures  growing  between 
him  and  lord  Eflex  in  other  affairs,  1  never  could  de- 
termine •,  but  fuch  a  patronage  at  council  gave  ftrength 
to  the  debates,  being  litde  oppoled  but  by  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  and  me,  who  laid  the  matter  fo  bare,  that  k 
drew  out  into  length  that  whole  fpring  ;  and  the  king 
joined  wholly  witli  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  thing,  and- 
fo  far,  that  when  it  was  come  to  council  or  comminect 
his  majefty  fent  particularly  to  me  to  be  there. 

In  the  iridft  of  thefc  agitations,  the  duke  came  over 
out  of  Flanders,  and  refoiution  was  taken  for  bis  go<> 
ing  into  Scotland.  1  was  extremely  concerned  for  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  fallen  into  danger  of  the 
confequences  threatened  by  thefc  intrigues  and  purfuits, 
after  the  moft  fenfible  blow  that  could  be  given  i'.im, 
by  the  death  ot  his  *  Ion ;  and  was  both  oJ  an  age 
and  merits  to  expect  no  more  reveries  of  fortune,  after 
fo  many  as  he  had  run  through  in  die  courfe  of  his 
loyalty.  1  faw  Mr.  Hyde  violently  fatnc  upon  Sir  James 
Sheen's  imaginary  project,  and,  I  doub:ed,  with  ian^ 
pique  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  paruaiicv  co  lor4 
Effex.  The  king  feemed  to  grow  weary  oi  (o  much 
purfuit ;    and  lord  Sundcrlanu  v;as  ir^dxiertnc  ia  tht 
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riling :  fo  that  I  refolvfed  to  try  if  I  coald  not  engfi^ 
the  nuke  ta  fupport  the  duke  of  Onnond;  'and  tbe^ 
fecond  time  I  was  with  his  highneis,  after  isisiCQmii^ 
to  court,  I  fell  into  this  whole  bufinels  and  the«coii«^; 
lequences  of  it,  and  laid  open  the  fecret  of  the'  thiii|^^ 
The  duke  ieemed  very  favourable  to  lord  Efiex,  •  and- 
more  indifierent  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  than  lexpededv 
which  made  me  fall  very  freely  into  the  charafter  rf 
them  both,  which  the  duke  feemed  at  laft  to  allow 
with  thediitindtion  they  dcferved,  and  profefledtode^* 
fire  the  duke  of  Ormond  fhould  be  condnued  ;  tho^;^ 
if  he  were  removed  at  any  time,  he  ftill  feemed  to  think* 
lord  E&x  the  fitteft  to  fuccacd  him.  But  I  found, 
Ibme  days  after,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  that  his  higHh^ 
nefs  had  been  very  glad  to  find  me  fo  fixed  in  thafif 
bufmefs  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  that  he  would* 
give  him  what  fupport  he  could. 

Upon  the  motions  of  this  affeir,  I  grew  into  more 
attendance  upon  his  majefty,  and  more  commerce  both 
with  lord  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Hyde  -,  with  whom  I 
always  lived  very  well,  though  we  differed  fo  much 
in  opinion  upon  this  Irifh  bufmefs.  But  continuing 
ftill  my  refolutions  of  winding  myfelf  out  of  all  public 
bufinefs ;  and  to  that  end  talking  often  to  them  of  my 
defign  to  make  a  journey  to  Florence,  both  upon  occa-«i 
fion  of  my  health  and  promife  -,  they  both  propofed  to 
me,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  go  into  a  hot  country,  to  go 
into  Spain,  and  do  it  with  a  charafter  from  the  king, 
who  was  likely  to  have  affairs  there  *,  rather  than  make 
a  journey  like  young  gentlemen,  only  to  fee  the  country. 
I  told  them  how  unwilling  I  was  to  charge  myfclf 
again  with  the  ceremonies  and  fatigue  of  an  embafiy ; 
or  to  run  again  the  hazard  I  had  done  fo  often  already, 
of  being  undone  by  diofe  employments :  that,  if  I 
could  refolve  on  it,  I  did  not  fee  what  affairs  the  king 
could  have  in  Spain,  whilft  he  had  fuch  as  he 
feemed  to  have  at  prelcnt  in  England ;  nor  could  I  fee 

.    .  what 


ft  the  Author  i  RetirmcrJ.  529 

what  ufe  any  leagues  cr  meafures  abroad  could  be  to 
him,  unlels  fome  union  ar  home  would  enibie  him  xo 
fupportthem.  This  converfation,  however,  was  often 
renewed  between  us ;  and  ar  lall:,  I  lound  oij:,  v.cZ 
to  prepare  for  a  good  feffion  of  parliament  nrxt  wL-rter, 
the  miniftcrs  were  refolved  upon  all  me^Jures  tLit  irig'nt 
conduce  towards  it  during  the  fummer ;  and,  a?  one 
of  the  chief,  were  refolved  to  fend  rr.iriilers  to  Spin, 
Denmark,  and  other  of  the  confederates,  and  er.:rr 
with  them  into  the  ftrideft  meafures  for  the  common 
defence  againft  the  power  of  France. 

I  found  the  minifters  were  mighty  esmcil  to  engage 
me  in  this  embaffy,  as  believing  m.y  cTiaiging  myftif 
with  it  would  give  a  general  opinion,  both  ar  home 
and  abroad,  of  our  fincerity  in  the  thing  1  he  king 
fpoke  to  me,  and  (eemed  very  defux)us  of  my  under- 
taking it.  I  defended  my  felf  a  good  while,  ha\'ing 
indeed  no  opinion  the  thing  had  a  good  root,  or 
that  the  appearance  of  it  would  have  the  cfftS 
hoped  for,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  parliament : 
but  at  laft  I  brought  it  to  this  point,  uiar  I  would 
not  charge  myfelf  with  going  to  make  the  intended 
alliance  in  Spain  j  but,  if  the  king  fhou'd  LhLik  fit 
to  conclude  it  here  with  the  Spanifh  ambiflkdor  Lpon 
terms  of  mutual  fatisfadion,  I  wou:d  b:-  conitni  to 
go  and  cultivate  it  in  Spain.  This  was  done  by  the 
minifters;  the  king  declared  me  his  arr.baiTador  ex- 
traordinary at  Madrid;  I  paflPcd  my  fnv\--fta],  re- 
ceived my  equipage,  and  fpent  the  hr:::r  end  of  the 
fummer  in  the  preparations  for  my  journey,  which 
were  in  a  manner  finifhed  about  th-j;  mid:fltr  of  S'rp- 
tember;  when  the  king  told  me,  tha:  r:r.ct  the  par- 
liament drew  fo  near,  and  fo  mjch  depended  i:pon 
it  of  all  that  conctmed  him  either  abroiJ  or  at  honx:, 
he  was  refolved  to  have  me  ftay  at  hSz  the  open- 
ing of  it,  by  whii  wc  Ihould  juJg-  of  t:^  further 
pro^refs. 
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Fmm  what  feeds  the  difcontcnts  and  vfoknt  pr5«- 
ceedings  of  diis  laft  feffion  grew,  I  have  told  abeady ; 
but  by  what  motions  and  degrees  they  came  to  fuch  a 
height  is  another  ftory,  and  may  have  had  fomc  roots 
which  I  did  not  difcover ;  but  wnat  I  obferved  was  thisL 
After  the  duke's  return  into  Flanders,  he  had  the  k^R's 
leave  to  come  over  again  in  fomc  months.  The  diie 
of  Monmouth  came  bu:k  out  of  Holland  widiout  leaver 
^d  fo  came  not  to  court ;  and  thereby  feemed  to  make 
himfelf  the  head  of  thofe  that  were  difcontcntcd, 
cither  with  the  duke's  return,  or  the  intermiflSon  of 
parliament.  In  acting  this  part  he  was  guided  by 
lord  Shaftc(bury,  who  refolved  to  blow  up  the  fire  as 
high  as  he  could  this  liimmer ;  fo  as  to  make  die  neccf- 
fity  the  greater  of  the  parliament  fitting  at  the  time 
appointed.  And,  becaufe  boldnefs  looks  like  ftrength, 
.to  encourage  his  party  with  an  opinion  of  both,  he 
engaged  ieveral  lords,  and  among  them  lord  Ruffel,  to 
gowithhimtoWeftminfter-Hallpublickly,  and  there, 
.at  the  kinflf  s  bench,  to  prcfent  the  duke  as  a  recufant. 
Though  the  matter  had  no  confequences  in  the  forms 
of  the  court ;  yet  it  had  a  general  one  upon  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  a  ftrong  one  upon  the  paffions  of 
all  thote  perlbns  that  were  fo  publickly  engaged  in  this 
bold  pace  ag^fl  the  duke,  which  v/as  breaking  all 
meaftires  witn  him,  and  entering  into  the  defperate 
itfolution  of  either  ruining  his  highncfs  or  themfclves: 
and  I  found  it  had  a  great  cfteft  upon  the  fmall  circle 
of  my  acquaintance  or  obfervation. 

Lord  Eflcx,  who  had  purfucd  his  return  to  the  go- 
vemment  of  Ireland  by  engines  at  court  for  fix  months 
paft,  began  to  let  all  that  bufinefs  of  Sir  James  Sheen 
cool,  and  to  reckon  upon  laying  a  furer  foundation  for 
that  dcfign,  from  the  credit  he  intended  to  gain  in 
the  approaching  parliament.  Upon  this  he  began  to 
fall  into  new  commerce  with  lord  Shaftefbury,  who 
told  him  in  thcfe  fhainelcfs  words,  ''  My  Lord,  if 
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**  you  wiiicome  in  to  us,  never  trooble  youHelf,  we'll 
*<  inake  you  lieutenant  of  Ireland/*  The  way  tx>  this 
letum  was  to  oppofe  the  duke's  ftay  here  upon  the 
federal  paflages  he  made,  but  chiePiy  u^n  that  betore 
the  feilion  of  parliament.  Lord  Haliitax,  though  he 
fell  not  in  with  lord  ShaiteH^ury,  yet  was  glad  to  make 
fair  weather  againft  the  parliament  met,  by  his  oppoA- 
tiong  to  the  duke.  Lord  Sunderland  was  (truck  with 
the  boldnefs  of  the  lords  preientment  in  Wefliminfter- 
Hall,  and  the  confequence  of  fuch  men  being  fo  de- 
(perately  engaged  in  an  attempt  wherein  they  were  like 
to  be  feconded  by  the  humour  of  the  nation,  upon  the 
alarms  <^  popery  -,  which  made  him  conclude,  the  king 
would  not  be  able  to  fupport  the  duke  any  longer, 
but  would  be  forced  to  feparate  his  interefts  from  him 
at  laft :  and  he  believed  the  king  himfelf  was  of  the 
iame  cnind.  Mr.  Godolphin  fell  into  the  fame  thoughts 
with  lord  Sunderland,  both  of  the  diing  it&lf^  and 
ci  the  king*s  mind  in  it :  ib  as  upon  the  debate  in 
council,  concerning  the  duke's  ftay  or  going  back 
into  Scodand  before  the  parliament  met,  thele  four 
joined  abfotutely  in  the  reafons  and  advices  for  his 
going  away;  and  though  the  reft  of  the  council  wese 
generally  of  the  contrary  opinion,  yet  the  king  fell  in 
with  thde  four,  and  concluded  the  thing,  againit  die 
duke's  will  and  his  friends,  as  I  have  been  told  :  for 
during  all  thefe  tranfaftions  I  was  in  the  country,  with 
my  thoughts  and  preparations  wholly  turned  upon 
my  Spanifli  embafly  ;  and  I  was  the  willinger  to  be 
there,  upon  the  refolution  I  had  long  been  fixed  in, 
never  to  enter  into  any  ditferences  or  perfonal  matters 
between  the  king  and  his  brother. 

The  duke  went  away,  and  the  parliament  began, 
with  the  general  knowledge,  of  i^  many  great  perfons 
having  appeared  fo  publickly  againfl  his  highnefs  in 
Weftminfter-Hall,  and  fo  confiderable  ones  in  the  court 
itfelf  and  at  the  council-table  *.  thole  of  the  firft  gang 
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fell  immediately  ihto  the  caba»  bfteHIi  ^^hmmelk  \ 
who  framed  the  bill  of  cxduflon ;  ^wliertSff  i»iy  \ 

defperately  engaged,  not  only,  as  tiicypiWfefltxi;^ '11^*1 
opinion  of  national  ends,  but  likewife  tipiMf  ^iSii?^ 
felf-prefervation,  having  bi*oken  irreparably  jdl'nftMbiA 
already  with  the  duke :  the  gichcrality  of  thtf 'hrtJfflJWf 
commons  were  carried,   partly  wim  di^  j^laufifeleHeil 
of  the  thins;,   calculated  in  appearance  ohly  agtfiik 
popery,  without  ^ny  private  ends  as  ^W  plt-tdfidBf;  J 
and  partly  with  the  opinion  of  the  kins^s-Wicrfuiftfc  j 
to  fall  into  it,  upon  the  obfervation  of  luch  Ioi*dSf*tlf 
the  court  having  engaged  fo  far  in  fending  awaytffc 
duke.     All  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  friends- drotfe 
it  on  violently ;    not  doubting  he  would  lie  ih^llie 
duke's  place,  though  no  provifion  feemed  to  be  niiiie  \ 
for' that  in  the  forms  of  the  draught:    and  all'thifeM 
circumftanccs  concurring,   made  fo  violent  a  tdVidh:  ■ 
for  carrying  on  this  bill,   as  nothing  could  refiftj""^ 
any  ways  divert ;  and  as  it  happens  upon  all  occafi6lll» 
the  fmall  oppofition,  made  by  two  or  three  men,'  tWKJP    ; 
the  violence  the  greater.  '  ^'^f- 

Befides  thefe  general  circumftanccs,  there  wwc'twp 
more  particular  and  perfonil,  that  feemed  to  tne-lD 
have  great  influence  upon  the  houfe:  one  was  kMd 
Ruflel  fetting  himfelf,  almoft  with  afFeftation,  at* Ac 
head  of  this  affair ;  who  was  a  perfon  in  general  mptlht 
of  an  honeft  worthy  gentleman,  without  tricks?  or 
private  ambition,  and  who  was  known  to  ventEiirc 
as  great  a  ftake  perhaps  as  any  fubjeft  of  Englattd. 
The  other  was  Sir  William  Jones  entering  upoa  it-lb 
abruptly  and  fo  ddperately  as  he  did,  if  I  miftike 
not,  the  firft  day  he  came  irito  the  houfe  (at  IcJift  I 
have  been  told  fo,  for  I  was  not  there)  which  was  fomc 
time  after  the  feffion  began,  havjng  been  engaged  hi 
a  difputed  eleftion.  And  this  perfon  having  the  name  j 
of  the  greateft  lawyer  of  England,  and  commonly  of  a  ] 
very  wife  man  j  bcfidcs  this,  of  a  very  rich,  and  of  a 
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wary  or  rather  timorous  nature ;  made  people  generally 
conclude  that  the  thing  was  certain  and  late,  and  would 
at  lail  be  agreed  on  all  parts,  whatever  countenance 
were  made  at  court, 

Ihe  bill  palled  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was 
carried  up  by  lord  Ruflel  to  the  houfe  of  lords;  as 
I  think,  for  I  was  not  there  at  the  houfe.  But,  in  the 
houie  of  lords,  it  met  with  another  kind  of  reception. 
The  king  was  refolvedj  and  declared  againft  the  bill : 
and  though  lord  Shaftefbury,  lord  E&x,  and,  as  I 
remember,  about  fifteen  more,  were  violently  for  it ; 
yet  the  reft  of  the  houfe  were  firm  and  pofitive  againft 
it ;  among  whom  lord  Hallitax  appeared  moft  in  the 
head  of  all  debates ;  and  fo  it  was,  after  long  eonteft, 
abiblutely  thrown  out.  This  enraged  die  houfe  of 
commons;  and,  having  failed  of  the  only  thing  they 
fcemed  to  have  at  hearty  made  them  fall  upon  perfons ; 
engage  firft  in  the  purfuit  of  lord  Stafford  to  the  block, 
upon  the  fcore  of  the  plot;  and  then  in  addreOes, 
tidier  upon  general  difcontents  in  the  publick  afi^airs,  or 
upon  common  fame  againft  particular  men. 

During  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  fclTion  of  par- 
liament, I  played  a  part  very  impertinent  for  a  man 
that  had  any  defigns  or  ambitions  about  him  ;  but  for 
me  who  had  none  (and  whole  head  was  fixed  cither 
upon  my  embafly  into  Spain,    or  upon  my  ablblutc 
retirement)  the  only  one  wherein  I  could  have  latLsfied 
niyfelf.     As  I  never  entered  into  publick  bufinels  by 
my  own  choice  or  purfuit,  but  always  called  into  it 
by  the  king,  or  his  minifters  ;    fo  I  never  made  the 
common  ufe  of  it,  by  ever  afldng  either  money,  lands, 
or  honour  of  his  majefty ;  though  I  have  been  often 
enough  urged  to  it  by  my  friends,  and  invited  by  fo 
great  degrees  of  confidence  and  favour,  as  I  have  ftood 
in  with  his  majefty  both  often  and  long.     I  never  had 
my  heart  fet  upon  any  thing  in  publick  affairs,  but  die 
happincfs  of  my  country,  and  grcatnels  of  the  crown : 
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and,  in  order  to  that,  the  iinion  (rf*  bbth,  'hf  WbM 
alone  I  thought  both  could  bs  atcbieved.    Wlwtlli# 
firfi:  into  deipair  of  this,  I  fell  firft  into  a  diftafii^ftf 
all  publick  affairs ;   which  has  been  nourflhed  bf  ^i 
courie  of  fuch  accidents  and  turds  of  court,  and  perfiMtl 
inconftancies  or  in6delities,    as  I  hare  itela^.     By 
what  mrans  I  came  to  be  io  long  engaged,  as  toffee 
this  feflion  of  parliament,  I  have  told ;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  told,  the  vexation  and  trouble  which  the  cowfe 
of  it  gave  me.     I  knew  very  well,  that  all  the  bS^ 
of  t  landers  and  Holland  depended  upon  the  union  <^ 
his  majefly  with  his  parliament,  which  might  enable 
him  to  make  ftich  a  figure  in  Chriftendom,    as  the 
crown  of  England  has  done,  and  ought  always  to  da 
The  Dutch  had  fent  over  monfieur  Van  l/Cwen  to  n)ake 
both  court  and  coontfy  fcnfible  of  this  neceffity  that 
Chriflmdom  was  in  *,  and  how  much  all  would  lie  at 
the  mefCTt)f  France,  from  the  day  they  faw  the  hopes 
cf  it  fidt    The  houfc  of  comnxms  met,  with  ftich  a 
fccnt  upon  wh^  they  thought  the  chief  of  their  home 
concert $,  that 'the  name  of  any  thing  foreign  would 
not  be  all(>wed  among  them ;  nay,  the  mention  of  Spa- 
nifh  leagues,  alliances  with  Holland,  and  meafures  in* 
tended  by  the  kifig  with  other  confederates,  were  laughed 
at,  as  court-tricks,  and  too  ftale  to  pafs  any  mom 
They  fell  downright  upon  a  point  invincible,  which 
was  the  bill  of  exclufion ;  and  m  default  of  that,  upon 
heats  againft  the  government  and  the  miniftcrs,  not 
i^thopt  fome  glancing  at  the  king.     This  was  returned 
with  heats  at  court  by  thofe  minifters  that  were  chiefly 
touched-,  which  were  lord  Hallifax,  who.  byafudd^t^ 
turn,  whereof  I  know  no  account,    had  ut  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feflion  fallen  into  the  open  defence 
of  the  duke's  intcrefts  ;  and  Mr.  Hyde,  who,  by  his 
relation  to  the  duke,  and  by  his  education  wlioliy  at 
court,  was  ever  reckoned  upon,  as  well  as  found  to 
be,  firft  in  that  point.     Though  I  did  not  find  by 

them. 


dicnw  th4t  they  thQught  it  would  be  to  much  purpole  y 
only  they  promiied  to  ^gr^e  with  the  king  upon  the; 
diraught  of  fomc  expedients  in  the  caie^  yhick  lord 
HaUiitix  had  charged  himielf  with,  and  (hould  be 
charged  with  to  the  houie  of  lords,  during  the  heats^ 
of  the  commons. 

For  my  own  part,  fo  foon  as  I  faw  the  bent  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  the  violence  with  which  it  was 
carried,  and  the  diftra&ions  ic  was  like  to  enga^  the 
kingdom  in^  at  a  time  they  were  fo  little  in  feaion  \  I 
Rave  over  liril  all  hopes,  and  then  all  thoughts  upon 
to  uopleafant  a  theme.  In  the  bufinefs  of  the  bill  \ 
never  meddled,  nor  fo  much  as  reafoned  either  in  or 
out  of  the  houfe ;  having  declared  my  opinion  to  the 
king  and  his  minifters,  tnat  it  was  to  op  pu]^)oie  to 
oppofe  it  there  *,  nor  for  the  king  to  take  nodce  of 
die  conunons  addrefs  upon  it,  further  than  co  let  them 
know,  that  whenever  any  bills,  or  any  add^rffis  upon 
thina  of  that  nature,  were  brought  to  him  from  both 
houtes,  he  would  aniwer  them.  By  this  means  t 
thought  the  king  was  fure  of  his  end;  for  the  bill 
would  certainly  fall  as  often  as  it  came  into  the  houfe 
of  lotds  \  and,  if  he  ihould  be  forced  to  break  the  par- 
liament, it  would  be  better  done  upon  invincible  dif- 
ference between  the  two  houfes,  than  upon  any  be- 
tween his  majefty  and  the  houfe  of  commons.  But 
this  opinion  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  chief  minifters. 
After  that,  1  preifed  both  the  king  and  them  to  bring 
fuch  expedients  as  they  told  me  were  refolved  on  \ 
that  fo  we  might  make  all  the  ftrengch  we  could  to 
fupport  them  in  tlie  houie  of  commons,  and  thereby 
reduce  things  to  fome  temper ;  but  thefe,  though  daily 
talked  of,  never  appearea.  I  went  not  often,  either 
to  the  houfe  or  coynctl ;  but  when  I  did,  and  thought 
it  to  any  purpofe,  I  endeavoured  to  allay  the  heats  on 
either  fide ;  and  told  the  king  I  expeded  to  be  turned 
o(it  of  the  houie  in  the  morning,  and  out  of  the  council 
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in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Hyde  afkcd  tnc  one  day  in  the 
couacU-chamber,  why  I  came  £0  fe]don>  to  thehoufe  or 
council  J  I  told  him,  'twas  upon  Solomon's  advice, 
neither  to  oppofe  the  mi^ty^  nor  go  about  to  Aop 
the  current  ot  a  river :  upon  which  he  faid^  I  was 
a  .  wife  and  a  quiet  man ;  and,  if  it  were  not  for 
fome  circumftances  he  could  not  help,  he  would  do 
fo  too. 

I  do  not  remember  to  liave  fpoken  in  the  houfe,  but 
upon  the  motion  of  fupplies  for  Tangier  *  ;  upon  the 
digeftion  of  the  firft  additfs  about  general  grievances  •» 
and  in  the  cafes  of  my  lord  chief-juftice  North,  and 
my  lord  Hallifax  being  imj^ached  upon  common  fame: 
nor  at  any  geneial  councils,  unlels  it  were  upon  the 
houfe  of  commons  addrefs  againft  lord  Hallifax,  and 
upon  a  debate  about  diflblving  the  parliament ;  wherein 
I  defired  the  king  and  council  never  to  lay  afide  the 
thoughts  and  endeavours  of  agreeing  either  with  this  or 
fome  other  parliament,  as  a  matoer  of  ib  great  neceflity 
to  the  ftate  of  his  majefty's  affairs  both  abroad  and  at 
home.  Lord  Hallifax  anfwercd  me  in  few  words,  that 
every  body  was  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  of  the  king's 
agreeing  with  his  parliaments,  though  not  with  this : 
and  t  Mr.  Seymour  told  me,  he  perteftly  agreed  with 
me  in  what  I  had  faid.  The  laft  thing  I  did,  in  houfe 
or  council,  was  to  carry  the  king's  laft  anfwer  to  the 
commons,  containing  his  rcfolutions  never  to  confent 
to  the  exclufion  of  the  duke ;  J  which  fccretary  Jenkins 
had  been  ciiarged  w  ith  the  night  before  at  council :  but 
he  was  thought  too  unacceptable  to  the  houfe,  it  feems, 
iof  a  menage  that  was  like  to  prove  fo;  and  next  morn- 
ing the  king  would  have  had  Sir  Robert  Carr,  or  Mr. 
Gocolphin  have  carried  it,  but  they  both  excufed 
thcmlelves ;  upon  which  the  king  fent  for  me. 

•  Sec  the  Appendix,  f  Aftcrv^ij-ds  Sir  E-  Sc) incur. 
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^i  Itiold^iiisfwajfsftf^^L^d  not  very  well  imderftand. 
irhf  &thihgi>'^^reed upon  laft  night  at  cooncil-table, 
fiioold  be  ahered  in  his  chamber;  but  that  I  was  very. 
\riiling  however  to  obey  him,  and  die  rather  upon 
edieits  hafving  excufed  themfelves,  and  to  ihew  his  ma^ 
jelly  that  i  intended  to  play  no  popular  games:  upon 
which  I  took  th&  -paper,  and  told  the  king  that  I 
was  very  fenfible  how  much  of  his  confidence  I  for- 
merly had,  and  how  much  I  had  loft,  without  know- 
ing theoccafion  ;  or  elfe  I  might  have  had  part  in  the 
confultingthis  change  of  what  was  laft  night  reiolved^ 
as  well  as  in  executing  it ;  and  I  would  confefs  to  his 
majefty,  that  I  had  not  fo  good  a  ftomach  in  bufinefsy 
as  to  be.content  only  with  (wallowing  what  other  people 
had  chewed^  Upon  which  I  went  away^  and  carried 
my  mefTage  to  the  houfe,  which  was  received  juft 
as  was  expe<n:ed.  I  tell  this  paffage  freely,  as  I  do  all 
the  reft  y  as  the  only  thing  I  could  imagine  the  king 
could  ever  take  ill  of  me  j  and  yet  I  know  not  how  it 
could  be  a  fault,  more  than  in  a  point  of  manners 
neither^  or  the  homelinefs  of  expreflion. 

That,  which  completed  my  refolution  of  rcccfs 
from  all  pubUck  bufmefs,  was  to  find,  as  I  thought, 
very  plainly,  that  both  parties,  who  could  agree  in  no- 
thing elfe,  yet  did  it  in  this  one  point,  of  bringing 
things  to  the  laft  extremity.  Lord  Shaftefbury  and  his 
party  thought  the  points  of  popular  dilcontents  and 
petitions,  or  at  leaft  that  of  the  king's  wants,  would 
at  laft  bring  the  court  to  their  mercy  in  one  parlia- 
ment or  other.  Thofe  minifters,  who  were  paft  all 
meafures  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  thought  there 
was  no  way,  but  by  their  heats,  to  bring  the  king  to 
a  diflike^  and  thereby  to  a  difufe  ot  parliaments. 
And  by  this  Jikewife  the  duke's  intereft  feemed  at  pre- 
fent  only  to  be  fecured.  So  that,  where  both  parties 
confented  in  dividing  to  extremity  on  each  fide,  no 
man  could  think  any  longer  pf  uniting  5  nor  confe- 
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quenily  Co  fee  the  crown  in  ilich  a  poftura  as  I  had 
ever  wilhed  it,  and  for  our  neighbours  iUces  as  well  as 
our  own. 

I  found  this  yet  more  evident  as  die  laft  debates, 
during  my  afliftance  at  the  tbreiga  committee^  ooncem- 
ipg  the  aniwer  his  majefty  (bould  recuro  to  the  repeat- 
ed addrefles  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  relating  to  the 
bill  of  exclufion.  I  was  of  opinion  it  ihould  be,  that, 
when  both  houfes  agreed  upon  an  addreis  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  would  give  them  an  anfwer  \  hoi  tiU  tbea 
would  fufpend  it,  and  not  fend  a  pofirive  aafwer  to  one 
liouie  upon  fo  weighty  an  occadon,  which  for  aught 
he  knew  might  be  contrary  to  the  fcnfe  of  the  ot£r. 
By  this  means  he  would  be  fecure  from  the  neceiOty 
oi  any  dirt6t  breach  with  the  commons  \  fince  he 
knew  well  enough,  the  lords  would  not  confent  to 
the  addrefi.  And,  if  the  parliament  came  to  be  dif- 
foived,  it  were  better  for  the  king  it  fhould  break 
upon  differences  between  the  two  houies,  than  between 
his  majefty  and  them.  For  this  would  give  the  na- 
tion an  opinion,  that  he  was  reiblved  to  live  without 
parliaments  hereafter ;  which  might  endanger  perhaps 
our  peace  at  home,  but  would  however  ruin  the  hopes 
of  our  neighbours  abroad,  who  had  no  other  of  de- 
fending themfelves  againft  France,  but  by  the  power 
of  England  :  that,  if  this  parliament  broke  upon  dif- 
putes  or  differences  between  the  two  houfes,  it  might 
yet  be  expefted  he  would  call  another,  and  perhaps  a 
third,  and  agree  with  fome  of  them,  by  which  alone 
he  could  be  great  and  fafe  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
For  it  was  between  the  king  and  his  parliament,  as 
between  the  mountain  and  Mahomet,  who  told  the 
people  what  miracles  he  would  do  when  he  was  at  the 
top  of  the  mountain  5  and  to  that  purpoie  he  would 
on  fuch  a  day  call  it  to  him:  he  did  lo,  but  the  moun- 
tain would  not  come  ;  whereupon  he  faid,  that,  if  the 
mountain  would  not  coniC  to  M^omet,  be  would  go 
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to  the  nrduntain ;  for  unlefi  they  both  met,  no  won« 
denl  could  be  done.  The  king  feemed  pleafed  widi 
all  I  faid,  and  with  the  companion ;  but  thofe  of  Ae 
committee,  that  were  chief  in  the  private  meafures 
taken  at  this  time,  were  for  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  be 
given  the  houfe  of  commons,  let  them  take  it  haW 
they  pleaied ;  and  accordingly  this  was  reibived. 

However,  all  thefe  confid^titions  or  intereftt  could 
nor  move  the  kir^  to  diflolve  this  pariiament,  with-' 
out  calling  another  at  the  fame  time  to  meet  at  Oxford 
in  the  fi)rihg.  Whereupon,  the  heads  of  the  univer* 
iity  at  Cambridge  lent  to  me,  to  know  whether  I  inter^ 
ed  to  Hand  again  for  that  eleftion  :  I  went  to  the  kiw 
to  acquaint  him  with  it,  and  know  his  pleafure  wfaoS 
aniwer  I  fhoufld  return  them :  he  feemed  at  firft  indiffe- 
rent, and  bid  me  do  what  I  would :  but  when  I  iaid 
I  was  very  indifitrent  too,  and  would  do  in  it  what 
his  majefr^  liked  bell ;  he  faid,  in  a  manner  kind  and 
familiar,  that,  confidering  how  things  ftood  at  th£i 
time,  he  doubted  mv  coming  into  me  houfe  would 
not  be  able  to  do  much  good  •,  and  therefore  he  thought 
it  as  well  for  me  to  let  it  alone  •,  which  I  faid  I  would 
do. 

When  I  left  the  king  I  went  to  my  lord  Sunderland, 
and  told  him  what  had  pafled  ;  who  took  this  as  the 
firft  certain  fign  of  his  majefty's  having  fixed  his  re- 
folution,  and  left  off*  all  thoughts  of  agreeing  with  his 
parliaments,  and  of  his  having  taken  nis  meafures  an- 
other way,  for  the  fupply  of  his  treafures  in  the  ill  con- 
dition they  were  in.  He  knew  very  well,  that,  during 
the  laft  feflion,  the  king  had  always  told  me,  that  he 
^iras  rcrfolved  to  propole  feme  expedients  to  the  houfes 
upon  which  he  had  hopes  they  might  agree  :  that  he 
had  ordered  lord  Hallifax  to  draw  them  up,  and  had 
bid  me  relerve  my  credit  in  the  houfe  for  that  occa- 
fion :  and  tbati,  if  there  were  any  thoughts  of  agree- 
irig  with  the  next  parliament,  the  king,  he  was  fure; 
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yrould  have  been  glad  to  have  had  me  in  the  houfe, 
HS^faid  upon  it,  in  fome  paflion,  that  he  now  gave 
all  for  gone,  and  that  he  muft  confefs  I  knew  the 
king  better  than  he  had  done  j  and  fo  we  parted. 

V/ithin  few  days,  employed  wholly  in  my  domeftick 
concerns,  and  in-order  to  the  remove  I  intended,  I 
left  the  town  and  went  to  Sheen  :  from  whence  I  lent 
the  king  word  by  my  Ton,  that  I  would  pafs  the  reft 
of  my  life  like  as  good  a  fubje(5t  as  any  m:iuul  •,  but 
that  1  would  never  meddle  any  more  with  any  publick 
affairs  *,  and  defired  his  majeily  would  not  be  difplea- 
fed  with  this  refolution.  The  king  very  gracioufly 
bid  him  tell  me,  that  he  was  not  angry  witli  me,  no 
not  at  all. 

I  had  not  been  above  a  week  at  Sheen,  when  my 
lady  Northumberland  (who  lived  then  at  Sion)  came 
to  my  clofet  one  morning,  and  told  me,  that,  the 
day  before,  my  lord  Sunderland,  my  lord  Eflfex's 
names,  and  mine,  were  ftruck  out  of  the  council; 
which  was  the  firft  word  I  heard  of  any  fuch  thing ; 
and  upon  which  I  neither  made  any  refledions  nor  en- 
quiries ;  though  many  others  feemed  much  to  wonder, 
ajid  enquired  of  me  what  could  be  the  reafon  of  my 
being  joined  with  the  other  two  lords  whole  proceed- 
ings had  been  very  different. 

My  lord  Sunderland  was,  during  the  late  feffion  of 
parliament,  fallen  under  a  great  difpleafure  of  his  ma- 
jefty  j  and  into  an  outrageous  quarrel  with  lord  Hal- 
lifax.  The  lall  happened,  not  only  upon  their  divid- 
ing in  the  bufineiTcs  of  the  parliament  and  council, 
but  likcwifo  upon  lord  Sunderland's  entering  into  new 
commerce  and  meafures  with  lord  Shaftesbury  ;  as  my 
lord  Hallifax  told  me,  and  which  I  fliould  not  have 
otherwifc  known ;  for,  if  there  were  any  fuch  com- 
merce, lord  Sunderland  had  made  it  a  fecret  to  me ; 
as  knov/ing  too  well  the  averfion  I  always  had  for  that 
lord,  and  the  whole  courl'^i  of  his  proceedings  in  all 
2  publick 
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publick  affairs.  But  lord  Sunderland  told  me  another 
ncaibn  of  the  quarrel  between  him  tod  lord  Hallifani 
which^  he  laid,  broke  out  the  fame  night  a  debate  ahrfe 
at  council  concerning  an  addrefe  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons againft  lord  Hallifax^  wherein  lord  Sunderland 
had  been  of  opinion,  the  king  fhould  not  yield  to  it. 
But,  after  council,  lord  Hallifax  went  to  lord  Sun- 
derland's lodgings,  where  they  fell  into  difcourfc  of 
what  had  pafled^  and  lord  Sunderlaind  told  hihi,  that 
though  he  had  given  his  opimon  at  council  as  he 
thought  became  him;  yet,  if  fuch  an  addrefs  fhould 
ever  be  made  againft  himfelf,  he  would  certainly  de- 
fire  leave  of  the  king  to  retire,  as  a  thing  that  would 
be  for  his  fervice.  Upon  this  lord  Hallifax  fell  into 
fuch  a  paflion,  that  he  went  out  of  the  room,  and  from 
that  time  they  hardly  lived  in  any  common  civility 
where  tliey  met. 

The  refiners  thought  lord  Hifllifax,  who  faw  him- 
felf topped  by  lord  Sunderland's  credit  and  flation  at 
court,  refolved  to  make  this  fudden  turn  of  falling  in 
with  the  king,  upon  the  point  then  in  debate  about 
the  bill  of  exclufion,  wherein  he  found  the  king  fteady, 
and  that  my  lord  Sunderland  would  lofe  himfelf;  fo 
that,  falling  into  confidence  with  the  king  upon  fuch 
a  turn,  he  fhould  be  alone  chief  in  the  miniftry,  with- 
out competitor.  At  Icaft  the  reafoners  on  this  matter 
could  find  no  other  ground  for  fuch  a  change  in  lord 
Hallifax's  courle,  after  what  he  had  fo  long  fleered^  and 
fb  lately  in  having  been  the  chief  promoter  of  the 
duke's  being  fent  away  to  Scotland  jufl  before  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament. 

The  king's  quarrels  to  my  lord  Sunderland,  as  far 
as  I  could  obferve,  were  chiefly  two :  firft,  his  voting 
in  the  lords  houfefor  the  bill  of  exclufion,  not  only 
againfl  the  king's  mind,  but  againft  his  exprefs  com- 
■  tnand  ;  which,  for  a  perfon  adually  in  his  fervice,  and 
in  fuch  a  pofl  as  fccrctary  of  ftatc,  feemcd  fomething 

V  extraordinary. 
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faoraocdintiy.  And  I  remember,  whea  I  fpolte  €o 
lum  of  it,  ^  what  the  kimt  muft  refent,  and  whit  I 
was  confident  he  would  be  Itcady  in,  he  tdd  me  'twn 
loo  late,  for  his  honour  was  oigag^,  and  he  ooufal 
notbredcit.  The  other  was  a  memorial,  fentciva-hy 
Mn  Sidney  the  king's  envoy  at  the  Hague,  and  given 
him  by  the  penfioner  Fagel,  ranrelenting  the  fid  con- 
fequenoes  abroad,  of  his  majeity's  ^^^  agreeing  widi 
his  parliaments ;  the  danger  of  his  ailiea,  and  of  the 
proteftant  rdig^n ;  and  thereupon,  though  not  direA- 
ly,  yet  ieeming  to  wiih  that  the  king  woukl  not  break 
with  them,  thou^  it  were  even  upon  the  point  of  the 
bill  of  exdufion.  This  was,  as  I  remember,  the  fub- 
ftance;  for  I  never  heard  a  word  of  it,  either  before 
or  after  its  being  received  at  the  foreign  committee  \ 
where  I  was  as  much  furprifed  at  it  as  any  one  there, 
but  had  not  the  fame  thoughts  of  it's  original,  as  I  find 
feme  other  of  the  lords  had.  For  tl^  believed  ic 
a  thing  diredcd  and  adviied  from  hence;  and,  in  a 
word,  by  lord  Sunderland  to  Mr.  Sidney  his  uncle,  as 
a  matter  that  would  be  of  weight  to  induce  the  king 
to  pafs  the  bill.  But  befides  that,  lord  Sunderland 
protefled  to  me,  after  council,  that  he  knew  no* 
thing  of  it  till  he  received  a  copy  from  Mr.  Sidney, 
who  lent  the  original  to  the  other  fecretary.  I  thought 
he  could  not  underfland  the  king  fo  ill,  as  to  believe, 
that  would  be  a  motive  to  him  to  pafs  the  bill,  or  that 
it  could  have  any  other  efie&  than  to  anger  him  at  the 
Dutch,  for  meddling  in  a  matter  that  was  domeftick, 
not  only  to  the  nation,  but  to  the  crown.  Befides,  .1 
obferved  the  ft}'le  to  be  of  cue  that  underftood  little  of 
our  conftitution,  by  fevcral  exprellions  in  the  papery 
whereof  one  was,  why  the  kiiTg  ibould  not  prevent 
fuch  confequences,  when  he  might  do  it  far  vn  trait  ^dt 
plume  [by  a  ftroke  with  a  pen;]  which  fliewed,  the  author 
thought  our  ads  of  parliament  had  been  pafied  by  the 
king's  figning  dieni. 

This, 
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This,  and  thie  whole  cafr  of  iti  tnade  cm  htVie^t  * 
tcrtfflnly  came  fix)m  the  pen^ftef  F&gel^  a^iiiaii  dF 
great  piety  and  zeal  in  his  neligiMl,  mightilf^^mieemeA 
tor  all  he  thought  woaid  endanger  ft ; 'flind  befides,  of 
gfcat  warmth  and  fuddennefs  irt  {wrftilng  ^ny^lhDiUght 
aiat  poffcflcd  him.  However,  the  king^  as  well  *U 
fome' of  the  committee,  belieff^d,  this  wafe'a^m5r  totd 
Sunderland's  forge;  andthat'manydf thtf  hetftfe  indft 
houfe  of  rommons  had  been  bicouraged  and  raifed 
to  foch  height  by  his  feeming  to  favour  th<mi  ^  wMeh, 
ribcy  might  Aiftk,  he  would  wot  do  unlefs  hfc  l)^lieved 
the  king  would  at  length  comply  with  them*        ;  •     • 

Thcfe,  i  fuppofe,  were  the  reafons  of  the  fe^utioft 
taken  at  court  to  remove  lord  Sunderland,  bothirdin 
the  fecretary's  office  and  the  council.  What  ttiade 
my  lord  Eifcx  be  joined  with  him  is  a  great  deal  moft 
t>bvidus  ;  having  ever  (ince  meciting  6f  the  {>arliameift 
irdn  up  in  the'^reateft  heights  and  fieareft  m^fureft 
with  the  dukcof Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury,  both 
in  the  bill  of  cxclufion,  and  all  other  matters  where  hfe 
intervened,  either  in  debates  of  parliament  or  of  cbun*- 
dl ;  cither  concerning  the  bill,  or  feveral  ad^flli!^ 
againft  minifters.  How  I  came  to  be  joined  wiA  thefe 
two  lords,  by  the  king's  ordering  our  names  to  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  council-book  at  the  fame  time,  I  nei- 
'ther  know,  nor  could  ever  give  any  reafon,  unleg  it 
were,  wh^t  was  commonly  guefled,  of  my  being  a 
friend  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  or  of  my  lord  Sunder- 
land, with  whom  1  had  a  very  long  acquaintance,  and 
of  our  ftoiilies,  as  well  as  perfonal.  For  the  firft, 
I  coxdd  think  it  no  crime,  confidering  how  little  thdt 
prince  had  ever  mieddled,  at  leaft  to  my  knowledgjc, 
m  any  domeflick  concerns  of  his  majefty^  during  all 
that  paffcd  (ince  the  firfl  heats  in  parliament  here, 
though  he  had  been  extreme  fenfible  of  the  confequen- 
cc$  they  were  like  to  have  upon  all  his  intcrefb,  and 
nearcft  concerns  at  home;  which  were,  the  preferva- 

tion 
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tion  of  Flanders  from  the  French  conqueft,  and  there- 
by of  Holland  from  falling  by  fudden  treaties  into  ai\ 
abfoliue  dependance  upon  that  crown. 

I  can  give  no  other  reafon,  unlefs  it  were,  that  as 
my  lord  Salifbury  had  been  ftruck  out  fomc  days  be- 
fore, upon  his  having  declared  at  coundl,  that  he 
would  come  there  no  more ;  fo  his '  majefty  and  his 
miniilers  might  think,  that  upon  my  having  taken  the 
fame  refoludon  as  to  that,  and  all  pubiick  affairs,  du)' 
fignified  only  in  private  to  his  majefly,  and  with  all 
the  good  manners  that  could  be  -,  yet  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  the  king's  affairs,  that  I  fhould  be  known  to 
be  put  out  of  the  council  than  to  have  quitted  it  of 
myfelf. 

Nor  was  this  refblution  of  mine  taken  in  any  heat, 
or  rafhly,  but  upon  the  beft  confiderations  and  know- 
ledge I  had  gained,  both  of  the  world,  and  of  myfelf : 
by  which  I  found,  as  Sancho  did  by  governing  his 
iliand,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  govern  any  thing  but 
his  fheep :  fo,  by  ferving  long  in  courts,  or  pubiick  af- 
fairs, I  difcovered  plainly,  that  I  was,  at  my  age,  and 
in  the  prefent  conjun6hjres,  fit  for  neither  one  nor 
t'other. 

I  confidcrcd  die  world  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  af- 
fairs both  abroad  and  at  home  :  I  knew  very  well 
the  great  defigns  of  France,  whereof  the  plan  was 
drawn  by  cardinal  Richelieu,  for  the  conqueft  of  Flan- 
ders, and  that  part  of  Germany  which  lies  on  this  fide 
of  the  Rhine :  how,  upon  this  view,  liehad  feized  Lor- 
rain,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  Spain  :  how  he  prac- 
tifed  the  Dutch  into  a  treaty  for  the  divifion  of  Flanders 
between  them,  till  the  States  foon  found  the  falfepace 
they  had  made  by  an  agreement  to  fharc  with  the 
lion,  who  thereupon  would  be  foon  matter,  both  of 
the  prey  and  of  them.  Hereupon  they  broke  oflf  this 
confederacy  on  the  iudden,  quitted  the  French  in  the 
midft  of  fo  great  fucccfs,  and  liad  thereby  almoft  oc- 

cafioncd 
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caHoned  the  ruin  of  the  French  army  at  Tirlemont.  I 
knew  by  tradition  from  a  noble  family,  how  that  car<v 
dinal  had  fent  a  private  emiflfary ,  to  endeavour  the  fame 
meafures  with  king  Charles  the  firft,  or  atle^for  his 
being  paffive  jn  their  conqueft  of  Flanders.  How  that 
king  had  refufed  the  firft;  and,  being  prefled  upon 
the  other,  had  anfwered  r^folutely,  and  bid  him  tell 
the  cardinal,  that  he  would  never  fufFerthe  conqueft  of 
Flanders ;  and  if  the  French  attempted  it,  he  would 
march  himfelf  in  perfon  to  defend  it.  Upon  this  an- 
fwer,  the  cardinal  replied  to  the  gentleman  chat  brought 
it,  JJa-fil  dit  ?  par  Dieu  il  me  le  payera  bien^  [Did 
he  fay  fo  ?  by  G— d  Y\\  make  him  pay  dear  for  it]  ; 
and  therefore  entered  immediately  into  pradices  with 
Ibme  difcontented  nobles  of  Scotland  then  at  Paris ; 
fent  over  two  hundred  thoufand  piftoles  to  others  in 
that  kingdom,  and  gave  thereby  a  beginning  to  the 
firft  troubles  that  were  raifed  there.  From  which 
time,  the  bulinefs  of  France  has  ever  been  to  foment 
all  divifions  of  England,  whofe  intereft  they  faw  would 
be  ever  to  crofs  meir  great  delign.  However,  car- 
dinal Mazarin,  after  having  furmounted  his  own 
dangers  in  France,  and  the  difficulties  incident  to  a 
minority,  purfued  the  plan  left  him  by  his  predeceflbr : 
and  by  his  meafures  taken  with  Cromwell,  and  the 
affiftance  of  an  immortal  body  of  fix  thoufand  brave 
Engliih,  which  were  by  agreement  to  be  continually 
recruited,  he  made  fuch  a  progrefs  in  Flanders,  that 
Cromwell  fbon  found  the  balance  turned,  and  grown 
too  heavy  on  the  French  fide  :  whereupon  he  dilpitchecl 
a  gentleman  privately  to  Madrid,  to  propofc  there  a 
change  of  his  treaty  with  France  into  one  with  Spain, 
by  which  he  would  draw  his  forces  over  into  their 
fervioe,  and  make  them  ten  thoufand  to  be  continually 
recruited,  upon  condition  their  firft  adion  (hould  be 
to  bcfiege  Calais,  and,  when  taken,  to  put  it  into  his 
hands.  The  gentleman,  fent  upon  this  errand  WiS 
Vol.  II.  N  n  pufl 
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pad  the  Pyrenees  when  he  was  overtaken  by  the  news 
of  Cromweirs  death  -,  whereupon  Mazarin,  having 
not  only  lolt  his  ftrongeft  fupport  in  Flanders,  but 
obferved  how  that  defign  woifld  never  be  fervcd  by 
any  mcafures  he  could  take  in  England,  hoiwievtr  ic 
fhould  be  governed,  by  the  mod  legal  or  moft  uiurped 
powers,  he  refolved  upon  a  peace  with  Spain  \  and 
made  it  at  the  Pyrenees,  againft  the  general  ienic,  both 
of  the  chief  perlbns  in  the  court  and  the  army,  but 
particularly  againft  the  inftancesofmonfieurDcTurennc, 
who  engaged  himfelf  to  conquer  all  that  was  left  of 
Flanders  in  two  campaigns  more :  but  fbme  domeftic 
reafons  prevailed  with  the  cardinal ;  befides  his  agp  and 
great  infirmities,  which  ended  his  life  not  long  after 
the  peace  was  made. 

The  prefent  king,  left  in  full  peace  with  all  his 
neighbours,  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and  intruded 
in  the  fchool  of  lb  able  a  minifter,  began  to  purfue 
the  great  defign,  by  the  three  paces  moft  neceflkry  to 
advance  it  •,  which  were,  the  wife  management  ot  his 
revenue,  and  heaping  up  a  mafs  of  treafure:  the 
incrcafc  of  his  naval  force,  by  building  many  great 
fhips,  and  buying  others  from  the  Dutch  •,  and  by  the 
purchafe  of  Dunkirk  in  the  year  1662,  without  which 
he  could  not  have  afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  Flanders, 
or  to  his  greatncfs  at  fea  •,  having  no  other  haven  upon 
the  channel :  alter  this,  by  fomenting  on  both  fides  the 
feeds  of  diflenfion  between  us  and  the  Dutch,  which 
were  fprung  from  other  covered  roots.  He  faw  us 
engaged  in  a  war  with  Holland  in  1665,  and  with  fuch 
honour  and  fucccfles,  that  the  Dutch  would  loon  have 
betn  forced  to  a  peace,  had  not  France  firft  aflifted 
them  ac  land,  againft  the  biftiop  of  Muhfter;  and  theo 
declared  war  againft  us,  and  fet  out  his  fleet  for  aflift- 
ing  the  Dutch.  This  mr.de  the  war  more  equally  bal- 
larxed,  and  thereby  laft  rill  France,  taking  advantage 
at  our  divifion,  invaded  Flanders  j  and,  by  a  furprMc 
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of  the  unprepared  Spaniards,  and  two  campaigns,  car- 
ried the  moft  confidcrahle  frontier  places  on  both  fides  \ 
as  Doway,  Lifle,  Tournay,   on  the  one  fide,  Char- 
leroy  and  Aeth  on  the  other ;    by  which  they  left  the 
reft  of  Flanders  at  the  mercy  of  another  campaign.  The 
Dutch  were  alarmed  at  thefe  fucceffes  of  io  mighty  a 
neighbour  fo  near  their  own  doors ;  and  we  were  fpited 
at  the  French  having  declared  war  againft  us  in  favour 
of  Holland,  contrary  to  our  expedatlons  -,    and  both 
together  contributed  to  the  peace  at  Breda  in  the  end 
ot  the  year  1 667,  and  to  our  leagues  with  Holland  with 
the  triple  alliance  in  1668,  for  defence  of  the  Spaniih 
Netherlands.     Upon  our  peace  with  Holland,  France 
flopped  their  career  in  Flanders,  and  made  overtures 
of  peace  with  Spain ;   by  the  offer  of  an  alternative, 
cither  to  retain  their  conquefts  in  Flanders,  or  elfe  the 
whole  county  of  Burgundy.     We  and  Holland  forced 
in  Spain  to  accept  one  of  them ;  and  the  Spaniards, 
Ipted  at  this  hard  (hip  upon  them  from  neighbours 
who,  they  thought,  had  as  much  intereft  as  they  to 
prefervc  Flanders,  chofe  the  worfl,  which  was  to  leave 
the  frontiers  of  Flanders  in  the  French  hands,  on  our- 
pofc  to  give  us  and  Holland  the  greater  jealoufy  pf 
France,  and  in  hopes  thereby  to  engage  us  all  in  a  war 
with  that  crown.     And  upon  thefe  terms  the  peace  was 
made  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  1668. 

After  this,  France  turned  all  their  counfels  to  break 
the  meafures  between  us  and  Holland  which  gave  a 
ftop  to  their  great  defign.  The  Dutch  were  ftanch  -, 
but  we  gave  way  by  the  corruption  of  our  minifters, 
and  the  French  practices  upon  the  difpofitions  of  our 
court  5  which  at  length  engaged  us  in  a  joint  war  of 
both  crowns  upon  Holland  in  1672,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  all  men  both  abroad  and  at  home,  and  almofl 
1:0  the  utter  ruin  of  that  State  j  till  the  Empire  and 
Spain,  royfed  by  the  danger  of  Holland,  which  muft 
have  ended  in  that  of  Flancters,  and  all  the  German 
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provinces  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  entered  boldly  into 
the  war,  for  the  afliftance  of  the  Dutch ;  which  gave 
them  fome  breath,  and  carried  the  fcenc  of  the  war  into 
Flanders  and  Germany.  At  the  fame  time,  the  dif- 
contents  of  the  people  and  parliament  at  the  war,  and 
the  necefiity  of  declaring  it  againft  Spain  as  well  as 
Holland,  if  we  continued  longer  in  it,  prevailed  widi 
the  king  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with  Holland  in 
1673,  and  to  offer  his  mediation  to  all  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  war  \  which  ended  in  the  treaty  of 
Nimeguen,  and  at  lad  in  a  peace  there,  concluded  in 
1678:  whereby  a  frontier  was  left  to  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands  on  the  Brabant  fide,  by  reftitution  or  Aeth 
and  Charleroy,  to  fatisfy  the  Dutch;  but  all  that 
remained  on  the  fide  of  Flanders,  after  the  peace  of  Aix, 
as  Cambray,  Air,  Sl  Omer,  with  many  others  taken 
by  France  in  the  laft  war,  were  by  this  treaty  left  in 
their  poffeffion  •,  befides  great  pretences  by  dependencies, 
both  in  Flanders  and  Alface  -,  fo  as  Flanders  was  left 
at  their  mercy,  whenever  we  or  Holland  fhould  aban- 
don its  defence.  And,  finding  both  nations  in  general 
but  too  fenfible  of  our  intereft  on  that  fide,  the 
councils  of  France  began  new  praftices  upon  our  court, 
wherein  they  were  encouraged  by  our  factions,  and 
the  neceflities  of  money,  into  which  they  had  drawn 
the  king. 

Thefe  were  the  progrefles  which  France  had  made 
in  their  great  defign,  by  two  wars,  and  tyo  general 
treaties ot  peace;  whtreof  that  atNimeguen  feemed  more 
vidorious  than  their  arms  had  been.  But  they  had 
made  another,  yet  more  important  than  either,  by  their 
pradHces  upon  the  eleftor  and  chapter  of  Cologne, 
having  gained  the  majority  of  voices  there  for  the 
fuccelfion  of  prince  William  of  Furftemburg  to  that 
principality,  whenever  the  prefent  eleftor  fliould  fail, 
who  is  old  and  infirm,  and  has,  for  fome  years  paft, 
deceived  the  world  by  living  fo  long.  Prince  Wil- 
I  liam 
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niy  though  a  German,  yet  having  long  devoted  him- 
f  to  the  French  intcrcfts,  and  been  refuged  and  fup* 
rted  by  that  crown  againft  the  indignation  and  re- 
nge  of  the  Emperor,  is  as  much  a  Frenchman  as  any 
[hop  of  that  kingdom ;  fo  as^  whenever  he  comes 
the  eleftorate,  France  will  be  abfolute  matter  of 
at  principality;  and  thereby  caft  Ihackles,  not  only 
KHi  the  other  princes  of  the  Rhine,  but  upon  Hol- 
id  too,  both  by  cutting  off  their  trade  upon  the 
bine,  and  by  bordering  upon  their  inland  provinces, 
lich  are  moft  expofed  and  hard  to  be  defended :  'tis 
id  he  is  likewife  affured  of  the  chapter  of  Liege,  in 
rour  of  the  fame  prince ;  which  if  true,  and  this 
incipality  fall  likewife  under  the  fame  dominion, 
)on  the  death  of  the  prefcnt  eleftor,  France  will 
en  furround  the  frontiers  of  Brabant,  and  cut  off  all 
mmerce,  or  means  of  defence  between  them  and 
uxemburg  ;  that  they  will  not  have  above  the  work 
one  campaign  to  draw  the  net  over  the  reft  of  Flan- 
rs,  and  reduce  all  the  great  cities  there  ;  after  which, 
e  reft  muft  follow,  and  thereby  Holland  be  left  to 
ke  what  meafures  they  can  with  France,  and  become 
beft  a  maritime  province  to  that  crown ;  though, 
rhaps,  under  the  name  of  a  free  State  (for  fear  of 
fpeopling  their  country)  but  with  fuch  dependance 
will  leave  France  the  ufe  both  of  their  (hips  and 
oney,  upon  occafion,  in  other  parts.  Whenever 
is  happens,  what  condition  England  will'  be  left  in, 
»on  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  French  territory  and  land, 
well  as  naval  power,  is  eafy  to  conjefture,  but  hard, 
»w  it  can  be  prevented,  otherwife  than  by  ourvi- 
>rous  conjundion  of  counfels,  as  well  as  interefts, 
th  all  the  late  confederates ;  and  by  a  firm  union  be- 
ecn  the  court  and  the  nation  upon  one  common 
»ttom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  chiefly  for  the 
rfcnration  of  Flanders  aganft  the  French  defigns. 

N  n  3  I 
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I  eafily  difcovered  how  fit  a  pofture  we  wieit  in  to 
engage  in  fuch  relblutions.  The  nation  divided  into 
two  Itrong  faftions  with  the'  greateft  heats  and  animo- 
fities,  and  ready  to  break  out  into  violence  i!)pon  the 
firft  occafion.  The  heads  on  both  fides  defiling  it,  as 
grown  paft  all  temper  or  compofure.  The  king  in- 
volved in  fuch  neceffities  and  diforders  of  his  revenue, 
as,  if  he  could  not  hope  fupplies  from  parliaments, 
would  throw  him  upon  feeking  them  frorti  France ; 
which  would  end  in  i'uch  mcafures  with  thit  crown, 
as  would  leave  them  at  liberty  to  purfiie  their  great 
defign  by  new  attempts  upon  their  neighbours  \  who, 
without  the  fupport  of  England,  muft  give  way  either 
by  weak  defences  or  fubmiflive  treaties. 

Upon  the  furvey  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  con- 
junftufes,  and  difpofitions,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  I 
concluded  in  cold  blood,  that  I  could  be  of  no  fur- 
ther ufe  or  fervice  to  the  king  my  mafter,  and  my 
country,  whofe  true  interefts  I  always  thought  were 
the  fame,  and  would  be  both  in  danger  when  they  came 
to  be  divided,  and  for  that  reafon  had  ever  endeavour- 
ed the  uniting  them ;  and  had  compafled  it,  if  the 
paflions  of  feme  few  men  had  not  lain  fatally  in  the 
way,  fo  as  to  raife  difficulties  that  I  faw  plainly 
were  never  to  be  furmounted.  Therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  I  took  that  firm  refclution,  in  the  end  of  tlie 
year  1680,  and  the  interval  bt^tween  the  Weftmiiiiier 
and  Oxford  parliaments,  never  to  charge  myfelf  more 
with  any  publick  employments  ;  but  retiring  wholly  to 
a  private  life,  in  that  pofture  take  my  fortune  with 
my  countr)',  v;hatever  it  (hould  prove :  which  as  no 
man  can  judge,  in  the  variety  of  Accidents  that  attend 
human  affairs,  and  the  chances  of  every  day,  to  whic  h 
the  greateft  lives,  as  well  as  anions,  are  fubjeft  •,  fo  I 
(hall  not  trouble  myfelf  fo  much  as  to  ccnjcclure  :  fa- 
ta I'iam  inveniant, 

Befidcs 
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Befides  all  thefe  publick  circumftances,  I  confidered  nly- 
felf  in  my  own  humour,  temper,  and  difpofitions,  which 
^  man  may  difguife  to  others,  though  very  hardly,  but 
cannot  to  himfelf.  I  had  learned  by  living  long  ia 
courts  and  publick  affairs,  that  I  was  fit  to  live  nd 
longer  in  either.  I  found  the  arts  of  a  court  were 
contrary  to  the  franknefs  and  opennefs  of  itly  nature  % 
^nd  the  conftraints  of  publick  bufinefs  too  great  for  th$ 
liberty  of  my  humour  and  my  Hfe.  The  commoA 
and  proper  ends  of  both  are  the  advancement  of  men's 
fortunes  \  and  that  I  never  minded,  having  as  much 
4s  I  needed)  and,  which  is  more^  as  I  defired.  Th^ 
tftlent  of  gaining  riches  I  ever  defpifed,  as  obfer^ing 
it  to  belong  to  the  moil  defpifable  men  in  othei*  kinds  { 
mkl  1  had  the  occafions  of  it  fo  often  in  my  way,  if  I 
Wduld  have  made  ufe  of  them,  that  I  grew  to  difdain 
them)  as  a  man  does  meat  that  he  h^s  always  before 
him.  Therefore,  I  never  could  go  to  fcrvice  for  nor- 
thing but  Wages,  nor  endure  to  ht  fettered  in  bufinefs 
whiai  I  thought  it  w^  to  no  purpofe.  I  knew  vei^ 
well  the  arts  of  a  court  are,  to  talk  the  prtfent  laii** 
guage,  to  fcrvc  the  prefent  turn,  and  to  fdllow  the 
prdfent  humour  of  the  prince,  whatever  it  is :  of  all 
thefe  I  found  myfelf  fo  incapable,  that  I  could  not  talk 
a  lan^age  I  did  not  mean,  nor  ktvt  a  turn  I  did 
not  like,  nor  follow  any  man's  humour  wholly  againft 
my  own.  Befidcs,  I  have  had,  in  twenty  years  exp6- 
ricfice,  enough  of  the  uncertainty  of  princes,  the  car 

E rices  of  fortune,  the  corruption  of  minifters,  the  vio- 
\tict  of  faAions4  the  unfteadine&  of  coulifeU,  and 
the  infidelity  of  friends;  nor  do  I  think  the  reft  of 
my  life  enough  to  make  any  new  experiments. 

For  the  eafe  of  my  own  life,  if  I  know  myfelf,  it 
will  be  infinitely  more  in  the  retired,  than  it  has  been 
in  the  bufy  fcene  :  for  no  good  man  can,  with  any  fa- 
tisfaction,  take  part  in  the  divifions  of  his  country, 
that  kfiows  and  confiders,  as  I  do,    what  they  have 
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tee,  and  rometimes  the  advices  of  fome  few  amoog  them  (up- 
on fuch  occafions)  for  many  years  paft.  He  is  forry  for  the  ill 
fuc^s  he  has  found  in  this  courfe,  and  fenfible  of  the  ill 
pofture  of  affairs  from  that  and  fome  unhappj  accidents,  which 
have  raifed  great  jealoufies  and  diiTatisfatSion  among  his  good 
fubjecls  ;  and  thereby  left  the  crown  and  government  in  a 
condition  too  weak  for  thofe  dangers  we  have  reafon  to  fear, 
both  at  home  and  abroad* 

Thcfe,  his  majefty  hopes,  may  be  yet  prevented  by  a 
courfe  of  wife  and  fteady  counfels  fdr  the  future ;  and  fbefe 
kingdoms  grow  again  to  make  fuch  a  figure  as  they  have  for- 
merly done  in  the  world  ;  arid  as  they  may  always  do,  if  our 
union  and  condudt  were  equal  to  our  force.  To  this  end,  he 
hath  refolved  to  lay  afide  the  ufe  he  may  have  hitherto  made 
of  any  fmgle  miniflry  or  private  advices,  or  foreign  commit- 
tees, for  the  general  dire^ion  of  his  afFain.:  and  to  conftitutc 
fuch  a  privy-council,  as  may  not  only,  by  its  number,  be  fit 
for.  the  confutation  and  digeftion  of  all  bufineis,  both  do- 
meflic  and  foreign,  but  alfo  by  the  choice  of  them,  out  of  the 
feveral  parts  this  Statd  is  compofed  of,  lAay  be  the  beft  inform- 
ed in  the  true  con{tituf|ons  of  it,  and  thereby  the  moft  abk  to 
counfel  him  in  all  the  affairs  and  interefh  of  this  crown  and 
nation.  And,  by  the  conflant  akdtice  of  fuch  a' council,  his 
majefly  is  refolved  hereafter  to  govern  his  kingdoms ;  toge- 
ther with  the  frequent  ufe  of  his  great  council  of  parliament, 
which  he  takes  to  be  die  true  antient  conftitution  of  this  (late 
and  government. 

Now,  for  the  greater  dignity  of  this  council,  his  majeRy 
jpefolves  their  conllant  number  (hall  be  limited  to  thirty  ;  and, 
for  their  greater  authority,  there  (hall  be  fifteen  of  his  chitrt 
officers,  who  (hall  be  privy  counfellors  by  their  places ;  and^ 
for  the  other  fifteen,  he  will  chufe  ten  out  of  the  feveral  r^nks 
of  the  nobility,  and  five  commoners  of  the  realm,  whofe 
known  abilities,  interefts,  and  efteem  in  the  nation,  (half  ren- 
der them  without  fufpicion  of  either  miftaking  or  betraying  the 
true  intereft  of  the  kingdom,  and  confcquently  of  advifing 
kirn  ill. 

In  the  firft  place,  therefore,  and  to  take  care  of  the  church, 
his  majef^y  will  have  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  bi- 
ihop  of  London,  for  the  time  being.  And,  to  inform  him  well 
in  what  concerns  the  laws,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  one  of 
the  lord  chief  jufticcs.  For  the  nuvy  and  ftorcs  (wherein 
confifts  the  chief  ftrength  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom)  (he  ad- 
miral 


APPENDIX.  555 

■fniral  and  mafter  of  the  ordnance.  For  the  treafury,  the 
treafurer  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (or  whenever  any 
of  thefe  charges  are  in  commiffion,  then  the  firft  commiffion- 
cr  to  ferve  here  In  their  room  :)  the  reft  of  the  fifteen  (hall  be 
the  lord  privy-feal,  the  mafter  of  the  horfe,  lord-fteward, 
and  lord-chamberlain  of  his  houfliold,  the  groom  of  the 
ftole,  and  the  tvro  fecretarics  of  ftatc:  and  thefe  fhall  be  all 
the  offices  of  his  kingdom  to  which  the  dignity  of  a  privy- 
counfellor  fhaH  be  annexed.  The  others  his  majefty  has  re- 
folved,  and  hopes  he  has  not  chofen  ill.  His  majefty  intends, 
befides,  to  have  fuch  princes  of  his  blood,  as  he  ftlall  at  any 
time  call  to  this  board,  beine  here  in  court:  a  prefident  df 
the  council,  whenever  he  ftialT  find  it  necefl'ary  :  and  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Scotland,  when  any  fuch  ftiall  be  here.  But  thefe 
being  uncertain,  he  reckons  not  cf  the  conftant  number  tt 
thirty,  which  ftiall  never  be  exceeded. 

To  make  wav  for  this  dew  council,  his  majefty  hath  now 
refolved  to  diflblve  this  old  one  ;  and  does  hereby  diflblve  itf 
and  from  this  time  excufes  your  further  attendance  here :  but 
with  his  repeated  thanks  for  your  fervice  hitherto,  and  with  the 
afturance  of  his  fatisfaflion  in  you,  fo  far  that  he  ftiould  not  have 
parted  with  you,  but  to  make  way  for  this  new  conftl(ution» 
which  he  takes  to  be,  as  to  the  number  and  choice,  the  moft 
proper  and  necefTary  for  the  ufes  he  intends  them.  And  at 
moft  of  you  have  ofRces  in  his  fervice,  and  all  of  you  particu- 
lar ftiares  in  his  favour  and  good  dpinion,  fo  he  deiires  you  will 
continue  to  excrcife  and  deferve  them,  with  the  fame  ailigencc 
and  pood  afFe£tions  that  you  have  hitherto  done ;  and  with 
confidence  of  his  majefty's  kindnefs  to  you,  and  of  thofe  tcftt- 
monies  you  fliall  receive  of  it  upon  other  occafions. 

Therefore  upon  the  prefcnt  diflblution  of  this  council,  hit 
majefty  appoints  and  commands  all  thofe  officers  he  hath 
named,  to  attend  him  here  to  morrow,  at  nine  in  the  morning, 
as  his  privy  council ;  together  with  thofe  other  perfons  he  de- 
ftgns  to  make  up  the  number,  and  to  each  of  whom  he  has  al- 
ready figned  particular  letters  to  that  purpofe ;  and  commands 
the  lord  chancellor  to  fee  them  ifTued  out  accordinjgly ;  which 
is  the  form  he  intends  to  ufe,  and  that  hereafter  they  ftlall  be 
figncd  in  council,  fo  that  nothing  may  be  done  unadvifedly 
in  the  choice  of  any  perfon  to  a  charge  of  fo  great  dignity 
and  importance  to  the  kingdom. 

And 
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And,  in  purTuance  thereof,  his  majeftv  did  this  day 
declare,  that  he  had  made  choice  of  the  leveral  perfons 
liereaftcr  named,  to  be  of  his  privy-council. 

TT  IS  highnefs  prince  Rupert. 

•*^  Dr.  William  Sancroft  lord  archbiihop  of  Canterbury, 

Heneage  lord  Finch,  lord  chancellor  of  England. 

Anthony  earl  of  Shafteibury,  lord  prefident  of  ChecounciL 

Arthur  earl  of  Anglefea,  lord  privy  feal. 

Chriftopher  duke  of  Albemarle. 

James  duke  of  Monmouth,  mafter  of  the  horfe. 

Henry  duke  of  Newcaftle. 

John  duke  of  Lauderdale,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  Scotland. 

James  duke  of  Ormond,  lord  fteward  of  the  houfhold. 

Charles  lord  marquis  of  Winchefter« 

Henry  lord  marquis  of  Worceftcr. 

Henry  earl  of  Arlington,  lord  chamberlain  of  the  houfhold. 

James  earl  of  Salifbury. 

John  earl  of  Bridgewater. 

Robert  earl  of  Sunderland,  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fe* 

cretaries  of  ftate. 
Arthur  earl  of  EiTex,  iirft  lord  commii&oner  of  the  trea- 

fury. 
John  earl  of  Bath,  groom  of  the  ftole^ 
Thomas  lord  vifcount  Falconberg. 
George  lord  vifcount  Hallifax. 
Henry  lord  bifliop  of  London. 

iohn  lord  Roberts. 
)enzil  lord  HoHis. 
William  lord  Ruffcl. 
William  lord  Cavendifli. 
Henry  Coventry  Efq;  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries 

of  ftate. 
Sir  Francis  North,   Kt.  lord  chief-juftice  of  the  common 

pleas. 
Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  firft  commilEoner  of  the 

admiralty. 
Sir  John  Ernlcy,  Kt.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
Sir  Thomas  Chichcley,  Kt.  mafter  of  the  ordnance. 
Sir  William  Temple,  Baronet. 
Edward  Seymour,  Efq; 
Henry  Powle,  Efqi 

And 
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And  his  majefty  commanded  fuch  of  them  as  were 
then  prefent  to  be  fworn,  and  to  take  their  places .  at 
the  board  accordingly. 

The  right  honourable  Anthony  Earl  of  Shafteflbury, 
who  was,  by  his  majefty's  fpecial  command  fworn 
lord  prefident  of  his  majefty's  moft  honourable  privy- 
council,  took  his  place  at  the  board  accordingly. 

His  MAJESTY  was  this  day  alfo  pleafed  to 
declare,  that  he  intended  to  make 

Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 

Daniel  Finch,  Efq; 

Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Baronet, 

Sir  Humphrey  Winch,  Baronet, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers,  Baronet, 

Edward  Vaughan,  Efq; 

Edward  Hales,  Efq; 
Commifljoners  for  the  execution  of  the  office  of  lord 
high-admiral  of  England,  who  (hall  only  attend  that 
bufinefs. 

His  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
would  have  all  his  affairs  here  debated  freely,  of  what 
kind  foever  they  were;  and  therefore  abfolute  fc- 
crecy.  ^ 

His  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
would  communicate  this  alteration  of  the  council 
unto  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  a  few  words. 
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THE  expedients  mentioned  by  the  author  in 
page  S^h  ^d  ^^"^e  other  parts  of  thefe  me- 
moirs, met  no  fuccefs  in  the  houfe  of  common9^ 
who,  upon  the  bill  of  exclufion  being  thrown  out  by 
the  lords,  had  feveral  other  expedients  o6^red  tl^m, 
by  fome  of  their  own  n)embers,  but  could  not  fix 
upon  any  that  were  thought  fufficicnt.  One  expedient 
was,  to  have  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  aflbciation  of 
all  his  majefty's  proteftant  fubje^s:  another  wa^^  ^ 
bill  for  the  banilhment  of  all  confiderable  paptfts  out 
of  England:  a  third,  for  fecuring  AvQuent  parl^- 
ments.  It  was  likewifc  propofed,  that  tnc  prince  of 
Orange  fliould  be  joined  in  the  adminiflxation  with  the 
duke,  upon  his  coming  to  the  crown ;  with  feveral 
other  fchemes,  which  sJl  proved  abortive :  fo  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  began  to  re-aflume  the  thoughts 
erf  the  bill  of  exclufion  %  to  which  end  they  prefentcd 
an  addreft,  December  15th  1680.  The  kill's  mef- 
fage,  in  anfwerto  this  addrefs,  January  4th  1680-81, 
was  that  which  the  author  was  commanided  to  carry 
to  the  houfe,  as  he  tcUs  us,  page  536.  And,  becau^ 
U  may  give  the  reader  fome  light  into  the  affairs  and 
difpofitions  of  thofe  times,  the  addrefs  and  the  king's 
•  aniwer  are  here  fubjoincd. 
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The  humble  ADDRESS  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, prcfented  to  his  Majefty,  in  anfwer  to 
his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  upon  the  fifteenth  day  of  De- 
cember 1680. 

May  it  plcafe  your  moft  excellent  majefty, 

WE  your  majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jefts,  the  commons  in  this  prefcnt  parlia- 
ment  affembled,  have  taken  into  our  ferious  conlidera- 
tion  your  majefty's  gracious  fpeech  to  both  your 
houfes  of  parliament  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  inftant 
December ;  and  do,  with  all  the  grateful  fenfe  of  faith- 
ful fubjefts,  and  fincere  proteftants,  acknowledge  your 
majefty's  great  goodnefs  to  us,  in  renewing  the  af- 
furances  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give  ui  of  your  reii- 
dinefs  to  concur  with  us  in  any  means,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  your  gracious  invita- 
tion of  us  to  make  our  defires  known  to  your 
majefty. 

But,  with  grief  of  heart,  we  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  to  thefc  princely  offers  your  majefty  has  been 
advifed  fby  what  fecrct  enemies  to  your  majefty,  and 
your  people,  we  know  not)  to  annex  a  refervatipn, 
which,  if  infifted  on  in  the  inftance  to  which  alone  it 
is  applicable,  will  render  all  your  majefty's  other  gra- 
cious inclinations  of  no  effedl  or  advantage  to  u$« 
Your  majefty  is  pleafed  thus  to  limit  your  promife 
of  concurrence  in  the  remedies  which  fhall  be  propof- 
ed,  that  they  may  confift  with  preferving  the  fuccef- 
fion  of  the  crown  in  its  due  and  legal  courfe  of  defcent ; 
and  we  do  humbly  inform  your  majefty,  that  no  in- 
terruption of  ihat  defcent  has  been  endeavoured  by  us, 
except  only  the  defcent  upon  the  perfon  of  the  duke 
of  York,  who,  by  the  wicked  inlbuments  of  the  church 

of 
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of  Rome,  has  been  manifeftly  peiVertcd  to  their  rc^ 
ligion.  And  we  do  humbly  repreibit  to  your  ma-» 
jefty,  as  the  ifTue  of  our  moft  deliberate  thoughts  and 
confultations,  that  for  the  papifts  to  have  their  hopes 
c6ntini}ed,  that  a  prince  of  that  reli^on  fhall  fucceed 
in  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  utterly  inconlift- 
ent  with  the  fafety  of  your  majefty's  perfbn,  the  prCf 
fervation  of  the  proteftant  rehgion,  and  the  profpc- 
rity,  peace,  and  welfare  of  your  proteftant  fubjeib. 
'  That  your  majefty's  facred  life  is  in  continual  dan* 
ger,  under  the  profpeft  of  a  popiil^  fucceflbr,  is  evi- 
dent, not  only  from  the  principles  of  thofe  devoted  to 
the  church  of  Rome,  which  allow  that  an  heretical 
prince  (and  fuch  they  term  all  proteftant  princes) 
excommunicated  and  depofed  by  the  pope,  may  be 
deftroyed  and  murdered ;  but  alfo  from  the  teftimo- 
nies  given,  in  the  profecudon  of  the  horrid  popiih  plot, 
againft  divers  traitors  ^dtainted  for  defigning  to  put 
thofe  horrid  principles  into  pradice  againft  your 
majefty. 

Froni  the  expe^tiop  of  this  fuccelHon^  has  the 
number  of  papifts  in  your  majefty's  dominions  fo 
much  increaled,  within  thefe  few  years,  and  fo  many 
been  prevailed  with  to  defert  the  true  proteftant  re- 
ligion, that  they  might  be  prepared  for  the  favours  of 
a  popifti  prince,  as  loon  as  he  ftiould  come  to  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  crown  :  and,  while  the  fame  expeftation 
lafts,  many  more  will  be  in  the  lame  danger  of  being 
.  perverted. 

This  it  is  that  has  hardened  the  papifts  of  this  king- 
dom, animated  and  confederated  by  their  priefts  and 
jefuits,  to  make  a  common  purfe,  provide  arms,  make 
application  to  foreign  princes,  and  folicit  their  aid, 
for  impofing  popery  upon  us ;  and  all  this  even  during 
your  majefty's  reign,  and  while  your  majcfty*s  govern- 
ment and  the  laws  were  our  proteftion. 

It 
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It  IS  your  majefty's  glory  and  true  intereft,  to  be 
the  head  and  protedor  of  all  proteflants,  as  well 
abroad  as  at  home ;  but,  if  thefe  hopes  remain,  what 
alliances  can  be  made  for  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  and  intereft,  which  fhall  give  confidence 
to  your  majefty's  allies  to  join  fo  vigoroufly  with  your 
majefty,  as  the  ftate  of  that  intereft  in  the  world  now 
requires,  while  they  fee  this  proteftant  kingdom  in 
fo  much  danger  of  a  popifh  fucceflbr  -,  by  whom,  at 
the  prcfent,  all  their  counfels  and  actions  may  be  elu- 
ded, as  hitherto  they  have  been,  and  by  whom  (if  he 
ihould  fucceed)  they  are  fure  to  be  deftroyed  ? 

We  have  thus  humbly  laid  before  your  majefty  fome 
of  thofe  great  dangers  and  mifchiefs  which  evidently 
accompiny  the  expeftation  of  a  popifli  fucceflbr:  the 
certain  and  unipeakable  evils  which  will  come  upon 
your  majefty's  proteftant  fubjefts  and  their  pofterityv 
if  iuch  a  prince  fhould  inherit,  are  more  alio  dian  we 
can  well  enumerate. 

Our  religion,  which  is  now  fo  dangeroufly  ihakefi^ 
will  then  be  totally  overthrown  ;  nothing  will  be  left, 
or  can  be  found,  to  proteft  or  defend  it. 

The  execution  or  old  laws  muft  ceaie,  and  k  wiM 
be  in  vain  to  expeft  new  ones.  The  moft  facred  obli* 
gations  of  contra£bs  and  promiies  (if  any  fliould  be 
given)  that  ftiall  be  judged  to  be  againft  the  interdfc 
of  the  Romifh  relkion,  will  be  violated ;  as  is  un- 
deniable, not  only  m>m  argument  and  experience  elft- 
where,  but  from  the  fad  experience  this  nation  once 
had  on  the  like  occafion. 

In  the  reign  of  fuch  a  prince  the  pope  will  be  ac* 
knowledged  fupreme  (though  the  fubjefb  of  this  king« 
dom  have  fwom  the  contrary)  and  all  caufes,  either  as 
^iritual,  or  in  order  to  ^iritual  diings,  will  be  brought 
under  his  juriidi£tion. 

The  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  all  fuch  pro* 
teftantSy  as  value  their  fouls  and  thdr  re%ion  more 

Vol.  II.  O  o  than 
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than  their  fccular  concernments,  will  be  adjtidged  for- 
feited. 

To  all  this  we  might  add,  that  it  appears,  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  plot,  that  foreign  princes  were  invited 
to  aflilt  in  fecuring  the  crown  to  the  duke  of  Yoik ; 
with  arguments  from  his  great  zeal  to  dlablifli  pope- 
ry, and  to  extirpate  proteftants  (whom  they  call  hm^ 
ticks)  out  of  his  dominions  %  and  fuch  will  cxped 
performance  accordingly. 

We  further  humbly  bcfeech  your  irtajefly,  in  your 
great  wifdom,  to  confider,  whether,  in  cafe  the  Im* 
perial  crown  of  this  proteftant  kingdom  fhould  de- 
fcend  to  the  duke  of  York,  the  oppofidon,  which  may 
poffibly  be  made  to  his  poffefling  it,  may  not  only  en- 
danger  the  farther  defcent  in  the  royal  line,  but  even 
inonarchy  itfelf. 

For  thefe  reafons,  we  are  mod  humble  petitioners 
to  your  moft  facred  majefty,  that,  in  tender  com- 
miferation  of  your  poor  proteftant  people,  your  majefty 
will  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  depart  from  the  rcfer- 
yarion  in  your  faid  fpeech  j  and,  when  a  bill  fhall  be 
tendered  to  your  majefty,  in  a  parlianientary  way,  to 
difable  the  duke  of  York  from  inheriting  the  crown, 
your  majefty  will  give  your  royal  aflent  thereto ;  and, 
as  neceffary  to  fortify  and  defend  the  fame,  that  your 
majefty  will  likewife  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  affent  to 
an  aft,  whereby  your  majefty's  proteftant  fubjefts  may 
be  enabled  to  aflbciate  themfelves  for  the  defence  of 
your  majefty's  perfon,  the  proteftant  rcHgion,  and 
the  fecurity  of  your  kingdoms, 

Thefe  recjuefts  we  are  conftrained  humbly  to  make 
to  your  majefty,  sis  of  ab((^ute  neceffity,  for  the  faJc 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  religion. 

Without  thefe  things,  the  alliances  of  England  will 
not  be  valuable,  nor  the  people  encouraged  to  contri- 
bute to  vour  majefty^s  fervifc, 

As 
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As  fome  further  means  for  the  prefervation  both  of 
our  rcli^on  and  prc^rty,  we  are  humble  fuiters  to 
your  majefty,  that  from  henceforth  fuch  perfons  only 
may  be  judges  within  the  kingdom  of  England  and 
dominion  of  Wales,  as  are  men  of  ability,  integrity, 
and  known  affeftion  to  the  proteftant  religion  -,  and 
that  they  may  hold  both  their  offices  and  falaries 
S^uamdiu  fe  bene  gtffmtu :  That  (feveral  deputy-lieu* 
tenants  and  juftices  of  the  peace,  fitly  qualified  for 
thole  employments,  having  been  of  late  difplaced,  and 
others  put  in  their  room  who  are  men  of  arbitra* 
ry  principles,  and  countenancers  of  papifts  and  popc: 
ry)  fudi  only  may  bear  the  office  of  a  lord-lieute- 
nant as  are  perfons  of  integrity  and  known  affe<flion 
to  the  proteftant  religion:  That  deputy-lieutenants 
and  juftices  of  the  peace  may  be  alfo  fo  qualified, 
and  may  be  moreover  men  of  ability,  of  eftates,  and 
intereft  in  their  country : 

That  none  may  be  employed  as  military  officers,  or 
officers  in  your  majefty*s  fleet,  but  men  of  known  ex- 
perience, courage,  and  affcdlion  to  the  proteftant 
religion. 

Thefeour  humble  requefts  beingobtained,  we  (halU 
on  our  part,  be  ready  to  affift  your  majefly  for  the 
prefervation  of  Tangier,  and  for  putting  your  majefty's 
fleet  into  fuch  a  condition,  as  it  may  preferve  your 
majefty's  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  and  be  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation.  * 
If  your  majefty  hath,  or  fhall  make  any  neceflJary 
alliances,  for  defence  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
intereft  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom,  this  houfc  will 
be  ready  to  affift,  and  ftand  by  your  majefty,  in  the 
fupport  of  the  fame. 

After    this  our  humble  anfwer  to  your  majefty's 

gracious  fpeech,  we  hope  no  evil  inftruments  whaclb- 

evcr  fliall  be  able  to  Icflen  your  majefty *s  efteem  of 

that  fidelity  and  aflfeftion  wc  bear  to  your  majefty's 

O  o  a  fervicei 
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fenrioi  ;  but  that  your  m^flTJ^frU  iiphvkyaiiict^mic  in 

Jrourroyal  breaft,  that  favoorflUfr^epiiiiDa<4)f:4ifr]/!«w 
oyal  commons ;    that  thofe  other  good  bilkiuiiRlwh 
we  have  now  under  confideiadoAy  4X)bdiiciB|^ii(>i  the 

rt  ends  we  have  before  mentionedji'  ait  aifi>  mll-fauiis 
the  benefit  and  comfort  of  *yoiirifMofik,  tkAuA 
ihall,  from  time  to  dme,  be'tdidttrc^i;fiir;yoiirisbt* 
jefty's  royal  aflbit,  (haU  finditjk»eptBM3i:wkh-!fO^ 
majefty.  .  ■.  • -■  •i«..:-.  i' nm  >;»}(. '..ii!:-.?j 

His  MAJES  T  Y's  gradouisinefljige  to  th^  i^m- 
mons  in  parliament,  January  4*.  j  |6|^ y  •     , ,  j , 
Charles  R.  » ■  '■;■*.•.:''?., 

HI  S  majefty  received  the  addre6  of  this  houfe  w^th 
all  the  oifpoiidon  they  could  wifh<  to !  comply 
with  their  reafonable  defires ;  but,  upon  pemfing;  it, 
heisibrryto  fee  their  thoughts:  io  w^Uy&nd  upon 
the  bill  or  exdufion^  as  to  determine  that  all  other  re- 
medies for  the  fupprefljng  of  popery  will  be  ineflfediu- 
al.  His  majefty  is  confirmed  in  his  opimon  aga,init  that 
.bill  by  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  of^  lords/ who  re- 
jected it.  He  therefore  thinks  .there  remiaihs  nothing 
inore  for  him  to  fay,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this 
houfe,  but  to  recommend  to  them  the'  confidenuidn 
of  all  other  means  for  the  prefervation  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  •,  in  which  they  have  no  reaibn  to  doubt 
of  his  concurrence,  whenever  they  fhall  be  prcientcd 
to  him  in  a  parliamentary  way :  and  that  they  would 
confider  the  preient  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as 
the  condition  of  Chriftendom,  in  fuch  a  manner^  as 
may  enable  him  to  preferve  Tangier,  and  iecure  his 
alliances  abroad,  and  the  peace  and  fettferoenc  at 
home. 

7    But  this  anfwer  of  die  king's  was  fb  far  from  giv- 
ing fatisfadion,  that  the  fame  day  it  was  read  in  the 
3  houfe. 
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lioufb^  after  Jong  debate^  and  adefpairof  aniy  effediiual 
expediemsy  the  cosDinons  xiaine  <  to  the  following  jre- 
folutions.  ,  .1- 

•  Refolved^  That  k  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfc,  that 
ihere  is  no  fecurity  nor  fafety  for  the  ptx)ceftant  rQ« 
l^on,  the  king's  hfe^  or  government  of  this  nation, 
without  pafling  a  bill  for  difabling  James  duke  df 
York  to  inherit  the  Imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  and 
dominions  and  territories  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  to 
rely  upon  any  other  means  and  remedies,  without  fuch 
a  bill,  is  not  only  infufficient,  but  dangerous. 

'Refblved,  That  his  majefty  in  his  laft  meflage  hav- 
ing afliiped  this  houfe  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  in  all 
other  means  for  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  rc- 
Jigion,.this  houie  doth  declare.  That,  until  a  bill  bdFlikp- 
-w|fe  paiIed;for  excluding  the  duke  of  York,  this  |oi|e 
\cannot  give  any  fupply  to  his  majefty,  without  datig^r 
.  to  jhis  majefty's  perton,  extreme  hazard  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  and.unfiuthfulnefs  to  thoie  by  whom  thii 
houfe  b  intrufted. 

Thefe  resolutions  were  followed  by  votes  of  ad- 

dre0es  againft  feveral  perfons;    and,   the  heats  ftitl 

increafmg  in  the  houfe  of  cortimons,  the  king,  three 

*days  after,  prorogued  the  parliament,  and  me  ne3^ 

week  diflblve:d  it  oy  proclamation. 

Page  532.  Sir  William  Jones  was  reputed  one  of  the 

Jbeft  Qieakers  in  the  houfe,  and  was  very  zealous  in  his 

endeavours  for  promoting  the  bill  of  exclufion.     He 

was  a  per&m  <»  great  piety  and  virtue,  and,  having 

:.taken  an  afiedUon  to  Sir  William  Temple,  was  fbrry  to 

fee  him  employed  in  the  delivery  of  fo  unacceptable  a 

:  mei&ge  to  the  lioufe:  the  fubf^nce  of  what  he  fald  to 

the  author  upon  it  was  this  :  that  "  for  himfelf  he  was 

^*  old  and  infirm,  and  expedted  to  die  foon :   but  you^ 

^^  faid  he,  will  in  all  probaUlity  live  to  fee  the  whol^p 

^  kingdom  lanient.  the  confequen^  of  this  meflage 

^*->you  have  now  brought  us  from  ^he  king." 
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P^  5365  What  the  author  fpoke  in  the  lioufe 
does  not  only  relate  to  the  bulineis  of  Tangier,  but 
likewife  to  the  bill  of  exclufion,  which  was  then  new-* 
ly  thrown  out  by  the  lords!  I  Ihewcd  the  fpeech  to 
the  author,  who,  as  far  as  his  memory  could  ferve 
him,  allowed  it  to  be  fairly  ta^en.  I  think  it  very 
worthy  of  the  author,  though  it  appears  to  have  been 
wholly  unpremeditate.  And  finoe  pare  of  it  related 
to  fome  paflages  in  the  Memoirs,  it  .may  be  cooveni** 
cnt  to  iniert  it  here. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

THIS  debate  hath  more  of  weight  in  ity  than 
the  bufinefs  of  Tangier.  I  think,  as  affairs 
now  (land,  the  moft  part  of  Chriftendom  is  concerned 
in  it,  I  am  fure  all  the  proteftants  :  and  therefore,  I 
hope,  your  padence  will  hold  out,  to  have  the  whole 
circumflances  of  it  fairly  examined :  for  the  aigu- 
jnents  that  have  been  offered,  in  the  confideradon  of 
this  meffage,  have  enlarged  the  debate  further  than 
was  at  firft  intended,  and  have  brought  the  whole  ftate 
of  the  nation,  in  fome  meafure,  before  you,  inftead 
of  that  one  particular  bufinefs  of  Tangier ;  fo  that  now 
what  refolve  you  make  will  be  a  difcovery  of  your  in- 
clinations, not  only  as  to  what  you  intend  to  do  as  to 
a  fupply  for  Tangier,  but  as  to  giving  money  for  al- 
liances and  all  other  occafions ;  upon  which  refult  the 
good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  this  parliament  doth  depend. 
As  to  Tanker,  I  do  agree  with  that  worthy  member 
that  fpoke  before  (thou^  many  are  of  a  different 
opinion)  that  it  is  not  of  any  great  ufe  to  us,  upon 
the  account  of  any  advantage  we  fhall  make  by  ic 
But  however,  I  think  it  is  very  well  worth  our  kieep- 
ing,  bccaufe  of  the  difadvantages  we  (hould  receive  by 
it,  if  it  fliould  fall  into  the  hands  either  of  the  Turk, 
or  Spaniard,  but  efpecially  the  French,  who  will  not 
only  be  thereby  enabled  to  fetter  us  as  to  our  trade  in 

the 
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the  Levant,  but  to  curb  alfo  all  other  nations  what- 
foever  -,  and  be  fuch  an  addition  to  the  too  great  power 
he  hath  acquired  both  by  fea  and  land  already,  that 
I  am  of  opinion  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  we 
weaken  tne  lecurity  we  now  have,  that  it  fhall  not 
fall  into  his  hands.  But  if  the  mole  and  the  town  could 
be  blown  into  the  air,  or  otherwife  reduced  into  its  fiift 
chaos,  I  think,  confidering  the  charge  it  will  coft  keep- 
ing, England  would  not  be  much  the,worfefor  it; 
but  to  move  you  to  confider  any  thing  about  that,  at 
this  time,  cannot  be  proper,  becaufe  the  Moors  have 
fo  befieged  it,  that  the  firft  thing  that  muft  be  done^ 
whether  in  order  to  keep  it  or  deftroy  it,  is,  to 
beat  them  off,  by  fome  fpeedy  fupplies  which  mufl: 
be  prefently  fent  •,  or  elfe  tne  town,  according  to  the 
bed  information  come  from  thence,  is  like  to  be  loft. 
And,  Sir,  I  think  this  fingle  confideration  may  be 
perfuafive  to  move  you  to  give  fome  fuch  fupply  as  may 
be  precifely  neceflary  for  the  defence  and  proteftion  of 
this  place.  A  fmall  fum  of  money,  in  comparifon  of 
what  this  houfe  hath  formerly  given,  may  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  fatisfy  his  majcfty's  expeftation,  and  fecure  the 
place  too.  But  I  muft  confefs,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  con- 
fidcratitm  of  Tangier  that  makes  me  prefs  you  to  it ; 
but  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  proteftants  abroad.  Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve  hismajeftyin  fome 
publick  employments,  and  by  that  means  may  be  a  little 
more  fenfible  of  the  ftate  of  affairs,  in  reference  to  our 
neighbours,  than  others  may  be  ;  having  not  only  had 
the  advantage  of  information,  but  was  under  a  necef- 
fitjr  of  ufing  my  beft  endeavours  to  get  a  true  account 
or  them.  Sir,  I  am  confident  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are 
upon  this  parliament ;  and  not  only  the  proteftants 
abroad,  but  many  catholick  countries  (who  ftand  in  fear 
of  the  power  of  France^  do  think  themfelves  as  much 
concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  parliament,  as  this  houfe ; 
and  will  be  as  much  perplexed  to  hear  any  ill  news 

thereof. 
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thereof.  This,  Sir,  as  well  as  the  neceflities  of  our  afiain 
at  home,  make  me  trouble  you  at  this  timc>  to  defiie 
you  to  be  careful  what  you  do,  that  wc  may  not  oc- 
cafion  in  his  majefty  any  diflike  to  this  houie.  What- 
ever you  do  as  to  the  bufineis  of  money  for  Tangier,  I 
pray.  Sir,  let  there  be  no  notice  taken  jn  yourttiddreis, 
of  the  lords  having  caft  out  your  bill  •,  for  wt  have 
no  reafon  to  think  the  king  was  any  ways  concern* 
ed  therein.  To  throw  out  a  bill  of  fo  great  importance, 
without  a  conference,  was,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
very  llrange,  and  contrary  to  the  ufual  proceedings  of 
that  houfe.  But,  pray.  Sir,  let  it  lie  at  their  doors 
that  did  it  -,  for  the  king  could  not  be  concerned  in  a 
parliamentary  way.  For  by  this  means  we  may  obvi* 
ate  all  mifunderftandings  with  his  majefty  about  this 
affair ;  and,  I  hope,  create  in  him  a  good  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  upon  which  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this 
nation,  but  of  Europe,  doth  much  depend. 

Sir,  his  majefty,  in  his  meflage,  puts  you  in  mind 
of  ^ving  advice,  as  well  as  money;  I  think,  if  wc 
make  that  expreflion  the  ground  of  our  addrefs,  we 
may  naturally  graft  very  good  things  thereon,  cfpe- 
cially  what  may  conduce  to  the  prefervation  of  a  fair 
correfpondence.  Sir,  though  a  king  alone  cannot  fave 
a  kingdom,  yet  a  king  alone  can  do  very  much  to  ruin 
it;  and,  though  parliaments  alone  cannot  fave  this  kmg- 
dom,  yet  parliaments  alone  may  do  much  to  ruin  it : 
And  therefore  we  cannot  be  too  circumfpect  in  what  we 
dp.  It  is  our  fortune  to  fit  here  in  a  critical  time,  when 
not  only  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  but  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion abroad,  need  our  continuance ;  and,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  we  may  juftly  fear  that  there  are  thoic  who 
endeavour  to  contrive  the  putting  off  this  parliament 
I  pray.  Sir,  let  us  not  give  them  any  advantage ;  and 
then  I  doubt  not  but  his  majefly*s  care  and  goodnefs 
will  at  laft  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  bring  this 
feflion  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

Tie  End  of  the  Second  Volume. 
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